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Opinion

A white Jewish reporter, a black newspaper and a
century of common causes
By Ethan Michaeli
(JTA) – Forged at the dawn of the 20th century as both
peoples arrived in northern cities, the political coalition
between African-Americans and Jewish Americans has
endured through defeat as well as victory.
Jews and African-Americans were Democratic nominee
Hillary Clinton’s two most enthusiastic constituencies,
as they have been for every Democratic candidate for
decades. They have continued to vote together even as
the communities have followed different trajectories and
come to hold different agendas. But in the current era of
upheaval, it is an open question if this alliance will survive.
I explored the origins of the relationship between African-Americans and Jews while researching the history of the
Chicago Defender, a newspaper owned by African-Americans that opposed lynching and Jim Crow, fostered the
Great Migration of millions from the South to the North
and focused the electoral power of black America to elect
congressmen, mayors and presidents, including Harry S.
Truman and John F. Kennedy.
I had been inspired to research the Defender’s history
because I had worked there for five and a half years in the

1990s, first as a copy editor and then as an investigative
reporter. I am white and Jewish, raised in a suburb of
Rochester, NY, and arrived at the Defender as a fresh
graduate of the University of Chicago with a bachelor’s
degree in English literature.
I had no particular interest in civil rights and no prior
knowledge of the newspaper’s history. I had been recommended for the job by a friend, another white, Jewish,
University of Chicago grad. When my friend mentioned
that the Defender was an “African-American-owned
newspaper,” I didn’t appreciate the significance frankly,
thinking naively that we were then living in a post-racial
era in which some newspapers would have white owners
and others would have black owners.
The Defender in those years held its own as one of the
city’s three daily newspapers, despite lacking the circulation or resources of the Tribune or the Sun-Times, and my
initial months were a crash course in African-American
history as well as the mechanics of journalism. After 18
months on the copy desk, I was promoted to investigative
reporter, where I covered the police beat as well as the
political turmoil over the city’s massive high-rise public

housing developments.
Working at the Defender changed my understanding of
race in America and revealed to me the pivotal role that
Chicago’s African-American community in general, and the
Defender in particular, had played in American history – a
point that was driven home when Barack Obama, to whom
the newspaper had given an early stamp of support, was
propelled from his Illinois State Senate seat representing
the South Side first to the U.S. Senate and then in short
order to the White House.
The Defender was founded as a weekly in 1905 by
Robert Abbott, a Georgia native who had come to Chicago
initially as a college student participating in the 1893 World’s
Fair. There he was inspired by his meetings with the great
Frederick Douglass as well as the crusading journalist Ida
B. Wells. Brilliant and resourceful, Abbott adopted modern
newspaper techniques – large, red headlines and separate
sections for news, editorials, sports and features, among other
innovations – and worked with Pullman porters and other
railway workers to build a readership around the country.
Publishing in Chicago and sending his newspaper
See “Causes” on page 14

Why planting more trees in Israel is a bad idea
right now
By Jay Shofet
(JTA) – Over the past few weeks, more than 1,700 brush
fires across Israel have destroyed homes, vehicles and
countless irreplaceable personal possessions. As a nation,
we have also suffered severe damage to more than 32,000
acres of precious natural resources – woodlands, grasslands
and protected parklands, as well as the planted forests and
the flora and ground-dwelling fauna that once thrived there.
As the smoke clears, organizations and individuals from
across the country and around the world are spearheading
campaigns to help hundreds of Israeli families reconstruct
their homes, restock their shelves and rebuild their lives. At
the same time, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed
that the people of Israel would replant the forests that were
burned. “In the place of every tree that was blackened,
another 10 green trees will bloom,” he declared.

While the sentiment is beautiful, ecology – the “facts
in the ground,” if you will – dictates that the impulsive
“plant, baby, plant” ideology commonly promoted by the
Israeli government and the Jewish National Fund-Keren
Kayemeth LeIsrael would only add insult to injury at this
critical juncture. Put simply, replanting the forests would do
irreversible damage to Israel’s already weakened ecosystem.
Having swapped countless trees for thousands of acres of
scorched earth, the affected areas are in a very fragile ecological state. Disrupting it further by initiating tree-planting
campaigns would be counterproductive at best. The reason,
as explained to me in detail by our top ecologists at the
Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, is twofold.
First, the destructive nature of the tree-planting process
itself could do untold damage to the fragile soil. While
most people who “donate trees” to Israel maintain the ro-

manticized notion that small teams plant the trees by hand,
the reality is that the process has “evolved” to become an
industrial-style undertaking. Because so many of the trees
and other plants that had been protecting the soil are now
gone, the threats of severe soil erosion and runoff due to
wind and rain are very serious. Tree-planting staff and
vehicles entering the sensitive areas would erode the soil
further, leading to unnecessary long-term damage.
Second, forests are capable of rejuvenating naturally, so
planting additional trees would be redundant and harmful,
with seedlings and saplings competing for nutrients and
room to grow. As such, the rehabilitation process must rely
on the natural renewal capabilities of the affected region
based on the natural seed bank found in the ground itself,
not on initiated tree planting.
See “Trees” on page 12

In My Own Words

Truth in the information age
I knew this was going to happen. I was reading the local
daily newspaper and an article included a graph. However,
the y axis wasn’t labeled, which means it’s impossible to
accurately evaluate the information. After all, without that
label, we can’t decide if we’re being given information
to support a particular theory or information that gives
us a wider picture. Why am I suddenly questioning the
way numbers are being presented? You can blame Daniel
J. Levitin’s new book “A Field Guide to Lies: Critical
Thinking in the Information Age,” which has changed
how I view information offered by newspapers, books,
magazines and the Internet.
Levitin shows how information gets distorted – sometimes deliberately and sometimes by researcher error.
That didn’t really come as a surprise, but I hadn’t been
as aware just how easily even accurate information can
be manipulated to support a position – especially when it
comes to graphs. Many times we accept statistics without
thinking whether or not they make sense – for example,
trying to determine whether if a number is even possible.
The author also notes that not all information is equal. Is
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it from an author whose work has gone through a peer
review process or did someone with no knowledge of the
subject set up a website and gives his opinion as if it were
fact? And just because someone is knowledgeable in one
field doesn’t mean they are an expert in another.
The publication of “A Field Guide to Lies” is extremely timely, although I wish it had been published
before the election season. It would have been much
easier to evaluate claims made by both candidates,
although it probably wouldn’t have changed how I
voted. However, it makes me wonder if I’ll be able to
trust anyone’s conclusions again. It’s not so much what
we know about the information offered, but the bias
behind it and the methodology used. For example, who
sponsored a particularly study? How many people were
studied? Has anyone replicated the results? How were the
respondents chosen and where are they placed in their
economic/social/age group? The last can greatly affect
a telephone poll, if, for example, people are contacted
on land lines. That skews the answers toward what older
members of the population think about an issue, since
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many young people only use a cell phone. And that’s
only one small example.
The spread of false information, particularly through
e-mail or Facebook, has shown how gullible we are. Did
we check a reputable website to see if the information is
correct? Did we stop to consider if really makes sense?
Before you feel too bad about yourself if you haven’t,
reputable newspapers and news websites have made
similar mistakes. Sometimes writers don’t have enough
background in the subject to present the material correctly
or know what types of questions they should be asking.
Part of me finds this incredibly depressing. I used to trust
newspapers and journals to carefully check the information
offered, but now I can’t. Yet, how am I going to analyze
everything I read in that depth? There doesn’t seem to be
the time to do that, at least for the amount of material I
view. Yet, evaluating the information is what we need to
do – at least, before we start quoting from, or forwarding
a link to, a particular article or study on the web. At least
then we won’t feel quite as foolish when we learn just how
gullible or uneducated we are if it proves to be wrong.
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JCC to host Community
Chanukah celebration on Dec. 21

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Chanukah

Area Chanukah celebrations are announced;
recipes; gift ideas; Israel’s first Chanukah
The annual community Chanukah celebration, which is will lead a procession of lights from the entrance to Temple candle factory marks 77 years; and more.
being co-sponsored by the Binghamton Jewish Community Israel’s parking lot, ending at the front of the JCC. There
Center and the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, will be a brief ceremony with music and recitations, which ........................................ Pages 3, 8-10 and 18
will be held on Wednesday, December 21, from 5:15-7 pm,
at the JCC, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.
“People may ask why we are celebrating four days prior
to the first night of Chanukah,” said Sheryl Brumer, JCC
executive director. “This is because Chanukah begins on
December 24 and ends on January 1 this year. In previous
years, when we have attempted to hold the community
celebration during the school winter break, our turnout
has been greatly reduced, so we decided to run the event
a few days before everyone goes away. We will still be
having the ‘Torch Walk,’ we just won’t be lighting and
blessing the chanukiah.”
The program will begin with the Chanukah torch walk,
during which children and teenagers from the community

will be followed by performances by the JCC Early Childhood Center, Hillel Academy and the Seton Select Choir
in the JCC’s auditorium. There will also be a showing of
the annual community Chanukah video.
The torch walk will be held from 5:15-5:30 pm, followed
by entertainment from 5:30-6 pm, at which time the buffet
will open. Food tickets will be sold for $8 per person, or
$6 for seniors and children, with a family maximum of
$28, and will include traditional holiday dishes, beverages
and desserts. There will be games, face-painting and arts
and crafts, as well as dreidels and chocolate gelt while
supplies last.
Reservations will be appreciated and can be made by
calling the JCC office at 724-2417.

Were claims of Israel’s “arson
intifada” overblown?

By Andrew Tobin
Deri and Culture Minister Miri Regev both threatened to
TEL AVIV (JTA) – As wildfires threatened Israel re- revoke the citizenship of arsonists. Education Minister
cently, rhetoric linking arson to terrorism heated up. For Naftali Bennett described the blazes as “terrorism in
about a week, fires across the country burned huge swaths every sense of the word.” And Defense Minister Avigdor
of land, destroyed hundreds of homes and businesses, and Liberman called for expanding West Bank settlements in
forced tens of thousands of people to flee. Dozens were response to the supposed terror wave.
injured, though few seriously.
But now that the fires have been stamped out by the
As the blazes raged, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya- heroic efforts of Israeli and foreign firefighters and rain
hu said several times that they were set by arsonists and has finally come, it appears that some of the claims about
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have
buy
or
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your
house!
his government pledged to work to revoke the residency tigations, fire and security officials investigating the blazes
of those found guilty – a threat typically reserved for have been much more cautious about drawing conclusions
Arab Israelis.
than Netanyahu and his government partners.
“Every fire caused by arson, or by incitement to arson,
“In most areas, you won’t find many things that say
Licensed
is terrorism,” Netanyahu told reporters in late November at whether
it Associate
was arson,” Ran Shelef, the Fire and Rescue
Real Estatechief
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Israel’s Arab residents and citizens.4747
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“We still don’t know anything. I wish I had a direction. I
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com
go to a place and get an insight – and then I go to another
place and everything changes. This is what you call an
illusion of the topography, the bedlam of the mountainous
region, and it is very difficult to investigate.”
Chag
Sameach from
Tot Time, a program for preschool children and their See “Claims” on page 12
parents, will be held on Saturday, December 17, from
9:30-10:30 am, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr.,
Binghamton. The focus this month will be on Chanukah.
Licensed Associate
After Tot Time, the group will join the religious school’s
Real Estate Broker
Chanukah celebration.
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Dollar Producer
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A parent winter concert on Sunday, January 15, at 3 pm, at West
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must attend with children.
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Children are introduced to Judaism through a story, Klin will play the violin as the soloist for the concert, playsnack and a craft each month. For more information, contact ing “Nigun” from the “Baal Shem Suite” by Ernest Bloch.
Fitch at Tctots@gmail.com.
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Scientific breakthroughs

A new theory on how the brain learns basic
math; and a newly designed protein may be
the answer to antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
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counter anti-Muslim hostility at a DC meeting.
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Off the Shelf

The death of a national dream

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

In Israel, at least during the conflict in Lebanon in
the early 1990s, the Israeli Defense Forces used floral
and plant names to describe people and places. In his
well written, but incredibly sad, book “Pumpkinflowers:
A Soldier’s Story” (Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill),

Yiddish Center opportunities

The Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA,
is accepting applicants for two programs for
college students and recent graduates: the
2017 Steiner Summer Yiddish Program and
the 2017-18 Yiddish Book Center Fellowship Program.
The Steiner Summer Yiddish Program is an immersive
program in Yiddish language and culture, with beginner
and intermediate tracks, open to college and graduate students ages 18-26. Participants can earn six college credits
during the seven-week course – June 4-July 21 – while
studying with scholars in seminar-style classes. Outside
the classroom, the students will take a field trip to New
York, where they will attend Yiddish cultural events and
take part in events at the Yiddish Book Center, including
the annual Yidstock: The Festival of New Yiddish Music.
Intermediate students also participate in paid internships,
working on projects at the Center. Alumni of the program
often continue with further studies in Yiddish and Jewish
culture and history, and pursue careers in the field. Applications are due February 6. More information can be found at
yiddishbookcenter.org/steiner-summer-yiddish-program.
The Yiddish Book Center Graduate Fellowship offers
recent graduates with backgrounds in Yiddish and Jewish
studies the opportunity to gain professional experience
working as full-time Center staff members. Fellows may
serve as teaching assistants for college-level Yiddish
classes, work on the Center’s Wexler Oral History Project,
develop educational materials, assist with translation and
digital accessibility projects, or do bibliographic work
with the Center’s extensive Yiddish book collection. They
receive a $30,000 stipend as well as healthcare coverage.
The 2017-18 Yiddish Book Center Fellowship Program
will run from September 2017-August 2018. Applications
are due January 9. More information can be found at
yiddishbookcenter.org/fellowship-program.

Notice of Formation of: TOMCO,
LLC. Articles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) October 4, 2016. Office and
Principal Business Location: 8 Kress
St, Binghamton, New York 13903,
Broome County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 8 Kress St, Binghamton,
New York 13903, Broome County.
Purpose: Any Lawful Activity
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is VARIKO 123
LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is November
10, 2016.

