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Spotlight

Dr. Arieh Ullmann will step down after 
seven years as president of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Binghamton on 
Super Sunday, September 18. In an e-mail 
interview with Reporter Executive Editor 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman, Ullmann reflected 
on his term of office and offered his hopes 
for the future of the local Jewish community:

Rabbi Rachel Esserman: What do you 
see as the major changes in the local Jewish 
community in the seven years you’ve been 
president?

Dr. Arieh Ullmann: Over my tenure as 
president, the Binghamton Jewish commu-
nity has become more brittle. By this I mean 
that problems or worse – a crisis encoun-
tered by one of our local organizations – is 
more threatening to the rest of our network 
of Jewish organizations today than a few 
years ago. The reason is demographic. Our 
Jewish community is aging and shrinking 
– just like the regional community at large 
because of economic forces. Of course, 

Film Fest Committee meets

The fourth International Jewish Film Festival of Greater Binghamton will be held in May 
2017. On August 2, the committee met to start planning for the event. L-r: Susan Hubal, 
Ellen Shaw, Federation Executive Director Sima Auerbach, Roz Antoun, Rita Shawn 
and Ben Kasper. The fest is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton.

Arieh Ullmann reflects on the past, looks to the 
community’s future

this started well before I began 
my second tenure as Federation 
president in 2009. This means 
that, collectively, we rely on 
fewer and older people and on 
shrinking financial resources.

Esserman: What you do see 
as the problems the community 
faces?

Ullmann: Realistically, we 
have to assume that we won’t 
wake up tomorrow and see the 
economy of the Southern Tier 
turning around so much that it would tempt 
large numbers of young Jewish families to 
settle in the region. The challenge remains 
how to maintain our multi-faceted Jewish 
infrastructure as our human and financial 
capital continues to shrink – the congrega-
tions, the Jewish membership of the JCC, 
Hillel Academy, The Reporter circulation, 
etc. In the future, we are likely to see increas-
ing financial needs. Our infrastructure is 

getting old, requiring repairs and 
upgrades, while the base from 
which to generate the required 
resources is declining. It’s like 
a scissor opening. Sadly, not all 
those who are able to help and 
can contribute do.

Esserman: What do you see 
as the community’s greatest 
strengths?

Ullmann: I see three major 
strengths. First and foremost, 
I think the Jewish community 

has become more unified over the years. I 
remember the acrimonious divisiveness at 
Federation board meetings when I joined 
many years ago when allocations were 
decided. “Why should Institution X receive 
an allocation? I don’t use it or need it!” was 
heard at the meetings. Today, the fact is that 
our organizational diversity is a strength 
and that it is in our best collective interest 
to support each other is unquestioned. The 

second strength is our resilience. Just look 
at Temple Israel. They labored for over 
two years without a building and more 
recently without rabbinical leadership, yet 
they succeeded in rebuilding their physical 
infrastructure. Now I’m rooting for them 
that the energy unleashed by reaching this 
milestone will bring to them and to the 
entire community new energy in the form 
of exciting services and attractive programs. 
The third strength is that we are blessed with 
several very, very committed individuals 
and families who donate generously their 
time, talents and funds.

Esserman: What do you see as the future 
of the local Jewish community?

Ullmann: I think we have to struggle on 
as best we can and stay optimistic. I also 
expect that we will try to cooperate more 
with Jewish student organizations on the 
Binghamton University campus to leverage 
our resources.

Dr. Arieh Ullmann

See “Future” on page 5

By Linda Salomons
Temple Israel’s Sisterhood will host a 

“Kitchen Shower” and Brunch on Sunday, 
August 28, from 10 am-noon, at Temple 
Israel, 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal. The event 
will be open to women and on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, and RSVPs will be required 
by Friday, August 19. There will be no fee 
to attend, but guests have been asked to 
bring a wrapped gift item purchased from 
a registry set up at a local business. Gifts 
for Temple Israel, purchased at the actual 
store, are tax exempt. The items listed range 
from $4.99 to $499. To learn more about the 
registry or to RSVP, contact Pam Lavker at 
327-2474, Myrna Dubofsky at 760-9556 or 
Kathy Hurwitz at 729-6833.

“Many of us have wonderful memories 

Beth David Synagogue will hold services 
and programming to commemorate Tisha 
B’Av. The fast will begin on Saturday, Au-
gust 13, at 8:06 pm, with Ma’ariv services 
and the reading of Eicha (Lamentations) 
starting at 9:10 pm. On Sunday, August 
14, Shacharit services and kinot (dirges) 
readings will begin at 8:30 am with Mincha/
Ma’ariv starting at 7:35 pm. The fast ends 
at 8:47 pm.

On August 14, the two programs will be 
held. At 5:15 pm, there will be a showing 
of “Silver Linings,” which is a Sparks Next 
production, produced by Daniel Finkelman 
in conjunction with American Friends of 
Ateret Cohanim. “Silver Linings” traces 
the roots of the Beit Hamikdash (the Temple 
in Jerusalem), starting long before the first 
stone was ever laid to rest in Jerusalem. 

Temple Israel’s “Kitchen Shower” on August 28
attending showers for our friends, children 
and even our own wedding shower,” said 
Barbara Gilbert, Sisterhood president. “We 
want this occasion to feel special like that, 
and that is why we are asking guests to 
bring a wrapped gift. Guests can buy one 
item, or even find a group to go in on a 
more expensive gift together,” she added. 
Women will also have an opportunity to 
take a tour of the new building if they have 
not already done so.

Two brand new kitchens (meat and 
dairy) have been designed and installed 
in the newly constructed building, which 
houses Temple Israel and Hillel Academy. 
Some items were salvaged, but others were 
either damaged or did not last in storage, 

BD to hold Tisha B’Av 
services and programming

“The story begins with a single rock, a 
unique stone that played a pivotal role in our 
patriarch Jacob’s journey,” said organizers 
of the event. “Against all odds, that single 
stone survives the destruction that engulfed 
Jerusalem’s holiest site, not once, but twice, 
ultimately enduring to bear testament to the 
eternity of the Jewish people.”

At 6 pm, the program “Opening the Door: 
How Ahavas Yisrael Opens the Door to the 
Geulah” will be held (ahavas Yisrael – love 
of fellow Jews; geulah – redemption). The 
program will be presented by Rabbi Warren 
Goldstein and Rabbi YY Jacobson.

The programs are subject to changes 
and additions, which will be distributed by 
e-mail prior to Tisha B’Av. For information 
and the latest schedule, contact Rabbi Zev 
Silber at rabbisilber@stny.rr.com.

L-r: Marcia Hofstein, Barbara Zelter and Pam Lavker, along with many other volunteers, 
worked to unpack boxes and inventory the new Temple Israel kitchens. See “Kitchen” on page 6
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In My Own Words

No, this has nothing to do with the Olympics or physical 
prowess. I’m speaking of another type of longevity. When 
doing some filing at home two weekends ago, I realized 
this column is currently on its longest streak since I began 
writing as executive editor. In fact, I haven’t missed a week 
since the beginning of this year and had also written a 
column for at least the last six weeks of 2015. (Yes, I was 
really behind in my filing.)

My previous record was six weeks in a row. Then 
something would happen – vacation, illness, some other 
work that had to be done – and I would miss a week or two. 
This is, however, not my longest writing streak. For about 
four years, I never missed a book review. That includes 
being out after surgery in 2006: those articles were written 
before I was on sick leave. Of course, I was copy editor 
then, which made life quite a bit easier. So much else has 

Breaking a record – my own
to be done before I can sit and write, even though it’s my 
favorite part of the job.

I was thinking about this because I’ve been particularly 
ambitious in my reading lately, while at the same time 
scheduling vacation time during August. Plus, a few ideas 
for spotlights and/or other articles have been suggested and 
I think they’re also important. Having articles about “Jews 
doing interesting things” makes the paper more interesting 
and helps people learn about all the great things happening 
in our Jewish community.

My staff and I are already thinking ahead to the High 
Holidays in October. Having most of them occur on Mon-
days and Tuesdays plays havoc with our regular schedule. 
We won’t be going crazy trying to figure out how to handle 
this, though, because our schedule for 2016 was set and 
printed before the summer of 2015. (And, yes, we already 

finished the calendar and schedule for 2017.) If I had my 
way, most of the fall holidays would occur on Saturday 
and Sundays. It’s been a long time since that happened and 
it’s so much more convenient.

So the purpose of this column is to offer an excuse 
before I need one: I’ll probably be skipping a week here 
and there due to vacation time and/or the holidays. One 
staff member frequently reminds me that I don’t have to 
write every week. However, it seems the more I write this 
column, the more ideas I have. Plus, the very large stack 
of review copies for my other column sometimes looks so 
mournful – as if the books are impatient to be read. (OK, 
so I have a wild imagination when it comes to books. It’s 
me that’s impatient to read them all!) So, although I don’t 
like skipping a week, it’s inevitable now and then. I just 
don’t want there to be too many “now and thens.”

the shootings of black, unarmed men.
Some have already heard that call. At an evening vigil 

in New York last month, organized by Jews for Racial and 
Economic Justice – a group which says it is “inspired by 
Jewish tradition to fight for a sustainable world with an 
equitable distribution of economic and cultural resources 
and political power” – Shoshana Brown, a Jew of color 
and a JFREJ leader said, “As we enter the weeks leading 
to Tisha B’Av, this is a sacred time for Jews to take a stand 
against atrocities happening right now, as we also remember 
those that have happened to us in the past.”

To me, Brown is suggesting Tisha B’Av can be a 
remembrance that recalls both the ancient as well as the 
“right now.” But what would that look like?

There is a tradition, after the final meal and before the 
Tisha B’Av fast begins, of partaking in a seudah hamaf-
seket, a spare “separating meal” consisting of water and a 
hardboiled egg and bread dipped in ashes, which is eaten 
in solitude, creating a space for contemplation.

Why these foods? The humble egg reminds us of how 
hard life can become – and, I think, how hardened we, 
too, can get to the conditions and injustices that surround 
us, to the point where we live in a shell. (Do we really 
understand just how dangerous it is for law enforcement 
to go out on the streets in our armed society? In a world 
where eyes have been culturally trained to surveil any 
person of color, do we really understand what it’s like to 
be constantly under suspicion?)

Tasting the bitter ash, itself a product of destruction, 
allows us to consider the consequences of living a life 
based solely on Hillel’s maxim, “If I am not for myself, 
who will be for me?” that then ignores the remainder of 
the famous phrase, “But if I am only for myself, who am 

Marking Tisha B’Av during a long, hot summer
By Edmon J. Rodman

(JTA) – As the fast day of Tisha B’Av approaches, the 
summer heat and humidity is rising. That got me thinking: 
Does the solemn day have the stuff to raise our conscious-
ness as well?

Tisha B’Av – this year it begins on the evening of 
Saturday, August 13 – marks the destruction of the First 
and Second Temples, as well as other tragedies that have 
befallen the Jewish people. Traditionally, it’s a time to 
remember and mourn those events, and that Jews have 
been a historically oppressed people.

But this summer – perhaps more than any other in recent 
memory – I wondered if there was room to remember the 
struggles of others on this mournful occasion. On this 
sad day – when we are not supposed to eat, drink or have 
sex – it’s hard to ignore those in our own time who are 
experiencing tragedies as a people, or whose lives are being 
destroyed, some more than others.

Tisha B’Av is a day to reflect on the lasting damage of 
violence – both of police officers slain and the too many 
black men who have fallen victim to police violence. Do 
we pass over them on this day, and focus solely on our 
own grief? Or do we take a more universal view of Tisha 
B’Av, and use the day when we are already grieving to find 
a way to respond to the tragedies around us?

The day’s liturgy pushes us toward our own present-day 
cities and communities. The Book of Eicha, or Lamenta-
tions, which is traditionally read on this day, calls to us 
from across the millennia, shifting our attention to the now. 
When he hear the opening line about Jerusalem – “Alas! 
Lonely sits the city” – we could just as easily be talking 
about Dallas, or Baton Rouge. The next verse, “Bitterly 
she weeps in the night,” reminds us of the tears shed over 

I?” and “If not now, when?”
Fasting on Tisha B’Av, too, takes us out of our comfort 

zone, allowing us to clear more than our stomachs. Tradi-
tionally, we fast to mourn the destruction of the First and 
Second Temples, and the conditions of baseless hatred 
which led up to those terrible acts. But on this very long 
day of going without food or water, waiting for the sun to 
set, who does not have the time to reflect upon the baseless 
hatreds, both racial and ethnic, that roil our own times, in 
our own cities? At a moment when I am contemplating the 
loss of the Temple, will an image form as well of police 
battling protestors of recent shootings?

Fortunately, however, Tisha B’Av isn’t just about sitting 
around and being sad. It’s also traditional to give tzedakah 
and spread a little hope. On this day of remembering tragedy, 
we can also use our funds to respond to crises in our midst.

Tisha B’Av and our history teach us to recover from 
destruction, to mend the broken. For example, after the 
killing of five police officers in Dallas, TX, Congregation 
Ohev Shalom there raised more than $2,000 to help one 
of the families of the officers slain. JFREJ has worked for 
police accountability and reform.

In Eicha, too, hope can be found. Though our national text 
of pain is filled with death, anger and “harsh oppression,” 
by its end, we see that our days can be renewed “as of old!”

But that doesn’t happen automatically. Eicha says we 
can “search and examine our ways” – meaning, with some 
introspection combined with some action, we can all return 
to the guiding Jewish principle to love and respect our 
neighbors as ourselves.

Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who writes on 
Jewish life from Los Angeles. Contact him at edmojace@
gmail.com.

Pope Francis must insist Auschwitz church be moved
By Rabbi Avi Weiss

(JTA) – Pope Francis recently made a pilgrimage to 
Poland, visiting Auschwitz – the notorious death camp in 
Poland where 1.1 million Jews were murdered during the 
Holocaust. Auschwitz is comprised of two camps: Aus-
chwitz I and Auschwitz II, also called Birkenau. Birkenau 
is the actual “theater of death,” where the vast majority of 
Jews were murdered.

At Birkenau, there is a large church in what once was 
the Nazi commandant headquarters. The church is in direct 
violation of a 1987 agreement signed by four European 
cardinals and European Jewish leaders that declares “there 
will be no permanent Catholic place of worship on the site 
of the Auschwitz and Birkenau camps.” Pope Francis must 
recognize this affront and ask that the church be moved.

This is not the first time that a Catholic place of worship 
was established at Auschwitz. In 1984, Carmelite nuns 
took over a building at Auschwitz I that once stored the 

Zyklon B gas used by the Nazis to murder Jews. With the 
full support of Polish Cardinal Franciszek Marcharski, 
local authorities granted the nuns a 99-year lease to convert 
the building into a convent, where the nuns sought to pray 
for the souls of the murdered. It was around this time that 
the local Catholic community established the church at 
Birkenau, called the Parish Church of Brzezinka.

As a rabbi, I have deep respect for all places of worship. 
I also feel that Christian houses of worship do not belong at 
what is in effect the largest Jewish cemetery in the world. 
And so in July 1989, I joined a group of seven activists 
protesting the Carmelite convent. We climbed over the 
fence surrounding the convent and peacefully assembled. 
Polish workers inside the convent poured a bucket of 
water mixed with urine on us as nuns watched from the 
windows. In 1993, Pope John Paul II himself ordered the 
nuns to leave and the convent was shut down.

Though that closure was a victory, the larger affront, the 

Birkenau church, remains. A former priest, James Carroll, 
eloquently describes this offense in his book “Constantine’s 
Sword: The Church and the Jews,” writing, “When suffering 
is seen to serve a universal plan of salvation, its particular 
character as tragic and evil is always diminished.

“[T]he elimination of Jewishness from the place where Jews 
were eliminated,” Carroll continues, makes “the evil worse.”

