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By Shep Englander, Chief Executive Officer

Shep Englander

PAID POLITICAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

DISCLAIMER
This issue of The Jewish News contains paid 

political advertisements. The ads do not 
reflect the views of, or serve as endorsement 

by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

In April, The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee board and 
committed donors celebrated that 

we are starting construction on the next 
phase of our 21st-century campus –  

The Larry & Mary 
Greenspon Fam-
ily Campus for 
Jewish Life! To-
gether, we said a 
shehecheyanu, the 
traditional prayer 
for marking an 
important mile-
stone. 

We were carried through many 
Covid and supply chain delays by the 
vision, passion and generosity of this 
Jewish community’s leaders. I am 

grateful for the diligent work of our 
board and recent board presidents, in-
cluding Randon Carvel, Michael Ritter 
and Patti Wertheimer. They devised 
creative campus concepts in collabo-
ration with my predecessor, Howard 
Tevlowitz, Chief Operating Officer 
Kim Adler and the Federation profes-
sional staff. 

In Cincinnati, I had the honor of 
coordinating the capital fund drive 
and campus design for a community 
campus that became the heart of the 
community. That campus nourished 
countless friendships and memories 
and gave purpose to thousands. I am 
confident that our campus will enrich 
thousands of lives in ways we can’t 
fully imagine. As our Board President 

Bruce Udell says, our new campus will 
make our future greater than our past. 
Researching and planning 
for financial sustainability
Shaping the vision for a community 
campus requires deciphering our com-
munity’s priority needs today and for 
decades to come, and then developing 
business plans to ensure that we can 
operate whatever we build in a finan-
cially sustainable way. To understand 
our local demographics, our Jewish 
Federation hired Brandeis Universi-
ty in 2019 to perform the first demo-
graphic study in 18 years. The Study 
found that many local Jewish people 
have no connection to any local Jewish 
organization, even though most said 

Arny and Dee Kaplan have 
made a generous donation to 
The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee campus redesign, 
underwriting the new 10,000-square-
foot meeting space, which will be 
named the Dee and Arny Kaplan Com-
munity Hall.

The new space, which will be sit-
uated in the Morganroth Event Center, 

will feature banquet-style and lec-
ture-style seating options, and will host 
a variety of Federation and community 
programming.

“We are so blessed to have Arny 
and Dee as major benefactors for our 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community. 
Thanks to their generosity, our Feder-
ation will have a beautiful new space 
in which to host its successful outreach 
and engagement programming. The 
Community Hall will also be the ide-
al venue to welcome area non-profits, 
businesses and families to our revital-
ized campus for years to come,” said 
Rich Bergman, Federation’s Major 
Gifts Officer. 

Dee and Arny are both from Pitts-

burgh and first met while in high 
school. They dated while in college 
and were married in 1961, soon after 
Dee graduated. After earning his un-
dergraduate degree, Arny earned his 
master’s degree at Carnegie Tech (lat-
er Carnegie Mellon University), while 
Dee earned her degree at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh. Arny started his 
career working in computer sciences, 
however, early in his career, he took 
an assignment in finance and spent the 
remainder of his career in that field. 
Arny retired as Chief Financial Officer 
of UnitedHealth Group in Minneap-
olis. The couple then moved back to 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, where they 
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Community campus..continued from previous page
they want to be connected. Since fewer 
than 20% of our community members 
belong to a local synagogue, and we 
no longer have an independent Jewish 
Community Center, the Federation has 
a vast responsibility to design a cam-
pus that offers diverse ways to connect. 
Building a campus in phases
Recently, the Federation board ap-
proved starting construction on the 
next phase, which 
will only include 
facilities that meet 
the board’s crite-
ria. Those criteria 
include ensuring 
that the majority 
of the funds need-
ed for the con-
struction of the 
facility have already been raised and 
that we have completed rigorous busi-
ness plans that demonstrate financial 
sustainability. 

So far, three facilities have met 
these demanding criteria. They include 
the Morganroth Event Center, which 
will house the Dee and Arny Kaplan 
Community Hall, the Mitchell Family 
Welcome Center and the Epstein Fam-
ily Chuppah. They also include the 

Chaifetz Family Holocaust Memorial 
Gardens and the Ritter Wolk Security 
Center. We hope to have all of these 
completed and open by next spring. We 
are now finalizing the business plan to 
launch Camp Marci Lynn next summer. 

Segmenting the campus project 
into phases means that even as we start 
construction, there are opportunities 
for creative and passionate supporters 

to help us shape the next phases. As 
we move forward, we will have more 
milestones and opportunities for par-
ticipation and celebration. 

We will keep you up to date on our 
progress. If you would like a hard-hat 
tour or want to learn more about being a 
part of the transformation of our campus, 
contact me (shepenglander@jfedsrq.org) 
or Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advance-
ment Officer (hgilpin@jfedsrq.org).

Kaplans support Federation programming...continued from previous page
had previously lived. They have two 
daughters and six grandchildren.

In early 2000, “A friend of mine 
did a lot of real estate investing in Sara-
sota and told me there was a condo-
minium being built called Watercrest 
in Lakewood Ranch. It was a lottery, 
and we were lucky to win one of the 
best units. I had planned on flipping it 
until Dee reminded me that we were 
looking for a second home. We lived 
there for two to three years until we 
purchased a home, also in Lakewood 
Ranch,” Arny said.

Early in their relationship, Dee and 
Arny began collecting early American 
Jewish artifacts.

“Dee was a history major, and I al-
ways loved history,” Arny said. “About 
40 years ago, it struck me that while 
there were many collections related to 
Jewish history, they were mostly reli-
gious in nature. They were wonderful 
collections but did not tell the story 
of Jews in America, how they lived, 
worked and their social lives. So that’s 
how the collection began.”

The collection grew into the Ar-
nold and Deanne Kaplan Collection of 
Early American Judaica, which they 
donated to the University of Pennsyl-
vania Libraries in 2012. As noted on 
the university’s website, “The Kaplans’ 
decades of passionate collecting have 
brought into focus what the ordinary 
lives and labor of many different class-
es of Jews were like.… The Kaplan 
Collection opens new vistas that show 
how Jews, male and female, individu-
ally and collectively, helped to shape 
the towns, cities and frontier commu-
nities in which they lived.”

Dee and Arny had been very in-
volved with the Federation in Allen-
town, and so when they moved to 
Sarasota, getting involved with The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
was an easy decision to make. Early on, 
Arny served on the Federation board, 
and both he and Dee have supported  

Federation programming.
“One thing that was very obvious 

to me when we moved here was that 
this was a very fast-growing Jewish 

community. I have always believed 
that a well-run, program-driven Feder-
ation is a strong foundation for a Jew-
ish community,” Arny said.

For example, while active with 
the Allentown Federation, the Kaplans 
became very active in supporting pro-
grams for Neve Michael, a children’s 
village in Israel. Most recently they 
helped with money for a new petting 
zoo. Arny said he gladly gave the mon-
ey with one stipulation. The children’s 
favorite pet in that petting zoo was a 
rabbit. Arny said he would underwrite 
the new zoo if it would name that  
rabbit (and succeeding generations of 
rabbits) Arnold. Done deal!

“When it came to the Federation’s 
campus redesign, there was one thing 
that Federation really wanted that we 
knew we could help with, and that was 
the new community hall. And, while 
that is a brick-and-mortar project, and 
we generally prefer to support pro-
gramming, the new hall will be key 
to all the wonderful programming that 
the Federation will be offering,” Arny  
explained.

“Dee and I both give from our 
heart, and this was a project we de- 
cided we really wanted to do.”

Arny and Dee Kaplan

At the 1998 proclamation signing in Tel Mond, Israel, are Linda Rosenbluth, Sarasota Sister Cities 
President Hope Byrnes, Tel Mond Matnas Center Executive Director Moshe Babel-Pour  

and Tel Mond Mayor Shlomo Ratzabi

At an ORT event in 2000 are (seated:) Alice Cotman,  
Linda Rosenbluth, Fannie Nierenberg z”l,  

(standing:) Stuart Kaminsky z”l and Dr. Robert Rosenbluth

In April, Federation board members, donors and staff celebrated the start 
of construction on the next phase of our 21st-century campus: David & Edie 

Chaifetz, Bob Israeloff, Wayne Ruben, Shep Englander, Tom Bernstein, 
Bruce Udell, Congressman Vern Buchanan, Anne Spindel, Jessi Sheslow
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The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
is thrilled to again participate in The Giving 
Partner’s 24-Hour Online Giving Challenge! 

This is your opportunity to support the causes 
important to you in Southwest Florida, like your 

Jewish Federation! With your generosity, our 
Federation could be eligible for matching funds  

as well as promotional dollars throughout  
the challenge. All gifts up to $100 will be matched 

dollar for dollar.

941.371.4546   |   jfedsrq.org

givingchallenge.org #BeTheOne

Participate in 
#GivingChallenge2022#GivingChallenge2022  

and support The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.  

The 2022 Giving Challenge is presented by the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County with 
giving strengthened by The Patterson Foundation.
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Here’s “to Life” on the Gulf Coast
Committed to the Jewish Community for over 20 years,  

Stacy is passionate about real estate and strives  
to build ever-lasting relationships based on exceptional service, 

uncompromising values and a strong work ethic.

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

 1605 Main Street • Sarasota, FL 34236 • 941.951.6660

L’Chayim

Chai Society Donor Spotlight: Linda and Bob Rosenbluth
By Kim Sheintal, Chai Society Committee member, and Lisa Feinman, Director, Donor Relations

Fortune smiled on the Sarasota- 
Manatee community when Lin-
da and Bob Rosenbluth moved 

here in 1972. The Rosenbluths spent 
the next 50 years making a difference 
by investing their time, talent and 
philanthropic support in The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 
numerous other Sarasota organizations. 

Bob, an obstetrician and gynecol-
ogist, was a mohel in Sarasota for 28 
years. He volunteered many hours to 
Federation projects, sharing his med-
ical expertise and more with heartfelt 
dedication, including coordinating the 
medical care of Russian refugees who 
came to Sarasota during Operation  
Exodus in the 1990s. 

Linda became a full-time volun-
teer, developing an impressive resume 
of accomplishments. Very active in 
Women’s Philanthropy, she served 

as head of the Federation’s Women’s 
Campaign and later as president of its 
Women’s Division, established under 
the leadership of Jennie Jones z”l in the 
mid-1990s. She worked closely with 
Jennie and was instrumental in starting 
the Lion of Judah Division. 

Linda was the first woman to head 
United Jewish Appeal, now part of The 
Jewish Federations of North America, 
and was the first person to receive our 
Federation’s Young Leadership Award. 
In addition to her work with the Fed-
eration, Linda served on numerous 
boards and established the first AIDS 
Awareness Week, which went nation-
wide.

In 1982, Linda was directly in-
volved with the Federation’s adoption 
of Tel Mond, a town in Israel, through 
Project Renewal, a community initia-
tive created by Menachem Begin to 
help rehabilitate neighborhoods in Is-
rael. Following exploratory visits by 
Linda, Jay Saphier z”l and former Jew-
ish Federation Director Jack Weintraub 
z”l, the Sarasota-Manatee community 
committed to a five-year special cam-
paign to raise funds for Tel Mond. 

Linda joined a 
23-member delegation 
from Sarasota on a trip 
to Tel Mond in 1983. 
In 1999, Tel Mond of-
ficially became Sara-
sota’s sister city. The 
partnership continues 
today and includes visits 
during MOMentum and 
MoMENtum missions. 
Teens from Sarasota and 
Tel Mond enjoy visiting 
each other, reciprocating 
home hospitality and 
digging into the cultures 

of both cities. Bob and Linda have 
many long-lasting friendships with Tel 
Mond residents.

Linda was instrumental in creating 
other international initiatives for the 
Sarasota community that remain popu-
lar 20 years later, including the Florida 

Studio Theatre Children Write a Play 
program (introduced in 2001 as the  
National Playwriting Festival) and  
Embracing Our Differences (introduced 
in 2004 as Coexistence).

The year 2022 is the 30th anniver-
sary of the Rosenbluths’ support of the 
Federation. We gratefully recognize 
them as Chai Society donors for their 
many years of involvement and gener-
osity. We are doubly thankful that Linda 
became a Federation star who not only 
spearheaded our Tel Mond partnership 
but has worked hard to help Sarasota’s 

Jewish and general communities. “Bob 
is the reason I was lucky enough to 
come to Sarasota,” Linda said, “and he 
stood behind me so I could get involved 
in these things while bringing up our 
two sons.” That makes Bob a superstar 
in our eyes, too. Thank you both for all 
you have done and continue to do for 
our community.
Chai Society donors have made phil-
anthropic contributions to support the 
mission-based work and operations of 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee for 18 or more years.

At the 1994 groundbreaking for Jennie Jones House (an open-air building for the JCC preschoolers) 
are Linda Rosenbluth, Margaret Pennington, Jennie Jones z”l, Betty Schiff z”l and Hortie Mintzer z”l

At the 1998 proclamation signing in Tel Mond, Israel, are Linda Rosenbluth, Sarasota Sister Cities 
President Hope Byrnes, Tel Mond Matnas Center Executive Director Moshe Babel-Pour  

and Tel Mond Mayor Shlomo Ratzabi

At an ORT event in 2000 are (seated:) Alice Cotman,  
Linda Rosenbluth, Fannie Nierenberg z”l,  

(standing:) Stuart Kaminsky z”l and Dr. Robert Rosenbluth

6000 Cattleridge Dr.
Suite 100
Sarasota, FL 34232

(941) 378-8977
Fyzical is the leader in health and wellness providing patients with wellness 

programs & clinical care in Fall Prevention, Orthopedic & Vestibular Rehabilitation.

Visit us at 
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Contact us for your
free balance screening
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heated pool with 
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Featuring Holocaust  
scholars, the series  
centers on varied approaches  
toward the Holocaust and  
social justice education and how  
they integrate  in a community.

PRESENTS

S P O N S O R E D  B Y :

To RSVP, please visit JFEDSRQ.org/events

For more information contact Bette Zaret  
at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941-228-3676
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Running through  Running through  

June 2022June 2022
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and Memorials  

Around the World 
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and Memorials  

Around the World 
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TORCH
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We offer our very deep appreciation  
to our 2021-22 Season Torch Sponsors! 

They support our Federation’s efforts to  
bring quality events and programs to our local  

community and help fund crucial services 
 for people in need here in Sarasota-Manatee,  

in Israel and around the world.

Howard Berman  
and Sharon Sexter

Edie and David Chaifetz
Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin

Debbie and Larry Haspel
  Rosenthal Roots Family Foundation 

Sylvia and Norman Samet
Bunny and Mortz”l Skirboll

Hadassah and Martinz”l Strobel
Lois Stulberg

jfedsrq.org

20222022

Photography by Cliff Roles

jfedsrq.org

Women’s  Day  
OOn Monday, April 4, The Jewish Federation of 

   Sarasota-Manatee hosted its first in-person  
 Women’s Day event since 2019. Chaired by 

Janis Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick, the event 
featured New York Times best-selling author Jennifer 
Weiner, who entertained the crowd of more than 275 
with stories about her family, her work and her love 
of cycling. Centerpieces by Gulf Gate Flowers were 
available for purchase to support Ukrainian relief 
efforts. Phil Mancini and the entire team at Michael’s 
On East prepared a delightful meal for all to enjoy. 

Women’s Day Committee Members included Pam 
Brown, Mary Collier, Geri Drexler, Rachael Feldman, 
Lori Greenbaum, Lauren Kurnov, Merri Mann, 
Courtney Rosenthal, Ronna Ruben, Bari Rudin,  
Lenore Treiman and Sheree Zaslavsky.

Table Sponsors included Courtney Rosenthal,  
Terry Roth, Charlie Ann Syprett and Debbie Yonker.  
Copper Sponsors included Pam Adelstein & Edie 
Chaifetz, Alice Cotman, Lori Greenbaum, Debby 
Hamburg, Marcia Nalebuff, Susan F. Samson and 
Nancy Wolk. Gift Sponsor was Sheree Zaslavsky.  
Media Sponsors included Scene Magazine and The 
Observer. We are grateful to all our sponsors as well  
as our Patron Ticket holders for making the return  
of Women’s Day a tremendous success!

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Elected leaders deliver support  
for Jewish communal security
By Amy Maguire, Government Relations Consultant, and Lindsey Mintz, Dir. of Community Engagement

Combating antisemitism  
through Holocaust education
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

As the Jewish community con-
tinues to address the rise in 
antisemitism, we know we 

are more secure today than yesterday 
because of the tireless efforts of our 
elected officials who represent Sara-
sota and Manatee counties. In a world 
facing so many challenges, we deeply 
thank them for taking the time to visit 
our campuses, meet with us and work 
on our behalf to help address our con-
cerns.

