
To recognize 
Glass’ activities in 
the general commu-
nity and to welcome 
the community’s 
participation in the 
celebration, Temple 
Beth-El will host 
two events with 
Rabbi Jack Moline, 
the president of the 
Interfaith Alliance 
in Washington, DC. 
Moline is the rabbi 
emeritus of Congre-

gation Agudas Achim in Northern Virginia, 

scholars have pre-
sented lectures on 
topics of Jewish 
interest, and the 
congregation hosted 
a scholar-in-resi-
dence weekend in 
March with rab-
binic leader Rabbi 
Bradley Shavit Art-
son, the dean of the 
Ziegler Rabbinical 
School at American 
Jewish University 
in Los Angeles. The series will continue 
through 2017.
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Spotlight on Yom Hashoah

The Joint Temple Concord/Temple Israel 
Adult Education Committee has announced 
that its next brunch program will be held 
on Sunday, May 1, at 10 am, at Temple 
Concord. Author Kenneth Wishnia will 
speak about and read from his new book, 
“Jewish Noir,” a collection of stories said 
to be about “the underside of the Jewish 
experience in America.”

“To put it in rather simplified form, a 
majority of the world’s Christians are taught 

The Binghamton community will com-
memorate Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, with a series of commemorative 
events starting on Wednesday, May 4, held 
by Hillel at Binghamton’s Third Generation 
Holocaust Survivors Committee.

Community to commemorate Yom Hashoah 
starting on May 4 at BU
The first program will be held at 7 pm in 

the Mandela Room at Binghamton Universi-
ty, where participants will reflect on Jewish 
culture and the history of Jews in Europe 
before the Holocaust through a gallery of 
passed down family pictures, juxtaposed 

against student photography taken after the 
destruction during trips to Europe.

Immediately afterward, at 7:30 pm, the 
annual Yom Hashoah ceremony will be-
gin, also in the Mandela Room. Holocaust 
survivor and grandparent of a Binghamton 

student Jeannie Parnes Wechsler will share 
her story. Community members and Bing-
hamton students will speak in order to honor 
those who perished.

Following the ceremony, the annual 25-
hour name reading vigil will commence.

By Razi Lissy
The Jewish Federation and Jewish 

Family Service, together with the Jewish 
Community Center’s adult program depart-
ment, are planning a day trip to the Brooklyn 
Museum of Art and the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden. The trip is planned for Thursday, 
May 19. Bus departure from the JCC will 

Day trip to the Brooklyn Museum and Botanic 
Garden to see exhibit of Israel photographs

be at 7 am. The bus is scheduled to return 
to the JCC by 8 pm.

The cost to attend the day trip will be 
approximately $125. A minimum participa-
tion of 35 people will be required. Payment 
is required in full by Tuesday, May 3, and 
is non-refundable. The cost covers the bus 
fee, a guided tour of a museum exhibit and 

a tour of the botanic garden. Lunch at the 
museum will be included, as well. 

To make a reservation, call JCC’s main 
office at 724-2417.

Anyone interested, but in need of assis-
tance due to physical limitations, must be 
accompanied during the trip.

The museum exhibit, “This Place,” 

explores the complexity of Israel and 
the West Bank “as place and metaphor.” 
The exhibit features more than 600 pho-
tographs, taken by 12 photographers. The 
project was initiated by photographer 
Frédéric Brenner. 

Charlotte Cotton, project curator, wrote 

“Jewish Noir” editor Wishnia to speak on May 1
that if you follow the right path, 
everything will turn out well for 
you in the end. In Judaism, you 
can follow the right path and still 
get screwed – just ask Job. That’s 
noir,” explained Wishnia.

Edited by Wishnia, “Jewish 
Noir” (PM Press, October 2015) 
is an anthology of new stories by 
some of the many crime writers 
examining the re-emergence Kenneth Wishnia

of noir in today’s culture. The 
collection features stories by a 
variety of award-winning Jewish 
literary and genre writers.

The stories in the collection 
explore the question of how Jew-
ish identity produces a particular 
tendency toward the cynical voice 
of noir. They range from noirish 
literary to pulpier crime stories 
and examine numerous issues. 

(Rabbi Rachel Esserman’s review of the 
book can be read on http://thereportergroup.
org/Article.aspx?aID=4209.)

Organizers of the event have asked those 
interested in attending to leave early to get 
to the program, as the Binghamton Bridge 
Run will be occurring and traffic may be 
diverted from some of the major roads.

To make a reservation for the brunch, 
which costs $5, call Temple Concord at 
723-7355.

Temple Beth-El recognizes rabbi’s 40 years of service
Beginning last October and running 

through next year, Temple Beth-El of 
Ithaca is marking the 40th anniversary 
of its rabbi’s service to the community 
with a series of lectures and classes in his 
honor. Rabbi Scott Glass arrived in Ithaca 
in August 1976 to serve a congregation 
of approximately 100 families. In the 
earliest years, he focused his attention on 
the religious school and the youth of the 
congregation. The “support and encourage-
ment of an active laity” are credited with 
helping the congregation grow to almost 
300 families and expanding the activities 
of the congregation.

To celebrate Glass’ 40th year, local 

Rabbi Jack Moline Rabbi Scott Glass 
(Photo by Olan Mills)

By Karen McDonough
JNS.org

On the surface, it seems unlikely that an 
American composer – let alone a Southern 
Baptist from Alabama – would write a 
musical treatment about a largely unknown 
Holocaust hero. But for musical composer 
Neely Bruce, creating an oratorio depicting 
the life of Aristides de Sousa Mendes, a 
Portuguese diplomat who rescued thousands 
of Jews from the Nazis during World War II, 

See “Museum” on page 5

and former director of the National Jewish 
Democratic Council, as well as an advi-
sor to many in politics. Moline’s topic 
on Monday, May 16, at 7:30 pm, will be 
“Adventures in the First Amendment,” an 
address about interfaith relations. His topic 
on Tuesday, May 17, at 7:30 pm, will be 
“A Guide to Political Values – from the 
Mishnah!” and will be about the 2016 
presidential election.

This will be Moline’s second visit to Itha-
ca. He came in May 2011 at the invitation 
of Temple Beth-El and First Congregational 
Church, in dialogue with Reverend Greg 
Mobley, as part of the church’s Foote lec-
ture, “From Tolerance to Relationship.”

How a Southern Baptist and a Portuguese Holocaust hero came together
was a dive into history, politics and musical 
exploration.

Bruce, who was raised a Southern Bap-
tist, considered converting to Judaism after 
a cousin married a Jew, and he was further 
exposed to the culture and theology. Though 
he didn’t, his strong interest in Judaism 
remained. What pulled him to the project, 
though, was the political backstory. “This 
wasn’t just one man doing a good thing. He 
was defying his government, which was 

not on the right side of history,” Bruce told 
JNS.org. Some of Bruce’s previous work 
includes a Bill of Rights musical and a 
Bubonic Plague rock opera.

New York City’s Center for Jewish His-
tory is hosting a Sousa Mendes exhibition, 
“Portugal, The Last Hope: Sousa Mendes’ 
Visas for Freedom,” through September 
9. It’s likely that many who visit will learn 
about this unsung Holocaust hero for the 
first time, despite his recognition by Yad 

Vashem – the state of Israel’s official Ho-
locaust memorial and research institute – as 
“Righteous Among the Nations,” the highest 
Israeli honor given to non-Jews who stood 
up to Nazi genocide. In fact, Sousa Mendes 
saved far more people than Oskar Schindler, 
the German factory owner who rescued 
1,200 Jews by employing them in his fac-
tory, and whose story is depicted in Steven 
Spielberg’s movie “Schindler’s List.”
See “Hero” on page 8
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In My Own Words

I’ve been opinionated since I was a young child. Just 
ask my mom: she’ll tell you I knew what I wanted and 
what I liked from the moment I was born. Throughout 
the years, I’ve mellowed, although I still have strong 
opinions. However, I also try very hard to be open to 
other points of view. That’s how I’ve managed to have 
friends who are everything from atheists to Buddhists to 
fundamentalist Christians. Other friends have radically 
different political or social opinions than I do: we agree 
to disagree because we assume the other person is intel-
ligent and therefore has a reason for thinking differently. 
This idea that people can think differently also plays a 
role in my chaplaincy: I understand and accept that Jews 
can have very different thoughts about theology and rit-
ual. What matters is whether or not these thoughts and 
practices help them – if they give them the strength to 

Correction
The Sam’s Club ad on page 3 of the April 15 issue of 

The Reporter contained some incorrect information. It 
should have stated that the Welcome Package included 
$12 off a 40-pack of Member’s Mark paper towels and 
$8 off a four-pack of Member’s Mark disinfecting wipes.

Opinion or fact?
face life’s problems – rather than whether or not I agree 
with their ideas.

One problem that is occurring on college campuses, 
though, is the blurring of the line between opinion and 
fact. A major part of the college experience is learning 
to appreciate and understand different cultural concepts. 
College – at least, in my day – was also supposed to teach 
critical analysis skills, particularly when it came to under-
standing factual information and bias. That means that to 
state something as a fact, a person needed to have evidence 
to back up their claim. However, that doesn’t seem to be 
happening, certainly not at Oberlin College.

On her Facebook page, Oberlin Assistant Professor Joy 
Karega claimed that those responsible for the 2014 down-
ing of a Malaysian airliner over Ukraine were Israeli and 
“Rothschild-led bankers.” If Karega has evidence that this 
is true, I wish she would publish it, since no other report 
I’ve seen has suggested Israel was responsible. However, 
even worse was the comment from Marvin Krislov, the 
president of Oberlin College. While mentioning that he 
doesn’t agree with Karega’s opinion, he said he “respects 
the right of [the college’s] faculty, students, staff and alumni 
to express their personal views.”

Yes, people have a right to their personal views, but what 
if those personal views – opinions completely unsupported 

by facts – are also being presented in a classroom? Shouldn’t 
a professor be called to back up her opinion with fact? When 
a graduate student defends a Ph.D. thesis, is his evidence 
accepted because he believes it or does he have to present 
with factual evidence, either from scientific experiments 
or documented research in support of the opinion? The 
idea is to analyze facts and draw conclusions from them. 
Yes, people may come to different conclusions, but those 
conclusions must be derived from factual information.

I’m reminded of Professor Deborah Lipstadt, who was 
sued by British Holocaust denier David Irving for libel. She 
stated in writing that his claims were nonsense. During the 
court case, she showed that her claim was based on factual 
evidence. She proved that the Holocaust had occurred, while 
Irving’s claim was completely false. Would the president of 
Oberlin College say that Irving is entitled to his opinion? 
Would he state that it was OK for one of his faculty to say 
that African Americans had never been enslaved in the 
U.S. or that Native Americans had never been oppressed?

It’s scary when opinions are accepted as facts and when 
people refuse to engage those who make statements based 
on nothing but prejudice. Colleges are not supposed to 
coddle their students and professors, and say, “Yes, any-
thing you think is right.” If they do, they lose the right to 
call themselves an educational institution.

By Danya Ruttenberg
(Kveller via JTA) – When my son Yonatan was about 

2, we began instructing him in the fine art of acquiring a 
bagel. We helped him learn that you have to wait in line, 
patiently, and not cut in front of other people. When it’s 
your turn, you have to ask for the kind of bagel you want 
(sesame, toasted, with cream cheese, in our case), and say 
“please.” You have to give the nice lady your money, and 
take the change back, and then in the end say “thank you!” 
when she gives you your order. 