And so in 1995, on the 50th anniversary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz, I again joined activists, this time for a 
sit-in at the Birkenau church. After a standoff with church 
officials that lasted throughout the day, we were arrested 
and taken to a police station, where a doctor summoned 
there asked that we strip. Flabbergasted, I blurted out, “You 
mean you haven’t stripped enough Jews in this place?” 
We were held for several hours before being released. Our 
protest and arrest won no concessions from the church or 
Catholic hierarchy.
See “Pope” on page 6
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The Jewish Community wishes to express 
its sympathy to Larry Wallenstein on the 

death of his mother,
Joan Wallenstein

Organizers of the annual Jewish Food Festival have 
announced that this year’s event will be held on Sunday, 
August 21, from 11 am-5 pm, at PNC Field, 235 Mon-
tage Mountain Rd., Moosic, PA, home of the Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre RailRiders baseball team.

The Jewish Food Fest will be located in the parking 
area near the front entrance of the Railriders stadium. 
Admission to the program will be free. Food concessions 

This year, Temple Concord’s Hanukkah House Museum 
exhibit will be about Yad Vashem’s Righteous Among 
Nations list of non-Jews who risked their lives to save 
Jews during the Holocaust. Organizers have asked to be 
contacted by those who were helped or who have family 

The Jewish Federation of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania will hold a Jewish film festival 
on Sunday, August 28, in the Moskovitz 
Theater of the DeNaples Center of the 
University of Scranton in Scranton, PA. The 
festival will feature recent films screened 
at various film festivals internationally 
and nationally, including one Academy 
Award-winning film.

The afternoon double feature will 
present the Academy Award-winning 
foreign film “Son of Saul” at noon and “In 
Search of Israeli Cuisine” at 2:15 pm. The 

Scranton Jewish Film Festival to be held August 28

Jerome Holder, left, and Jonathan Pryce in 
a scene from “Dough.” (Photo courtesy of 
Viva Films)

L-r: Géza Röhrig and Márton Ágh in “Son 
of Saul.” (Photo by Ildi Hermann, courtesy 
of Sony Pictures Classics)

evening double feature will present the 
film “Remember,” starring Christopher 
Plummer and Martin Landau, at 6:30 pm; 
the film received a 10-minute standing 
ovation at the Venice Film Festival. The 
British dramedy “Dough” will be shown 
at 8:15 pm.

A film festival pass includes admission 
to all four screenings for $50. The cost for 
individual tickets is $15. Tickets can be pur-
chased by visiting www.jewishfilmfestival.
evenbrite.com or calling 570-961-2300, 
ext. 4.

The Arts Committee of Temple Beth-El in Ithaca 
has invited the public to its third and final screening in 
a series of films. “In Search of Israeli Cuisine” will be 
presented on Thursday, August 18, in the social hall of the 
temple, located at the corner of Court and Tioga streets 
in Ithaca. Doors will open at 6:30 pm for free Israeli 
style refreshments and socializing. The film will begin 

Jewish film festival at Temple Beth-El in Ithaca

Chef Mike Solomonov sampled products at the Levinsky 
Market Spice Shop in Tel Aviv.

at 7 pm. Tickets will cost $8 at the door. Children ages 
10 and older are welcome.

“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” (USA 2016, 97 minutes) 
is a documentary about the Israeli people through their 
varied cuisine. Developed in the last 30 years from the 
contributions of more than 100 cultures, Israel’s cuisine is 
said to reflect the country’s advancement on many levels. 

Jewish Food Fest at PNC Field to feature crafts, 
vendors and live music

will accept cash and credit and debit cards. Menu will 
feature an assortment of traditional Jewish favorites and 
Israeli food.

A live klezmer group and the Jewish rock/folk 
improv band “Chillent” will perform free concerts 
throughout the day. New for this year will be a Judaic 
craft fair with hands-on activities for children and 
adults. Judaica, books, Israeli art and more will be 

sold at the vending tables.
The Jewish Food Fest is a project of the Jewish Discovery 

Center. All proceeds will benefit local Jewish educational 
programs. For more information or to volunteer, call 570-
587-3300. To purchase advance discounted packages and 
VIP passes, visit www.JewishFoodFest.com.

For tickets and more information, visit www.Jewish-
foodfest.com.

Hanukkah House Museum seeks 
information, assistance

members who were helped by a person on the list; or by 
those who are relatives of people who are included in the 
list. Museum organizers would like to feature such people 
in their exhibit. The Yad Vashem person’s name and any 
other information is needed by Thursday, September 15.

Additionally, organizers have need of someone to 
mount the exhibit on foam core. The content will be given 
to whoever can do the mount in the October-November 
time frame. It must be ready to hang in mid-November.

Those who can help have been asked to contact Linda 
Suskind Green or leave a message either at Hanukkah-
HouseMuseum@gmail.com or by calling Temple Concord 
at 723-7355.

Fore more about the film, visit www.israelicuisinefilm.com.
The TBE Jewish Film Festival is in its second year. This 

summer, it presented “Dough” on June 23 and “Raise the 
Roof” on July 21. The film festival is made possible through 
Menemsha Films and the National Center for Jewish Film. 
For more information, call 257-9924.

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.orgJNS briefs Aug. 8, 2016

U.S. and Israel finalize talks over 10-
year military package, no deal yet

The United States and Israel finalized talks the week of Aug. 
5 in Washington, DC, hoping to reach a new 10-year military 
aid agreement for Israel. However, no specific timetable on 
when negotiations will be concluded was announced. “We’ve 
made progress and closed many of the remaining gaps. We hope 
soon to be able to reach final agreement,” a U.S. senior official 
told Reuters following the talks. A senior Israeli official made a 
similar statement. Both Israel and the U.S. have disagreed over 
various aspects of the proposed deal, including using 26.3 percent 
of the aid on Israel’s military products rather than American.
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

After reading several novels with otherworldly el-
ements, I was happy to settle down with three works 
that focused on real-life problems. All are set in 
contemporary times, although I’m stretching that to 
include one whose action occurs just before the new 
millennium. It was only by accident, though, that each 
has a first-person female narrator, which helps explain 
why their plots center on family and friends. However, 
this doesn’t mean the works serve as variations of a 
single theme: their intriguing main characters and plots 
offer insights into very different social situations.

“Good on Paper”
I was tempted to write this review as a letter to Ra-

chel Cantor, the author of “Good on Paper” (Melville 
House), saying, “Dear Rachel, How did you write so 
erudite a novel and still manage to make it an exciting, 
page-turning, moving and incredibly fun experience?” 
Cantor’s second novel is a complex, convoluted work 
with philosophical discussions that is also part mystery, 
part love story, part meditation on forgiveness and 
100 percent enchanting. How can you not love a work 
where, after characters sprout some pseudo-intellectual 
nonsense, another character says to them, “Real people 
don’t talk like that”?

Shira Greene, the narrator, lives an unusual lifestyle. 
After first abandoning academia and then a suburban 
marriage, she works for a temporary agency in jobs 
far below her intellectual level. She and her daughter, 
Andi, live in campus housing with her longtime Paki-
stani friend, Ahmad – a professor who is divorced and 
gay. Ahmad is not Andi’s birth father – Shira became 
pregnant while traveling in India after her divorce – but 
the three have settled into a relatively happy family unit. 
Changes occur when Romei, a Noble Prize-winning 
poet, contacts Shira, asking her to translate his writing 
from Italian to English. Romei feels Shira is the only 
one who can understand his prose and poetry because 
she wrote her Ph.D. thesis on Dante’s “Vita Nuova,” a 
book that serves as the basis for Romei’s latest work. 
Translating Romei’s writing causes Shira to re-evaluate 
her life at the same time Ahmad is also undergoing 
changes that could greatly affect their family. Plus, 
Shira finds herself attracted to another multifaceted 

Family and friends
character, Benny, who owns a bookstore and works as 
a freelance rabbi. However, this description doesn’t do 
justice to the complex twists and turns of a novel that 
ultimately focuses on familial love and the intricacies 
of the human heart.

“Good on Paper” left me feeling exhilarated. In ad-
dition to writing an intellectual novel that gives readers 
so much to ponder, Cantor also created great, flawed 
characters whose adventures and emotional highs and 
lows seemed so real, even if their circumstances were 
sometimes outrageous. While I enjoyed Cantor’s first 
novel (see The Reporter review of “A Highly Unlikely 
Scenario or, a Neetsa Pizza Employee’s Guide to Saving 
the World” at http://thereportergroup.org/Article.aspx-
?aID=3400), her new work exceeded my expectations.

“Piece of Mind”
I think the wisest decision Michele Adelman made 

while writing “Piece of Mind” (W. W. Norton and 
Company) was to use first-person narration. By permit-
ting 27-year-old Lucy – whose brain was permanently 
damaged in an accident at age 3 – to speak for herself, 
Adelman allows us to understand and sympathize with 
Lucy, rather than pity her. It’s Lucy’s matter-of-fact 
discussion of the difficulties she faces that makes the 
emotional undertones of the work bearable.

Lucy’s accident is not the only trauma her family 
has faced. When Lucy was 14 and her brother, Nate, 
was 8, their mother died in a car accident. Their father 
never completely recovered from the trauma of losing 
his wife. Although he tries to keep family customs 
going – for example, Shabbat dinners – nothing is ever 
the same. Her father has unrealistic expectations for 
Lucy, who clearly explains how her brain and body 
don’t always work together and how difficult it is for 
her to perform simple tasks. After her father dies, Lucy 
moves from her suburban home to her brother’s small 
apartment in Manhattan. Lucy does not adjust well to 
change, although she does love living close enough to 
the zoo, since she feels a special connection to animals. 
Unfortunately, she is less adept at understanding the 
feelings of other humans – including her brother, who 
drops out of college and tries to support them by working 
far too many hours. The question then becomes whether 

or not Lucy can create a satisfactory and meaningful 
future for herself.

What made “Piece of Mind” especially satisfying 
is that Adelman offers no magical solutions to the 
problems the characters faced. Instead, Lucy – and 
Nate – must slowly find their own way. By the end of 
the novel, I was sorry to say good-bye to Lucy; she’d 
come to feel like a real friend.

“The Good Neighbor”
Lies begat more lies. That’s the moral of “The Good 

Neighbor” by Amy Sue Nathan (St. Martin’s Griffen). 
When Izzy Lane feels miserable after meeting her 
ex-husband’s cute girlfriend at her 5-year-old son’s 
sporting event, she invents a partner of her own: a great 
new boyfriend, Mac, whom she writes about in her 
blog – although she uses a pseudonym rather than her 
real name. While Lizzy wants to tell her best friends 
– Jade and Rachel – that her boyfriend is a fake, she 
feels too embarrassed. It’s bad enough that she had to 
move back to her old neighborhood as a single mom; 
she’s also envious of her friends’ seemingly perfect 
lives. The only advantage of the move is that she’s 
reconnected to her now elderly friend and neighbor, 
Mrs. Feldman.

Matters get worse, though, when Jade asks for her 
help: she want Izzy to write about the singles scene for 
the website she runs. That includes talking about Mac, 
along with writing about dating and giving advice to 
those newly single. Izzy needs the extra money – her 
ex-husband is suddenly unable to pay child support – 
so she agrees, but under the condition that she remain 
anonymous. Unfortunately, keeping anything hidden 
on the web is difficult and Izzy learns not only the 
benefits of telling the truth, but how her actions affect 
the lives of those who mean the most to her.

Having Izzy narrate “The Good Neightbor” makes it 
easier to understand her fears and the pressures she faces 
– which also makes her actions more understandable. 
While Nathan does an excellent job allowing us into the 
realities of Izzy’s life, and that of Mrs. Feldman’s, Jade 
and Rachel sometimes came across as one-dimensional. 
In addition, while the novel’s ending didn’t strike me 
as particularly realistic, it was extremely satisfying.

3. The Company’s office within
 New York State is located in
 Broome County.

4. The New York Secretary of
 State of the State of New York
 has been designated as agent
 of the Company upon whom
 process against it may be
 served. The Secrretary of
 State shall mail a copy of any
 such process served upon
 him or her to c/o Robert W.
 Carey, Esq., 122 State Street -
 Suite 220, Binghamton, New
 York 13901.

5. The character or purpose of the
 Company’s business is for any
 lawful business purpose except
 to do any business in new York
 State for which a statute
 specifically requires some
 other business entity or natural
 person to be formed or used for
 such business.
______________________

Notice of Formation

Binghamton Holdings LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed w/ SSNY 7/14/16. Off. in 
Broome Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of 
LLC whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 
PO Box 1445, Binghamton, NY 
13902. Purpose: any lawful activity.
______________________

Notice of Formation of SHH 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/11/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 319 Scarborough Dr., 
Endwell, NY 13760.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None. 
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is: EFSTATHIOS 
DEMETRE GOVAS, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was June 29, 2016. The 
County in which the principal 
place of business of the Company 
shall be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company to 307 Front 
Street, Binghamton, New York 
13905. The purpose of the business 
of the Company is any lawful 
business purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Coupon 
Systems, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, NY  
13851-0678.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

UNDER THE NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

Notice is hereby given of the 
formation of Levendis 123 LLC (the 
“Company”) for the transaction of 
business in the State of New York 
and elsewhere.

1. The name of the Company is
 Levendis 123 LLC.

2. The Company’s Articles of
 Organization were filed with the
 New York Secretary of State on
 March 15, 2016. 

Notice of Formation of Fahs Future 
Ventures, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/12/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 2224 Pierce Creek Rd., 
Binghamton, NY  13903.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Greater 
Binghamton Property Holdings, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/06/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 317 Torrance Ave., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of CC Parkway 
Development, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/29/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 450 Plaza Dr., Vestal, 
NY  13850.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY:

The name of the limited liability 
company is: SwiftATN, LLC (the 
“Company”). The date of filing of 
the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was July 20, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ryan 
M. Mead, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose. 

______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER  NEW YORK LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited
 liability company (“LLC”) is AGC
 Landscaping Companies LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is July 26,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail a
 copy of any process against the
 LLC served upon him or her
 is: PO Box 2039, Binghamton,
 NY 13902.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of formation of BLOOM 
THERAPY LLC. Art. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/04/16. Office in 
Broome County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, Attn: Chenango Place, 7 
Court Street Binghamton, NY 13901. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose
______________________

Notice of Formation of Hookah 
Heaven LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/4/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Garry Gilmore, 45 
Twin Pines Drive, Apt. 20F, Brooklyn 
NY 11239. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.

      

 

 

L E G A L  N O T I C E
Notice of formation of 
CLEARWATER CORNER, LLC. 
Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/22/16. 
Office in Broome County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC, PO Box 2384 
New York, NY 10008. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY

The name of the Professional Limited 
Liability Company is: KATHLEEN 
B E R RY  K E N N E DY  N U R S E 
PRACTITIONER IN PSYCHIATRY, 
PLLC (the “Company”). The date of 
filing of the Articles of Organization 
of the Company with the Secretary of 
State was April 7, 2016. The County in 
which the principal place of business 
of the Company shall be located is 
Broome County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the Company 
to United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, New York 11228. The 
purpose of the business of the 
Company is professional psychiatry 
nursing services. 
______________________

Notice of Formation of PQRS 
Holding, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/16/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: 1070 Conklin Rd., 
Conklin, NY  13748.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Core of Dewitt, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/16/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
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Esserman: What do you feel are your greatest accom-
plishments as president?

Ullmann: I’m hesitant to qualify the accomplishments 
as “my” accomplishments; I think they are “our” accom-
plishments, meaning the board’s, the executive committee’s, 
the Federation’s staff’s, especially the executive director, 
and friends’. Early on we realized that we had to change 
the image of the Federation in the Jewish community. The 
Federation had to be more than the annual Super Sunday 
event followed by phone calls in frosty January if we wanted 
to maintain the viability of the annual Campaign and of the 
endowment, and, through these, the Jewish infrastructure. 
The Federation needed a face and a warmer, more personal 
identity. We created new programs and a stronger presence 
in the community. We owe a huge thanks to Sima Auerbach 
who, as executive director, continues reaching out in a way 
that attracts people. Just a little example: When I started 
making phone calls on Super Sunday years ago, it happened 
occasionally that someone would hang up on me. That’s 
totally gone – and I don’t miss it! A second accomplishment 
probably tied to the first is that the Federation has become 
sort of a “hub” for the Jewish community. At times Sima 
and I get inquiries from individuals about concerns that 
have nothing to do with the Federation, but are related 
to something in one of the other Jewish organizations. It 
seems that these individuals see the Federation as the “go-
to” address. Of course the Federation’s changed position is 
also a risk: We have to be careful not to invade the space 
of our affiliate organizations and of the congregations. 
Another example: When Hillel Academy was in difficul-
ty, the Federation created a task force to help the Hillel 
leadership. I wouldn’t want to go so far to claim that the 
task force’s help was decisive; of course, the Hillel leaders 

did the hard work. But it’s telling that something like this 
could happen: namely that the Federation assisted one of 
its affiliates mastering a situation not merely by writing a 
check, but by sitting down trying to understand the issues 
and come up with solutions.

