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Spotlight

By Linda Salomons
After a two-year rebuilding period, Tem-

ple Israel has reopened its doors. It closed 
after heavy snow collapsed the roof through 
two levels of the original building. Now, 
Temple Israel will welcome the community 
to celebrate returning home.

The “Welcome Home” celebration will 
be held on Sunday, September 25, from 4-7 
pm, at 4737 Deerfield Place, Vestal. Tickets 
for the dedication program cost $45 per 
person, and will include hors d’oeuvres, 
refreshments and dessert. Jan DeAngelo 
will provide music on the piano and evening 
casual dress will be preferred.

Reservations can be made by calling 
Temple Israel at 723-7461 by Thursday, 
September 15, or by e-mailing titammy@
stny.twcbc.com.

The collapsed roof forced both Temple 
Israel and Hillel Academy to find temporary 

Temple Israel invites community to “Welcome 
Home” celebration

The community has been invited to the “Welcome Home” celebration hosted by Temple 
Israel on Sunday, September 25, from 4-7 pm.

space during the interim period. Temple 
Israel had been housed at the Jewish Com-
munity Center and Hillel Academy had been 
at Temple Concord.

“When I first saw our new temple, it was 
so much more beautiful than I imagined,” 
said longtime temple member Beverly 

Rozen. The temple boasts many new fea-
tures and spaces, including an entry hall 
with glass walls, high ceilings and modern 
lighting concepts, a chapel for minyans, 
a sanctuary that features new ergonomic 
seating and a new sound system.

“It’s designed for congregants of all ages 

to see and hear services,” said Jon Weiss, 
a Temple Israel Board of Trustee member, 
as well as a TI member since childhood.

“Though smaller than the former temple, 
the rebuilt temple is far more attractive and 
accommodating. Both the sanctuary and the 
social hall feature windows that allow outside 
light to illuminate the interior. The HVAC sys-
tem works efficiently and, more importantly, 
the new sound system is a vast improvement 
over the old one, especially for those with 
hearing impairment,” said Melvyn Dubofsky.

Other features of the temple include glass 
enclosed meeting and conference rooms, 
two new kitchens (one for meat and one for 
dairy) and a newly designed administration 
wing for office and rabbinical staff.

In addition to the temple space, there is a 
brand new wing that houses Hillel Academy, 
with a private entrance and security features. 
“We are beyond thrilled to move into a 
brand new, bright and updated space,” said 
Randy Friedman, father of three daughters 
who attend Hillel Academy. “Temple Israel 
has included us in their construction plans, 
at great expense. We hope that the new 
space will help us continue our success at 
recruiting new families to Hillel Academy.”

Friedman added, “[My wife] Brenda and I 
are thrilled to have our daughters learning in 
a gorgeous new school building attached to a 
great synagogue that is right across the street 
from the JCC.” The facility also boasts state-
of-the-art classrooms for science and other 
STEM classes, as well as a private cafeteria.

Longtime member Donald Zelter said, “It 
brings back memories of our former shul. 
With the stained glass, as well as other items 
from our former home, I feel we have come 
back, almost whole. The beautiful sanctuary 
in our new building allows for both old and 
new to be merged together beautifully.”

Operation Thunderbolt topic of Piaker 
lecture on Sept. 8

Sasson “Sassy” 
Reuven

Guest speaker Sasson “Sassy” 
Reuven will relate his first-hand 
account of Operation Thunder-
bolt on Thursday, September 
8, at 7 pm, at this year’s Piaker 
Memorial Lecture. His talk will 
be “Failure was not an option.”

While Americans were cele-
brating the American bicenten-
nial on July 4, 1976, about 140 
Israeli commandos were under-
taking a mission considered to 
be “one of the most daring” in 

the history of the Israel Defense 
Forces: Operation Thunderbolt, 
a counter-terrorist hostage-res-
cue assignment at Entebbe 
Airport in Uganda.

A week earlier, an Air France 
plane on its way from Tel Aviv 
had been hijacked by two mem-
bers of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and two 
members of the German Rev-
olutionary CZ Cell. The plane 
was flown to Libya and then to 

Uganda, where the hijackers and additional 
terrorists let most passengers go, holding 
the Israeli and Jewish passengers hostage 
at the airport along with the 12-member 
flight crew.

The Israeli government, after unsuc-
cessful negotiations, decided to send 140 
commandos on a 2,500-mile journey to carry 
out a nighttime rescue operation that freed 
106 hostages in 90 minutes. Four hostages 
were killed, as well as all the terrorists. Four 
Israeli commandos were wounded and one, 

TC scholar-in-residence to explore Jewish wellness
By Michael Nassberg

As Temple Concord’s Solis-Cohen 
Scholar-in-Residence, Rabbi Rex Perlmeter 
will speak from Friday-Sunday, September 
9-11, at Temple Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., 
Binghamton, on subjects related to Jewish 
wellness. Reservations have been requested 
for programs on Saturday, September 10, 
and Sunday, September 11, so enough ma-
terials will be available. To make a reserva-
tion, contact 723-7355 or templeconcord@
stny.rr.com.

His first program, “Can I be Jewish, 
Religious AND Spiritual (And Do I Have 
To Be?)” will be integrated into Shabbat 
services on September 9. He will present 
on the weekly Torah study on September 
10, discussing “Shoftim through the lens of 
early Chasidic commentaries.” He will then 
offer an “Introduction to Jewish Mindful-
ness Practices” at 8 pm on September 10, 
which will include “mindfulness-based 
meditations” located in the context of Jewish 
teaching and practice. He will also share Rabbi Rex Perlmeter

resources for those interested in 
further study. Finally, Perlmeter 
will discuss “Staying Connected 
When Living and Loving Hurt: 
Teachings and Reflections on the 
Spiritual Significance of Suffer-
ing and Loss” at a joint Temple 
Concord and Temple Israel Adult 
Education Brunch at 10 am on 
September 11. The cost for the 
brunch will be $5 per person.

Perlmeter, the founder of the 

Jewish Wellness Center of North 
Jersey, explained his practices 
and beliefs, and discussed how he 
developed them in an interview 
with The Reporter. His idea of 
wellness combines four essential 
aspects: physical, emotional, 
intellectual and spiritual. For 
those interested in attending the 
programs, he assured that “all 
of the teachings will be based 

See “Piaker” on page 5

See “Scholar” on page 11

By Paula Rubin
Boxes have been placed at locations in 

the Greater Binghamton area to receive 
non-perishable food items for the 10th annual 
“We Remember You Project.” Once again 
this year, Jews in the area are being asked to 
donate non-perishable food items by placing 
them in the marked boxes at Beth David 
Synagogue, Temple Israel, Chabad, Temple 

Tenth annual “We Remember You” Project under way
Concord, Hillel Academy, the Jewish Com-
munity Center and Hillel at Binghamton.

The food items donated should be ones 
people would wish to put on their own 
holiday tables: soup, canned fruits or veg-
etables, gefilte fish, pasta or desserts. The 
boxes of food will be picked up on Sunday, 
September 18, and reassembled into 15 
boxes, or one for each recipient family. 

In addition, a kosher chicken, apples and 
honey, and a challah will be added to each 
box, along with a holiday card made by a 
student from one of the Hebrew schools 
or Hillel Academy. The new boxes will be 
delivered on Wednesday, September 28.

“For most of us the holidays are syn-
onymous with good times, but, for some, 
these times are just like any other days of 

the week,” said a program representative. 
“There are no family members and no 
holiday foods to make these days special.”

For those who prefer to make a mone-
tary donation, checks can be sent to Jewish 
Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, 
NY 13850 and marked “We Remember You” 
on the memo line. Funds collected will be 
divided among the recipient families.
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In My Own Words

By Neisen Luks
You have all no doubt read about the success of the 

Temple Beth El window acquisition and placement with-
in the local community. This is one of those rare events 
whereby almost everything worked as planned, no issues 
and happy recipients and donors. It was sort of a “perfect, 
perfect storm.”

The “modern” Temple Beth El was constructed in 1949, 
in Endicott, as a formal building for the Endicott Jewish 
community organization that had been in existence for 
many years. This was done primarily to serve the families 
and businesses of western Broome County. The leaded 
stained glass windows were part of the original design. 
We believe that they were designed and made by Paddock 
Glass Company of Kingston, PA. There was never any 
protection, or storm windows, applied over the years. They 
were always exposed to the elements.

The saga began in November when Jennifer Kakusian, 
office manager at Jewish Federation, became aware that the 
old Temple Beth El on Jefferson Avenue in Endicott was 
going to be put up for auction by Broome County as part 
of a foreclosure for nonpayment of taxes by the previous 
owner. It was also condemned by Broome County since 
there was a fire of suspicious origin there in August 2015. 
Jennifer strongly encouraged us to pursue obtaining these 
windows, since they might be lost forever when the new 
owners purchased the building.

Years ago, I was reading a charming novel by a Brit-
ish author that was originally published in the 1930s. I 
don’t remember the title of the book or the plot, but do 
remember enjoying it – that is until I came across an 
antisemitic comment about a minor character. Looking 
back, I realize that the comment was part of the genteel 
antisemitism that regularly occurred in British life, at 
least until after the Holocaust. Although this was a minor 
part of the book, I could never bring myself to read any 
of the author’s other works.

I thought of this when I saw that Moment magazine 
contained an article about Dorothy L. Sayers, “The Curi-
ous Case of Dorothy L. Sayers and the Jew Who Wasn’t 
There” by Amy E. Schwartz (www.momentmag.com/
curious-case-dorothy-l-sayers-jew-wasnt/). You might 
think that as someone who’s read all of Sayer’s mysteries, 
I would welcome an article about her and that’s partly true. 
However, the idea also frightened me. To understand why, 
though, you have to understand how I came to read Sayers.

When I was in college, I didn’t read mysteries – except 
for some Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler, which 
were considered classic American novels, rather than just 
mysteries – and I didn’t get hooked on the genre in gen-
eral until I was in my mid-to-late 20s. My introduction to 
Sayers occurred when someone I knew handed me a copy 

The Temple Beth El windows
It is interesting to note that when Beth El closed in 

1991, the two subsequent owners did much to maintain 
the integrity of the windows. The most recent owner was a 
producer of children’s shows for Middle Eastern youngsters. 
The windows were covered with plywood and two inches 
of foam board for the room decorations. Additionally, 
there were no obvious BB gun holes, or rock damage as 
might be expected over a 65-year period. As one of the few 
remaining past officers of Beth El, I was asked to head up 
an exploratory committee to investigate the possibility of 
obtaining these windows at a reasonable cost.

The Real Property Tax Office did confirm that the build-
ing was to go up for auction in February. The office was 
willing to delay things if we could provide a reasonable 
proposal for the windows. We had not seen them close up 
in many years and had no idea of the condition they were 
in. The outside views were inconclusive.

The immediate plan included the following elements 
of activity: assess condition of windows; get an estimate 
for removal or replacement of the windows; find a place to 
store them; find organizations willing to accept them; and, 
most of all, to find funding. We submitted a proposal to 
David Hamlin, director of Broome County Real Property, 
requesting an extension of the auction date to allow us to 
firm up the plan elements. After much discussion, he agreed 
to extend the date to the July auction, and more importantly, 
agreed that we could have 11 windows at zero cost, as long 

as we replaced them with glass. So now we felt like the dog 
chasing the car – we caught it, but what do we do with it?