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office
address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the LLC
served upon him or her is: 7806
13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11228.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 5F3D99, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/07/16. Office

Matti Friedman notes that “the army gave the outposts [in
Lebanon] pretty names like Basil, Crocus, Cypress, and
Red Pepper... In the jargon of army radiomen, wounded
soldiers are ‘flowers.’ Dead soldiers are ‘oleanders.’ This
isn’t a code because it isn’t a secret. Instead the names
seem intended to bestow beauty on ugliness and to allow soldiers distance from the things they might have
to describe.” Friedman’s look at Lebanon is part history
and part memoir: what happened on the hill known as
the Pumpkin represented a change of outlook in Israeli
culture and in the author’s own life.
“Pumpkinflowers” looks at life on the hill from a variety
of viewpoints. The first section shows army life through
the eyes of an Israeli soldier known as Avi. An incident at
the end of that section – which will not come as a surprise
to those well versed in Israeli history – helps lead to a
change in Israeli policy. However, the country was ready
to reconsider its position due to two mothers who believed
in the futility of the outposts and led protests asking for
the withdrawal of soldiers from those positions. The two
concluding sections focus on the author, a Canadian whose
family made aliyah after he finished high school. Friedman served as one of the last group of soldiers stationed
on the hill. The end of the work describes his visit to the
area years later.
What becomes clear in all sections is the major shift in
Israeli culture that occurred during this time. For example, the belief in the infallibility of the Israeli army was
shattered. Israel was forced to recognize that the conflict
with its Arab neighbors was guerilla warfare – and now
partly fought on the public relations battlefield. Although
Friedman quotes young soldiers who felt they were doing
their duty – even if they would have preferred not to serve
in the army – it slowly became clear that Israeli public
sentiment no longer supported the war.
However, that’s not the only thing that changed: Israel
was now fighting a new type of enemy, one that saw war
not as a means to an end, but an end in itself. Rather than
dealing with Palestinian guerillas, Hezbollah became a
major force against Israel: “This group was Lebanese
but created by Iran... Hezbollah took orders from the
dictatorship in Syria and from the clerics running Iran.
Hezbollah was supposed to be fighting to get us out of
Lebanon, but Hezbollah leaders made it clear later that
they had rebuffed Israeli offers for a negotiated withdrawal.
They didn’t want us to leave; they wanted to push us out,
which is not the same thing.” Friedman believes the lesson
Hezbollah hoped to teach was one of despair, but that
was not the lesson learned. Instead, the Israeli reaction

was to stop paying attention. Rather than worry about
Hezbollah, “we would turn our back on them and look
elsewhere, to the film festivals of Berlin and Copenhagen
or the tech parks of California. Our happiness would no
longer depend on the moods of people who wish us ill,
and their happiness wouldn’t concern us more than ours
concerns them.” Friedman notes that during this time
“something important in the mind of the country – an
old utopian optimism – was laid to rest.”
The last section of “Pumpkinflowers” is intensely
personal. Friedman is unable to forget his time on the
hill. He wants to see Lebanon not as a soldier, but as
a civilian. Since the author is unable to visit with an
Israeli passport, he travels to Canada and then flies to
Lebanon with a clean Canadian one – one that doesn’t
reveal he has lived in, or traveled to, Israel. The trip
leaves him with mixed feelings. He learns the reasons
the Lebanese don’t look kindly on Israel – showing
for example, the ordinary citizens who died because
of misfired artillery. While Friedman doesn’t condemn
Israeli actions – after all, he was once part of the army
that fought there – he does acknowledge that those
deaths affected Lebanese public reaction. He also
believes that peace will never be possible while these
feelings remain so strong.
The trip did teach him two lessons – ones he finds
echoed in a book he’s read about World War I. The first
is that no matter how much humans alter the world,
nature “takes it back.” In the case of the Pumpkin, “the
trench was filling up with the contents of disintegrating
sandbags. Vegetation sprouted between concrete slabs.”
The other, more disconcerting lesson, is how lucky he
is to be alive, something that didn’t occur to him during
his army service: “I happened to be lucky on the hill,
and so remained convinced of my invincibility, of the
impregnable nature of the line. Only now do I understand it’s just an angle, or moment, a clerk’s stamp on
a piece of paper, a step in one direction or another.”
Only now – when he has a family and sits with his
three children – does he feel the “retroactive fear,” the
thought that “I could have missed this. I almost missed
it. Others did.”
“Pumpkinflowers” is beautifully written and deceptively
easy to read. Friedman’s work raises difficult questions
and emotions that belie its simple prose. To his credit, the
author does not take a political stance; he explains rather
than pushes any type of specific policy. His neutrality,
however, makes his disappointment and disillusionment
even harder to bear.

LEGAL NOTICE
location: Broome County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to:
99 Hawley St., Ste. 200, Binghamton,
NY 13901. Purpose: any lawful
activities.
______________________
Notice of Formation of Woods Ravine
Farm LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/01/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 677 Castle Creek Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW
1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is Taylor Irene
Properties LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is November
15, 2016.

3.

4.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.
The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: 1199 Cornell Avenue,
Binghamton, NY 13901.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
Articles of organization for Sweetie’s
Homemade Italian Ice, LLC 345 Harry
L. Drive, Johnson City, NY 13790 filed
with the Secretary of State of NY
(NYSS) on 11/21/2016. Office of LLC
is in Broome Co. NYSS is designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom
process may be served. NYSS shall
mail process to 1172 Lynch Road,
Little Meadows, Pa. 18830. Business
purpose: any unlawful activity.
______________________
Notice of Formation of 401 Main
Building LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/14/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY shall
mail process to: 137 Powers Rd.,
Binghamton, NY 13903. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
______________________
Notice is hereby given that a license,
number pending for liquor, wine,
beer and cider has been applied
for by the undersigned to sell iquor,
wine, beer and cider at retail in
a restaurant under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law at 21 Main
St., Binghamton, NY 13905, Broome
County for on premises consumption.
Undersigned
Chatterbox Cafe, Tapas and Oyster
Bar, LLC
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW

1.

The name of the limited liability
company (“LLC”) is OASIS
STONE SCAPES LLC.

2.

The date of filing of the Articles
of Organization with the
Secretary of State is
NOVEMBER 21, 2016.

3.

The County within the State of
New York in which the principal
office of the LLC is located is
Broome.

4.

The Secretary of State of
the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The
post office address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against
the LLC served upon him or her
is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
NY 13902.

5.

The character or purpose of the
business of the LLC is any
purpose allowed by law.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: The
name of the limited liability company
is: DEAN CONSOLIDATED, LLC
(the “Company”). The date of filing
of the Articles of Organization of
the Company with the Secretary
of State was November 28, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to the Company,
Attn: Casey Dean, 505 East 6th
St., Unit 814, Charlotte, NC 28202.
The purpose of the business of the
Company is any lawful business

purpose.
______________________
Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
CoreLife of the Midwest, LLC, Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
11/15/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated LLC agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd,
PO Box 1905, Binghamton, NY
13902. Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
Date of dissolution: None.
______________________
Notice of For mation of Green
Mountain - Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 11/23/16. Office location: Broome
County. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 1550 Vestal Pkwy. East,
Vestal, NY 13850. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
______________________
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the limited liability
company is: Alpine Distribution,
LLC (the “Company”). The date of
filing of the Articles of Organization
of the Company with the Secretary
of State was December 1, 2016.
The county in which the principal
place of business of the Company
shall be located is Broome County.
The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served. The Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against
the Company, to Hinman, Howard
& Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan M. Mead,
80 Exchange Street, Suite 700,
Binghamton, NY 13901. The purpose
of the business of the Company is any
lawful business purpose.

Attention
Attorneys
Published by the
Jewish Federation
of Greater Binghamton

fulfills the requirement
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general circulation”.
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broad circulation makes
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Hanukkah House
Temple Concord Religious
celebrates 20th anniversary
School activities
At right: Rabbi Lance Sussman
gave a presentation as part of the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of
Temple Concord’s Hanukkah House
on November 30.

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Coin dating back to Jewish revolt against Romans found
Members of Temple Concord’s hey class, pictured here with their teachers, led Shabbat
services on December 3.

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israeli Culture and Sports Minister Miri Regev
unveiled a coin inscribed with the words “Free Zion” that dates back to the period of the Jewish
revolt against the Romans. The coin, which Regev presented at a Cabinet meeting on Dec.
11, was discovered by one of the minister’s advisers in Jerusalem’s City of David landmark.
The back of the coin bears an inscription reading “Two years to the Great Revolt,” which
dates it to the year 67 C.E., three years before the Romans sacked Jerusalem and destroyed
the Second Temple. Regev said that during the Chanukah holiday later in December, her
ministry and the Israel Antiquities Authority will unveil another discovery, an ancient street
in Jerusalem that is “the street the Maccabees trod 2,000 years ago.” According to Regev, the
street in question was a main thoroughfare in ancient Jerusalem, and the shops that lined it
have also been excavated. The street is named Olei Haregel (“The Pilgrims”), after the Jews
who used it to ascend the Temple Mount from Shiloah Pool. “I see this project of excavating
the Old City, of continued excavations in the Old City, as a national project,” Regev said.

Israeli NGO video claims Facebook enables terrorism

Parents of students in Temple Concord’s Religious School gathered in early December to
fry several hundred latkes. The potato pancakes will be served at the annual Chanukah
celebration on December 17 and at the Chanukah Shabbat dinner on December 30.

An Israeli legal rights NGO’s video claiming that Facebook aides and abets terrorism
garnered more than 750,000 views in the three days after it was launched. The Shurat HaDin–
Israel Law Center’s video – titled “Who’s behind terror – Rewound!” – opens with a replay
of a bombing in New York City, then repeatedly rewinds time to show moments in which
Shurat HaDin says Facebook helped incite terrorism. The NGO argues that Facebook enables
terror by failing to ban inciting pages and users from the social network. Shurat HaDin has
two lawsuits against Facebook pending in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of New York in Brooklyn. Cohen v. Facebook, filed in 2015 on behalf of 20,000 Israelis
amid the wave of Palestinian stabbing terror attacks, seeks an injunction forcing Facebook
to actively monitor and block terrorists’ pages. The Force v. Facebook lawsuit, meanwhile,
seeks $1 billion in damages for families of five Israeli victims of Hamas terrorism.
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Chabad holds mock wedding, nights out and more
At right: The cast of “My Big
Fat Jewish Wedding,” held
at Chabad on December 1,
posed for a photo before
the event began. The event
is held every three years at
Chabad to educate college
students about the customs
of a Jewish wedding.
Gabi Zweig, the bride at the mock wedding, clapped along to
the singing after the bedekin ceremony. She was surrounded
by her mock mother-in-law, Kerry Gunter (left), and her
mock mother, Rebecca Roffe (right).

Happy Chanukah
Bob Kutz Advertising and
Auto Detailing Supplies
1080 Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 13903

222-0041

Hundreds of students, as well as some local community members, gathered on November 10 in Binghamton University’s Mandela
Room for the Second Annual Mega Challah Bake. Hundreds of pounds of ingredients were laid out, mixed, kneaded and shaped
to make loaves of challah. Most participants made one for themselves and one for someone else. (Photo by D. Panbehchi)

Wishing the Community

A HAPPY & HEALTHY
Call us for all of your glass needs

Binghamton Plate Glass Co.
430 State Street
Binghamton, NY

723-8293

PASSOVER

Members of Binghamton University’s Harpur’s Ferry Student
Volunteer Ambulance Service participated in the Mega
Challah Bake. Harpur’s Ferry also co-sponsored the event.

The Lasky Family

Ari Messais, Justin Mendelsburg, Yair Farkas, Yoni Gabel
and Daniel Sternbach rolled and ate their own sushi at
Chabad’s Boys’ Night Out on November 7.

Richard C. David
Mayor of Binghamton

Paid for by Friends to Elect Rich David

Happy
Chanukah!

Wishing the Community
Harriet Horowitz, accompanied by her granddaughters,
Emma, Hannah and Jordan Goldberg, gave the blessing on
the challah dough with the crowd. (Photo by D. Panbehchi)

celebrated&
the new
month of Cheshvan with a Girls’
AWomen
HAPPY
HEALTHY
Night Out on November 2 that featured mosaic artistry.
L-r: Gabi Zweig and Jessica Hill. (Photo by L. Appelbaum)

New Year
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her mosaic art at Girls’
Night Out on November 2.
(Photo by L. Appelbaum)
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Participants of Chabad’s Boys’ Night Out on November 7, made sushi while bonding.
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The Jewish story behind the Broadway hit
“Falsettos”
By Linda Buchwald
NEW YORK (JTA) – The opening number in the Broadway musical “Falsettos” –
currently being revived on Broadway at the
Walter Kerr Theatre – is called “Four Jews in
a Room Bitching.” Featuring sample lyrics
like “I’m neurotic, he’s neurotic, they’re
neurotic, we’re neurotic. Bitch, bitch, bitch,
bitch,” it immediately places the audience in
the often humorous environment of Jewish
neuroses and self-deprecation.
“The people I know are kind of neurotic
and very funny and quick-witted, and that’s
what I was trying to write,” said William
Finn, the show’s composer and lyricist, who
also co-wrote the book with James Lapine.
“I was trying to set up a world where that
was the tenor of the conversation.”
The critically acclaimed production of
“Falsettos,” running through January 8, was
praised for remaining relevant, even though
times have changed – marriage equality is
a reality and AIDS is no longer a death sentence. Yet the tribulations of love and family
are timeless, and the show also remains an
accurate depiction of modern Judaism.
“Falsettos” actually began as two one-act
musicals – “March of the Falsettos” was

written in 1981 and “Falsettoland” in 1990.
In 1992, the two were combined into Act 1
and Act 2 of the Broadway musical. “Four
Jews in a Room Bitching” was supposed to
be the title of “March of the Falsettos” until
Lapine, who directed the original production
and is also directing the revival, insisted
Finn change it – Lapine said he wouldn’t
direct a show with that name.
In Act 1, Marvin (played in the revival
by Christian Borle), a selfish but likable
man, tries to navigate relationships with
his ex-wife Trina (Stephanie J. Block), his
boyfriend Whizzer (Andrew Rannells), his
psychiatrist Mendel (Brandon Uranowitz)
and his son, Jason (Anthony Rosenthal). Act
2 takes place two years later, in 1981. Marvin
and Trina are fighting over planning Jason’s
bar mitzvah when Whizzer falls ill with the
disease that would later be known as AIDS.
Jason wants to cancel the bar mitzvah, but
in a moving conclusion, ultimately decides
to hold the coming-of-age rite in Whizzer’s
hospital room.
The Marvin character actually first appeared in an earlier one-act, “In Trousers,”
in 1979. “He was imperfect, and I found
that he could contain a lot of the misery

Clockwise from left: Anthony Rosenthal, Betsy Wolfe, Tracie Thoms, Christian Borle,
Andrew Rannells, Brandon Uranowitz and Stephanie J. Block performed in the musical
“Falsettos.” (Photo by Joan Marcus)

It just makes cents to advertise
here in The Reporter!
For information on advertising, contact Bonnie Rozen at
724-2360, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org.
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and humanity that I was trying
to express,” Finn said about why
he kept coming back to him.
Now in 2016, Finn is revisiting
Marvin again. “I’m shocked how
well it’s stood the test of time,” he
said. “Thirty years later, it could
have been written yesterday and
I can’t tell you how that pleases
me because I was petrified that it
wasn’t going to hold up.”
Finn spoke to JTA about his
own bar mitzvah, why the show
is so Jewish and more.
JTA: A bar mitzvah is a big
part of the show. Did you have
a bar mitzvah? What do you
about it?