Esserman: What do you wish you could have accom-
plished that just couldn’t happen due to money/demographic 
limitations?

Ullmann: I’d wish to have a special “honey pot” from 
which to fund new project ideas put forth within the com-
munity. Over the years, the organizations the Federation 
supports have done an amazing job of achieving impres-
sive results with fewer resources. What this means is that 
non-essentials had to be curtailed. I wish we could support 
some exciting extras. Another wish is that we had a large 
pool of 35-55-year-olds to find volunteers for the Feder-
ation board and executive committee – and of course, for 
all the other organizations as well. It’s very difficult to find 
volunteers in this age group. There simply aren’t many. 
And these families rely on dual incomes, so whatever free 
time is available is naturally devoted to their children, their 
activities and to help the institutions the children attend.

Esserman: What advice do you have for the next president?
Ullmann: My first advice is to listen to voices in the 

community. New presidents begin their term motivated 
and full of energy – how could they not! But no matter 
how great their ideas, a lay leader of an organization like 
the Federation needs buy-ins and this requires listening. A 
second is to learn from the experience of others, including 
other Federations to avoid reinventing the wheel. A third 
is to find a way to grow the endowment so that the com-
munity as a whole is able to address capital needs. Lastly, 
I suggest we continue deepening the cooperation with the 

Jewish student organizations on the BU campus. Maybe 
there is a way to cooperate more with nearby Federations?

Esserman: If a genie appeared and gave you one wish 
for something to help the local community, what would 
you wish for?

Ullmann: A big influx of Jewish families! When IBM 
grew here in the area decades ago, Jewish families moved 
in and those of them who are still around continue to con-
tribute time, effort and money to our Jewish community 
– thank you!

A few years ago, when fracking became big and the hopes 
ran high for local land owners, Sima and I used to joke that 
we’d like to see about 100 proud and devoted Jewish “hard 
hat” families each blessed with about four children move 
in. You know what happened. But I’m not ready to stop 
dreaming. Maybe tomorrow Jewish hedge fund managers 
or their spouses living in Connecticut will realize that the 
air in the Southern Tier is cleaner, that the pace of life is 
less hectic, traffic on the Parkway on a weekday at 5 pm 
is manageable and the cost of large estates adorned with 
artificial lakes and tennis courts are a fraction of the cost 
compared to Connecticut. After all, what you need for the 
business is super fast broadband access and that we have!

Esserman: Is there anything else you would like to add?
Ullmann: My seven (or actually eight years if you add 

the half term I served in 2003-04) years as Federation 
president have been immensely meaningful. It seems to 
me that what all of us seek in life is meaning. For me as a 
Jew, working for the good of my Jewish community gives 
me meaning. I learned a lot from working with so many 
people. Working within the Federation also formed and 
strengthened friendships. Bottom line, I feel I received 
more than I gave – it’s been a great deal!

Future Continued from page 1

Not just antisemitism: ADL boss seeks to broaden 
group’s reach

Jonathan Greenblatt 
(Photo courtesy of 

the ADL)

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – For more than a century, the 

Anti-Defamation League has been known as a group that 
combats antisemitism. But one year after taking the group’s 
helm, Jonathan Greenblatt wants it to focus on more than 
just the Jews.

Greenblatt’s predecessor as ADL national director, 
Abraham Foxman, became known during his decades 
at ADL’s helm as an arbiter of what was and was not 
antisemitic, as well as a pro-Israel advocate who did not 
hesitate to criticize Jewish groups he saw as damaging 
Israel. Upon his retirement in July 2015, some called him 
“The Jewish Pope.”

But to woo millennials to the ADL, Greenblatt wants to 
stress the group’s work among other minority communities, 
which has long been a part of its agenda. This emphasis 
comes as the Jewish community’s relations with minority 
groups has become strained by anti-Israel sentiment among 
many left-wing activists. Recently, the main movement 
opposing police violence against black communities, 
Black Lives Matter, released a platform accusing Israel 
of genocide against the Palestinians.

While the ADL focuses on many issues Black Lives 
Matter addresses, it has not collaborated with Black Lives 
Matter, and called the genocide accusation “repellent 
and completely inaccurate” in a blog post on Medium on 
August 4.

As part of its renewed outspokenness on issues beyond 
those directly impacting Jews, the ADL has emerged in 
the past year as the only legacy Jewish organization to 
consistently criticize Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump by name when he makes controversial 
statements about Mexicans, Muslims or other groups. 

And Greenblatt wants the ADL to take a leading 
role in addressing mass incarceration and police 
violence in black communities.

“By delivering great programs and mak-
ing an impact in the communities that we 
serve, by speaking up and using our voice 
to call out intolerance in any form, I think 
those things, I hope, will appeal to younger 
people,” Greenblatt said in an interview in 
his Manhattan office on August 3. “This is 
one of those institutions with the scale and 
the scope where you really, truly can make a 
dent in the universe.”

One issue the ADL is focusing on: using 
its bonds with both police and anti-racism 
activists to help stem the string of killings by police 
in black communities, as well as killings of police, 
and address mass incarceration. Along with educating 
against racism across the country, the ADL runs seminars 
for police officers on counterterrorism and combating 
violent extremists.

“We’ve been working around a civil rights agenda to 
help support marginalized communities,” Greenblatt said. 
“We believe black lives matter in the lowercase letters. 
We believe it’s fundamental to a 21st century civil rights 
agenda.”

But what about uppercase Black Lives Matter’s harsh 
rhetoric on Israel? “These points are wrong on the facts 
and offensive in tone,” Greenblatt wrote. “Importantly, 
for ADL and many in the Jewish community, such false 
characterizations and misguided calls to action distract 
us from the task of addressing other, critically-important 
justice and equality priorities.”

The ADL has already fielded criticism 
from within the Jewish community due to 
its work against police violence. The Zionist 
Organization of America, a right-wing group 
that has criticized the ADL on a range of 
issues for two decades, has accused the ADL 
of promoting Black Lives Matter despite its 
anti-Israel statements.

But to Greenblatt, 45, widening the ADL’s 
reach is more important than an intra-Jewish 
flame war. In 2003, he co-founded Ethos Wa-
ter, a bottled water company that funds clean 
water access in developing countries. He also 
founded All for Good, an open-source volun-
teering platform, and GOOD Magazine. Before 

taking the ADL job, Greenblatt served as director of the 
Office of Social Innovation and Civic Participation in 
the White House.

“We’re a civil rights organization. The ZOA is not,” 
he said. “We’re an organization focused on combating 
antisemitism and bigotry. The ZOA is not. They’ve been 
doing this [criticizing us] for over 20 years so you can 
draw your own conclusions.”

The ADL’s highest profile issue this year, however, 
has probably been its criticism of Trump. Greenblatt 
has criticized Trump’s statements against Muslims and 
Mexicans, but sounded most concerned that Trump’s 
fellow travelers are sparking antisemitism’s return 
to American political discourse. He called attacks in 
social media on Jewish journalists “unprecedented,” 
and said Trump is not doing enough to disavow his 
antisemitic supporters.
See “ADL” on page 12
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as the old building was damaged two and 
a half years ago.

“Although we have some of the basics 
for the kitchens, like large stainless steel 
mixing bowls, pans and serving platters, 
we are hoping to compliment the kitchens 
with themed colored items like blenders, 
serving utensils, cutting boards, storage 
containers, towels and oven mitts,” said 
Sisterhood member Pam Lavker, one of 
the women who has been volunteering to 
help organize the kitchens.

The brunch will feature a variety of 
foods and beverages. In addition, to help 
defray costs of the event, two items will be 
auctioned off during the brunch: a handmade 

TI prepares for “Kitchen Shower”

At left: Members of the Temple Israel 
Kitchen Shower Committee created paper 
flowers for table decorations for the 
upcoming kitchen shower on Sunday, August 
28, from 10 am-noon, at the temple. (See 
related article on page 1.) L-r: Heidi Thirer, 
Barbara Zelter and Maxine Rosenberg.

L-r: Myrna Dubofsky, Barbara Gilbert and 
Naoma Feld worked on the decorations.

L-r: Pam Lavker and Lynne Green worked 
on the decorations.

At right: Kathy Hurwitz and Marcia 
Hofstein worked on the decorations.

Kitchen Continued from page 1

The newly constructed Temple Israel 
building has both a dairy kitchen and a 
meat kitchen.

quilt crafted by the Temple Israel quilters 
and a scarf handmade by Hersh Rozen, a 
longtime temple member.

At left: In order to make 
the new meat kitchen fully 
functional, some items are 
still needed. Sisterhood 
members hope women will 
bring gifts from the temple’s 
registry to complete the 
kitchen.

The church remains and its very existence 
at this sacred Jewish space is inappropri-
ate, misleading and a violation of Shoah 
memory. A hundred years from now people 
will look to the camp for evidence of what 
occurred there. If the church structure re-
mains, its large cross casting a shadow over 
Auschwitz II, the site could suggest to the 
uninformed that the Holocaust was either 
an attempt at Christian genocide or that the 
church defended Jews at that time – when 
in fact the church turned its back on the 
large-scale attempted annihilation of the 
Jewish people.

If we as a humanity are to learn from 
our history, to strive for a better future, we 
need to know what has passed before us. 
Otherwise, we perpetuate the possibility 
that the atrocities of the past will repeat in 
the future and untold suffering will prevail.

It’s up to people of moral conscience 
to raise a voice for the sake of Holocaust 
memory and declare loud and clear: A 
church has no place at Auschwitz II. As 
Pope John Paul II moved the Carmelite 

convent, Pope Francis – who has shown 
himself to be a great friend to the Jewish 
community – has the power to order the 
Birkenau church be moved. The building 
should become a museum, specific to 
Birkenau, showing how the Nazis carried 
out their atrocities there. The large cross-
es in front of and on top of the building 
should be removed. The memory of the 
Jews murdered there – murdered because 
they were Jews – must be recognized with 
historical accuracy.

With each passing year, fewer survivors 
remain. The time is not far off when there 
will be no living witnesses to share their 
part in this story, to say: Yes, this happened, 
and this is how. We cannot allow evidence 
of the Holocaust to be co-opted by other 
groups for other purposes.

Rabbi Avi Weiss is the founding rabbi of 
the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale-the Bayit, 
and founder of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah 
and Yeshivat Maharat. He is the author of 
the forthcoming book “Journey to Open 
Orthodoxy.”

Pope Continued from page 2

Actors Paul Spera, Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 
grandson, who played Lorenzo, left, and Ned 
Eisenberg,  who played one of the Shylocks. 
(Ruth Ellen Gruber)

VENICE, Italy (JTA) – Recently, an 
international, multilingual cast performed 
Shakespeare’s controversial play, “The 
Merchant of Venice,” in the secluded main 
plaza of the city’s historic Jewish Ghetto. It 
was the first time the play was performed 
in the iconic location, where some of the 
action takes place.

Enclosed by tall tenements and the arched 
windows of 16th-century synagogues, audi-
ences – U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg among them – gathered 
to see six sold-out performances of “The 
Merchant in Venice,” a production of the 
Compagnia de’ Colombari theatre company 
and Venice’s Ca’ Foscari University. The 
six performances were part of a year-long 
commemoration marking the 500th anni-
versary of the imposition of the Ghetto. 
The performances also marked the 400th 

anniversary of Shakespeare’s death.
The play, a mock retrial of the play’s 

Jewish villain, Shylock, and scores of 
other exhibits, conferences, concerts and 
other initiatives of the 500th anniversary 
program aim to reckon with the Shylock 
story and provide perspective to the actual 
Jewish experience in Venice – past, present 
and future.

“It is important that people recognize 
that Jews are a part of Venetian society – 
that it wasn’t just the ghetto,” said historian 
Donatella Calabi, who curated a exhibition 
called “Venice, the Jews, and Europe: 1516-
2016” at the Doge’s Palace, one of the city’s 
main landmarks.

The exhibit at the Doge’s Palace, a cen-
terpiece of the anniversary year, includes 
art, artifacts, documents and interactive in-
stallations that explore both the segregation 
of Jews in the ghetto, as well as the rich 
cultural and other exchanges between Jews 
and non-Jews that took place even during 
the period. “We show the long history of 
Jews in Venice,” said Calabi.

Venice welcomes back Shylock 
in marking its Jewish history

In the “Merchant” production, five dif-
ferent actors, including one woman, played 
Shylock. The idea, the play’s dramaturge, 
Walter Valeri, explained in the program 
notes, was to “make him slip out of his 
single, unique skin to underscore how each 
one of us is indeed Shylock.” 

The audience saw Shylock seek revenge 
after his daughter Jessica stole his jewels 
and eloped with a Christian, Lorenzo. 
They saw him thwarted in his demand for 
a pound of flesh from the merchant Antonio, 
who defaults on a loan. And they saw him 
defeated, his property seized, condemned 
to convert to Christianity.

“I didn’t expect to be so engaged,” 
Grammy award-winning Frank London, 
who composed and performed the music for 
the production, told JTA. “I’m surprised at 
my personal reaction at the heavy invective 
in the play thrown against Jews – the total 
dehumanization of Jews.”

In the play, he said, “there is no criticism 
of antisemitism. They are all antisemites, 
they don’t give a damn; it’s the world they 
live in. They don’t care.”

Shakespeare never visited Italy and 
See “Venice” on page 9
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REPORTER! They want to know.
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How one Tulsa synagogue is baking its way to a better world

The chocolate chip cookies from Tulsa’s 
Altamont Bakery, which operates in the dairy 
kitchen at Congregation B’nai Emunah, 
have been voted the best in the Oklahoma 
city by the Tulsa World newspaper. (Photo 
courtesy of Congregation B’nai Emunah)

Kimberly Ferry, who had endured years of 
homelessness and mental health struggles, 
working at the Altamont Bakery in Tulsa. 
(Photo courtesy of Congregation B’nai 
Emunah)

By Victor Wishna
TULSA, OK (JTA) – Walk into Con-

gregation B’nai Emunah on any Tuesday 
afternoon and you’ll barely get through 
the massive, light-filled foyer before it hits 
you: an aromatic wave of warm oatmeal 
and raisins, or perhaps a sweet surge of 
rich, melting chocolate chips. What you’re 
smelling isn’t catered food for a bar mitzvah 
bash. Rather, it’s one of the most highly 
regarded bakeries in the region, which is 
also an innovative social justice project 
that might just be a model for civic-minded 
synagogues everywhere.

The Altamont Bakery, which operates 
weekly from the synagogue’s dairy kitch-
en, is a successful commercial enterprise 
in which formerly homeless and mentally 
ill Tulsans work alongside synagogue 
volunteers. Together they weigh, measure, 
mix, shape and bake artisanal cookies that 
have won the admiration of foodies, selling 
briskly in coffee shops and cafeterias across 
Oklahoma and beyond.

Yet whether you believe this is the 
“Greatest Cookie on Planet Earth” (as the 
label boasts) or merely the best chocolate 
chip cookie in the city (according to a blind 
taste test conducted by the Tulsa World 

newspaper), it’s not the most important thing 
the Altamont endeavors to create. “We are 
baking our way to a better world,” said Rabbi 
Marc Boone Fitzerman, who has served the 
Conservative congregation since 1985.