Through Congressman Vern Bu-
chanan’s laser focus, he prioritized and 
secured $1.4 million so that we can 
make our Federation campus as secure 
as possible. These dollars will help us 
establish a training center and security 
guard house. The training center will 
be a community asset, allowing experts 
to provide instruction, tools and tech-
niques to frontline providers, families, 

police officers, fire fighters and many 
other constituents. 

Additionally, Congressman Bu-
chanan and his staff quickly stepped 
up to the plate to assist with the United 
Against Hate gathering in February.

On the state level, Representa-
tive James Buchanan and Senator Joe 
Gruters secured a state appropriation 
that will provide security fencing and 
other protective measures on our cam-
pus, as well as preserve and enhance 
our Holocaust education initiatives, 
which can help prevent antisemitism 
from taking hold.

Additionally, we thank our local 
state delegation for its support and en-
couragement. Representing our cam-
pus, Florida House Representative 
Fiona McFarland is working to help 
us grow our summer and after-school 
camp programs, because she values the 

critical need these programs will fill 
in our community. State Senator Jim 
Boyd and Representatives Gregory and 
Robinson have all carried our causes. 

We continue to be grateful for our 
local leadership: Sarasota and Manatee 
County Commissioners and County 
Administrators, Sarasota Mayor Erik 
Arroyo and the Sarasota Council.

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee will continue to build 
relationships and maintain open lines 
of communication with our elected 
leaders at all levels of government 
(and their excellent staffs!) – and we 
will never take for granted the level of 
responsiveness and support we receive. 
THANK YOU! 

For more information about these 
efforts, please contact Lindsey Mintz at 
lmintz@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6303.

The Federation has long sup-
ported Holocaust remembrance 
events and our Holocaust 

Speakers Bureau. In recent years, our 
work expanded to include proactive 
outreach to schools, multi-faith orga-
nizations and the community at large 
because we recognize that quality 
Holocaust education and innovative 
programming is an indispensable in-
vestment in combating antisemitism.

Much has been accomplished this 
season in our efforts to honor and edu-
cate about the lessons of the Holocaust 
including:

In the last six months, more than 
3,000 area students have had the 
life-changing experience of listening 
to a survivor share their story.

Virtual Kristallnacht and Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Day 
commemorations were well attended 
and received.

To support Holocaust Education 
Week, we provided schools and teach-
ers with web-based lesson plans, 
videos, educational tools and live 
presentations by Holocaust survivors 
and liberators. We also sponsored two 
global initiatives, the Daffodil Project 
and World Kindness Day, by helping 
18 schools plant daffodil gardens in 
memory of Jewish children who per-
ished in the Holocaust.

Impact Theatre, a partnership be-
tween our Federation, Newtown Alive! 
and Temple Sinai, was created so that 
Black and Jewish teens could explore 
the history of persecution experienced 
by both peoples. Jewish teens inter-
viewed African American elders who 
lived during segregation, and Black 
teens interviewed Holocaust survivors. 
The teens will present interpretations 
of their elders’ stories at a Town Hall 
meeting in May. The program, from 
training to interviews to field trips, is 
being filmed and is the subject of a 
short documentary debuting in 2023. 

Sponsored by the Federation, over 

20 journalism and film students at Pine 
View School interviewed and filmed 
11 local Holocaust survivors and are 
currently writing newspaper articles 
and crafting a documentary film based 
upon those interviews.

Federation partnered with Rabbi 
Ben Shull of the Jewish Congregation 
of Venice on several presentations to 

interfaith organizations about con-
fronting antisemitism. In May, Feder-
ation will present to all members of the 
Sarasota Police Department about the 
history – as well as the contemporary 
manifestations – of antisemitism.

To learn more about Holocaust Ed-
ucation and Programming initiatives, 
contact me at bzaret@jfedsrq.org.

Mariner Wealth Advisors (“MWA”), is an SEC registered investment adviser with its principal 
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notice filed or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from notice filing requirements. Any 
subsequent, direct communication by MWA with a prospective client shall be conducted 
by a representative that is either registered or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from 
registration in the state where the prospective client resides. For additional information 
about MWA, including fees and services, please contact MWA or refer to the Investment 
Adviser Public Disclosure website (www.adviserinfo.sec.gov). Please read the disclosure 
statement carefully before you invest or send money.
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240 S. Pineapple Ave., Suite 200, Sarasota, FL 34236
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For more information contact Bette Zaret  
at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941-228-3676
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Israel’s Rabin Medical Center airlifts Ukrainian refugees
Editor’s note: The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee supports the Amer-
ican Friends of Rabin Medical Center.

A plane chartered and converted 
into a flying ICU left Israel in 
late March on its way to Bu-

charest, Romania, in a joint operation 
between The Jewish Agency of Isra-
el, Israel’s Rabin Medical Center and 
United Hatzalah.

The goal of the mission was to 
evacuate and transport a number of se-
riously ill Ukrainian refugees who had 
fled the fighting in their country and 
were received by The Jewish Agency’s 
immigration centers in Romania. This 
was an extraordinary life-saving mis-
sion, and the plane made its way from 
Bucharest to Israel with the seriously 
ill Ukrainian patients onboard.

YOM HA’ATZMAUTYOM HA’ATZMAUT
IsraelIsrael

     celebrate

Independence DayIndependence Day
JOIN
US!  

THURSDAYTHURSDAY
MAY 5, 2022MAY 5, 2022
5:30 – 7:30PM  

THE BAY CIVIC GREEN  
(nextdoor to Municipal Auditorium)

FREE

LISA ZELNIKER, CHAIR

    R
EGISTRATION REQUIRED:

      
      

       
   JFEDSRQ.ORG/events

ENJOY ISRAELI FOOD  
& FESTIVITIES WITH  
FAMILY & FRIENDS!

   MC/DJ: NATI SHABAT,               
                  SRQ BEATS

CONTACT TRUDI KRAMES FOR MORE INFORMATION OR  
UNIQUE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT: 
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or  
941-706-0037

FESTIVITIES INCLUDE (just to  
name a few– more to come):
^ My Tree in Israel Olive Oil with BMYA 
^ Cards to IDF soldiers with Federation’s PJ Library
^ Hebrew Name sand art with Temple Emanu-El
^ Israeli flag craft with Aviva
^ Passport activity for kids with Temple Sinai
^ Jewish necklace craft with Temple Beth El 
^ Limonana station by Michael’s On East
^ Trees for Israel with JNF
^ Notes for the Kotel (Western Wall) in Israel  
 with Hadassah
^ Challah braiding activity with Baca Bread  
 (challah available for purchase as well) 
^ Map of Israel activity with ORT
^ Activities with Chabads of Sarasota & Manatee
^ Enjoy Israeli food for purchase from Falafel  
 Express food truck 
^  Judaica for  purchase from area synagogue  
 gift shops
^ Halvah generously provided by Temple  
 Beth Sholom
^  Israeli jewelry available for purchase from  
 McCarver & Moser

jfedsrq.org/events

SPONSORED BY:
Lisa & Scott Zelniker 
McCarver & Moser 
Fresh Start Cafe 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:
Kehillah Collaborative
Sarasota-Manatee Rabbinic Association 
StandWithUs 
Michael’s On East
Paisano’s Italian Bakery
Baca Bread (Kosher challah)
Sarasota Lawn Bowling Club (as of 4/19/2022)

MAKE LIFE AWESOME.MAKE LIFE AWESOME.  
JOIN US FOR A JOURNEY WHERE YOU’LL TAP INTO 
YOURSELF, YOUR PEOPLE, AND YOUR HOMELAND.

OCTOBER 24-30, 2022 JOIN
Men from all over the world for a 
revitalizing year of self-exploration, 
unforgettable experiences in Israel  
and inspiring Jewish learning.

ENJOY
empowering Jewish classed led by 
world-class speakers and Israeli  
thought-leaders.

EXPLORE
spiritual Tzfat, Masada’s desert 
magic, Shabbat in Jerusalem and 
many more unique experiences.

DISCOVER
how to connect deeper with yourself, 
your family and your community.

* $1,200 plus air | $900 plus air for MOMentum husbands
* $174 tip and acceptance fee
* $500 fully refundable deposit

For more information , please contact: Gisele Pintchuck  |  gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org  |  941.706.0029

MomentumUnlimited.org

7 DAYS IN ISRAEL
Limited Spaces | Subsidized Trip*

APPLY APPLY 
NOW!NOW!

 2022 
   MOMentum 
        ISRAEL TRIP*

      Applications
  NOW OPEN!

Tap into yourself, your people and your homeland.
Join us for a trip of a lifetime!

October 31 through November 7
Criteria: Mothers raising Jewish children under 18 years old living at home.

* This trip is highly subsidized!  
   It’s FREE to apply. Spaces are Limited. 

For more information contact Gisele Pintchuck 
941-706-0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

APPLY NOW: 
momentumunlimited.org

https://www.momentumunlimited.org
https://www.momentumunlimited.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Federation staff members Robbie Etzkin (at left) and Jessi Sheslow (at right)  
with the 2022 BMYA Ambassadors: Nathan Weitzner, Tyler Ruben, Caroline Spiegel,  

Julia Lutz, Megan Meese, Colby Brooks and Abbie Mount (not pictured: Michela Hazan)

Introducing our 2022 Young Ambassadors
By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs

After a long two-year hiatus 
from international travel, the 
Bob Malkin Young Ambas-

sadors (BMYA) trip is back! We are 
moving ahead with a summer 2022 
trip, having expanded the eligibility to 
ensure that eligible teens from the last 
two school years could participate. 

We have selected a stellar group of 
rising juniors, rising seniors and (for 
this year only) graduating seniors for 
the 2022 trip. These impressive teens 
passed a rigorous interview process 
thanks to our amazing volunteer inter-
viewers David Grace and David Wei-
man, led by Amy Weinberger. Robby 
Etzkin and I, as the trip staff, are look-
ing forward to stewarding these teens 
into leadership roles, and to seeing 
them become more confident in their 
mastery of Jewish history and Zionism 
as they head off to college in the com-
ing years. 

Our wonderful Bob Malkin Young 
Ambassadors for 2022 are (in first-
name alpha order): Abbie Mount, 

Caroline Spiegel, Colby Brooks, Julia 
Lutz, Megan Meese, Michela Hazan, 
Nathan Weitzner and Tyler Ruben.

While in Israel, we will visit many 
major historical Jewish sites, includ-
ing Masada, the Dead Sea, the Kotel 
(Western Wall) and Yad Vashem – the 
world Holocaust remembrance center. 
We are working tirelessly with our tour 
provider to share the magic of Israel 
with our teens in important, exciting 
and new ways, including volunteering 
at Leket, Israel’s leading food rescue 
organization; taking a Druze cooking 
class; rafting down the Jordan River; 
and visiting our sister city, Tel Mond. 

None of this would be possible 
without the generous donations that 
our incredible donors have made to 
ensure that Jewish teens get the trip 
of a lifetime. Thank you to the Malkin 
Family, Donald Marshall and fami-
ly, Alice Cotman, the Aberson family 
and the Yunis family. If you would like 
to help make a difference in the lives 
of these teens with a meaningful gift, 

no matter the size, please reach out  
to me. 

We are excited to share our next 
update when we return from Israel later 
this summer!

For more information about the 
BMYA trip or to make a donation, 
contact me at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.343.2109, or visit jfedsrq.org/
bmya.

Israel’s Rabin Medical Center airlifts Ukrainian refugees
Editor’s note: The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee supports the Amer-
ican Friends of Rabin Medical Center.

A plane chartered and converted 
into a flying ICU left Israel in 
late March on its way to Bu-

charest, Romania, in a joint operation 
between The Jewish Agency of Isra-
el, Israel’s Rabin Medical Center and 
United Hatzalah.

The goal of the mission was to 
evacuate and transport a number of se-
riously ill Ukrainian refugees who had 
fled the fighting in their country and 
were received by The Jewish Agency’s 
immigration centers in Romania. This 
was an extraordinary life-saving mis-
sion, and the plane made its way from 
Bucharest to Israel with the seriously 
ill Ukrainian patients onboard.

The medical evacuation flight 
landed at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport 
with continuous medical supervision. 
Once the plane landed, the patients 
were taken by ambulances directly to 
Rabin Medical Center in Greater Tel 
Aviv, where they received emergency 
medical care. Prior to their evacuation, 
the patients were housed at a Jewish 
Agency facility in Bucharest, where 

they received care from medical staff 
from Rabin Medical Center who were 
on location.

The Jewish Agency, in partnership 
with the International Federation of 
Christians and Jews, has been re-
ceiving refugees in centers in various 
countries that neighbor Ukraine in-
cluding Romania, Poland, Hungary 
and Moldova. Ukrainian refugees 

wishing to immigrate to Israel are be-
ing received at these centers and are 
provided with everything they need un-
til they are able to immigrate to Israel 
and be received by Israel’s Ministry of 
Immigration and Absorption.

The director of Rabin Medical 
Center, Dr. Eytan Wirtheim, said, “As 
time goes by, our teams in Warsaw and 
Bucharest have come to a clearer un-

derstanding of how great the distress is 
and how expansive the medical needs 
are. I am pleased that we are able to 
help these refugees heal and bring 
them hope. My heart widens at seeing 
the boundless efforts of our incredible 
teams who are working day and night 
to assist the refugees. This humani-
tarian work is the moral obligation of  
every one of us during this time.”

Medical professionals from Israel’s Rabin Medical Center and United Hatzalah

Follow us on

@jfedsrq
Stay connected.

1050 South Tuttle Ave Bldg 2 Sarasota, FL 

941.955.8121

Info@TempleBethSholomFL.org 

www.TempleBethSholomFL.org
Temple.Beth.Sholom

Visit our website or Facebook page for more details 

Daily morning Minyan                                    8:00 a.m.
Thur. Conversational Hebrew 1                    10:30 a.m.
Friday Conversational Hebrew 2                 10:00 a.m.
Friday night service                                            6:30 p.m.
Saturday morning service                              9:30 a.m.

Various classes and special events!

welcomes you!

Temple Beth Sholom
Sarasota's Conservative Synagogue

At Temple Beth Sholom, everyone is welcome! 
Now, as always, TBS is your home.

"Where community is family and egalitarian Conservative Judaism
thrives in Sarasota through prayer, learning, and community service.”

TempleBethSholomFL

http://www.templebethsholomfl.org
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Volunteer Spotlight
Amy Falk Weinberger: Educational navigator  
and creative community collaborator
By Sandy Chase

 

  04.08.2022

CC BREAK OPEN THE FUTURE 
APITAL CAMPAIGNAPITAL CAMPAIGN Federation leadership, board members, campus capital 

campaign donors, and community leaders gathered to 
celebrate construction progress for The Larry and Mary 
Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life.  

Shep Englander, CEO, welcomed everyone into the Morganroth Event Center with a toast and invited 
Congressman Vern Buchanan to share a few words. Shep also shared the exciting news of a matching 
challenge for a security endowment from the Haspel Family, represented at the event by Larry Haspel, 
Federation Board Member, and his wife, Debbie. After remarks, everyone had the opportunity to either 
write an inspirational message on one of the walls of the Event Center or help break down one of the walls.

*Anti-Defamation League survey of American Jews & perceptions of antisemitism

%%
FEEL THEIR COMMUNITIES 
ARE LESS SAFE THAN THEY 
WERE A DECADE AGO.*6363of American Jewsof American Jews

In partnership with Secure Community Network (SCN),  
we are dedicated to keeping our Jewish community safe.  
We provide:
	 • SAFETY AND SECURITY TRAINING
	 • INFORMATION SHARING
	 • SECURITY ADVICE AND CONSULTATION
	 • SECURITY WEBSITE PLATFORM

For detailed information and to sign-up for security 
alerts, visit

        JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ
To report an incident, go to the web page  
listed above, then click the red button:

CLICK HERE TO REPORT AN INCIDENT 

WHAT’S INSIDE
SHALOMSRQ covers everything a local  
resident, visitor or newcomer needs to know  
when it comes to “all things Jewish” in  
Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

INTERACTIVITY
All ads that include a website have the URL  
embedded into the ad for quick access from  
the SHALOMSRQ online version to your website.

DEADLINE
Don’t wait; the placement window to advertise  
in SHALOMSRQ is nearing fast:

the ultimate demographic?
Want to reach 

Advertise in the ultimate guide to everything Jewish in Sarasota and 
Manatee counties! SHALOMSRQ is a magazine-style resource 

guide that residents and visitors will keep on hand. 