It’s a lot of things to remember! He would frequently 
forget something or need coaching, so it’s a good thing we 
gave him a lot of opportunities to work on his bagel-or-
dering skills.

There are a lot of ways that we help train our kids 
in the way things work. This is how you use a fork. 
Here’s how you respond if you see someone is hurt. 
We don’t draw on the walls. Hands are really –  and I 
mean really – not for hitting. Giving them these skills 
helps them grow into the kind of people who know 
that you have to wait your turn when other people 
want bagels, too – that your bagel isn’t more important 
than anyone else’s.

It could be argued that every religious tradition has its 
own training mode – a set of laws or principles that can 
inform how we move throughout the world. Just as we 
try to offer our children the tools they need to grow and 
flourish in this world, so, too, are there tools available to 
us, if we want them.

According to traditional accountings, there are 613 
mitzvot – commandments – in the Torah. A lot of them 
don’t apply to most Jews today – some can only be 
fulfilled by those farming in the land of Israel, some 
relate to the once-functioning Temple in Jerusalem, 
some are only relevant to a specific person in ancient 
Israelite society. But there are plenty of command-
ments meant for everybody, including some that were 
developed over time in the Talmud and other Jewish 
legal writings.

So there are a lot of Jewish opportunities to go 
around – observing Shabbat, keeping kosher, laws 
about conducting business relationships and wealth, 
and how to relate to those who are financially margin-
alized. If you live your life according to Jewish law, 
it informs your day in a thousand ways. Someone has 

Our kids aren’t the only ones who need training
a juicy story to tell you about a mutual acquaintance? 
There are rules about gossip. There are rules about 
how to observe each of the holidays and when to pay 
your employees. You’re cooking and something funky 
may have gotten into your soup? Oh, there are rules. 
So many rules.

I think how Jewish law functions is, in some ways, 
similar to how training works with our kids. It’s a system 
for living that is meant to help us navigate the world: We 
don’t hit. We share our toys. We don’t gossip meanly 
about others. We pay our workers promptly.

In deeper ways, it helps to transform us into the kinds 
of people who have internalized the values of the training. 
At a certain point, one hopes, your kid chooses not to hit 
not because he knows there might be a timeout if he does, 
but because he’s learned to become the kind of kid who 
doesn’t hit.

So, too, with us grown-ups. When we become more 
conscious about guarding our tongues and not saying every 
mean, snarky thing that comes to mind, little by little we 
become the kind of people who don’t bring nasty speech into 
the world. When I choose, with intentionality, to connect 
to the sacred through blessing and prayer, I become the 
kind of person who is more aware of the sacred. And that 
feeds and nourishes me in ways that I wouldn’t necessarily 
seek out on my own.

We put our kids down to nap because it’s good for 

them, because it helps regenerate them, even if they 
wouldn’t necessarily choose to sleep if left to their own 
devices. That’s kind of how I am with ritual practice a 
lot of the time, honestly – whether prayer or Shabbat 
or other things. It’s the rejuvenation I didn’t know I 
needed and often the thing without which I’d be a whiny, 
cranky mess.

Some kids are more naturally empathetic than 
others. Some kids just naturally go give the crying 
child at the playground a hug, or share spontaneously 
and with ease. Some adults are, perhaps, more likely 
to choose caring behavior, giving charity money and 
welcoming the orphan and the stranger into their 
home, unprompted.

But it’s also true that the empathetic kid still needs 
other kinds of training – maybe to learn not to pick his 
nose in public, maybe to remember to say thank you to 
the nice lady at the bagel shop. And it might be true, as 
well, that there are other kinds of growth that even the 
more ethically inclined grown-up needs – maybe they need 
prompting to make mindful food choices or be patient 
with their colleagues.

Why this matters for us is the same reason it matters 
for our children: because the process of learning how 
to be a person in the world – a better person, a kinder 
person – is never really completed. The same part of us 
that wanted to cut in line at the bagel shop when we were 
2 is still in us when we’re 22 or 42, even if it manifests 
in different ways.

Our children have us as their teachers and guides, but 
even as grown-ups, we always have the opportunity to 
grow into a kinder, softer, more-aware-of-the-sacred, 
more empathetic version of ourselves. For me, anyway, a 
spiritual practice is one thing that helps me to get there – at 
least a little bit.

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg is the author of “Nurture the 
Wow: Finding Spirituality in the Frustration, Boredom, 
Tears, Poop, Desperation, Wonder and Radical Amazement 
of Parenting.” She was named by Newsweek as one of 10 
“rabbis to watch” and by the Forward as one of the top 
50 women rabbis in America.

Kveller is a community of women and parents who 
convene online to share, celebrate and commiserate their 
experiences of raising kids through a Jewish lens. Visit 
Kveller.com.

When we become more conscious about 
guarding our tongues and not saying 
every mean, snarky thing that comes to 
mind, little by little we become the kind 
of people who don’t bring nasty speech 
into the world. When I choose, with 
intentionality, to connect to the sacred 
through blessing and prayer, I become 
the kind of person who is more aware of 
the sacred. And that feeds and nourishes 
me in ways that I wouldn’t necessarily 
seek out on my own.
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The Jewish Community wishes to express
its sympathy to the family of

Milton Koffman

Tot Time at TC
Tot Time, a program for younger children and their par-

ents, will be held on Saturday, May 7, at 9 am, at Temple 
Concord, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. The program will 
be held earlier than its normally scheduled time.

The program will be the final day of Temple Concord 
religious school. All Tot Time families will be welcome to 
join the religious school students for breakfast, beginning 
at 9 am, in the temple’s social hall, and then continue with 
other activities throughout the morning.

Tot Time is sponsored by Temple Concord Sisterhood 
for children ages 2-5. It is free and open to the public, 
with no reservations needed. A parent must attend with 
the children. For more information, contact Lauren Fitch 
at Tctots@gmail.com.

Helen Levinson will be the featured speaker at a Holo-
caust Memorial Day lecture on Thursday, May 5, at 7 pm, 
at Temple Beth-El, 402 N. Tioga St., Ithaca. The event will 
be free and open to the public.

Levinson says she survived the Holocaust because of 
“a thousand miracles.” She escaped the Majdanek con-
centration camp in Poland because a mailman, who was a 
friend of her father’s, gave her a Hitler Youth uniform. She 
then assumed a Catholic identity with a fake birth certif-

Talk by survivor to mark Holocaust Memorial Day
icate obtained from a priest and traveled through Poland, 
Austria and Germany looking for work. Levinson moved 
to Rochester after the war.

At the commemoration, several Holocaust survivors 
from the Ithaca area will be honored in a candle-lighting 
ceremony. The Ithaca Children’s Choir will also perform.

The event will be sponsored by the Ithaca Area United 
Jewish Community, a non-profit organization that supports 
Jewish communities locally and around the world.

Funding has also been provided by Tompkins Trust 
Company; Wegmans; Area Congregations Together; 
Advanced Dental Technology of Ithaca II; Lifespan 
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Speech 
and Language Pathology; Ithaca Oral Surgery and 
Implant Center; Temple Beth-El; and Congregation 
Tikkun v’Or.

For more information, contact Marjorie Hoffman at 
257-9924 or at Marjorie@twcny.rr.com.

directed by Mary Stuart Masterson, Davidson’s wife. Mas-
terson is a filmmaker and an actress, starring in numerous 
films, including “Fried Green Tomatoes,” “Some Kind of 
Wonderful” and more.

Presented by Storyhorse, the film is a multimedia read-
ing based on transcribed conversations with the family of 
Joseph Elone, a 17-year-old Poughkeepsie High School 
student and victim of Lyme Disease. The event will be 
followed by a discussion with Dr. Richard Horowitz, a 
Lyme specialist and author.

Local filmmaker’s docudrama about 
Lyme Disease to be screened in Vestal

A docudrama about one family’s battle with Lyme 
Disease, “the little things,” will be screened on Sunday, 
May 8, at 11:30 am, in the auditorium of African Road 
Elementary/Middle School, 600 S. Benita Blvd., Vestal.

The film was written by local actor and filmmaker Jeremy 
Davidson (the stage name of Jeremy Greenberg), son of 
Mickey Greenberg, of Vestal, and an alumus of Vestal High 
School and Binghamton University. He wrote and directed 
the Holocaust film “Tickling Leo,” and has appeared in 
several films and television programs. The docudrama was 

The Jewish Community Center of Binghamton will 
celebrate the eighth annual Preschool Literacy Day on 
Thursday May 5, from 5:30-7:30 pm, at the JCC, 500 
Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. It will be free and open to the entire 
community, due to donations from the Judith and Edwin 
Cohen Foundation and International Paper.

The event will feature representations of Clifford the 
Big Red Dog and his friend, Emily Elizabeth. It will also 
include a concert by song leader and musician Johnny 
Only. Children will have the chance to “explore Clifford’s 

JCC to celebrate annual Preschool Literacy Day
journey” through a series of books written by Norman 
Bridwell. The JCC’s auditorium will explore Clifford’s 
stories with hands-on activities, including art, science, 
sensory and large motor movement. Children have been 
encouraged to come dressed as their favorite literary char-
acters and cameras will be welcome. 

“Literacy Day is about bringing books to life and getting 
children excited about reading,” said Marlene Schwartz 
Patrick, JCC early childhood director. “It started as a small, 
in-house event in 2008 for the children attending the JCC’s 

Early Childhood Center. Because it was so successful, 
we decided to open it up to preschool children and their 
families across Broome County, and we are so thrilled 
with the outcome.”

Program partners for the event are WSKG, Roberson 
Museum and Science Center and the Vestal Volunteer Fire 
Department. The target audience is children ages 2-5 and 
their parents and grandparents. Free books will be given out 
to children at the door on a first-come, first-served basis.

For more information, contact the JCC office at 724-2417.

JLI explores lessons in character from biblical 
stories of Kings, Judges and Prophets

The next Jewish Learning Institute course will be 
“Strength and Struggle: Lessons in Character from the 
Stories of Our Prophets.” It will begin in May on six 
consecutive Mondays, beginning on May 16, at 7 pm, 
and on six consecutive Wednesdays, beginning on May 
18, at 9:30 am. The course will be held at the Chabad 
Center, 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal. Those interested 
can register by contacting rslonim@Jewishbu.com, 
calling 797-0015 or visiting www.myJLI.com. The 
cost for the course will be $70, or $120 per couple or 
multiple sign-ups. The fee includes the textbook. There 
will be a $5 additional fee for registration received after 
Sunday, May 8.

“Have you been meaning to expand your Jewish learn-
ing horizons and waiting for the perfect opportunity? This 
might be it,” said Rivkah Slonim, the JLI instructor in 
Binghamton. “For the last 10 years, hundreds of Bing-
hamton residents have been taking advantage of courses 
written and produced by JLI, which has affiliates in 350 
U.S. countries and many in cities around the world.”

“Strength and Struggle” spans six eras in biblical history, 
to acquaint participants with the nuances of the Israelites’ 
formative stages as a nation, as well as details of various 
characters, including David, Saul, Ruth, Jephthah, Elijah, 
Elishah and Jonah.

“The course is filled with eternal lessons for life, of 
struggle and triumph, courage and humility, hope and re-
silience,” explained Slonim. “If you ever wanted to meet 
King David in person, this is about as close as you’ll come.”