Our first task was getting quotes from experienced 
window persons. Unfortunately, most commercial window 
companies in town have no experience with such a task, 
and most refused to quote. We did get one quote that would 
have be unaffordable. I did stop in at Glass Creations by 
Carole, in Vestal, to get some general advice. As it turns 
out, she and her brother, Don, have removed, cleaned and 
replaced stained glass windows for local churches. She 
provided a quote that was very reasonable and within our 
proposed budget. She did also tell us that there is no mar-
ket in used stained glass windows. Nobody is interested.

Our next task was to find a place to store the windows 
when removed. Since we did not know if they would come out 
in one large 5’ by 8’ piece, or individual sections, estimating 
storage needs was difficult. Fortunately, Jeff Feinberg came 
to the rescue and agreed to store the windows for a while 
at no cost. At our first visit to Beth El, we were not able to 
see any of the large windows due to their being covered. 
Upon a return trip, we were able to remove much of the 
plywood and foam covering. We were now able to verify 
that there was very little damage to the windows and very 
little refurbishment or repair would be required. Carole and 
Don were very confident in their ability to safely remove 
them, and re-confirmed their fixed price quotation.

The detective and antisemitism
of “Gaudy Night,” the least typical of Sayers’ books, and 
asked me to read it. I think I felt too embarrassed to hand 
the book back and say, “No thanks.” Although I began as a 
reluctant reader, that soon changed. Why? Because “Gaudy 
Night” was the start of my love affair with the amateur 
detective Lord Peter Wimsey. I don’t say love affair light-
ly: Lord Peter was someone I cared about and wanted to 
know. I soon read the complete series and even managed 
to get another friend hooked. It’s probably a good thing, 
though, that Lord Peter isn’t real or we might not still be 
friends because she also came to adore him.

The novels were written in the 1920s and ‘30s, a time 
when British society was in flux after the Great War – the 
war that later became known as World War I. I remember 
noting the differences in culture featured in the novels. 
For example, Communists were called Reds and women 
were looking for a different kind of life because a whole 
generation of men had been slaughtered on the battlefield. If 
you asked me if there were Jewish characters in the books, 
I would have truthfully said that I couldn’t remember. I 
haven’t read the books in decades, although I have read 
the continuation of the series by British author Jill Paton 
Walsh. Even her version of Lord Peter is dear to my heart.

So you can understand why I might not want to read 
something that would spoil my memories of my first 

literary love. Fortunately, Schwartz doesn’t believe that 
Sayers was antisemitic, although she does note some of the 
problematic portions of her books. Sayers’ relationship to 
Jews may have been affected by a non-consummated lover 
affair she had with a Jewish man, or they may have just 
been part of the changing British views on what role Jews 
should play in English society. To my surprise, Schwartz 
showed just how large a part Jewish characters played in 
some of these works. I guess when I was reading them, I 
was more concerned with Lord Peter than I was with the 
author’s portrayal of Judaism. Or maybe it even seemed 
sympathetic or ahead of its time.

It can be difficult to reread – or read about – books we 
loved when we were younger. Our ideas change. In some 
cases that’s because we relate differently to portrayals of 
parents and children as we age, or because society now 
views an idea differently. Becoming a feminist certainly 
made me look at the past differently. The same is true when 
I note how those with developmental disabilities or those 
suffering from mental illness or depression are depicted – 
although I try to be fair and remember that these authors 
did not have the benefits of the insights and understanding 
we have today. It can be difficult, though, to see a beloved 
work with clear eyes and still remember what made us love 
it in the first place.

See “Windows” on page 5

New York Times Olympics story, though 
incomplete, highlights Israel’s difficulties
By Richard Friedman, 

This article is reprinted with the permission of the Bir-
mingham Jewish Federation.

Sometimes all it takes to better understand what Israel 
and Jews are up against is reading the news. 

There was an important story in the headlines [August 
12] on the refusal of an Egyptian Olympian to shake hands 
with an Israeli Olympian after the Egyptian lost a judo 
match at the Rio de Janeiro Olympics. It’s worth putting 
the incident under the microscope to study its implications.

The New York Times, which often is biased in its re-
porting about Israel mainly because it fails to provide full 

and accurate context for breaking new stories as well as 
feature stories, did do a story on the Judo incident, noting 
how unusual it was that the Egyptian would not shake 
the Israeli’s hand. It noted that the Egyptian was then 
jeered by the crowd and the story added, “To decline a 
handshake is extraordinarily unusual and a serious breech 
of judo etiquette.”

The Times quoted the American coach, Jimmy Pedro, 
as saying, “That is extremely rare in judo... It is especially 
disrespectful considering it was a clean throw and a fair 
match. It was completely dishonorable and totally unsports-
manlike on the part of the Egyptian.”

Unfortunately, though, the Times story, once again, was 
incomplete. It noted that instances reflecting Arab countries’ 
rejection of Israelis and Jews are not all that uncommon 
at the Olympics, using as examples events during these 
current Olympics involving Lebanese and Saudi Arabian 
athletes. What the Times fails to point out is that neither 
Lebanon nor Saudi Arabia have diplomatic relations with 
Israel, while Egypt does. This is an important omission. 
The fact that the two countries have diplomatic relations 
makes the snub even worse. 

Moreover, to help construct its narrative, the Times story 
See “Olympics” on page 5
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The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to the family of

Irvin Schapiro

Hillel at Binghamton will welcome three new staff 
members for the 2016-17 school year. Neta Lee will serve 
as an Israel fellow, Jeremy Fineberg will be the Jewish 
Theological Seminary rabbinical student-in-residence and 
Tali Katz Weiss will serves as part of the Orthodox Union’s 
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus.

Neta Lee, Israel fellow
In partnership with the Jewish 

Agency and Hillel International, 
Hillel at Binghamton welcomes 
Neta Lee as the new Israel fellow. 
In her role, Lee will focus on Is-
rael engagement, education and 
experience. She will also share her 
personal experiences of modern 
Israel through the lens of its so-
cially-progressive values and its 
accomplishments in technology, 
life sciences and the arts.

Lee grew up in Rishon Letzion, 
Israel, and is said to have always dreamed of going on shlichut 
(mission) as a way of giving back to her country and mani-
festing her belief in “the strong connection between Israel 
and Jewish people around the world.” Lee’s experiences 
reflect her desire to create collaborations between people 
from different backgrounds, including between Israelis and 
Jews from the Diaspora. She was a sergeant in the education 
and youth corps of the Israel Defense Forces, teaching He-
brew and social integration to immigrant soldiers, as well as 
those who came from minority backgrounds and joined the 
Israeli Border Police. She also taught Israeli commanders 
and soldiers how to work with immigrant soldiers. Lee is 
a graduate of Tel Aviv University, where she earned her 
B.A. in political science. Until recently, Lee worked with 
The Israel Experience, a Masa Israel gap year program for 
students ages 17-20 from English-speaking Commonwealth 
countries who wish to come to Israel on a long-term basis, 
facilitating their introduction to Israel through a range of 
experiences. She is also an instructor in the Israeli Scouts, 
where she works with the children of Israelis’ residing 
overseas who want to return to Israel in order to complete 
their IDF service. Lee enjoys hiking and getting to know 
new places and different cultures, listening to music, theater, 
photography and reading newspapers and books.
Jeremy Fineberg, JTS rabbinical student-in-residence

In partnership with JTS Millenni-
al Engagement, Hillel at Bingham-
ton will welcome Jeremy Fineberg 
as the JTS rabbinical student-in-resi-
dence. Fineberg will visit campus six 
times per year, and will be available 
to students starting Thursday nights 
and through Sunday mornings.

In addition to social gatherings 
with students, Fineberg will teach 
classes, participate in Shabbat 
Services and meals, have strategic 
conversations with students leaders 

and have one-on-one meetings with a variety of students, 
including those said to be “on the periphery of Jewish 
campus life.” Fineberg is originally from Skokie, IL, but 
as a third year rabbinical student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, he now calls New York home. He graduated cum 
laude from Brandeis University with a B.A. in international 
studies and minors in Near Eastern and Judaic studies; 

By Paula Rubin
The Shabbat luncheon series will resume at Beth David 

Synagogue on Saturday, September 10. The luncheons are 
held monthly on the second Saturday of each month. They 
follow services, are free and open to the entire community.

September’s program will feature Dr. David Kammerman, 
who will speak on “Rosh Hashanah in Uman, Ukraine.” A 
product of New York City, Kammerman was educated at 
Modern Orthodox Yeshiva day school in New York City. 
He has visited Israel several times. Although he has lived 
out west and in the southern U.S. for many years, his Jewish 
experiences have been limited to the U.S. and Israel.

He became interested in the Chasidic movement and 
its origins in the United States a number of years ago. His 
interest peaked when he heard about a pilgrimage that has 
been going on for about 200 years in a small town in Uman, 
Ukraine, commemorating the death of one of the early 
Chasidic masters, Rav Nachman. Kammerman’s lecture 
will focus on the history of the pilgrimage, Nachman’s 
perspective on his philosophy and the recent spinoff group 
from mainstream Breslov, the Na Nachs. He will also share 
comments about his overall trip to Ukraine.

For more information, call Beth David at 722-1793.

Hillel at Binghamton welcomes three new staff 
members

politics; and Islamic and Middle Eastern studies.
He was said to be “very involved” in student program-

ming, including the creation of an educational curriculum and 
training for 800 first-year students about making responsible 
choices during their time on campus. Fineberg has worked at 
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin since 2011 and currently serves as 
program director. He says he is an avid reader, a small kippah 
fan and loves cooking, singing and occasionally running.

“We can’t wait for Fineberg to begin making his contri-
butions to conservative Jewish life on campus, and Hillel 
life, overall,” said a Hillel representative.

Tali Katz Weiss, OU-JLIC educator
In partnership with the Orthodox 

Union’s Jewish Learning Initiative 
on Campus, Hillel has welcomed 
Tali Katz Weiss to the OU-JLIC 
team and to be a source of learning 
opportunities for women.

Katz Weiss grew up in Los Ange-
les and attended Yeshiva University 
High School before studying in 
Israel at Michelet Orot, a pre-college 
program that involves advanced 
Jewish studies alongside Israeli 
students. It was halfway through 
this experience that Katz Weiss decided to make aliyah 

and began her studies at Shaare Zedek Nursing School to 
become a certified registered nurse. She continued on to 
University of Haifa, where she earned her bachelor’s in 
nursing sciences.

For the past 10 years, Katz Weiss has been working at 
Shaare Zedek Hospital, where she completed advanced 
training to become a neonatal intensive care nurse specialist. 
She also teaches in the Tel Hashomer Hospital Nursing 
School, and lectures to public health clinicians on issues 
related to patient experience.

Simultaneous to her nursing work, Katz Weiss has re-
ceived training as a Jewish educator, spending three years at 
Yeshivat Simchat Shlomo in Jerusalem, doing coursework 
on the weekly portion, women of the Bible and seminars in 
High Holiday preparations. She also completed a year-long 
training course for bride teachers at the Puah Institute. Addi-
tionally, Katz Weiss received training through the Misrachi 
Olami Shalhevet Program, which empowers aspiring edu-
cators to become effective leaders within Diaspora Jewish 
communities, doing coursework in Jewish law, philosophy, 
Israel advocacy and pedagogic methodologies.