SHALOMSRQ connects  
your business to a powerful  
demographic; our readers  
are affluent, well-educated,  
established, and  
philanthropic.  

SRQ FR
EE

ARTS AND CULTURE  |  COMMUNITY SERVICES  |  COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
 LOCAL AGENCIES & ORGANIZATIONS  |  ADULT & CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  |  RELIGIOUS LIFE  |  FEDERATION

READ IT ONLINE 
JFEDSRQ.ORG/SHALOMSRQA FREE PUBLICATION FROM

YOUR GUIDE TO EVERYTHING JEWISH IN SARASOTA MANATEE

Closing Date: September 15, 2022
For more information or to reserve your space,  
contact Adam Kaplan at 941.552.6307  
or akaplan@jfedsrq.org.

DOWNLOAD THE MEDIA KIT AT
JFEDSRQ.org/ShalomSRQ-Advertising

SHALOMSRQ IS PUBLISHED BY

•  Synagogues & Temples
•   Jewish Clubs
•  Jewish Cultural Arts
•  Jewish Education
•  Jewish Food
•  Jewish Gift Shops
•  Jewish Service Providers
•  Jewish Housing
•  Jewish Youth & Teen Programs
•  Jewish Calendar
•  Israel Connections
•  History of Jews in Sarasota
•  AND MORE!

INCLUDES

hhttps://www.jfedsrq.org/shalomsrq-advertising
https://www.jfedsrq.org/safesrq
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CHRISTOPHER S. LITTLE, M.D. and STEVEN W. FINEMAN, M.D.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. EXTRAORDINARY CARE.

Call (941) 954-9990 
Visit www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com

A concierge practice devoted to internal medicine and wellness.

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE   941.363.6507
OFFICE    941.349.3444

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242

Valuable market insights
TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR REAL ESTATE GOALS

Volunteer Spotlight
Amy Falk Weinberger: Educational navigator  
and creative community collaborator
By Sandy Chase

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee is fortunate to be 
one of many community ben-

eficiaries of Amy Falk Weinberger’s 
staunch practice of Tikkun Olam and 
tzedakah.

Through her altruism and partner-
ships with community and national 
nonprofits, she has taught others how 
to navigate the educational “stormy 
seas” faced by many, herself included, 
as she struggled with learning disabil-
ities and overcame them because of 
selfless teachers. 

Federation Director of Program-
ming and Community Outreach Tru-
di Krames says, “Amy’s avid support 
of children and adults in our Saraso-
ta-Manatee Jewish community meshes 
directly with our mission: helping to 
strengthen Jewish life and identity in 
our community, providing for Jewish 
people in need and promoting support 
for Israel.” 

Amy has assisted with Federation 
initiatives and projects, including:

 � The Shapiro Teen Engagement 
Program’s (STEP) Bob Malkin 
Young Ambassadors trip to Isra-
el, where she’s been interviewing 
teens for the two-year exchange 
program between Sarasota-Man-
atee and Tel Mond, Federation’s 
Israeli sister city. On a personal 
note, she attended Mosenson High 
School in Israel.

 � Mental-health event in 2019, “One 
Thing I Wish You Knew,” as a pan-
elist

 � Camp Marci Lynn, in its early de-
velopment
Other community involvement ex-

emplifies Amy’s passion for volunteer-
ing. She believes that “because she can, 
she does.” And she’s been doing since 
the 1990s – co-writing and producing 
community Kristallnacht programs, 
co-founding the successful Sarasota 
BBYO (B’nai B’rith Youth Organiza-
tion), and supporting events at JFCS of 
the Suncoast and her synagogue, Tem-
ple Emanu-El.

Amy’s Federation volunteering has 
directed her on a path benefiting Sara-
sota-Manatee. STEP involvement, for 

example, was a prerequisite to becom-
ing a national trainer for Youth Mental 
Health First Aid.

Her B.A. in International Studies 
from Emory University and M.S. Ed in 
Educational/Instructional Technology 
from Wilkes University – bolstered by 
extensive experience and expertise – 
have enabled Amy to make a difference 
for countless others.

Directors of organizations with 
which she partners – NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness), The Play-
ers Centre for Performing Arts, Florida 
Center Clinic (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders), Resilient Retreat and Com-
peer – attest to her unfailing dedication.

Colleen Thayer, NAMI’s Execu-
tive Director, says, “Amy sees a need 
and makes it happen with her time, ex-
pertise and support. She has the inter-
est and mental wellness of youth and 
teachers at the forefront.”

Amy’s latest project is Lean on 
Me. She and former student Jordan 
Stonecypher collaborate with public 
schools, First Step of Sarasota, SRQ 
Strong and other nonprofits, helping 
students learn how to navigate mental- 
health issues while maintaining and/or 
elevating academic achievements. 

Explaining Lean on Me’s co-
founding, she says, “An attendee at 
Federation’s mental-health program 
approached me, requesting that I start 
a mentoring program in Sarasota 
Public Schools. I followed my heart,  

wondering where I would find time.”
Amy always says “Yes” if she can 

help the educational community cir-
cumvent mental-health consequences. 

Commitment to Federation can 
be traced to her position as one of the 
Jewish Community Center’s youth/
camp directors (Camp Marci Lynn’s 
predecessor), having relocated with 
her husband Steve to Sarasota from St. 
Thomas, Virgin Islands. 

“I learned so much,” she recalls. 
“I’m forever grateful that Dan Bern-
stein, past Executive Director, hired 
me. Those earlier experiences have 
given me insights as to how Camp 
Marci Lynn can fulfill and nurture new 
needs of our community – which are 
quite different from those of 1990.” 

Amy’s recollection of the Ambas-
sador interviews highlights her ability 
to relate to others, rewarding her man-
ifold. “Each applicant had a keen dis-
position and unique special interests. 
Kindness, esteem and hope permeated 
the process. It became clear that can-

didates understood how to navigate 
the mental health of a friend or them-
selves.”

Fervent about teaching others and 
learning from children, Amy says, 
“Education is the one thing that can-
not be taken away. Once you have the 
knowledge, you have opportunities to 
decide how to use it.” 

As indicated by her tagline for 
Lean on Me, Amy is “passionate about 
education, happiness and mental health 
wellness for students, teachers, fam-
ilies and community.” She thrives on 
practicing Tikkun Olam. Federation 
is thrilled to be one of the recipients 
of her fervor for a better today and  
tomorrow.
There are many ways to contribute and 
be part of the volunteer life at the Fed-
eration. For more information, please 
contact Jeremy Lisitza, Cultural Arts 
Manager, at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@
jfedsrq.org.
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Copyright © 2022 The Glenridge on Palmer Ranch®. 
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Copyright © 2022 The Glenridge on Palmer Ranch®

F lourish!
F r e e d o m  t o “Best Retirement 

Community 
in Sarasota”

Winner 12 Years in a Row – 
voted by readers of 
Sarasota Magazine

Best of SRQ Local 2021

Call today: 941-552-5369 or toll-free: 1-888-999-GLEN (4536).
 7333 Scotland Way • Sarasota, Florida 34238 • www.TheGlenridge.com

Amy Falk Weinberger

 

  04.08.2022

CC BREAK OPEN THE FUTURE 
APITAL CAMPAIGNAPITAL CAMPAIGN Federation leadership, board members, campus capital 

campaign donors, and community leaders gathered to 
celebrate construction progress for The Larry and Mary 
Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life.  

Shep Englander, CEO, welcomed everyone into the Morganroth Event Center with a toast and invited 
Congressman Vern Buchanan to share a few words. Shep also shared the exciting news of a matching 
challenge for a security endowment from the Haspel Family, represented at the event by Larry Haspel, 
Federation Board Member, and his wife, Debbie. After remarks, everyone had the opportunity to either 
write an inspirational message on one of the walls of the Event Center or help break down one of the walls.

*Anti-Defamation League survey of American Jews & perceptions of antisemitism

%%
FEEL THEIR COMMUNITIES 
ARE LESS SAFE THAN THEY 
WERE A DECADE AGO.*6363of American Jewsof American Jews

In partnership with Secure Community Network (SCN),  
we are dedicated to keeping our Jewish community safe.  
We provide:
	 • SAFETY AND SECURITY TRAINING
	 • INFORMATION SHARING
	 • SECURITY ADVICE AND CONSULTATION
	 • SECURITY WEBSITE PLATFORM

For detailed information and to sign-up for security 
alerts, visit

        JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ
To report an incident, go to the web page  
listed above, then click the red button:

CLICK HERE TO REPORT AN INCIDENT 

http://www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com
http://www.robertkrasow.michaelsunders.com
https://www.theglenridge.com
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This series highlights mission-based 
programs and projects that are sup-
ported by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. These ini-
tiatives are funded by the Annual 
Campaign. The series helps to ex-
plain where your generous dollars 
are spent and features initiatives 
that enrich the lives of Jews living 
in Sarasota-Manatee, local projects 
with area partners, and overseas 
programs that support the social and 
humanitarian needs of Jews in Israel 
and around the world. Your generous 
support is found in our tenet… To 
strengthen Jewish life and identity 
in our community. (See the article 
below.)

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

Giving together for our 
safe and secure future
By Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement Officer

Each of us yearns to be involved 
with someone, something, out-
side of ourselves. Philanthropy 

provides that linchpin to our humani-
ty. We recently announced an exciting 
matching challenge for security. In-

spired by both 
our Safe SRQ 
Guardians initia-
tive and the Live 
Secure Match, 
a local family 
stepped forward 
to create a 1-to-1 
matching chal-
lenge for all 
gifts to the en-

dowment for security. The Haspel fam-
ily is not only practicing the power of 
giving together, but also motivating 
our multigenerational community to 
come forward during this critical time. 

Endowments are a remarkable op-
portunity, as they guarantee sustain-
ability for the Federation’s security 
efforts forever. An endowment gift can 
be made by one donor family or by an 

individual, but with a matching chal-
lenge, it becomes our collective moti-
vation and inspiration to look toward 
the future.

Looking back on the month of 
April, it is remarkable to reflect on how 
our community represented kehillah. 
We welcomed back a favorite event in 
person, Women’s Day, for the first time 
since 2019, celebrating how women 
make a philanthropic impact every 
day. We also embarked on The Giving 
Challenge presented by the Commu-
nity Foundation of Sarasota County, 
where our region supports our more 
than 700 strong nonprofits. There is a 
powerful message in giving together: 
you make a personal commitment to 
becoming part of a collective of donors 
focused on the best possible outcome 
for an organization.

If you want to learn more about 
how you can further your impact at 
the Federation through the endowment 
matching challenge, I urge you to con-
tact me at 941.552.6305 or hgilpin@
jfedsrq.org.

Ben & Jerry’s boycott harms Palestinians

David Millstone

Assisted Living Facility #8951

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

Skyrocketing property values mean the time is now to sell your home and lock in  
your rent rate at Aviva for 5 years. Protect yourself from rising inflation — and be  
part of a safe, secure, and thriving independent living community!

Sign by May 31st. Call 941.225.8369 today!

* 5 Year Rate Lock applies to Independent Living Rental Agreements only, for the length of the lease, or until 5 years from lease 
signing. This cannot be used in combination with any other sales offer. Limited time only offer. Expires May 31, 2022. 1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235

A COVID Vaccine Mandated Campus  

Limited Time OFFER

Hermione Gilpin

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

CRISIS IN 
UKRAINE
$16 million needed  
to support and save the lives of  
           Jewish families in Ukraine.

Our Federation partners, the  Joint Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency for 
Israel and World ORT, are on the ground providing critical welfare services for tens of 
thousands of vulnerable Jews across Ukraine. Update of this joint effort to-date:
 •  More than $43.4M has been raised through our collective Federation system
 •  7,000 Ukrainian refugees have received on-the-ground support
 •  More than 5,500 Jewish Ukrainian refugees have arrived in Israel
 •  More than 12,100 refugees have been fed and housed

Visit  JFEDS.org/CrisisInUkraine  
to learn more and make  
your contribution today.

941.371.4546

https://www.jfcs-cares.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/crisisinukraine
https://www.jfedsrq.org/
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Giving together for our 
safe and secure future

Ben & Jerry’s boycott harms Palestinians
By David J. Millstone, Chair, Robert and Esther Heller Community Relations Committee

In July 2021, Ben & Jerry’s an-
nounced that it would stop selling 
ice cream in what it describes as 

the “Occupied Palestinian Territories,” 
also known as the West Bank. Osten-
sibly, the company’s decision was 
based upon its concept of social jus-
tice, claiming that selling in the West 

Bank is inconsis-
tent with its val-
ues. It should be 
noted that there 
is no other coun-
try where Ben & 
Jerry’s refuses to 
sell its ice cream 
in an occupied 
territory, includ-

ing Cyprus, where there is Turkish 
occupation of northern Cyprus, and  
Tibet, which is occupied by China. The 
company’s decision to stop ice cream 
sales in the West Bank was supported 
by its parent company, Unilever. The 
question is, what does the boycott ac-
complish and who does it affect?

While announced about 10 months 
ago, the boycott has not yet taken ef-
fect. The Israeli licensee for Ben & 
Jerry’s, Avi Zinger, has refused to 
comply with the company’s announced 
boycott. His stated reasons are that it 
will violate Israel’s anti-discrimination 
and anti-boycott laws, as well as the 
anti-boycott laws of the United States. 
Unilever has announced it will not re-
new Zinger’s license when it expires at 
the end of 2022.

Zinger claims the boycott will harm 

Palestinians and runs contrary to what 
should be Ben & Jerry’s goals of so-
cial justice. He points out that he works 
with both Palestinians and Israelis, and 
that the products sold in the West Bank 
are enjoyed by more Palestinians than 
Israelis. He believes that the boycott 
will result in Palestinian loss of eco-
nomic opportunities. The “Fruits of 
Peace” program sources local ingre-
dients from Palestinian farmers for 
local ice cream flavors. Palestinian 
workers are involved in the manufac-
ture and distribution of the ice cream. 
Additionally, the West Bank distribu-
tion company for Ben & Jerry’s warns 
that Palestinians will lose salaries and 
working conditions they cannot obtain 
from the Palestinian Authority.

Zinger points out that the boycott 
was promoted to Ben & Jerry’s by the 
antisemitic BDS (Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions) Movement, which is 
contrary to efforts at peace in the re-
gion. The BDS Movement opposes any 
normalization with Israel. It opposes 
cooperative efforts between Israelis 
and Palestinians. It is opposed to the 
existence of the State of Israel and a 
two-state solution.

Bassem Eid, a Palestinian human 
rights activist living in Jericho in the 
West Bank, agrees with Zinger. He 
states that he and other Palestinian fam-
ilies routinely shop at the Gush Etzion 
commercial center, located in an Israeli 
community in the West Bank, which 
houses a Ben & Jerry’s shop. He says 
the commercial center is a “true reali-

zation of coexistence, as both Jews and 
Muslims from both Israel and the Pal-
estinian-controlled territories... work 
and shop” there. He strongly believes 
the boycott “will actively hurt the Pal-
estinian people.”
Conclusion
There are a number of questions one 
must ask when considering Ben & 
Jerry’s decision to boycott sales to the 
West Bank:

 � What are they trying to accom-
plish?

 � Assuming they believe social jus-
tice requires them to support the 
boycott, what are the unintended 
consequences?
• Should they support a boycott 

that brings economic loss to the 
people for whom they seek “jus-
tice?”

• Should they support a boycott 
that will impede peace rather than 
advance the prospects of peace?

• Should they support a boycott 
urged by those who seek the de-
struction of the State of Israel?

 � Is the support of a boycott in the 
West Bank hypocritical?
• Why is Ben & Jerry’s parent 

company, Unilever, only sup-
porting a boycott of ice cream? 
Why not a boycott of all its retail 
products sold in the West Bank?

• If they are going to boycott sales 
in the West Bank, should they also 
boycott sales in other countries 
where there are territorial dis-
putes such as in Cyprus or Tibet?

• Should they boycott the myri-
ad countries where true human 
rights abuses occur?

In summary, Ben & Jerry’s boycott 
will cause economic harm to Palestin-
ians, the people Ben & Jerry’s purports 
to be trying to help. It is antithetical to 
the advancement of peace in the region. 
The boycott supports a movement that 
seeks the complete elimination of the 
State of Israel. Ben and Jerry them-
selves, the company’s founders, claim 
to be supporters of Israel and deny any 
antisemitic animus, but does their sup-
port of the actions of their company be-
lie their statements?