Finn: I certainly had a bar
mitzvah. I remember doing not
only my haftarah, but two other
Torah portions – and I remember always going for the high
notes. I wanted to impress the
chorus. In fact [in “Falsettos”],
the haftarah Jason starts singing
was originally my haftarah – and
William Finn wrote the then I got bored in the middle
music and lyrics for writing it. Then I just started
“Falsettos,” and he writing a few Hebrew words
co-wrote the book with because I knew I wanted to end
James Lapine. (Photo with “abba” – father. That’s
why it doesn’t make any sense
by Harry Roseman)
if you know Hebrew. I was just
remember musicalizing words.
See “Story” on page 19

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israel urges united front against terror after deadly
bombings in Egypt, Turkey

Israel condemned the bombing attacks in Egypt and Turkey over the Dec. 11 weekend.
“Israel condemns the reprehensible terrorist attack at the Coptic cathedral in Cairo,” said
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s statement on the bombing in Egypt. “Israel
shares in the grief of the families of the victims and of the Egyptian people. We must
unite forces and fight terrorism together.” The Dec. 11 attack occurred during a prayer
service at Saint Peter and Saint Paul Church, which is next to Saint Mark’s Cathedral
in Cairo, the seat of Coptic Christian Pope Tawadros II. Speaking at a funeral for the
victims, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi revealed that the attack was carried out
by a suicide bomber, identified as 22-year-old Mahmoud Mahmoud Shafik Mohamed
Mostafa. Netanyahu also condemned twin bombings that killed 44 people in Istanbul on
Dec. 10. “Israel condemns all terrorism in Turkey and expects that Turkey will condemn
all terrorist attacks in Israel,” Netanyahu said of the bombings, for which a Kurdish
militant group claimed responsibility. “[The fight against terrorism] must be mutual in
condemnation and in countermeasures, and this is what the state of Israel expects from
all countries it is in contact with, including Turkey,” he said.

With the year-end approaching, many of us consider financial
and tax planning strategies. This year, if you are 701/2 or older,
it may be more important than ever to meet with
your advisors to review your investment portfolio and
consider tax, financial and charitable giving strategies.
After age 701/2 you must make Required Minimum Distributions
from your IRA - known as RMD. This distribution is taxable
unless you donate it to a non-profit charitable organization.
Although you will not get a tax deduction on these funds,
you will not pay taxes on the money and you will be using
your money for a noble purpose. And, you may find that this
is actually a tax savings for you, too. For some people, not
paying taxes to the IRS on this distribution is a larger savings
than claiming the same amount as a deduction.
So before December 31, 2016 (the 7th Chanukah candle),
please consider instead of paying more in taxes,
using your IRA to help our Jewish community.
So easy - contact your IRA administrator to see how
you can distribute your IRA into tax savings and
perform a needed mitzvah at the same time!

A. L. George
7-up

Coors
Sunkist
A&W Rootbeer
Polar beverages
Snapple
Stewart’s Soda

Happy Chanukah
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Here’s a Chanukah menu with a healthy flair
By Megan Wolf
(JTA) – Chanukah is a celebration, a joyful holiday with
delicious food and family memories. I remember lighting
our menorah as a little girl with my bubbe. Now, raising
my daughter, I hope to create special memories with her.
Food is typically at the center of our celebrations and
this Chanukah, I have created a spinach-focused menu for
a delicious and festive meal. Starting with creamy white
bean soup, inspired by my mother’s love for soup served
in large mugs, this dish sets the tone for a deliciously
healthy meal. Warm and satisfying, this dish is topped
with jewel-toned sauteed spinach and is pretty enough
to serve to company. And its’ easy enough to make on
a weeknight.
Most people think about traditional potato latkes on
Chanukah. My Spinach, Broccoli and Scallion Pancakes
with Poached Eggs are just as delicious – you can serve
without the eggs, if you like. Growing up, we would enjoy
sour cream and applesauce with our potato latkes. Sour
cream (or Greek yogurt) would be a perfect pairing for these
light, vegetable-filled pancakes. I like mine with hot sauce.
Spinach Salad with Quinoa, Toasted Pistachios and
Cranberries is among my favorite recipes from my cookbook
“Great Meals with Greens and Grains,” with its interesting
textures, bold flavors, and a bright and balanced dressing.
It could not be easier to make and is sure to be a hit on
your holiday table.
Here are the recipes for these winning dishes.

Wishing the
community a
Happy Chanukah!
Rabbi
Rachel Esserman

Creamy White Bean Soup with Sauteed Spinach
Serves 4
1 head garlic, top quarter sliced off and discarded
¼ cup olive oil, divided, plus more for garnish
1 Tbsp. butter
1 medium Vidalia onion, sliced
2½ cups low-sodium vegetable stock, divided
1 dried bay leaf
2 cans (15 ounces each) white beans, rinsed and drained,
divided
½ cup shredded Parmesan cheese
Salt to taste
5 ounces baby spinach
Preheat the oven to
375°F.
Place the garlic on a
piece of aluminum foil and
drizzle with 1 tablespoon of
the olive oil. Wrap into a
pouch and roast for 30 to 40 Creamy White Bean Soup With
minutes, or until the garlic Sauteed Spinach (Photo by
is soft and golden brown. Megan Wolf)
In a large stockpot, heat
2 tablespoons of the olive oil and the butter over medium
heat. Add the onion and cook until soft, stirring occasionally,
about 5 minutes. Add 2¼ cups of the vegetable stock, the
bay leaf and 1 can of the white beans to the onions. Bring
the mixture to a boil, then reduce the heat to low and let

Wishing The
Entire Community A
Happy Chanukah
Rebecca & Jeff Kahn

Shirley Bronsky and Family

Wish Everyone

A Happy Chanukah
Wishing you a Happy Chanukah
light • peace • love

Rhona and Richard Esserman

Happy
Chanukah!
Francine Stein & Family

simmer for about 20 minutes.
Once the garlic is roasted, add it to the soup by popping
each clove out of its protective paper. In batches, transfer
to a blender or food processor and puree until smooth, then
pour the soup back into the stockpot.
Add the remaining can of white beans, remaining ¼ cup
vegetable stock and the Parmesan to the pureed mixture and
heat through, about 10 minutes. Season to taste with salt.
In a saute pan, heat the remaining 1 tablespoon olive
oil, then add the spinach. Cook until completely wilted,
about 4 minutes.
To serve, pour equal amounts of the soup into each of
4 bowls and top with the sauteed spinach and an extra
drizzle of olive oil.
Tips: Make sure you are constantly scraping the bottom
of the stockpot – that’s where so much flavor lives!
Use the best olive oil you can find; it really makes such
a difference, especially when used as a garnish.
Spinach, Broccoli and Scallion
Pancakes with Poached Eggs
Serves 4
For the pancakes:
1½ cups chopped broccoli
4 cups packed baby spinach
3 Tbsp. olive oil, divided
3 eggs
½ tsp. baking soda
¼ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup panko breadcrumbs
½ cup shredded Parmesan
cheese
4 scallions, thinly sliced,
divided
Spinach, Broccoli and
For the eggs:
Scallion Pancakes with
4 cups water
Poached Eggs (Photo by
4 large eggs
Megan Wolf)
1 Tbsp. white vinegar
Preheat the oven to 375°F. Place a rimmed baking sheet
in the oven to heat.
To make the pancakes: Steam the broccoli until tender
but still crisp, about 3 to 5 minutes. While the broccoli
cooks, saute the spinach in 1 tablespoon of the olive oil in
a skillet until wilted, about 3 minutes, then remove from
the heat and roughly chop.
In a large bowl, scramble the eggs, and then add the
baking soda, flour, panko and Parmesan cheese; stir to
combine. Add the broccoli, spinach and half the scallions.
Mix to combine.
Remove the hot baking sheet from the oven and grease
with the remaining 2 tablespoons olive oil. With an ice cream
scoop, place pancakes evenly on the baking sheet. Gently
press the top of each pancake to flatten. Bake for 10 minutes,
then flip and bake for another 2 minutes, or until the centers
of the pancakes are cooked through.
To make the poached eggs (start with about 8 minutes
remaining on the pancakes): Boil the water in a large highrimmed skillet. Once the water comes to a boil, crack each
egg into its own ramekin. Add the white vinegar to the
boiling water, reduce the heat to medium-low and drop
each egg into the hot water. Cover the skillet and let the
eggs cook for 3 minutes.
Remove the pancakes from the oven and serve two or
three to a plate, depending on their size. Top each plate with
a poached egg and a sprinkle of the remaining scallions.
Serve immediately.
Tip: If poaching all four eggs at once feels too daunting,
try two at a time. Eggs cook quickly and this won’t greatly
delay your meal.
Spinach Salad with Quinoa, Toasted Pistachios and
Cranberries
Serves 4
For the lemon vinaigrette:
¼ cup olive oil
juice of 1 lemon
2 cloves garlic, pushed
through a garlic press or very
well minced
¼ tsp. salt (or more to your
taste)
For the salad:
¼ cup quinoa
1 cup water
½ cup shelled pistachios
10 ounces baby spinach
1 medium Anjou pear
½ cup dried sweetened
Cranberries
Spinach Salad With
½ cup pitted and sliced Quinoa, Toasted Pistachios
Cerignola
and Cranberries (Photo by
Olives
Megan Wolf)
Salt to taste
To make the lemon vinaigrette: Whisk the ingredients
together.
To make the salad: Combine the quinoa and water in
a pot and bring to a boil. Once the water is boiling, turn
down the heat to low, cover the pot and cook another 10
minutes, or until the quinoa has softened and the water has
evaporated; set aside.
See “Menu” on page 12
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Chanukah gift ideas for newcomers to the tribe
By Julie Wiener
(MyJewishLearning via JTA) – Do you have friends
or family members who are new to the tribe? Maybe they
recently converted, married a Jew or became newly interested in their Jewish roots? Or maybe you’re the newbie
and are wondering what to put on your wish list. Whatever
the particulars, MyJewishLearning has you covered, with
Chanukah gift ideas designed to please the Jewish newbies
in your life.
 Cookbooks: Amelia Saltsman’s “The Seasonal Jewish Kitchen” ($20.23), Leah Koenig’s “Modern Jewish
Cooking” ($23.33) and chef/restaurateur Michael Solomonov’s “Zahav: A World of Israeli Cooking” ($21) all
offer traditional Jewish and Israeli standbys adapted to
contemporary tastes and sensibilities. Each was published
recently (reducing the possibility that your recipient

already owns it) and garnered positive reviews in mainstream and Jewish publications. “Meatballs and Matzah
Balls” ($27.95) is not quite as new – it came out in 2013
– but will be of particular interest to Jewish newcomers
since its author, Marcia Friedman, is a Jew by choice who
combines Italian (she is half Sicilian) and Jewish cuisine
in creative and tasty ways.
 Other kitchen goodies: Maybe your Jewish newbie wants
to make challah, but is a bit intimidated by the braiding. A
silicon challah mold ($14) simplifies the process. Meanwhile, someone making the transition from Christmas
cookies to Chanukah cookies might appreciate a set of
Chanukah-themed cookie cutters ($1.60).
 Kiddush cups: For something flashy and unique – or
for someone who is a bit germ-phobic – try a Kiddush
Fountain, which pours the wine or grape juice into indi-

vidual cups. Retailers have a wide variety of styles and
price points.
 Challah covers: FairTradeJudaica offers an array of
Judaica items produced by artisans in developing countries.
These certified fair trade items are not just beautiful, you
can rest easy knowing the workers received fair pay in safe
conditions and that no child labor was used.
 Shabbat candlesticks: For something traditional and
inexpensive, try some pewter ones that come with a plate
for catching the wax drippings.
 Mezuzahs: Retailers have a wide variety of styles and
price points. Bear in mind that some do not come with a
scroll, so you (or your recipient) will need to purchase
that separately.
 Chanukiahs, or menorahs: What’s more fitting for
See “Gift” on page 10

Nine things you didn’t know about Chanukah
By Julie Wiener
(MyJewishLearning via JTA) – Chanukah, which starts
at sundown on Saturday, December 24 – also Christmas
eve – is among the most widely celebrated Jewish holidays in the United States. But that doesn’t mean there is
nothing new to learn about this eight-day festival. From the
mysterious origins of gelt to an Apocryphal beheading to
Marilyn Monroe, we’ve compiled an item for each candle
(don’t forget the shammash!) on the Chanukah menorah.
1. Gelt as we know it is a relatively new tradition – and
no one knows who invented it.
While coins – “gelt” is Yiddish for coins, or money
– have been part of Chanukah observance for centuries,
chocolate gelt is considerably younger. In her book “On the
Chocolate Trail,” Rabbi Deborah Prinz writes that “opinions differ” concerning the origins of chocolate gelt: Some
credit America’s Loft candy company with creating it in the
1920s, while others suggest there were European versions
earlier that inspired Israel’s Elite candy company. Prinz
notes, as well, that chocolate gelt resembles a European
Christmas tradition of exchanging gold-covered chocolate
coins “commemorating the miracles of St. Nicholas.”
2. The first Chanukah celebration was actually a delayed
Sukkot observance.
The second book of Maccabees quotes from a letter sent
circa 125 B.C.E. from the Hasmoneans, the Maccabees’
descendants, to the leaders of Egyptian Jewry describing the
holiday as “the festival of Sukkot celebrated in the month
of Kislev rather than Tishrei.” Since the Jews were still
in caves fighting as guerrillas in Tishrei 164 B.C.E., they
had been unable to honor the eight-day holiday of Sukkot,
which required visiting the Jerusalem Temple. Hence it
was postponed until after the recapture of Jerusalem and
the rededication of the Temple. Many scholars believe it is
this – not the talmudic legend of the cruse of oil that lasted
eight days – that explains why Chanukah is eight days long.
3. The books of Maccabees, which tell the story of
Chanukah, were not included in the Hebrew Bible – but
they are in the Catholic Bible.
There are different theories explaining why the first-century rabbis who canonized the scriptures omitted the
Maccabees, ranging from the text’s relative newness at
the time to fears of alienating the Roman leadership then
in control of Jerusalem.
4. Marilyn Monroe owned a music-playing Chanukah
menorah (the Marilyn Monrorah?).
When the Hollywood star converted to Judaism before
marrying the Jewish playwright Arthur Miller, her future
mother-in-law gave her a menorah as a conversion gift. The
Chanukah lamp, which the menorah’s current owner says
Mrs. Miller brought back from Jerusalem, has a wind-up
music box in its base that plays “Hatikvah,” Israel’s national
anthem. The Marilyn menorah is featured in the Jewish
Museum in New York City’s exhibit “Becoming Jewish:
Warhol’s Liz and Marilyn,” but sadly you cannot wind it up.
5. The game of dreidel was inspired by a German game
played at Christmastime that itself is an imitation of an
English and Irish one.
Our Eastern European game of dreidel (including the

Hebrew letters nun, gimmel, hey and shin) is directly based
on the German equivalent of the British totum game: N =
Nichts = nothing; G = Ganz = all; H = Halb = half, and S
= Stell ein = put in. In German, the spinning top was called
a “torrel,” or “trundl.”
6. Oily food (think latkes and sufganiyot) isn’t Chanukah’s only culinary tradition.
Traditionally, Chanukah has included foods with cheese
in recognition of Judith, whose liberal use of the salty treat
facilitated a victory for the Maccabees.
7. On Chanukah, we celebrate a grisly murder.
The aforementioned Judith had an ulterior motive for
plying the Assyrian general Holofernes with salty cheese:
making him thirsty so he would drink lots of wine and pass
out, enabling her to chop off his head and bring it home
with her. The beheading – particularly the fact that a woman
carried it out – was said to have frightened Holofernes’
troops into fleeing the Maccabees.
8. The next “Thanksgivukkah” (sort of), is only 55
years away.
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Arieh Ullmann
and
Rhonda Levine

Shari & Rob
Neuberger

May you and your family
be blessed during the holiday
and throughout the year!