In her spare time, Katz Weiss enjoys playing and 
watching basketball, drinking coffee, cooking, hanging out 
with family and friends, and listening to music. She will 
be joined by her husband, Gershon, and their three boys, 
Yehuda, Asaf and Matan Ori.

“Rosh Hashanah in Uman, 
Ukraine” topic of BD luncheon

David Kammerman posed at the gate of a Jewish cemetery 
in Burdichev.

Neta Lee

Jeremy Fineberg

Tali Katz Weiss

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY  Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

AFTON GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $28.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $34.00

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

The literary output by Russian Jewish authors has 
flowered throughout the past two decades. As the younger 
generation of immigrants reaches adulthood, they offer a 
different take on their families’ experiences in England, 
the United States and Russia. The first part of this review 
features an outsider’s view of a Jewish oligarch, an absurd-
ist tale of Stalin’s Russia and the story of an immigrant 
looking to fulfil her parents’ dreams.

“Gorsky”
Although the publicity material for Vesna Goldsworthy’s 

“Gorsky” (The Overlook Press) notes that the novel was 
inspired by “The Great Gatsby,” this beautiful, melancholy 
work has its own particular charm. Its narrator, Nikola 
(Nick) Kimovic, emigrated from Serbia in order to avoid 
serving in the military and is currently living a quiet life 
in London – working in a small bookstore and keeping 
mostly to himself. His life changes radically when the 
Jewish and very rich Roman Borisovich Gorsky enters the 
store and ask Nick to collect rare and interesting books to 
fill his London mansion.

This simple task becomes complicated when Nick re-
alizes the library exists partly to help reunite Gorsky with 
his long lost love, Natalia Summerscale. Unfortunately, 
Natalia left Russia years before – marrying into a rich, 
upper-crust British family. Nick finds himself welcomed by 
her husband, Tom Summerscale, although he doesn’t take 
full part in Tom’s sordid adventures, which include an affair 
with someone from a different social class. Nick also finds 
himself privy to some of Gorsky’s attempts to woo Natalie. 
He realizes he is jealous of their growing romance, but not 
just because he is half in love with Natalia himself. What 
he envies is the depth of their feelings – the way Natalia 

Russian Jews – part one
looks “transported” when she’s with Gorsky and the way 
Gorsky stares “at Natalia’s face as though bewitched.”

What Gorsky can’t escape in Russia or London is an-
tisemitism. After being called a “dirty Yid,” Gorsky explains 
to Nick that “I was thirteen before I knew I was a Jew.... 
My parents were Communists and atheists. If you asked 
about religion, and few people did ask in those days, that’s 
what they said. Gorsky isn’t even a particularly Jewish 
name. I am hardly going to hide my Jewishness – quite the 
opposite is true – but I am a Russian first.” Unfortunately, 
some will always see his Jewishness as defining his identity.

“Gorsky” offers a glimpse of a rarefied world – one 
where cost is no object and riches can transport one to 
unbelievable heights. Yet, Goldsworthy reminds readers 
that wealth doesn’t always bring happiness or protect one 
from heartbreak. What this wonderful novel ultimately 
speaks to are the vulnerabilities of the human heart.

“The Yid”
The little I originally knew about the plot of “The Yid” 

by Paul Goldberg (Picador) led me to suspect it would be a 
dour, serious work. I was wrong: the novel is a rollicking, 
absurdist comic caper that made me want to cheer. That’s 
an unusual turn for a book that opens in February 1953, 
shortly before Stalin was to implement a purge in order to 
permanently solve Russia’s Jewish Question. When three 
government official arrive to arrest Solomon Shimonoich 
Levinson in the middle of the night, the expectation is that 
he will face torture and death. However, Levinson, who 
once acted with the defunct State Jewish Theater, offers 
something different than the members of this state security 
squad expect, and there begins this farce and funny tale.

Levinson gathers a motley group of friends and neighbors 

to do something unthinkable: get rid of Stalin before Stalin 
can get rid of the Jews. His group includes Aleksandr Kogan, 
a surgeon waiting to be arrested because Stalin had already 
begun his purge of Jewish doctors; the African-American 
Friederich Lewis, who originally came to the U.S.S.R. for 
economic opportunities; Moisey Semyonovich, a drugstore 
manager who keeps himself in military fitness; and Ol’ga 
Fyodorovna, an older Russian woman who has had affairs 
with both Levinson and Semyonovich. They are later joined 
by Kima Petrova, a young woman who dreams of being a 
martyr. Their plan – which seems to be based on the Yid-
dish version of “King Lear” – is so crazy that it might just 
work, that is if they can live long enough to implement it.

“The Yid” offers some interesting insights into the con-
voluted relationship between Russians and Jews. While the 
Jews see themselves as patriotic Russians who fought for the 
Soviet regime in World War II, the Russians see the Jews as 
parasites who are destroying the country. The Russians are 
more than willing to believe Jewish doctors are poisoning 
their patients, religious Jews use the blood of Christians to 
make matzah and hamantashen, and that wearing tefillin 
allows a person to perform magic, while the boxes are also a 
hiding place for jewels and money. In a very funny dialogue 
between Levinson and Lewis, Lewis describes the typical 
Russian: “You are drunkards, brutes, barbarians. You have 
an exaggerated sense of duty and honor, which makes you 
reliable, and you are prone to messianic delusions, which 
makes you insufferable. Most of you cannot be counted 
among the inhabitants of the world of real things.” Lewis 
does note that Levinson does not entirely conform to this 
description because he’s not a drunk.
See “Russian” on page 8
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of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was July 20, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER  NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is AGC
 Landscaping Companies LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 26,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

 to do any business in new York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some
 other business entity or natural
 person to be formed or used for
 such business.
______________________

Notice of Formation

Binghamton Holdings LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed w/ SSNY 7/14/16. Off. in 
Broome Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of 
LLC whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, PO Box 1445, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of SHH 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/11/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 319 Scarborough Dr., 
Endwell, NY 13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Fahs Future 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/12/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Greater 
Binghamton Property Holdings, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/06/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 317 Torrance Ave., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of CC Parkway 
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 450 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: SwiftATN, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing 

Notice of formation of BLOOM 
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/04/16. Office in Broome County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC, Attn: 
Chenango Place, 7 Court Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of Hookah 
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Garry Gilmore, 45 
Twin Pines Drive, Apt. 20F, Brooklyn 
NY 11239. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is DDM
 SUPPLY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, New York
 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of ETK 
REALTY, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/02/16. Office location: 
BROOME County.  LLC formed in 
PENNSYLVANIA (PA) on 03/15/12.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
415 WYOMING AVE., SCRANTON, 
PA  18503, also the address of the 
principal office.  Arts of Org. filed with 

the Secy. of the Commonwealth, 
302 North Office Bldg., Harrisburg, 
PA  17120.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Mirabito-Gresham Insurance & Bonds 
Agency, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 6/8/16. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
DIRECT CONNECTION BUY - SELL, 
LLC, Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/03/2016. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: C/) DIRECT 
CONNECTION BUY - SELL, LLC, 60 
Grand Avenue, Johnson City, 13790. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: STRENGTH 
IN SISTERHOOD LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
08/10/2016. NY office location: 143 
MURRAY STREET, BINGHAMTON, 
NY 13905 Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 143 MURRAY 
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 
Purpose of LLC: Any lawful purpose.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: HUMBLE 
BINGHAMTON BEGINNINGS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 08/10/2016. NY office 
location: 18 FLORAL AVENUE, 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Broome 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon 
him/her is 18 FLORAL AVENUE, 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 Purpose 
of LLC: Any lawful purpose.

 
 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is: EFSTATHIOS 
DEMETRE GOVAS, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was June 29, 2016. The County in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company to 307 Front Street, 
Binghamton, New York 13905. The 
purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Coupon 
Systems, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY  
13851-0678.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Levendis 123 LLC (the 
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
 Levendis 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with the
 New York Secretary of State on
 March 15, 2016. 

3. The Company’s office within
 New York State is located in
 Broome County.

4. The New York Secretary of
 State of the State of New York
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secrretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 such process served upon
 him or her to c/o Robert W.
 Carey, Esq., 122 State Street -
 Suite 220, Binghamton, New
 York 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
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Community 
Calendar

The Community Calendar can be found on the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton’s website, www.jfgb.
org, by clicking on “calendar.”

“Have you forgotten the date of your organization’s 
event? Can’t remember when the CJS lecture is? Do you 
want to hear what’s happening at the next Federation board 
meeting? Are you planning an event and want to make sure 
there are no conflicts? Then go to www.jfgb.org and hit 
‘calendar,’” said Sima Auerbach, executive director of the 
Federation.  “This is your Community Calendar! All the 
events this amazing community holds are listed – and if you 
do not see what you were looking for, call us at 724-2332.”

Updates or additions of events for the calendar can be 
made by contacting the Federation through its website 
(click on “calendar” and then “click here to request a 
change to the calendar”) or by calling 724-2332.

also suggests that these incidents occurred as a protest against 
Israel’s alleged oppression of the Palestinians, never pointing 
out the extreme lengths Israel has gone to make overtures to 
the Palestinian leadership to resolve the conflict.

More than 35 years ago, Israel made enormous, one-sid-
ed sacrifices to achieve peace with Egypt, giving up vast 
amounts of territory that it had captured in the 1967 Six-
Day War. One of the reasons Israel did this was to achieve 
normalcy with Egypt and open the door to positive and 
mutually beneficial relations between the Egyptian and 
Israeli people. 

Thus, the fact that the Egyptian judo Olympian who refused 
to shake hands with his Israeli counterpart was from a country 
that has a peace treaty with Israel is especially discouraging.

As I said at the beginning of this article, sometimes all 
it takes to understand what Israel and the Jewish people 
are up against is reading the news. 

Richard Friedman is the executive director of the Bir-
mingham Jewish Federation. 

The above is from Update, a daily e-newsletter published 
by the Birmingham (AL) Jewish Federation. If you wish 
to subscribe, e-mail the Federation at Update@bjf.org.

Olympics Continued from page 2

Lt. Col. Yonatan Netanyahu, older brother of Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister, was killed.

Today, when Reuven recounts that time to listeners 
around the world, he is often asked if he was afraid or excited.

“You don’t feel excitement or fear; you are in a differ-
ent state of mind. You have a target, a mission you have 
to complete and your senses are working overtime. Yet, 
it was not just another mission. It was the first mission I 
ever thought was a very high responsibility – even from 
God – to rescue Jewish hostages. I felt very privileged to 
be there, and very eager,” explained Reuven.

“The Piaker family is very pleased to be able to bring 
in Sasson ‘Sassy’ Reuven for this lecture honoring our 
parents,” said Alan Piaker on behalf of his siblings. “The 
Raid on Entebbe, as it became known, showed the world 
that Israel would go to great lengths to save fellow Jews 
who were threatened with death. Rescuing hostages is a 
dangerous and difficult undertaking. The fact that this raid 
was successful was a testament to the expertise and careful 
planning of the Israel Defense Forces. Please join us on 
Thursday, September 8, for what will be a most interesting 
and compelling talk.”