Fitzerman developed the idea for the 
bakery five years ago in conjunction with the 
Mental Health Association Oklahoma, which 
aids those facing mental-health challenges 
through advocacy, education, research, 
service and housing, and the Housing Faith 
Alliance, which facilitates connections be-
tween faith-based institutions and those in 
recovery from mental illness. The core of the 
baking staff is made up of individuals served 
by the Mental Health Association, including 
some who live at the nearby association-run 
Altamont Apartments, from which the bakery 
takes its name. They are paid what Fitzerman 
calls “a dignified wage” – currently as much 
as $13.75 per hour.

The synagogue volunteers they work 
beside see this as a meaningful opportunity 
to effect change in their community while 
broadening their own horizons. “I love 
this collaboration – it’s really unique and 
powerful,” said Alex Aguilar, a workforce 
readiness clinical coordinator at the Mental 
Health Alliance who’s at the bakery every 
Tuesday. “When we’re able to give some-
one employment and support – skills and 
purpose and something to do with their 
lives – that is the best care that they need.”

Mental health has long been a focus of 
the synagogue’s volunteer efforts, Fitzer-
man said, due in part to the significant 
number of congregants already working 
in the field. The rabbi realized he could 
feed the appetite for social justice work 
through one of his synagogue’s particular 
strengths: large-scale baking. “Like many 
congregations in frontier outposts, we make 
everything ourselves – rye bread, rugelach, 

hamantashen, apple cake, babka – it’s a very 
full menu of traditional favorites,” he said.

With Tulsa’s Jewish community number-
ing about 2,200, the Altamont is the only ko-
sher-certified bakery in town. The synagogue 
also recently launched a monthly pop-up deli 
serving house-cured kosher pastrami. “This 
is more than dabbling,” Fitzerman declared. 
“Brooklyn artisans would recognize our 
seriousness and commitment.”

On a typical Tuesday afternoon, six sal-
aried “Altamonters” and another half-doz-
en volunteers will produce about 1,200 
cookies, which will be bagged, labeled and 
delivered by another multi-generational 
cadre of volunteers that meets Wednesday 
mornings. Unsold leftovers – a rare phenom-
enon – might wind up at Shabbat kiddush.

Come Christmas and Chanukah – when 
orders for 5,000 or more aren’t uncommon 
– the bakery will more than triple its work-
force and production. And next March, when 
the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament 
returns to Tulsa, demand will likely drive 
madness in the kitchen, as well.

Nancy Cohen, a former marketing and re-
tail manager who also oversees the synagogue 
gift shop, is “the presiding genius” of the 
bakery, Fitzerman says, serving as volunteer 
director and, until recently, oven master. She 
is the source of the chocolate-chip cookie 
recipe that started it all, as well as the two 
that followed, oatmeal raisin and the newest 
offering, sweet “sugartops,” with just a hint of 
lemon. (Incidentally, these are no little noshes, 
but quarter-pound helpings of richness.)

Cohen is equally passionate about the 
bakery staff. “This is our sugar-cookie 
queen,” Cohen said, introducing Kimberlee 
Koenig, an Altamonter who was loading 
the last ingredients into a massive mixer.

“If they’re not perfect, we don’t sell 
‘em,” Koenig said, detailing her process. 

“We don’t even put our name on ‘em.”
Koenig explains bluntly how much that 

sense of pride means: “You see, I used to be 
a street person. Not by choice – but by bad 
choices, mostly of men.” Now happily mar-
ried, she found the bakery two years ago and 
has only missed work two times – once due to 
pneumonia, the other following hernia surgery.

“You’ve come a long way, baby,” Cohen 
said.

Kimberly Ferry has worked in the bak-
ery from its beginning. Cohen remembers 
that first day – Ferry, following years of 
homelessness and mental health struggles, 
had trouble looking her in the eye. Now, 
between Tuesdays at Altamont and another 
job at a grocery store, she can afford her own 
apartment – and to buy her 13-year-old son 
a new pair of shoes. “I hadn’t bought him 
anything in a long time,” Ferry said, lips 
curling into a smile.
See “Baking” on page 11

Now Offering
Maui Teeth Whitening, 
Organic Spray Tanning

and Permanent Cosmetics

fferingNow Off
eningMaui Teeth White

• Hair care • Spray tanning
• Nail care • Waxing services
• Facial services • Massage therapy
• Body treatments • Babe Lash extensions
• Energy treatments • Permanent cosmetics

**Please call about our spa packages and wedding 
packages for the bride, bridesmaids and even the groom!

644-9123
4535 Old Vestal Rd., Vestal (Next to Mc Neil Music)

Mon. 10am - 5pm • Tue. - Fri. 9am - 8pm • Sat. 9am - 5pm

Check out our website for details! www.WhiteRoseDaySpa.com

644-9123
4535 Old Vestal Rd., Vestal (Next to Mc Neil Music)

Mon. 10am - 5pm • Tue. - Fri. 9am - 8pm • Sat. 9am - 5pm

Check out our website for details! www.WhiteRoseDaySpa.com

644-9123
4535 Old Vestal Rd., Vestal (Next to Mc Neil Music)

Mon. 10am - 5pm • Tue. - Fri. 9am - 8pm • Sat. 9am - 5pm

Check out our website for details! www.WhiteRoseDaySpa.com

Congratulations!
Your wedding is an occasion of 
meaningful commitment, and a 
time to celebrate. The White Rose 
Day Spa would like to be a part of 
your celebration. We will provide 
relaxation and make you feel and 
look beautiful for one of the most 
special days in your life.
Call today and speak to
our Bridal Consultant!

Now offering Maui Teeth Whitening, Organic Spray Tanning
and Permanent Cosmetics

423 East Main St., Endicott
          754-7221

Exceptional care from
kittenhood to the senior years!

THE  CAT DOCTOR
Susan M. Szczotka, DVM

Lynda Duckett, DVM

SHARON WITTE
NY STATE CERTIFIED AND

INSURED PERSONAL CARE AIDE
CARING FOR YOU AND

YOUR HOME, IN YOUR HOME
607-727-4534

Sharon Witte
NY State Certifi ed and

insured personal care aide

Caring for you and
Your home, in your home

607-727-4534

Studio and Classroom
10 Alice Street, Binghamton, NY 13904

607.748.2302
Consultations, Design Assistance, Gorgeous Selection

Emily@jablonstudios.com/www.jablonstudios.com
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Estate Solutions of the 
Southern Tier 
Specialty:  Estate sales, move management and 

downsizing
Name:  Megan Clark
Phone:  607-738-2574
E-mail:  beckme75@gmail.com
Hours:  By appointment

Estate Solutions of the Southern Tier recently celebrated 
its grand opening. Estate Solutions is an independent and 
family-owned business specializing in estate sales, move 
management, downsizing and other customizable services 
to suit your needs. 

Megan Clark and her family have returned to the Estate 
Liquidation and Senior Moving Business. Megan stated that 
they truly enjoy helping others, and while they have been 
serving the community for some time, they are glad to be 
officially re-opened under the new name. Once again, they 
are offering services that are solution-based and designed 
to help families navigate home transitions due to relocation, 
divorce, death or moving aging parents to senior housing. 

No matter the scope of your project, they can streamline the 
process, minimize stress and maximize returns. For more informa-
tion, call Estate Solutions of the Southern Tier at 607-738-2574.

Faith Sigler & Associates, 
Dedicated Financial Solutions
Specialty:  Retirement, Business Benefits and 

Investments
Location:  273 Riverside Dr.
 Johnson City, NY
Name:  Faith L. Sigler, LUTCF, CLTC
Phone:  607-240-5670
Fax:  607-240-5671
E-mail:  Faith@DedicatedFinancialSolutions.net
Website:  www.DedicatedFinancialSolutions.net
Hours:  By appointment

Faith Sigler, Financial Adviser, and the team at Ded-
icated Financial Solutions are a group of committed 
financial professionals who work with their clients to help 
organize and protect your financial future. They review 
the steps you already have taken and work to align your 
assets to protect against pitfalls and put you on track to 
achieve your goals.

Whether you are just starting out, preparing for retirement 
or already enjoying your golden years, have Faith and her 
team make sure you are taking advantage of the changes in 
investment vehicles, asset protection and beneficiary arenas.

They specialize in Retirement, Business Benefits and 
Investments. Rollovers, Brokerage Services, Money Man-
agement and Planning Services are also available.

Call Faith today at 607-240-5670 or 607-765-4882 
for a free consultation, portfolio analysis or to discuss 
employee benefits.

Jablon Studios 
Specialty:  Unlocking your creativity! Reconnecting 

to your creative self!
Location:  10 Alice St.
 Binghamton NY 13904
Owner:  Emily Jablon 
Phone:  607-748-2302
Fax:  607-348-1460
E-mail:  Emily@jablonstudios.com
Website:  www.Jablonstudios.com
Hours:  See online calendar at www.jablonstudios.

com
Jablon Studios offers fun, easy, creative, out-of-the-box 

studio projects for all ages and abilities. Mosaics, garden 
ornamentation, soap making, fusing glass classes, birthday 
parties, girls’ night out parties – you name it, Jablon Studios 
can do it! Projects are also perfect for intergenerational 
family gatherings and also for people with disabilities. Be 
careful – it’s addictive!

Jeanne’s T-Shirt & Memory 
Quilts
Specialty:  T-shirt and memory quilts
Location:  3 Crestmont Rd.
 Binghamton, NY 13905
Name:  Jeanne Baxter
Phone:  607-624-5896
E-mail:  jbaxter@baxtersdriving.com
Hours:  By appointment

Cozy up with an awesome t-shirt or memory quilt custom 
made by Jeanne Baxter.

“They are great for college dorms, wall hangings, lap 
quilts and sweet memories!” says Jeanne. “I use high quality 
fabrics, sushings and boarders, and the back is finished with 
printed or plain fabrics. You choose the size. It’s simple to 
order – just send me your favorite t-shirts or memories and I 
will custom-make an original quilt for that special someone.”

a lot of Jews of my generation who are very, 
very unhappy with Israel, but who, on the other 
hand, have no trust [in] antisemitic, anti-Zionist 
extremist groups representing Palestinians or 
political Islam or things like that. I don’t think 
my position is actually so small.”

Polls show young Jews growing more critical 
of Israeli policy. While three-quarters of Jews over 
50 feel attached to Israel, according to a 2013 
Pew Research Center study of American Jewry, 
only 60 percent of Jews aged 18-29 feel attached. 
Among that demographic, only 26 percent said 
Israel is making a sincere effort toward peace.

“There’s no question that liberal American 
Jews are increasingly uncomfortable with Israel,” said Steven 
Cohen, a Jewish social policy professor at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, who attributed part 
of the distancing from Israel to a broader disaffiliation with 
Jewish life. “Unfortunately, people tend not to distinguish 
the government from the country from the ideology, and 
legitimate criticism of government policy often flows over 
to alienation from the country and disavowal of Zionism.”

Sarna said discontent with Israel among American Jews 
could be situational, having to do with the distrust between 
President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. He also dismissed the notion that criti-
cism of Israel is unwelcome in Jewish intellectual circles. 
“American Jews are always happier when the president of 
the United States and the prime minister of Israel are on 
very good terms,” he told JTA. “When Bill Clinton and 
Yitzhak Rabin were on the best of terms, they were very 
happy. That could happen again.”

But Diner, who has written extensively about Diaspora 
Jewry and the American Jewish experience in particular, 
would prefer a more fundamental shift among American 
Jewry: One where Zionism is one of several “icons of 
Jewish identity,” not the predominant one. “There was a 
time when there was a much broader and bigger conver-
sation,” she said. “That’s become less and less possible.”

Hasia Diner 
(Screenshot from 

YouTube)

Does an American Jewish historian’s rejection of Zionism 
signal broader trend?

By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) – Hasia Diner is one of the most 

acclaimed American Jewish historians in the country. A 
product of the Habonim Dror Zionist youth movement, she 
is a former Fulbright Professor at the University of Haifa 
in Israel. Now, she’s calling Zionism a “naive delusion” 
and says she feels uncomfortable entering a synagogue 
that celebrates its support for Israel.

Diner’s op-ed discussing her disillusion, which appeared 
on August 1 on the website of the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, 
immediately stirred passionate and angry responses among 
readers, including her fellow academics. It also raised the 
question whether her distancing from Israel makes her an 
outlier, or reflects a growing trend among American Jews, 
in general, and the Jewish academic elite in particular.

Diner, who directs New York University’s Goldstein-Goren 
Center for American Jewish History, writes in her op-ed that she 
stopped being a Zionist in 2010, and now feels uncomfortable 
visiting many American Jewish institutions because of their 
support for Israel. She blames Zionism for the disappearance 
of “vast numbers of Jewish communities.” She condemns 
Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, as well as the growth 
of its haredi and right-wing sectors.

Israel “is a place that I abhor visiting, and to which I 
will contribute no money, whose products I will not buy, 
nor will I expend my limited, but still to me, meaningful, 
political clout to support it,” Diner writes.

“The Law of Return can no longer look to me as anything 
other than racism,” she writes, referring to the Israeli law 
that bestows automatic citizenship on immigrants with at 
least one Jewish grandparent.

In a later portion of the op-ed, co-written with Babson 
College history professor Marjorie Feld, Diner writes that 
their renouncing of Zionism signals a broader trend in the 
American Jewish community. More and more Jews, they 
imply, do not support Israel. “Though we certainly do not 
claim to speak for all American Jews, as scholars we know 
we are a part of something much larger, something that, 
we assert, should be shaking the foundation of American 

Jewish leaders,” they write. “There is a growing 
gap between these leaders and the people for 
whom they claim to speak.”

The oped has certainly shaken the foundation 
of one American Jewish scholar: historian Jona-
than Sarna, who penned a response to the op-ed 
on August 2 in Haaretz. Both acclaimed in their 
field, Sarna and Diner each published histories 
of American Jewry in 2004. Sarna accused 
Diner and Feld of believing “demonic” myths 
about Israel and wrote that they “sacrifice truth 
to advance their newfound ideology.”

“Diner and Feld’s current view is at least as 
much a ‘naive delusion’ as the earlier one that 
they rejected,” he wrote. “Sadly, instead of drawing serious, 
nuanced, scholarly lessons from history, they have provided 
us with just what they claim Israel’s supporters once gave 
them: propaganda.”

Diner told JTA Zionism was once “one of the most import-
ant parts of my existence” and that her shift away from it has 
been “painful.” As late as 2014, she signed on as a founding 
member of the academic advisory council of The Third Narra-
tive, a pro-peace initiative of Ameinu, the progressive Zionist 
alliance. But she feels that speaking out is necessary and that 
she speaks for a wide swath of American Jews.

“It’s the kind of thing people whisper about in metaphor-
ical terms,” she said. “The younger one is, the more one is 
negative about this conflict of [being] Jewish and Israel, 
and the kind of politics that come out of Israel and the like. 
I think there is an enormous world out there of American 
Jews who are not at all far from this position.”

Diner and Feld aren’t the first American Jewish academics 
this year to publicly advocate criticism of Israel. In October, 
Harvard University government professor Steven Levitsky 
and Yale University economics and law professor Glen Weyl 
wrote an op-ed in The Washington Post supporting a boycott 
of Israel on the grounds that it would be the only way to 
meaningfully advance the peace process. “I feel like I’m 
part of a silent large minority,” Weyl, 31, told JTA. “There’s 

Creative Balloon Decorating

• Tables
• Chairs
• Archways
• Candelabras

• Linen
• China
• Glassware
• Flatware

• Mirrors
• Lighting
• Fountains
• and much more

Party Rentals 

1029-1043 Front Street (1/2 mile north of B.C.C.)

Birthdays parties, retirement parties, business meetings, 
bridal and baby showers and casino nights, and more!

Have your party at our place!
Enjoy all the same great rentals 

available at Taylor Rental, but none 
of the hassle of using your own home.

238-1599
Or Yours. . .

773-1462

of Binghamton

Party At Our Place. . .
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Kristys Imagination 
Photography
Specialty:  Weddings, portraits, special events, 

seniors, pets
Name:  Kristy Johnston
Phone:  607-221-1225
E-mail:  kristyphotography@gmail.com
Website:  www.kristyhusbandphotography.com
Hours:     By appointment only

Kristys Imagination Photography is a locally owned 
business in the Binghamton region providing on-location 
photography services for any occasion, such as weddings, 
portraits or other special events. Sessions are done on lo-
cation by appointment only, and provide you with quality 
photography services in the comfort of your own home or 
the location of your choice.