Shana
Tovah

May your

Merri & Tony
Chanukah
Zander, Anna,
& Dora
be Maya
filled with
Linkathe
Preus
miracles
of the holiday

Bonnie, Rachel, Brittany
& Arielle Rozen

Wishing the Community
a Happy Chanukah

from

Shari & Rob
Neuberger

Sima & Neil Auerbach

Shari
& Rob Neuberger

Kids spun dreidels at the Eldridge Street Synagogue in
New York City. The game of dreidel was inspired by a
German game played at Christmastime. (Photo by Stephen
Chernin/Getty Images)

For a New Year as
sweet as honey

Wishing our friends & family a
Happy Passover

Happy
Passover!

H

In 2013, the convergence of Thanksgiving and Chanukah
on November 28 inspired everything from turkey-shaped
menorahs to a giant dreidel float in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade. While experts say a full day of Chanukah
won’t coincide with the fourth Thursday in November
for thousands of years, the first night of Chanukah will
fall in time for Thanksgiving dinner (assuming you have
the meal at dinnertime rather than in the afternoon) on
November 27, 2070.
9. The largest menorah in the world, according to the
Guinness Book of World Records, is 32 feet high and
Merri & Tony
weighs 4,000 pounds.
The Shulchan Aruch
stipulates
that a Maya
menorah
Zander, Anna,
& should
Dora be
no taller than about 31 feet. Incidentally, Guinness lists at
Linka
Preusmost dreidels
least three other Chanukah-related
records:
spinning simultaneously for at least 10 seconds (734),
most people simultaneously lighting menorahs (834) and
largest display of lit menorahs (1,000). We’d like to know
the most latkes ever eaten in one sitting.
Julie Wiener is the managing editor of MyJewishLearning.

HAPPY
CHANUKAH
THE
NEWMAN
FAMILY
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Merri & Tony
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Israel’s first Chanukah candle factory endures
77-year history
By Judy Lash Balint
JNS.org
SDEROT – The Menorah Candle Company, manufacturer and exporter of millions
of Chanukah candles worldwide, is one of
the oldest businesses in the industrial zone
of Sderot, the Negev city better known as a
frequent target for Hamas rockets than for
its commerce.
Menorah produces the small, bright-blue
box filled with 44 multicolored candles and
printed with iconic images designed by Boris Schatz of the early 20th century Bezalel
art movement. This simple box of candles
has been a Chanukah holiday component
for Jews around the world for decades.
Today, the factory is run by an idealistic
CEO, Ilan Ben Moshe, who considers the
operation a business and a national mission.
The factory was moved to Sderot from Tel
Aviv in 1988 by its previous owner, a Holocaust survivor, who bought the company
from its founders. The original business
started in 1939 as the first candle manufacturer in Palestine. Menorah now employs
40 workers, all residents of Sderot and the

surrounding area.
“We’ve gone through two wars here
in the past four years,” noted Ben Moshe,
referring to Israel’s eight-day Operation
Pillar of Defense in November 2012 and
2014’s Operation Protective Edge in the
Gaza Strip. “Sderot is less than a mile from
Gaza and has been under fire for 14 years,
but people here are very brave,” he added.
On a recent afternoon, Ben Moshe invited
a visitor into the operation and the large protected area where workers take shelter when
Israel’s Red Alert siren gives a 15-second
warning of an imminent rocket attack. In the
2012 war, Menorah was forced to close for
10 days when the area came under frequent
bombardment, and anxiety among workers
was a constant companion. In June 2014, a
direct rocket hit on a nearby paint factory
was one of the attacks that brought Israel
into the month-long Gaza War. The factory
was completely destroyed in the attack and
four workers were injured.
When that happened, Ben Moshe, who
makes the 90-minute commute from Jerusalem every day, said he considered mov-

At left: Ilan Ben Moshe, owner
of Menorah Candle Company,
in the small synagogue on the
factory premises. ( Photo by
Judy Lash Balint)

ing his factory to the Jerusalem area, but,
ultimately decided to “stay here forever. I
consider it our mission to be here.”
“Candles have soul,” Ben Moshe asserted. That’s what attracted him and two
partners to buy the veteran company in 2012,
after a successful career as a vice president of
several large Israeli corporations and a brief
experience producing candles in Turkey.
Ben Moshe, 44, the son of a Canadian-born mother and an Iraqi father, served
as an IDF paratrooper and is the father of
four. An observant Jew, he takes pride in
providing for the religious needs of Jews
worldwide.
He’s quick to note that Menorah has expanded over the years to produce and export
Shabbat candles, memorial candles, Havdalah candles and, in the last year, individual
cups of olive oil. Many in Israel prefer to
commemorate the Chanukah miracle of a
single cruse of oil lasting for eight days in
its original form.
Individual oil cups now constitute 15
percent of Menorah’s Chanukah trade, a
number Ben Moshe expects to rise as more
Jews abroad adopt the olive oil custom.
The company tries to locally source
paraffin, wicks, olive oil and dye, all the
components that go into making the signature candles.
A parallel part of the Menorah ethos is
providing employment and occupational
therapy to local people with special needs.
Ten of the 40 workers at the 75,000 sq. ft.
plant are from the special needs community and are involved in various aspects of
packing and shipping thousands of oil cups
and candles daily.
Commercial candle making is a relatively simple, but exacting, process using
paraffin and oil. The Sderot plant uses machinery manufactured and imported from

Gift
May the Chanukah lights
of freedom cast their
glow on all mankind

Chanukah than a menorah? Just make sure
you give this one early in the holiday, so the
recipient gets to use it this year. A convenient option is a compact travel menorah,
perfect for someone who wants to celebrate
the holiday outside the home.
 Jewelry: A silver Star of David is
simple and matches everything. And a
custom-made Hebrew necklace is a great
option for a Jew by choice who wants to
show off his or her new Hebrew name (and

A display of Menorah Candle Company
Chanukah candles. (Photo courtesy
Menorah Candle Company)
Germany and China some 30 years ago
that still functions well today. The wicks
are eight-layers strong to create a steady
flame. To create different colors, sizes and
shapes of candles, many kinds of paraffin
additions are required.
To keep up with demand and an exacting export schedule, production starts four
months ahead of the holiday. Menorah’s
biggest customers outside of Israel are in
North America, France, Australia and South
Africa, with business growing an average
of 10 percent every year, Ben Moshe said.
One last stop on the factory tour is the
small synagogue on its premises that is used
for daily Torah study. Ben Moshe reflects
on the candle legacy he’s perpetuating and
growing bigger.
“God sent me here,” he said with a smile.
Continued from page 9
newfound Hebrew literacy).
 Clothing: The “Not In the Tribe, But I
Dig the Vibe” T-shirt ($48) is perfect (albeit
a bit on the pricy side) for someone who is
married to a Jew or simply likes hanging
out with them, while dreidel-print leggings
($28) allow Jews and non-Jews to subtly
(and comfortably) demonstrate their Chanukah spirit.
Julie Wiener is managing editor of
MyJewishLearning.

At right: What better gift to give
to a newly minted Jewish person
at Chanukah than a menorah
– unlit, of course. (Photo by
Yair Aronshtam/Flickr, CC
BY-SA 2.0)
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Claims