As part of its charter, the Com-
munity Relations Committee works to 
support Israel and fight antisemitism. 
If you have any questions, comments 
or suggestions or are interested in the 
CRC, please contact me at CRCchair@
jfedsrq.org.
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a Florida resident the following year. 
He is on the board of The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee where he 
serves as Secretary and Chair of the 
Community Relations Committee. He 
is also a Trustee of the Anti-Defama-
tion League Foundation. Any opinions 
expressed in this article are those of 
Mr. Millstone and not necessarily those 
of The Jewish News or The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

David Millstone

Robert and Esther Heller
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Bereavement Support Groups 
in both Sarasota and Venice 
will take place in May. The 

Sarasota group, beginning Tuesday, 
May 3 from 10:30 a.m. to noon, will 
be held at 2688 Fruitville Road. The 
Venice group, starting on Thursday, 
May 5 from 10:30 a.m. to noon, will 
be at JFCS’s new south county office, 
2167 Tamiami Trail S. (Independence 
Plaza). Each group will run for six  
sessions on the same day of the week 
and time.

Facilitated by Community Chap-
lain Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz and 
sponsored by JFCS of the Suncoast in 
partnership with The Jewish Federa-

Kol HaNeshama dedicates new sanctuary  
on St. Wilfred Campus
The dedication of the new Kol 

HaNeshama (KH) Sanctuary 
brought together nearly 100 

synagogue members and invited guests 
recently for ceremonies led by Rabbi 
Jennifer Singer. The Sanctuary, located 
on the campus of St. Wilfred Episcopal 
Church, 3773 Wilkinson Road in Sara-
sota, represents a remarkable sharing of 
space between church and synagogue. 

Toby Deutsch and Richard Belle, 
co-chairs of the KH Transition Com-
mittee, served as Masters of Ceremony. 
Richard presented inspirational open-
ing remarks.

The event featured formal dedica-
tion of Kol HaNeshama’s new Ark and 
Ner Tamid, crafted by artisans at Stu-
dio Gross in Brooklyn, New York, and 
a Torah recently donated to the syna-

gogue by Garry Grossman. The Ner 
Tamid atop the Ark was a gift to KH 
from Toby Deutsch, in memory of her 
husband Larry.

A procession of past KH presi-
dents, under a huppah, accompanied 
the congregation’s Torahs to the new 
Ark.

Another highlight was Rabbi Jen-
nifer’s blessing of the two mezuzot 
that were affixed to doorways prior 
to the event. One mezuzah, carved by 
Ron Weismehl z”l, was donated by his 
wife Sonia. The other was a gift from 
Toby Deutsch and David and Linda  
Milberg.

Judy May spoke about the work 
of the Sacred Space Committee in 
transforming an ordinary room into a 
sanctuary. Joan Paru focused on the 

handsome Mizrach she and her hus-
band Marden z”l donated to KH. Joan 
Davidson discussed the creation, by 
12 congregants, of two beautiful wall 

hangings consisting of 32 individual 
blocks and stitched together by Susan 
Salzman. 

Joel Swallow, a lay leader of St. 
Wilfred, warmly welcomed KH and 
expressed a hope that future collabora-
tion between the church and the syna-
gogue could benefit the entire Sarasota 
community.

A wine and cheese reception, pro-
vided by Judie Biderman and Ari Dele-
vie, followed the dedication. 

The evening concluded with a light 
dinner sponsored by Robert Toale and 
Sons Funeral Homes and its Jewish 

Community Liaison, Gerry Ronkin, 
followed by the annual congregational 
meeting. President Donald Baum ex-
pressed deep gratitude to Rabbi Jenni-
fer Singer for her extraordinary efforts 
during the transition and through the 
worst of the pandemic. He also thanked 

outgoing officers, board members and 
committee chairs for their service. 

Installed as new officers and board 
members were Prof. Baum for a sec-
ond term as president; Ellen Honig, 
Vice President; Marcia Braff, Trea-
surer; Ranita Gomez, Secretary; and 
board members Glenda Auerbach, 
Richard Belle, Jeffrey Borenstein, 
Ruth Brandwein, Gail Buchman,  
Adrienne Friedman, Jay Leonard and 
Naomi Schwartz.

Thirteen artists participated in creating the beautiful and meaningful wall hangings that adorn the  
new Kol HaNeshama Sanctuary: Naomi Schwartz, Anne Schimberg, Anita Sarno, Susan Salzman,  

Linda Milberg, Amy Meyer, Judith May, Melanie Marcus, Joan Davidson, Toby Deutsch,  
Rabbi Jennifer Singer and (not pictured) Michelle Rosenthal and Helen Abramowicz

Rabbi Jennifer Singer and Joan Davidson in 
front of a wall hanging adorning the sanctuary

Joan Paru presented the Mizrach gifted by her 
and her husband Marden Paru z”l

A procession of KH members accompanies the 
synagogue’s two Torah scrolls into the new Ark 

(all photos, except for one at left, by Lynn Levine)

Richard Belle and Toby Deutsch, Masters  
of Ceremony at the Dedication of  

the KH Sanctuary, hold the Ner Tamid to  
be placed atop the new Ark behind them  

(photo by Ellen Honig)
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Sheila Birnbaum honored as Trustee of the Year
By Gayle Guynup

Sheila Birnbaum recently trav-
eled to Beverly Hills to receive 
her award as Trustee of the Year, 

presented by the Association of Jewish 
Aging Services (AJAS), an association 
of not-for-profit, community-based or-
ganizations rooted in Jewish values, 
which promotes and supports the de-
livery of services to an aging popula-
tion. She was nominated for the award 
by Aviva Senior Living in Sarasota.

Accompanying Sheila on her trip 
were her husband Jerry, Aviva Pres-
ident and CEO Jay Solomon and his 
wife Lori.

The award was presented as part of 
the AJAS annual conference, held from 
April 3-6 at the Beverly Hills Hilton. 
Conference highlights included key-
note remarks from renowned author 
Paul Irving, an evening with presiden-
tial historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, a 
discussion on the upsurge of antisem-
itism with activist Mark Potok, and a 
session on women in leadership roles 
featuring Sarah Hurwitz, speechwriter 
for Michelle Obama for seven years.

No stranger to the world of health-
care, Sheila has worked as an advoca-
tor, educator and agent of change in 

hospital, medical and se-
nior care facilities, includ-
ing the esteemed Robert 
Wood Johnson University 
Hospital in New Jersey. 
At Aviva, she developed 
a variety of patient-centric 
programs including the 
Donations for Giving pro-
gram; the Take A Look, 
Buy a Book initiative; the 
Senior Senior Prom; the 
Roaming Book Cart; the 
1950s Kitchen; a Walking 
Club; Hanukkah Celebration; Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day Parades; Knit-
ted Teddy Bears; and Sock It To Us. In 
addition to serving on the board, she 

also co-chaired Aviva’s 
two largest fundraising 
events, Eight Over 80 
and Keeping the Dream 
Alive.

In addition to her 
work at Aviva, Sheila 
has been deeply in-
volved with a number 
of Jewish organizations 
in the community in-
cluding JFCS of the 
Suncoast.

“Aviva has been a 
great home for me, where I get to see 
these residents leading wonderful, hap-
py lives, and enjoying everything we 
offer them,” Sheila said.Bereavement Support Groups 

to be held in Sarasota and 
Venice in May

Bereavement Support Groups 
in both Sarasota and Venice 
will take place in May. The 

Sarasota group, beginning Tuesday, 
May 3 from 10:30 a.m. to noon, will 
be held at 2688 Fruitville Road. The 
Venice group, starting on Thursday, 
May 5 from 10:30 a.m. to noon, will 
be at JFCS’s new south county office, 
2167 Tamiami Trail S. (Independence 
Plaza). Each group will run for six  
sessions on the same day of the week 
and time.

Facilitated by Community Chap-
lain Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz and 
sponsored by JFCS of the Suncoast in 
partnership with The Jewish Federa-

tion of Sarasota-Manatee, the groups 
are open to all regardless of back-
ground. 

This experience provides the op-
portunity to learn how others are deal-
ing with grief, examine ways loss can 
impact us, gain coping strategies and 
cultivate resilience. The warm and 
supportive environment found in the 
group fosters a healthy and healing 
sense of community. 

Pre-registration is required. The 
fee for the six sessions is $36. For 
more information, contact Rabbi Katz 
at 941.366.2224 x166 or jkatz@jfcs-
cares.org.

This program is sponsored by  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

MENGELBERG  
DENTAL ARTS
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Dr. John Mengelberg
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Sheila Birnbaum

Kol HaNeshama dedicates new sanctuary  
on St. Wilfred Campus

Community Liaison, Gerry Ronkin, 
followed by the annual congregational 
meeting. President Donald Baum ex-
pressed deep gratitude to Rabbi Jenni-
fer Singer for her extraordinary efforts 
during the transition and through the 
worst of the pandemic. He also thanked 

outgoing officers, board members and 
committee chairs for their service. 

Installed as new officers and board 
members were Prof. Baum for a sec-
ond term as president; Ellen Honig, 
Vice President; Marcia Braff, Trea-
surer; Ranita Gomez, Secretary; and 
board members Glenda Auerbach, 
Richard Belle, Jeffrey Borenstein, 
Ruth Brandwein, Gail Buchman,  
Adrienne Friedman, Jay Leonard and 
Naomi Schwartz.

A procession of KH members accompanies the 
synagogue’s two Torah scrolls into the new Ark 

(all photos, except for one at left, by Lynn Levine)
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Toby Halpern, President, Sarasota Board of Directors; Iris Nahemow, Sarasota Board of Directors
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Sarasota community celebrates the land  
and people of Israel at virtual “breakfast”
On Thursday, March 31, local 

community members gath-
ered online for a virtual Zoom 

“breakfast” in support of a bright, pros-
perous future for the land and people of 
Israel at Jewish National Fund-USA’s 
Sarasota Breakfast for Israel. 

The event featured Jonathan Tobin, 
Editor-in-Chief of Jewish News Syndi-
cate (JNS), the fastest-growing news 

agency covering Israel and the Jewish 
world. Tobin spoke about the rise of 
antisemitism, anti-Zionism, how hate 
speech and violence against Jews must 
never be rationalized or excused, and 
how the Jewish community must con-
tinue to have the courage to speak up 
so they can serve as role models for  
future generations.

Attendees also learned about Jew-

ish National Fund-USA’s One Billion 
Dollar Roadmap for the Next Decade 
which has seen the organization de-
velop new communities, connect the 
next generation to Israel, and create 
infrastructure and programs that sup-
port ecology, individuals with special 
needs, heritage site preservation and 
more.

“If you’re a Zionist, if you love 
Israel and if ensuring the future of 
a thriving Jewish homeland is im-
portant to you, I strongly encourage 
you to learn more about JNF-USA’s 
life-changing projects that will impact 
the global Jewish community for gen-
erations to come,” said Toby Halpern, 
JNF-USA Sarasota President. 

Event sponsors and major donors 
joined Tobin after the event for an 
exclusive virtual Meet & Greet, and 
thanks to a generous matching grant 
from a local partner (donor), all gifts 
and pledges from the event were dou-
bled. 

Additionally, Event Chair Esther 
Rose, a member of JNF-USA’s Saraso-
ta Board of Directors, hosted a “watch 
party” for several of the board mem-
bers at her home. 

For more information about Jewish 
National Fund-USA or to learn about 
future events in Sarasota, contact Josh-
ua Mellits, JNF-USA Director, West-
ern Florida, at 941.462.1330 x865 or 
jmellits@jnf.org.

Susan Schoengold: “Impact” is her middle name

Temple Sinai announces leadership transition
By Gail Glickman

The Temple Sinai Board of Trust-
ees announces Rabbi Samantha 
Kahn has stepped down as the 

temple’s rabbi. Rabbi Kahn said, “I 
am so honored Temple Sinai gave me 
the opportunity to learn and grow for 
the past three years. It is time now for 
me to say goodbye. The past few years 
have been such a special blessing for 
me. I’ve grown so much in my rabbin-
ate and as a person. I will always cher-
ish my time with this community.”

Temple Sinai President Ellyn 
Bender remarked, “The last two years 
have been a challenge to our commu-
nity as we measured and managed our 
response to the Covid pandemic. We 
came together, distanced but connect-
ed, determined to work through this 
time of uncertainty. Now, we are facing 
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Susan Schoengold: “Impact” is her middle name
In recent months, JFCS of the Sun-

coast’s Susan Schoengold has been 
regularly featured in the local press 

for her tireless efforts on behalf of as-
sisting homeless individuals or those 
about to become homeless in our com-
munity. 

On the front lines in addressing the 
critical shortage of affordable housing 
in Sarasota-Manatee, Susan is sought 
out by the Herald-Tribune and televi-
sion stations to share her perspective 
and insights.

In March, in recognition of her 
dedicated service to others in conjunc-

tion with her role as the JFCS Jewish 
Healing Program’s Jewish Finan-
cial Assistance Coordinator and 
Care Manager, Susan received a 
special Impact Award from the 
agency. The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee partially 
sponsors the Jewish Healing Pro-
gram. 

The citation she received 
noted: “Impact is Susan’s middle 
name. She is personally respon-
sible for preventing numerous 
individuals from becoming home-
less. The pivotal relationships she has 

cultivated with key property owners 
and housing complex 
managers has enabled 
her to assist clients 
that would otherwise 
not have been possi-
ble. Even when Susan 
is unable to provide fi-
nancial assistance be- 
cause a client may, 
for various reasons, 
not qualify for it, she 
supplies referrals that 
are often quite effec-

tive. She has received many notes of 

thanks in appreciation of her warmth, 
encouragement and determination to 
help them.” 

“I refer to Susan as the Resource 
Queen because she’s always on the 
lookout for new possibilities for assis-
tance,” lauded Jewish Healing Program 
Director and Community Chaplain 
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz. “Many of her 
clients say that, while other places find 
ways to say no to their request for aid, 
Susan always tries her hardest to say 
yes. We are proud and grateful for all 
she does on behalf of so many in criti-
cal need of help.”

Susan Schoengold

Temple Sinai announces leadership transition
By Gail Glickman

The Temple Sinai Board of Trust-
ees announces Rabbi Samantha 
Kahn has stepped down as the 

temple’s rabbi. Rabbi Kahn said, “I 
am so honored Temple Sinai gave me 
the opportunity to learn and grow for 
the past three years. It is time now for 
me to say goodbye. The past few years 
have been such a special blessing for 
me. I’ve grown so much in my rabbin-
ate and as a person. I will always cher-
ish my time with this community.”

Temple Sinai President Ellyn 
Bender remarked, “The last two years 
have been a challenge to our commu-
nity as we measured and managed our 
response to the Covid pandemic. We 
came together, distanced but connect-
ed, determined to work through this 
time of uncertainty. Now, we are facing 

yet another unantici-
pated turn of events. 
We are grateful for 
the gifts that Rabbi 
Kahn has shared with 
us – an unlimited 
supply of ideas and 
energy, memorable 
sermons, thoughtful 
and insightful writ-
ings, and creativity in 
outreach efforts and 
programs. We wish 
Rabbi Kahn and her 
family the best for the 
future.”

Chazzan Cliff Abramson, Temple 
Sinai’s fully ordained cantor, will be 
its spiritual leader and will continue to 
perform all lifecycle events, worship 

services, pastoral vis-
its and B’nai Mitzvah 
preparation. Chazzan 
Abramson said, “This 
is an opportunity that 
many of my cantorial 
colleagues across the 
country have undertak-
en with great success 
since, as has been the 
case with me, their rab-
binic skill set grew over 
time as did their canto-
rial skill set. Temple 
Sinai has always been 
a unique synagogue in 

Sarasota and so this decision is right in 
line with our history of being able to 
provide a synagogue experience that 
one can only have at our temple.”

Temple Sinai has an extraordi-
narily talented staff who function with 
great success at The Gan, the Religious 
School, and in both adult and outreach 
programming. Ellyn added, “T’shu-
vah is defined as the ability to recre-
ate yourself. As we address this new 
change together, we know that while 
change may bring with it a degree of 
uncertainty, it also opens the door to 
new possibilities, innovation and hope 
for the future.”

In addition to a change in clergy, 
Temple Sinai welcomes its new board 
on May 1, and extends its appreciation 
to Ellyn and its new president, Alan 
Chalfin.

Chazzan Cliff Abramson
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Representing Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action 
Committee, Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Carole 
Friedman and Bettianne Marcus attended a 

reception for volunteers at All Faiths Food Bank
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For more information about the Campaign Against Summer Hunger or 
if you need groceries, visit allfaithsfoodbank.org or call 941.379.6333

Join The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee in 
support of the Campaign Against Summer Hunger.