Dr. Simchah Leibowitz, the representative of the World 

Zionist Federation to North America and an expert on 
leadership and biblical studies, commented about the 
course, “Even great leaders, judges and kings experience 
challenging circumstances and moments of weakness 
from which we must learn to emerge even stronger. I 
am certain that participants in this program will find 
this original and fascinating approach to biblical study 
meaningful and relevant to their lives and to the daily 
challenges they face.”

JLI courses are designed to appeal to people at all 
levels of Jewish knowledge, including those without any 
prior experience or background in Jewish learning. All 

JLI courses are open to the public, and attendees need not 
be affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple or other 
house of worship.

I-88 Exit 7 • AFTON, NY  Call for tee times
www.aftongolf.com

AFTON GOLF COURSE

Weekday Special • Monday - Friday

1-800-AFTON-18 (1-800-238-6618)
 or 639-2454

Open to the public

 Green Fee & Cart $28.00
18 holes with a cart & lunch $34.00

ERNEST H. PARSONS
FUNERAL HOME

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
AND PRE-FUNDING AVAILABLE

Faithfully Serving Broome County Since 1928

Joseph Fritsch
Managing Director

71 Main St., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone 607-724-1336

Fax 800-948-5844

parsonsfuneral@yahoo.com
www.ParsonsFuneral.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
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Off the Shelf

RABBI RACHEL ESSERMAN

As a teenager, I had little to no interest in reading mys-
teries. My preferred genre was literary novels, although I 
did enjoy a few fantasy series. In college, I read Dashiell 
Hammett and Raymond Chandler, but only because they 
were considered American classics. The one exception was 
Dorothy Sayer’s novels, the first of which was given to me 
by a friend. I read the series not because I liked myster-
ies, but because I fell in love with the detective, amateur 
sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. The first mystery I bought that 
wasn’t a classic was a bonus book from the Literary Guild 
Book Club: “Murder on the Yellow Brick Road” by Stuart 
M. Kaminsky. It was fun and I was soon so hooked on 
mysteries that I became a member of the Mystery Guild 
Book Club. I still love reading mysteries, although I’ve 
tried to cut back on the number of series I read (and have 
successfully managed to stop a few). However, I soon 
find myself eyeing – and buying books – by new authors. 
There’s something satisfying about reading mysteries: a 
puzzle is solved, even if not always to my satisfaction. 
However, the three mysteries in this review should leave 
almost all readers happy and content.

“Saving Sophie”
When I read Ronald H. Balson’s first novel, “Once We 

Were Brothers,” there came a moment when I realized 
that if the book didn’t end the way I wanted, I was going 
to throw it across the room and then stomp on it. Fortu-
nately, its conclusion was everything a reader could want. 
I felt a similar impulse about 100 pages from the end of 
his latest work, “Saving Sophie” (St. Martin’s Griffin); 
while the ending was not exactly the one I envisioned, 

Hot mysteries for a warm spring
the result was even more satisfying.

At first, the plot of “Saving Sophie” focuses on the 
embezzlement of $88 million, but it soon expands into a 
variety of absorbing subplots that tie together into a perfect 
knot by its conclusion. The three suspected embezzlers 
quickly disappear, but readers learn about one of them: 
widower Jack Sommers, a Jewish lawyer whose daughter, 
Sophie, has been kidnapped by her Arab grandparents and 
taken to the disputed territories in Israel. The embezzled 
money was originally to serve as a ransom for Sophie, but 
it soon becomes apparent that something else is happening. 
Jack’s law firm hires investigator Liam Taggart to find the 
missing man and lawyer Catherine Lockhart to represent 
the firm against a corporate lawsuit that claims it’s to 
blame for the embezzlement. However, almost nothing is 
as it first seems: this includes a mysterious CIA operative 
who’s more concerned with capturing potential Palestinian 
terrorists than the recovery of an American citizen.

Balson knows how to hook readers and keep them 
hooked. While “Saving Sophie” is more than 400 pages, 
it felt much shorter because the pages just flew by. In fact, 
it was so absorbing that I can’t tell you if all the plot ele-
ments made complete sense because I was too busy trying 
to find out what happened next. Those who loved Balson’s 
first novel will definitely want to read this one. The good 
news for those who have already read both is that a third 
is due out this fall.

“Playing with Fire”
Can music change a person’s soul? That question 

underlies the mystery in Tess Gerritsen’s “Playing with 

Fire” (Ballantine Books). After violinist Julia Ansdell 
plays a piece of unpublished music – the “Incendio” 
waltz – she discovered when visiting Rome, her daughter, 
Lily, begins to act strangely. Did the disturbing piece 
of music change the sweet Lily into a demon? Julia’s 
husband, Rob, is sympathetic to her concerns at first, but 
memories of Julia’s late mother, who died in a sanitarium, 
begin to make family and friends question from whom 
the danger arises.

In addition to Julia’s story, which is set in contemporary 
times, the novel also focuses on Lorenzo Todesco, a Jewish 
violinist who lived in Italy before and during World War 
II. Lorenzo’s family refuses to leave Italy because they 
can’t believe the country in which their family has lived 
for centuries would turn on them. That’s true even after 
their friend, Professor Augosto Balboni, warns them of 
the great danger they face. One reason Lorenzo remains 
is his relationship with the professor’s daughter, Laura. 
The two are preparing a duet on violin and cello for a 
major competition. However, fate has something else 
in store for the two musicians. The connection between 
Julia’s discovery and Lorenzo’s life makes for a heart-
breaking tale.

Part of Gerritsen’s solution to Julia’s dilemma was jar-
ring at first, but satisfying upon reflection. The fast-paced 
novel features fascinating plot twists and turns, and some 
unexpected detours. The book was so exciting that, after 
starting it during my lunch hour, I had to finish it before 
going to bed that night.
See “Mysteries” on page 11
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Binghamton, NY 13902. Purpose: 
Any Lawful  Purpose. Date of 
dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF  
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY: 
The name of the limited liability 
company is: ERNIE FARMS, LLC 
(the “Company”). The date of filing 
of the Articles of Organization of 
the Company with the Secretary 
of State was March 30, 2016. The 
county in which the principal place 
of business of the Company shall 
be located is Broome County. 
The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any process 
against the Company, to Hinman, 
Howard & Kattell, LLP, Attn: Ronald 
L. Greene, 80 Exchange Street, 
Suite 700, Binghamton, NY 13901. 
The purpose of the business of the 
Company is any lawful business 
purpose.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 5F3D86, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/29/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
99 Hawley St., Ste. 200, Binghamton, 
NY  13901.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is 402
 AIRPORT RD HOLDINGS LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is April 5,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post office
 address to which the Secretary

Tier Pet Grooming LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 02/19/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 5 Prince Edward Ct., Endicott, 
NY  13760.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of The 
Grapevine Cafe, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 02/25/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 220 Main St., Johnson City, 
NY  13790.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of
HNJ HOMES LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 03/08/2016. 
Office location: Broome Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, c/o Leasure, Gow, Munk 
& Rizzuto, 101 Jefferson Avenue, 
Endicott, NY 13760. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of NDG Capital 
Partners, LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/14/16. Office Location: Broome 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom service of process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: P.O. Box 678, Vestal, 
NY 13851-0678. Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
Jesan Sorrells, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
1/19/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
South West of Belmont 6.6, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/28/16. Office location: 
Broome County. SSNY designated 
LLC agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC, 
Attn: John G. Dowd, PO Box 1905, 

 of State shall mail a copy of any
 process against the LLC served
 upon him or her is: 501 Meeker
 Road, Vestal, NY 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of All Phase 
Construction of the Southern Tier, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/04/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 33 Moeller St., Binghamton, 
NY  13904.  Purpose: any lawful 
activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of CAN AM 
WEST, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/04/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 320 N. Jensen Rd., 
Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Green Tree 
- Vestal, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
03/04/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1550 Vestal Parkway 
East, Vestal, NY  13850.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Newman 
Development Group of Front Street, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 04/06/16.  
Office location: Broome County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 50 Front 
Street Associates, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 04/06/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 300 Plaza Dr., Vestal, NY  13850.  
Purpose: any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
South West of Lititz 6.1, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/28/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 

upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
CoreLife trademarks, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/21/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A DOMESTICE LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY

Name of LLC: T2R Group, LLC
Date of Formation: 03/01/2016
Office of T2R Group LLC: Broome 
County
The NY Secretary of State has been 
designated as the agent upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to T2R 
Group, LLC at: 
T2R Group LLC
2520 Vestal Parkway East PMB#244                          
Vestal, NY 13850

Registered Agent: 
UNITED STATES CORPORATION 
AGENTS INC
7014 13TH AVENUE STE 202                          
BROOKLYN, NY 11228

Purpose: Any lawful act or activity
______________________

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC):  Name:  
Advocates For Autism, LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 03/18/2016.  Office 
location:  Broome County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to:  c/o 
ADVOCATES FOR AUTISM, LLC, 
333 Birch Street, Vestal, 13850.  
Purpose:  Any lawful purpose.  
Latest date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve:  No specific date.
______________________

Notice of Formation of DG 
Technologies LLC. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/19/16. Office Location: 
Broome Co. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom service 
of process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Daniel 
J. Gregoris, 44 Schiller Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13905. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: 
PALMER ROOFING, LLC, Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
3/4/16. Office location: Broome 
County. SSNY designated LLC agent 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: LLC, Attn: John G. 
Dowd, PO Box 1905, Binghamton, 
NY 13902. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. Date of dissolution: None.
______________________

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
UNDER NEW YORK LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY LAW 

1. The name of the limited liability
 company (“LLC”) is MAA SREE
 DURGA LLC.

2. The date of filing of the Articles
 of Organization with the
 Secretary of State is March 11,
 2016. 

3. The County within the State
 of New York in which the
 principal office of the LLC is
 located is Broome.

4. The Secretary of State of
 the State of New York is hereby
 designated as agent of the LLC
 upon whom process against
 it may be served.  The post
 office address to which the
 Secretary of State shall mail
 a copy of any process against
 the LLC served upon him or her
 is: 900 Vestal Parkway, Vestal,
 New York 13850.

5. The character or purpose of the
 business of the LLC is any
 purpose allowed by law.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Rock River 
Laboratory Northeast, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 02/24/16.  Office 
location: Broome County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM, 
111 8TH AVE., NY, NY  10011, also 
the registered agent upon whom 
process may be served.  Purpose: 
any lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of 220 Main 
St., LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/25/16.  Office location: Broome 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 220 Main St., Johnson 
City, NY  13790.  Purpose: any 
lawful activities.
______________________

Notice of Formation of Southern 
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TC Sisterhood to 
hold donor event

Temple Concord Sisterhood’s 2016 donor event will be 
a Victorian Tea Party on Sunday, May 15, at noon, at the 
temple, 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton. Ailsa Donnelly, guest 
speaker, will share traditions for an English tea.

A traditional tea menu and additional lunch fare will be 
served. Recipes will come from United Kingdom cook-
books, which Donnelly will share with Donor Co-chair-
women Deb Daniels and Danielle Pratt.

Reservations can be made by calling the temple office at 
723-7355 by Thursday, May 12. Organizers have reminded 
the community that it is “never too late” to become a donor. 
Checks for $25, or $36 for those who wish to bring a guest, 
can be mailed to Terri Bennett, Sisterhood treasurer and 
financial secretary, at 253 Vivian Ln., Vestal, NY 13850, 
or they may be given at the door on May 15.