“I have always had a passion for photography and there-
fore decided to pursue it as a career,” says owner Kristy 
Johnston. “I truly enjoy what I do as a photographer. I get to 
capture some of life’s most important and precious moments.”

Offering a variety of products and photography services, 
Kristys Imagination Photography is your professional 
on-location photographer.

For more information, call 607-221-1225 or e-mail kris-
typhotography@gmail.com. You can also see a portfolio and 
more information at www.kristyhusbandphotography.com.

Liz & Paul Gabel
Specialty:  Walter filtration units
Location:  Binghamton, NY
Name:  Liz and Paul Gabel
Phone:  607-589-7323
E-mail:  thriveonkangenwater@gmail.com
Hours:  By appointment

Is your tap water or bottled water as healthy and safe as 
you would like? Probably not.

Do you have illnesses or lack energy? The “Kangen 
Electrolyzed Reduced Waters” unit filters out harmful 
chemicals and impurities. Through electrolysis, the water 
is packed with antioxidant, alkaline pH and super-hydration 
properties. The water will detoxify and flush your body of 
toxins and acidic wastes, while the antioxidants will fight 
against cellular damage and aging. Better hydration at a 
cellular level supports total health. These waters help the 
body heal itself!

You will have seven pH levels of water for different uses. 
You can clean your inner body, your home and your food! 
Dependable and affordable, the units have been produced 
in Japan for more than 40 years and used in 172 countries. 
Schedule your demonstration today!

Lost Dog Café
Specialty:  Eclectic food and a friendly atmosphere
Location:  222 Water St., Suite 101
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Names:  Elizabeth Hughes and Marie McKenna, 

co-owners
Phone:  607-771-6063
Website:  www.lostdogcafe.net
Facebook:  Lost Dog Café Binghamton
Hours:  Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am-10 pm, closed Sun. 

Lost Dog Café debuted October 21, 1994, in a funky 
old garage on Main Street with a love of good food, good 
people and a strong sense of community as inspiration. In 
April 1997, the café moved to 222 Water St., downtown 
Binghamton. The café has become a favorite place for lunch, 
dinner or just hanging out, and features live music, poetry 
readings, art exhibits and charity events. 

In June 2012, the Lost Dog opened a lounge and addi-
tional catering space accommodating 80 seated guests and 
140 for cocktail parties. In March 2004, Lost Dog Café was 
inducted into the Small Business Development Center’s 
Small Business Hall of Fame. The owners of Lost Dog 
Café were also awarded the Small Business Association’s 
Excellence Award in April 2004 and Greater Binghamton 
Chamber Business Persons of Year Award in 2012.

Nancy Basmann Photography
Specialty:  Portraits, bar mitzvah, real estate/

architecture; street portraiture for art 
galleries

Location:  4816 Country Club Rd. 
 Vestal NY 13850
Name:  Nancy Basmann
Phone:  607-731-1626
E-mail:  nancy@nancybasmann.com
Website:  nancybasmann.com     
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. and Sun. 10 am-noon, 2-6 pm

“I am not the usual photographer,” notes Nancy Bas-
mann. “I joined Professional Photographers of America, 
passed their arduous certification program that covers the 
techniques of portrait photography, and won their degree 
of Master of Photography, a recognition of technical and 
artistic merit. To my clients, I bring the eye and the skill of 
an artistic and capable photographer. My job as a portrait 
photographer is to discover what my clients want to show. 
My consultations are sociable and my shoots are enjoyable. 
My output runs the gamut of papers with linen and other 
textured sprays, as well as prints on metal and canvas, or 
in acrylic blocks.”

Shaul Bassi, the Merchant in Venice Project director 
and coordinator of the Venice Ghetto 500th anniversary 
committee, on the Ghetto Nuovo bridge in Venice, Italy. 
(Photo by Ruth Ellen Gruber)

Venice Continued from page 6
probably never met a Jew. And yet, over the centuries, the 
fictional Shylock has arguably become the most famous, 
and notorious, Venetian Jew of all times, overshadowing 
real history and real personalities.

Ca’ Foscari professor Shaul Bassi, the coordinator of the 
Venice Ghetto 500th anniversary committee set up by the 
Jewish community and the city, calls Shylock “an imagi-
nary figure that has been haunting this place for centuries.”

Ginsburg’s grandson, actor Paul Spera, played Lorenzo 
in the production. On July 27, Ginsburg presided over a 
mock appeal by Shylock against the judgment brought 
by Shakespeare’s Venetian court. Before hundreds of 
sweltering spectators in the main hall of the Scuola di San 
Rocco, Ginsburg and four other judges, including U.S. 
Ambassador to Italy John R. Phillips, ruled in Shylock’s 
favor, ordering his forced conversion nullified and his 
fortune returned.

The anniversary events kicked off on March 29, mark-
ing 500 years since the day the Venetian Senate, under 
the Doge Leonardo Loredan, ordered the 700 or so Jews 
in the city to be enclosed in a cramped area that had once 
been the site of a foundry – “geto” in the Venetian dialect. 
It was the first time that European rulers segregated Jews 
behind locked gates.

Jewish leaders in Venice have stressed that the anniver-
sary events aren’t a “celebration,” but a time for reflection. 
“We are not celebrating that there was the ghetto, but the 

creative response of Jews and their allies to the limitation 
of liberty to which they were subjected,” Bassi said.

“We are looking at the past to build our future,” he 
added. “The anniversary gives us visibility. The follow-up 
is the big challenge.”

How to do this – and what to do – remains an open question. 

The ghetto, with its five synagogues, nursing home, kosher 
restaurants, Jewish archives, Jewish museum and other 
Jewish institutions, remains what Bassi called the “beating 
heart of Jewish Venice.” Yet the Jewish community in Venice 
today numbers fewer than 450 people. Few of them live in 
the ghetto neighborhood, and their numbers are dwarfed 
by the thousands of tourists who visit the ghetto each year.

Bassi and other Jewish leaders hope that the visibility 
brought by the anniversary will pique international interest 
that will bring Jews and others to Venice – not as tourists 
but as students, scholars and artists who will stay for longer 
periods and interact with local Jews. “The Venice Jewish 
community should be a point of reference for people who 
decide to come here and stay for a semester or a year of 
study,” said Venice’s chief rabbi, Scialom Bahbout, who 
hopes to foster an exchange program of religious scholarship 
and also reach out to unaffiliated Jews.

Other plans include revamping the Jewish Museum as 
an international center and hub of the revitalized ghetto. 
“The responses are varied – to have cultural events, Jew-
ish education, restore buildings,” said Lenore Rosenberg 
Bahbout, Bahbout’s wife, who was born in the U.S.

“There are a lot of different solutions, but that’s what gives 
this whole experience a meaning,” she said. “People are going 
to have to talk about it. Something like the ‘Merchant,’ the 
exhibit, conferences – if they can raise awareness of what 
the Ghetto meant in the past – that’s a jumping off place.”
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Office of Amy R. Cousins, M.D.
Aphrodite Medical PLLC
Specialty:  Well woman care and abortion
Location:  149 Vestal Parkway W.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Amy R. Cousins, M.D.
Phone:  607-785-4171 or 1-800-676-9011
Website:  www.AmyCousinsMD.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm, Sat. 10 am-2 pm

Dr. Amy Cousins has been providing gynecological care 
and abortion services since 1989. She has cared for women 
on Medicaid and those who lack insurance with the help of 
the Aphrodite Access Fund. 

“Sometimes women need funds for a taxi or gas to get 
home, or for a portion of the fee,” said Peg Johnston, manager 
of Dr. Cousins’ office. “Lately, women’s needs are increasing 
and Medicaid reimbursement is substantially below costs, 
so we are gratefully accepting donations to the Aphrodite 
Access Fund.” Donations in any amount may be sent to PO 
Box 642, Vestal, NY 13851.

Phantom Chef Catering 
Specialty:  Phantom Chef Catering is a full service 

catering company, specializing in catering, 
personal chef services, private events 
and cooking classes tailored to your 
individualized needs.

Name:  Michelle Bank
Phone:  607-765-2408 
E-mail:  info@phantomchefcatering.com
Website:  www.phantomchefcatering.com
Hours:  Variable

Phantom Chef Catering is owned and operated by Chef 
Michelle Bank. Michelle, an Honors graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of America, has always had a passion for creating 
elegant and flavorful food. A native of South Africa, Michelle 
has tasted her way around the world, sampling the foods 
and flavors of many different cultures. These experiences, 
in addition to her extensive training in a variety of cooking 
styles and cuisines, make Michelle an expert at customizing 
menus to please anyone’s palette. 

Phantom Chef Catering is a full service catering company, 
focusing on the personalization of your events. Whether 
you’re planning an intimate dinner for two or a special 
occasion for two hundred, the menu is tailored to meet your 
culinary tastes and your budget.

Michelle is also familiar with the laws of kashrut and is 
available for catering kosher functions.

RealtyUSA – Suzanne (Sue) 
Krause
Specialty:  Residential real estate and investment 

properties
Location:  4747 Vestal Parkway East
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Suzanne (Sue) Krause, Licensed Associate 

Real Estate Broker
Phones:  607-772-1177
 607-760-3366 (cell)
E-mail:  skrause@realtyusa.com
Website:  www.RealtyUSA.com

Sue Krause is a licensed associate real estate broker 
with RealtyUSA in Vestal. Sue specializes in residential 
real estate, investment property and assisting people who 
are relocating to this area.

She is an experienced Realtor. She worked in California 
and Massachusetts before becoming a Realtor in the Greater 
Binghamton area. Sue returned to real estate in 2007, after 
spending many years as a successful healthcare consultant. 
She is a consistent multi-million dollar producer and Pres-
ident’s Council member. Sue serves on the Board of the 
Binghamton Youth Symphony.

“Call Sue Krause to buy or sell your house.”

ReFabulous Furnishings 
Specialty:  Consignment furniture
Location:  2231 Vestal Parkway West
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Julie Monaco
Phone:  607-239-4960
E-mail:  refabulousfurnishings@gmail.com
Website:  www.refabfurnishings.com
Facebook:  ReFabulous Furnishings
Hours:  Mon. 10 am-6 pm, Tues -Thurs. 10 am-7 

pm, Fri,-Sat, 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 12-4 pm
ReFabulous Furnishings is a full service consignment 

furniture store offering upscale consignment furniture and 
accessories including lamps, wall art and unique accent 
pieces. ReFabulous Furnishings sells anything that has 
anything to do with home décor, and have a wide variety 
of items for any style. The store also takes older more worn 
pieces and ReFab them, so there are usually several newly 
painted and refinished pieces in stock as well.

If you are interested in selling your items, ReFabulous 
Furnishings’ mission is to create a win/win situation between 
the cosigner and buyer by focusing on getting as much 
money in the consignor’s account as possible, while at the 
same time making sure all their furniture is sold by the end 
of the 90 days. You can review the consignment terms on 
the store’s website, www.refabfurnishings.com.

Colorado’s Camp Ramah builds bridges by 
welcoming Jewish-Mexicans

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman
JNS.org

This year, after several years of planning 
and considering, Colorado’s Ramah in the 
Rockies Jewish summer camp is building a 
bridge between the camp and the Conserva-
tive Bet El Synagogue in Mexico City. More 
than 20 Jewish-Mexican campers, three 
counselors and Bet El spiritual leader Rabbi 
Leonel Levy spent two weeks from July 
20 to August 2 at the camp, joining bunks, 
taking part in traditional camp activities 
and sharing some traditions of their own.

“Hachnasat orchim [welcoming guests] 
is a big Jewish value, and I cannot think 
of a better way to express that value than 
to welcome any kid who would want to 
come to our camp,” says Rabbi Eliav Bock, 
founding director of the camp.

Bock’s relationship with Mexico’s Levy 
started several years ago when they met on 
Bock’s vacation to Mexico. They hit it off 
immediately and excitement grew about 
Ramah hosting Mexican campers. But 
funds and other challenges meant that only a 
handful of students have managed to come. 

This year, Levy got organized and raised 
money. “It’s expensive for Mexicans,” says 
Levy, who also arranged a group flight and 

Mexican Jewish campers at Colorado’s Ramah in the Rockies. (Photo courtesy of Mexico 
City’s Congregation Bet El)

other transportation to the camp. Mexico City 
is more than 1,700 miles away from Ramah. 

During the two weeks of the Mexican 
campers’ attendance, Ramah hung a Mexi-
can flag alongside the traditional Israeli and 

American flags. Levy led Spanish-language 
prayer services, and the camp integrated the 
Spanish language and other opportunities 
for Mexican campers to share their culture 
with the camp. 

One night, the Mexican campers joined 
the kitchen staff to whip up traditional 
Mexican cuisine. “They made real Mexican 
food,” said Bock. “It was awesome.”

American counselor Mikaela Gerwin 
staffed a four-day camping trip with a mix 
of Mexican, Israeli and U.S. campers. The 
first night, the campers talked about their 
hometowns. Though language was a barrier, 
they tried to compare and contrast their 
lives. “In the beginning, language made it 
difficult,” says Gerwin. “But by the end of 
the trip, the boys were building a bridge 
together – without speaking. They played 
this game where someone would ask a 
student who spoke a different language a 
question he couldn’t understand. And the 
camper would have to answer yes or no 
– sometimes it was really funny, like ‘Do 
you like eating dessert for breakfast?’ They 
would all start giggling.”

For Mexican camper Dalia Stosen-
nacher, 16, the experience was religiously 
eye-opening. While Ramah is a Conser-
vative camp – and Stosennacher comes 
from a Conservative family – she says 
observance is strikingly different. “The 
Mexican Conservative synagogue is way 
See “Camp” on page 13
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Swags and Slipcovers
Specialty:  Custom window treatments and slipcovers
Location:  45 Clark Ave.
 Binghamton, NY 13901
Name:  Kathy Ritter
Phone:  607-648-3358
E-mail:  kathy@swagsandslipcovers.com
Website:  www.swagsandslipcovers.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. by appointment

Swags and Slipcovers will help you beautify your 
home by providing custom window treatments, slipcovers, 
upholstery and accessories, such as pillows, cushions and 
bedding. There are many styles of window treatments, such 
as swags, panels, valances and shades. Manufactured cellular 
and pleated shades are also available. Kathy will assist you 
in choosing the right treatment depending on your need for 
privacy, light control or just to beautify your home. 

Slipcovers are custom fit and add new life to your fur-
niture. Decorative trims can be incorporated to create a 
unique look. Swags and Slipcovers offers a free one hour, 
in-home consultation, with a large selection of quality fab-
rics to choose from. View projects created by Swags and 
Slipcovers at www.swagsandslipcovers.com.

The Cat Doctor
Specialty:  A full service veterinary hospital 

providing medical, surgical, dental and 
behavioral care for cats of all ages. 

Location:  423 East Main St.
 Endicott, NY 13760
Owner:  Susan M. Szczotka, D.V.M.
Associate:  Lynda Duckett, D.V.M.
Phone:  754-7221
Hours:  Mon. and Fri. 8 am-5 pm, Tues. and 

Thurs. 12:30-8 pm, Wed. 8 am-3 pm, Sat. 
8:30 am-12:30 pm

The Cat Doctor is celebrating 21 years of caring for cats 
and their people.

The doctors and staff at The Cat Doctor recognize that 
cats are important family members and treat each individual 
with special attention to their age, temperament and health 
conditions. Preventive medicine is practiced by providing 
complete physical examinations, behavioral counseling, 
dental care, diet management and appropriate vaccinations. 
The hospital recently expanded its x-ray capabilities and 
can now provide instant, superior quality, digital x-rays as 
well as digital dental x-rays for detecting early tooth disease 
below the gumline. When illness does occur, thorough and 
caring medical and surgical treatment is tailored to each 
patient. Said Dr. Szczotka, “We treat your cat like our own 
because we really do love cats.”