Continued from page 2
hashtag “Sarcastic, not serious.”
At least 35 people were arrested on
Orit Perlov, who researches Arab social
suspicion of committing arson or inciting
media at the Institute for National Security
others to do so, mostly Palestinians and
Studies, said self-critical humor became
the rest Arab Israelis. But by December 3,
the dominant tone on Arab social media
only 10 remained in custody for suspected
as the fires in Israel raged. Initially, she
arson, with the rest released unconditionalsaid, there was widespread rejoicing and
ly, Channel 2 reported. Only two suspects
talk of divine punishment under the Arabic
have been indicted, and one claims he was
hashtag “Israel is burning.”
just burning garbage. And though no one
But especially after the Palestinian
doubts there was some arson involved,
Authority sent firefighting help and some
motives remain unclear.
Arabs publicly condemned the arsonists,
“It’s still too early to rule nationalistic
people began asking questions like, “If
motives,” police officials told Channel 10
it’s coming from God, what did we do
on December 6. “Yes, there were incidents
wrong to explain what’s happening in our
of arson, but nationalistic motives are far
states?” she said.
from being definitively concluded.”
Schweitzer, the terrorism researcher,
In the absence of proof, some have
criticized the rush to judgment. “The habit An Israeli firefighting airplane tried to extinguish a blaze raging in Haifa on November 24. said it was noteworthy that the arson
had flamed out on its own, despite the
of inflaming the atmosphere by politicians (Photo by Meir Vaknin/Flash90)
incendiary comments by Israeli politiis playing into the hands of the terrorists,”
Yoram Schweitzer, a former Israeli intelligence official and fires in Haifa and Zichron Yaakov, nor clear proof of arson. cians. Among other things, he said, that was because
One Arab Israeli who was arrested and held for three Arab Israelis are “part of the victims and part of Israeli
the head of terrorist research at the Institute for National
Security Studies think tank, told JTA. “A basic principle of days on suspicion of inciting arson was released after society. Instead of calming the population, which is the task
fighting terrorism is to differentiate between the community police admitted they had mistranslated his sarcastic of leaders, Israeli politicians did the reverse and claimed
who is allegedly or potentially supportive of such acts and Facebook post. The tweet was meant to condemn those an ‘arson intifada,’” he said. “That’s just not wise, to put
supporting arson on social media and ended with the it very mildly.”
the terrorists themselves.
“This is the first principle that was breached,” he added.
On December 5, Ayman Odeh, the head of the Joint List,
Continued from page 2
a coalition of Arab political parties, said he would seek to
We can no longer afford to act first and ask questions
have Netanyahu investigated for incitement for seeming to
Knowing all this, you can understand why ecologists
accuse Arab Israelis of deliberately setting fires. Odeh said from the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel are later. We cannot blindly do whatever feels right without
he would formally request a probe by the attorney general. urging the public to allow nature to run its course. It’s clear consulting the experts. We must find options that will
“Everyone knows that there wasn’t a wave of terrorism, to us that the only way forward is patience, careful planning enrich our biodiversity.
As winter sets in, it may be difficult to see that patience
there wasn’t a ‘fire intifada,’” he said, using a term some and consultation with experts in the field.
Israeli media outlets had put in their headlines.
Make no mistake: Being patient doesn’t mean sitting idle. and planning is, in fact, the way forward. But when all the
Police officials have said they suspect arson in 29 of We need to simultaneously launch a full-scale ecological affected areas are green and lush this spring, we will all be
the 39 major fires, and in about one-third of the 90 total survey to see how the affected areas are reacting naturally, happy that we stood our ground.
Jay Shofet is the director of partnerships and developfires they investigated. There are no suspects in the large and begin the development of “buffer zones” between
human living areas and the previously wooded areas.
ment at the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel,
In the aftermath of forest fires, highly adaptive and “op- the oldest and largest environmental nonprofit organization
portunistic” plants like pine trees begin to overwhelm the in Israel. He previously served as the executive director of
Continued from page 8
affected areas. Our biggest challenge is effectively diluting the Jerusalem-based Green Environment Fund.
Toast the pistachios in a small skillet over low heat until these young seedlings so they won’t develop and create a
they are just golden brown and fragrant, 3 to 5 minutes; dense carpet of green cover. If we mobilize teams quickly,
we can prevent this and create a less dense and more patchy
set aside.
Place the spinach in a large bowl. Thinly slice the pear and diverse vegetation cover. If we allow the pine trees to
and add it to the bowl along with the cranberries and olives. grow – or support campaigns to plant even more pine trees
Just prior to serving, add the toasted pistachios and in the devastated areas – we will do great damage to the
cooked quinoa, toss with the lemon vinaigrette and season natural balance and set the stage for yet another wildfire,
due to the species’ repeatedly proven high flammability.
to taste with salt.
The final stage of the healing process is education. In
Serve family style or in individual bowls or on plates.
Jewish book club
Tip: Getting the garlic really finely minced or crushed addition to promoting the information stated above, we
will help the flavor dissipate, so that instead of biting into must also make the Israeli public understand that the slow
The Great Jewish Books Book Club, a
a piece of raw garlic, the salad is nicely seasoned with a and natural regrowth of our Mediterranean shrubland and
program of the Yiddish Book Center, will
grassland is not a failure – it is what’s best for the land
garlic essence.
launch in January 2017. Members of the club
that we love. Though many well-intentioned Zionists
will receive a new book every three months,
might prefer the image of trees standing tall in a majestic along with related book reviews, essays, audio and video
Israeli forest, the truth is that the shrubland ecosystem is a recordings, and other resources. They’ll also be invited to
high-value area for biodiversity and must be protected. In take part in online discussions, via a private Facebook group,
, LLP
addition, Israel sorely needs more open spaces to mitigate with other members and Yiddish Book Center staff. The
its cycle of wildfires.
reading list for the inaugural book club includes works in
Our range of services features:
translation and a new selection of stories by an American
■ All levels of financial statement preparation and related services for private
author, among other books.
and non-profit companies; including audits, reviews and compilations
The deadline to register for the 2017 Great Jewish Books
■ Specialized Services and Tax Compliance Services; including high net worth
individuals, businesses, estates, trusts, business valuations, litigation support,
Book Club is December 31. There is a $75 fee, which
forensic and matrimonial accounting
covers the cost of the books. For more information or to
■ Planning strategies for tax minimization
sign up, visit yiddishbookcenter.org/book-club.
■ Management consulting
Grow with us.
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Today, it’s not good enough to be one
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need a targeted ad campaign that’s
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The Jewish Museum in New York City is holding
the exhibit “Take Me (I’m Yours)” through February
5. The exhibit aims to create a democratic space for all
visitors to take ownership of artworks and curate their
personal art collections. Featuring works by more than
40 artists from different generations and from all over
the world, it asks viewers not only to get into close
contact with the artworks, but to take them away and
keep them for good. Many of the artworks are new and
created for the exhibit.
For more information, visit http://thejewishmuseum.org
or contact the museum info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.
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“Gefilte Manifesto” seeks to make classic Jewish
food great again
By Robert Gluck
neighborhood. “I fell in love with baking
JNS.org
and cooking big meals and Jewish holiday
Having paid their dues on the Brooklyn cooking, and after university I worked on
food scene, emerging young chefs Liz Alp- a magazine and then got a job working for
ern and Jeffrey Yoskowitz are on a mission [cookbook author] Joan Nathan,” Alpern
to reclaim and revolutionize Ashkenazi told JNS.org. “I did recipe testing for her,
cuisine. The millennial duo’s mission starts and she got me a job in a pastry kitchen
with their book, “The Gefilte Manifesto: and on a food truck. Then I crossed paths
New Recipes for Old World Jewish Foods,” with Jeffrey and we both were super on
which was released in September.
fire about Jewish foods.”
Alpern and Yoskowitz, who were
After hitting it off, Yoskowitz and Alpern
featured in Forbes’s “30 Under 30” list would go on to launch The Gefilteria.
for food and wine in 2014, are drawing
Raised in New Jersey by parents who
praise from other chefs. Mollie Katzen loved Ashkenazi culture, Yoskowitz at– a bestselling author-illustrator of veg- tended a Jewish day school and became
etarian cookbook classics such as “The well-versed in traditional Jewish cuisine
Moosewood Cookbook,” “The Enchanted from a young age. “My dad took me to
Broccoli Forest” and “The Heart of the the Jewish delis and kinisheries and the
Plate: Vegetarian Recipes for a New Jewish food institutions of New York
Generation” – said the new cookbook when I was a child,” he said. “I was alfrom Alpern and Yoskowitz “beautifully ways interested in food and even studied
manages to frame traditional Ashkenazi the kosher food industry for my senior
cuisine with perfect twists
thesis [at Brown Univerand newness.
sity]. When I graduated, I
“It’s no small feat to rebecame a farm fellow and
tain the character of an old,
moved to Adamah Farm, a
emotionally held culinary
Jewish organic farm.”
culture while imparting
At Adamah, Yoskowitz
fresh life to the standards,”
became a pickle apprenKatzen told JNS.org. “Jeftice, falling in love with the
frey and Liz nailed it, not
art of lacto-fermentation
only with outstanding rec– a style of pickling and
ipes, but also with history
preserving that does not
and stories and context,
involve vinegar and is the
impeccably written. The
classic style of making the
passion of yet another genJewish deli pickle.
eration carries it forward;
Pickling helped Yoswe Jewish mothers can The cover of “The Gefilte kowitz discovered the wisbe collectively entranced, Manifesto.” (Photo courtesy dom that is inherent in
of Flatiron Books)
inspired and proud.”
Jewish cooking. “Not only
Since 1935
“The Gefilte Manifesto”
does the pickle have a lot of
SPECIALIZING
IN NEW &flavor,
USED
includes recipes for
pantry staples, pickles,
theAPPLIANCES
method of making it relies on a
breads, soups, dumplings, lighter side dish- natural occurring bacteria – acidophilus,
72 MAIN
JOHNSON
SERVICEmain
- PARTS
es, deliSALES
sides and- specialties,
courses, what’s
in ST.
yogurt
– whichCITY
is very good for
REPAIR
& SERVICE
ON MOST
MAJOR
BRANDS your digestion
desserts
and
beverages,
as well
as a chapter
and is probiotic,” he said.
CALL 729-6356
OPEN MON.
through
TIL 6:00,
SAT. 9–2 “Growing up eating a pastrami sandwich
on “choosing
your
own FRI.
leftover
adventure.”
In 2011,
Yoskowitz,
and Jackie with
a full sourPassover
pickle next to it, wow, it’s
FREE
DELIVERY - Alpern
FREE PARKING
Happy
Lilinshtein founded The Gefilteria, a food the best way of helping digest that fatty
venture whose mission is to adapt classic pastrami sandwich. That’s when I learned
Eastern European Jewish cuisine to the this tradition has a built in wisdom to it.
values and tastes of a new generation. The This inspired me.
initiative launched a reimagined brand
“It was an awakening, where food comes
of gefilte fish and started hosting pop-up from, the experience creating it,” Yoskowitz
dining events.
added. “Then I got into writing.”
“For us, it all started with gefilte fish,”
Now an entrepreneur, consultant, cook
states The Gefilteria’s website. “We took and public speaker, Yoskowitz’s writings
Since have
1935
the classic dish and reimagined it, making
been published in The New York Times,
it colorful, gluten
free
and
responsibly
The
Atlantic
and Gastronomica.
SPECIALIZING IN NEW & Jewish
USEDfood
APPLIANCES
sourced (with non-GMO olive oil and the
writer and cookbook author
highestSALES
quality fish).
And we also
made sure 72Leah
Koenig,
whose
- SERVICE
- PARTS
MAIN ST. JOHNSONlatest
CITY book is 2015’s
it tasted
really
great.”
“Modern
Jewish
Cooking,”
praised “The
REPAIR & SERVICE ON MOST MAJOR BRANDS
729-6356
CALL
Published five years after The Gefilte- Gefilte
Manifesto”
for digging “deep into
MON. through
FRI. TILManifesto”
6:00, SAT. 9–2
ria’sOPEN
founding,
“The Gefilte
is our Ashkenazi ancestors’ recipe boxes.
FREE
- FREE PARKING
Happy
New
Yearfavorites and lost
essentially
theDELIVERY
food venture’s
playbook.
“It pulls out
time-tested
As an undergraduate student at McGill gems, and finds ways to make them taste
University in Montreal, Alpern baked at once fresh and innovative, and utterly
challah out of her home and sold it be- authentic,” Koenig told JNS.org.
cause there was no kosher bakery in her
Indeed, whether it is old country sour

SHAUL’S APPLIANCE CENTER

cream, schmaltz and gribenes, summer
beet borscht, beef kreplach, sweet lokshen kugel with plums, spiced herring
in oil, smoked whitefish gefilte terrine,
chopped liver pate, blintzes, or winebraised brisket with butternut squash,
“The Gefilte Manifesto” screams out
with its authors’ passion to contemporize
classic Jewish cuisine.
“Gefilte is not just about your bubbe,”
they write. “It is not about kitsch or a foodie
revolution. Gefilte is about reclaiming our
time-honored foods and caring how they
taste and how they’re sourced. It is about
serving a dish with pride, not simply out
of deference to hollow convention. It is
about taking food traditions seriously and
reclaiming the glory of Ashkenazi food –
what it has been and what it can be.”

Jeffrey Yoskowitz and Liz Alpern, authors
of “The Gefilte Manifesto.” (Photo by
Lauren Volo)

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israel receives first delivery of F-35 stealth fighter jets

Israeli leaders and top U.S. officials were on hand on Dec. 12 to welcome the first
delivery of the state-of-the-art F-35 stealth fighter jets at an air force base in Israel. The
ceremony, which was delayed for several hours due to poor weather conditions, was
attended by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Reuven Rivlin and
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman, along with U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton
Carter, U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan Shapiro and officials from Lockheed Martin, the
plane’s manufacturer. Netanyahu said Israel “was just made stronger today.” Carter said
there is no better symbol of U.S.-Israel relations than the F-35 and that both countries
will “dominate the skies. ...With the turmoil in the region, we’re more dedicated to Israel’s security today than ever before,” Carter said. The F-35 jets are widely viewed as
the world’s most advanced fighter aircraft. Israel is the first foreign country permitted to
purchase the planes and so far has agreed to buy 52 planes at a cost of $100 million each.

Israel signs trilateral R&D pact with Greece, Cyprus

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
met with Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades and Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
in Jerusalem on Dec. 8, with the three nations signing a trilateral research and development
agreement to advance joint ventures and projects. It was the three leaders’ second meeting,
which Netanyahu said “reflects the close and tightening relations between the countries.”
Netanyahu held separate and joint meetings with the Greek and the Cypriot leaders, and
shared his plan to promote the formation of a regional task force specializing in natural
disaster response. The multinational task force would come to the aid of countries in the
region that are struck by disasters such as wildfires, earthquakes or floods, and would assist
in search and rescue efforts and provide logistical support and humanitarian aid.
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Happy Chanukah

“May love and light fill your
home and heart at Chanukah”
– author unknown
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Scientific Breakthroughs
Research from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
From Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
New theory debunks consensus that math abilities
are innate
BEER-SHEVA – A new theory regarding how the brain
first learns basic math could alter approaches to identifying
and teaching students with math learning disabilities. Published in the Behavioral and Brain Sciences, researchers
offer a better understanding of how, when and why people
grasp everyday math skills.
The most widely accepted theory today suggests
people are born with a “sense of numbers,” an innate
ability to recognize different quantities, like the number of items in a shopping cart, and that this ability
improves with age. Early math curricula and tools for
diagnosing math-specific learning disabilities such as
dyscalculia, a brain disorder that makes it hard to make
sense of numbers and math concepts, have been based
on that consensus.
Ph.D. students Naama Katzin and Maayan Harel and
Prof. Avishai Henik, all from the BGU Department of
Psychology and the Zlotowski Center for Neuroscience,
collaborated with Dr. Tali Leibovich from the Numerical

Cognition Laboratory at the Department of Psychology
and Brain and Mind Institute, University of Western
Ontario. Leibovich was formerly a Ph.D. researcher at
BGU’s Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences and
the Zlotowski Center.
“If we are able to understand how the brain learns math,
and how it understands numbers and more complex math
concepts that shape the world we live in, we will be able
to teach math in a more intuitive and enjoyable way,”
says Leibovich. “This study is the first step in achieving
this goal.”
The study challenges the prevalent “sense of numbers”
theory. Other theories suggest that a “sense of magnitude”
that enables people to discriminate between different “continuous magnitudes,” such as the density of two groups of
apples or total surface area of two pizza trays, is even more
basic and automatic than a sense of numbers.
The researchers argue that understanding the relationship
between size and number is critical for the development
of higher math abilities. By combining number and size
(e.g., area, density and perimeter), we can make faster and
more efficient decisions.