Donnelly, who is Scottish, was raised in India until the 
age of 12. Her family moved back to Scotland, where she 
attended boarding school and went on to a finishing school 
near London. She emigrated to California in her early 20s, 
when she was sponsored by a cousin who was a professor 
at Cal Tech. There she met her husband, who was a grad-
uate student at Cal Tech. They moved to Rice University 
in Texas and then to SUNY Binghamton. Since he retired, 
they have traveled throughout the world, including Ecua-
dor, Venezuela, West Indies, Brazil, Argentina, Australia, 
Solomon Islands, Thailand and Vietnam.

Donnelly said she enjoys discussing the many tradi-
tions of an afternoon tea, including the different types 
of “tea time.” For example, the English tea is served in 
late afternoon, as compared with “high tea,” which is 
served later as a supper meal. Donnelly will describe the 
many traditional foods served at tea. “She is a delightful 
story-teller,” said Daniels.

By Paula Rubin
The Beth David Sisterhood annual donor program will 

be held on Wednesday, May 11, at 7:30 pm, at the home of 
Marti Klionsky. The minimum donation to attend will be 
$25, which will include light dairy refreshments.

The program “Stories and Songs” will feature Jan 
DeAngelo, who will perform a medley of narrative works, 
along with vocal selections. DeAngelo’s repertoire has 
been built through musical accomplishments as a vocal 
coach and instructor, a pianist and a choral director. He is 

Jan DeAngelo to entertain at BD 
Sisterhood donor event

also a dance choreographer, he knows circus techniques, 
he acts and he is a fitness instructor.

“That is where most of us know [DeAngelo], from the 
Jewish Community Center,” organizers noted.

“Donor is one of our major fund-raisers for Sisterhood,” 
said Marlene Serkin, the fund-raising vice president for 
Beth David Sisterhood. “Funds raised go toward a major 
project for the shul.”

To RSVP or for more information, call Serkin at 
729-3235.

CJS held “What’s New at BU?”

L-r: Professors Dina Danon and Bryan Kirschen spoke 
at a College of Jewish Studies event on the Binghamton 
University Judaic Studies Department’s Ottoman Jewish 
Studies program on April 7.

Professor Bryan Kirschen spoke with audience members 
Professor Steven Straight and Howard Warner.

The new Center for Israel Studies was spotlighted at a CJS 
event on April 14 with (l-r) Professors Shay Rabineau and 
Randy Friedman.

Following their presentations, the speakers answered 
questions. L-r: Professor Benita Roth, Professor Shay 
Rabineau, Jewish Federation President Arieh Ullmann, 
Professor Randy Friedman and Neisen Luks.

on www.this-place.org, “Brenner was driven by a desire 
to facilitate a visual counter-argument to the prevailing, 
often polarized, representations of Israel and the West 
Bank in both national and international news media. Whilst 
on the one hand acknowledging and paying heed to the 
region’s ongoing conflicts, ‘This Place’ also asks that we 
look beyond this – that we widen and multiply our lens.”

For more information on the exhibit, visit www.this-place.
org and www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/this_place.

The group for the day trip will also attend a guided tour 
of the adjacent botanic garden, including seasonal highlights 
such as ornamental cherries, the lilac collection, a display 
of tulips and other bulbs, and later spring blooms such as 
peonies, wisteria, crab apples and Spanish bluebells. The 
botanic garden tour runs for about an hour and a half.

Museum Continued from page 1
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says Christopher Warnack, director of marketing at Things 
Remembered, a retailer of personalized gifts.

More than a quarter of all Mother’s Day shopping takes 
place at specialty stores, according to recent National Retail 
Federation statistics. And it’s no wonder – these stores spe-
cialize in items your mother won’t soon forget. With 50 years 
of experience helping people create gifts and accessories, 
the experts at Things Remembered are sharing some ideas 
for creating personalized Mother’s Day gifts.
R Practical – Sometimes the best gifts are the ones the 
recipient will use most, but practical doesn’t have to 
mean plain. Whether Mom loves to cook or it’s Dad’s 
duty, there’s probably a recipe she loves. A cutting board 
personalized with a favorite family recipe makes a beau-
tiful addition to any kitchen. And if she can’t get going 
without her morning coffee, a travel mug personalized 
with a fun message written for her will put a smile on 
her face, even on Mondays. 
R Fashionable – For fashion-forward mothers, complement 
her sophisticated or quirky fashion sense with a one-of-a-kind 
handbag. A leather tote bag personalized with a monogram 
in gold foil will upgrade her daytime style. And to help her 
See “Gifts” on page 7
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Temple Israel Religious School learned about Passover

L-r: At Temple Israel Religious School on April 12, Eli 
Knowlton, Sloan Weinstein and Lee Foreman made gifts 
to take home for their seder, including a family haggadah 
to use at the seder and a matzah cover and matzah box.

A seder was held on April 17 at the Jewish Community Center for all students and families 
of the Temple Israel Religious School.

Sixth grade student Jacob 
Weinstein was “abba” of 
the seder held on April 17 
at the Jewish Community 
Center for all students and 
families of the Temple Israel 
Religious School.

The Knowlton family attended the seder for Temple Israel. 
L-r: Lisa Altman, Isaac Knowlton, Eli Knowlton and Paul 
Knowlton.

At right: Kim 
a n d  J a c o b 
Weinstein posed 
for a photo after 
the seder on 
April 17 held 
for  s tudents 
and families of 
Temple Israel.

Personalize your Mother’s Day gifts
(StatePoint) – Mother’s Day is all about making Mom 

feel special. And what better way than with a thoughtful gift 
created with her style and personality in mind?

“Whether you opt for something extravagant or something 
she’ll use all the time, when you personalize a gift, you know 
you’re getting something no one else selected for their Mom,” 

Television Project, part two
The Jewish Museum in New York City will 

hold the second installment of “The Television 
Project: Some of My Best Friends” from March 
18-August 14. The exhibit examines antisemi-

tism through the lens of television and pop culture. Culled 
from more than 4,000 holdings of the Jewish Museum’s 
National Jewish Archive of Broadcasting, it features clips 
from programs spanning the last 60 years, works of art and 
ephemera, and reveals antisemitism as an issue in Ameri-
can society of the past and present. For more information, 
visit http://thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions or contact the 
museum at info@thejm.org or 212-423-3200.
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stand out from the crowd at night, accessorize her evenin-
gwear with a leather and gold medallion purse with her 
engraved monogram. Want to add a detail that makes it just 
from you? Engrave a secret message card with a note and 
add it to her purse.
R Sentimental – From keepsake and shadowboxes to mem-
orable pieces of jewelry, Mother’s Day is the perfect time 
to get sentimental. Daughters can consider gifting Mom a 
matching bracelet, inscribed with nicknames or lines from 
a shared favorite song. For first-time moms, dads can help 
keep the new baby close to mom’s heart with an engraved 
sterling silver locket. Or, give Mom a home for her second 
most valuable possessions. A jewelry box, whether mirrored, 
lacquered, leather or wood, can be personalized with a special 
note to add more meaning.
R Fun – For moms who know how to have fun, consider 
a colorful, personalized tote bag, complete with a fun, 

Gifts Continued from page 6
quirky message or “Momism” to assist on her trips to the 
farmer’s market, the spa or the gym. Another fun gift to 
consider is a vacuum-sealed, insulated, stainless steel bottle 
that travels well and can carry a full bottle of wine. You 

can add a name or fun quip, such as “Moms Wine Too,” 
to personalize it.

This Mother’s Day, think beyond the usual gifts to show 
Mom you truly understand her personality and interests.

First person

New initiative ran by Chabad on campus
By Haley Silverstein

Through events like challah baking, pizza making, 
tzedakah box decorating and ping pong playing, Chabad 
of Binghamton encouraged dozens of Jewish students to 
unite together.”What’s new about that?” you might be 
thinking. The answer is: these gatherings were for a specific 
purpose, for hakhel.

Hakhel is the biblical commandment for all men, women 
and children to gather at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
once every seven years to hear the Jewish king read certain 
portions of the Torah. Since the destruction of the Temple, 
the commandment can no longer be fulfilled in the literal 
sense. Hakhel, the concept, however, has continued on 
through Jews staging gatherings – large and small – with 
family, friends and acquaintances each hakhel year.

Rabbi Levi Slonim, the director of programming and 
development at Chabad of Binghamton, wanted to find a 
way to bring this idea to the forefront and give students at 
Binghamton University an opportunity to gather and talk 
about Jewish identity in this year of Jewish unity.

“Let’s look at the heart of what this mitzvah was about... 
the message and the theme and the purpose of this mitzvah is 
very much relevant today, perhaps more relevant today than 
even in those days. The themes of unity, emphasizing what 
we share in terms of history and destiny and the theme of 
strengthening our connection to God are integral and often get 
lost in the hustle and bustle of every day life,” Slonim said.

The student-led Hakhel Committee identified campus 
leaders who would facilitate the meetings and invite their 

friends to the gatherings. Groups ordered food from Chabad 
and chose an activity.

There were nearly 40 different hakhel gatherings 
throughout the month of February. Groups of students 
from different campus living communities, Greek life 
organizations, Birthright buses, a capella groups and 
summer camps reunited to discuss their purpose as Jews 
and to talk about times when they feel most connected to 
the religion. All in all, almost 500 students were involved.

“We added an activity component because it’s hard to 
get your friends to talk about Jewish unity without some 
type of organic interaction,” said Dyana Beretz, a junior 
at Binghamton University and Hakhel Committee head.

According to Beretz, these gatherings were meant to 
be true “FaceTimes,” swapping electronic communication 
with face-to-face interactions and creating an opportunity 
for deeper connections.

“Maybe you see things differently or do things differ-
ently, but there is this underlying connection,” she said. 
“Regardless of who you are, there’s something there that 
connects you just by the fact that you’re Jewish.”

Talia Laserson, a freshman at Binghamton University, 
attended two hakhel gatherings – one, a pizza making event 
with her friends, and the other, a kumzitz (a gathering) with 
her a cappella group.

“Mostly the take away was that we all realized that we’re 
really lucky,” Laserson said. “Whether this was our first 
experience with a Jewish community or it was something 
we were used to, I think the common feeling was that we’re 

all just really fortunate to have it here [at Binghamton].”
Laserson said she feels most connected to her Jewish 

identity on Shabbat, when she separates herself from the 
thousands of students at Binghamton University and joins 
a personal community.

“I think the hakhel events are important for that same 
reason,” she said. “I was running around all week and then, 
all of a sudden, on a Tuesday night I was having a kumzitz 
with my friends just to be a part of a community.”

The month-long initiative ended with a banquet in the 
Mandela Room on campus to demonstrate the scale of 
the project. Students from all of the different groups came 
together for dinner and a presentation of the statistics 
gathered from the smaller gatherings.

Ariel Kutcher, a Binghamton sophomore ,who organized 
his own hakhel gathering, asked students at the event to 
think deeply about what it means to be a Jew in college. 
With increased unity as his objective, Kutcher encouraged 
his peers to make a change in their lives.

“In this year of unity, I implore you to reach out to that 
person you met at Chabad, come to services, spend that 
left over change on tzedakah, and not your third cup of 
coffee for the day,” he said. “Take some time to foster a 
connection. Grow together.”

Haley Silverstein is a senior at Binghamton University 
majoring in political science.

Student leaders heard from Rabbi Levi Slonim as he 
discussed aspects of the project at the kick-off event.

A crowd listened to the speakers at the closing event, where 
about 150 students gathered for a hakhel banquet.

