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Spotlight

we awaited orders as we tried to sleep on 
the concrete floor. At 2 am, a civilian bus 
picked us up and took us to an army base 
close to Petach Tikvah.”

As they waited for further instructions, 
a friend relayed a rumor that they were 
going to Entebbe to rescue the hostages, 
but he dismissed that as impossible. Finally, 
that Friday afternoon, the 28 paratroopers 
gathered under the shade of eucalyptus trees 
and Tamari sent 13 of them home, despite 
their eagerness to participate in whatever 
would come next.

The remaining 15 paratroopers soon 
learned that the rumor was true. At around 
2 pm, several crews were briefed by Col. 
Matan Vilnai, who would lead them. “There 
were maps of Africa behind him, and he 
was smiling. He said, ‘Guys, it looks like 
we are going to bring the hostages back 
from Entebbe.’”

“Sayeret Matkal” stormed the old ter-
minal to rescue the hostages, and the other 
team’s advance role was to clear and secure 
the airport and its runways ahead of the 
arrival of additional units.

“I was still very skeptical that it would 
really happen,” said Reuven. “But we left 
the following morning, July 3.”

Reuven was among the first to jump 
out of the first Hercules C-130 aircraft 
that landed in Entebbe seven minutes 
ahead of three additional transport 
planes. What happened next, the heart 
of his adventure, is a story he reserves 

The Children of Abraham group will 
hold a Remembrance and Peace Vigil at 
the Islamic Organization of the Southern 
Tier on Sunday, September 11, in memory 
of all victims of terrorist acts from New 
York to San Bernardino, Paris, Brussels, 
Orlando, Istanbul, Africa and the Middle 
East. Faith leaders from the three Abra-
hamic religions – Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam – will speak at the event and 

By Reporter staff
Jake Loew, son of Ani and Jeffrey Loew, 

of Binghamton, is having a good year. The 
Shenandoah University student, who will 
be a senior this fall, was not only named 
a 2016 College Baseball All-American 
by Jewish Sports Review, but was also 
selected to the College Sports Information 
Director’s first team Academic All-District 
V for baseball, the Virginia Sports Infor-
mation Directors Academic All-State team 
and the Old Dominion Athletic Conference 
All-Academic Team. The first baseman 
and designated hitter batted .373 with 15 
doubles, seven triples, six home runs and 
55 runs batted in more than 166 at-bats in 
his junior year.

Loew isn’t playing baseball for 
awards, though, but for the love of the 
game. He noted in an e-mail interview 
that being named an all-star “is a great 
feeling and I am very proud of it. I never 
imagined I would get awards for just 
playing a game and doing what I love 
to do.” Loew knew the sport was a great 
fit “when I would have a bad practice or 
game and still want nothing more than 
to go back on the field and keep playing.

“My favorite thing about baseball is the 
excited and nervous feeling I get before 
every at bat,” he added. “The adrenaline 
and focus kicks in and nothing else mat-
ters at that point other than getting a hit 
to help my team win. I chose baseball 
over my other favorite sports because I 

Piaker Lecture to be held on September 8
The 21st Annual Pauline and Philip 

M. Piaker Memorial Lecture will be 
held at the Chabad Center on Thursday, 
September 8, at 7 pm. Sasson Reuven, 
a veteran Israeli Defense Force com-
mando, will present “Failure was Not an 
Option” in commemoration of the 40th 
anniversary of “Operation Thunderbolt,” 
Israel’s mission to free Israeli and Jewish 
hostages held in the Entebbe airport in 
July 1976. Reuven, who participated in 
that mission, will relate his first-hand 
account of the operation.

During that summer in 1976, Reuven 
was nearing the end of his three-year 
service in the elite “Red Beret” unit of the 
Paratroop Brigade. He had participated in 

many counter-terrorism missions.
“I was the luckiest man in my unit be-

cause I was very close to Lt. Col. Nehemiah 
Tamari, and he took me on every mission 
our unit was assigned,” the Beersheba 
native recalled.

On July 1, his unit was in the Golan 
Heights on the Syrian border. At around 
10 pm, he was sought out by Tamari’s 
secretary.

“She said, ‘He wants you to be ready for 
a battle.’ I got ready, and about an hour or 
two later someone picked me up in a jeep 
and we went to a certain bunker in the Golan 
Heights. I was the first to arrive. I had no 
idea what was happening, but I was very 
excited. Several more soldiers arrived and 

Philip and Pauline Piaker

for live audiences.
Reuven lives in Calabasas, CA. He 

owns AMD Development, a construction 
company.

“A number of times, Mr. Phil Piaker 
related to me in conversation how elated 
he was upon hearing of the success of Op-
eration Thunderbolt in July ‘76. He and 
his wife Pauline were such lovers of Israel 
and all things Jewish; I believe this is a 
moving and fitting tribute to their mem-
ories,” said Rabbi Aaron Slonim. “Mr. 
Reuven is in high demand as a speaker, 
especially during this anniversary year, 
and we are so excited that we were able 
to book him so that our community can 
relive one of Israel’s proudest moments.”

Reservations for the lecture can be 
made by visiting http://JewishBU.com/
Piaker or by calling the Chabad office 
at 797-0015. Refreshments and desserts 
will be served.

Winning awards for doing what he loves
enjoy playing it the most.”

Loew knows that there is more to 
the sport than statistics. He noted that 
while playing baseball, “I have learned 
countless life lessons. Most importantly, 
it has taught me to be a good person and 
teammate. You can be the best player on 
the team, but if you are a bad teammate, 
it is all for nothing.”

He also learned “the importance of hard 
work and resilience. It has taught me that 
everything is not always going to go your 
way, and that’s OK. What matters is how 
you respond to that. Being a part of a team 
and having people depend on you requires 
you to be focused and mentally tough. If 
my teammates see me working hard and 
staying focused then they are likely to 
follow. Being a ball player has given me a 
lot of responsibility that I enjoy because it 
holds me accountable.”

His focus is now on the upcoming 
season. “My goal as of now is to have a 
successful senior season and help lead 
SU to the college world series,” he said. 
“After that I would like to attend tryouts 
for an Independent League and see where 
I stand in terms of playing at the next 
level. I also have hopes of owning my 
own business one day.”

Loew is pleased about the connection 
baseball has created with his parents. “My 
favorite part of this past season was seeing 
how happy my success made my parents,” 
he said. “I loved talking to my dad on the 

is a huge part of my motivation leading into 
this next season.”

That pride shows in an e-mail The 
Reporter received from Loew’s mother, 
Ani. She noted that his love of baseball is 
longstanding. “The theme of both Jake’s 
bar mitzvah and high school graduation 
party was baseball,” she said. “For his 
bar mitzvah project, he collected baseball 
equipment to donate to Roberto’s Kids, a 
charity that provided kids in Caribbean 
nations with free baseball gear. To celebrate 
Jake’s 12th birthday, I took him to Jacob’s 
Field, the home field for the Cleveland 
Indians. We watched all three games of 
a homestand versus Texas. The highlight 
for Jake was when a player tossed him a 
ball from the bullpen.”

