
Mission Statement

The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton strives 
to create a caring, vibrant, enduring community locally, 
in Israel and worldwide. The Federation uses its assets 
and contributions to strengthen local Jewish institutions 
and organizations, to support Jewish people in need, 
and to educate the people in the Southern Tier about 
Jewish values and identity.

Message from Leadership

Dear Community Members,

This annual report highlights Federation-sponsored events and the impact of your monetary 
contributions from June 2020 through May 2021. 

This year we confronted a pandemic that created unprecedented challenges and brought out 
the best in our community.  We discovered new ways to come together and respond to the 
crises we faced.  

The fund-raising Campaign for 2021 began virtually in October 2020. COVID-19 had some 
negative impacts on the Campaign, but our steadfast goal was to help our local institutions 
weather the many challenges of the pandemic. We are grateful to our donors who have 
helped the Binghamton Jewish community to remain whole during this difficult time.

We worked hard this year to provide stimulating virtual programming that would keep us all 
connected. Virtual programming enabled us to reach out to Binghamton Jewish community 
members both near and far. 

We know that, despite whatever happens, we will remain a unified Jewish community. We, 
once again, want to express our gratitude to all our donors. Thank you for trusting in the 
work we do. We will continue to be guided by the sacred principle that “all Jews are
responsible for one another.” Wishing you all good health in the year to come. We look 
forward to being together soon.

L’shalom,

Shelley Hubal, Executive Director
Suzanne Holwitt, Board President
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Allocation Distribution
The Federation raises money and uses its endowment to 
meet the needs of our local Jewish organizations and, 
through JFNA, to contribute to social service programs in 
Israel. Funds are distributed through an allocation process 
overseen by the Board of Directors. In November of 2019 
the Federation board voted to allocate a total of $307,429 
to be distributed to the following organizations in 2020: 
The Jewish Federation’s operating budget, Jewish Family 
Service’s operating budget, Hillel Academy, The Bingham-
ton Jewish Community Center, The Reporter Group, PJ 
Library, Hillel at Binghamton University and The Jewish 
Federations of North America. During the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year, small grants were given to the Beth David Mikvah, 
Rohr Chabad Center for Jewish Student Life at Binghamton 
University and College of Jewish Studies.
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Executive Committee  Board of Directors

• Neil Auerbach

• Allan Berk

• Rita Bleier

• Rabbi Geoffrey Brown

• Sheryl Brumer

• Brendan Byrnes

• Rachel Coker

• Nancy Dorfman

• Mark Epstein

• Dennis Foreman

• Sondra Foreman

• Brian Friedman

• Barbara Gilbert

• Steve Gilbert

• Suzanne Holwitt, President

• Howard Warner, Immediate 
Past President

• Mark Walker, Vice-President

• Jeffrey Shapiro, Treasurer

• Lee Schechter, Assistant
Treasurer

• Eileen Miller, Secretary

• Marilyn Bell, Campaign Chair

• Michael Wright, Endowment 
Chair

• Richard Lewis, Community
Relations Chair

• Charles Gilinsky

• Rabbi Barbara Goldman-

Wartell

• Rabbi Benny Kellman

• Lillian Levy

• Neisen Luks

• Jeff Platsky

• Rose Shapiro

• Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu

• Arthur Siegel

• Rabbi Zev Silber

• Rabbi Aaron Slonim

• Arieh A. Ullmann

• Cathy Velenchik

• Susan Walker

Leadership June 2020 - May 2021 

• Shelley Hubal, Executive
Director

• Jennifer Kakusian, Office
Manager

• Rose Shea, Jewish Family
Service Director

Reporter Staff
• Rabbi Rachel Esserman, Execu-
tive Editor

• Diana Sochor, Layout Editor

• Charlie Pritchett, Advertising

• Kathy Brown, Bookkeeping

• Christi Sturdevant, Production 
Associate

Federation Staff 

Thank you to all of our dedicated 
board members and volunteers. 
Together you make the Binghamton 
Jewish Community vibrant and 
strong.

Timeline of Events 2020-2021

Heading Home: The 
Tale of Team Israel
Second virtual film fest 
event of the year.  
Discussion lead by the 
film’s director, Jeremy 
Newberger. 

June 8, 2020

They Ain’t Ready for Me  
Virtual showing of 
documentary about Tamar 
Manasseh, an African 
American rabbincal student 
on the south side of 
Chicago. 