The “Unite4Purpose” leadership committee at Binghamton 
University worked for months to organize and encourage 
small gatherings during the hakhel year as part of a pilot 
project overseen by the Rohr Chabad Center for Jewish 
Life. L-r: Elana Atlas, Mariah Stein, Dyana Beretz, Rebecca 
Malits and Gilad Greenstein.
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Sousa Mendes was Catholic, but 
a descendant of the “conversos” – 
Jews who were forced to convert to 
Christianity some 500 years earlier 
during the Spanish Inquisition. He 
was the Portuguese consul stationed 
in Bordeaux, France, with his wife 
and 12 children at the outbreak of 
World War II. With Hitler’s invasion 
of France, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands in May 1940, 
thousands of Jewish refugees were 
forced to flee south, escaping the Nazi 
march. Their last hope was going 
through Portugal. That June, Sousa 
Mendes issued thousands of lifesav-
ing visas to Jewish and non-Jewish 
refugees against his government’s 
directive, dubbed “Circular 14,” which made it illegal for 
Holocaust refugees to pass through Portugal. For his heroic 
act, Sousa Mendes was punished by his government.

His story is the subject of the documentary film “Dis-
obedience: The Sousa Mendes Story,” a book written by 
one of his sons, and Bruce’s oratorio, “Circular 14: The 
Apotheosis of Aristides,” which recently premiered at 
Los Angeles’s American Jewish University and will be 
performed at other locations in the United States. Sousa 
Mendes Foundation President Olivia Mattis, a Ph.D. musi-
cologist and Bruce’s colleague, commissioned the oratorio 
marking the 50th anniversary of the “Righteous” designation. 
“[Presenting history through music] is an effective way to 
capture audiences who might not otherwise have heard the 
story,” Mattis told JNS.org.

Daniel Matuzewitz was 7 years old in Brussels when 
the Nazis invaded in 1940. His family left by train while 
his father, who was in the leather business, stayed behind 
to pay off his debts. The family planned to rendezvous 
in Paris, but when that city was bombed on June 3, the 
ensuing chaos made meeting up difficult. Eventually, the 
family reunited and took a train to Bordeaux, France, 
where Daniel’s father met Rabbi Chaim Kruger, a Polish 
Jew who immigrated to Brussels in the 1920s. He, too, 
was trying to flee with his wife and five children. Kruger 
told the Matuzewitzs to go to the Portuguese Consulate 
for the required visa to leave. Only a month earlier in Bor-
deaux, Kruger met Sousa Mendes, who gave the rabbi and 
his family safe refuge inside the consul’s personal living 
quarters, and the two forged a friendship.

against Sousa Mendes and condemned him harsher than the 
Portuguese legal system. The diplomat was fined $10,000, a 
relatively minor punishment, for violating Circular 14. But 
Salazar stripped him of his job and his social stature, and he 
was prevented from earning a living to support his children, 
who were eventually sent away to live with various Catholic 
families in North America. (Sousa Mendes had 14 children, 
two of whom died young, with his first wife, and a 15th child 
with his second wife after the war.) The family estate and 
their possessions were taken and he died penniless in 1954. 
His last wish was for his children to clear his name.

Many of those children ended up in the U.S., including 
his son, Sebastian, who wrote of his father’s plight in the 
1951 book “Flight Through Hell” – which presents the story 
as fiction, to protect his father from further persecution. A 
few years later, his daughter, Joana, started a letter-writing 
campaign to clear her father’s name. She appealed to the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and Israeli Prime Minister 
David Ben-Gurion, who ordered 20 trees planted in Israel 
in Sousa Mendes’ memory in 1962.

In 1966, he was posthumously awarded the “Righteous” 
honor by Yad Vashem. His descendants then turned toward 
their homeland, where further clearing the Sousa Mendes 
name meant Portuguese government intervention. His son, 
John Paul Abranches, petitioned Lisbon to reopen the case 
and honor his father as a hero. With help from northern 
California’s Jewish community, where Abranches lived, and 
several Jewish U.S. congressmen, the Portuguese parliament 
exonerated Sousa Mendes in 1988 and ordered reparations for 
the family. The descendants, who never received the money 
directly, used the funds to start the Portuguese foundation 
Fundaçao Aristides de Sousa Mendes, to reacquire their 
ancestral home to create a permanent memorial.

In 2010, Mattis’ father, Daniel, was watching French-lan-
guage TV when he randomly caught the documentary on 
Sousa Mendes, recognizing him as the man who saved his 
family, the Matuzewitzs, 70 years earlier. He was shocked 
to learn the diplomat suffered and lost everything. Equally 
stunned was his daughter, Olivia, who started searching for 
Sousa Mendes descendants and connected with several of 
his children on Facebook. “I never knew he was punished 
and exiled for saving people like my dad and his family,” 
she said. “It stopped me dead in my tracks.”

She realized that partnering with family members to 
form the U.S.-based Sousa Mendes Foundation could help 
preserve this part of Holocaust history. A grant allowed 
the foundation to document the visa recipients’ personal 
stories, which are mostly still held within families and not 
part of written Holocaust remembrance. More recently, they 
turned to a crowd-funding campaign that raised $40,000 
in six weeks to continue interviewing aging visa recipients 
before they die and their stories are lost.

“Olivia has brought all of the elements of this puzzle to-
gether – the descendants, the visa recipients and the people 
interested in the history,” Daniel Mattis, now 83, told JNS.org.

In its effort to preserve Holocaust history, the foundation 
website, sousamendesfoundation.org, allows visitors to 
search for visa recipients by name, by country, by ship or 
by the Portuguese region where they lived. Fund-raising 
efforts include plans to help make the Sousa Mendes ances-
tral home in Cabanas de Viriato, Portugal, into a museum. 
The foundation also funded a traveling artifacts exhibit, 
the oratorio, and a graphic novel for youngsters to learn 
about Sousa Mendes’ actions. 

“It’s incumbent on the entire Jewish community,” said 
Mattis, “to remember those who saved our lives.”

At right: A performance 
of Neely Bruce’s oratorio, 
“Circular 14: The Apotheosis 
of Aristides,” named after 
Aristides de Sousa Mendes’ 
issuing of thousands of 
lifesaving visas to Jewish and 
non-Jewish refugees against 
the Portuguese government’s 
“Circular 14,” which made it 
illegal for Holocaust refugees 
to pass through Portugal. 
(Photo courtesy of the Sousa 
Mendes Foundation)

Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes in 1940. 
(Photo courtesy of 
the Sousa Mendes 
Foundation)

Hero Continued from page 1

By the time the Matuzewitzs got to the Consulate, thou-
sands of refugees had amassed outside, spilling over into a 
makeshift tent city in the nearby Parc des Quinconces. The 
refugees needed three visas – a French exit visa, a desti-
nation visa (the Portuguese visa Sousa Mendes provided) 
and a Spanish transit visa to pass through that country.  

Sousa Mendes was faced with the heart-wrenching 
moral dilemma of obeying his country’s law or helping 
desperate refugees destined for death. In a June 13, 1940, 
letter, Sousa Mendes wrote that the situation in Bordeaux 
was “horrible,” and he was “in bed suffering a nervous 
breakdown,” Mattis said. Sometime around this date, he 
decided to save them all and issued thousands of visas. But 
when the refugees got to the French/Spanish border on June 
21, Spanish authorities refused to let them enter, creating 
a huge bottleneck. Sousa Mendes arrived there and, after 
arguing with the border guards, he lifted the gate himself 
allowing the people to cross. The crossings went on until 
the end of June, when the border was sealed.

The Matuzewitzs then took a train to the Portuguese bor-
der. Upon arrival, Portuguese officials decided which Jews 
would be allowed to sail to other countries and which ones 
had to stay, assigned to “fixed residences” in certain villages. 
In these temporary quarters, their passports were taken, they 
were issued identification cards and they were barred from 
leaving. Eventually, by 1942, all of the refugees got passage out.

Among the lucky ones, the Matuzewitzs were permitted 
to sail to Brazil, where they stayed for a year before arriving 
in the U.S. in 1941. Upon entering, their family name was 
Americanized and shortened to Mattis.

While researching Sousa Mendes’ story for his oratorio, 
Bruce learned the Portuguese dictator António de Oliveira 
Salazar, in power at that time, had a personal vendetta 
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From JNS.org
Hebron rally kicks off celebrations 
for Six-Day War’s 50th anniversary

Some 17,000 people attended a rally in Hebron on April 
25 that kicked off celebrations marking the run-up to the 
50th anniversary of the 1967 Six-Day War. The war led to 
Israel gaining control over Hebron and the rest of Judea and 
Samaria, as well as eastern Jerusalem. A number of Israeli 
Knesset members and Cabinet ministers attended the April 
25 event. During Passover, areas in Hebron that are normally 
off limits to Jews due to security reasons have been opened. 
Only Jews were allowed to access the Cave of the Patriarchs 
holy site on April 25-26, to reduce potential friction with 
Muslim worshippers. The Israel Defense Forces and the 
Israel Police bolstered their presence in the area.
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By Alina Dain Sharon
JNS.org

On April 22, 196 nations across the world marked Earth 
Day, the annual day dedicated to environmental protection 
that was enacted in 1970. Not to be forgotten on this day 
is Israel, which is known as the “start-up nation” for its 
disproportionate amount of technological innovation, 
including in the area of protecting the environment. For 
Earth Day 2016, JNS.org presents a sampling of the Jewish 
state’s internal achievements and global contributions in 
the environmental realm.

 � Water conservation: Israeli water experts say that a com-
bination of water conservation technologies has made Israel 
nearly drought-proof. In a quest to conserve water while 
watering plants, Simcha Blass discovered drip irrigation 
in Israel in the 1930s. He realized that instead of watering 
land with uncontrolled amounts of water, he could create a 
device that uses friction and water-pressure loss to regulate 
small leaks. The Israeli company Netafim established its 
first production facility in 1965 and eventually improved 
Blass’ original design with new technology. Today, Netafim 
operates in 120 countries. 

Israel is also known for desalination, the process of 
converting seawater into potable water. Among the nation’s 
five desalination plants, the world’s largest seawater desali-
nation plant, Sorek, is located about nine miles south of Tel 
Aviv and produces about 624,000 cubic meters (roughly 
164 million gallons) of potable water a day. The plant was 
built by IDE Technologies, an Israeli water desalination 
company named by MIT Technology Review as one of 
the world’s 50 smartest companies in 2015. It is the same 
company that co-designed the Western Hemisphere’s largest 
desalination plant, a California facility that is expected to 
provide the state with roughly 200,000 cubic meters (50 
million gallons) of drinking water daily.

In February 2016, the Israeli government signed a ma-
jor agreement with Jordan and the Palestinian Authority 
regarding a plan to desalinate and share approximately 120 
million cubic meters (about 32 billion gallons) of water 
from the Red Sea. A new desalination plant in the Jordanian 
city of Aqaba will be built for this purpose, and the project 
is expected to cost about $800 million.

Israel treats more than 86 percent of its sewage water. 
A recently released quality of life report for the 34-nation 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development  
showed that the proportion of Israelis not hooked up to 
wastewater recycling fell from 7.7 percent in 2000 to 2.2 
percent in 2014, giving Israel the best percentage in the 
OECD. One notable Israeli start-up company in this field is 
Tal-Ya Agriculture Solutions, which developed a reusable 
plastic tray that was shown to cause savings of at least 50 
percent in both water and fertilizer used for farming.

According to Israel NewTech, a national program led 
by the country’s Ministry of Industry, a delegation from 
a Romanian water utility company and the CEO of an 

Israel shines in water conservation, recycling, 
renewable energy

equivalent Brazilian company in April visited Israel to 
learn about the Jewish state’s water technologies.