Loew is involved in baseball even when 
he’s off the field. “He had a great summer 
working for Cal Ripkin Jr. Camps,” Ani 
noted. “He learned so much, got to travel 
across the country and made a lot of con-
tacts with professional baseball players 
and baseball equipment companies. He 
loves the game as well as the tools of 
baseball. He likes to buy and sell baseball 
gloves online. He has become quite the 
baseball businessman!”

Ani said, “If I had to choose one word 
to characterize Jake, it would be ‘com-
mitment.’ When Jake commits himself 
to someone, or something, he gives 110 
percent. He has become one of the hardest 
working people I know.”

Jake Loew

Children of Abraham to 
hold vigil on Sept. 11

pray for peace and solidarity.
The candlelight vigil will be held at 6 

pm at 161 Grand Ave., Johnson City, and 
conclude at sunset. Participants will then 
have the opportunity to join the Muslims 
in their evening prayers at the IOST. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

For more information, contact Ehtisham 
Siddiqui at 759-2699 or Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell at 723-7355.

phone after and hearing the excitement in 
his voice talking about my team winning 
or a big hit that I got.”

However, he is careful to note that while 
they are glad of his success, they don’t 
make him feel obligated to achieve for their 
sake. “They do not put pressure on me to 
succeed,” he said. “They are just happy that 
I am out there getting the chance to play, 
so being able to play well and make them 
proud is the best feeling in the world. That 
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In My Own Words

ROZ ANTOUN, DIRECTOR

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE NOTES

So here I am, having become an apartment dweller and 
extreme minimalist. Everything in its place. Clean, neat 
and orderly, except for those cartons piled in my extra 
bedroom waiting to be unpacked.

On one summery, sunny June morning, with energy to spare, 
I’m pumped and ready to tackle the last task of the moving 
process. Get rid of those boxes; they’re driving me crazy.

To start, I ran my thumbnail under the corner of the 
packing tape on the first box. One swift yank on it and the 
flaps of the box flew open to reveal things I hadn’t seen 
in a year. “There you are,” I heard myself say. “Thought 
I gave you away.” My cutest, sweetest 10-inch café au 
lait-colored plush Boyd Bear looked out at me with his 
black bead eyes and extended snout. I grabbed him out 
and cradled him to my chest. He hadn’t become a victim 
of my frantic decluttering, but a welcome gift of my sub-

Does a nation of immigrants that forcibly moved 15,000 
native inhabitants from their homes by military force to an 
area with few natural resources have a right to exist? Does 
your thinking change if that forced removal also caused an 
estimated 4,000 deaths? If you’re wondering if these are 
trick questions, you’re right. I’m not talking about Israel: 
this is what happened in the United States of America with 
the Indian removal policies of Presidents Andrew Jackson 
and Martin Van Buren in the 1830s.

Why am I writing about Israel’s right to exist again? 
Because in the past few weeks, it’s once again been chal-
lenged. What’s interesting is that in the past, numerous 
nations have done horrific things – from World War II and 
the Holocaust in Germany to the Khmer Rouge and Pol Pot 
regime in Cambodia – but no one suggested those nations 
no longer had the right to exist. Please remember that the 
talk floating around is not about changing governments, but 
about either moving Israelis to another country or allowing 
another country to rule them.

To put this into perspective, think about the United 
States. Almost everyone in our country – except for the 
Native Americans – came from somewhere else. Perhaps 
we should dissolve our government and let the remaining 
Native Americans decide our fate. Perhaps we could also 
move back to Europe or Asia or Africa – whichever continent 
our ancestors came from before they made their home here.

If you think I’m digressing into absurdities, you’re 
correct. However, that’s the way I feel when yet another 

Right to exist
group, country or person says, “I don’t like the policies 
of the Israeli government and the groups that influence it 
and/or the social environment of the country and therefore 
think Israel should not exist.” I’m not a fan of Benjamin 
Netanyahu, nor do I like the fact only one branch of Ju-
daism makes religious social policy from birth to burial. 
However, just because I disagree with the government 
doesn’t mean the state of Israel should cease to exist. 
After all, if Germany was allowed to exist after what it 
did to Europe in World War II, then it’s hard say any other 
country shouldn’t exist. Do only countries whose policies 
we agree with have a right to exist? Does no one recognize 
the difference between regime change and threatening a 
nation’s culture and customs?

What makes this all ridiculous is that people are talking 
as if there isn’t an Israel filled with people who speak 
Hebrew and whose families have lived in the country 
for generations. Where do they figure these Israelis are 
supposed to go? And who is supposed to rule the area? At 
this point, Israel is the only real democracy in the Middle 
East – even if it’s not a perfect one. Can you really name 
anyone who would do better?

Plus,the focus on Israel is hypocritical. Pakistani ter-
rorists have threatened people across the globe and no 
one is calling for the end of that nation, which only came 
into existence about a year before the state of Israel. In 
fact, no one seems particularly interested when terrorism 
occurs within Pakistan’s borders. (A headline from the 

A moving experience, part two
conscious wisdom. Tears ran in rivulets soaking the front of 
my t-shirt, for he soothes the raw nerves of life’s troubled 
times and enlivens joyful memories in me, like nuzzling 
my newborn infants.

I must tell you that I wasn’t prepared for the impact 
unpacking would have on me. The flood of emotions hit 
me like a tidal wave as I lifted wrapped pieces from the 
box. Peeling the newspaper away from each treasure rattled 
my emotional equilibrium, leaving me gleeful one moment 
and sobbing the next. And I found that rubbing my fingers 
over the smooth surface of a silver mustard dish, feeling 
the heftiness of an antique brass school bell and watching 
the sunlight dance about on a cut crystal wine decanter 
unleashed to my mind the stories Mom infused into each 
piece about our family from the time I was a little girl. In 
her later years, Mom gifted dozens of her beautiful things 
to me and took such pleasure seeing them displayed in my 
home. It’s all about love, connections!

I am going to share with you one of the many stories 
about the war years (as Mom referred to World War II) in her 
own words, that I took down on a piece of scrap paper one 
day when she and I sat together after she moved from my 
childhood home to an apartment. The miniature bone china 
reproductions now in my hutch that Dad brought home in 
1945 from his deployment to England with the U.S. Army/
Air Force remind me of the following story Mom had told 
me at least 100 times. She said, “I got a call from a girl 
identifying herself as a Red Cross nurse, who said she met 
Daddy on the ship, the Queen Elizabeth. He begged her to 
call me and tell me he was on his way home, which she 
was not supposed to do. I was so thrilled I started to cry. I 
went out and bought Robert [my brother] a little soldier suit 
and day after day waited for a call from Daddy that he had 
arrived. When he got off the train on Broadway in Brooklyn 
and walked up the block, Robert saluted him. Daddy and 
I looked at each other like two strangers after being apart 
for two years. We had a second honeymoon that night at 
the Pierpont Hotel in downtown Brooklyn. Nine months 

day I write this notes “Suicide strike at Pakistan hospital 
kills 70, injures 100.”) Pakistan was formed as an Islamic 
nation when the British Empire left the area that now is 
Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. Yet, where is the outrage? 
Where is the condemnation?