September 12, 2020

June 14, 2020

Strengthening 
Ourselves; Strengthen-
ing Each Other
Virtual community 
gathering - featured 
readings and music to 
promote community 
connection during the 
pandemic.

October 18, 2020

Kickoff for the 2021 
Campaign
Federation campaign 
was run virtually due 
to COVID restrictions.

Chanukah Drive Up 
Event  
Community gathering in 
the JCC parking lot 
that included donuts, 
candle lighting and 
songs to celebrate 
Chanukah. 

December 13, 2020

Space Torah
Virtual screening and 
discussion of this short 
documentary about 
astronaut Dr. Jeff 
Hoffman.

March 4, 2021

Community Yom 
HaShoah
Commemoration
Featured a discussion 
with Holocaust survivor 
Rachel Malmed 
Epstein.

April 8, 2021

November 30, 2020

Virtual Conversation 
with Michael Oren 
The Binghamton commu-
nity welcomed the 
former Israel ambassa-
dor to the U.S. for a 
discussion, led by Dr. 
Dora Polachek, about his 
book, “The Night Archer 
and Other Stories.”

April 1, 2021

Virtual Tour of
Notorious RBG
Online tour of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg
exhibit at the Maltz 
Museum of Jewish 
Heritage in Cleveland.

May 16, 2021

Pre-Shavuot Drive-in 
Ice cream, live music 
and a food drive for 
the Temple Concord 
food pantry.

January 30, 2021

Born In Jerusalem and 
Still Alive
Over 60 community 
members watched this 
film virtually.  Discus-
sion moderated by 
Professor Stephen 
Lisman, Ph.D.

Federation Board 
Allocates Funds for 
2021

November 18, 2020

Annual Report June 2020 through May 2021

The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton 

Federation by the Numbers
Community-
wide Zoom 
events8345 

Donors
contributed 
to the 2020
Campaign

receiving PJ

Library Books67
Children

37 
Dedicated 
Federation 
board 
members

2 community
drive-in events

71 Emotional support calls

1,085 
copies of The Reporter 
delivered to homes 
each week

76
total monetary 
gifts distributed 
by JFS to Jewish 
families in the 
Binghamton 
area during 

Jewish holidays

distributed

in relief funds 

for food

$2,150

$292,019
raised in 2020 Campaign

Annual Campaign  Jewish Family Service The Reporter Group
The annual Campaign is the core 
of the Jewish Federation. Our 
staff and volunteers work hard 
every year to raise the funds that 
sustain our  community. The 2020 
Campaign raised $292,019 from 
345 donors.  The Campaign for 
2021 kicked off in October.  Due 
to social distancing restrictions, 
volunteers made calls and wrote 
thank you notes from their homes. 
To date, the Campaign for 2021 
has $274,821 in pledges from 323 
donors.  In the last year, the Bing-
hamton community experienced 
many financial and social chal-
lenges due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The Campaign for 
2021 is not as robust as years 
past; however, we remain grateful 
for all who have stepped up to 
support the local Jewish
community. 

Jewish Family Service delivers 
essential human services to individu-
als and families facing challenges to 
their well-being. Financial assis-
tance is provided within specific 
guidelines as funding permits. It is 
through thoughtful listening and 
compassionate caring that JFS can 
help people move from instability to 
a more secure and positive place. 
With the COVID-19 crisis, JFS has 
assumed a large role in providing 
emotional as well as financial assis-
tance amid very difficult times. 
Summary of JFS support June 2020 - 
May 2021:
•76 monetary gifts to Jewish families
•32 families given emergency financial 
help
•$2,150.00 distributed in relief funds 
for food
•71 individual emotional support calls
•47 well check calls
•50 referrals to food pantries
•26 referrals to NYSEG
•47 housing financial referrals
•6 home care referrals
•46 mental health referrals
•19 legal assistance referrals
•3 employment assistance referrals

During the pandemic, The Report-
er has continued to produce 
papers for its Binghamton and 
Scranton communities, offering 
local, national and international 
news. Our services have been 
even more important since people 
are unable to gather in person. 
The Reporter has offered informa-
tion about virtual programs 
offered by community organiza-
tions, which keeps the community 
connected. It also provides listings 
to virtual events occurring in 
different parts of the United 
States for those seeking educa-
tional opportunities or virtual 
performances. The paper is grate-
ful to its dedicated readers and 
contributors for their support.