The Homesteads, LLC
Specialty:  Assisted living alternative
Location:  6 Main St.
 Apalachin, NY 13732
Names:  Connie Barton, Lynette VanDriesen and 

Michelle Bell 
Phone:  607-625-3658
E-mail:  thehomesteadsllc@aol.com
Website:  www.thehomesteadsllc.com
Hours:  27/7

The Homesteads are owned and operated by a family of 
professional women. Connie Barton and daughters Lynette 
VanDriesen and Michelle Bell have worked together for 
25 years to provide loving, quality long-term care for their 
clients in an assisted living alternative. The Homesteads 
are small homes in which no more than six clients reside 
with a well-trained family of caregivers. Not only are the 
clients in a home environment, but the ratio of caregivers to 
clients is one caregiver to four clients – unheard of in large 
facilities. Individual care includes activities, transportation, 
medicine management, special outings, personal care aid, 
room, board (home cooked meals and special diets are pro-
vided), supervision and 24-hour aid with personal needs. 
Staff work closely with each client’s physicians and have 
additional professionals come into the homes to provide 
PT, OT, podiatry and hair styling.

Sharon Witte
Specialty:  New York State Certified Personal Care Aide
Location:  2206 Witherill St.
 Endicott, NY 13760
Name: Sharon Witte
Phone:  607-727-4534
E-mail:  SWitte1020@aol.com
Hours:  Care provided 24/7

Several years ago, Sharon Witte trained to become a  
hospice volunteer care giver. “I found the position to be 
very satisfying and felt good about what I was doing for 
the hospice patients,” says Sharon. “I decided to seek work 
as an aide in the health care field.” In December 2014, she 
began training as a New York State Certified Personal Care 
Aide. After completing her training and testing, Sharon 
started her own business.

 “My goal is to help people stay in their homes as long as 
possible by providing care and assistance to the individual 
in their own home. I am self-employed and private pay, so I 
have few restrictions as to the services I am able to perform 
on your behalf.”

Sharon can put together a team of care givers for those 
requiring continual care. References upon request. 

Taylor Rental/Celebrations of 
Binghamton
Specialty:  Party Rental and Balloon Decorations
Location:  1043 Front St. (½ mile north of BCC)
 Binghamton, NY
Name:  Emily Gaudinier
Phone:  607-773-1462
Website:  www.taylorrentalofbinghamton.com
E-mail:  emily@trbinghamton.com
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am-3 pm, 

Sun. 9 am-3 pm (closed on Sundays 
November-May)

Remember driving your child home from a friend’s 
birthday party that reminded you more of a carnival rather 
than a birthday party? He had a smile from ear to ear the 
whole way home, a smile that you couldn’t forget.

Turning an ordinary birthday party into a memory that 
will last a lifetime is what Emily from Taylor Rental of 
Binghamton has been doing for more than 20 years. “When 
people think of Taylor Rental, they immediately think about 
tools, tables, tents and chairs. Many customers are surprised 
to hear we also carry costumes, concession equipment, games 
and inflatable bounces,” says Emily. From balloon décor 
to a frozen slushi machine, Taylor Rental of Binghamton’s 
party inventory is large and varied.

Visit Emily to start renting your way to your next memory, 
or call the party professionals at 773-1462.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – It’s wise to guard your mobile device as you 

would your checkbook or wallet. To learn how to protect 
your privacy and security when you make mobile payments, 
go to www.consumerfed.org/mobilepayments.

The synagogue volunteers baking 
alongside the Altamonters say the 
impact on their lives has also been 
profound. “I love it – I love the people 
we work with,” gushed Jamie Siegel, 
a mother of four. “It’s the one thing 
in my week that I really couldn’t give 
up. I really feel like I’m getting more 
out of it than I’m giving.”

Dennis Johnson, a retired project 
manager, was active in a weekly To-
rah study at the synagogue when he 
first heard about Altamont. That was 
a year-and-a-half ago, and he hasn’t 
missed a Tuesday since. “As long I’m able and as long as 
they need me, I’ll be here,” he said. “It’s a good mitzvah.”

Since its inception in 2011, the bakery has sold more 
than 150,000 cookies, at $2 each. The profits cover sal-
aries and supplies; the synagogue underwrites the use of 
the kitchen and Fitzerman raises outside funds to replace 
equipment and make capital improvements. Anonymous 
donors furnished two new high-end ovens that can bake up 

Karra Beck, left, works at Altamont every week, 
and Mary Nixon is a former employee. (Photo 
courtesy of Congregation B’nai Emunah)

Baking Continued from page 7
to 220 cookies in 14 minutes.

For the second consecutive year, 
the Altamont has been recognized by 
Slingshot, a fund that supports and 
promotes innovative Jewish initia-
tives across the country. “This type 
of collaborative endeavor serves as 
a model for successful partnerships 
between religious institutions and 
government agencies,” the evaluation 
reads, “and shows how the repurpos-
ing of synagogue assets can impact 
an entire community.”

The Altamont Bakery hopes to 
see its impact grow both in Tulsa, by increasing sales and 
adding more shifts and workers as the kitchen schedule 
allows – B’nai Emunah’s 150-student preschool also 
uses the kitchen – and beyond. Synagogue administra-
tor Betty Lehman said she recently fielded a call from a 
congregation in Indiana that was interested in launching 
its own program.

Even the product line is expanding. Cohen has been 

fine-tuning a “centennial cookie” to be introduced this 
year, celebrating the synagogue’s 100th anniversary. After 
testing nearly 20 formulas, she’ll reveal only that it will 
likely be a version of “double fudge.”

Fitzerman is thrilled, but cautions his model is not easy 
magic. “In our initial flood of arrogant do-gooderism, we 
felt that we would be able to change the lives of our bakers,” 
the rabbi said. “We’ve held some of them in this project 
for four consecutive years, but many more have moved 
through the kitchen for a short period and then wander on 
to other things. We understand that we will fail as often as 
we succeed. Our goal is to do as much as we can without 
expecting miraculous transformation.”

Yet for bakers like Koenig, the change is evident. 
Through the bakery, she has developed confidence and 
friendships, broadened her social network and gotten her 
foot in the door at a local supermarket, where she now 
also earns a wage as a cashier and bagger. But working 
in the “cookie factory,” Koenig said, is still “the best job.

“I’ve been very fortunate – God has blessed me,” she 
added, as the mixer began to whir. “And the cookies are 
amazing.”

Wall and other Portraits
Nancy Basmann,

Photographic Artist 
National Award Winner

At the location of your choice
Website: nancybasmann.com

607-731-1626

Family and other Portraits
Nancy Basmann,

Photographic Artist 
National Award Winner
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607-731-1626

607.754.9870
Women’s OB/GYN Associates
401 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Johnson City, NY 13790

my.womensobgyn.info

s

New Year Greetings from

Melodye’s personal warmth and extensive knowledge
helps patients interested in holistic approaches to
women’s health care.
She is now accepting new patients who are seeking:
•  Traditional and Holistic Gynecology
•  Early Pregnancy Care
•  Birth Control Options including IUD's and Nexplanon
•  Infertility Counseling and Testing
•  Menopausal Support with Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
•  Weight Management
 Melodye Onysko offers the area's
 only Optifast program including
 Advanced Body Composition and
 other Nutritional Supplements!

Dr. Carol Miller,
Dr. Marianne Davis and

Karen Castoro FNP

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
is pleased to welcome

Melodye Onysko,
ANP, CNM
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TL Interiors
Specialty:  Custom design, personal and professional 

service
Owner/Interior Designer/Event Planner: Terry Ludwig
Location:  PO Box 863
 Vestal, NY 13850
Phone:  607-761-0601
Fax  607-785-2872 
E-mail:  TLInteriorsLLC@stny.rr.com
Website:  www.TLInteriors.com
Hours:  By appointment

“I love creating environments that inspire my clients,” 
says Terry Ludwig, owner of TL Interiors. “Understanding 
their individual desires and aspirations, and creating the 
ideal space or individual piece to help manifest and sustain 
their dreams and objectives is my motivation.”

Terry has been serving residential and commercial 
interior design needs for 30 years. She provides com-
prehensive design and project supervision for homes 
and businesses. She provides floor plans, designs and 
elevations for construction and fabrication requirements, 
reflected ceiling plans, specifications and procurement of 
materials, fixtures, appliances and accessories needed to 
complete your project. She also creates beautiful custom 
window treatments. 

In addition to design, Terry is also an inspirational speaker 
and columnist, and volunteers her design expertise to create 
healing environments for A Room to Heal and Make a Wish 
Foundation.

Warren Real Estate – Susan G. 
Stephens, Licensed Associate 
Real Estate Broker, ABR®, 
SRES®, GRI
Specialty:  Residential real estate, new construction, 

relocation specialist, land
Location:  3456 Vestal Parkway, East
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Susan G. Stephens, Licensed Associate 

Real Estate Broker, ABR®, SRES®, GRI
Office:  607-217-5673
Cell:  607-725-8258
Fax:  607-238-7344
E-mail:  SueStephens@Warrenhomes.com
Website:  www.suestephensrealtor.com
Hours:  By appointment

Whatever your real estate needs, Susan “Sue” Ste-
phens can assist you. Sue, Licensed Associate Real 
Estate Broker, ABR®, SRES®, GRI, is a Relocation 
Specialist, Multi-Million Dollar Producer and Award 
Winning Agent with Warren Real Estate. She provides 
full-time real estate services for buyers and sellers at 
all price levels, and has the regional knowledge and 
proven track record necessary to successfully help you 
buy or sell a home or land.

Leadership. Experience. Results.

White Rose Day Spa & Hair 
Design
Specialty:  Providing the ultimate journey of 

rejuvenation through relaxation
Location:  4535 Old Vestal Rd.
 Vestal, NY 13850
Name:  Karen Latta
Phone:  607-644-9123
Fax:  607-754-0502
E-mail:  info@whiterosedayspa.com
Website:  www.whiterosedayspa.com
Facebook:  White Rose Day Spa
Hours:  Mon. 10 am-5 pm, Tues-Fri. 9 am-8 pm, 

Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. by appointment only
White Rose Day Spa and Hair Design, located at 4535 Old 

Vestal Rd., has a private party room for bridal and birthday 
parties, girls’ day out, little girl parties and corporate fun days.

“We’ve added a few new treatments: Permanent Cosmet-
ics, Babe Lash Extensions, Aviva Spray Tanning and Maui 
Teeth Whitening,” says owner Karen Latta. “Our color line 
for hair is Pravana. We also carry Pravana Hair Care, Aveda 
Hair Care and Surface products by Goldwell. Our skin care 
department, headed by Joy Ingraham, uses Rhonda Allison 
products. Our most popular facial is the HydraFacial for all 
skin types, which targets sun damage, wrinkles, oily skin, 
rosacea and blemishes. We carry FarmHouse Fresh products, 
which are vegan and gluten free.”

White Rose has been voted the Best Day Spa for 14 years 
by the Press & Sun-Bulletin. See it on Facebook.

Women’s OB/GYN Associates
Specialty:  Women’s healthcare
Location:  401 Main St., 1st Floor
 Johnson City, NY 13790
Names:  Dr. Carol Miller, Dr. Marianne (Shantillo) 

Davis, Karen Castoro FNP and Melodye 
Onysko ANP, CNM

Phone:  607-754-9870
Fax:  607-785-9862 
Website:  my.womensobgyn.info
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WomensOBGYN/
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. by appointment

Women’s OB/GYN Associates serves patients with indi-
vidual attention and caring excellence. The team of providers 
offers care in the following areas: routine gynecologic exams, 
obstetrical care, menopause, incontinence, osteoporosis, 
contraception, advanced body composition, the area’s only 
Optifast weight loss program and more. Dr. Marianne (Shan-
tillo) Davis has a special interest in adolescent health care 
and working with patients experiencing infertility. Karen 
Castoro shares her enthusiasm for healthy living and wellness 
to encourage those in her care. Melodye Onysko shares her 
expertise in holistic health care and weight management 
support. Dr. Carol Miller is committed to promoting women’s 
health through a healthy diet and lifestyle.

To learn more about these women’s healthcare providers, 
to book your Advanced Body Composition and Optifast 
consultation, or to contact the office of Women’s OB/GYN 
Associates, visit my.womensobgyn.info and “Like” their 
page on Facebook.

The Reporter
Specialty:     Advertising
Location:  500 Clubhouse Rd.
      Vestal, NY 13850
Name:      Bonnie Rozen
Phone:     607-724-2360, ext. 244
Fax:  607-724-2311
E-mail:    bonnie@thereportergroup.org
Website:  www.thereportergroup.org
Hours:     Mon.-Thurs., 10:30 am-5 pm, Fri. 10:30 

am-4 pm
With 49 years’ experience in sales, and celebrating 21 

years at The Reporter this coming October, Bonnie truly 
enjoys working with people to get the word out about their 
businesses, and helping them to create the look they want 
for their print ads.  “Satisfaction guaranteed” is her mantra.

“I feel a great sense of responsibility to my clients and 
to our community,” says Bonnie. 

Bonnie is the current president and the past treasurer of 
Success Network, a business association in the Twin Tiers 
of New York since 1998. 

Call her today to discuss options for advertising in The 
Reporter and in its sister papers: The New Jewish Voice 
in Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, CT; Connections 
in Western CT; The Reporter in Scranton, PA; and Jewish 
Observer in Syracuse, NY.

Did you know?
(NAPSA) – If you know of an individual or organization 

with an innovative idea for helping older Americans get back 
to work, you can go to www.aarp.org/incomegrants to learn 
more about the AARP Foundation Income Grants Program 
that offers funding.

The ADL, says Greenblatt, has reached out to the cam-
paign directly several times. “We think there have been 
opportunities when he could be doing a lot more to speak 
forcefully about why antisemitism and bigotry has no place 
in a political campaign,” Greenblatt told JTA. “What we 
can definitely say with a high degree of certainty is that 
we’ve seen a mainstreaming of intolerance, and many of the 
people who are bringing this into the public conversation 
are self-identified white nationalists and are trafficking in 
some of the worst antisemitic stereotypes.”

Other legacy Jewish organizations have criticized 
Trump’s controversial remarks against minorities, but have 
been more circumspect about calling him out directly. An 
August 3 statement from the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs said the group was “dismayed at presidential can-
didates’ statements,” but didn’t say which candidates or 
which statements.

The ADL has no such qualms. Since Trump launched 

ADL Continued from page 5
his campaign, the ADL has released at least a dozen 
statements criticizing him and urging him to distance 
himself from his racist supporters, including former Ku 
Klux Klan leader David Duke. In March, due to what 
Greenblatt called Trump’s “penchant to slander minori-
ties, slur refugees, dismiss First Amendment protections 
and cheer on violence,” the group redirected $56,000 
in past donations from Trump to its anti-racism and 
anti-bullying programs.

This is not a first for the group. Greenblatt said the 
ADL criticized segregationist George Wallace’s 1968 
campaign. This year, the group has also criticized Dem-
ocratic candidate Bernie Sanders’ exaggerating the death 
toll in the 2014 Gaza war, and Republican candidate Mike 
Huckabee’s equating President Barack Obama to a Nazi. 
But Trump, more than anyone, has been the target of the 
ADL’s political statements.

“Over the years, if you look at the statements we’ve 

made, including this election, they’re very even-handed,” 
Greenblatt said. “We spoke out about these things because, 
again, bigotry in all forms, whether it’s directed against 
Latinos or immigrants or Muslims or refugees, we find 
it reprehensible.”

Even with the stirrings of white supremacism around 
Trump, Greenblatt stressed that overall, antisemitism in 
America is at historic lows. The group recorded 941 total 
antisemitic incidents in the U.S. in 2015, a significant de-
cline from only a decade ago: 2006 saw more than 1,500 
incidents of antisemitism.

“American Jews have assimilated remarkably well,” he 
said. “We have tremendous privilege in this country. Not 
just one, but two presidential candidates have grandchil-
dren with a Jewish parent. That’s really a pretty remark-
able thing. Across the board, in industry, in academia, 
in entertainment, let alone in politics, we’ve achieved at 
the highest levels.”