And the fact the question of genocide has once again been 
raised means that people don’t understand the meaning of 
that term. I don’t like the occupation of the territories and 
feel that Israel can do better to help its Arab citizens, but that 
is not genocide. The Google definition of genocide is “the 
deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those 
of a particular ethnic group or nation.” That means tens of 
thousands or millions systematically killed with deliberate 
intention. If you want to discuss genocide, then please talk 
to someone of Armenian descent. Their ancestors had per-
sonal experience with genocide: in 1915, when the Turkish 
government took deliberate action against Armenian citizens, 
causing the death of an estimated 1.5 million Armenians.

What really bothers me about having to have this 
discussion yet again is that it distracts us from finding 
solutions to real problems. We need to recognize that in 
a democratic system, we may not always be happy with 
the choices citizens make. However, that doesn’t give us 
the right to condemn those countries. Rather, we should 
be working to help make them better. I look forward to 
the day when we no longer have to prove that Jews have 
a right to their own nation – even if it’s different than we 
hoped and dreamed.

later you were born.” As usual, before she finished the last 
sentence we were both dabbing tears from our cheeks.

You know, writing this piece has set me to wondering why 
all these items, now on display in my hutch, are so precious 
to me and why I’ve moved them multiple times. The value 
of these treasures is not from their monetary worth or their 
usefulness. To me, it is that they are permanent in my life, 
representing dear and cherished relationships that tell the 
story of my family, my ancestors, those who came before me. 
Some of them I knew, some of them died before I was born. 
These items help them remain alive in my collective memory.

We’ll all agree that life is uncertain, fragile and often 
chaotic. I know only too clearly about how loss and insta-
bility permeate life. But little mementos can be the treasure 
troves of deep sentiments and family history that fill those 
gaps and comfort us.

Now, let me turn this conversation away from such 
heaviness. Here’s something funny – I found out on my last 
medical appointment that my cholesterol levels and blood 
pressure have come back into normal range. Having my 
family heirlooms with me makes me feel peaceful. After 
the upheaval of multiple moves, it must be that getting all 
my stuff settled in my new home is as good as walking 
two miles every day.

It isn’t that I need these items to remember Mom and 
Dad, but I want their things with me. Sorting out and or-
ganizing a move is a mighty task for anyone. I can tell you 
that I have now seen and know every single thing I own. 
Is that a good thing? Yes, maybe, perhaps, depending on 
who you are. For me, it’s good.

Thank goodness I am past all that unpacking and surely 
not in a mindset to take on another move any time soon. 
For now, I feel good being surrounded with my special 
things, seeing them safe in my home and creating a new 
home in which to create new memories.

To read the first part of this series, see page 2 of the 
July 22 issue of The Reporter. The third part of the series 
will appear in a future issue of The Reporter.

Scranton Jewish 
Film Festival

The Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
will hold a Jewish film festival on Sunday, August 28, 
in the Moskovitz Theater of the DeNaples Center of the 
University of Scranton in Scranton, PA. The festival will 
feature recent films screened at various film festivals in-
ternationally and nationally.

The afternoon double feature will present the Academy 
Award-winning foreign film “Son of Saul” at noon and “In 
Search of Israeli Cuisine” at 2:15 pm. The evening double 
feature will present the film “Remember” at 6:30 pm and 
the British dramedy “Dough” at 8:15 pm.

A film festival pass includes admission to all four 
screenings for $50. The cost for individual tickets is $15. 
Tickets can be purchased by visiting www.jewishfilmfes-
tival.evenbrite.com or calling 570-961-2300, ext. 4.
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that the narratives that shape 
our world are subjective.”

Each performance at the 
Hangar Theatre will be fol-
lowed by professionally facil-
itated discussions intended to 
open a community dialogue. 
Josh Friedman, the Hangar’s 
managing director, hopes 
that the project will have “a 
profound impact” on those 
who attend. “We are looking 
forward to helping further the 
community dialogue around 
this difficult subject. Our 
hope is that all attendees will 
leave with a willingness to 
listen to differing opinions and with a desire to actively 
seek common ground with those who would otherwise be 
considered opponents.”

The Jewish Community wishes to express its 
sympathy to Betsy and Leonard Schwartz 

on the death of their son,
Daniel Schwartz

OF NOTE
The Ritual Committee of Temple Israel has 

announced the appointment of Rabbi Ethan 
Linden to lead Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services from Sunday-Tuesday, October 2-4 and 
Tuesday-Wednesday, October 11-12, respectively. 
Cantor Bill Walton will once again serve as High 
Holiday cantor.

Linden is a graduate of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and served for seven years as the rabbi of 
Shir Chadash, the only Conservative congregation 
in New Orleans. Linden recently has accepted a 
position with Camp Ramah in the Berkshires, and 
will be living in Riverdale.

“We look forward to High Holiday services 
in our fabulous new building under the leadership of 
a dynamic rabbi and wonderful cantor,” said a temple 

Jablon
Emily Jablon of Jablon Studios was a recipient of a 

Broome County Arts Council’s 2016 Heart of the Arts 
and Lifetime Achievement Award. The recipients are 
nominated by the public and voted on by BCAC members. 
According to BCAC, Jablon “was selected for her love of 
the community, which is exemplified by the creation of 
the mosaic public installations that bring beauty through-
out downtown Binghamton. She offers her nationally 
renowned talent as a mosaic artist and support to at-risk 
and under served populations, including individuals with 
disabilities, runaways and the homeless. [Jablon] provides 
guidance and training in mosaics art throughout project 
development. She initiated the ‘Confluence Arts Project’ 
empowering individuals with disabilities to create art in 
their communities, and has generously given of her time to 
curate community art shows, and to offer classes at various 
venues for special needs participants.”

By Linda Salomons
Temple Israel will hold a Kitchen Shower and Brunch 

on Sunday, August 28, from 10 am-noon at Temple Israel, 
4737 Deerfield Place, Vestal. Women are asked to RSVP 
to the Temple Israel Kitchen Shower and Brunch by 
Monday, August 22, so organizers can appropriately plan 
for the event. The event is open to women, and on a first 
come, first serve basis. RSVPs are required by contacting 
Pam Lavker at 327-2474, Myrna Dubofsky at 760-9556 
or Kathy Hurwitz at 729-6833.

Shower organizers said that now is “an exciting time” 
for Temple Israel members, Hillel Academy students and 
their families, and all of the staff as they get settled into 
their new home. “We hope the community will come visit, 
take a tour and embrace our new facility and Jewish home,” 
says Tracey Weiss, Temple Israel member since 1996. 
“We’re thrilled to offer women a first opportunity to help 
us ‘rebuild’ our meat and dairy kitchens at the upcoming 
kitchen shower event.”

There is no fee to attend, but guests are asked to bring 
a wrapped gift item purchased from a registry. For more 
information about the registry, contact Lavker at 327-2474, 
Dubofsky at 760-9556 or Hurwitz at 729-6833. Gifts for 
Temple Israel, purchased at the actual store, are tax exempt. 
There is a wide range of prices and items available.