Take, for example, the dilemma over choosing the
quickest checkout line at the grocery store. While
most people intuitively get behind someone with a less
filled-looking cart, a fuller-looking cart with fewer, larger
items may actually be quicker. The way we make these
kinds of decisions reveals that people use the natural
correlation between number and continuous magnitudes
to compare magnitudes.
The researchers also urge colleagues to consider the
roles other factors, such as language and cognitive control,
play in acquiring numerical concepts. While the theoretical
models presented in this review may raise more questions
than answers, the researchers hope their hypothesis will
reveal new ways of identifying dyscalculia, which can
currently only be diagnosed in school-aged children. By
this stage, children with the disorder are already lagging
behind their peers.
“This new approach will allow us to develop diagnostic
tools that do not require any formal math knowledge, thus
allowing diagnosis and treatment of dyscalculia before
school age,” says Leibovich.
See “Negev” on page 16
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wrote.
“Negro
editors
know
what
democracy is about bethrough the mail as well as over the rails, Abbott was safe
“The fight is a common one, a humane one, and one
cause
they
haven’t
got
much
of
it
– and they want it. But
to write about lynchings and other atrocities in the South. that should enlist the sympathies and aid of every liberty
we
do
have
in
America
a
freedom
of speech denied, for
But the Defender also regularly printed articles that detailed loving person,” stated an editorial in 1915 headlined “What
instance, to Jews – and Negroes – in Germany.”
conditions for other oppressed minorities around the globe, The Jews Are Doing.”
Remarkably, the “Victory Through Unity” edition was
including the Jews of Eastern Europe. In January 1910, an
That same year, the Defender covered the trial of
assembled
by Ben Burns, the Defender’s first white, Jeweditorial lamented that conditions for African-Americans in 31-year-old Leo Frank on charges of raping and murdering
ish
editor,
who
had come to the newspaper as an act of
the South were a “paradise compared to the way the Jews a 13-year-old girl who worked at the pencil factory in Marare treated in Russia,” referring to the pogroms that were ietta, GA, where he was a manager. Despite questionable journalistic redemption following several years in which
taking place with increasing frequency.
evidence, a flawed trial and a national appeal organized by he had written propaganda for publications affiliated with
Contacts with the Jewish community were local as well. prominent Jewish organizations, Frank had been convicted the Communist Party. He appreciated the irony when he
The same year, the Defender’s fine arts critic, Sylvester Rus- and sentenced to death. Georgia’s governor commuted the noticed that the building housing the Defender at that time
sell, visited the teeming Jewish community on Chicago’s sentence, but in the middle of the night, a well-organized had been built several decades earlier as a synagogue for
West Side, where he watched a Yiddish musical in a noisy, mob of men – the state’s leading citizens, by all reports – the Anshe Dorom – “Men of the South” – congregation.
Burns was just the first in a long line of white journalists,
crowded movie theater. He came away praising the actors’ invaded the prison where Frank was being kept, snatched
men
and women, including many Jews, who worked at the
“enviable masses of black, curly hair,” as well as their musical him from his cell, drove him to Marietta in a convoy of
newspaper through the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s, even as civil
skills and choreography, concluding that Jews had “the same private cars and hanged him in a downtown park.
The Defender’s editorial page columnist, Z. Withers, rights gave way to Black Power. When I arrived in the
warm temperament” as African-Americans.
As World War I saw millions of Jews trapped between expressed his condolences to Frank’s family and support- early 1990s, Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan had
the advances and retreats of various armies, their brethren ers, then observed that allegations of sexual transgressions become one of black America’s most prominent leaders with
in the United States organized both relief and political were also used to justify similar mob lynchings of 3,453 a message of racial separatism and explicit antisemitism.
The Defender was careful to cover the Nation as a
support, only to prompt suspicion and derision from African-American men during the previous decade. Withers
significant
force in black America, but it made a subtle
many newspapers who claimed to discern a mysterious maintained that these charges were manufactured precisely
statement
about
where the newspaper stood on the issue of
cabal behind the humanitarian campaign. The Defender, to arouse outrage from the white, Christian majority, and
however, urged African-Americans to support the Jews that the lynchers’ actions were calculated to terrorize rather the need for an integrated society by assigning me to cover
Farrakhan. For his part, Farrakhan accepted my posting and
and even replicate their strategies.
than achieve justice.
“Will we retain lynch law at the terrible cost of endan- even granted me an exclusive interview, once he read my
and1941
concluded that I wrote about him accurately.
Quality and Dependability
1941free institutions?” Withers
Quality asked.
and Dependability
Since
geringSince
our own
“We reportage
My experience at the Defender removed any illusions I
mention the name Leo Frank and kindly ask that you look
had that the African-American/Jewish alliance was groundbehind this terrible tragedy for an answer.”
When the United States entered World War II in late ed in internal similarities between the two communities,
1941, many African-Americans were ambivalent about which, after all, are no longer proximate to each other,
supporting an effort to liberate Europe from Nazi tyranny geographically or otherwise. But researching the histowhile they were still subjected to legal segregation at home, ry of the newspaper, in turn, confirmed for me that this
even in the U.S. Armed Forces. But African-American partnership was formed in response to the threat of white
newspapers around the country ultimately got behind the supremacy at home and abroad, and that it has persisted
war effort, launching a “Double V” campaign to advocate because the menace never truly vanished from the scene.
The resurgence of white supremacists in this recent
for victory abroad and victory at home.
election
and its aftermath – especially President-elect
The Defender published a special “Victory Through
Donald
Trump’s
decision to hire as his senior adviser a
Unity” edition with guest essays from President Franklin
Roosevelt and his wife, Eleanor, as well as a multiracial, man who once called his website a “platform for the ‘alt607.729.3566
international array of intellectuals and luminaries.607.729.3566
Author right,’” and the horrifying spectacle of neo-Nazis rallying
in Washington, DC – suggests that for the foreseeable
Langston Hughes wrote an essay for the edition arguing
414 Commerce Road n Vestal, NY n 13851-0066
414 Commerce Road n Vestal,
NY n 13851-0066
that the Nazis and their allies represented an existential future, Jews and African-Americans will continue to
hold together politically. They will likely be joined by
threat, and that there was no alternative to war.
“Although Alabama is bad, the Axis is worse,” Hughes Muslims, undocumented immigrants, women’s rights
activists, GLBTQ advocates, journalists and civil libertarians – out of an instinct for self-preservation, if not a
shared vision for a tolerant, inclusive nation.
Ethan Michaeli is the author of “The Defender: How
the Legendary Black Newspaper Changed America”
[Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016], which was just listed
as one of The New York Times’100 Notable Books of 2016.
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Scientific Breakthroughs
This Jewish woman’s research may save millions of lives
By Victor Wishna
LAWRENCE, KS (JTA) – Joanna Slusky places a test
tube into an incubating shaker, flips the switch, and it begins
to quiver. So does she. “I’m excited,” she said, showing off
another gadget in her lab, a contraption that stirs solutions
using a magnetic coil and a metal bar. “How great is that?”
It’s pretty great – so great that even a psychology major
feels the excitement. The work that Slusky is doing at the
University of Kansas, where she is an assistant professor
of molecular biosciences and computational biology, may
ultimately save millions of lives.
A protein she designed appears to be one of the most
promising responses yet to the growing threat of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. It’s a scourge that infects two million
Americans each year and more than 23,000 fatally, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Some world health officials project that by 2050, antibiotic
resistance, if unchecked, could be responsible for more
deaths globally than from all forms of cancer combined.
Slusky’s innovation earned the attention of the Palo
Alto, CA-based Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation,
which in November named her one of the first five Moore
Inventor Fellows. As such, she will receive $825,000 over
three years to fund her research, including $50,000 a year
from the University of Kansas.
It’s an important crossroads for the prospects for global
health and a remarkable achievement for the 37-year-old
Jewish biochemist, who never saw herself as an “inventor
scientist” – a term she admits that she, well, invented.
Growing up in an observant Jewish home in New
Jersey, Slusky knew from a young age that she wanted to
be a scientist. That’s largely thanks to her mother – a Bell
Labs physicist who was one of the first women to earn
a doctorate in physics at Princeton – who made science
“sound like fun,” Slusky told JTA.
“There was a car ride that has become one of our family
stories,” she said. “The conversation topic was, ‘What
do you want to be when you grow up?’ My mother was
describing how, as a scientist, she shoots lasers at crystals. My father is a patent attorney and he told us how he
talks to people and he writes things. And I said, ‘OK, I’m

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

IDF and Technion join forces to
develop “medical” glider

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Medical
Corps of the Israel Defense Forces has collaborated with
the Technion – Israel Institute of Technology on the development of a glider that could save lives on the battlefield,
Israel Hayom reported on Dec. 7. The “medical” glider is
designed to carry up to 110 pounds of medical supplies,
such as blood transfusion kits, antibiotics, and intubation
kits. The glider can cover a distance of 12 miles within
eight minutes. It is 11 feet long and its wingspan stretches
13 feet. The glider was designed with collapsible wings so
that, if necessary, it could be launched from a plane. It also
has relatively low production costs, which stand at tens of
thousands of dollars per unit. “The glider won’t eliminate the
need to evacuate [wounded] soldiers, but it will allow us to
bring the hospital to the patients and carry out evacuations in
a more considered, calm manner, and deliver soldiers to the
hospital in better condition,” said IDF Medical Corps Maj.
36Dr.
Conklin
Avenue,
Binghamton
Dean Nachman.
“Administrating
a blood transfusion is
722-8800
a lifesaving measure, and troops on prolonged deployment
can’t www.demunnfh.com
exactly carry a fridge with blood supplies with them.
Also, no solution has been devised at this time for cases
like mass-casualty events, where there is a shortage of
equipment in the field,” he said. Nachman added that “the
understanding that we need to provide [soldiers] with the
best-possible treatment, even in enemy territory, prompted
Since 1931.....
us to approach the Technion and design the glider.” Dr.
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the Technion’s
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Joanna Slusky, a professor of molecular biosciences and
computational biology at the University of Kansas, at work
in her lab. Slusky designed a protein that appears to be
one of the most promising responses yet to the threat of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria. (Photo by Sarah Mullinax)
going to be a scientist.’ And my brother said, ‘Can boys
be scientists, too?’”
Slusky attended both Orthodox and Conservative day
schools and has always kept Shabbat and kashrut. She said
her identity is shaped by both her Jewish tradition and her
work. “It’s something I think about a lot,” she said. “I believe that science is fundamentally answering the question
of ‘how,’ and Judaism is answering the question of ‘why,’
and those things aren’t in contrast for me. They’re very
much two sides coming together.”
Slusky’s first job in the sciences, technically, was as a
high school-aged babysitter for the children of a professor
of molecular genetics. When he learned that she was interested in biochemistry, he connected her to Dr. Terry Goss
Kinzy at Rutgers University, in whose lab she worked for
two summers. From there, after earning a degree in chemistry from Princeton, to further nurture her commitment to
Jewish learning she spent a year at the Drisha Institute for
Jewish Education on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. She
then pursued a doctorate in biochemistry and molecular
biophysics at the University of Pennsylvania, followed by
postdoctoral work at Sweden’s Stockholm University and
the Fox Chase Cancer Center in Philadelphia. She joined
the University of Kansas faculty in 2014.
Along the way, Slusky discovered protein design,
which is the study – and application – of the relationship
between amino-acid sequencing and resultant 3-D protein
structures. Shortly after establishing her lab at K.U., while
investigating what she calls a “scientifically interesting”
question about protein-protein interactions, she created
a new protein, but eventually set it aside. “And then,
through conversations with colleagues about antibiotic
resistance, I got to thinking, ‘I wonder if this protein that
I have in the freezer could make bacteria susceptible to
antibiotics,’” she recalled. “The whole goal of my work
is, instead of making new antibiotics, to make the old
antibiotics work like new.”
Due to what some consider overprescribing and overuse
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in agriculture, antibiotics today are present in water and
soil, where bacteria can develop resistance. While some
resist due to mutation of the bacteria target-proteins or the
modification of the antibiotic itself, the broader problem is
when an antibiotic cannot reach its target due to something
called an “efflux pump” – essentially a protein that pushes
antibiotics right back out through the bacteria’s membrane.
Slusky’s protein disables that pump.
She is not the first to attempt this, but previous efforts
have focused on different proteins in the efflux pump, often
with toxic results. What distinguishes this protein is that
it targets the bacteria’s outer membrane – a feature absent
from all human cells, which therefore are not vulnerable
to unintentional attack. Slusky’s protein should therefore
be nontoxic and more potent against the bacteria.
The call for applications from the Moore Foundation
– established by Intel Corp. co-founder Gordon Moore –
came shortly after Slusky’s breakthrough. The funds will
allow Slusky to expand her lab, while the publicity could
garner more interest and resources, helping her establish
enough data to ready the protein for clinical trials – and
possibly an approved, effective treatment within 20 years.
“It’s just fantastic,” she said of the accolades and the
potential to help save lives. “Hopefully it will snowball.”
Regardless, Slusky knows there is much work ahead
– though, of course, not on Shabbat, which she and her
family observe. Slusky and her husband, David, an assistant professor of economics at K.U., and their young
daughter are members of their Conservative synagogue
in the Kansas City suburbs.
Last Shavuot, Slusky taught a class on Torah and science.
Among many topics, she addressed Abraham Joshua Heschel’s philosophy of “radical amazement” at the miraculous,
natural world around us. Slusky said it is science that gives
her that sense of awe – whether it’s teaching informally
among the students and researchers on her staff, helping a
hall full of undergrads discover biochemistry for the first
time, or working alone in the lab.
“The intricacies of protein-protein interactions and
discovering new things about them is what fills me with
radical amazement, which is a fundamentally religious
feeling,” she said. “I also believe I have a responsibility to
the world, that my obligation is to bear the burden of the
other. And if I have the opportunity to do that on a global
scale, then that’s really exciting.”
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Israel’s Junior Mr. Universe credits Orthodox
upbringing for success
By Andrew Tobin
ZICHRON YAAKOV, Israel (JTA) – Kobi Ifrach stood
on a stage in England wearing nothing but gold body
paint, a Speedo and an Israeli flag. He had just become the
first Israeli to win the Junior Mr. Universe bodybuilding
competition.
Back home in this northern Israeli town, Ifrach’s haredi
Orthodox parents were cheering him on. Days earlier they
had lit Shabbat candles and prayed for his victory.
Ifrach, 20, left the path of strict Jewish observance
during high school and now abides instead by the strictures of bodybuilding – working out for hours every day
and following a carefully regimented diet. But he remains
close with his family and credits much of his success to
the discipline of his religious upbringing.
“Since you’re young, they teach you to have a strict
order to your days. You have to wake up in the morning and
pray and wrap tefillin, and you take this discipline with you
wherever you are in life,” Ifrach told JTA. “I still have this
order and this discipline of doing the things I need to do.”
Ifrach grew up in Zichron Yaakov, the youngest of eight
brothers and sisters born to Moroccan immigrant parents.
The children attended haredi Orthodox schools. Two of
Ifrach’s older brothers introduced him to weightlifting
when he was 11 years old. At his yeshiva in Tiberias, he
would hide dumbbells under his bed and skip prayers to
work out. In class, he would doodle pictures of superheroes
and bodybuilders instead of studying Torah. “Bodybuilding chose me. I didn’t choose it,” Ifrach said. “I liked
something about these very masculine characters. I was
interested in them.”
After a brief stint in an all-boys army preparatory program, Ifrach dropped out of school and moved home to
devote himself full time to bodybuilding. “I couldn’t sit and
study while I was thinking of working out. I needed to do
what my heart wanted,” he said. “Anyway, I don’t think I
would have continued with religion. It wasn’t in my soul.”
Ifrach’s parents tried to convince him to stay in the haredi
world. His obsession with bodybuilding made little sense
to them. “I was worried. I didn’t know where it was going
to lead,” his mother, Ruti, said as she prepared Shabbat
dinner. “He was making a balagan [fiasco] in the kitchen
every time he needed to eat. I was waking up in the middle
of the night thinking the house was on fire. I’d come into
the kitchen, and he’d just be eating his rice and chicken.”
“Our parents always wanted us to go their way, to stay
in the haredi world, for the men to study in the yeshiva,
for the women to be daughters of Jacob,” said Ifrach’s
sister, Hagit, 37, using a term for an ideal haredi woman.
Ifrach eventually moved into an apartment in a nearby
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Israel’s Junior Mr. Universe Kobi Ifrach in Zichron Yaakov
on November 25. (Photo by Andrew Tobin)
non-haredi neighborhood with his brother Mayer, a 26-yearold special needs teacher and amateur bodybuilder. They
still live together, along with a gregarious Rottweiler named
Revi. Together, they own and manage a bodybuilding supplement shop called Kobi Body. Their apartment is filled
with Ifrach’s trophies and medals, as well as one photo of
the two beefcake brothers nearly nude.
Seven days a week, Ifrach wakes up and drinks a protein
shake before spending 30 minutes practicing poses in front
of the mirror. An hour, later he eats a portion of tuna and
rice. Two hours after that, he lifts weights for three hours
and drinks another protein shake, sometimes followed by
running stairs. Lunch is a portion of chicken breast and
rice. After a few hours – typically spent working at the
supplement shop – he has dinner: an omelet made from a
dozen eggs, nine of them without the yolks.
At day’s end, he poses in the mirror for another 30
minutes before sending off a selfie to his trainer, Dani
Kaganovich, another young bodybuilder who has won
several international tournaments. Together, they tweak
the regimen for the following day, including how many