Reservations for the lecture can be made by visiting 
http://JewishBU.com/Piaker or calling the Chabad office 
at 797-0015. Refreshments and desserts will be served.

Piaker Continued from page 1

This year, Temple Corcord’s Hanukkah House Museum’s 
exhibit will be about Yad Vashem’s Righteous Among 
Nations list of non-Jews who risked their lives to save 
Jews during the Holocaust. Organizers have asked to be 
contacted by those who were helped or who have family 
members who were helped by a person on the list; or by 
those who are relatives of people who are included in the 
list. Museum organizers would like to feature such people 
in their exhibit. The Yad Vashem person’s name and any 

The Cornell University Jewish Studies Program an-
nounces its fall semester series, “Technologies of Memo-
ry,” which will kick-off with a chamber music concert by 
Pulitzer Prize winner Julia Wolfe and composer Michael 
Gordon on Thursday, September 15, at 8 pm, in Sage 
Chapel on the university campus. The event is free and 
open to the public. 

Composers Wolfe and Gordon, co-founders of the New 
York City-based organization Bang on a Can, have teamed 
up for a concert of their works that will focus on spirituality 
and music. The concert will feature music for choir, string 
quartet and amplified rock ensemble. It will  include the 
premiere of Wolfe’s duo for cello and double bass by John 
Haines-Eitzen and guest bassist Tomoya Aomori.

The hard part of raising the money yielded many possible 
solutions. Fortunately, we had an old Beth El membership 
list in the archives. We sent letters to former members and/
or their relatives, both in the area and out of town, and to 
local Jewish residents. Significant contributions were re-
ceived from a few families; not as many as I expected. We 
also contacted various local foundations for donations and 
thoughts; nobody was interested. For a while, it appeared 
that the Jewish Museum of Philadelphia might be interested, 
but that did not come to fruition. Since we did need seed 
money to begin the contracting process, the Endowment 
Committee of the Jewish Federation agreed to provide a 
grant to the committee from an old Beth El account. We 
would have to repay it from our fund-raising proceeds.

So at this point we were able to move them, store them 
and pay for them. These were the major criteria needed to 
commit to Broome County that we wanted the windows 
and would replace them with plain glass windows. The 
clock had started for a June completion.

Fund-raising now began in earnest. Ads and articles were 
placed in The Reporter, and letters and e-mails were sent to 
various foundations and Jewish owned businesses. Donations 
started coming in from community members who were known 
to us and, surprisingly, from local persons who were unknown 
to the committee members. Once again, Jennifer was very 
instrumental in obtaining a significant grant from St. Paul’s 
Church, on Jefferson Avenue. Members there still have an 
affinity to Temple Beth El, since their rebuilding effort in 1950. 
They held Sunday services at Beth El for almost two years.

The last step in the process was to find “homes” for the 
windows. Local and out of town museums did not want 
them. A few well-placed phone calls and visits were suc-
cessful in finding organizations that wanted them. St. Paul’s 
wanted one, as did the new the Amos Patterson Museum 
of Local History being built behind the public library in 
Endicott. A chance discussion with Randy Friedman of the 
Binghamton University Judaic Studies Department placed 
two windows. One of these was donated by the generos-
ity of Richard and Marianne Matties. The Kline family 
purchased “their” windows, and the Jewish Community 
Center, Jewish Federation and each of the three synagogues 
all requested windows. Within a short period of time, we 
had local places committing to host a window.

The whole construction process took less than one week 
to remove and replace the windows, and deliver them to the 
respective recipients. At this point, we thought the job of 
the committee was complete and we could relax. Not quite.

We did make a good arrangement with Carol at the 
glass shop to have her brother make frames for the round 
and smaller side windows. As of this writing, some are 
complete and have been delivered to their new homes. 
Now the process to define where to hang them, and how 
to best light them, will begin.

The committee is working on a plan to have a community 
ceremony or multiple events to dedicate these windows. 
We also hope that there will be some smaller portions of 
the windows that individuals may purchase as memorabilia.

Although at this time we have not raised all of the money 
needed, we are optimistic that more will be received once 
the formal dedications are held. Any additional donations 
or purchases would be most appreciated.

We can all be very gratified as a community that we have 
successfully completed such a meaningful task to preserve 
a reminder of the Jewish community of Endicott. I am not 
sure that other communities could have completed such 
a task in such a short time. Special thanks to the Broome 
County Real Property Office and the Broome County exec-
utive director for working with us to allow this to happen.

Windows Continued from page 2

Jewish Studies Program at Cornell to kick off fall 
series with chamber music concert

The concert is sponsored by the Jewish Studies Program 
and the Department of Music, and is funded in part by a 
grant from the Cornell Council for the Arts.

For further information and directions, e-mail jew-
ishstudies@cornell.edu or visit http://events.cornell.edu/
event/technologies_of_memory.

Hanukkah House Museum seeks 
information, assistance

other information is needed by Thursday, September 15.
Additionally, organizers have need of someone to mount 

the exhibit on foam core. The content will be given to 
whoever can do the mount in the October-November time 
frame. It must be ready to hang mid-November.

Those who can help have been asked to contact Linda 
Suskind Green or leave a message either at Hanukkah-
HouseMuseum@gmail.com or by calling Temple Concord 
at 723-7355.

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

JFS “We Remember You”
Holiday Food Collection

Underway
Please deposit non-perishable Jewish High 
holiday food items in the specially marked 
boxes at any of the following locations by 
Sept. 18. Your donation will show our Jewish 
neighbors that they are remembered and we 
want their holidays to be special too.

Beth David Synagogue
Chabad

Hillel Academy
Hillel at Binghamton

JCC
Temple Israel

Temple Concord

JFS will be happy to accept monetary contributions at:
Jewish Family Service, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850

Roz Antoun
724-2332

Lynne Green
723-7272

Paula Rubin
797-0181

For more information call:
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A stop on the Israel trip of the Johnson Cornell Tech M.B.A. program’s iTrek course. 
(Photo courtesy of iTrek)

In “iTrek,” Israeli start-up scene is future business 
leaders’ training ground

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org

Ever since Dan Senor and Saul Singer’s 
2009 book “Start-up Nation: The Story of 
Israel’s Economic Miracle” came out, the Is-
raeli innovation scene has received significant 
attention. In more recent years, students from 
one of America’s most prestigious master 
of business administration programs have 
also been noticing Israel. Since 2014, Cor-
nell University’s one-year Johnson Cornell 
Tech M.B.A. program has included the iTrek 
course – a three-month intensive interaction 
with Israeli start-ups that culminates with a 
12-day group trip to Israel, during which 
students deliver actionable solutions to their 
start-up clients.

The program was founded by Roni Mi-
chaely, the Rudd Family professor of finance 
at Johnson and lead instructor of iTrek, which 
he helped found. Michaely interviews more 
than 100 Israeli start-ups to select between 20 
and 30 companies with whom the students 
work. The students identify a pain point – 
anything from market strategy to product 

selection to financial challenges – and then 
work in teams, along with the company, 
to solve the issues. Students have weekly 
Skype meetings with company executives, 
conduct background research, and develop 
recommendations. The students devote a 
minimum of 100 hours to each start-up. 

“If I get 150 of these extremely bright stu-
dents to think about Israel and realize Israel is a 

center of innovation and start-ups, when in 10 
years they will be in very important positions, 
then I have done my job,” says Michaely, who 
notes that the program has grown from 20 to 
55 students since its founding. He projects 
that it will hit the 150-student mark annually 
within the next six or seven years.

The program is not meant as an Israel 
advocacy initiative. While the 12-day trip to 

the Jewish state does include a combination 
of culture, politics and tourism experiences, 
Michaely says, “The best thing about Israel 
is the technology. If I expose them to what 
is going on here without any indoctrination 
or propaganda – the technology, the cyber 
market, energy and fintech – it is totally 
amazing and so impressive. That’s what I 
introduce to them and it speaks for itself.”

The students and the start-ups describe 
iTrek as mutually beneficial. Cornell M.B.A. 
graduate Carlos Alberto Fernandez was paired 
with Guardian Optical Technologies, which 
builds next-generation sensing technology for 
automotive safety systems, and TapReason, 
which provides an easy and low-cost way 
for developers to grab more users for apps. 
He helped Guardian develop a U.S. market 
entry strategy and helped TapReason conduct 
a U.S. competitor analysis.

Fernandez, whose knowledge about Israel 
was “limited” before the course, said his key 
takeaways were three-fold: professional, per-
sonal, and cultural. “Building a network with 
See “Future” on page 7

Ben-Gurion University Institute tackles water 
shortage, hygiene in developing countries

Prof. Noam Weisbrod, director of the 
Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research 
in the Jacob Blaustein Institute for Desert 
Research at Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev. (Photo by Noam Weisbrod)

Israel’s Negev Desert, which has long been plagued by water issues, where a team of 80 
scientists and 250 graduate students are working on ways to tackle the problem using 
cutting-edge science in partnership with academics around the world. (Photo courtesy 
of Wikimedia Commons)

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org

Israeli water experts believe by 2050, al-
most half of the world’s population will live 
in countries with a chronic water shortage. 
What’s causing the shortfall is population 
growth, which leads to a greater demand 
for food, increased pollution and climate 
instability, according to Prof. Noam Weis-
brod, director of the Zuckerberg Institute 
for Water Research in the Jacob Blaustein 
Institute for Desert Research at Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev. 

In Israel’s Negev Desert, which has long 
been plagued with water challenges, a team 
of 80 scientists and 250 graduate students 
are working on ways to tackle the problem 
using cutting-edge science in partnership 
with academics around the world. ZIWR 
has become the go-to consultant on water 
emergencies in Colorado and California, 
and provides long-term assistance around 
the world, including places like Mongolia 
and Central Asia. 

Weisbrod explained that “not every-
thing can be about novel research,” it’s 

also about educating a new generation of 
water experts and scientists, teaching them 
about the “moral obligation” to leverage 
a progressive education to help those less 
fortunate than themselves. 

Currently, one billion people are living 
in developing countries facing problems 
that cannot be solved in the lab. “There is 
a very bad correlation between water [chal-
lenges] and hunger, disease and poverty,” 
Weisbrod said.

Seven years ago, he established a year-
long course called “Rural Water Develop-
ment” to further educate students working 
on graduate degrees about such world prob-
lems. In the past few years, Weisbrod has 
brought student groups to villages in rural 
areas of Ethiopia, Zambia and Uganda. In 
each locale, the students work with locals 
and a cadre of NGOs to identify their water 
sources and test the water quality. They also 
teach children about hygiene issues and 
educate people about the aquifer’s proper 
hygienic use. Projects range from drilling 
wells with local materials to building storage 
tanks that collect rainwater and installing 
bio-sand filters to reduce contamination.

“The students research the water chal-
lenges of wherever they will be traveling and 
determine the low-tech solutions they will 
implement when they get there,” Weisbrod 

said. Then, they spend 10 days “getting their 
hands dirty” experiencing the “Rural Water 
Development” course, the only such course 
of its kind in Israel.

In Ethiopia, the students drilled boreholes 
to provide drinking water and installed low-
tech water pumps. In Zambia, the students 
analyzed the water quality and installed 
filters to improve it, including in HIV clinics 
and at schools. In Uganda, they built a rain 
catchment system near school bathrooms, 
allowing children to wash their hands after 
going to the toilet. 
See “Water” on page 8
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KIDS CONNECTION
After School & Long Day Child Care Programs beginning Aug. 15
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founders, investors and industry professionals expanded my 
personal network internationally to a great extent,” he said, 
noting that he continues to exchange professional ideas with 
some of the contacts he made.