Two brand new kitchens (meat and dairy) have been 
designed and installed in the newly constructed building 
that houses Temple Israel and Hillel Academy. Some items 
have been salvaged, but others need to be replaced.

Refreshments will be served. To help defray costs of 
the event, raffle items will be available and two items 

Hillel Academy 
news

Hillel Academy has moved to the new Temple Israel 
building, 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal. Its new phone num-
ber is 304-4544. Wendy Stafford, the school’s education 
coordinator, has been promoted to school principal. Julie 
Piaker has retired from her position as school adminis-
trator. Rabbi Aminadav Adamit has also retired and has 
returned to Israel.

The school also announced that this fall it will wel-
come six new families and three younger siblings. Its free 
pre-kindergarten program, Ganeinu, will have at least six 
students. Last school year’s “graduating” kindergarten 
class had 10 students.

For more information about the school, visit www.
hillelacademybroomecounty.org/ or contact the school at 
304-4544.

RSVP to TI’s kitchen shower by Aug. 22
will be auctioned off during the brunch: a handmade quilt 
crafted by the Temple Israel quilters and a scarf handmade 
by Hersh Rozen, a longtime temple member. Other raffle 
items will also be on display. “Come ready to win a raffle 
or snag a great gift,” says Dubofsky, Temple Israel Sis-
terhood member.

Rabbi and cantor appointed by TI 
for holiday services

Cantor Bill WaltonLiba and Rabbi Ethan Linden.

representative. “Most importantly, we look forward to 
seeing you there.”

Play about Israeli-Palestinian society coming to Ithaca

Aaron Davidman in 
“Wrestling Jerusalem”

The Hangar Theatre will bring “Wrestling Jerusalem,” 
an original play written and performed by Aaron David-
man, to Ithaca from Wednesday-Saturday, September 7-10, 
with daily performances at the theater, 801 Taughannock 
Blvd., Ithaca. The play examines the political divisions 
that have affected, and continue to affect, Israeli-Palestin-
ian society and the world-at-large. Post-show discussions 
will follow the performance. For show times, visit www.
HangarTheatre.org.

“Wrestling Jerusalem” follows one man’s journey as he 
attempts to better understand the decades-long Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, and grapple with the numerous viewpoints 
and beliefs associated with it.

Throughout the performance, Davidman will assume 

more than a dozen different roles, including Israelis, 
Palestinians, Americans, leftist rabbis and conservative 
settlers. Each character is said to have “a wide range of 
experiences” with personal and political viewpoints to 
share. According to organizers of the program, Davidman’s 
performance “grapples with the complexities of identity, 
history and social justice, portraying the simultaneity of 
truths surrounding conflicts in the Middle East.”

The show will offer “a journey of discovery,” offering 
various points of view, as Davidman “unfolds the complex 
subjectivities that embody each distinct character.” On his 
personal blog centered around “Wrestling Jerusalem,” 
Davidman wrote, “In some ways, I’m changed after every 
performance. These characters teach me, again and again, 

See “Play” on page 7

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY  Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

AFTON GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $28.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $34.00

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

Among the many reviews I’ve written, several feature 
graphic memoirs by women artists/cartoonists. While 
most of them were enjoyable, I never saw them as part of 
a larger cultural movement exploring Jewish American 
identity – at least, not until I read Tahneer Oksman’s “How 
Come Boys Get to Keep Their Noses: Women and Jewish 
American Identity in Contemporary Graphic Memoirs” 
(Columbia University Press). In her scholarly look at seven 
contemporary women cartoonists, Oksman shows how 
they use their art to portray the conflicts they feel about 
being an American Jew – a process Oksman describes as 
dis-affiliation: “For these artists, actively identifying with 
generally secular Jewish women in postassimilated America 
begins by rejecting particular aspects and expressions of 
Jewish identity. It is a visual mapping practice based in 
rebellions and disorientations but nevertheless resulting in 
partial affiliations and identifications.” In simpler terms, 
Oksman shows how the cartoonists struggle with various 

Noses, identities and Judaism
aspects of their Jewish identities in an ever-changing world.

Chapters feature insights into the work of Aline Komin-
sky Crumb, considered a founding artist of the form since 
she’s been publishing since the 1970s, and a younger 
generation of cartoonists, including Vanessa Davis, Miss 
Lasko-Gross, Lauren Weinstein, Sarah Glidden, Miriam 
Libicki and Liana Finck. The majority of their publications 
are graphic memoirs or journals, which offer looks at the 
artists’ personal lives. A great deal of Oksman’s discussion 
focuses on the way the artist represents her Jewish body. 
For example, Kominsky Crumb exaggerates her features, 
creating an image that makes her look homely and more 
stereotypically Jewish than she does in real life. All these 
cartoonists try to present the reality of their inner lives, 
rather than how others may see them. These portrayals 
show how Jewish faces (especially the nose) and Jewish 
bodies don’t fit the secular culture’s idea of perfection. 
The title of the study notes how, at one time, middle- and 
upper-class Jewish girls were expected to have a nose job 
in order to conform to societal ideals. However, men were 
not expected to have surgery to change their facial features.

Oksman also shows how the artists play with the idea 
of time in their work. Random selections of drawings – for 
example, in the work of Davis – allows the cartoonist to 
portray her life in something other than a linear timetable 
format. Rather than offering a finished version of herself, 
Davis shows how her life developed. The juxtaposition of 
clashing images – for example, of the cartoonist’s sex life 
and work life – without commentary forces the viewer to 
come to their own conclusions about the difference between 
the artist’s public and personal identities.

A more radical example of playing with time can be 
seen in Weinstein’s two-page map called “The Best We 
Can Hope For.” The map tells a story in one drawing with 

multiple portrayals of characters as they move through 
the space. At least three or four different stories are being 
told, but, rather than using a linear progression from one 
frame to another, the viewer is forced to follow the action 
through different parts of the same map to determine 
what’s happening.

Other artists focus more specifically on their Jewish 
identities. For example, Glidden writes about a trip to Is-
rael she took with Birthright Israel in “How to Understand 
Israel in 60 Days Or Less.” Expecting to be brainwashed 
by Zionist propaganda, Glidden is surprised to learn that 
the stereotypes she holds of Israel and the other members 
of the trip are not accurate. That makes the experience far 
more upsetting and thought-provoking than she expected. 
In “Jobnick,” Libicki writes about how she doesn’t feel at 
home in either the U.S. or in Israel. Her attempts to fit into 
a religious life and then the Israeli army reflect her chang-
ing identity in a world that doesn’t accept contradictions.

“How Come Boys Get to Keep Their Noses” is not 
light, easy reading. Oksman challenges readers to trans-
form their understanding of the comic format – to see the 
serious exploration that underlies the cartoonists’ work. I 
certainly will never look at a graphic novel or memoir in 
quite the same way again.