SCHOOL ENDS, HUNGER BEGINS.
Over 40,000 children in our community 
are at risk of summer hunger. 
You can help us keep them full until fall.

Thank you to our lead investors

Temple Emanu-El is again the top fundraiser  
for All Faiths Food Bank
By Susan Rosenbaum, Temple Emanu-El Social Action Committee

Temple Emanu-El is proud to be 
honored as the top fundraiser 
and food drive for All Faiths 

Food Bank for the sixth year in a row. 
Each year during the High Holidays, 
the congregation holds a food drive to 
support All Faiths Food Bank, collect-
ing both monetary and food donations. 

In 2020, generous members do-
nated $45,252. But in 2021, despite 
the challenges posed by the pandem-
ic, members surpassed this record and 
donated $49,350! Also collected were 
4,094 pounds of food, translating to 

$7,123. Temple Emanu-El is especial-
ly proud that there were 214 individ-
ual donors who supported this effort, 
showing full congregational engage-
ment in this mitzvah during the holiest 
time of the year. 

Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action 
Committee organized this event and 
helped make it an amazing success. 
Temple Emanu-El is proud to be a 
committed partner of All Faiths Food 
Bank, sharing tzedakah with those in 
need in the greater Sarasota/DeSoto 
counties area. 

Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
who frequently expresses his pride 
in exhibiting the award plates in the 
lobby of the synagogue, commented, 
“I am so amazed by the generosity of 
our members. People gave and gave. 
There were no standout gifts that were 
especially large. The enormity of the 
food drive was because so many peo-
ple gave and gave generously. So many 
people brought in food. 

“So many people sent checks,” he 
concluded. “Everyone participated. I 
am so proud of Temple Emanu-El.”

3 SIOR & 5 CCIM 
DESIGNATIONS

1.4 MILLION SF
MANAGED IN MARKET

OVER

T H E  P L A C E  F O R  S P A C E

The Kehillah  
Collaborative 

brings together 
Jewish organizations in  

Sarasota-Manatee to share ideas, 
work together  

on programming  
and host  

collaborative events.

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at  
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941-706-0037.

In Hebrew, the word Kehillah  
means community.  

Kehillah Collaborative
Building Jewish Life Through Community

Sa
ra

sota-Manatee

Chabad
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“These we honor” 
Your Tributes

 

 

 

 

For more information about the Campaign Against Summer Hunger or 
if you need groceries, visit allfaithsfoodbank.org or call 941.379.6333

Join The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee in 
support of the Campaign Against Summer Hunger.

SCHOOL ENDS, HUNGER BEGINS.
Over 40,000 children in our community 
are at risk of summer hunger. 
You can help us keep them full until fall.

Thank you to our lead investors

https://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org
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Jewish HappeningsJewish Happenings
All event and program times listed in The Jewish News are Eastern Time Zone unless otherwise indicated.

Temple Emanu-El Mitzvah Day
Temple Emanu-El’s in-person Mitzvah Day is back! Be a part of this 
amazing day of hands-on community service projects and donation drives 
to benefit the needy in Sarasota-Manatee – and beyond. Mitzvah Day be-
gins at noon at 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. All are invited to share in the 
spirit of Tikkun Olam and make a difference on Mitzvah Day! For up-to-
date information about how to participate and available volunteer oppor-
tunities, please contact Mitzvah Day Chair Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman 
at 941.379.1997 or elaine-glickman@comcast.net, or visit sarasotatemple.
org/mitzvah-day-2022.html.

SUNDAY, MAY 1SUNDAY, MAY 1

NCJW Program from Selah Freedom at Temple Sinai
National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) will present a program by 
Selah Freedom, a national organization with the mission to end sex traf-
ficking and bring freedom to the exploited through four strong programs: 
Awareness, Prevention, Outreach and Residential. The organization teach-
es at age-appropriate levels how to stay safe and make good choices. This 
program will include lunch sponsored by Horai Sinai, followed by break-
out sessions with kids/parents in individual grades to address these very 
important topics. The event begins at 12:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631  
S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. To 
register, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

People of the Book Event
With Author Dr. Michael Roizen

TUESDAY, MAY 3TUESDAY, MAY 3

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for the final event in this season’s People of the Book Series.  
As the human lifespan expands and more people are living to 100 years 
and beyond, bestselling author Michael Roizen, M.D., explains in his  
new book (to be published in September), The Great Age Reboot – Crack-
ing the Longevity Code to Be Younger Today and Even Younger Tomor-
row, how to prepare for a longer, healthier future. Dr. Roizen is the Chief 
Wellness Officer at the Cleveland Clinic, author of four #1 New York  
Times bestselling books and the originator of the popular RealAge.com 
website. The event takes place from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in person at Tem-
ple Emanu-El (151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) and virtually via Zoom. 
Tickets in advance are $18 ($25 at the door) for in-person attendance, and 
$10 per household for Zoom. To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/books. 
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2113.

Temple Sinai Presents the Book of Judges
Join Reb Ari Shapiro on Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m. as he discusses the Book 
of Judges. Following the death of Joshua, the Jewish people were led by 
a series of judges (shoftim). This book details the events that transpired 
during their leadership, murder, the female judge, the tragedy of Jephthah’s 
daughter, Samson and other interesting stories. The judge was always cho-
sen by God, and whenever he or she called upon the people to repent, they 
responded. For Zoom information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Yom HaZikaron Commemoration  
and Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4WEDNESDAY, MAY 4

We remember on Yom HaZikaron over 29,000 terrorist victims and 
courageous defenders of Israel who have lost their lives for the Jewish 
homeland and people, as we join in prayers for Israel’s martyrs and hear 
the accounts of their courage and commitment. We then rejoice in the 74th 
birthday of the State of Israel (Yom Ha’Atzmaut) with songs, movies and 
music. Please share the names of any IDF martyrs and their stories. This 
class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: 
$10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the 
Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Jewish Learning Institute Course: “Beyond Right”
Talmudic analysis and mind-bending logic have long been hallmarks of 
Jewish scholarship. But buried beneath much of the discussion and legal-
ese are core Jewish values that fuel so much of the debate. This course 
examines a number of key legal issues that disclose fundamental ethical 
considerations that serve as the engine of Jewish civil law. Classes take 
place on Wednesdays, May 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom and 
at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. The course fee, 
which includes the textbook, is $75. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

FELDMAN
W E A LT H  A D V I S O RY

JOSEPH M. FELDMAN, CFP®
 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ PROFESSIONAL

941.260.9174  |  JFELDMAN@FELDMANWA.COM  |  www.feldmanwa.com

INVESTMENTS  |   F INANC IAL  PLANNING  |   INSURANCE

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. MEMBER FINRA, SIPC. INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK 
ADVISERS, INC., A SEC REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 130 SPRINGSIDE DRIVE, AKRON, OH 44333. 800-765-5201. FELDMAN WEALTH 
ADVISORY, LLC IS A SEPARATE ENTITY FROM VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. AND VALMARK ADVISERS, INC.

Israel Independence Day Service

JFEDSRQ.org/ProudStrong

Why WE belong

Ed Kalin and his daughter, 
Leslie Malkin

We love the work our Federation  
does here in Sarasota, Israel  
and around the world. Happily,  
our new campus will be here  
for our grandchildren and  
great grandchildren.

https://www.feldmanwa.com
https://www.jfedsrq.org/proudstrong
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Israel Independence Day  
Community Celebration

THURSDAY, MAY 5THURSDAY, MAY 5

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for a community-wide celebration of Israel Independence Day 
(Yom Ha’Atzmaut). Party with family and friends, and enjoy food and 
festivities, music and games, and lots of activities for all ages. The event 
is hosted by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee; sponsored by 
Lisa & Scott Zelniker, McCarver & Moser and Fresh Start Café; and is in 
partnership with the Kehillah Collaborative, Sarasota-Manatee Rabbinical 
Association, StandWithUs, Michael’s On East, Paisano’s Italian Bakery 
and Baca Bread. This free event takes place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at The 
Bay, Civic Green (next door to Municipal Auditorium), 801 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, 
contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

Shred-it at Aviva: Protect Yourself from Identity Theft

SATURDAY, MAY 7SATURDAY, MAY 7

Aviva Senior Living takes pride in caring for and investing in the commu-
nity. Financial safety and security are especially important. Aviva invites 
you to drive through and drop off a box of personal documents for shred-
ding – paper only (no metal) – at 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota, from 
9:00 a.m. to noon or until the truck is filled. All documents will be shred-
ded on site by Shred-it. For more information, contact Melinda Haney at 
941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Israel Independence Day Service
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism invites you to its Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, Israel Independence Day Service at 10:30 a.m. at Unity 
Church, 3023 Proctor Road, Sarasota. The speaker, Rabbi Jean Eglinton, 
will present “Israel as I Experienced It.” This is a free event. For more 
information, call 941.929.7771 or email chjsarasota@hotmail.com.

Temple Beth El Italian Gala Fundraiser
Come for some delicious pasta and homemade sauces (meat sauce or pri-
mavera) along with salad, Italian bread and homemade desserts. (Gluten 
free options available.) Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (TBE) 
will be converted into an Italian bistro with Italian music being played by 
talented accordion player Tony DiBianca. There will be dancing, a 50/50 
raffle and great camaraderie. We will serve soft drinks and water; feel free 
to bring an additional beverage of your liking. We will honor our Cantor 
Emeritus, Alan Cohn. The event begins at 5:30 p.m. at 5150 Peridia Blvd. 
E., Bradenton. The cost is $25 for TBE members and $35 for non-mem-
bers. Seating is limited! Get your tickets today by going to bethel-fl.org.

Remember Mom…  
18K, Nautical Steel Cable & Diamonds 

“Forever Bracelets”

“Exploring Opera: Compare & Contrast”
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
After raves from the January opera series, James Sokol returns with a spe-
cial mini-series filled with a new set of arias, fabulous singers and gor-
geous music. It’s a great series for opera newcomers and long-time fans. 
Join us from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. on Thursdays, May 5 and 12 via Zoom. 
Tickets are $12.50 per session until 48 hours prior to the first class or $15 
afterwards. For details and tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more in-
formation, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

Mitzvah Knitting Group at Temple Emanu-El
Temple Emanu-El’s signature Mitzvah Knitting Group is back! If you are 
a knitter or crocheter interested in using your talent to brighten the lives of 
others while making new friends, we invite you to join us! We gather on 
first and third Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El (151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota) to craft and socialize. Our beautiful handiwork is donated 
to non-profits in Sarasota-Manatee and Israel. Bring your needles or  
crochet-hook and favorite pattern – we’ll supply the yarn and great 
company! For more information, email Lori Klein at lklein98@gmail.com.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022 – Judy Lambert
Judy Lambert wrote Party Lines, Prayers and Privies – A Story of Three 
Generations of Strong Women, a historical novel, to tell her daughters their 
heritage. These women guided their families through calamities, shame, 
joy and struggle, capturing the spirit of women typical of their era. You 
will find their stories enlightening and empowering, prompting your own 
long-forgotten family memories. A book signing will follow the presenta-
tion. This free event begins at 3:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer 
Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ON SALE NOW!

Cabaret 
Ken Ludwig’s 

The Three Musketeers 
Silent Sky 

Chicken & Biscuits
Incident at Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help 
Man of La Mancha

• Guaranteed Seating
• Best Pricing
• Fee-Free Ticket Exchanges
• Savings on Additional Tickets

941.351.8000
asolorep.org      EN

JO
Y

https://www.asolorep.org
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“Miraculous Jewish Military Victories:  
Jewish Women Warriors”

SUNDAY, MAY 8SUNDAY, MAY 8

Millennia before suffragettes and women’s lib, brave and strong Jewish 
women were leaders of their people when war and destruction loomed. 
Deborah was ancient Israel’s only female judge, whose army refused to 
battle the Canaanites unless she accompanied them! Jael, a simple house-
wife, completed the battle by killing Canaanite Captain Sisera with a spike 
through the head. Rahab, a harlot, hid Joshua’s spies so Jericho could be 
defeated, and she thereafter “dwelt in the midst of Israel, unto this day.” 
This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive 
the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Aviva Classical Concert Series – Cellist Claudio Jaffé
Hailed by The New York Times as “an elegant and accomplished artist” 
of “taste, technique, musicianship and a contagious youthful enthusiasm,” 
cellist Claudio Jaffé fascinates his audiences with his colorful and passion-
ate virtuosity. Meet the cello up close and personal at an intimate encounter 
with the music for cello alone, from Bach to the present. This program will 
take you on a brief history of the music for solo cello – its beautiful sound, 
virtuosity and versatility. This free event begins at 1:30 p.m. at Aviva  
Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP 
or for more information, contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney 
@avivaseniorlife.org.

TUESDAY, MAY 10TUESDAY, MAY 10

Tallit & Tea Fashion Show
The Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood presents this year’s Tallit & Tea 
Fashion Show at 2:00 p.m. at 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Guest 
speaker Rabbi Anat Moskowitz will speak about “The History of Women 
Wearing Tallit.” Everyone is invited to “walk the runway” and tell us about 
their tallit. We want to know your story; where and when did you get your 
tallit; why you chose to begin observing this mitzvah; why did you choose 
this particular tallit. There is no cost, but donations are always welcome. 
For more information, please call the temple office at 941.955.8121 or 
email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship Series

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11WEDNESDAY, MAY 11

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Classrooms Without Borders (CWB) and preeminent Holocaust scholar 
Michael Berenbaum join together again as we explore the complexities 
of the field of Holocaust scholarship. The rise of antisemitism across the 
globe, alongside the current data that points to a serious void in under-
standing about the Holocaust in the 21st century, shines a light on a critical 
need to continue the task of Holocaust scholars to honor the memory of the 
Shoah. In each program of this nine-part series, we will meet top scholars 
in the field and focus on their research and scholarship. Join us from 3:00 
to 4:00 p.m. on Zoom for this free series. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.228.3676.

“Jewish Short Stories” Begins at Temple Emanu-El
All are invited to Temple Emanu-El’s latest adult education program, 
“Jewish Short Stories: Insight, Brilliance and Humor,” taught by Senior 
Rabbi Brenner Glickman. Discover some of the greatest treasures of Jewish 
culture through reading and discussion of classic stories from the Golden 
Age of Yiddish short fiction. Featured authors include Sholem Aleichem, 
I.L. Peretz and Isaac Bashevis Singer. One session will be devoted to 
female writers. Classes continue at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays, May 18 
and 25, and Monday, May 23 at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, 
Sarasota. There is no cost. Please visit sarasotatemple.org to register.

Aviva Senior Living Spring Fling
Surround yourself in the lush landscape that cradles the pool area at Aviva 
Senior Living (1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota) for non-stop music from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. BBQ items for purchase and shopping vendors will 
be poolside. Spend your morning into afternoon taking in the sounds of 
country music, sax, keyboard and more. There will be a different entertain-
er every hour. This event is free to the public with a reservation. RSVP to  
Maria Leonardo at 941.487.5547 or mleonardo@avivaseniorlife.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 12THURSDAY, MAY 12

“Every Book of the Jewish Bible: Isaiah”
Isaiah prophesied from 739-681 BCE to the Jewish nation that offered for-
bidden sacrifices in the Holy Temple at Jerusalem and committed injus-
tices throughout the Promised Land. Even after the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel had been defeated and exiled by the Assyrians, the remaining 
Jews of Judah nonetheless turned their backs on their Creator and heritage, 
which created the need for Isaiah’s pronouncements of judgment – decla-
rations made in the hope that the Chosen People would return. This class, 
presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 
per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom 
link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Conversational Hebrew I with Cheryl Cohen
Have you ever wanted to learn a new language? Cheryl Cohen will walk 
you through the basics of learning Hebrew conversationally in her weekly 
Thursday morning class held at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 
S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. This is not an introductory Hebrew class; 
knowledge of the Hebrew alef-bet is required. There is no cost, but dona-
tions are always welcome. Please contact Kelly Nester at 941.955.8121 
x1002 to reserve your spot. For more information, call the temple office at 
941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Rosh Chodesh Society Course
Join Chanie Bukiet for “To Live in Deed,” the seventh class of the course, 
“Well Connected.” This class will survey the key life cycle rituals so we 
appreciate their significance – that of the rituals and of the life events they 
are associated with. Not just an accompaniment, these practices mold our 
major life steps and give us language to celebrate or to commemorate. Even 
more, they work to complete the soul’s journey on earth. Join us at noon on 
Zoom or at The Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton), where 
lunch will be served. The class fee is $18. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Temple Sinai’s “Introduction to Jewish Flexidoxy”
Religious teachings and practices, as they have been taught and modeled 
to us, seem to create a tension between our personal sense of aliveness and 
rightness and the relationship we seek with our Creator and tradition. This 
interactive course, taught by Reb Ari Shapiro at 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays, 
will examine some radical and daring interpretations and decision-making 
processes. We hope to discover ways in which each of us can find personal 
relevance and spiritual fulfillment in Judaism. For Zoom information, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Conversational Hebrew II with Cheryl Cohen
Are you looking at advancing your Hebrew knowledge? Wish you could 
carry on full conversations in Hebrew? Cheryl Cohen offers her vast knowl-
edge of conversational Hebrew to students at no cost during her weekly 
Friday class at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., 
Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Some knowledge of conversational Hebrew is required. 
There is no cost, but donations are welcome. Please contact Kelly Nester 
at 941.955.8121 x1002 to reserve your spot. For more information, call 
the temple office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 13FRIDAY, MAY 13

Tot Shabbat at Temple Emanu-El
Celebrate Shabbat joyfully and meaningfully at Temple Emanu-El’s Tot 
Shabbat program. Families will enjoy outdoor playtime, crafts, snacks, a 
goodie bag and fun surprises. Participate in age-appropriate Shabbat songs, 
prayers, movement, birthday blessings and a story with Associate Rabbi 
Michael Shefrin. Tot Shabbat is designed for families with children up to 
age six, but all are welcome. This free event begins at 10:00 a.m. at Temple 
Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please email elaine-glickman@
comcast.net for more information or visit sarasotatemple.org to register.