“Nothing can compare to seeing Israeli technologies at 
work in person,” said Boaz Albaranes, Israel’s economic 
attaché in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

 � Recycling: The latest statistics from Israel’s Ministry of 
Environmental Protection show that the country recycles 
about 25 percent of its waste. The Israeli government 
had a goal to increase this figure to 50 percent by 2020, 
though it re-evaluated that goal to a more manageable 35 
percent in March 2016. The government has decided to 
offer additional cash incentives to towns to increase the 
amount of waste they recycle, and to build 46 new sorting 
and treatment facilities.

The Israeli company HomeBioGas has developed a 
system to turn kitchen waste and animal manure into cook-
ing gas and liquid fertilizer. According to the company’s 
website, using the system reduces both deforestation and the 
amount of methane that escapes from organic matter into 
the atmosphere, a concern pertaining to global warming. 
A typical family using the system, which is not powered 
by electricity and therefore conserves energy, will be able 
to produce enough gas to cook three meals a day.

Another Israeli invention is a bicycle made entirely 
of recycled cardboard, melted recycled plastic, and car 
tires. The bicycle, invented by Izhar Gafni, is durable 
enough to carry up to 300 pounds. Gafni plans to sell 
each bicycle for a modest $20, making it widely afford-
able. The bicycle’s use, Gafni hopes, will improve traffic 
congestion and reduce the amount of vehicle C02 emitted 
into the atmosphere.

 � Renewable energy and clean air: In recent months, Israel 
faced a controversy over renewed findings relating to air 
pollution in the northern city of Haifa, where several oil 
refineries, power plants and other chemical plants along the 

city’s port are known to cause pollution. “We will ensure 
that the trend we have embarked upon to clean Haifa of 
pollution will intensify on all fronts. We have much work 
ahead of us, but we are determined to do it on behalf of the 
health of the Haifa Gulf residents,” Israeli Environmental 
Protection Minister Avi Gabay said earlier in April.

 � Meanwhile, the Israeli government recently approved 
a plan to reduce the country’s emission of greenhouse 
gases and improve energy efficiency, which would help the 
Jewish state meets the goals of the 2015 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference. Under the plan, Israel will 
allocate NIS 500 million ($133 million) for government 
guarantees to loans given out to energy efficiency pro-
grams, and another NIS 300 million ($80 million) to grants 
for energy efficiency projects, particularly for small and 
medium-sized businesses working in the field. The Israeli 
government estimates that this will save the Israeli economy 
about NIS 30 billion ($8 billion), bringing Israel closer to 
meeting the goals set at last December’s U.N. conference 
in Paris. In addition, Israel is planning to create minimum 
requirements for the production of power from renewable 
sources and to remove barriers in the clean-tech industry.

 � Two wind farms housing 25 wind turbines apiece, in 
the northern Israeli villages of Ramat Sirin and Ma’ale 
Gilboa, have been built by Afcon Holdings. Each turbine 
produces 850 kilowatts of energy an hour.

 � The world’s tallest solar power plant is being built in 
Israel’s Negev Desert by Megalim Solar Power, with Gen-
eral Electric as a shareholder. The plant is estimated to cost 
$773 million and is expected to be completed next year. 
The plant will use 50,000 computer-controlled mirrors to 
focus solar rays on the tower, producing 121 megawatts 
of power – about 1 percent of Israel’s electricity needs. 
Additionally, the Ketura solar field, situated in Israel’s 
largest solar park, has a capacity of 40 megawatts and 
features 140,343 solar panels.

 � In November 2015, the U.S. Department of Energy 
and Israel’s Ministry of National Infrastructure, Energy 
and Water Resources announced $5.1 in funding for six 
clean energy projects as part of the Binational Industrial 
Research and Development Energy program. Among the 
program’s selected start-ups is a company aiming to develop 
smart electric grid solutions for industrial and commercial 
buildings, as well as companies working to reduce the 
cost and improve the production of solar energy systems 
deployed over water. Another start-up in the program aims 
to develop software that can assess the impact of wind 
turbines on birds, allowing for the development of more 
wind energy without hurting birds and bats.

 � Outside of Israel’s borders, the Israeli start-up Bree-
zoMeter, which developed a way to provide real-time 
data about air pollution, in February expanded to nine new 
countries, including countries like China that are grappling 
with major air pollution. 

In April, U.S. Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz (in 
front, second from right) toured Israel’s Sorek seawater 
desalination plant, the largest facility of its kind in the 
world. (Photo by Matty Stern/U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv)

See “Water” on page 11
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Congregational Notes

RABBI DANIEL J. SWARTZ, TEMPLE HESED, SCRANTON

Weekly Parasha
Passover (Yizkor), Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17

Friday, April 29, light candles ............................ 7:43 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, April 30 ........................ 8:44 pm
Friday, May 6, light candles ............................... 7:27 pm
Shabbat ends Saturday, May 7 ........................... 8:29 pm

Rohr Chabad Center
Affiliation: Chabad-Lubavitch
Rabbi: Aaron Slonim, E-mail: aslonim@binghamton.edu
Address: 420 Murray Hill Rd., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 797-0015, Fax: 797-0095
Website: www.Chabadofbinghamton.com
Chabad on the West Side
Rabbi: Zalman Chein, E-mail: zchein@JewishBU.com
Address: 27 Bennet Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 722-3252
Regular service times: Daily 7:30 am, Friday evening 6 pm, 
Shabbat morning 9:30 am, Maariv and Havdalah one hour 
after candle-lighting time, Sundays 9:30 am.
Linking Hearts for youngsters with special needs: This 
program connects Jewish special-needs children and 
teenagers, ages 5-14, who have mental, physical and/or 
functional disabilities, with student volunteers who will visit 
participating youngsters weekly in their homes. 
To join the mailing list, for up-to-date information on adult 
education offerings or to arrange for a private tutorial, for 
details concerning the Judaica shop and resource center, or 
for assistance through the Piaker Free Loan Society or Raff 
Maasim Tovim Foundation, call Chabad’s office at 797-0015.

Temple Beth El of Oneonta
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Molly Karp
Address: 83 Chestnut St., Oneonta, NY 13820
Mailing address: P.O. Box 383, Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-432-5522
Website: www.templebetheloneonta.org
E-mail: TBEOneonta@gmail.com
Regular service times: visit the temple website for days of 
services and times
Religious School/Education: Religious School, for grades 
kindergarten through bar/bat mitzvah, meets Sunday mornings. 
Rabbi Karp conducts services and holds classes in Torah, 
beginning Hebrew and Maimonides.
For a schedule of services, classes and events, see the website.

Penn-York Jewish Community
President and Treasurer-Secretary: Harvey Chernosky, 570-
265-3869
B’nai B’rith: William H. Seigel Lodge
Purpose: To promote Jewish identity through religious, cultural, 
educational and social activities in the Southern Tier of New York 
and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, including Waverly, NY; 
Sayre, Athens and Towanda, PA, and surrounding communities.

Temple Brith Sholom
Affiliation: Unaffiliated
Address: P.O. Box 572, 117 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-756-7181
President: Glen Goldwyn, ggoldwyn@twcny.rr.com
Service leaders: Lay leadership
Shabbat services: Either Friday evening at 7:30 pm or 
Saturday at 10 am from Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot. Holiday 
services are also held. Check the weekly e-mail for upcoming 
services. Contact the president to get on the e-mail list.
Religious School: Students are educated on an individual basis.
Temple Brith Sholom is a small equalitarian congregation 
serving the greater Cortland community. Congregants span 
the gamut of observance and services are largely dependent 
on the service leader. The Friday night siddur is “Likrat 
Shabbat,” while the Saturday morning siddur is “Gates of 
Prayer.” The community extends a warm welcome to the 
Jewish student population of SUNY Cortland, as well as the 
residents of local adult residences.

Temple Beth-El of Ithaca
Affiliation: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabbi: Scott L. Glass
Address: 402 North Tioga St. (the corner of Court and Tioga 
streets), Ithaca, NY 14850-4292
Phone: 273-5775
E-mail: rabbi@tbeithaca.org and secretary@tbeithaca.org
Website: www.tbeithaca.org
Co-presidents: Jerry Dietz and Richard Wallace
Sisterhood Co-presidents: Elizabeth Hess and Esther Racoosin
Director of Education: Rabbi Suzanne Brody
Administrative Assistant: Jane Griffith
Services: Fri. 8 pm; Sat. 10 am, unless otherwise announced.
Religious School/Education: September-May: Classes meet on 
Sunday, 9 am-12:30 pm and Wednesday afternoons, 3:45-5:45 
pm. The Midrashah (eighth grade and high school) classes will 
meet at times designated by their respective teachers.
Adult Ed.: Numerous weekly courses, several semester-long 
courses and a variety of mini-courses and lectures are offered 
throughout the year. Call the temple office for more details.

On Monday-Tuesday, May 16-17, Rabbi Jack Moline, 
executive director of Interfaith Alliance formerly director 
of the National Jewish Democratic Council and director of 
Public Policy for the Rabbinical Assembly, will speak at 
Temple Beth-El as part of the 2016 Adult Education Series 
honoring Rabbi Scott Glass for his 40 years of service to 
Temple Beth-El. On May 16, he will discuss “Adventures 
in the First Amendment” on interfaith relations. On May 
17, he will present “A Guide to Political Values – from the 
Mishnah!” on the 2016 presidential election.

Norwich Jewish Center
Orientation: Inclusive 
Rabbi: Rafael Goldstein
Address: 72 South Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815
Contact: Linda Horovitz, 336-7236
Contact: Guilia Greenberg, 373-5087
Purpose: To maintain a Jewish identity and meet the needs 
of the Jewish community in the area.
Services:  Held twice each month on certain Fridays at 7 pm 
except in December, January and February. Call for dates 
or more information.
Adult Ed.: Saturday morning study is held at 10 am. Call for 
more information and to confirm.

On Sunday, May 1, from 2-4 pm, Peri Smilo, a Jewish 
singer, will perform.

Kol Haverim 
Affiliation: Society for Humanistic Judaism
Address: P.O. Box 4972, Ithaca, NY 14852-4972
Phone: 607-277-3345
E-mail: info@kolhaverim.net
Website: www.kolhaverim.net
Chairman: Jonathan Joseph
Kol Haverim: The Finger Lakes Community for Humanistic 
Judaism, is an Ithaca-based organization that brings people 
together to explore and celebrate Jewish identity, history, 
culture and ethics within a secular, humanistic framework. 
KH is part of an international movement for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and is affiliated with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism, a national association with over 30 
member communities and congregations around the country. 
Established in the spring of 1999, it offers celebrations of 
Jewish holidays, monthly Shabbat pot-lucks, adult education, 
a twice-monthly Cultural School for children, and a bar and 
bat mitzvah program. 
KH welcomes all individuals and families, including those 
from mixed religious backgrounds, who wish to strengthen 
the Jewish experience in their lives and provide their children 
with a Jewish identity and experience.

Congregation Tikkun v’Or
Affiliation: Union for Reform Judaism
Address: PO Box 3981, Ithaca, NY 14852; 2550 Triphammer 
Rd. (corner of Triphammer and Burdick Hill), Lansing, NY
Phone: 607-256-1471
Website: www.tikkunvor.org
E-mail: info@tikkunvor.org
Presidents: Dorothy Debbie and Nina Cummings
Rabbi: Brian Walt
Religious School Director/Admin. Coordinator: Naomi Wilensky
Services: Fridays at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted. Family 
services and Tot Shabbat once a month at 6:30 pm. Call for 
weekly schedules.
Religious School: Preschool through seventh grade classes 
meet on Sunday mornings. Sixth grade Hebrew and seventh 
grade b’nai mitzvah classes meet on Wednesday afternoons.
Adult Ed.: Special classes and discussion groups held 
regularly. Essential Judaism classes offered in the fall and 
spring. Call the office for details.