Fernandez said he was “blown away” by the talent he 
observed in the Jewish state, which “added a whole new 
component in defining Israel.” He said that his conversations 
with journalists, advocates and scholars about the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, and seeing infrastructure like Israel’s West 
Bank security fence first-hand, “expanded the reality of Israel 
beyond what one can read in the press.”

Ariel Beery – CEO of Mobile ODT, which invented a way 
to use mobile phones to help providers detect cancer and 
other diseases – had Cornell students assist his company in 
developing a go-to-market strategy for the U.S. “They met with 
our team and got to know our product and what we wanted to 
do,” said Beery. “They were very quickly able to identify the 
basic core necessities, and from there they started working.” 
Beery described the resulting market strategy as “wonderful.”

“The students are brilliant and thoughtful,” he said. “They 
understood the depth of our strategy and enacted a beautiful 
plan to move us forward.”

Beery said he thinks Israel is the perfect training ground 
for these students, offering opportunities that other countries 
cannot. The speed of innovation in Israel, the opportunity 
to start at the ground level and build up, and the relatively 
small economy that requires Israel to see the world as an 
open field in which companies can play are all advantages 
of the Israeli start-up ecosystem, he said.

“I was really able to apply what I learned in class,” said 
recently graduated Cornell M.B.A. student Derek Cutting, 
who is moving to the West Coast to work as an innovation 
consultant. “Our school focuses a lot on building entrepre-
neurial skills and building startups and iTrek was a really 
good fit... The people in Israel are so focused on challenging 
norms, pushing things to be better. It fits very well with the 
culture our school has.”

Cutting said he enjoyed the ability to work with cross-func-
tional teams – not just M.B.A. students, but designers and 
computer scientists – which forced him to think outside the 
box. For example, during the Israel trip, students participated in 
a one-day “hack-a-thon” design challenge sponsored by Sears 
Israel. The M.B.A. students collaborated with students from 
Israel’s Shenkar College of Engineering, Design and Art to 
“rei-nvent shopping.” Cutting’s team developed an interactive, 
wearables-based game designed to keep young children engaged 
in the grocery store shopping experience. “They put on the 
smart vest and go around the store, locate different items. It helps 
parents shop while their kids learn about nutrition,” Cutting said.

Shenkar design students developed the top four concepts 
into working prototypes. Also while they were in Israel, the 

A stop on the Israel trip of the Johnson Cornell Tech M.B.A. 
program’s iTrek course. (Photo courtesy of iTrek)

Future Continued from page 6
Cornell students each made two presentations to groups 
of venture capitalists and industry experts. Following a 
five-minute introduction from a start-up company executive, 
the students had half an hour to present their solutions and 

take questions from the panel. “They start to understand 
what VCs think about and what types of questions they ask,” 
Michaely said. “Trying to break the code of the Israeli start-
up DNA is something that can benefit the students a lot.”
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Full-Day Programs for child ren ages 3 & 4
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500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
607-724-2417
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Roi Ram, a second year master’s student in the hy-
drology department, traveled to Uganda in 2015. He 
said the trip opened his eyes to the “gaps between the 
situation in those countries and the Western world,” 
which he called unbelievable.

While feedback from students and non-governmental 
organizations about his course has been positive, Weisbrod 
said he understands that no matter how good the class project 
is “in two weeks, we won’t change Africa.” The exposure 
the students receive does have a long-term impact on them 
as they move into careers in areas that include academia, 
consulting and government. One student, for example, 
has established a startup that provided cellular phones for 
improved communication in Zimbabwe. 

Of late, ZIWR has been working on fusing its cut-
ting-edge science with low-tech technologies. “We are 
now, just recently, checking an option for a project in 
South Africa where will take water from old mines to 
develop hydroponics and fish farms,” Weisbrod shared. 
ZIWR is also researching solar panels that can be installed 
in rural areas for a reasonable price. Other projects have 
involved decreasing clogging as a result of waste and 
treating wastewater. 

Professor Emeritus Pedro Berliner is another member of 
the Blaustein team. He has spent the last 25 years working 
on projects of various capacities for third world countries. 
He estimates that the university spends as much as a few 
million dollars per year on these projects, and leverages at 
least 50 percent of its team of scientists and students. “The 
point here is that desertification – the process by which 
fertile land becomes desert, typically as a result of drought, 
deforestation or inappropriate agricultural techniques— is a 
real problem in third world countries,” Berliner explained.

His team tackles desertification on two fronts. First, 
it develops technologies for countries in which there is 
enough capital to implement sophisticated technologies. 
Second, it develops technologies for countries lacking 
in resources, which probably accounts for more than 50 
percent of its work.

In African dry land areas, it’s not a water shortage prob-
lem, but an inability to capture water for food and other 
uses. Taking a technology developed for use in the Negev, 
Berliner’s team established specially prepared plots of land 
(known as runoff agroforestry), growing trees and crops 
between them. This technique helps trap flood water, thus 
allowing for the production of more food. The twigs and 
stems of the trees can also be used for firewood.

Covering the area between the rows with plastic mulch 
and using a trickle irrigation system decreases water loss 
by up to 40 percent. “The techniques allow us to produce 
higher yields using the same amount of water or produce 
the same amount using less water,” Berliner said.

Berliner believes the projects are not only Israel’s “mor-
al obligation to help others who are not in as privileged 
position as we are and are in dire need of these techniques 
to survive,” but there are also political considerations. 
Desertification is one of the leading causes of African 
migration, including to Israel. “By helping people in these 
areas,” he said, “we are helping avoid massive migration.”

Water Continued from page 6

Although the novel has been compared to “Ragtime,” 
this brilliant work stands on its own. Its historical and 
philosophical offerings enrich the action, but don’t slow the 
plot. I found myself torn between reading slowly to enjoy 
its humor and racing through its pages to discover what 
happens next. You don’t have to love traditional Russian 
novels to love this book.

“The Imperial Wife”
Tanya Kagan Vandermotter always felt the need to 

impress her immigrant parents as if her achievements 
would finally justify the family’s move from the Soviet 
Union when Tanya was 7 years old. The early years were 
difficult, but Tanya’s parents have happily settled into 
American middle class life. Tanya is also doing well: 
she’s the Russian specialist in an important New York 
City auction house and has married into an old WASP 
family. Her husband, Carl, a university professor, is also 
the author of a successful novel, “Young Catherine,” 
about Catherine the Great of Russia. Yet, as Irina Reyn 
shows in “The Imperial Wife” (Thomas Dunne Books), 
appearances can be deceiving.

The trouble begins when an important and valuable 
item – a medal worn by Catherine the Great – is offered 
to Tanya’s auction house. Her clients – very rich and very 
dangerous Russian oligarchs – are hoping Tanya will give 
them an edge on the purchase. The sale could make or 
break her career, but Tanya’s also facing a marital crisis, 

which makes it difficult for her to concentrate on work. 
When the oligarchs offer her incentives to help them, Tanya 
must decide what type of professional and personal life 
she needs and wants.

“The Imperial Wife” is really two novels in one: The 
first tells Tanya’s story. The other is the novel Carl wrote 
about the early life of Catherine the Great. The two tales 
offer readers different impressions about what makes a 
woman successful – and whether or not it’s possible to 
have a long, equal relationship with a man. Reyn also 
shows insights into what it means to be a Russian Jew when 
Tanya describes her mother: “My mother is pessimistic in 
the way she sees both herself and the world. Good things 
happen by accident and bad things come because of per-
sonal shortcomings. She’s a classic Russian Jew.” Tanya’s 
relationship to Judaism is not a happy one because of her 
early years attending an American yeshiva: the school “did 
its best to exclude me, to separate me from the American 
Jews and the Israeli Jews, when there were no friends with 
whom to pass the long after-school hours bled into evening. 
There was nothing to do but make peace with loneliness, 
make the best of it.”

Although I enjoyed the contemporary sections of the 
novel more than the historical ones, that’s mostly because I 
cared more about Tanya than about Catherine. Yet, there is 
a reason both stories are included – a reason that shocked 
me and changed the way I looked at both women.

Russians Continued from page 4

Play about Israeli-Palestinian society coming to Ithaca
The Hangar Theatre will bring “Wrestling Jerusalem,” 

an original play written and performed by Aaron David-
man, to Ithaca from Wednesday-Saturday, September 7-10, 
with daily performances at the theater, 801 Taughannock 
Blvd., Ithaca. The play examines the political divisions 
that have affected, and continue to affect, Israeli-Palestin-
ian society and the world-at-large. Post-show discussions 
will follow the performance. For show times, visit www.
HangarTheatre.org.

“Wrestling Jerusalem” follows one man’s journey as he 
attempts to better understand the decades-long Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, and grapple with the numerous viewpoints 

and beliefs associated with it.
Throughout the performance, Davidman 

will assume more than a dozen different roles, 
including Israelis, Palestinians, Americans, 
leftist rabbis and conservative settlers. Each 
character is said to have “a wide range of 
experiences” with personal and political 
viewpoints to share. According to organizers 
of the program, Davidman’s performance 
“grapples with the complexities of identity, 
history and social justice, portraying the 
simultaneity of truths surrounding conflicts 
in the Middle East.”

The show will offer “a journey of dis-
covery,” offering various points of view, as 
Davidman “unfolds the complex subjectivities 
that embody each distinct character.” On his 
personal blog centered around “Wrestling Jerusalem,” 
Davidman wrote, “In some ways, I’m changed after every 
performance. These characters teach me, again and again, 
that the narratives that shape our world are subjective.”

Each performance at the Hangar Theatre will be followed 
by professionally facilitated discussions intended to open 
a community dialogue. Josh Friedman, the Hangar’s man-
aging director, hopes that the project will have “a profound 
impact” on those who attend. “We are looking forward 
to helping further the community dialogue around this 
difficult subject. Our hope is that all attendees will leave 
with a willingness to listen to differing opinions and with 
a desire to actively seek common ground with those who 
would otherwise be considered opponents.”

“Wrestling Jerusalem” premiered at the Intersection for 
the Arts in San Francisco in March 2014. The Washington 
Post called it “breathtaking... Sweeping yet personal... a 
panoramic overview of one of the world’s most chronic 
conflicts.” In a review from the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Robert Hurwitt wrote, “There’s a sinuous, yearning beau-
ty in Aaron Davidman’s segue from a Hebrew song to a 
Muslim prayer. Deep sadness and wistful hope emanate 
from his portraits of Israelis and Palestinians.”

Tickets for “Wrestling Jerusalem” start at $22 and can 
be purchased online at www.HangarTheatre.org, by phone 
at 273-2787 or in person at the Hangar Theatre business 
office, located in center Ithaca on the Commons.

The Hangar Theatre seeks to make theater 
accessible to the entire community through its 
“Pay What You Can” program. Patrons may 
pay what they can afford to see a show at the 
Wednesday night performance of “Wrestling 
Jerusalem.” A limited number of tickets are 
available on a first-come first-serve basis. The 
program is supported by an action grant from 
the New York Council for the Humanities.