SATURDAY, MAY 14SATURDAY, MAY 14

Send your monthly 
 Jewish Happenings to 

 jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
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In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and 
implemented by Chabad of Sarasota and  Sarasota Memorial Health 
Care System(SMHCS). SMHCS  is jointly accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and theAmerican Nurses

Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for 
the healthcare team.

Sarasota Memorial is an approved provider of Continuing 
Education for the Florida Board of Nursing and the Board of 
Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental 
Health Counseling under Provider No. 50-1749.

The Dr. Leonard Schwartzbaum
LONGEVITY SYMPOSIUM

&
CHABAD OF SARASOTA &  CHABAD OF SARASOTA &  
AVIVA SENIOR LIVING PRESENTAVIVA SENIOR LIVING PRESENT

Michael’s On East  
Cost: $49 (LCSWs, RNs, LPNs & CNAs: $10) • Lunch Included
RSVP: 925-0770 
or GeriatricSymposium.com

THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2022  •  10:00 AM – 2:30 PM

FEATURING DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
• Longevity and aging well
• Preserving functionality and maintaining lifestyle.  
  Today’s and tomorrow’s treatment for hips and knees
• It’s not all heart. Why you need healthy arteries and veins
• Aging in the Bible

PRESENTED BY THE FOLLOWING DOCTORS:

Zorba Paster, MD Russell Samson, MD Ed Stolarsky, MD Rabbi Aaron Glatt, MD Barry Stein, MD
Moderator

4.0 CE’s for Physicians, Nursing, Pharmacy, LCSW, & LMHC will be available

SPONSORED BY:

Jeffrey & Nikki Sedacca

Judith 
Skornicka-Schwartzbaum

Family Practice Associates

 LUNCH WILL BE  SERVED

https://www.geriatricsymposium.com
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Sunday, May 15, 2022
11:30 aM

On the AvivA CAmpus 
For sponsorship opportunities and tickets, 

please contact monica Caldwell:  
941-724-8804 or mcaldwell@avivaseniorlife.org

Jewish Genealogical Society of SWFL Presentation
DNA testing is a hot topic today for those interested in tracing their fam-
ilies. Join us on Zoom at 1:00 p.m. when Gil Bardige will present “I Got 
My Autosomal DNA Results – What Are the Next Steps?” Gil is a firm be-
liever that you can use DNA results as a tool in your genealogical research 
as it generates clues that can help people confirm/deny relationships. His 
speaking style is high energy and he loves to take questions. Socializing at 
12:45 p.m. will precede the presentation. To RSVP and receive the Zoom 
link, contact Kim Sheintal at klapshein@aol.com or 941.302.1433.

SUNDAY, MAY 15SUNDAY, MAY 15

“Speak Out, Stand Up Against Antisemitism”
Al Katz, by age 90, had lived in two worlds of horror at both ends of his 
lifetime: in the Holocaust – seven years as a Jewish slave starving in con-
centration camps across Europe – and in the brutal world of professional 
guardianship as a Florida ward, isolated from family and home, and bereft 
of his life’s possessions. This is your unforgettable inside view into unfor-
givable hidden worlds in the past and even now still here in our present 
amidst us. This class, including the feature movie premier of Outrage, is 
presented by the Al Katz Center and begins at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: 
$10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the 
Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Sarasota Jewish Singles Meeting
Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program at Temple Beth Israel of 
Longboat Key to give all Jewish singles in the Sarasota-Manatee area 
the opportunity to meet other men and women who are single. The group 
meets once a month for a meal, laughter and a time to turn acquaintances 
into lifelong friends. We would love to have you join us at 2:00 p.m. at 
The Capital Grille, 180 University Town Center Dr., Sarasota. Please note 
the time difference for this month as we are meeting for lunch instead of 
dinner due to the requests received from a number of our members who are 
unable to drive in the evening. To RSVP or for more information, call or 
text Rosalyn Fleischer at 941.915.6631 or email rozfleischer@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 17TUESDAY, MAY 17

“Songs & Stories:  
A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim”

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Among the most important figures in 20th-century musical theatre, com-
poser and lyricist Stephen Sondheim was praised for having “reinvented 
the American musical” with shows that tackled “unexpected themes that 
range far beyond the [genre’s] traditional subjects with music and lyrics of 
unprecedented complexity and sophistication.” Join jazz and cabaret en-
tertainer Gilda Solve to rediscover some of Sondheim’s best-known works 
including Company, Follies, A Little Night Music, Into the Woods and, of 
course, his brilliant lyrics from West Side Story. Guests are welcome to 
ask questions via the chat throughout the program, which takes place from 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Tickets are $12.50 until 48 hours prior to the 
performance, or $15 afterwards. For details and tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2113.

“18 Jewish Holidays: Lag B’Omer”
Lag B’Omer, the 33rd day of the counting of the Omer between Passover 
and Shavuot, is traditionally celebrated with great joy. The Talmud says 
Lag B’Omer celebrates the halt of a plague that took the lives of thousands 
of students of the great teacher Rabbi Akiva. In Israel and beyond, many 
families light bonfires, while Israeli children typically play with bows and 
arrows, imitating students of Rabbis Akiva and Shimon who fooled the 
Romans by pretending they were hunting. This class, presented by the  
Al Katz Center, begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or  
$50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

THURSDAY, MAY 19THURSDAY, MAY 19

Lag B’Omer Bonfire Bash
Join us for a grand bonfire, music, falafel with Yoav, Kosher BBQ, marsh-
mallow roasting, moon bounces, bungee jumping and more at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Chabad Tent at 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Admission is free; 
nominal food fees apply. For more information, call the Chabad office at 
941.752.3030 or email info@chabadofbradenton.com.

Temple Sinai Confirmation Erev Shabbat Service
Join friends, family and the community for Temple Sinai’s Confirmation 
Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00 p.m. at 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter 
only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. Ten 10th graders will be confirmed, and 
you do not want to miss this uplifting service as these outstanding students 
lead the service and give the sermon. Masks required (subject to change). 
For more information visit, templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

FRIDAY, MAY 20FRIDAY, MAY 20

“Romanticism Throughout the Ages”

Women of Sinai Dessert and Movie

TARRA CONNER JONES  
as NELL CARTER

WORLD PREMIERE Of TWO ONE-ACT PLAyS
DIRECTED by NATE JACObS

DARIuS AuTRy 
as MuHAMMAD ALI

westcoastblacktheatre.org

941-366-1505
1012 N ORANGE AVE, SARASOTA

MAy 4–MAy 29, 2022

https://www.westcoastblacktheatre.org
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Guiding investors and their 
families for over 20 years.

Ally Zemelman, CRPC®

Financial Advisor
Vice President – Investments

1819 Main St., Ste. 230, Sarasota, FL 34236
941-361-5812
ally.zemelman@wellsfargo.com  •    wfadvisors.com/ally.zemelman
CA Insurance #0C84346

Investment and Insurance Products: u NOT FDIC Insured u NO Bank Guarantee u MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate  
of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020, 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0620-02418

“Blessing of the Animals” at Temple Emanu-El
Bring your pet and celebrate the gift of animal companionship at Temple 
Emanu-El’s signature “Blessing of the Animals.” Enjoy an inspirational 
message from Rabbis Brenner Glickman and Michael Shefrin about the 
importance of animals in Judaism, and the special love we share with 
pets. Have your pet individually blessed and a family pet portrait taken. 
We’ll even enjoy snacks for animals and humans, a “pet dress-up” area 
and veterinary consultations! Advance registration is required for this 
free event, which begins at 9:30 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. Registration information and requirements may be found 
at sarasotatemple.org. For more information, call 941.379.1997.

SATURDAY, MAY 21SATURDAY, MAY 21

“Romanticism Throughout the Ages”
Internationally acclaimed Russian Israeli piano virtuoso Eleonora Lvov 
plays a broad spectrum of music – with the artist’s own personal impres-
sions and historical remarks. This program includes magnificent works 
from Beethoven, Chopin and Liszt to the inimitable enchantment and pow-
er of Rachmaninov and Gershwin, among others. The program begins at 
2:30 p.m. at the Selby Public Library, Geldbart Auditorium, 1331 1st St., 
Sarasota. Register at scgovlibrary.librarymarket.com/events.

Ohel Trip
Experience the trip of a lifetime! Join Rabbi Mendy Bukiet for this 
inspiring and educational trip to visit the Rebbe’s Ohel, tour Chabad 
World Headquarters and the Crown Heights Jewish community, and shop 
and eat New York style! For more information, contact Rabbi Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 22SUNDAY, MAY 22

Women of Sinai Dessert and Movie
Join us for dessert and the movie The Keeper, which tells the extraordinary 
love story between a young English woman and a German POW, who 
together overcome prejudice, public hostility and personal tragedy. 
Following the movie, Carole Kleinberg will lead a discussion. Carole, a 
Temple Sinai member, served as the Director of Education and Outreach 
for the prestigious Asolo Rep. The event begins at 5:00 p.m. at Temple 
Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), 
Sarasota. The suggested donation is $18. RSVP by Monday, May 16 at 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

“Ageless Grace” at Temple Emanu-El
Led by Judith Koziol, “Ageless Grace: Timeless Fitness for the Body 
and Mind” is a fun class to help with mobility and brain health by using 
21 simple tools for aging gracefully and youthfully. Tools include joint 
mobility, spinal flexibility, brain stimulation, bone density, improved 
muscle tone, fall prevention, balance and prevention. Based on everyday 
movements, “Ageless Grace” benefits all ages, body types and levels of 
physical abilities. All are invited to try “Ageless Grace” at no cost at 10:30 
a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please visit 
sarasotatemple.org to register.

TUESDAY, MAY 24TUESDAY, MAY 24

Now access private sessions
from home via                 

       Now access private sessions
            from home via    

Resilience

Wellness

Mindfulness

Meditation

Agility

Vitality

Balance

Complimentary Consultation

941.316.6893
yogatherapywithpaula@gmail

Empowered2Wellness.com

6 

Shawniece Boss, DPM

CortezFootAndAnkle.com

Magen David Adom has been  
saving lives since 1930, some 18  
years before Israel became a 
state. We take immense pride in 
being Israel’s national emergency 
medical service and in supplying 
the blood and medical care for 
the soldiers who have ensured 
Israel’s existence. Join us in 
celebrating Israel’s independence 
on Yom HaAtzma’ut. 

Save a life in Israel — and now in 
Ukraine too.

Support Magen David Adom at  
afmda.org or call 866.632.2763.

Ever since there’s been an IDF  
protecting Israel, there’s been  
an MDA ensuring their health.

afmda.org

 

https://www.wfadvisors.com/ally.zemelman
http://www.cortezfootandankle.com
https://www.afmda.org
http://www.empowered2wellness.com
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Assisted Living Facility #8951

SHRED-IT EVENT:  
SAFETY & SECURITY MATTER!  
SATURDAY, MAY 7   |   9AM TO NOON* 

Reduce your risk of identity theft by  
disposing of personal identification and  
financial paperwork properly. Drive through  
and drop off a box to be professionally  
shredded on-site. FREE to the public.  
*Unless truck fills earlier.

DR. CLAUDIO JAFFE, SOLO CELLIST 
AMICUS 2022 CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES 
TUESDAY, MAY 10   |   1:30 PM

Amicus Classical Music Concert Series 
with Dr. Claudio Jaffé, solo cellist.  
An elegant and accomplished artist, 
Claudio Jaffé fascinates his audiences 
with his colorful and passionate  
virtuosity. Relax & listen!

AVIVA SPRING FAIR 
THURSDAY, MAY 12   |   10AM TO 3PM

Celebrate spring! Come enjoy poolside entertainment,  
vendors, live music, crafts,  and food!  
FREE to the public.

1951 N. Honore Ave.    |    Sarasota, FL 34235    |    941.377.0781    |    AvivaSeniorLife.org

LET AVIVA  
INSPIRE YOU

Please join us at the Aviva Kobernick  
Kretzmer Center for our engaging May events.  

Masks must be worn inside if county COVID positivity rate is over 10%. 

No reservations required. Call 941-702-2597 for more information.

EXPERIENCE NEW THINGS. 
GET INSPIRED.

YOUR LIFE, WELL LIVED.AVIVA SENIOR LIVING

Holocaust Museums Around the World
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Alongside Classrooms Without Borders scholars, we will travel monthly 
with museum historians, experts and contemporary witnesses to 10 differ-
ent regions. We will explore the history behind the exhibits, discuss the 
nature of memory and memorials, and discover how the world remembers 
the Shoah and honors the lives we lost. We will also explore how that 
memory is interconnected to genocides, both past and present. Our experts 
will challenge us to grapple with issues of cultural identity, responsibil-
ity to community, and decision-making, as well as ways in which indi-
viduals and nations responded, or failed to respond, to the crisis through 
close examination of each museum’s artifacts and memorials. The class 
takes place from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.228.3676.

THURSDAY, MAY 26THURSDAY, MAY 26

“Civic Engagement as a Senior Citizen”
Carrie Seidman is a graduate of Columbia University School of Journalism 
and daily newspaper reporter, critic and columnist for more than 40 years, 
including for the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. She is the creator, writer and 
host of the FACEing Mental Illness newsletter and podcast. Carrie will 
discuss how we can stay engaged and involved in issues that matter most 
as we age, and the role newspapers should play in keeping us informed. 
This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 1951 N. Honore 
Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for more information, contact Maria Leonardo 
at 941.487.5547 or mleonardo@avivaseniorlife.org.

Temple Sinai’s Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for a service filled with inspirational melodies by 
the Bruno Trio that will add to the celebration. Open to the community. 
Masks required (subject to change). Temple Sinai is located at 4631 S. 
Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. For more 
information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 27FRIDAY, MAY 27

CTeen Friday Night Dinner
Join CTeen LWR at the home of Rabbi Mendy and Chanie Bukiet for 
a Shabbat meal filled with delicious food, games, discussion and song! 
Meet at 7:00 p.m. at the Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. 
The event is free for CTeen members and $18 for guests. A CTeen annual 
membership is $180. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet 
at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

TBE Special Memorial Day Shabbat
Temple Beth El’s (TBE) Friday night services are always filled with music 
and song. This special Shabbat service will also have a tribute to our mili-
tary men and women. All active duty and retired military from all branches 
will be recognized. Help us say thank you to our military men and women. 
There will be a wonderful Oneg following the service. No RSVP neces-
sary. Open to all, the service begins at 7:00 p.m. at 5150 Peridia Blvd. E., 
Bradenton. Temple Beth El, serving Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and the 
surrounding areas, is a Reform congregation. For more information, go to 
bethel-fl.org.