Beth David Synagogue
Affiliation: Orthodox Union
Rabbis: Aminadav Adamit and Zev Silber
Address: 39 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Phone: 607-722-1793
Rabbi’s Office: 607-722-7514
Fax: 607-722-7121
Office hours: Mon. closed; Tues. 9 am-3 pm; Wed. 9:30 am-
noon; Thurs. 9 am-1 pm; Fri. 9:30 am-noon
Beth David e-mail address: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Rabbis’ e-mail: rabbiadamit@stny.rr.com; rabbisilber@stny.
rr.com
Website: www.bethdavid.org
Shabbat Services:
Friday, April 29 .....................................................7:15 pm
Shabbat, April 30 ......................................................9 am
 ................................................... Mincha/Maariv 7:30 pm
Weekday Services:
Mornings:
Sun., April 31 ............................................................9 am
Mon.-Fri., May 2-6 ...............................................6:40 am
Evenings:
Sun.-Thurs., May 1-5 ...........................................7:50 pm
Classes: Rabbi Aminadav Adamit will teach “Tractate 
Kiddushin” on Shabbat afternoons 45 minutes before Mincha. 
Rabbi Zev Silber will hold his weekly Talmud class every 
Tuesday evening after services.

A rummage sale previously planned for May has 
been postponed. It is now tentatively planned for Sun-
day-Tuesday, June 26-28. More information about the 
sale will be announced in the future.

Temple Concord
Union for Reform Judaism
Rabbi: Barbara Goldman-Wartell
Address: 9 Riverside Dr., Binghamton, NY 13905
Office hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10 am-5 pm; Fri., 10 am-1 pm.
Phone: 723-7355, Fax: 723-0785
Office e-mail: TempleConcord@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeconcord.com
Regular service times: Friday, 8:15 pm; Saturday, 10:35 am, 
when religious school is in session.

On Friday, April 29, at 10:30 am, there will be end 
of Passover morning services with Yizkor memorial 
services. This will be followed by a potluck Passover 
lunch. At 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat services led 
by Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Max Rydqvist.

On Saturday, April 30, at 9 am, there will be religious 
school. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 
am, there will be Shabbat family services led by Rabbi 
Barbara Goldman-Wartell and Jeff Strosberg.

On Sunday, May 1, at 10 am, there will be a Joint 
Temple Concord/Temple Israel adult education brunch 
program with author Kenneth Wishnia. He will speak 
about and read from his new book, the anthology “Jewish 
Noir.” To make reservations, call Temple Concord at 
723-7355. The cost of brunch will be $5. From 10 am-2 
pm, there will be a Sisterhood rummage sale. A buy-
one-get-one free promotion will be offered on all items.

On Tuesday, May 3, at 10:30 am, the Tuesday Morning 
Book Club at Temple Concord will meet and have a lun-
cheon. At 7 pm, there will be an adult b’nai mitzvah class.

On Wednesday, May 4, at 7 pm, there will be a Sis-
terhood board meeting.

On Thursday, May 5, from 5-7 pm, there will be CHOW.
On Friday, May 6, at 8:15 pm, there will be Shabbat 

services with Yom Hashoah readings led by Rabbi Barbara 
Goldman-Wartell and Shari Neuberger.

On Saturday, May 7, at 9 am, there will be the last day 
of religious school, a pajama day with breakfast, class and 
services. At 9:15 am, there will be Torah study. At 10:35 
am, there will be a Shabbat family service celebrating the 
end of religious school year, as well as May, June and July 
birthday blessings. At 11:35 am, there will be a potluck end-
of-year lunch and time in the gardens, weather permitting.

Temple Israel
Rabbi: TBA
Address: 4737 Deerfield Pl., Vestal, NY 13850
Phone: 723-7461 and 231-3746
Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4 pm; Fri. 8 am-3:30 pm.
E-mail: TItammy@stny.rr.com or TILouise@stny.rr.com
Website: www.templeisraelvestal.org
Service Schedule: Friday, 5:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am.

Regular Tuesday services and Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 
services will be held at 5:30 pm in the library of the Jewish 
Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal.

On Friday, April 29, Passover, day seven, there will be 
9:30 am services and 5:30 pm services. Additionally, the 
temple office will be closed.

On Saturday, April 30, Passover day eight, at 9:30 am, 
there will be Yizkor-Shabbat services in the meeting room at 
the Jewish Community Center, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal. 
Services will be led by Howard Schwartz and Steve Gilbert. 
The Torah portion will be Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17. The 
haftarah will be Isaiah 10:32-12:6. Bima guests will be 
Howard Schwartz and Carol Herz.

On Friday May 20, at 7 pm, May’s Shabbat on the Road 
will be held at Vestal Park Nursing and Rehab on Sheedy 
Road. This will replace the 5:30 pm service at the Jewish 
Community Center. For any questions, contact Barbara 
Gilbert at barbarag66@aol.com.

The central plot device in the movie “Eternal Sunshine 
of the Spotless Mind” is that one can undergo a special 
procedure that can selectively erase painful memories from 
one’s mind. It is certainly true that many memories are 
painful, and one could see how attractive it might seem at 
first to get rid of them. But Judaism teaches us – especially 
around Pesach – the importance of remembering every-
thing, including events and circumstances that we might 
otherwise wish to forget.

We are reminded of the importance of memory at both 

The importance of remembering

ends of our Passover observance – as it begins with the 
seder and as it concludes with the Yizkor service. The 
seder is at its core an act of creative imagination. We are 
instructed not to tell the story as history, or even as an old 
family story, but as our own story. Remembrance comes 
alive through song and ritual and food. And what exactly 
are we remembering? That we were in a state that many 
would see as being degraded, even shameful – that we 
were slaves.

But why should we remember slavery? Why not focus 

just on entering into and being in the promised land? For 
two important reasons. First, remembering our plight under 
Pharaoh should make us more empathetic to those who 
suffer today. Of course, it doesn’t always work that way. 
Sometimes when people remember their victimization, 
they use that as justification for victimizing others. But, 
throughout the Torah, the most frequent commandment 
is to protect and treat the stranger well – and almost 
every time this commandment is mentioned, there is the 
See “Remembering” on page 11
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reminder: for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
With effort, we can turn our imaginative remembering into 
an engine for positive social change, giving us renewed 
motivation and commitment to making our world more 
just and peaceful.

The other reason to remember is to treasure freedom. In 
America, “treasuring freedom” is often seen as being free 
from obligations to others. Too often, freedom is translated 
as “leave me alone!” But for us as Jews, freedom is sup-
posed to be something we treasure together – and being 
free means that we are free to willingly take on obligations, 
to God and to others.

Given this emphasis on remembering, it is appropriate 

that we close our Pesach commemoration with a Yizkor, or 
remembrance, service. At Yizkor services, we remember all 
those we love who have died. As is the case with slavery, 
some might want to avoid such memories because they are 
filled with loss and can be painful. But the Yizkor service 
reminds us that when we remember, we let the blessings 
of those we have loved and lost flow into our hearts and 
souls. Their lives can inspire us, can give us strength, even 
through the pain of loss.

In “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,” the main 
character realizes that sometimes the most painful memories 
are the most valuable of all. This is a lesson that our people 
has known for thousands of years and that we relive each 
Passover. Only when we remember slavery can we truly 
be free. And only when we remember our beloved dead 
can we be fully alive.

Remembering Continued from page 10

By Lynette Errante
Campers and counselors at Camp JCC are preparing 

for a summer of field trips, weekly themes, electives, the 
annual camp talent show and more. Camp is held from July 
5-August 12 at the Jewish Community Center, 500 Club-
house Rd., Vestal, which includes an indoor gymnasium, 
a heated swimming pool and theater, as well as an outdoor 
pavilion, eating facilities, playgrounds, tennis courts, an 
on-site nature area and a soccer field.

Camp JCC offers electives such as tennis, cooking, mo-
saics, science, dance, street hockey, basketball, art, drama 
and more. Children from throughout Broome County come 
to camp in sessions lasting one-six weeks. All campers 
participate in weekly off-site field trips. Children entering 
grades four and higher have the opportunity for overnight 
programs at the JCC or at local campsites.

Camp JCC also features a Teen Leadership Camp, 
designed for campers entering grades eight and higher. 
Participants learn leadership skills through trips focusing 
on group development and team building, such as high 
ropes courses and white water rafting. During their days 
on-site at the JCC, they mentor younger campers to gain 
leadership training skills. Camper Colleen Godleski, 

Camp JCC to be offered this summer
entering seventh grade next year, said, “I look forward to 
seeing my friends at camp every summer that I do not get 
to see during the year. When we are on field trips I have 
the best time with my friends.”

Camp JCC runs Monday-Friday from 9 am-3:30 pm, 
with extended care available for an additional fee from 
7:30-9 am and 3:30-5:30 pm. Camp fees vary by age and 
can be found at www.binghamtonjcc.org. The trip calendar 
and registration packet are also available online. Families 
who register by Friday, May 6, and pay in full by Friday, 
May 27, will be eligible to receive a 10 percent discount. 
Second and third child discounts are available, as well. 
All requests for financial aid are due to the JCC no later 
than Friday, May 13. Assistance is based on availability 
of funds and household income.

Longtime camp counselor Josh Wallenstein said, “Some-
thing about the atmosphere shifts the moment camp starts. 
Maybe it’s the tie-dye t-shirts, or the immediate sense of 
community. Maybe it’s the talent show acts waiting to be re-
hearsed, art projects in the making, or the many, many games 
waiting to be played. But I think it’s a little bit of magic.”

For more information, contact Camp Director Lynette Errante 
at 724-2417, ext. 421, or at LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.org.

In front: Counselor Josh Wallenstein and camper Lucas 
Davis at a Monday morning spirit circle last year.

“Forgiving Mariela Camacho”
Some mystery series can be read in any order. Others 

expect readers to be familiar with information offered in 
prior works. This is partly true for A. J. Sidransky’s “For-
giving Mariela Camacho” (Berwick Court Publishing Com-
pany). While readers will have no problem understanding 
the solution to the murder, some details of the detectives’ 
lives may be puzzling to those like me who haven’t read 
the first book, “Forgiving Maximo Rothman.”

The work features several narratives, including those 
of New York City Detectives Tolya Kurchenko and Pete 
Gonzalvez; Tolya’s wife, Karin, who works for a Jewish 
museum; and the unnamed first-person narrator who com-
mitted the crime. Unfortunately, this murder feels personal 
for Pete: he knew the woman in Dominican Republic and 
their families are connected. However, what seems at first 
a simple murder turns out to have roots not only in San 
Domingo, but Russia and Israel.

The ending of the novel was exciting and satisfying. 
Sidransky’s writing style is blunt and the novel offers few 
descriptions, but that suits its hard-boiled feel. Since the 
solution to the mystery in the first book is offered early 
on, readers interested in the prior novel may want to read 
that work first. Also, some details of Tolya and Karin’s 
connection to Judaism (she’s converting and there’s a 
problem with his personal status) were unclear to me, but 
that didn’t distract from the main mystery.