Reviews of four of the books discussed in “How Come 
Boys Get to Keep Their Noses?” have appeared in The 
Reporter. A look at Sarah Glidden’s “How To Understand 
Israel in 60 Days Or Less” and “Make Me a Woman” by 
Vanessa Davis can be found at www.thereportergroup.org/
Article.aspx?aID=1706. A review of “Jobnick” by Miriam 
Libicki is posted at www.thereportergroup.org/article.
aspx?aID=824. The review of Liana Finck’s “A Bintel 
Brief: Love and Longing in Old New York” can be found 
at www.thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx?aID=3536.

Hats for Israeli soldiers
Knitters looking for a project can knit hats 

for Israeli soldiers. Instructions on how to knit 
the hats and more information can be found 

on the blog http://hatsforisraelisoldiers.blogspot.com/. 
There are also knitting instructions for those who have 
never knitted before, The project began in Israel and has 
since spread to other countries. For more information, 
visit the blog.

To place your ad,
contact Bonnie Rozen
at 724-2360, ext. 244

or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org.

www.thereportergroup.org
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Binghamton Property Holdings, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/06/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 317 Torrance Ave., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of CC Parkway 
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 450 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: SwiftATN, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was July 20, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER  NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is AGC
 Landscaping Companies LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 26,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of

1. The name of the Company is
 Levendis 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with the
 New York Secretary of State on
 March 15, 2016. 

3. The Company’s office within
 New York State is located in
 Broome County.

4. The New York Secretary of
 State of the State of New York
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secrretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 such process served upon
 him or her to c/o Robert W.
 Carey, Esq., 122 State Street -
 Suite 220, Binghamton, New
 York 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in new York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some
 other business entity or natural
 person to be formed or used for
 such business.
______________________

Notice of Formation

Binghamton Holdings LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed w/ SSNY 7/14/16. Off. in 
Broome Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of 
LLC whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, PO Box 1445, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of SHH 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/11/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 319 Scarborough Dr., 
Endwell, NY 13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Fahs Future 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/12/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Greater 

 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of formation of BLOOM 
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/04/16. Office in Broome County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC, Attn: 
Chenango Place, 7 Court Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of Hookah 
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Garry Gilmore, 45 
Twin Pines Drive, Apt. 20F, Brooklyn 
NY 11239. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is DDM
 SUPPLY LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is August
 10, 2016. 

3. The County within the State of
 New York in which the principal
 office of the LLC is located is
 Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The
 post office address to which
 the Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 2518 State Route 12,
 Chenango Forks, New York
 13746.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Qualification of ETK 
REALTY, LLC.  Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/02/16. Office location: 
BROOME County.  LLC formed in 
PENNSYLVANIA (PA) on 03/15/12.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 415 WYOMING AVE., 
SCRANTON, PA  18503, also the 
address of the principal office.  Arts 
of Org. filed with the Secy. of the 
Commonwealth, 302 North Office 
Bldg., Harrisburg, PA  17120.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Mirabito-Gresham Insurance & Bonds 
Agency, LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 6/8/16. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY 
designated LLC agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to: LLC, Attn: John G. Dowd, PO 
Box 1905, Binghamton, NY 13902. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Date 
of dissolution: None. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
DIRECT CONNECTION BUY - SELL, 
LLC, Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/03/2016. Office 
location: Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: C/) DIRECT 
CONNECTION BUY - SELL, LLC, 60 
Grand Avenue, Johnson City, 13790. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
______________________

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company (LLC). Name: STRENGTH 
IN SISTERHOOD LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
08/10/2016. NY office location: 143 
MURRAY STREET, BINGHAMTON, 
NY 13905 Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served 
upon him/her is 143 MURRAY 
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13905 
Purpose of LLC: Any lawful purpose.

 
 

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of Formation of PQRS 
Holding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/16/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 1070 Conklin Rd., 
Conklin, NY  13748.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Core of Dewitt, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is: EFSTATHIOS 
DEMETRE GOVAS, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of the 
Company with the Secretary of State 
was June 29, 2016. The County in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located 
is Broome County. The Secretary 
of State has been designated as 
agent of the Company upon whom 
process against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the 
Company to 307 Front Street, 
Binghamton, New York 13905. The 
purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Coupon 
Systems, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY  
13851-0678.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Levendis 123 LLC (the 
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

To place a legal notice,
contact Bonnie at

724-2360, ext. 244 or
bonnie@thereportergroup.org
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Did you 
know?
(NAPSA) – Private College 

529 Plan, the only tax-exempt, 
pre-paid plan for private 
school tuition, is run by 
hundreds of private colleges 
and universities to let families 
secure today’s tuition rate 
for tomorrow’s education. 
Learn more at www.private-
college529.com and www.
TomorrowsTuitionToday.org.

A day on the greens to 
support the JCC

The 21st annual JCC Golf Tournament was held on July 27 at Vestal Hills Country 
Club. More than 70 golfers teed off to support the JCC fund-raiser, which will benefit 
the JCC’s day care, day camp and youth recreation scholarships. L-r: Mark Rappaport, 
Dave Constantine, Marty Klein and Brady Begeal made up one of the golf teams that 
came out to support the JCC.

At left, l-r: Susan Hubal, 
Susan Walker, Bud Koffman 
and JCC Executive Director 
Sheryl Brumer at the JCC 
Golf Tournament.

A t  r i gh t ,  l - r :  Jane 
Zuckerman, Susan Savitch 
and Pepi Levine attended 
the JCC Golf Tournament.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Chabad sets up donation page for Baton Rouge flood victims

The Chabad Center in Baton Rouge, LA, has started a donation fund to help victims of the 
massive flooding that has hit the region over the past few days. Rescue efforts continue after 
parts of the area were officially declared federal disaster areas, more than 10,000 people have 
been displaced into shelters, and four people were killed. More than 20,000 people have been 
rescued across the state, USA Today reported. “Baton Rouge, Louisiana and the surrounding 
areas have been hit by historic floods over the last few days. ...It is our job to reach out and 
help in any way we can,” stated Chabad on a crowd funding page it set up via gofundme.com.
Second Temple-era shul unearthed in northern Israel

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The remains of an unusual structure that served as 
a synagogue during the Second Temple era have been unearthed at an archaeological exca-
vation under way at Tel Rechesh in the heart of the Nahal Tavor Nature Reserve in the lower 
Galilee. The synagogue is one of only eight synagogues discovered in Israel that date back to 
the Second Temple era, said Dr. Motti Aviam, a senior researcher at the Kinneret Institute for 
Galilean Archaeology at the Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee. “This is the first synagogue 
discovered in the rural part of the Galilee and it confirms historical information we have about 
the New Testament, which says that Jesus preached at synagogues in Galilean villages.” 

KIDS CONNECTION
After School & Long Day Child Care Programs beginning Aug. 15

500 Clubhouse Road,Vestal, NY
(607) 724-2417

• Arts & Crafts
• Science
• Yoga

• Swimming
• Indoor & Outdoor Play
• Games & Group Activities

• Hiking
• Cooking
• Homework

For information, please contact
Lynette Errante at 724-2417, ext. 421

or Lynettee@binghamtonjcc.org

www.binghamtonjcc.org

The JCC Early Childhood program is specially designed
to meet the social, recreational, and educational needs

of our children in a stimulating and nuturing atmosphere. 
Registration is open to the entire community.