Lasting Memories
Handmade Quilts

Great for
Wedding Gifts,
Wall Hangings,

Lap Quilts
and More!

Custom Made by Jeanne Baxter

Size” 56” x 84”

CALL 607-624-5896

Change Your Water … Change Your Life  
 Kangen Electrolyzed Reduced Waters  
 Purified, Alkaline pH and Antioxidant  

Help the body detoxify, hydrate quickly and heal itself! 
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ThriveOnKangenWater@gmail.com 
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Solutions
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more Orthodox,” Stosennacher contends. 
“I was surprised to see women wear teffilin 
or read from the Torah.” However, she says 
she took away new religious lessons, too, 
such as a deeper spirituality and a concept 
of respect for the environment.

Mexico City’s Jewish community of 
40,000-50,000 people is much more concen-
trated and active than the Colorado Jewish 
community, which has 103,020 people 
spread across the entire state, according 
to the 2014 “American Jewish Yearbook.” 
It is also “very strong and engaged,” with 
multiple synagogues and schools.

Ramah in the Rockies has a tradition 
of being open and inclusive, according to 
Bock, by reaching out to the LGBT com-
munity, and children from families whose 
parents are in recovery from drug and al-
cohol abuse. It hosts students from Canada, 
Israel, China and the Netherlands – though 
mostly from the U.S. The Mexican group of 
students is the largest concentrated group of 
international campers Ramah in the Rockies 
has ever hosted. 

The Mexican campers’ presence helped 
accomplish one of Bock’s goals: debunking 

stereotypes. “From mainstream media, I 
thought of Mexicans as illegal immigrants. 
Mexican made me think of drug cartels – 
and all these other negative stereotypes,’ 
says Gerwin. “But these Mexicans live 
normal lives – almost American, Western 
lives. It shook around the stereotypes in 
my head.” Gerwin continues, “It was also 
cool to see how strong the Mexican Jewish 
community is.”

There were also simple discoveries, such 
as the day that Jordan Margolis, 12, from 
Mexico saw a waterfall and snow for the 
first time. “There was no way we could 
expect it,” says Margolis. “It was amazing!”

There were also those campers from 
the U.S. that leveraged the opportunity to 
practice their Spanish. “My babysitter used 
to be a teacher and she taught me how to 
speak Spanish when I was 2,” says Andrew 
Weissburg, 10. “It was pretty cool to get to 
use it. I have never been to another camp 
where there are kids who can speak Spanish.”

And there was the bridge-building. “It 
was so neat to be with Jews from all over 
the world,” says Emanuel Levy, 8. “We are 
all one nation, one family.”

Camp Continued from page 10

 news from around israel 
From JTA

Chief Rabbi David Lau asks educators to deal seriously 
with every child abuse report

Israeli chief rabbi David Lau published an open letter calling on educators to deal 
seriously with every report of child abuse of any kind. The rabbi released the letter on 
Aug. 7 at a conference of haredi Orthodox rabbis. It was first reported on the haredi 
Orthodox Kipa news website. “To my great pain we’ve recently witnessed horrific 
cases of abuse in our midst; cases in which children were hurt in their houses and their 
schools. How painful it is to hear that the very places which are supposed to provide a 
security and strength for our children, have become places of fear,” the letter read. “At 
this time, parents, teachers, relatives and all those engaged in the holy work of education 
must keep their eyes open and assist those who need it in any way possible. Burying our 
heads in the sand is not the answer to these difficult and painful issues, and everyone 
must take responsibility, even if these things do not affect him directly,” Lau wrote. The 
letter comes amid several new investigations and indictments of child sex abuse in the 
haredi Orthodox community. The rabbi also wrote that “under no circumstances should 
these things be swept under the rug.” His solution, according to the letter, is to “raise 
awareness and continue educating our children in the ways of modesty, in the ways of 
the Torah and in the deep-rooted values of Jewish tradition.”
Stoudemire says he turned down “a lot of money” to play 
in Israel

Amar’e Stoudemire, the former NBA star whose two-year deal with the Israeli team 
Hapoel Jerusalem was announced the week of Aug. 1, said he could have stayed in the 
NBA, but elected to play in the Jewish state instead. “I turned down a lot of money in 
the NBA to play for Israel, so it’s not about the money at all, it’s about winning cham-
pionships,” Stoudemire said in an interview published on the Walla website and cited 
by the Times of Israel. Stoudemire arrived in Israel on Aug. 5 and headed immediately 
for Dimona, the southern city home to a large community of African Hebrew Israelites, 
African-American immigrants to Israel who believe they are descendants of the biblical 
tribe of Judah. The former Phoenix Suns and New York Knicks star has long touted a 
connection to Judaism and his “Hebrew roots.” He has traveled to Israel several times, 
including a 2013 trip as the assistant coach of the Canadian basketball squad competing 
in the Maccabiah Games, and has a Star of David tattoo. Stoudemire told Israeli media 
he would play for the national team if he received Israeli citizenship.
International Olympic Committee warns Lebanon over bus 
incident

The International Olympic Committee reportedly reprimanded the head of the Lebanese 
delegation over an incident in which he blocked Israeli Olympians from boarding a bus. 
At a hearing on Aug. 7, the IOC committee warned Salim al-Haj Nakoula that it would not 
accept a similar incident, The Jerusalem Post reported. The incident in question occurred 
on Aug. 5, when Nakoula blocked Israeli athletes from boarding a bus to transport them to 
the opening ceremony of the Rio games. The encounter drew attention when Israeli sailing 
coach Udi Gal reported it on Facebook. Nakoula told Lebanese media that the Israelis 
were “looking for trouble” by insisting on boarding the same bus when they had their own 
transportation. He reportedly told the IOC that the incident had been a misunderstanding.
Report: Israeli combat soldiers to receive full college 
scholarships

Israeli combat soldiers will receive full scholarships from the military to pursue a uni-
versity degree or professional certification. The scholarships will be funded by the Israel 
Defense Forces, as well as the Friends of the IDF and the Association for the Wellbeing of 
Israel’s Soldiers, the Israeli Hebrew daily Yediot Achronot reported. In a recent meeting, 
IDF Chief of Staff Gen. Gadi Eisenkot asked Israel’s Finance Minister Moshe Kahlon to 
help him find the funds to offer such scholarships to only to combat soldiers, but to all 
soldiers after their service, according to Ynet, the English-language sister publication of 
Yediot. Soldiers who are new immigrants, minorities or from disadvantaged families also 
will receive scholarships for higher education, according to the report. The scholarships 
for combat soldiers are expected to cost about $60 million a year, and an additional $130 
million a year if all released soldiers are included, according to the report.
Israelis barred from entering Jordan over kippot

A group of Israeli tourists were prevented from entering Jordan because members of 
the group were wearing yarmulkes. The incident occurred more than a week ago, but was 
first reported by Israel’s Channel 2 on Aug. 7. The group was planning to travel to the 
Tomb of Aaron near Petra. The tomb is believed to be the burial place of the first High 
Priest, Aaron, the brother of Moses. In December, an Israeli family was denied entry to 

Jordan at a crossing near Eilat because the husband and the couple’s sons wore kippot; 
they were told they could not enter Jordan with “Jewish items.” After that incident, Jor-
dan told Israeli authorities it was a one-time error, according to Channel 2. A Foreign 
Ministry official told Channel 2 that not allowing tourists carrying Jewish religious items 
in their bags to enter Jordan appears to be official policy. The ministry reportedly has 
sought clarification of the issue from Jordan.
Russian-speaking Jews meet in Ramat Gan with Birthright

Some 1,000 Russian-speaking Birthright Israel participants honored the contributions 
of Russian-speaking immigrants to Israel in film, media, art, politics and technology at an 
event in Ramat Gan near Tel Aviv. The program on Aug. 2 also showcased educational 
opportunities that the participants can take advantage of in Israel. The event was part of a 
partnership between Taglit-Birthright Israel and Genesis Philanthropy Group, to provide 
Russian-speaking participants with enrichment experiences while they are in Israel par-
ticipating in Birthright trips. Genesis Philanthropy Group is a private foundation whose 
mission is to develop and enhance a sense of Jewish identity among Russian-speaking 
Jews worldwide. Among the speakers at the event were Tali Ploskov, Israeli politician and 
member of the Knesset for the Kulanu party; Evgeny Sova, political commentator at Isra-
el’s Russian-language Channel 9; David Polonsky, an illustrator; Katia Goldstein, Evolita 
start up co-founder; and actress Helena Yaralova. About 45,000 native Russian-speaking 
young adults have visited Israel with Taglit-Birthright Israel over the past 16 years. Nearly 
4,000 Russian-speaking participants visited Israel on the 10-day free trip so far this year.
Border Police officers say they took Palestinian girl’s bike 
to protect her

The Israel Border Police officers caught on video taking a bicycle from an 8-year-old 
Palestinian girl told investigators they did so to protect her. One of the guards was sus-
pended from active duty on Aug. 2. The guards were questioned on Aug. 3 as potential 
suspects in the incident that occurred on July 25. The video, taken by a volunteer for the 
Palestinian rights organization B’Tselem, was posted on Aug. 1 and has been viewed 
more than 180,000 times on YouTube. The video shows one of the officers approaching 
the girl, identified as Anwar Burqan, on a street in Hebron, near the Cave of the Patri-
archs, which is not permitted to be used by Palestinians. The girl was afraid and jumped 
off her bike. The officer prevented the girl from taking her bike as she ran in tears from 
the scene. The video then shows the second officer dumping the bike in some nearby 
bushes. According to their attorneys, the police officers told investigators that they took 
the girl’s bicycle to prevent her from crossing into the Jewish neighborhood, which bans 
Palestinians, Haaretz reported. They took the bicycle because they cannot speak Arabic 
and were afraid they would not get their point across. They later allowed a family member 
to retrieve the bike, when it was clear she would not ride it in the Jewish area. “The main 
lesson to learn from this is that judging an incident purely based on a video without even 
the least bit of interest in the officers’ version is a vicious and ugly thing,” the officers’ 
attorneys said, according to Israeli media reports. The Border Police said in a statement 
following the publishing of the video online that it “regrets” the incident, and that the 
Police Investigation Unit of the Justice Ministry will investigate.
NGO branch director charged with funneling tens of millions 
to Hamas

A Hamas member who infiltrated an American NGO funneled tens of millions of dollars 
to the terrorist organization, Israel’s Shin Bet security service said. Mohammed El-Halabi, 
32, director of the Gaza branch of the international humanitarian aid organization World 
Vision, was arrested at the Erez Crossing between Israel and the Gaza Strip on June 15, in 
a joint Shin Bet, Israel Defense Forces and Israel Police operation, the Shin Bet said in a 
statement released for publication on Aug. 4. World Vision is one of the largest charitable 
and humanitarian aid organizations in the world. It receives support primarily from the 
United Nations and from Western governments. El-Halabi told investigators that he has 
been a Hamas member since his youth and had undergone organizational and military 
training in the early 2000s. In 2005, Hamas ordered El-Halabi to infiltrate World Vision. 
Shortly after being employed by World Vision, El-Halabi began to use his position to 
benefit the Islamist terrorist organization, primarily by diverting funds meant as aid to 
strengthen Hamas’ terrorist arm, authorities said. As director of the Gaza branch of the 
charity, he controlled the budget, equipment and aid packages which amounted to tens 
of millions of dollars. The money allocated by World Vision for projects and farmers’ 
associations reached Hamas in various ways, according to the allegations, such as the 
false registration of Hamas terrorists as employees in charity-sponsored projects, fictitious 
receipts and inflated invoices in which the difference paid by the charity was transferred 
in cash to Hamas. According to the Shin Bet, the main method used to divert money to 
Hamas was to put out fictitious tenders for World Vision-sponsored projects in the Gaza 
Strip. The company that was granted the tender was made aware that 60 percent of the 
project’s monies were to be designated for Hamas. Some of the money went to pay the 
salaries of Hamas terrorists and, in some cases, senior Hamas terrorists took large sums 
of money for their own personal use, according to the statement. In addition, El-Halabi 
regularly transferred to Hamas equipment that he had ordered on behalf of World Vi-
sion for agricultural aid. The equipment included iron rods, digging equipment, pipes 
and building materials, and was used to construct Hamas military outposts and to dig 
terror tunnels, according to Shin Bet. Other humanitarian aid, including thousands of 
packages of food, basic commodities and medical supplies, went to Hamas terrorists and 
their families, instead of to needy families. El-Halabi also gave up other humanitarian 
workers in Gaza who are assisting Hamas, including his father, Halil, who has worked 
as head of the United Nation’s school system in the Gaza Strip. State Attorney’s Office 
filed an indictment on Aug. 4 against El-Halabi. He has denied having links to Hamas 
and the charges against him. World Vision has issued a statement in support of El-Halabi. 
“Based on the information available to us at this time, we have no reason to believe that 
the allegations are true. We will carefully review any evidence presented to us and will 
take appropriate actions based on that evidence,” the group said in a statement.
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Congregational Notes

RABBI MARJORIE BERMAN, SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL 
COLLEGE IN PHILADELPHIA

Weekly Parasha
Devarim, Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22

Friday, August 12, light candles ......................... 7:49 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 13 ..................... 8:48 pm
Friday, August 19, light candles ......................... 7:39 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, August 20 ..................... 8:38 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday 
mornings. Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes 
in Torah, beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President-Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or Saturday 
at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday services 
are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming services. 
Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation serving 
the greater Cortland community. Congregants span the gamut of 
observance and services are largely dependent on the service 
leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat Shabbat,” while the 
Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of Prayer.” The community 
extends a warm welcome to the Jewish student population of 
SUNY Cortland, as well as the residents of local adult residences.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Friday, August 19, at 7 pm, there will be Shabbat 
services.

On Saturday, August 20, at 10 am, there will be a 
study class.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer Rd. 
(corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held regularly. 
Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and spring. Call the 
office for details.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings 
people together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, 
history, culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic 
framework. KH is part of an international movement for 
Secular Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism, a national association 
with over 30 member communities and congregations 
around the country. Established in the spring of 1999, it 
offers celebrations of Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat 
pot-lucks, adult education, a twice-monthly Cultural School 
for children, and a bar and bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbi: Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbi’s e-mail: rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, August 12 .................................................. 7:15 pm
Shabbat, August 13 ................................................... 9 am
 ................................................................ Mincha 5:30 pm
 ..........................................................Fast begins 8:06 pm
 ................................................................. Maariv 9:10 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., August 14 .................................................... 8:30 am
Mon.-Fri., August 15-19 ............................................. 7 am
Evenings:
Sun., August 14 .................................................... 7:35 pm
Mon.-Thurs., August 15-18 ................................... 7:45 pm
Classes: Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class 
every Tuesday evening after services.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355
Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, August 12, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rachel Coker.

On Saturday, August 13, at 9:15 am, there will be 
Torah study of Job.

On Friday, August 19, at 8 pm, there will be Shabbat 
evening services led by Rabbi Rachel Esserman and 
Earl Gordon.

On Saturday, August 20, at 9:15 am, there will be 
Torah study of Job.

Temple Israel
Orientation: Conservative
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3 pm.
E-mail: titammy@stny.twcbc.com or tilouise@stny.twcbc.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

On Saturday, August 13, at 9:30 am, there will be Shab-
bat services led by Howard Schwartz, Steve Gilbert, Art 
Siegel and Leonard Feld. Bima guest will be Al Lavker. 
The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22. The 
haftarah will be Isaiah 1:1-27.

On Sunday, August 28, from 10 am-noon, at the temple 
there will be a Sisterhood kitchen shower. Temple Israel 
is registered at a local business; for more information, 
call the temple office at titammy@stny.twcbc.com or 
723-7461. Those who plan to attend have been asked 
to contact the temple office to RSVP.

Save the date of Sunday, September 25, at 4 pm, 
for the temple’s “Welcome Home” celebration. More 
information will be announced in the future.