Mysteries Continued from page 4

 � The American-Israeli firm Gigawatt Global, meanwhile, 
was awarded a major grant by the United States Trade and 
Development Agency to help build Burundi’s first major 
utility-connected solar field. Gigawatt Global plans to build 
a 7.5-megawatt solar field in Burundi’s Gitega region, 
which is expected to increase the country’s electricity 
production by 15 percent. The USTDA grant is part of 
the U.S. government’s Power Africa Initiative. Gigawatt 
Global has received a total of about$1 million in American 
and European grants for the project. The funding for the 
Burundi project follows the completion of eastern Africa’s 
first-ever utility-scale solar field in Rwanda, providing 
roughly 6 percent of Rwanda’s power supply and located 
on the Israeli-inspired Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village, 
which is home to orphans of Rwanda’s 1994 genocide.

Water Continued from page 9

NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Facebook, Twitter shut down Hamas 
pages after months of criticism

Facebook and Twitter have been shutting down pages 
managed by the Hamas terror group after months of crit-
icism that the social media networks had been enabling 
incitement to violence against Israelis. Facebook recently 
shut down Hamas’ official page, a page titled “Shihab” that 
is affiliated with the Palestinian terror group and had about 
one million followers, and a number of other violence-sup-
porting Palestinian pages. Twitter, meanwhile, shut down 
the Hamas military wing’s official pages in Arabic, English 
and Hebrew, as well as the account of Hamas spokesman 
Abu Obeida, which had 156,000 followers. Hamas has 
responded by opening new accounts to replace those that 
were shut down, Yediot Achronot reported.
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Passover Blessings from

Happy Chanukah from

L’Shanah Tovah from

From the generous heart of:___________________________________________________________________________________ Amount: _______________________________ 

_______ To give the gift of camp/to enrich the lives of youth in our community

________ In memory of: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________ In honor of a loved one: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________ Other: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (If you are honoring a person, please provide their address below)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOU have the opportunity to make a difference in a young person’s life by donating dollars to our 

2016 Honor Campership Fund
to improve the lives of children by helping to give them a summer camp experience.

This fund will expand our current scholarships by providing additional opportunities for campers in grades 5th-9th. 

 100% of these funds will go to providing children
with the Camp JCC Experience!

Give the gift of camp in honor of a loved one, to celebrate a special occasion or to acknowledge a favorite teacher.
Or, make a donation in memory of a loved one or as a way to say

‘Happy Birthday’ or ‘Happy Anniversary’ to someone special.

About Camp JCC: Our goal is to create a wholesome, safe, supervised and
exciting environment in which campers have the opportunity to learn new skills,

cooperation, teamwork and forge friendships that will last a lifetime! 

Please make checks payable to Camp JCC.
Donations can be sent to the ‘Camp JCC Honor Campership Fund’, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850, or dropped off at the JCC office.
For more information, please contact Camp Director Lynette Errante at (607)724-2417, ext 421 or LynetteE@binghamtonjcc.org.

2016 Honor Campership Donation

Donor Information:

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________Phone: _______________________________Email: ________________________________________________

Obituaries are accepted 
in The Reporter

Regular rates apply.
To place an obituary, call Bonnie 

at 607-724-2360 x244 
or email bonnie@thereportergroup.org.

c
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c
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From JTA
Seven members of alleged Jewish 
terror cell indicted in Israel

Seven members of an alleged Jewish terror cell were 
indicted on April 25 in an Israeli court. An Israeli soldier and 
two minors were among those charged in Petach Tikvah Dis-
trict Court with setting Palestinian vehicles on fire, throwing 
firebombs at Palestinian homes and assaulting Palestinians 
in the West Bank, near Ramallah. The cell members also are 
accused of belonging to an illegal organization and causing 
grave bodily harm. The accused terrorists were arrested 
earlier in April in a joint operation of the Shin Bet security 
services and the Israel Police. In addition to confessing to the 
attacks in the Gush Talmonim area, some of the cell members 
re-enacted their actions at the scenes of the attacks, the Shin 
Bet said. The Shin Bet described the cell as “extreme and 
violent,” and said it “systematically harmed Palestinians 
and their property, with full knowledge that human lives 
could be harmed, even after the result of the arson attack 
on a home in Duma.” The July firebombing of a Palestinian 
home in that West Bank village killed a Palestinian baby 
and his parents, and seriously wounded his brother. The 
Shin Bet said the attack was an “inspiration” to the suspects. 
The suspects have been identified as a soldier in the Netzah 
Yehuda infantry battalion whose name is under a gag order; 
Yisrael Shendrofi, from the settlement of Nahliel, and his 

brother Pinhas; Michael Kaplan from Beit Shemesh; Itamar 
Ben Aharon from Jerusalem; Shneor Dana from the settle-
ment of Maale Efraim; and the two minors, whose names 
are being withheld from the public.
Tens of thousands hear priestly 
blessing at Western Wall

Tens of thousands of Jewish worshippers gathered on 
April 25 at the Western Wall in Jerusalem for the traditional 
priestly blessing. The crowd – estimated by the office of the 
rabbi of the Western Wall and Holy Sites in Israel at 50,000 
– converged on the Old City for the blessing, called Birkat 
Kohanim in Hebrew, during the second intermediate day 
of Passover. The mass blessing also is held on Sukkot and 
Shavuot, the other of the pilgrimage festivals, when the Jews 
would ascend to the Holy Temple. Religiously observant 
Jews who pray daily in a quorum, or minyan, observe the rite 
during the services. Hundreds of kohanim, members of the 
priestly class, raised their hands and blessed the worshippers, 
including many visitors from the Diaspora. The crowd also 
recited the prayers for the State of Israel, the safety of Israeli 
soldiers and for Israeli police officers. Additional security 
forces protected the worshippers due to increased tensions 
at the Temple Mount, located above the Western Wall, and 
throughout the city. “Today everyone felt a wonderful unity 
at the Priestly Blessing ceremony, attended by Jews from all 
over Israel and abroad, regardless of their outlook,” Rabbi 

Shmuel Rabinovich, the rabbi of the Western Wall, said in 
a statement. “The pilgrimage to Jerusalem is an impressive 
testament to the Jewish People’s attachment to the remnant 
of our Temple; when the masses of Israel come to touch its 
stones,” Rabinovich also said in the statement.”This joyous 
sight of the masses of Israel completely filling the streets is 
somehow reminiscent of ancient times when crowds of pil-
grims would come to see and be seen. More than a commem-
oration of the Temple’s destruction, it is a commemoration of 
the Temple itself.” The chief rabbis of Israel, Rabbi Yitzhak 
Yosef and Rabbi David Lau, as well as Rabinovich, greeted 
the visitors after the services. On April 24, the Women of 
the Wall group held Passover holiday prayers at the Western 
Wall, but did not hold a priestly blessing ceremony after being 
banned by Israel’s attorney general, who ruled that holding 
a female version of the ceremony violated a law enforcing 
“local customs” at religious sites in Israel.
Congress to Germany: Provide more 
funding for Holocaust survivors

A bipartisan group of Congress members introduced a 
resolution calling on the German government to provide 
additional financial aid to Holocaust survivors in their 
waning years. The resolution, which was introduced in the 
House and the Senate on April 22, aims to ensure “that all 
Holocaust victims live with dignity, comfort and security in 
their remaining years.” It calls on Germany “to reaffirm its 
commitment to this goal through a financial commitment 
to comprehensively address the unique health and welfare 
needs of vulnerable Holocaust victims, including home care 
and other medically prescribed needs.” Reps. Ted Deutch 
(D-FL) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), and Sens. Bill 
Nelson (D-FL) and Susan Collins (R-ME), sponsored the 
resolution, which cites Germany’s “moral and historical 
responsibility” to the survivors. According to the resolu-
tion, there are about 100,000 Holocaust survivors living 
in the United States today, as well as about 500,000 in 
the rest of the world, and they all have increasing health 
and welfare needs that require assistance. The resolution 
comes following an exchange of correspondence between 
members of Congress and the German Finance Ministry 
last December in which representatives of the German 
government acknowledged that “recent experience has 
shown that the care financed by the German government 
to date is insufficient” and that “it is imperative to expand 
these assistance measures quickly given the advanced age 
of many of the affected persons.” The German government 
is engaged in a new round of negotiations with the Confer-
ence on Jewish Material Claims Against German, known 
as the Claims Conference, to address these funding gaps.
Jerusalem bus bombing was Hamas 
suicide attack, Israel says

The recent bus bombing in Jerusalem was a suicide terror 
attack planned by Hamas, and several members of the cell 
responsible were arrested, Israeli security forces said on April 
21. The bomber was identified by the Shin Bet security ser-
vice as Abed al-Hamid Abu Srour, a 19-year-old Palestinian 
from near Bethlehem in the West Bank. He was among the 
21 people injured in the attack on April 18 on the No. 12 bus, 
and died of his injuries on April 20. The Shin Bet and Israeli 
police, who are jointly investigating the attack, partially lifted 
on April 21 a gag order on the case. Abu Srour, who lost both 
of his legs in the explosion and underwent several surgeries, 
died at Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem. After-
ward, Hamas claimed in a statement that the teenager was a 
member of its military wing. Several Hamas members from 
Bethlehem have been arrested on suspicion of helping Abu 
Srour carry out the attack, according to the Shin Bet. Their 
names remain under gag order. Abu Srour’s father on April 
21 denied that his son was a terrorist. “I was not expecting 
that my son would do such act. My son did not make me 
feel even for 1 percent, that he has feelings or thoughts like 
that. Never. I know that my son failed in one subject in his 
secondary schools exam and was preparing to take the exam 
again and pass it and focus on his future. This is the deal that 
we had together, me and him,” Mohammad Abu Srour said, 
according to The Jerusalem Post. The family discovered a 
will written by Abu Srour, according to the French news 
agency, AFP, which cited the Hamas-affiliated Palestinian 
Information Center website. The Arabic website reported 
that Srour’s father had been asked to identify his son’s body. 
The Palestinian Ministry of Health later announced the body 
had been identified, according to the Palestinian Maan news 
agency. Six people wounded in the attack remain hospitalized, 
including a teenage girl in serious condition. The victims 
had burns on their upper bodies, as well as wounds from 
nails and ball bearings packed into the explosive device. 
The wounds, according to Avi Rivkind, head of Hadassah’s 
trauma unit, were similar to those from previous Jerusalem 
terror attacks. The attack was the first bus bombing in Israel 
in several years. Such attacks terrorized Israelis during the 
second intifada, a violent Palestinian uprising from 2000-
2005. The attack followed a six-month wave of Palestinian 
stabbings and shooting attacks in Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and across Israel. The rate of the attacks had slowed to normal 
levels, though Israeli officials remained concerned about a 
flare-up in violence surrounding upcoming religious holidays, 
including Passover.
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30 Brocton Street

Johnson City
New York 13790

Text/Voice: 607.427.0186

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the Month
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

info@hearinglossofbinghamton.org
www.hearinglossofbinghamton.org

Education • Advocacy • Support

Fully Insured
Free

EstimatesOur
48th Year

NEW YORK CHAPTER

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

Professionals In All Phases Of:
· Tree Care · Tree Stump Removal
· Trimming Trees Shrubs & Tall Hedges
· Tree Insect & Disease Identification & Treatment

WWW.COOKSTREESERVICE.NET
607-748-2347

4 Pumphouse Rd Vestal, N.Y.

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Published by the Jewish   Federation of Greater Binghamton
Contact Bonnie Rozen at 724-2360, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org

Your ad could be here!