The Hangar Theatre aims to provide 
“exceptional theater experiences of high-pro-
fessional quality to enrich, enlighten, educate 
and entertain the diverse audience in the 
Finger Lakes region and beyond,” according 
to a representative. “Strong educational and 
training programs are central parts of our 
commitment to the local and national artistic 

communities.”
Support for “Wrestling Jerusalem” was provided by 

the Hess Legacy Fund of the Community Foundation 
and the Community Foundation’s Tompkins Today and 
Tomorrow Fund.

The theatre is located two miles north of downtown Ithaca 
on Route 89 at the Treman Marina entrance to Cass Park.

Aaron Davidman in 
“Wrestling Jerusalem”

National Israeli-American 
Conference in DC

The National Israeli-American Confer-
ence will be held from September 24-26 in 
Washington, DC. The third annual gathering 

of the Israeli-American community will delve into 
issues facing the Israeli-American and Jewish commu-
nities. Attendees will examine questions surrounding 
Israeli and Jewish identity; hear from experts about 
issues in global affairs; explore cutting-edge educational 
opportunities for children; network with innovators at 
the center of politics, culture and business; and work 
to cultivate the leadership and growth of the Israe-
li-American community. American and Israeli experts, 
community leaders, elected officials, innovators and 
influencers will join one of the largest Jewish commu-
nity gatherings and explore three core issues: “Jewish 
and Israeli identity of the young generation,” “Israel 
as a Nation State of the Jewish People” and “Israeli 
American and Jewish peoplehood.”

For further information or to register for the conference, 
visit www.israeliamerican.org/conference.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Survey: Most Israelis and Palestinians support a two-state 
solution

The majority of Israelis and Palestinians still support a two-state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, according to a new survey by the Israel Democracy Institute and the Palestinian 
Center for Policy and Survey Research. The Palestinian-Israeli Pulse poll surveyed 1,270 
Palestinians and 1,184 Israelis on their views of a theoretical peace agreement and perceptions 
of one another. Only 39 percent of Palestinians and 46 percent of Israelis would support a 
proposed nine-point peace deal that would include; demilitarizing a Palestinian state, Israel 
withdrawing to pre-1967 lines, and dividing Jerusalem to become east and west capitals for 
Palestine and Israel, respectively. Secular Israeli Jews were more likely (56 percent) to support 
a peace deal than traditionalists (35 percent). A majority of both Israeli Jews (52 percent) 
and Palestinians (62 percent) blame each other for why previous peace negotiations failed. 
Italians protest building mosque by Leaning Tower of Pisa

Plans to build a mosque next to Italy’s Leaning Tower of Pisa, under protest by some 
1,800 Italians who’ve signed a petition, will now require a construction proposal approval. 
Egyptian-born Italian journalist and politician Magdi Allam, who started the petition, called 
the response “the Italian revolution.” Others involved in the protest vow to block plans to 
build the mosque, saying they’ll continue to gather signatures. “We will not stop here because 
we expect to get to a higher number of signatures, at least 2,000, to avoid problems with 
the council,” Gianluca Gambini, protest committee vice chairman, told Italian press. On 
Aug. 18, Italian authorities arrested a Tunisian national suspected of plotting a terror attack 
at the Leaning Tower of Pisa after he posted on social media a threat to attack the tower. 
Italy’s Interior Minister Angelino Alfano has also recently signed a number of expulsion 
orders of suspected Islamists in the wake of a barrage of threats of terror and a number of 
“lone-wolf” attacks from the Islamic State in Europe in recent months. 
New policy tries to prevent terrorism in Judea and Samaria

A new Israeli security policy to thwart terrorism in Judea and Samaria was unveiled 
by Israel’s Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman on Aug. 17. Lieberman said at a press 
conference in Tel Aviv the purpose of the new policy “is to continue to give benefits to 
those who desire co-existence with us, and make life difficult for those who seek to harm 
Jews.” The plan gives special privileges to 15 Palestinian Authority communities that 
have not harbored terrorists and kept peaceful ties with Israel. For towns where residents 
are known to be involved in terrorism, work permits in Israel will be rejected and other 
stronger security checks will be implemented, Arutz Sheva reported. Potential rewards 
for terror-free towns include new medical centers, soccer fields and industrial zones.

Federations open fund drive 
for Louisiana flood victims

(JTA) – North America’s Jewish Federations are seeking donations to assist the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Baton Rouge in providing relief to victims of flooding 
that has devastated southern Louisiana. Relentless rains and high waters have claimed 
more than a dozen lives so far; more than 30,000 people have been rescued since Aug. 
12. At least 40,000 homes have been damaged and 20 parishes have been declared 
federal disaster areas, according to Nola.com. Staff members from the Baton Rouge 
Federation and many from the local Jewish community were among those forced to 
flee, according to the Jewish Federations of North America, which established the Baton 
Rouge Flood Relief Fund. (Donations can be made by visiting https://secure-fedweb.
jewishfederations.org/page/contribute/baton-rouge-flood-relief-fund.). Baton Rouge’s 
newly opened Chabad House, Baton Rouge Beit Chabad, also launched an emergency 
fund-raising campaign (https://www.gofundme.com/2jrjfhfg) for those affected by 
the massive floods.

By Hillel Kuttler
(JTA) – For many, summer is all about 

the three B’s: baseball, beaches and books.
With the weather and pennant races 

sizzling, two journalists and the mayor of 
baseball’s mythical home village of Coo-
perstown, NY – all Jewish – have provided 
their takes about a sport that has captivated 
them for a long time.

The journalists – Hal Bock and Dan 
Schlossberg – focus on two National League 
teams: the Chicago Cubs, well-positioned 
this season to break a 108-year champion-
ship drought some consider a curse, and the 
Atlanta Braves, who won 14 consecutive 
division titles through 2005, but now have 
the worst record in Major League Baseball. 
Bock covered baseball for the Associated 
Press for four decades, while Schlossberg 
also once served on AP’s baseball beat.

Jeff Katz is now serving a second term as 
mayor of Cooperstown after moving there 
to indulge his lifelong love of baseball. In 
the book, he researches the strike-dividing 
season of 35 years ago that resulted in 
first- and second-half champions and the 
majors’ best team, the Cincinnati Reds, 
missing the playoffs.

JTA spent some time talking to the 
authors, who provide Jewish anecdotes 
connected to the books and ruminate about 
their pasts growing up in the baseball-rich 
New York City area.

 � “The Last Chicago Cubs Dynasty Before 
the Curse” by Hal Bock (Rowman and 
Littlefield Publishers; $36)

“The Last Chicago Cubs Dynasty Before 
the Curse” covers the years 1906 to 1910, 
when the Cubs reached four World Series 
and won two of them. It was “a fun book 
to write,” said Bock, adding that he enjoys 
the so-called deadball era in baseball, when 
home runs weren’t all the rage.

“The Cubs got off to a magnificent start 
this season [2016] – the best start they’ve 
had since 1908, a season that’s mentioned 
prominently in the book,” said Bock, 77, 
of suburban Long Island, NY. “The last 
time the Cubs were in the World Series 
[1945], World War II had just ended; the 
last time they won a World Series [1908], 
World War I had not yet begun. That puts 
it in some perspective.

“The Cubs’ catcher, Johnny Kling, was 
Jewish – or, at least, his teammates believed 
he was Jewish. He was an outstanding de-
fensive catcher. During the [1907] World 
Series, the Tigers’ Ty Cobb was on second 
base. The Cubs’ shortstop, Joe Tinker, was 
kibitzing with Cobb and said, ‘Watch it, or the 
Jew will nab you,” referring to Kling. Sure 
enough, Kling picked him off second base.”

As to why the alleged slur wasn’t men-
tioned in the book, Bock said: “I wanted 
it to be a baseball book, so I just avoided 
any controversy. This is not a book about 
Judaism; it’s a book about baseball.”

Bock attended James Monroe High 
School, the alma mater of future Detroit 
Tigers’ Hall of Famer Hank Greenberg. “He 
was a great hero to every Jewish kid in the 
Bronx, believe me,” Bock said. “When I 
was a kid about 8 years old, my father took 
me to my first baseball game, at the Polo 
Grounds, at the upper tip of Manhattan. My 
eye catches this structure that’s hanging off 
the middle deck behind home plate. I asked 
my dad what that was, and he said, ‘Oh, 
that’s the press box, where the writers sit.’

“My eyes opened up like saucers and I 
said, ‘That’s their job? Holy mackerel – what 
a way to make a living!” I decided right 
then and there that this was what I wanted 
to do, and I was fortunate enough in life to 
write about baseball.”

 � “Split Season 1981: Fernandomania, 
the Bronx Zoo, and the Strike that Saved 
Baseball” by Jeff Katz (Thomas Dunne 
Books; $19)

In “Split Season,” Katz said, “the pivotal 
character was [Players Association head] 
Marvin Miller: working-class, union, Jew. 
Miller speaks to me on those levels.

“The Miller aspect of the story – seeing 
his father on the picket line in the Gar-
ment District [in New York City] – was a 
very definite Jewish anecdote that means 
something to me. I think my point of view 
in ‘Split Season’ is very connected to my 
Jewishness. Even though I was a trader and 
worked on Wall Street, when it comes to 
owners versus workers, which was the ‘Split 
Season’ story, most Jewish people are on 
the side of the workers, almost by instinct.”

Katz, 53, said he was “a voracious read-
er” of baseball history at a very young age. 

L-r: Baseball writer Dan Schlossberg with 
former Atlanta Brave and Hall of Fame 
pitcher John Smoltz. (Photo courtesy of 
Dan Schlossberg)

Three baseball books from some veteran Jewish 
observers of the game

“There was something about it that was 
remarkable,” he said. “I recall reading a 
Warren Spahn biography in 1968. As a kid 
in a Jewish family going to public school in 
a predominantly Jewish neighborhood [in 
Brooklyn], there was always that Jewish 
thing of education is important, reading is 
important and it doesn’t matter what you 
read. Teachers and family members were 
getting me baseball books.

“Remember the Scholastic book orders?” 
he asked. “I would order every sports book 
in that catalog. No one ever said, ‘Maybe 
you can order two books instead of 10.’ 
There was a sense that reading books was an 
important thing. I still have all those books.”

 � “When the Braves Ruled the Diamond: 
Fourteen Flags Over Atlanta” by Dan Schloss-
berg (Sports Publishing; $14.03 online)

Schlossberg, a New Jersey native, said 
he became a Braves fan in 1957, when the 
team, then in Milwaukee, beat the New York 
Yankees in the World Series. “I’ve stayed with 
the Braves because I always loved the under-
dog,” said Schlossberg, 68, of Fair Lawn, NJ. 
“Through good and bad years, the Braves have 
been a fun team to watch. They’ve had many 
Baseball Hall of Fame players – from Hank 
Aaron, Eddie Mathews and Warren Spahn to 
Phil Niekro, Greg Maddux and Tom Glavine, 
not to mention [manager] Bobby Cox and 
2018 candidate Chipper Jones.”

Seeing this summer’s annual Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony in Cooperstown, 
Schlossberg said he was reminded that in 
2004, the former Yankees’ PR chief Mar-
ty Appel put together a Jewish baseball 
weekend there and invited several former 
players who are Jewish: Ron Blomberg, Art 
Shamsky, Mike Epstein, Richie Scheinblum, 
Bob Tufts, Norm Sherry, Ken Holtzman and 

several others. “It was a very enjoyable, one-
of-a-kind weekend – probably the only time 
that kosher food was served at the Baseball 
Hall of Fame,” he said.