A limited number of openings
are available in the following programs:

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

Early Childhood Center

FALL OPENINGS
FULL DAY   ◆   PRESCHOOL   ◆   SCHOOL AGE

School Age Childcare
Grades K-6 • 3-6pm

Full-Day Programs for child ren ages 3 & 4
Limited openings
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
607-724-2417
www.binghamtonjcc.org 
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Congregational Notes

JIM BRULÉ, MAGGID, SYRACUSE

Weekly Parasha
Vaetchanan, Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11

Friday, August 19, light candles ......................... 7:39 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 20 ..................... 8:38 pm
Friday, August 26, light candles ......................... 7:28 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 27 ..................... 8:27 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-265-
3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, 
cultural, educational and social activities in the Southern 
Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, 
including Waverly, NY; Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and 
surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs of 
the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates or 
more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, August 19, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat services.
On Saturday, August 20, at 10 am, there will be a study class.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi 
Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings 
people together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, 
history, culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic 
framework. KH is part of an international movement for 
Secular Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism, a national association 
with over 30 member communities and congregations 
around the country. Established in the spring of 1999, it 
offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School 
for children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes 
will meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, August 27, the aufruf of Alon Geva 
and Arielle Angell will be celebrated, with a kiddush 
following services.

On Sunday, August 28, from 4-8 pm, the Annual 
Temple Beth-El Picnic will be held at Upper Buttermilk 
State Park. Picnic activities may include volleyball, 
frisbee, croquet and other games for older children 
and adults; and balloons, face painting and games for 
young children. Those planning to attend are asked to 
bring a dairy dish to pass. RSVP to Linda Canina at 
lc29@cornell.edu with the subject  TBE picnic” and 
note in your response the number and ages of children 
who will be attending.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, August 19 ................................................. 7:15 pm
Shabbat, August 20 .................................................. 9 am
 ....................................................Mincha/Maariv 7:25 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., August 21 ................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., August 22-26 ............................................ 7 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., August 21-25 .................................. 7:35 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, August 19, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rabbi Rachel Esserman and 
Earl Gordon.

On Saturday, August 20, at 9:15 am, there will be 
Torah study of Job.

On Tuesday, August 23, at 7 pm, there will be an 
adult b’nai mitzvah class led by Rabbi Barbara Gold-
man-Wartell.

On Friday, August 26, at 6:30 pm, there will be Shabbat 
in the Garden, with a picnic dinner in the garden before 
services. Beverages will be available to go with the picnic 
meals. At 7:30 pm, there will be Shabbat in the Garden 
services led by Kolot and Rabbi Barbara Goldman-War-
tell. An oneg Shabbat will follow the service.

On Saturday, August 27, at 9:15 am, there will be 
Torah study of Job.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, August 20, at 9:30 am, there will be Shabbat 
services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art Siegel 
and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Hersh Rozen. The 
Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11. The haftarah 
will be Isaiah 40:1-26.

On Sunday, August 28, from 10 am-noon, there will be a 
Sisterhood kitchen shower at the temple. Temple Israel is regis-
tered at a local business; for more information, call the temple 
office at titammy@stny.twcbc.com or 723-7461. Those who 
plan to attend have been asked to RSVP to the temple office.

Save the date of Sunday, September 25, at 4 pm, for the 
temple’s “Welcome Home” celebration. More information 
will be announced in the future.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish during a 
weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at schwerz@
stny.rr.com or call the temple office.

The portion Vaetchanan – “and I pleaded” – contains 
some of the most soaring verses of Devarim. In it, we recall 
the awe and wonder of the Eternal One’s appearance to us 
at Sinai, we are given the Shema and, of course, we have 
the Decalogue. There are subtle differences between the 
presentation of the Decalogue here and in its first account 
in Exodus, but one of the most striking has to do with the 
commandment regarding the Sabbath.

In Exodus 20:8-12, we were told to “remember” the 
Sabbath, and given a particular rationale for the Sabbath’s 
existence: It was on the seventh day that the Eternal One 
rested from the work of creation and therefore, we should 
rest on the seventh day as well.

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 tells us to “keep” the Sabbath 
and gives a very different rationale: to recall that we were 

The true beauty of Shabbat
slaves in Egypt, brought out from there by the Eternal One 
“with a strong hand and an outstretched arm.”

Truthfully, such differences do not present a problem of 
understanding of what the Sabbath means for us as Jews, 
for these differences only serve to illuminate the rich di-
mensions to which our relationship with the Eternal One 
extends. We have obligations to and blessings from the 
One who created the universe and who liberated us from 
Egypt. Mentioning both aspects makes the simple, elegant 
point that there is in fact only one God to be worshiped, 
only one God for all the peoples of the world.

In the Exodus telling, we are commanded to observe the 
Sabbath because the Eternal One did: In other words, it is 
because we are trying to be holy. If we are betzeir Elohim, 
made in the Divine image, then we should strive to be like 

the Divine and observe a day of rest, a day of holiness, a 
day apart from the mundane.

This week we are commanded to observe the Sabbath 
in remembrance of our liberation at the Eternal One’s hand 
from Egypt: because of action, not because of rest. In fact, 
we are told not to “remember” the Sabbath – a purely quiet, 
reflective state of being – but to “keep” the Sabbath: an 
active posture, one that engages us in doing. This ratio-
nale encourages us to emulate the Divine in action, not in 
reflection, to do things, not to remember them.

A more careful examination of the two tellings of the mitz-
vah of Shabbat reveals an interesting and important difference. 
Deuteronomy 5:14 contains an additional phrase not found 
in Exodus: “You shall do no task... so that your male slave 
See “Shabbat” on page 8
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

Fun in the sun at Camp JCC

The JCC Friendship Club met on August 
10 and listened to Rabbi Zalman Chein talk 
about Tisha B’Av. He told us that it is a sad 
holiday and observant Jewish people fast on 
that day. This year, the holiday started on 
August 13. You cannot fast on the Sabbath so 
it was observed on August 14. Traditionally 
the lights are off or dimmed and the Book 
of Lamentations is read. Other customs of 
mourning are observed for three weeks, 
usually in July, with no weddings or cele-
brations during that time. It reminds us of 
the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Zalman Chein said that the first 
time the Temple was destroyed was be-
cause the people committed three cardinal 
sins: idolatry, killing others and adultery. 
That period lasted 800 years. The second 
Temple was destroyed by the Romans, who 
laid siege to the land. He told the story of 
General Titus from Rome and what he did 

to the country. He stated the third Temple 
will be built when the mashiach comes. 
For now, we are in exile in the Diaspora.

He went on to discuss the 15th day of Av. 
It is the time of the full moon. He said that 
in Israel it is the Jewish Valentine’s Day. He 
told a parable comparing the Jewish people 
to a young boy who was given a fine suit. 
When he acted like a young boy who played, 
he wore out the fabric. He was given a new 
suit and he did the same thing. The third suit 
was stored in a closet for him till he grew up 
and could take care of his clothes.