Classic Jewish Non-Fiction 
and Movie for Jerusalem Day

SUNDAY, MAY 29SUNDAY, MAY 29

“Of the 420 combat aircraft in Egypt’s arsenal that morning, 286 were 
destroyed… and almost a third of their pilots killed. Thirteen bases were 
rendered inoperable. At 10:35, Hod turned to Rabin and reported, ‘The 
Egyptian air force has ceased to exist,’” writes author Michael B. Oren in 
Six Days of War. Before the Six-Day War started in June 1967, Israel had 
designated public parks as mass morgues. Instead, a miraculous victory 
returned Jerusalem to the Jewish nation for the first time in 2,000 years. 
This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive 
the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Stay informed throughout the month. Sign up 
for our community Enewsletter at jfedsrq.org.

https://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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Jewish-themed Crossword Puzzle

“Shabbat Connections” by Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com           
Across
1. Part of SSN: Abbr.
4. “Milady”
8. “Young fella”
13. One, in Mexico
14. Teen woe
15. Tear inducing vegetable
16. Shabbat ___
18. Sawyer of news
19. Alastor Moody’s nickname, in the Harry  
      Potter series
20. Result of visiting Australia
21. Poverty, pollution and such
22. Tuba or trombone
24. “The Waste Land” author’s initials
25. Kind of birth with a reverse delivery
27. AKA The Great War
30. “Jeopardy!” host
31. Notable Piper
32. Shabbat ___
35. ___ Shabbat
37. Haifa, for one
38. Potassium-rich food
41. “Spider-Man” producer Arad
42. Girlfriend of Ferris (Bueller)
43. Nidre preceder
46. Newborn puppy
47. Start of a “Yentl” song
48. Classic film composer Morricone, and  
      others
51. Another name for Birthright
53. Solomon expanded David’s
54. ___ Shabbat
56. Wear away slowly
57. Half a threat, with “or”
58. Had some dessert
59. Man at the polls
60. Shed tears
61. Cow or hen

Down
1. Camp David event
2. Former NBA All-Stars Shaquille and  
    Jermaine
3. Shabbat ___
4. Actor William H.
5. Need ibuprofen, say

6. The Ducks, on scoreboards
7. “It was just OK”
8. Shabbat ___
9. F.D.R. and J.F.K., e.g.
10. Part of a clock or watch
11. 16th century Jewish hero Gracia Nasi
12. ___ Shabbat
17. ‘Hood to the right of Central Park on  
      most maps
20. Hugh known for singing, dancing and  
      tearing things apart with adamantium  
      claws
22. California’s Air
23. Outdoor retail giant
25. Life account, briefly
26. Just goes on and on and on
27. “Ease on Down the Road” musical, with  
      “The”
28. Small
29. Dictator Amin
30. Treif sandwich letters
31. School advisory grp.
32. Place for a chemical peel
33. Car-pool lane designation
34. Diamondbacks Jewish name on  
      scoreboards?
36. Number for January
39. Internet company that once charged by  
      the hour
40. Shluff
42. ___ Shabbat
43. Shabbat ___
44. Powerful painkiller
45. Opposite of former
46. Oscar who created Dorian Gray
47. Org. with a Champions Tour
48. ___ Shabbat
49. Roman Emperor who converted to  
      Judaism, per lore
50. Israeli footwear
51. 1/16 cup: Abbr.
52. Help break the law
54. ___ Garden Hills, Queens
55. Lager alternative

Find Your Wilde

Wilde Lexus Sarasota 
4883 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Jaguar Land Rover
4821 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Honda Sarasota 
7333 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

To see the Crossword Puzzle  
                  CLICK HERE

https://www.wildecars.com
https://www.wildecars.com
https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-13/2561/May%25202022%2520Crossword%2520Puzzle%2520Solution.png
jenniferbernthal
Typewritten Text

jenniferbernthal
Typewritten Text
CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-13/2561/Jewish%2520News%2520-%2520May%25202022%2520-%2520CW%2520puzzle%2520page.pdf
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TidewellHospice.org  •  (941) 552-7500

Many of Tidewell’s services are funded 
by donors. Visit TidewellFoundation.org 
to donate or learn more.

EH-22-0020A

Tidewell Hospice
is committed to meeting the spiritual  and 
physical needs of our patients and families.

As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:
• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Tanakh and prayer book

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
“I haven’t heard from him in years…”  
– When parents and adult children are estranged
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

The cellphone chimed the first 
few bars of Jimmy Buffett’s 
“Margaritaville,” jolting Julie 

out of her 10-minute afternoon nap. 
“Did I catch you 
sleeping?” It was 
Beth, Julie’s old-
est friend – the 
only person other 
than her husband 
that Julie speaks 
with every day.

Julie respon- 
ded with a sigh. 
“Yup, I was nap-

ping, which is a whole lot better than 
thinking back to Passover and, again 
this year, an empty chair at the table.” 

“Elijah? You were thinking about 
Elijah’s empty chair?” Beth was con-
fused. “You told me you guys had a 
great Seder.”

Julie sighed again. “We did, but 
when I see Elijah’s chair all I can think 
of is Andy. It’s been six years since we 
had a Seder together.”

Andy is Julie’s adult son and al-
though one might assume so, Andy 
has not died. Julie’s grief is the result 
of a parent/child estrangement that 
began six years ago and continues to 
this day. And Julie says that she has 
no idea what precipitated Andy’s total  
disassociation from his parents and 
siblings.

Julie is not alone. In her article, 

“Family Estrangement – What Causes 
It and How to Deal with It” (Parenting 
for Brain, March 2022), author Pame-
la Li highlights that the estrangement 
that occurs most often is the broken re-
lationship between adult children and 
their parents.

In fact, a study on Family Es-
trangement determined that “Seven 
percent of adult children are estranged 
from mothers, while 27% have no con-
tact with their fathers.” In addition, a 
2015 survey found that among a group 
of 354 college students, 44% had expe-
rienced some type of family estrange-
ment.

Yet studies show that there is no 
one type of interaction or style of par-
enting or one type of family conflict 
that will trigger an estrangement, but 
there is one thing for certain: “parents 
and children’s reasons for estrange-
ment differ significantly from one an-
other.”

Julie echoes this frustration when 
she says, “I just don’t know what hap-
pened. I look back on things I said and 
did, and I can’t figure it out. One day 
he stopped calling. He didn’t answer 
my texts, and through a friend I heard 
that Andy decided to stop visiting us. I 
asked for a reason. I got nothing.”

Julie and Andy’s estrangement, 
painful as it is, is not uncommon. In 
fact, current studies indicate that, “A 
higher proportion of estranged parents 

than estranged children do not know 
exactly why they are estranged, which 
means children are more likely to initi-
ate estrangement than parents.”

If you and your adult child are es-
tranged, what can you do? In Julie’s 
case, she began to call Andy obses-
sively, at first leaving lovingly voice 
mail messages. When she received no 
response, her messages became angry 
and accusatory. That’s when Julie real-
ized that her approach was harmful and 
unhealthy for all involved. 

Author Debbie Pincus, writing 
in Empowering Parents, states, “But 
here’s the reality: it was not your choice 
to sever the relationship. Although you 
may have contributed to the tensions 
between you, you are not responsi-
ble for your child’s choice to cut you  
off.” 

Pincus shares five options that par-
ents estranged from their adult children 
can apply in an attempt to resolve the 
broken relationship:
1. Get Support – Consider joining 

a parenting support group or get 
professional help for dealing with 
your sense of grief and loss. 

2. Don’t Respond by Cutting Off 
Contact – Send birthday and hol-
iday messages, notes and emails. 
Send warmth, love and compas-
sion as you get on with your life. 

3. Don’t Feed the Anger – Pincus 
believes that “anger is natural but 
not helpful,” and recommends that, 

without assigning blame, parents 
should take an objective look at 
family dynamics.

4. Listen to Your Child Without 
Defending Yourself – “If the door 
opens with your child, listen with 
an open heart.” Pincus recom-
mends that parents who are willing 
to look at themselves have better 
chance at reopening lines of com-
munication.

5. Focus on Yourself, Not Your 
Child – Let go of your pent-up 
resentments and the emotional 
pain that the estrangement brought 
about. Put your efforts into making 
changes in your own attitude and 
behavior, and demonstrate that you 
forgive your child.
Beth heard the agony in her 

friend’s voice. “Understanding and 
compassion can come from an unlike-
ly source,” Beth said, as she quoted a 
famous Jewish young woman gener-
ally not described as a parenting guru. 
“Anne Frank said, ‘Parents can only 
give good advice or put them on the 
right paths, but the final forming of 
a person’s character lies in their own 
hands.’”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Private Duty Home Care

For  a Private Consultation, Call or Email

941.925.9532
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com

youthfulaginghomecare.com

For A Private Consultation, Call Or Email

941.925.9532 
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com 

youthfulaginghomecare.com

293794-1  License 299991326

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process….call today for a 

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of Expertise

Private Duty Home Care

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process… call today for a  

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of  expertise

293794-1               License 299991326

OUT DOOR DINING.
HANDCRAFT ED CUISINE.
AWARD-WINNING WINE LIST.

For Reservations:
Call 941-366-0007 or Visit bestfood.com

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most 
popular columns are published 

in her new book, Aging Jewishly, 
available on Amazon.  
It makes a great gift!

By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

http://www.bestfood.com
http://www.youthfulaginghomecare.com
https://www.tidewellhospice.org
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The Freedman Jewish music 
collection: a labor of love

Facebook.com/jfedsrq
Stay connected.

Like and share

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old

without assigning blame, parents 
should take an objective look at 
family dynamics.

4. Listen to Your Child Without 
Defending Yourself – “If the door 
opens with your child, listen with 
an open heart.” Pincus recom-
mends that parents who are willing 
to look at themselves have better 
chance at reopening lines of com-
munication.

5. Focus on Yourself, Not Your 
Child – Let go of your pent-up 
resentments and the emotional 
pain that the estrangement brought 
about. Put your efforts into making 
changes in your own attitude and 
behavior, and demonstrate that you 
forgive your child.
Beth heard the agony in her 

friend’s voice. “Understanding and 
compassion can come from an unlike-
ly source,” Beth said, as she quoted a 
famous Jewish young woman gener-
ally not described as a parenting guru. 
“Anne Frank said, ‘Parents can only 
give good advice or put them on the 
right paths, but the final forming of 
a person’s character lies in their own 
hands.’”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most 
popular columns are published 

in her new book, Aging Jewishly, 
available on Amazon.  
It makes a great gift!

By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

The Robert and Molly Freedman 
Jewish Sound Archive has been 
called “one of the most import-

ant resources in the world for the study 
of Jewish culture, folklore, history, 
linguistics and literature through the 
medium of sound.” It can be seen in 
person and online at the Penn Librar-
ies, University of Pennsylvania. The 

Freedmans do-
nated their col-
lection to Penn 
in 1998, when 
they could no 
longer house it in 
their Philadelphia 
home.

The Penn Li-
braries website 
describes the ar-

chive as containing more than 40,000 
songs, nearly 6,000 albums and 1,500 
pieces of sheet music. It contains Yid-
dish songs, klezmer music, vaudeville 
acts and much more collected over 
60 years by the Freedmans. The mu-
sic comes from the United States, the 
former Soviet Union, Israel and other 
countries where Jews have lived.

Historically, it has always been 
difficult to define the term “Jewish 
Music.” The Freedman Sound Ar-
chive has described Jewish music as 
“all genres of music produced by the 
Jewish people throughout the dias-
pora.” This includes Israeli jazz, rock 
and pop; Jewish songs in Yiddish, 
Hebrew, Ladino and other languages 
of the diaspora; instrumental music, 
including klezmer and classical mu-
sic; folk music from many countries; 
theater music, including Broadway 
musicals; Holocaust music; religious 
music such as Chassidic and cantori-
al. The music represents Ashkenazi, 
Sephardi and “Oriental” traditions of  
Judaism. 

The Freedman Archive also col-
lects spoken-word recordings such 
as oral histories, poetry recitations, 
humor and comedy, theater and radio 
programs. The Freedman Archive is 
located in Room 453 of the Van Pelt 
Dietrich Library Center, Kislak Center 
for Special Collections and Rare Books 
at the University of Pennsylvania, Phil-
adelphia. The complete collection in-
ventory can be found on the Library’s 
online catalogue at sceti.library.upenn.
edu/freedman/.

In perusing the catalogue, I was 
especially interested in Russian mu-

sic because of my own heritage. A few 
results I found interesting are “Songs 
of Odessa,” “Goodbye Odessa” and, 
most notably, a talk by Professor Jar-
rod Tammy, University of North Car-
olina, who wrote “City of Rogues and 
Schnorrers, the Myth of Odessa, City 
of Sin.” These are also available for 
viewing on YouTube.

Robert and Molly were raised in 
immigrant families in which both En-
glish and Yiddish were spoken. With 
cultural backgrounds steeped in rich 
Judaic tradition, they grew up in homes 
that resonated with Hebrew and Yid-
dish songs. 

The Freedmans began col-
lecting recordings early in their  
marriage. According to Robert, an at-
torney, it was a labor of love which 
grew as they acquired recordings 
during their travels. Robert credits 
Molly with pursuing the purchase of 
the recordings wherever they went. In 
their travels, rather than taking addi-
tional excursions, they would look for 
“out of the way” places to find new and 
unusual musical recordings. Eventu-
ally, as the collection grew, research-
ers at the University of Pennsylvania 
learned about it, asking the Freedmans 
to bring the music to their Jewish Folk-
lore classes. When the collection grew 
too large for their home, the Freedmans 
donated it to Penn, where it continues 
to grow. 

In an interview, Robert thinks back 
to the beginning. “When I started prac-
ticing law,” he says, “I had limited am-
bitions. I wanted to be one of the best 
real estate lawyers in Philadelphia. 
Eventually, I started thinking: You’re 
crazy. You want your tombstone to 
say ‘He wrote good leases’? Now, I’ll 
certainly have a musical note on my 
grave.”

The Freedmans, now in their 90s, 
also have a legacy in mind. “We’ve 
brought back to life something every-
one thought was dying,” Robert says 
proudly.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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Ghetto – Foundry
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

Dr. Rachel Dulin

A few days ago, on the 27th day of 
the month of Nissan, as is the 
custom every year, the Jewish 

world recalled the horrific event of the 
Holocaust and remembered those who 
perished in the Shoah. The 27th day of 
Nissan was declared by the govern-
ment of Israel, after great deliberations, 

as Yom Ha-Sho-
ah ve Ha-ge-vu-
rah, “The Day 
of the Holocaust 
and the Hero-
ism.” This date 
of remembrance 
was chosen be-
cause it marks 
the anniversary 
of the uprising of 

the Warsaw Ghetto. This date reminds 
us of the horrific events of World War 
II, as well as the heroic resistance of 
Jews who lived in the restricted areas 
called ghettos, isolated and separated 
from the society at large. The word 
ghetto, although not a Hebrew word, 
has entered our consciousness and our 
Hebrew dictionary. So, at this time, I 
wish to direct our attention to the word 
ghetto, its origin and meaning.

The idea to isolate and denigrate 
the Jews was rooted early in the history 
of the church, and by 1276 in England 
we find Jews restricted to a specific 
living area. However, the official name 
for an isolated and restricted Jewish 
living quarter – ghetto – originated in 
Venice, Italy. In the 13th century, perse-
cuted Jews from Europe settled in Ven-
ice. By 1516, as the population grew, 
Jews were forced to live in a confined 
area which was named Ghetto Novo, 
an area totally isolated from the city by 
bridges and canals.

What does the word ghetto mean? 
The origin of the word and its 

meaning is in dispute. In Jewish folk-
lore, ghetto is connected to the He-
brew get, meaning divorce, but there is 
no etymological base to this folkloric 

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are  
also identified as Jewish.

A new dose of Bayer
I Love That for You is an eight-episode 
comedy series that premiered on Show-
time on April 29. VANESSA BAYER, 
40, co-created the series and plays the 
star character, Joanna Gold. (As I write 
this, it hasn’t been disclosed whether 
Gold is a Jewish character.) 

Bayer is best known as a Saturday 
Night Live cast member (2010-2017). 
Jewish viewers will vividly remember 
her recurring SNL/Weekend Update 
appearances as Jacob, the Bar Mitzvah 
boy. Bayer created this character and 
wrote Jacob’s SNL skits. When Bay-
er was 15, she was diagnosed with 
leukemia which, obviously, she sur-
vived. Her experience with leukemia, 
Bayer says, partially inspired her new  
series.

As I Love That for You begins, Jo-
anna gets her dream job – hosting on 
a shopping channel. But Joanna really 
isn’t that good a host and she knows 
she is about to be fired. So she tells ev-
eryone at work that she had childhood 
leukemia (true) and it has returned (a 
lie). Her colleagues rally around her, 
but her parents warn Joanna that this 
lie will come back and bite her.