Schlossberg has co-authored three 
books with celebrities, and two happen to 
be Jewish: Blomberg, an ex-Yankee and 
baseball’s first designated hitter, and Al 
Clark, a former American League umpire. 
“I’m very proud to have promoted some 
of the Jews involved in baseball through 
those two books,” he said.

As a kid, Schlossberg said, he was proud 
of the exploits of Jewish players. “I was not a 
Dodgers fan, but I was a Sandy Koufax fan. I 
saw him pitch many times,” he said. “I knew 
about Hank Greenberg and Moe Berg because 
I am a student of baseball history. Shawn 
Green holds the record for most total bases in 
a game, 19, with four homers, a double and a 
single. It’ll be difficult for anyone – Gentile 
or otherwise – to break that record.”

To our readers...

I want to remind you to let our advertisers know 

that you saw their ad here in THE REPORTER! It is 

so important to remember when you go to get your 

hair done or buy something at their store or use 

their services that you say I SAW YOUR AD IN THE 

REPORTER! They want to know.

Thank you,

Bonnie Rozen

Advertising Executive
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Congregational Notes

RABBI MOSHE SAKS, TEMPLE ISRAEL OF SCRANTON

Weekly Parasha
Ekev, Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25

Friday, August 26, light candles ......................... 7:28 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 27 ..................... 8:27 pm
Friday, September 2, light candles ..................... 7:16 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, September 3 .................. 8:15 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for 
Humanistic Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization 
that brings people together to explore and celebrate 
Jewish identity, history, culture and ethics within 
a secular, humanistic framework. KH is part of an 
international movement for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
and is affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism, 
a national association with over 30 member communities 
and congregations around the country. Established 
in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of Jewish 
holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar 
and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, August 27, the aufruf of Alon Geva 
and Arielle Angell will be celebrated, with a kiddush 
following services.

On Sunday, August 28, from 4-8 pm, the Annual Tem-
ple Beth-El Picnic will be held at Upper Buttermilk State 
Park. Picnic activities may include volleyball, frisbee, 
croquet and other games for older children and adults; 
and balloons, face painting and games for young children. 
Those planning to attend are asked to bring a dairy dish 
to pass. RSVP to Linda Canina at lc29@cornell.edu 
with the subject  TBE picnic” and note in your response 
the number and ages of children who will be attending.

On Friday-Saturday, September 2-3, the Bat mitzvah 
of Zoe Glick, daughter of Cory Foster and Rich Glick, 
will be celebrated.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, August 26 ...................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, August 27 ....................................................9 am
 ..................................................... Mincha/Maariv 7:15 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., August 28 .....................................................8:30 am
Mon.-Wed.., August 29-31 ..........................................7 am
Thurs.-Fri.,  September 1-2 ...................................6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., August 28-September 1 ....................7:20 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

On Saturday, September 10, the Shabbat luncheon 
series will resume at Beth David Synagogue. The lun-
cheon will follow services, and will be free and open to 
the entire community. September’s program will feature 
Dr. David Kammerman, who will speak on “Rosh Hasha-
nah in Uman, Ukraine.” (See related article on page 3.)

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, when 
religious school is in session.

On Friday, August 26, at 6:30 pm, there will be Shabbat 
in the Garden, with a picnic dinner in the garden before 
services. Beverages will be available to go with the picnic 
meals. At 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat in the Garden 
services led by Kolot and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell. 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the service.

On Saturday, August 27, at 9:15 am, there will be Torah 
study of Job.

On Tuesday, August 30, at 10:30 am, there will be a 
meeting of the Tuesday Morning Book Club at Temple 
Concord. At 7 pm, there will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class 
led by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell.

On Friday, September 2, at 6:30 pm, there will be Shab-
bat services with Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell, then a 
walk downtown for the LUMA displays. Those interested 
in attending have been asked to note the special time.

On Saturday, September 3, there will be no Torah study 
for Labor Day weekend.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, August 27, at 9:30 am, there will be 
Shabbat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, 
Art Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Alan 
Piaker. The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 7:12-
11:25. The haftarah will be Isaiah 49:14-51:3.

On Sunday, August 28, from 10 am-noon, at the temple 
there will be a Sisterhood kitchen shower. For more in-
formation, call the temple office at titammy@stny.twcbc.
com or 723-7461. Save the date of Sunday, September 
25, at 4 pm, for the temple’s “Welcome Home” celebra-
tion. More information will be announced in the future.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz 
at schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office one-and-
a-half weeks or more before the date to provide enough 
time to send out a notice.

In the Torah portion of Ekev, we read that God demands 
of us the following: to “revere Him,” to “walk in His paths,” 
to “love Him” and to “serve Him” (via the mitzvot). The 
traditional rabbinical interpretation (found in the Talmud) of 
this verse is the tradition of reciting 100 blessings each day.

For a traditional Jew, this is easy to accomplish – three 
times daily we pray; the blessings before and after we eat; 
and even the blessing we are supposed to recite leaving 
the bathroom (after all, it’s a physical necessity) add up 
to even more than 100.

One hundred blessings each day

I would, however, like to dwell on the need for blessings 
– what is a “blessing” (bracha) and why is it so crucial to 
us? A fascinating interpretation of what reciting blessings 
does for us was taught to me by a teacher of mine, Dr. 
Max Kadushin. Dr. Kadushin stated that “the blessing is 
an embodiment of Judaism’s mode of ‘normal mysticism.’ 
Whereas mysticism attempts to create an immediate, sensory 
experience of God, rabbinic Judaism considers this level of 
intensity as beyond the capability of most people, and cannot 
be sustained on a regular basis. Therefore, the blessing turns 

ordinary moments into an experience with God.”
In short, Dr. Kadushin is telling us that we can experience 

God’s presence in everyday life by connecting what we do 
and say to Him by the recitation of a bracha.

Think about this – we go on each day, from task to 
task, living our lives in a seemingly endless progression 
of mundane events, without much meaning. Imagine a 
world where we can each day, at many different moments, 
connect to the spirituality of God many times each day!

Try it, and see how it affects you! You’ll be glad you did.
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

Supporting and bringing aware-
ness to the rescue and adoption of 
dogs will be the focus for Doga-
palooza, an annual event being 
held this year on Sunday, August 
28, from noon-4 pm, on the outdoor 
grounds at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. 
The event will be free and open to 
the entire community, including 
their pets.

“Wellness, adoption, awareness 
and love is the message we want 
to bring to the community,” said 
Mary Gates, the fitness supervisor 
at the JCC and the coordinator of 
the event. Gates adopted Stella, a 
Maltipoo who was rescued after 
breeding puppies at a puppy mill, and 
Genevieve, a 6-year-old dachshund. 
Since then, Gates has become an 

The JCC Friendship Club met on August 17 and heard 
Donna A. Lupardo talk about her job as assemblywoman 
in the New York State Legislature. She said she grew up 
in New York City, but moved upstate when she went to 
Binghamton University. She is now running for another 
term in the New York State Assembly.

She talked about the importance of agriculture in the 
Southern Tier. There are many farms in the area, but it is 
not publicized. She talked about revitalizing downtown 
Binghamton. Her flyer listed the farmers’ markets in the 
Binghamton. There is now one open all year-round at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension on Front Street. It is open 
every Tuesday from 4-7 pm. She told about the new busi-
ness of growing hops for the craft beverage industry. She 
mentioned that major employees are Binghamton Univer-
sity and local hospitals. There is a new pharmacy school 
in Johnson City and a new culinary school in downtown 
Binghamton. The past few years there has been Restaurant 
Week to celebrate local restaurants.

Those in the audience asked questions. Someone 
asked about using the rivers for tourism, such as for use 
of canoes and kayaks. She also mentioned that the flood 
wall in Binghamton is old and needs attention, and a 
study is now being considered. She answered questions 
about the cost of childcare and the poor. Some people can 
afford it, others need financial assistance, Donna said to 
contact her office for assistance to see if she can help. 

Dogapalooza event on Aug. 28

DJ Harry “Pawz” Cohen played music at a 
previous Dogapalooza event.

advocate of animal rescue efforts. 
Jan DeAngelo, Gates’ colleague 
and JCC’s lead trainer and wellness 
coordinator, will be at the event with 
his dog, Sebastian, as well.

“All dogs participating at the event 
must be considered friendly with 
people and other dogs and up-to-date 
on vaccinations,” notes Gates.

At the center of the day’s events 
will be local rescue organizations 
and shelters, with adoptable dogs 
and other pets. There will be a “Who 
Let the Dogs Out!” kids area with 
games, face painting, a stuffed dog 
“adoption center,” food for purchase 
and more. The event will also feature 
dog and owner contests; pet photog-
raphy; vendors with unique items for 
pets and owners; a “doggie bakery”; 
and more. Entertainment will be 

provided by “DJ Pawz” and a local boy band.
Pre-event “Dogapalooza 2016” t-shirts are on sale now. 

The shirts sport a “Rescue” theme this year. Adult sizes 
cost $15 and youth sizes cost $12. Orders can be placed 
by contacting the JCC at 724-2417 or e-mailing Gates at 
MaryG@Binghamtonjcc.org. T-shirts will also be available 
for purchase at the event.

Portions of the proceeds from the day’s activities will 
benefit the Broome County Humane Society, Every Dogs 
Dream Adoption, Hubbards Hounds Dog Rescue, Southern 
Tier Animal Rescue and Pibbles and More Animal Rescue. 
Donations to these organizations will be accepted at the event.

For more information or to sponsor or participate, 
contact Gates at the JCC at 724-2417 or visit www.bing-
hamtonjcc.org.

The JCC is a not-for-profit agency and beneficiary agency 
of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Broome 
County that serves the community-at-large regardless of 
age, race, religion and sexual orientation. Scholarship 
assistance is offered to all who qualify as long as funds 
are available.

Assemblywoman Donna A. Lupardo spoke about the importance of agriculture in the Southern Tier at the JCC Friendship 
Club meeting on August 17, adn answered questions on that and other topics.

On a side note, she even contacted Governor Cuomo’s 
mother, Matilda, to talk to her son regarding helping 
with childcare costs. She commented on senior citizens’ 
safety with regard to parking, then walking to and from 
establishments. What’s important to her is community 
morale and pride in the area.

The meeting was called to order after the program was 
completed. There was a discussion of upcoming programs.

Come join us on Wednesdays at 1:30 pm at the Jewish 
Community Center.

Sylvia Diamond
President

on Judaism – in Torah, in Jewish textual tradition. Specifi-
cally, there will be explicit study of Torah with a particular 
focus upon reading the text for personal spiritual meaning: 
‘What is this text saying to my soul?’” He added that “a lot 
of the work will be shaped by the idea of, and the forms of, 
mindfulness practice,” meaning that it will include time for 
quiet contemplation, “time in which we will be invited to 
notice and pay attention to the present moment in a particular 
way, characterized by non-judgmentalism and kindness.”