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia 
Diamond. After the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Ann Brillant said the blessing over the 
cookies supplied by Morty Hofstein. Come 
join us on Wednesday at the JCC at 1:30 
pm for camaraderie and a nosh.

Sylvia Diamond
President

The counselors held a pie eating contest.

TLC’s Marena Kline and Josh Mollo took 
part in a flour power fight.

Harrison Cappallet enjoyed the waterslide 
on the last day of camp.

Junior counselors Dylan Smith and Raeli 
Foster on the last day of camp.

At right: TLC Willem 
Rathgeber played 
the saxophone at the 
talent show.

At right: James Cruise and Dominic 
Balcolm performed their ventriloquist act 
at the talent show.

“Wrestling Jerusalem” premiered at the 
Intersection for the Arts in San Francisco in 
March 2014. The Washington Post called it 
“breathtaking... Sweeping yet personal... a 
panoramic overview of one of the world’s 
most chronic conflicts.” In a review from the 
San Francisco Chronicle, Robert Hurwitt 
wrote, “There’s a sinuous, yearning beauty 
in Aaron Davidman’s segue from a Hebrew 
song to a Muslim prayer. Deep sadness and 
wistful hope emanate from his portraits of 
Israelis and Palestinians.”

Tickets for “Wrestling Jerusalem” start 
at $22 and can be purchased online at www.
HangarTheatre.org, by phone at 273-2787 or 
in person at the Hangar Theatre business office, 
located in center Ithaca on the Commons.

The Hangar Theatre seeks to make theater 
accessible to the entire community through its 
“Pay What You Can” program. Patrons may 
pay what they can afford to see a show at the 

Wednesday night performance of “Wrestling 
Jerusalem.” A limited number of tickets are 
available on a first-come first-serve basis. The 
program is supported by an action grant from 
the New York Council for the Humanities.

The Hangar Theatre aims to provide 
“exceptional theater experiences of high-pro-
fessional quality to enrich, enlighten, educate 
and entertain the diverse audience in the Finger 
Lakes region and beyond,” according to a rep-
resentative. “Strong educational and training 
programs are central parts of our commitment 
to the local and national artistic communities.”

Support for “Wrestling Jerusalem” was 
provided by the Hess Legacy Fund of the 
Community Foundation and the Commu-
nity Foundation’s Tompkins Today and 
Tomorrow Fund.

The theatre is located two miles north of 
downtown Ithaca on Route 89 at the Treman 
Marina entrance to Cass Park.

Play Continued from page 3

items for pets and owners; a “doggie bakery”; 
and more. Entertainment will be provided by 
“DJ Pawz” and a local boy band.

Pre-event “Dogapalooza 2016” t-shirts are 
on sale now. The shirts sport a “Rescue” theme 
this year. Adult sizes cost $15 and youth sizes 
cost $12. Orders can be placed by contacting 
the JCC at 724-2417 or e-mailing Gates at 
MaryG@Binghamtonjcc.org. T-shirts will 
also be available for purchase at the event.

Portions of the proceeds from the day’s 
activities will benefit the Broome County 
Humane Society, Every Dogs Dream 
Adoption, Hubbards Hounds Dog Rescue, 

Dogapalooza on Aug. 28 sponsored by the JCC
Southern Tier Animal Rescue and Pibbles 
and More Animal Rescue. Donations to 
these organizations will be accepted at 
the event.

For more information or to sponsor or 
participate, contact Gates at the JCC at 
724-2417 or visit www.binghamtonjcc.org.

The JCC is a not-for-profit agency and 
beneficiary agency of the United Way and 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Bing-
hamton that serves the community-at-large 
regardless of age, race, religion and sexual 
orientation. Scholarship assistance is of-
fered to all who qualify as long as funds 

“An Alfred Hitchcock Retrospective” 
will be held on Thursday, September 1, at 
2 pm, at the Jewish Community Center, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. Due to a donation by 
Fans of Richard Knox, the lecture will be 
free and open to the public, but seating will 
be limited. Registration has been requested 
by noon on Monday, August 29, by calling 
the JCC at 724-2417.

During a career spanning half a century, 
Alfred Hitchcock, known as the “Master 
of Suspense,” directed numerous films that 
have become considered “an indelible part 
of cinema,” first in his native Britain and 
later in Hollywood. Using short clips from 
his films as well as excerpts from the many 
interviews Hitchcock gave throughout his 
career, Richard Knox will examine scenes 
from films such as “Rear Window,” “Ver-
tigo,” “Notorious” and “Spellbound”; how 
Hitchcock used various camera and editing 
techniques to manipulate the audience’s emo-
tions and character identification; and how 
Hitchcock’s association with graphic artist 
Saul Bass and composer Bernard Herrmann 
enabled him to further enhance his films.

Knox’s presentation will be interactive, 
engaging the audience via questions and an-

Supporting and bringing awareness to the 
rescue and adoption of dogs will be the focus 
for Dogapalooza, an annual event being 
held this year on Sunday, August 28, from 
noon-4 pm, on the outdoor grounds at the 
Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse 
Rd., Vestal. The event will be free and open 
to the entire community, including their pets.

“Wellness, adoption, awareness and 
love is the message we want to bring to the 
community,” said Mary Gates, the fitness 
supervisor at the JCC and the coordinator of 
the event. Gates adopted Stella, a Maltipoo 
who was rescued after breeding puppies at 
a puppy mill, and Genevieve, a 6-year-old 
dachshund. Since then, Gates has become 

an advocate of animal rescue efforts. Jan 
DeAngelo, Gates’ colleague and JCC’s lead 
trainer and wellness coordinator, will be at 
the event with his dog, Sebastian, as well.

“All dogs participating at the event must 
be considered friendly with people and 
other dogs, and up-to-date on vaccinations,” 
notes Gates.

At the center of the day’s events will be 
local rescue organizations and shelters, with 
adoptable dogs and other pets. There will be 
a “Who Let the Dogs Out!” kids area with 
games, face painting, a stuffed dog “adoption 
center,” food for purchase and more. The 
event will also feature dog and owner con-
tests; pet photography; vendors with unique Hitchcock retrospective 

at JCC on Sept. 1
swers, comments and personal experiences.

Following retirement after 38 years as a 
school teacher and administrator, Knox began 
to develop a series of multimedia presentations 
inspired by his fascination with the performing 
arts. His program subjects include Broadway 
musicals, film, opera, 20th century song writers 
and vocalists, and radio and television pro-
grams of the “Golden Age.”

In a 2015 interview, Newsday reported, 
“Knox is a favorite speaker at Long Island 
University’s Hutton House lectures, said di-
rector Kay Sato. ‘You can tell that he enjoys 
the challenge of teaching our population of 
savvy adults with whom his discussions 
make each presentation even more rich.’”

In that interview, Knox spoke of the 
development of this passion: “As I got 
older and my taste in films grew a bit more 
sophisticated,” he said, “I began to study 
the behind-the-scenes elements that made 
some films stand above the rest, whether it 
was a creative director, outstanding musical 
score or innovative cinematography.”