grams he will weigh out for each meal.
Ifrach’s regimented life leaves little room for hobbies
and friends. Along with his brother, he spends most of his
free time with his girlfriend, Yuval Azulay. Ifrach likes to
cook for her, even if he can’t enjoy the results. Azulay is 18
and doing national service for the Magen David ambulance
service before starting a career in teaching. In an inverse
situation to Ifrach’s, she comes from a secular family, but
became observant.
Ifrach competed in his first bodybuilding competition,
the Mr. Israel junior event in the coastal city of Netanya,
in 2012, at 16. He finished second, but the next year he
took first place. He followed up in 2014 by winning the
Mr. World youth competition in Malta, then took the title
again the following year in Brazil.
As Ifrach rose in the bodybuilding world, his family
came to support him, and with them came much of the
community. By all accounts, the process started with his
mother. “You have to understand, my father is a very
respected rabbi in the community. Everyone is seeking
his advice and coming here to consult with him about
religious and personal issues,” Hagit Ifrach said. “Seeing
Kobi on the stage the first time, wearing only underwear,
was a shock. But they saw my mother come up after he
won with a wig and a long dress and a head covering, and
hugging and blessing him. When that happened, everybody
understood it was OK.”
A little more than a month after winning Junior Mr. Universe in October, Ifrach is halfway through his two-month
recovery period. Next year, or in 2018, he plans to compete
for the men’s Mr. Universe title won four consecutive times
from 1967 to 1970 by movie star and former California
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
“Other competitors get drunk on their success,” Ifrach
said. “They’re not focused enough on their training, so
they won’t win again the next year. I will.”
Ifrach hopes to follow Schwarzenegger’s path to
becoming Mr. Olympia, which he considers the highest
bodybuilding title. For now, though, he is enjoying the time
off, which he said is essential to his physical and spiritual
recovery. It’s also important to his mom. “At least for a
couple months a year, he eats my Moroccan fish,” she said.
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William H. Lane

else’s shoes”
NEW YORK – The brain mimics the presumed emotional
response of others whenever we try to understand their
I N C O R PO RAT E D
feelings, thereby leading to actually experiencing those
feelings, according to a new study published in Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of
America by researchers from Israel’s Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and Columbia University in New York.
“In the current study, we asked whether and how taking the perspective of other people can modify our own
emotional responses to stimuli,” says Dr. Michael Gilead,
a lecturer in the BGU Department of Psychology and a
post-doc fellow under co-author Prof. Kevin Ochsner of
the Department of Psychology at Columbia University.
“For example, by thinking of how someone more brave
than ourselves would respond to a situation, we might
down regulate negative emotions, decrease aggression
and calm frazzled nerves. Alternatively, by thinking of
how someone more sensitive and anxious would respond
to the situation, we might enhance vigilance and increase
reactivity to threatening situations.”
Using data from functional magnetic resonance imaging, the researchers looked at neural activity in the

Continued from page 14
amygdala – a brain region that plays a crucial role in
generating negative affective experience. They saw that it
was less active when simulating the emotions of the tough
individual and more active when simulating the negative
emotions of the sensitive individual. The researchers also
looked at a recently discovered pattern of whole-brain
neural activity that accurately gauges participants’ current
affective experience. They observed that they indeed “felt
worse vs. better” when taking the perspective of the more
sensitive individuals.
“An important implication of the current findings is
the suggestion that perspective-taking could have emotion
regulatory benefits,” Gilead says. “The research suggests
that the attempt to ‘walk in the shoes’ of an emotionally
resilient individual may cause people to feel less unpleasant
in the face of adversity. Accordingly, it may be possible to
harness the type of emotional perspective-taking studied
here as an emotion regulation strategy, aimed at helping
individuals cope with emotional distress.”
American Associates, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, supports the university in creating a institution of
education and research in the Israeli desert that nurtures
the Negev community, and shares the university’s expertise
locally and around the globe.
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In the Trump era, imams and rabbis struggle to come
up with a strategy to counter anti-Muslim hostility
By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) – A year ago, when several
dozen Washington-area Jewish and Muslim religious and
lay leaders jostled for spots in a group picture, the mood
was convivial. The most novel item on the agenda for that
November 2015 confab was bringing in non-Middle Eastern
Muslims into the Jewish-Muslim dialogue. The meeting
and the venue – an Indonesian-American Muslim center in
Silver Spring, MD – helped “dispel the myth that Muslims
are inherently of Middle Eastern descent,” a release said.
On December 11, the meeting of the third Summit of
Greater Washington Imams and Rabbis was better attended
– a hundred or so leaders were on hand at Tifereth Israel, a
Conservative synagogue in the District of Columbia, about
30 more than last year – and the group picture was just as
friendly. But in that anxious “we’re in this together” way.
Following an afternoon packed with tales of Muslims
enduring taunts, vandalism and bullying in schools, the
host rabbi, Ethan Seidel, sang a Chasidic melody to calm
the rabbis, imams and lay leaders as they scrambled into
place (“short folks in front!”).
What changed? The name some said they could hardly
mention: Donald Trump, the president-elect.
“Think of the rhetoric of a person I won’t name,” said
Ambereen Shaffie, a co-founder of the DC chapter of the
interfaith Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom, addressing the
group after the photo shoot.

Abdul Rashid Abdullah of the National American Muslim
Association on Scouting spoke at a Muslim-Jewish
gathering in Washington, DC, on December 11 while Rabbi
David Shneyer of Kehila Chadasha looked on. (Photo by
Ron Kampeas)

Shaffie described Thanksgiving break at her parents’
Kansas City home, when all 40 people in her extended
family said they encountered hostility in recent months,
from bullying in schools, where younger relatives were
called “terrorists,” to a fire set on her parents’ porch, to
a bullet through the window of a male relative’s home.
She blamed Trump’s campaign, and his broadsides against
Muslims, which included what an aide described as launching
a database of immigrants from Muslim-majority countries, a
ban on all Muslims from entering the United States, a pointed
religious-based attack on the family of a Muslim-American
Army captain killed in Iraq and Trump’s unsubstantiated
claim that he saw “thousands and thousands” of Muslims
cheering as the World Trade Center collapsed on 9/11.
Similar tales of harassment and threats against Muslims
abounded at the summit, an initiative of several local
dialogue groups and the New York-based Foundation for
Ethnic Understanding.
And throughout the event, the Trump impact was often
implied, if not explicitly cited.
The first session broke the gathering into lunch groups,
and participants found printouts on their tables asking them
to discuss how Jews and Muslims should “respond to the
present social and political climate.”
“Basically, they want us to react to the results of the last
election,” said Dr. Ira Weiss, a physician who is involved
in the Jewish-Islamic Dialogue Society of Greater Washington, tossing the printout back onto the table. “Some
of what Trump said during the campaign was not only
intolerant, but dangerous.”
The coming-together, where rabbis and lay leaders
represented the spectrum of Jewish religious streams, was
“especially significant at a moment of increased bigotry,
when both communities are feeling vulnerable,” Seidel
said in the release announcing the summit.
Police in Maryland’s Washington suburbs have reported
a spike in vandalism, particularly in schools, that invokes
Nazi imagery. Nationally, the Anti-Defamation League
and the Southern Poverty Law Center have reported an
increase in incidents since the election targeting blacks,
Muslims, immigrants, the LGBT community and women.
The latest FBI hate crimes report showed a 67 percent rise
in the number of anti-Muslim hate crimes in the past year.
In the roundtable discussions and in plenary sessions,
participants struggled to pin down what they could do to
ameliorate the current climate. Participants described initiatives, like mosque and synagogue twinnings, that began
after the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, when there
was more of a national consensus that Muslims in America
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deserved protection from counterattacks. But these initiatives had been in place for years and had not prevented the
acceleration of anti-Muslim sentiment in the country.
What went wrong? Participants seemed at a loss to
Happy Passover
understand.
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reach out to communities where the likelihood of a difference of opinion exists at a higher rate,” said Abdul Rashid
Abdullah, representing the National American Muslim
Association on Scouting and sporting a scoutmaster’s shirt.
Abdullah said he had been raised a Roman Catholic
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household that’s probably supporting Trump,” he said. “By
God’s will, I’m not on that route – but I could have been.”
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But Schwarz also voiced a sense of helplessness that
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permeated the discussion. “There’s got to be a more proactive agenda to counter the way Trump has characterized
Islam as radical,” he said.
See “Rabbis” on page 19
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Meeting God “face to face”

Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43
One of the most fascinating accounts in the Torah is in
this week’s Torah portion. We read in Chapter 32, verses
25-33, of Jacob wrestling with a “man” during his travels.
Jacob is victorious and receives a new name (Israel), at the
cost of a bruised thigh.
In its present form and position, the story concerns
struggle with people and with God. The unnamed “man”
(angel?) symbolizes every person with whom Jacob struggled – Esau, Isaac and Laban – and yet, the “man” at the
beginning of the story is certainly God at the end, for who
else is it whose name cannot be spoken? When else did

RABBI MOSHE SAKS, TEMPLE ISRAEL OF SCRANTON
Jacob struggle with God? The account, therefore, blends
Jacob’s conflict with people and with God into one event.
First, Jacob prayed “Rescue me from my brother, Esau”
(verse 11), then he named the wrestling site “God’s Face,”
saying, “My life has been rescued.” Secondly, after wrestling, he says (verse 30), “I have seen God face to face.”
Later, when he met Esau (in chapter 33, verse 10), he said,
“To see your face is like seeing God’s face.”
To utter his name (“Yaakov” – to cheat or to deceive)
was to speak about his character; acknowledging that his
relationship with Esau (and to a great extent, Isaac and La-

ban) was not an episode, but a way of life. The “wrestling”
was Jacob’s need to face his own character, his own failings,
and to change his relationship with others, and with God.
This story has profound implications for all of us, in
that we need to be totally honest with ourselves, not only
on the High Holy Days, but all year, always, in order to
effect positive change in ourselves, and thus change our
surroundings, our community and the world. We all need
to “wrestle” with that part of ourselves that prohibits us
from change and improvement. Let this story be a lesson
to everyone!

Congregational Notes
Beth David Synagogue

Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-1 pm; Wed. 9 am-1
pm; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. closed
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, December 16............................................. 4:15 pm
Shabbat, December 17.............................................. 9 am
......................................................Mincha/Maariv 5:35 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., December 18............................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., December 19-23........................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., December 18............................................... 4:20 pm
Mon.-Thurs., December 19-22................................... 7 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class
every Tuesday evening after services.

Penn-York Jewish Community

President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky,
570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious,
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania,
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and
surrounding communities.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or

Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh-grade classes
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth-grade Hebrew and seventhgrade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and
spring. Call the office for details.

Norwich Jewish Center

Orientation: Inclusive
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services: Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm
except in December, January and February. Call for dates
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for
more information and to confirm.

Temple Brith Sholom

Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services.
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of
observance and services are largely dependent on the service
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Temple Israel

Orientation: Conservative
Interim Rabbi: Geoffrey Brown
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, December 17, at 9:30 am, there will be
Shabbat services led by Interim Rabbi Geoffrey Brown. The
Torah portion will be Genesis 32:4-36:43. The haftarah will
be Obadiah 1:1-21. Bima guest will be Arthur Siegel. There
will be family programming, songs and stories, followed
by a kiddush lunch, beginning at 11:30 am.
On Thursday, December 29, at 6 pm, there will be a
Latkes and Vodka party for adults only at the home of
the Piakers. To attend, one must RSVP to Julie Piaker or
Barbara Gilbert, and bring a platter of home-cooked latkes
for sharing. The Piakers will provide additional foods.
Attendees can also bring their own menorahs and candles
for communal candle lighting.
Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-a-half weeks or
more before the date to provide enough time to send out an
e-mail notice to the congregation encouraging attendance
in order to make up a minyan. Those interested in having
a Mourner’s Kaddish have been asked to contact Schwartz
or the office. Temple Israel holds weekday minyan services
on Tuesdays and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those who prefer
a different day to coincide with a Yahrzeit date, contact the
temple to work on making arrangements. To see a video on
how to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish, visit http://templeisraelvestal.org and look under “Worship.”

Rohr Chabad Center

Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm,
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour after
candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This program
connects Jewish special-needs children and teenagers, ages 5-14,
who have mental, physical and/or functional disabilities, with student
volunteers who will visit participating youngsters weekly in their homes.
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Kol Haverim

Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, culture
and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part
of an international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a
national association with over 30 member communities and
congregations around the country. Established in the spring of
1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School for
children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program.
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those from
mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen the Jewish
experience in their lives and provide their children with a Jewish
identity and experience.