Ordained in 1985, Perlmeter said, “I really came into the 
fullness of my rabbinate as the AIDS crisis was exploding... 
I was a rabbi in Miami where there was a large population of 
people affected by the disease.” In response to the epidemic, 
he became involved in the Health Crisis Network “because I 
felt called to respond from a place of compassion.” He added, 
“I felt that calling as part of my understanding of Jewish 
tradition and teachings. So a result of getting involved in 
that world was to really begin thinking in a profound way 
about the relationship of body and spirit.”

Noting that his interest in the subject became very strong, 
Perlmeter said it “was amplified by an interest in under-
standing first what makes worship work, and ultimately 
coming to the conclusion that what makes worship work 
is the relationship of the individual to realm of spirit. So 
it’s the fusion of those interests – relationship of body and 
soul and workings of the realm of spirit in the life of the 
individual that find increase over the ensuring two decades.”

Perlmeter suffered a crisis event in 2011, after a personal 
tragedy shook his family. Afterward, “one of the emerging 
truths... was discovering that I really came to understand 
and believe in no small part that my survival – I can only 
speak for myself – and re-emergence into life and joy and 
purpose hinged entirely on the fact that I already had a 
well-established place of what I considered to be the Jew-
ish understanding of wellness.” He added, “I believe that 
where I’m at today is because those things were already 
in place and inoculated me to cope.”

While discussing his work in social justice, Perlmeter 
explained how the need for activism is a part of Jewish 

wellness. Perlmeter explained that the Hebrew translation 
of the concept of wellness contains the root word shalom. 
“That word, as most people know, can be used for ‘hello’ 
and ‘goodbye,’ but what it means is ‘peace.’ However, be-
neath that root word is a deeper root word, shalem, which 
means ‘whole’ or ‘complete.’” Therefore, he explained, “the 
deep Jewish understanding of the nature of peace is a state 
of wholeness and completeness. Part of the world view of 
Jewish spiritual thought is that the individual human being 
is a microcosm of the whole universe. Therefore I can’t be 
completely whole, completely at peace, until the world is. So 
I’m called to be an activist out of that search for wholeness.”

In comparison to wellness practices, Perlmeter believes 
his offers something more. “I can’t say this is the Jewish 
understanding of wellness, but I believe what it has to 
offer is a contextualization of wellness that both gives it 
more gravity and also... [takes] into account the spiritual 
peace in which I believe, in which many great teachers 
and people of influence have certainly long indicated is a 
component of living well in this world.” He noted that close 
to where he lives is a program operated at a hospital that 
mainly focuses on the physical and emotional aspects of 
wellness. “I think what is unique and important in this way 
of looking at it is the recognition that if we fail to attend to 
the intellectual and the spiritual, which are critical to the 
Jewish world view, something crucial will be missing.”

Perlmeter also referenced the work of Victor Frankl, author 
of “Man’s Search for Meaning,” whose research into concentra-
tion camp survivors indicated that a “a clear sense of meaning” 
made one more likely to survive the experience. “My view of 
wellness, informed as it is by my understanding of Judaism, 
would suggest that that makes total sense,” said Perlmeter. “That 
these were people who possessed that unique component. And 
that helped them to survive, as it did me in my crisis.”

As for community members who attend his programs, 
Perlmeter hopes that they will become interested in these 
practices and look for ways to continue them after his visit. 
“For many, I think it will be new and for some a little bit 
out there, and that’s OK.”

Scholar Continued from page 1
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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JTA
IDF carries out dozens of air, artillery strikes on Gaza

The Israel Defense Forces carried out dozens of air and artillery strikes on Gaza, but 
said it did not intend to escalate violence between Israel and Hamas. Some 50 strikes on 
the night of Aug. 21 and early morning of Aug. 22 came in response to a rocket attack from 
Gaza earlier on Aug. 21 on the southern Israeli city of Sderot. The attack, which struck a 
residential neighborhood near the city’s train station and Sapir College, caused no casualties. 
IDF spokesman Peter Lerner said the strikes targeted Hamas positions in Gaza. “When 
terrorists in Gaza attack people during summer vacation, their intentions are clear – to 
inflict pain, cause fear and to terrorize,” Lerner said. Unnamed IDF officials described as 
“high-ranking” told Ynet: “While these strikes are unusual, we have no intention to escalate. 
There are still 1,000 trucks full of goods slated to enter Gaza today.” Ynet quoted an official 
as saying that the hits Hamas took on Aug. 21 were “the hardest they’ve taken since Oper-
ation Protective Edge,” the IDF’s 2014 effort to stop rocket fire from Gaza that escalated 
into a conflict with the terrorist group that lasted nearly two months. The official said the 
sites were predetermined and it was not known how much damage they caused. Earlier on 
Aug. 21, Israel responded to the Sderot rocket with strikes on two targets in northern Gaza. 
The military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine reportedly claimed 
responsibility for the attack on Sderot. “We hold Israel responsible for the escalation in 
the Gaza Strip and we stress that its aggression will not succeed in breaking the will of 
our people or dictate the terms of resistance,” Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri said. On 
Aug. 21, Hamas held an anti-Israel military parade through the streets of Rafah in southern 
Gaza. Hamas military leaders said they would renew hostilities against Israel and that Israeli 
prisoners held by Hamas will receive the same treatment as Palestinians in Israeli prisons. 
Orthodox Jerusalem synagogue hires female spiritual leader

In a first for an Orthodox congregation in Israel, a woman has been hired as a spiritual leader 
at a Jerusalem synagogue. Karmit Feintuch will serve at the Ramban Synagogue in the Old 
City alongside Rabbi Benny Lau, The Jerusalem Post reported on Aug. 22. She will have the 
title “rabbanit.” A committee of the religious Zionist synagogue in the Katamon neighborhood 
unanimously approved the hiring earlier in August, according to the Post. Feintuch, who has 
served as an educator at the Migdal Oz seminary in the West Bank since 2008, is expected to 
start in September. She will deal “with all aspects of the spiritual life of the community and 
the connection between man and God,” Lau said. Feintuch will be the first female communal 
leader at an Orthodox synagogue in Israel, according to the Post. In 2015, Jennie Rosenfeld 
became the first female communal spiritual leader to serve the Orthodox community of a town, 
the West Bank settlement of Efrat. Since the establishment of Yeshivat Maharat, a New York 
seminary ordaining Orthodox women spiritual leaders, a number of modern Orthodox syna-
gogues in the United States have hired women for leadership positions. In January, the Mount 
Freedom Jewish Center in Randolph, NJ, made history when it hired Rabbi Lila Kagedan, a 
Yeshivat Maharat graduate who is the first to adopt the title of “rabbi.” Many Orthodox Jews are 
opposed to the idea of women rabbis, and several mainstream Orthodox rabbis and institutions 
have ruled that ordaining female rabbis violates Jewish law. In October, the main association 
of modern Orthodox rabbis, the Rabbinical Council of America, passed a resolution reaffirm-
ing its opposition and barring member rabbis from hiring women with clergy-like titles. The 
haredi Orthodox Agudath Israel of America has said that institutions like Yeshivat Maharat 
that support female rabbis “reject the basic tenets of our faith, particularly the authority of 
the Torah and its sages.” Lau told the Post that Feintuch will help the synagogue grow. “All 
congregations must, like a tree, renew themselves, grow and develop,” he said. “Karmit is 
going to help our community grow bigger, sweeter and more beautiful fruit and this is why 
we have made this appointment.” Asked if he was concerned about a conservative backlash 
against the appointment, Lau told the Post: “I am not really interested in what people will say. 
More than 50 percent of the community are women, so why shouldn’t there be a woman in a 

leadership role?” he said. “So this isn’t something we feel is a radical step.”
Israel OKs planning for new Jewish homes in Hebron

The Israeli government has approved the planning of new housing for Jews in the predom-
inantly Arab West Bank city of Hebron. COGAT, the Israel Defense Forces Coordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories Unit, which coordinates civilian issues in the West 
Bank, confirmed to the Associated Press on Aug. 22 that permission was granted for planning 
infrastructure in the area. According to the plan, the residential area will be in the military 
compound of Plugat Hamitkanim, formerly the city’s central bus station. Israel requisitioned 
the land for military use in the 1980s, according to Peace Now. In a letter to Israeli Defense 
Minister Avigdor Liberman and to the head of the Civil Administration, Peace Now called for 
a halt to the residential planning for Jewish Israelis. “What is happening in Hebron is a clear 
bending of the law, according to which a land seized for military purposes cannot be used for 
the purpose of settlement,” the group wrote. “The Israeli government continues to find new 
ways to accommodate the extreme settlers in the city of Hebron, where the occupation is the 
most apparent and most severe. If the military necessity is no longer there, the land must be 
returned to its owners and the protected lease agreement with the Hebron municipality must 
be renewed.” Jewish residents of Hebron say the land is private property that belonged to 
Jews before the establishment of the state in 1948, according to Haaretz. Peace Now’s Hagit 
Ofran told the Associated Press that the planning approval is the first in more than a decade.
Honduras to get tech from Israel to fight organized crime

President Juan Orlando Hernandez of Honduras said his country has signed an agreement 
with Israel for “cutting-edge technology” to help his army fight organized crime. Hernandez 
said the agreement, which will be submitted to the legislature for its approval, will be used 
to battle “the highest levels of crime in the last 15 years.” Calling the pact “pivotal to the 
growth of the Honduran nation,” the president said it “will allow the strengthening of our 
armed forces with capabilities we have probably never had.” The agreement was announced 
in light of the 52nd anniversary of the founding of the army’s 2nd Airborne Infantry Battalion, 
the Spanish-language Iton Gadol news service reported on Aug. 21. Hernandez said he 
foresees some disagreement in the parliament, but asked lawmakers to approve the deal.
U.N. to exhibit drawings by Israeli soldier whose body is 
held in Gaza

The drawings of Hadar Goldin, an Israeli soldier who was killed by Hamas in Gaza where 
his body is being held, will be exhibited at U.N. headquarters in New York. A main exhibition 
area of the building will display the drawings during the General Assembly in September. 
Goldin’s parents, Leah and Simcha of Kfar Saba, and his twin brother, Tzur, will attend the 
exhibit’s opening at the United Nations with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who will speak before the General Assembly. The exhibit is titled “The Final Peace,” named 
for a misspelling by Goldin, a lieutenant, in one of his drawings. The Goldin family decided 
to hold the exhibit after a curator who visited them during the shiva week saw the drawings 
and was impressed by his artwork. The family previously held an exhibit of Goldin’s artwork 
on the first anniversary of the 2014 Gaza war at the Ein Hod artists’ village in northern Israel. 
Twice a year, his classmates organize a day of hiking and study in his memory. Goldin’s unit 
was attacked during a failed cease-fire initiated by the United Nations. He was killed and his 
remains are held by Hamas. The IDF was able to recover enough of Goldin’s body to declare 
him dead. The family held a funeral and since then has engaged in a campaign to return the 
rest of his remains. The Goldins have traveled to the United States three times in their attempt, 
thus far unsuccessful, to meet with U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and lobby for the 
return of their son’s body. Israel’s U.N. ambassador, Danny Danon, is working with the world 
body’s officials and representatives from various countries to arrange diplomatic meetings 
for the Goldins aimed at ensuring the return of the remains of Goldin and Sgt. Oron Shaul, 
whose remains also are held by Hamas, for burial in Israel. 
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