Knox has lectured at dozens of libraries, 
colleges, community centers and other pub-
lic and private venues, throughout Brooklyn 
and Long Island.
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and your slave girl may rest like you.” Why is this important?
As Jews, we have a unique perspective on the role of 

religion in the world-at-large, at least as compared with 
other Western religions. We believe that we have a particular 
covenant with the Eternal One, but that other peoples have 
other covenants (such as the Noahide Laws). We believe 
that our way of living is best for us and that it is our path to 
peace – God’s greatest gift – but we are not to impose our 
path on others. Nonetheless, we believe that our way is a 
good way of living and one that benefits the entire world.

And so we offer the ethical benefits of Judaism to others 
and view that offering as our obligation. For example, while 
we may not insist that others become Jewish, we must give 
our employees the opportunity to also have a day of rest. We 
must treat the stranger with respect, even though they are 
not Jewish, because we were once strangers in the land of 
Egypt, as this recalling of the mitzvah of Shabbat reminds us.

It is the fine line we must walk: We must live our lives 
adhering to the ethical standards that we have been given as 
Jews and offer the fruits of our relationship with the Eternal 
One to the world, without demanding that they adhere to 
our way of life. Must we treat everyone exactly the same? 
No, of course not. However, we must treat them with the 
dignity and respect that comes from being betzeir Elohim. 
For only then will we be doing as the Torah commands us: 
to “be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.”

This then, is the true beauty of Shabbat: It is the way in 
which we blend action and reflection, the sacred and the 
mundane, our relationship with the Eternal One and our 
relationship with others, in a manner that does not only 
benefit us, but creates healing for the entire world. What 
a glorious gift we have been given! May we all find the 
strength – and joy – to help bring the peace of Shabbat to 
this shattered, wounded world.

Shabbat Continued from page 6

From JTA
Israeli officers who took Palestinian 
girl’s bicycle won’t face prosecution

The Israeli Border Police officers filmed taking away a 
Palestinian girl’s bicycle will not face criminal prosecution. 
The conduct of the officers, who were filmed in July by the 
human rights group B’tselem tossing the bike in bushes, 
was “inappropriate and unprofessional,” the Justice Min-
istry’s Police Investigations Department said on Aug. 15, 
according to the Times of Israel. However, the department 
found that the actions did not justify criminal prosecution. 
The department said the case will be moved to the Israel 
Police’s disciplinary board for further review, the Times of 
Israel reported. The video, shot on July 25 and posted to 
YouTube in early August, has been viewed online more than 
240,000 times. It shows an officer approaching 8-year-old 
Anwar Burqan on a street in Hebron before the girl jumps 
off her bike and runs away in tears. A second officer is then 
seen dumping the bike in some nearby bushes. Attorneys 
for the officers said the officers told investigators they had 
taken the bike from the girl to protect her. One of the officers 
was suspended from duty after the video became public. 
Israel offers security help as Argentina 
absorbs 3K Syrian refugees

Israel has offered to help with security issues in the ab-
sorption of 3,000 Syrian refugees in Argentina. Five Israeli 
lawmakers on a mission to Argentina signed an agreement on 
Aug. 12 with Argentine Vice President Gabriel Michetti and 
Foreign Minister Susana Malcorra that stresses cooperation 
in the fight against terrorism along with the need to address 
the security needs of the country and its Jewish community. 
“We understand the Argentinian desire to help with the global 

humanitarian crisis, but it is very important that terrorists 
don’t use this as a way to enter Argentina,” one of the Israeli 
lawmakers, Haim Jelim, an Argentina native, told journal-
ists. Michetti tweeted on Aug. 12 to his 765,000 followers a 
photo of himself with the Israeli lawmakers announcing that 
they will “strengthen commercial ties” with Israel. Israel’s 
recently appointed ambassador to Argentina, Ilan Sztulman, 
in his first meeting with Argentine journalists said Israel 
“helps people who escape from the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria, we treat them in our hospitals, we share the attitude 
of helping them. But it is important that Argentina do this 
very carefully, especially because Iranians and Hezbollah 
are already in Argentina and in the region.” The agreement 
signed between the two nations will be a framework for 
new legislation to increase exchange in commerce, science 
and security cooperation. “We will cooperate in agriculture, 
commerce, water and sustainability, but the most important 
issue now in this context is security and the fight against 
terrorism, and we are united now to work together on this 
field,” Jelim told JTA. Less than a month ago, Argentine 
Jewish leaders had expressed concerns over security with 
the upcoming arrival of the Syrians.
Reform and Conservative men’s clubs 
agree on “historic” cooperation

The men’s clubs of the Reform and Conservative move-
ments agreed on a “historic” collaboration. The agreement 
between the Men of Reform Judaism and the Federation of 
Jewish Men’s Clubs, announced in July on the blog of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, emphasizes that the agreement is 
not a merger. The groups have agreed to collaborate in various 
ways, including sharing data and training materials, attending 
each other’s meetings and missions, leadership development 
and promoting successful programming to the two member-

ships. In the memorandum of understanding, the groups said 
the collaboration was “in the spirit of klal Yisrael,” the entire 
Jewish community, and was intended “to more effectively 
involve men in Jewish life. ...This is not a merger; each 
organization will continue to maintain its own identity,” the 
agreement said. “It is our joint belief that this inter-Movement 
cooperation between men’s groups will enhance our under-
standing of, and enable us to involve, Jewish families.” The 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs is the umbrella group for 
more than 250 affiliated Conservative organizations across 
North America. Men of Reform Judaism, founded in 1923, 
is its Reform counterpart and approved the memorandum at 
its June convention in New Orleans. “Despite our cultural 
differences, which each group has pledged to respect, there 
is much that unites us and, in fact, MRJ has been working 
together with FJMC on a limited basis for a few years,” 
Steven Portnoy, the president of the Reform group, wrote 
on the movement’s blog, calling the collaboration “historic.”
ADL expresses solidarity with NYC 
Muslims following imam’s murder

The Anti-Defamation League expressed its solidarity 
with New York’s Muslim community in the wake of the 
murder of an imam and his assistant leaving their mosque. 
Imam Maulama Akonjee and his assistant Thara Uddin were 
wearing traditional Muslim garb when they left their mosque 
in Queens on the afternoon of Aug. 13 and were shot from 
behind at close range. The mosque serves the Bangladeshi 
community. “We are shocked and horrified by this unthink-
able tragedy and extend our sorrow and solidarity to the 
families of the victims and the broader Muslim community 
across New York City,” said Evan Bernstein, New York 
regional director. “While the motivation for this crime is 
still being investigated, nothing can justify the killing of an 
innocent man walking from his place of worship.” Bernstein 
called on the New York Police Department to investigate the 
murder as a possible bias crime. An NYPD deputy inspector, 
Henry Sautner, told the Associated Press: “There’s nothing 
in the preliminary investigation to indicate that they were 
targeted because of their faith.” The New York Daily News 
reported that the department’s Hate Crimes Task Force would 
investigate, though it was too early to determine the cause. 
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