Those who wish to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish 
during a weekday service can contact Howard Schwartz at 
schwerz@stny.rr.com or call the temple office. An e-mail 
notice will be sent to the congregation encouraging atten-
dance to have enough participants to make up a minyan. 
Those interested in having a Mourner’s Kaddish have been 
asked to contact Schwartz or the office one-and-a-half 
weeks or more before the date to provide enough time to 
send out the notice. Temple Israel holds weekday minyan 
services on Tuesdays and Fridays at 5:30 pm. For those 
who prefer a different day to coincide with a yahrzeit 
date, contact the temple to work on making arrangements. 

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Friday 8 pm; Saturday 10 am, unless otherwise 
announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Saturday, August 13, at 9 pm, an Eve of Tisha B’Av 
service will be held.

On Thursday, August 18, the TBE Arts Committee will 
show the documentary “In Search of Israeli Cuisine” in the 
social hall. Doors will open at 6:30 pm for refreshments, 
with the film at 7 pm. The cost will be $8. All are welcome 
to attend.

On Saturday, August 27, the aufruf of Alon Geva and 
Arielle Angell will be celebrated, with a kiddush following 
services.

When I meet with couples before their wedding, one 
of the main things I emphasize is the need to strive for 
“blending” in their marriage. Even if both partners are from 
the same faith tradition and movement, they come from 
individual family cultures. Every family culture carries 
its own norms and assumptions concerning everything 
from money to education to which way to hang the toilet 
paper roll! When we enter into marriage, we unconsciously 
assume that whatever we grew up with is the way things 
should be. Ironically, this is often true even when the 
family systems that we grew up in are dysfunctional. In 
many cases, couples will retreat to “opposite corners of 
the boxing ring” whenever there is a disagreement or a 
misplaced assumption about how much to spend for a 
vacation, who should do the breakfast dishes, or whether 

Blended communities
television is permitted at the dinner table. We defend the 
way it was done in our families of origin, often without 
thinking about whether that is what we want to create in 
our own homes.

In order for a couple to achieve shalom bayit (a peaceful 
home), as well as to heal and grow, they need to move 
toward blending their family cultures, rather than placing 
themselves in opposition to each other. When a couple 
achieves this kind of blending, they create their own unique 
and bonding hybrid culture, one that continually affirms 
their place within it, creates safety and a sense of identity 
and belonging for their children, and makes them a stronger 
unit in their community.

What does this have to do with this week’s parasha and 
the upcoming holiday of Tisha B’Av? In Devarim, Moses 

begins his repetition of the Torah to the assembled community, 
reviewing the events that occurred and the laws that were given 
in the course of their 40-year journey. What is the purpose 
of this? We must not forget that those that came out of Egypt 
were not a tight-knit, cohesive group who had survived 400 
years of slavery with their mores intact. As we know from 
more recent history, slavery decimates culture and breaks apart 
family systems. What’s more, those that left Egypt were not 
only the descendants of the original clan that had sojourned 
there, but were rather, as the Torah teaches us, “a mixed mul-
titude.” What could make this rag-tag, diverse, traumatized, 
bickering group into a functional community, ready to begin 
a nation? First, they undergo a journey together, with all its 
trials and challenges. But in parashat Devarim, and in fact 
See “Blended” on page 16
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Jewish Community Center

JCC Friendship Club

Supporting and bringing awareness to the rescue and 
adoption of dogs will be the focus for Dogapalooza, an an-
nual event being held this year on Sunday, August 28, from 
noon-4 pm, on the outdoor grounds at the Jewish Community 
Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. The event will be free 
and open to the entire community, including their pets.

“Wellness, adoption, awareness and love is the message 
we want to bring to the community,” said Mary Gates, the 
fitness supervisor at the JCC and the coordinator of the 
event. Gates adopted Stella, a Maltipoo who was rescued 
after breeding puppies at a puppy mill, and Genevieve, a 
6-year-old dachshund. Since then, Gates has become an 
advocate of animal rescue efforts. Jan DeAngelo, Gates’ 
colleague and JCC’s lead trainer and wellness coordinator, 
will be at at the event with his dog, Sebastian, as well.

“All dogs participating at the event must be considered 
friendly with people and other dogs, and up-to-date on 
vaccinations,” notes Gates.

At the center of the day’s events will be local rescue 
organizations and shelters, with adoptable dogs and other 
pets. There will be a “Who Let the Dogs Out!” kids area 
with games, face painting, a stuffed dog “adoption center,” 
food for purchase and more. The event will also feature 
dog and owner contests; pet photography; vendors with 
unique items for pets and owners; a “doggie bakery”; and 
more. Entertainment will be provided by “DJ Pawz” and 
a local boy band.

Pre-event “Dogapalooza 2016” t-shirts are on sale now. 
The shirts sport a “Rescue” theme this year. Adult sizes 
cost $15 and youth sizes cost $12. Orders can be placed 
by contacting the JCC at 724-2417 or e-mailing Gates at 

The JCC Friendship Club met on August 3. Deb 
Foreman played country and western music on the 
piano after a rousing song of “Take Me Out to the Ball-
game.” Everyone joined in singing. Most of us did not 
know the words to join her in singing “The Wayward 
Wind.” She ended the first half of the meeting by play-
ing “Raining in My Heart.” During the break, Morty 
Hofstein read the names of famous Jewish people in 
the entertainment field who changed their names. He 
told us that Joey Adams changed his name from Joseph 
Abramowitz. He said that Woody Allen was originally 
Allen Konigsberg. Jerry Lewis was Joseph Levitch. 
Morty also read a list of notions. The one I liked best 
was, “It is useless to hold a person to anything he says 
while he is in love, drunk or running for office.” Deb 
returned and played some show tunes. She ended by 
playing “I Can Dream Can’t I.”

The meeting was called to order by Sylvia Diamond. 
Ann Brillant said the blessing over the cookies supplied 
by Morty after the Pledge of Allegiance. Morty gave 
the treasurer’s report. Sylvia introduced her son Neal 
Dickman and his daughter Beth, who are visiting for 
the week. 

On August 17, Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo 
will be the guest speaker. Come join us at the JCC at 
1:30 pm.

Sylvia Diamond
President

Dogapalooza event brings 
awareness to rescue and adoption

L-r: Maddie Vesely, Sharon Camay, Jewish Community 
Center Fitness Supervisor Mary Gates, Marissa Vesely 
and Andy Gates.

MaryG@Binghamtonjcc.org. T-shirts will also be available 
for purchase at the event.

Portions of the proceeds from the day’s activities will 
benefit the Broome County Humane Society, Every Dogs 
Dream Adoption, Hubbards Hounds Dog Rescue, Southern 
Tier Animal Rescue and Pibbles and More Animal Rescue. 
Donations to these organizations will be accepted at the event.

For more information or to sponsor or participate, contact 
Gates at the JCC at 724-2417 or visit www.binghamtonjcc.org.

The JCC is a not-for-profit agency and beneficiary 
agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Binghamton that serves the community-at-large 
regardless of age, race, religion and sexual orientation. 
Scholarship assistance is offered to all who qualify as long 
as funds are available.

At left: Nora Graven and Eli Green danced 
at the all camp party.

Eliter and Galgalim campers prepared to dunk their counselors in the dunk tank. Campers took turns racing down the water slide.

At right: Camp JCC counselors dressed up 
for the pirates and mermaids all camp party.

Osem group members received camp pins at the all camp 
party. Sabra 2 campers earned camp pins.

Fun in the sun at Camp JCC
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from
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throughout the rest of Deuteronomy, Moses creates a story 
for them, a story that includes their common experiences, and 
the laws and standards that they have agreed upon. In doing 
so, he forms a shared history and a shared culture, one that 
everyone can feel a part of and committed to. Out of a con-
tentious mixed multitude comes a blended community. As for 
Tisha B’Av, we are taught in the Talmud that the Temple was 
destroyed because of sinat hinam (BT Yoma 9B) – senseless 
hatred. It comes to remind us that holiness ceases to dwell 
among us when we are engaged in separating ourselves from 
our brothers and sisters.

Technology, travel, war and refugee crises around the 
world are bringing all of us into greater contact with those 
that are different from us, those whose cultures, orientations, 
religions, countries of origin and assumptions are different 
from our own. Within our own borders, in our presidential 
campaign and throughout the globe, we have witnessed 
rhetoric that calls on people to flock to their corner of the 
boxing ring and come out swinging. From Orlando to Dal-
las and from the Brexit decision to the persecution of the 

Blended Continued from page 14

From JNS.orgJNS briefs Aug. 8, 2016

For first time, Israeli university offers degree in winemaking
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) – The Hebrew University of Jerusalem plans to introduce a degree in winemaking 

in the coming academic year. The program, recently accredited by the Israel Council for Higher Education, will offer 
viticulture, enology and winery-oriented business management studies. The course will be the first of its kind in Israel 
and cater to students with undergraduate degrees in life sciences and applied sciences. The 18-month program includes 
traveling to Europe to attend professional workshops hosted by international experts. Graduates will also have the oppor-
tunity to intern in commercial wineries in Israel and abroad. “This program seeks to puts Israel on the international map 
of winemaking,” said the program’s head, Professor Zohar Kerem, a researcher in the fields of food chemistry and wine 
and olive oil quality. “The program is derived from other leading winemaking programs in the world, adapted to Israel. 
What’s unique for Israel is the fascinating mix of new and old worlds. We have everything in terms of the diversity of 
soil, vines, and climate regimes, alongside groundbreaking technologies, such as in the field of irrigation.”
Campus antisemitism brings record attendance for CAMERA Conference

More than 80 students from nearly 70 campuses were in Boston, MA, August 7-10 as part of a high-level training 
conference hosted by the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America (or CAMERA) geared toward 
preparing students to respond to campus antisemitism and anti-Israel activism. “Students are coming from as far away 
as England, Scotland and Canada to attend our training program,” Aviva Slomich, CAMERA’s international campus 
director, said in a statement. “This in itself shows that campus anti-Zionism is a global problem, affecting many stu-
dents.” The CAMERA conference comes at what many see as a critical time for Jewish and pro-Israel students. A 
recent report by the AMCHA Initiative found an “alarming spike in campus antisemitism” during the first half of 2016. 
“Nearly 100 more incidents of antisemitism occurred on campus during the first six months of 2016 compared with 
the 1st six months of 2015,” according to the AMCHA Initiative’s mid-year study. Students at the conference were 
expected to hear from a wide-range of pro-Israel experts, as well as attend breakout sessions, interactive workshops 
and presentations geared toward helping them prepare for the upcoming year on campus.
Abbas’ Fatah Party boasts of killing “11,000 Israelis” on Facebook

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas’ ruling Fatah Party claimed on its official Facebook page that it 
has “killed 11,000 Israelis” “For the argumentative… the ignorant… And for those who do not know history,” Fatah 
wrote on its Facebook page, continuing, “The Fatah movement killed 11,000 Israelis,” according to a translation by 
Palestinian Media Watch. Additionally, Fatah also claimed to have “offered 170,000 martyrs” and that hundreds of its 
followers were in “Israeli occupation jails.” Despite being seen by many world leaders as the “moderate” alternative 
to its rival Hamas, the Palestinian terror group that controls the Gaza Strip, Israeli leaders have long accused Abbas 
and his Fatah Party of inciting violence and terrorism. The claims by Fatah may be an attempt to boost its anti-Israel 
credentials ahead of the Palestinian municipal elections scheduled for October 8.  
IsraAID joins memorial for Yazidi victims of Islamic State, helps refugees

Members of the Israeli humanitarian organization IsraAid have joined 1,500 Yazidi refugees in northern Greece 
on a march and candle lighting ceremony in memory of the massacre of thousands of Yazidis, as well as the sexual 
enslavement of thousands of Yazidi women and young girls by the Islamic State terror group when it arrived in the 
Iraqi town of Sinjar in August of 2014. The surviving members of the ethnic minority at the Camp Petra refugee camp 
sang songs and cried at the mentioning of the victims’ names. IsraAID teams are currently working with the survivors 
by providing psychological and humanitarian support in Greece, Germany and Iraq. In Germany, in particular, IsraAID 
helps Yazidi refugees who have escaped to the country by helping them learn German and English, as well as profes-
sional skills so that they can integrate in the local workforce. IsraAID has also partnered with Microsoft Germany in 
Berlin to create a social innovation program through which Microsoft volunteers train unaccompanied refugee minors 
in computer skills. More than 80 Yazidi refugees have participated in the program, which may expand to other parts 
of Germany where there are Yazidi, Christian and Muslim refugees from the Middle East, Yediot Achronot reported.
Report: 11 percent rise in U.K. antisemitic incidents in first half of 2016

The Community Security Trust, a body advising the British Jewish community on security, reports that the number 
of antisemitic incidents in the United Kingdom rose by 11 percent in the first six months of 2016. The organization 
recorded 557 incidents from January through June, which is the highest number for the first period of the year since 
data on such incidents begun to be collected in 1984. In addition, CST found that the average monthly number of 
antisemitic incidents has nearly doubled since the numbers recorded during the years 2011-13. “This rise in reported 
antisemitism comes at a time when division, intolerance and prejudice appear to be deepening within our society,” said 
CST Chief Executive David Delew. “Reversing this worrying trend requires real leadership from all political parties, 
and for the social media companies to take their share of the responsibility,” he said, Reuters reported. “The message 
should go out to everyone that we will not stand for antisemitism,” said British MP John Mann (Labour), chairman of 
the All-Party Parliament Group Against Anti-Semitism. “Perpetrators of hate crimes against Jews will be caught and 
prosecuted, and the bystanders must be educated,” he said.
Netanyahu expresses shock after Palestinian father urges soldiers to kill son

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has expressed outrage over a video of a Palestinian father pushing his 4-year-
old son toward Israeli border police, taunting them to shoot the boy. “I’ve just watched a video that shook me to the core of 
my being. In just a few seconds, it shows why our conflict persists,” Netanyahu said in a video statement. The father screams, 
“Shoot this little boy!” and “kill him” over and over to the soldiers . He tells his son “don’t be scared,” as he pushes him to the 
soldiers, but obviously scared, he reluctantly continues and one soldier gives the boy a high-five. Then, the father encouraged 
the boy to throw rocks at the soldiers. “It’s hard to make a 4-year-old hate,” Netanyahu said. “Imagine your own child at that 
age. Think of his smile. Imagine her laugh. Picture the unrestrained joy and innocence that only a child possesses. Encouraging 
someone to murder a child – let alone your own child – is probably the most inhumane thing a person can do. What did this 
child do to deserve this? The answer is: nothing. He is innocent.” Palestinian Media Watch found an edited version of the video 
from the official Palestinian Authority TV in which they deleted the high-five. The P.A. TV reporter said: “His son, who has 
yet to reach the age of 5, also knows, despite his young age, that it is forbidden to shake hands with the soldiers, just as it is 
forbidden to make peace with them.” Netanyahu said that Palestinian and Israeli children deserve to “live in peace. ...I’m sure 
Palestinian parents, many of them, are as outraged as I am at this video. And today I appeal to every father and mother around 
the world. I ask you to join me in calling for an end to this abuse of children. The Palestinian leadership must stop encouraging 
children to kill. They must stop encouraging Palestinian parents to call for the death of their own children.”

Yazidis, we have seen the results. There is no question that 
stories that disconnect us are easier to come by than those 
that blend our common humanity and values. The world 
is changing too fast – it’s hard to create and disseminate 
stories that unify us, that remind us of our shared values, 
dreams and histories, but we must. Tisha B’av comes 
yearly so that we remember and mourn the results that 
separation and intolerance have unleashed on our people. 
As violence at home and worldwide continues to spiral, 
it is incumbent upon us to learn from our own story. Our 
tradition teaches us that “Death and life are in the power 
of the tongue.” (Proverbs 18:21) What we are seeing this 
summer is the literal truth of that aphorism. We must speak 
out against polarizing rhetoric and hate speech, and search 
out narratives that invite all of us to step out of our comfort 
zone and risk connecting with those that are different. We 
must create stories that blend our human destiny, and that 
create a sense of identity and belonging for every person. 
We must do it to heal from the events of this summer. We 
must do it to grow. We must do it to survive.

Gary Riley
I’ll drive you or

I’ll deliver your vehicle near or far,
pets welcome!
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