Friday, December 16, light candles..................... 4:15 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 17................. 5:15 pm
Friday, December 23, light candles..................... 4:18 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, December 24................. 5:19 pm

Temple Concord

Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Fri., 10 am-2 pm
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am,
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, December 16, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat
evening services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.
On Saturday, December 17, at 9 am, there will be
Pre-Chanukah services and a celebration. At 9:30 am,
there will be Tot Time. From noon-4 pm, Hanukkah
House Museum will be open.
On Sunday, December 18, from noon-4 pm, Hanukkah
House Museum will be open.
On Tuesday, December 20, from noon-4 pm, Hanukkah House Museum will be open.
On Thursday, December 22, from 4-8 pm, Hanukkah
House Museum will be open.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther
Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet
on Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons,
3:45-5:45 pm. The Midrashah (eighth-grade and high school)
classes will meet at times designated by their respective
teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Friday, December 16, the vav class service will
be held at 6:15 pm.
On Saturday, December 17, Shabbat Yeladim will be
celebrated at 11:15 am.
On Sunday, December 18, the religious schools of
Temple Beth-El and Congregation Tikkun v’Or will
co-host a “Day at Camp” at the Foundation of Light.
Contact Rabbi Suzanne Brody for further information.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta

Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For the schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.
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Jewish Community Center

Continued from page 7
JTA: What was your Jewish upbringing like?
Finn: My rabbi was Rabbi Harold Kushner, who wrote
“When Bad Things Happen to Good People.” I went to
Hebrew school and then I went to Hebrew high school at
Temple Israel in Natick [Massachusetts].
JTA; How would you describe the role Judaism played
The JCC Friendship Club met on December 7. This date
in your life then and now?
is the anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
Finn: Well, I’m a big Jew. I now belong to Congrega- in 1941. Charlene Thompson played music of the Amertion Beit Simchat Torah, the gay and lesbian temple in ican armed forces. She played “The Caissons Go Rolling
New York City. They just moved to a new building, the Along” for the Army, “Anchors Aweigh” for the Navy,
first time they’ve had a permanent home, and I gave the “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” for the Marines, “The
biggest contribution I’ve ever given because I think it’s Army Air Force Song” and the music for the Coast Guard.
really important that there be a temple like that for those A lot of discussion followed about family members who
people. Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum is a wonderful, brilliant fought in that war. Charlene played on different musical
gal and an inspirational rabbi. I enjoy going to services. I instruments for different pieces. She played on the piano,
just don’t do it as frequently as I should. And I write songs accordion and autoharp.
Charlene is a retired school teacher. She followed her
for them occasionally.
JTA: You mentioned that it’s important that there be a roots back to Alsace-Lorraine and made a musical CD of
synagogue like this. As a gay man, were you always in an that time. She listed some outstanding events, on the inside
of the cover, that occurred. For the 1890s, she listed the
accepting Jewish community?
Finn: I’ve been going to this temple for a long time. Klondike gold rush and the invention of the radio by EdiNo one calls it temple, only I do. And, of course, there son. For the 1900s, she listed the first flight of the Wright
was nothing bad since there was a temple for people like brothers and the San Francisco earthquake. For 1910, there
me – there was of course no resistance.
was a diphtheria epidemic. She added that she is thankful
JTA: In writing “Falsettos,” did you always intend for that we have the DPT vaccine today to immunize children
Judaism to be such a big part of the show?
against this disease. In 1920, women got to vote. She had
Finn: Yes. Well, when you start out a show with the song more listed up to today.
“Four Jews in a Room Bitching,” there better be a payoff
She played “Sentimental Journey” on the piano because
at the end. And the bar mitzvah [scene] I find incredibly that is the title of her CD. She played several polkas on the
moving. There’s so much about what it means to be a man accordion. She played “Ellie’s Waltz” on the autoharp. She
in the show. It’s not only the kid becoming a man – it’s kind wrote that piece for her daughter’s wedding. We enjoyed
of all the men becoming men. It’s a metaphor that resonates.
JTA: Can you talk about writing “Four Jews in a Room
Continued from page 17
Bitching”? How did that idea come to you?
Finn: I know exactly where it happened: I was walking
“How do you get out of the vacuum?” a participant asked.
across Central Park going to my friend’s house; she lived on
“Reverse freedom rides,” someone else said. “We take
68th and Third. I live on the Upper West Side, much higher. our bubble into the hinterlands.”
I was right around the Reservoir and thought of “Four Jews
Some practical ideas emerged, including synagogue
in a Room Bitching” and I got [hums the melody] – and I members appearing outside mosques during Friday prayers
did not want to forget that, so I’m humming this for however bearing signs expressing support, and setting up volunteer
long it takes me. I’m not sure why I didn’t take a cab, but systems that would accompany children to school who had
I’m sure I couldn’t afford a cab at that time. She had a piano, been subjected to harassment there.
so I went to her house and I just wrote it down immediately.
Rabbi Jason Kimmelman-Block, the director of Bend
I also wanted to talk about “Miracle of Judaism,” Jason’s the Arc Jewish Action, spurred participants to sign his
song about which girls he should invite to his bar mitzvah, group’s petition urging President Barack Obama, before he
and “Another Miracle of Judaism,” in which Jason tells God leaves office, to dismantle the National Security Exit-Entry
he will have a bar mitzvah if Whizzer doesn’t die. The first Registration System, an existing structure that Trump could
one is funny, but when it comes back, it’s heartbreaking. use to facilitate a Muslim registry.
I’m not sure I knew how it was going to play out, that it
Walter Ruby, the Muslim-Jewish relations director for
was going to end up so moving. I didn’t know when I was the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, said a 10-person
writing the first “Miracle of Judaism” that he was going to steering committee would be chosen from those attending
sing it as he was batting [he plays baseball in this scene], the meeting. Rabbi Gerald Serotta, the executive director
but that worked out well. When you put things together, of the InterFaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington,
you discover things that you didn’t know you knew. I so circulated an outline of a rapid response system should
much love “Another Miracle of Judaism” because it’s so hate crimes occur.
incredibly moving where he talks to God asking him to save
Shaffie said Muslims and Jews should set an examWhizzer. Everyone’s turning out to be mensches because ple by broadening the current paradigm of “utilitarian”
they didn’t start out that way.
collaborations – joining in legal challenges, for instance
JTA: Why did you decide to have the bar mitzvah in – to establish deeper friendships. She described how the
the hospital room?
women in her group, the Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom,
Finn: Basically, we knew that there was going to be visit each other’s homes “when babies are born, when
another [musical after “March of the Falsettos”], and we someone passes.
had talked about there being AIDS. And I said: “Yeah, but
“Loving someone else for the sake of God,” she said,
I can’t have AIDS be peripheral in the show, and I don’t is a means of “standing together as protectors, not defined
know that I could write about AIDS head-on because the by common victimhood, but a common heritage of dignity
horror is too real and I don’t want to trivialize it.”
and love.”
[Then] I had a dream. I always forget my dreams, but
in this dream, Jason’s getting bar mitzvahed, they fight
about the bar mitzvah, Whizzer gets sick and Jason decides
to have the bar mitzvah in the hospital room. I dreamt it,
called Lapine the next day and said, “Let’s have a reading
“On this Festival of Lights,
in two months” – and we did.
we pray for light and
JTA: “Falsettos” is running on Broadway and so is a
peace for mankind.”
revival of “Fiddler on the Roof.” These are probably two
of the most Jewish musicals ever written. What do you
think about having your musical running on Broadway at
the same time as “Fiddler”?
Finn: I loved “Fiddler.” That is a beautiful production
and it’s a beautiful show. Once I was lucky enough to see
a version of it with [lyricist] Sheldon Harnick sitting next
to me, and just his being there made me sob during the
whole thing. He’s so lovely.
The Lord Bless you and keep you!
I was at this talkback [after “Falsettos”] the other day
The Lord let His face shine upon you,
and a young girl said, “I’m Jewish, but I’ve never felt more
And be gracious to you.
Jewish than at this show,” and I said, “I don’t know what
The Lord look upon you kindly
that means, but I take it as a compliment.”
and give you Peace!
“A new family tradition”

JCC Friendship Club

Rabbis

listening to her comments and singing along when we
knew the words.
The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond.
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Ann Brillant said the blessing over the cookies supplied by Morty Hofstein. Morty
gave the treasurer’s report. We will meet on Wednesday,
December 21, at 2 pm, at Brookdale, across the street from
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal,
to join them for a Chanukah party. Come join us on other
Wednesdays at 1:30 pm at the JCC.
Sylvia Diamond
President

NEWS IN BRIEF
From JNS.org

Israel’s AG to streamline citizenship
process for LGBT couples

Israeli Attorney General Avichai Mandelbilt informed
the country’s High Court of Justice on Dec. 8 that he will
work to streamline the process of obtaining citizenship for
the foreign partners of LGBT Israelis in order to bring that
process in line with the experience of heterosexual couples.
“This is a huge victory,” said Udi Ledergor, chairman of the
Israeli Gay Dads Association, which filed a petition before
the High Court on the issue, Yediot Achronot reported.
“The old procedure struck a fatal blow to the possibility of
same-sex couples from becoming parents and giving their
children the status they deserve. We decided to attack all the
main discriminatory elements, one of which is the absence
of naturalization possibilities for foreign spouses.” The
petition submitted to the High Court pointed out that it is
more difficult for LGBT Israelis who marry foreign men or
women to apply for citizenship than it is for straight Israelis
who marry foreigners. According to the current law, the
process for acquiring full citizenship for straight couples
takes four years, while the process for naturalization for
LGBT couples is seven years, with most same-sex partners only receiving permanent resident status rather than
full citizenship. Additionally, for the rare cases in which
foreign same-sex partners do receive citizenship, they are
required to forfeit their foreign citizenship.
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Cut out Chanukah doughnuts, health minister tells Israelis

Israel’s health minister called on the public to refrain from eating the traditional
Chanukah treat sufganiyot. “I call on the public to avoid eating sufganiyot, which are
rich in fats,” Yaakov Litzman of the haredi Orthodox United Torah Judaism party said
on Dec. 11 during a conference to promote healthy eating, Ynet reported. “You can find
alternatives for everything nowadays and there is no need for us to fatten our children
with sufganiyot, which are not in line with the principles of health and proper nutrition.”
Sufganiyot, or traditional jelly doughnuts, are deep fried and covered with powdered sugar,
although variations include other fillings and toppings. They are ubiquitous in the weeks
leading up to the holiday, with bakeries frying them on the street and selling them fresh
to passers-by. “If I had to say this today, I’d say sufganiyot out,” Litzman said. ‘You can
eat them, of course, because it is part of the holiday’s customs, but there are alternatives.”

Sephardi chief rabbi:Women can do the laundry in the army,
not serve in combat
Israel’s Sephardic chief rabbi said women should not serve in the Israeli army nor perform
national service, and women who went out to wars commanded by the Torah went “to do
the laundry.” Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef made the pronouncements the night of Dec. 10 during
his weekly Torah lesson, according to reports, citing the Jewish sage Radbaz. “They didn’t
wear uniforms and pants and the like, of course not. They went in modesty, in purity,” Yosef
said. He also said: “It is the ruling of all the great rabbis of the generations, including Israel’s chief rabbis, the position of the Chief Rabbinate – it has always been their position that
girls must not enlist in the army ... there are female pilots, all sorts of stuff. Is that the way
of the Torah?! That’s not the way of the Torah.” He said spoke against national service for
women, saying, “Unfortunately, on this matter there is some weakness.” Religious Jewish
women and others who are exempt from army service can spend up to two years volunteering in positions deemed of service to the country, including working with underprivileged
youth, in hospitals or in schools. Yosef said that if Jews in Israel followed the Torah, “many
[military] tragedies would be averted.” He said his father, former Sephardic Chief Rabbi of
Israel Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, who also opposed female military or national service, may have
died of “heartache” because of the political battle over yeshiva students serving in the army.

Knesset aide blocked from entering building over dress

A Knesset aide was detained from entering the government building in Jerusalem after
her dress was deemed too short under the parliamentary dress code. Shaked Hasson, an
adviser to Zionist Union lawmaker Merav Michaeli, was wearing a mid-thigh length dress
and leggings. She told Haaretz that five male Knesset guards examined her outfit before
determining that it was inappropriate. “As I was entering the Knesset, a guard stopped me
and said they have a dress code they adhere to very strictly these days, and that I was in
violation of the rules,” Hasson told Haaretz. “I insisted that I was properly dressed. He
called another guy and in all five different workers came to check out how I was dressed.
I felt humiliated. It was very unpleasant.” Michaeli said in a Facebook post that she does
“not approve of the modesty squads guarding the entrance to the Knesset.” Her aide was
allowed to enter the building after the lawmaker intervened. “The Knesset dress code
cannot be used as a means to oppress women and I hope that we won’t have to engage in a
struggle over this issue,” Michaeli said. Knesset guards reportedly have been tasked with

enforcing the building dress code after the Knesset Director-general Albert Saharovitch
issued a paper refreshing it about a month ago. The Knesset spokesman said the dress
code was not made any stricter, but that guards have been instructed to enforce it so as to
“prevent offense to any visitors and guests.” According to the Knesset website, “entrance
to the Knesset is permitted only in appropriate attire (no tank/spaghetti tops, cropped tops,
shorts or ¾-length trousers, ripped trousers, shirts with political slogans, short skirts and
shorts dresses, flip-flops or open-back clogs).” The rules apply to those over the age of 14.

Bill against non-Orthodox prayer at Kotel given to Knesset

A bill to prevent non-Orthodox public prayer at the Western Wall was submitted to the
Knesset. Under the measure submitted on Dec. 11, the site would be placed under the jurisdiction of the Chief Rabbinate and be governed by the religious practice approved by the Chief
Rabbinate and Israel’s rabbinic courts, which in practice is Orthodox. A fine of some $2,500 or
a six-month prison sentence would be levied on participants in egalitarian prayer services or on
women who use a tallit or tefillin. Lawmakers from the Sephardic Orthodox Shas party and the
haredi Orthodox United Torah Judaism party are backing the bill, along with three members
of the right-wing Jewish Home party and two from the ruling Likud party. The bill would
prohibit any ceremony “that is not held according to local custom, that offends the feelings of
the worshipers in the Holy place.” It also would bar “an act that could disturb the worshippers
with their prayer; mixed prayers of men and women” in any area of the Western Wall plaza.
That would include “a ceremony in the women’s section that includes taking out the Torah
scroll and reading from it, blowing on shofars, and wearing prayer shawls or phylacteries.”
Passage of the bill would torpedo the agreement in January for an egalitarian prayer section at
the Western Wall negotiated by the Reform and Conservative movements, the Women of the
Wall organization, the Jewish Agency for Israel and the Israeli government. Jewish Agency
Chairman Natan Sharansky, who led the negotiations on the egalitarian measure along with
outgoing Cabinet Secretary Avichai Mandelblit, slammed the new proposal. “This bill makes
a mockery of all the efforts made by recent governments to ensure that the Western Wall is a
place that unites, rather than divides, the Jewish people,” Sharansky said in a statement. “This
bill’s passage would have grave consequences for the relationship between Israel and Diaspora Jewry. Based on the prime minister’s strong personal commitment to strengthening the
Israel-Diaspora relationship, it is my fervent hope that this damaging bill will be summarily
dismissed by a majority of the coalition and of the Knesset.” Under the January agreement,
which was approved by the Cabinet, the egalitarian section of the wall near Robinson’s Arch
would be expanded and placed under the authority of a pluralist committee. The plan called
for solidifying haredi Orthodox control over the site’s traditional Orthodox section.

AJC donates to rebuilding of FL mosque destroyed by arson

The American Jewish Committee has donated funds to help rebuild a Florida mosque destroyed by arson. Robert Silverman, the AJC’s director of Muslim-Jewish Relations, visited the
Islamic Center of Fort Pierce, in central Florida, on Dec. 9 to deliver the donation and speak to
worshippers at a morning prayer service. “When Jews were persecuted in Europe during the
time of the Inquisition centuries ago, they took shelter in Islamic lands,” Silverman told the
assembled, according to an AJC statement. “Welcoming those refugees was an act of kindness
that will never be forgotten by the Jewish people. Today, AJC is honored to give back in a small,
symbolic way. An attack on any house of worship is an affront to all Americans, regardless of
their religious affiliation.” The alleged perpetrator of the arson, Joseph Michael Schreiber, 32,
reportedly is Jewish. Schreiber, an ex-convict, is facing at least 30 years in prison if convicted.
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