Veteran actor JASON SCHWARTZ- 
MAN, 41, plays Joanna’s nice boy-
friend. Jason’s late father, a film pro-

ducer, was Jewish. His mother is 
actress Talia Shire (The Godfather). 
Shire is the sister of Francis Ford Cop-
pola. Jason was raised secular.
Superheroes and sci-fi heroes
Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of 
Madness (opens Friday, May 6) is a su-
perhero movie based on Marvel comic 
hero Dr. Strange (played by Benedict 
Cumberbatch). The plot, as with all 
“Marvel Universe” films, is super con-
voluted, so I won’t go into it here. 

Here’s the Jewish angle: The film 
is directed by SAM RAIMI, 62, who 
has a raft of superhero film credits (cre-
ator, director, producer, etc.). Raimi’s 
wife of 29 years is the daughter of the 
late LORNE GREENE, the Bonanza 
star; MICHAEL STUHLBARG, 51, 
has a supporting role as Nicodemus, 
a rival of Dr. Strange; and Elizabeth 
Olsen, who isn’t Jewish, co-stars as 
superhero Wanda Maximoff. In the 
comics, Maximoff is Jewish. In the 
“Marvel Universe” films, her Jewish 
“backstory” has been “scrubbed out.” 
This is a sadly common practice that’s 
not limited to Marvel flicks. 

On Thursday, May 5, Star Trek: 
Strange New Worlds begins stream-
ing on Paramount+. It is a prequel to 
the original Star Trek series. Trekkies 
know that the 1960s original series 

had a failed pilot episode that was later 
“cut up” and crafted into two “flash-
back” Star Trek episodes. Christopher 
Pike was the Enterprise starship cap-
tain in the failed pilot. Strange New 
Worlds follows Pike’s adventures 
during the decade before Captain Kirk  
(WILLIAM SHATNER) took com-
mand. 

There are no Jewish actors in the 
main cast, but it’s interesting to note 
that Ethan Peck, the grandson of Greg-
ory Peck, plays Mr. Spock. The Jewish 
“contribution” is behind the scenes. 
The three series creators are Jewish: 
AKIVA GOLDSMAN, 59, ALEX 
KURTZMAN, 48, and JENNY LU-
MET, 55. All three have many “Trek 
Universe” credits. The series composer 
is NAAMA “Nami” MELUMAD, 33, 
an Israeli who, in 2019, became the 
first woman ever to score a Star Trek 
episode. 
Maverick redux and more
Top Gun: Maverick opens in theaters 
on Friday, May 27. It is a sequel to Top 
Gun (1986), a huge box-office hit that 
starred Tom Cruise as Pete “Maver-
ick” Mitchell, a student at the Navy’s 
fighter pilot school. The sequel finds 
Maverick (Cruise) leading a group of 
recent pilot school graduates on a very 
dangerous secret mission.

Oscar-winner JENNIFER CON-

NELLY, 51, plays Penny, Maverick’s 
love interest. Penny is a single mother, 
bar owner and the daughter of an ad-
miral. (Connelly’s mother was Jewish. 
She’s always been secular.)

Bosch, a series about Harry Bosch, 
an LAPD detective, streamed on Am-
azon Prime from 2014-2021. A spin-
off, entitled Bosch: Legacy, will begin 
streaming on Friday, May 6 on the 
newish IMDb.com streaming service 
(free, with ads). In Legacy, Bosch is 
retired from the LAPD and is working 
as an investigator for Honey Chandler, 
a defense attorney. 

MIMI ROGERS, 66, co-stars as 
Chandler. Born Miriam Spickler, Rog-
ers is the daughter of a Jewish father 
and non-Jewish mother. She was raised 
a Scientologist and broke from that re-
ligion about 15 years ago.

I recently had the pleasure of inter-
viewing Cantor RISELLE BAIN, 74, 
the spiritual leader of Temple Israel of 
Highlands County. She has long-stand-
ing ties to the Greater Tampa area. Her 
father fought for the light-heavyweight 
boxing championship of the world. Her 
showbiz career began when she played 
“Young Miriam” in the blockbuster 
film The Ten Commandments (1956). 
I hope I’ve whetted your appetite for 
more info. Look for many more details 
in the June issue.

Read the current and previous editions of  
The Jewish News at jfedsrq.org/jewish-news
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Ghetto – Foundry
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

A few days ago, on the 27th day of 
the month of Nissan, as is the 
custom every year, the Jewish 

world recalled the horrific event of the 
Holocaust and remembered those who 
perished in the Shoah. The 27th day of 
Nissan was declared by the govern-
ment of Israel, after great deliberations, 

as Yom Ha-Sho-
ah ve Ha-ge-vu-
rah, “The Day 
of the Holocaust 
and the Hero-
ism.” This date 
of remembrance 
was chosen be-
cause it marks 
the anniversary 
of the uprising of 

the Warsaw Ghetto. This date reminds 
us of the horrific events of World War 
II, as well as the heroic resistance of 
Jews who lived in the restricted areas 
called ghettos, isolated and separated 
from the society at large. The word 
ghetto, although not a Hebrew word, 
has entered our consciousness and our 
Hebrew dictionary. So, at this time, I 
wish to direct our attention to the word 
ghetto, its origin and meaning.

The idea to isolate and denigrate 
the Jews was rooted early in the history 
of the church, and by 1276 in England 
we find Jews restricted to a specific 
living area. However, the official name 
for an isolated and restricted Jewish 
living quarter – ghetto – originated in 
Venice, Italy. In the 13th century, perse-
cuted Jews from Europe settled in Ven-
ice. By 1516, as the population grew, 
Jews were forced to live in a confined 
area which was named Ghetto Novo, 
an area totally isolated from the city by 
bridges and canals.

What does the word ghetto mean? 
The origin of the word and its 

meaning is in dispute. In Jewish folk-
lore, ghetto is connected to the He-
brew get, meaning divorce, but there is 
no etymological base to this folkloric 

explanation. Some scholars say that, 
formally, ghetto meant street as in the 
Swedish gata and Gothic gatwo. Oth-
ers relate the word ghetto as a short 
form of the word borghetto, which is 
derived from the ancient Roman word 
burgus, meaning a city surrounded by 
a wall. Incidentally, the English word 
borough is also derived from this old 
Roman word. 

Yet others relate ghetto to the Ital-
ian word gettare, meaning to throw 
away. The ghetto, the throwaway sec-
tion of town, was the industrial section 
of Venice where smelting iron took 
place. Obviously, this was a dirty, pol-
luted section of town, not fit for hu-
man habitation, and was deliberately 
chosen for the Jewish population to 
harass and humiliate the community. 
And since this was a waste dump for 
foundries, many scholars argue that the 
original meaning of the word ghetto is  
foundry. 

The Nazis followed in this vein of 
harassment and in February 1940 built 
the first ghetto in Łódź, Poland, where 
they incarcerated almost a quarter of a 
million Jews. The largest Jewish ghet-
to during the war was built in Warsaw, 
where almost 400,000 Jews lived in 
misery. 

With the passing of years, the 
word ghetto has become a sad part of 
our collective consciousness. It brings 
back memories of antisemitism and 
attempted genocide which our people 
experienced in the not-so-distant past. 
In memory of those who perished, we 
pray and hope that the concentration 
of any people in ghettos will disappear 
from all societies and that people will 
be able to live together in harmony. 
Amen.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.
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NELLY, 51, plays Penny, Maverick’s 
love interest. Penny is a single mother, 
bar owner and the daughter of an ad-
miral. (Connelly’s mother was Jewish. 
She’s always been secular.)

Bosch, a series about Harry Bosch, 
an LAPD detective, streamed on Am-
azon Prime from 2014-2021. A spin-
off, entitled Bosch: Legacy, will begin 
streaming on Friday, May 6 on the 
newish IMDb.com streaming service 
(free, with ads). In Legacy, Bosch is 
retired from the LAPD and is working 
as an investigator for Honey Chandler, 
a defense attorney. 

MIMI ROGERS, 66, co-stars as 
Chandler. Born Miriam Spickler, Rog-
ers is the daughter of a Jewish father 
and non-Jewish mother. She was raised 
a Scientologist and broke from that re-
ligion about 15 years ago.

I recently had the pleasure of inter-
viewing Cantor RISELLE BAIN, 74, 
the spiritual leader of Temple Israel of 
Highlands County. She has long-stand-
ing ties to the Greater Tampa area. Her 
father fought for the light-heavyweight 
boxing championship of the world. Her 
showbiz career began when she played 
“Young Miriam” in the blockbuster 
film The Ten Commandments (1956). 
I hope I’ve whetted your appetite for 
more info. Look for many more details 
in the June issue.
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Washington celebrates the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Last month, Washington, D.C., 

was host to the Living Legacy 
Conference, celebrating and 

paying tribute to the Lubavitcher Reb-
be’s life, legacy and vision for our 
world. Amongst those in attendance 
was Rabbi Sholom Schmerling, from 
Chabad of Venice. 

“Seeing the coming together of 
many of our country’s leaders, from 
both sides of the spectrum, for such 
a noble purpose, made a deep impact 
on me,” Schmerling told The Jewish 
News. He continued further, explaining 
the beautiful ceremony. 

For more than 40 years, presidents 
and local governments alike have rec-
ognized the date corresponding to the 
Rebbe’s Hebrew birthday as Education 
and Sharing Day, honoring an individ-
ual who brought education to the fore-
front of public discourse.

More than focusing squarely on 
scholastic achievement, the Rebbe re-
framed the purpose of education, which 

he emphatically pronounced to be the 
building of students’ character. Educa-
tion, in the eyes of the Rebbe, was the 
most important vehicle to provide the 
next generation with moral and ethical 
values. He had a vision for a society 
(and a world), shining with men and 

women dedicated to principled, just 
behavior. Echoing the Rebbe’s senti-
ments, President Ronald Reagan said 
in his 1982 proclamation for the day, 
“Education must be more than factual 

enlightenment – it must enrich the 
character as well as the mind.”

The theme around the event this 
year was “Celebration 120” – mark-
ing 120 years (a complete life in the 
Jewish lexicon) since the Rebbe’s birth 
in 1902. To commemorate the occa-
sion, world-renowned personalities 
and dignitaries made their appearance, 
and Rabbi Schmerling got to mix in 
amongst them.

Meeting with Florida Congress-
man Greg Steube and Senator Rick 
Scott, the Rabbi told The Jewish News 
of their discussion regarding the hap-
penings in Florida and around the 
world. In the few minutes they had 
together, the initiatives being taken to 
help Jewry in Ukraine were discussed, 
along with the hope for an immediate 
stop to the war. Rabbi Jonathan Marko-
vitch, the Chief Rabbi of Kyiv, joined 
the conversation as well, and thanked 
the congressmen for America’s aid 

to Ukraine and advocated for further 
support to alleviate the crisis. Rabbi 
Schmerling said he could hear the pain 
from Rabbi Markovitch’s imperfect 
English over the displacement of more 
than 30 Jewish communities across 
Ukraine.

Beyond the focus of Ukraine, 
there was obviously much talk about 
the Rebbe’s impact around the world, 

within his lifetime and after. Rabbi 
Schmerling told of two highlights that 
stood out to him in that regard: the first 
was seeing the excitement on the face 

of former Senator (and known Chabad 
supporter) Joe Lieberman; the second 
was meeting the legendary Soviet Re-
fusenik and Israeli politician, Natan 
Sharansky, who shared his gratitude 
for the Rebbe’s support and council 
for Jews in the Soviet Union during 
his youth, as well as his pride in the 

growth and impact Chabad continues 
to have to this very day.

Locally, the Rebbe has inspired the 
creation of five Chabad centers in Sara-
sota and Manatee counties, spreading 
the Rebbe’s vision of a better world 
for every individual, and doing so in 
the way taught by the Rebbe: without 
judgment and with absolute, uncondi-
tional love for all.

Rabbi Sholom Schmerling

Rabbi Schmerling with Natan Sharansky

Rabbi Jonathan Markovitch (Chief Rabbi of Kyiv), Congressman Greg Steube, Rabbi Sholom Schmerling

http://www.mortonsmarket.com
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We are proud of Israel

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Stuart Altshuler 
Tempe Beth Sholom

This May/Iyar, we will celebrate 
Israel’s 74th anniversary of inde-
pendence as our free, sovereign 

Jewish state. All in our generation have 
been witnesses of perhaps the greatest 
miracle in all of Jewish history – the re-
turn of our people to our ancient home-
land after almost 2,000 years since 
our Temple in Jerusalem and the eter-
nal capital of the Jewish people were 
burned to the ground by the Roman 
Empire in 70 CE.

We have admired and applauded 
Israel’s courage and its strength in the 
face of enormous obstacles and ene-
mies bent on her destruction, and we 
have tried our best to embrace with Is-
rael and her people our Jewish state’s 
challenges as our very own.

Israel is still not where she will 
be and is far from perfect, but she’s a 
shining light in a world in which free-
dom is shrinking, and values, even in 
the west, are deteriorating. Consider-
ing the neighborhood Israel lives in, 
her successes are magnified in our col-
lective awe and astonishment. Israel is 
able to grow, thrive and prosper despite 
the many obstacles she has overcome 
in order to stay rooted in the ancient 
soil of all of our people.

We Jews stand in celebration of 
Israel in its entirety – its modern cit-
ies, culture, archaeology; its beautiful 
nature in every step in Eretz Yisrael; 
its magnificent technological and sci-
entific advances for the entire world; 

its vibrant religiosity; and, most of all, 
its tough but kind people of the state 
– Jews from all over the world, and 
including its ever-prosperous minori-
ty Arab Christian, Muslim, Circassian 
and Druze population.

There are doves and hawks in Is-
rael, but the one animal that charac-
terizes her the most is the eagle, as the 
Torah says, “I have borne you (Israel) 
upon eagles’ wings.” For eagles care 
for their young by carrying them upon 
their wings, to protect their young, their 
children for future generations, from 
poisonous arrows shot by archers below.

Israel is Rabbi Avishai Yehezkel 
of Bnei Brak, who, last month, faced 
a terrorist murderer who attempted to 
shoot his little boy, stood in front of the 
terrorist to protect his son and gave his 
life so that his son could live. 

Despite calls from the supreme 
leader of Iran, Ali Khamenei, who has 
repeatedly told the world that “Isra-
el has no right to exist,” Israel’s faith 
in goodness, its resolve to live, its re-
sponses to adversity, whether there is 
a need in Ukraine, or from tsunamis or 
earthquakes around the world, Israel is 
always there to shine a light upon hu-
manity.

We are proud of Israel. It is our 
Jewish homeland, and we must do ev-
erything to protect and support her, to 
give generously to her and visit, so we 
may celebrate the greatest miracle of 
our people’s existence, if not the entire 
world.

Shema Yisrael! Hear, O Israel! You 
are our family. In your life and success-
es we live! In your glory, we are hon-
ored. In your sorrow we grieve. In your 
life, our lives have deeper meaning. We 
are inextricably bound to your soul.

We will never stop singing in 
celebration as we will do this Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, number 74, and we will 
never stop dreaming with you of your 
yearnings for real peace. We will never 
lose “Hatikvah,” The Hope!
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Let’s find things  
to celebrate

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Stephen L. Sniderman
Temple Beth Israel

We never know who is going 
to show up and surprise us 
at our services. We have 

tourists, vacationers and snowbirds. 
Some of them include Shabbat worship 
in their plans. Let me share with you 
two examples that made me very hap-
py. I have always enjoyed meeting new 
and different people on Friday night or 
Saturday morning, and also enjoy re-
connecting with those I haven’t seen in 
years or decades.

My first example: A young man 
and his wife came to the service. (All 
right, they are near retirement age, 
but they count as young on Longboat 
Key.) I greet them. I hear their names, 
and they hear mine. We reconnected. I 
prepared two of his younger brothers 
for Bar Mitzvah when I was a student 
in Cincinnati in the 1970s. I spoke with 
the first brother on the phone within 
days, and the other actually came down 
here to see me.

My second example is about re-
tired rabbis in general and one in par-
ticular. We are so fortunate to have so 
many retired rabbis in our community. 

Many more vacation here on a regular 
basis. I love to count how many rab-
bis and spouses we have at services. 
I could write something about every 
one of them and the support and en-
couragement they have given me. At 
the beginning of April, the day I wrote 
this article, I heard about the passing of 
Rabbi Everett Gendler. Rabbi Gendler 
would come down here in the winter 
and worship with us at our various con-
gregations. I would publicly welcome 
him as a major figure in the American 
Civil Rights Movement. I have point-
ed him out in the famous photographs 
from the 1960s with Martin Luther 
King Jr. I once told him that I knew 
who he was when I was a kid. I will 
never forget the loving smile he gave 
me when he came into our sanctuary.

Rabbi Gendler was a man of peace, 
and we are in a time of war. We now pray 
the prayer for peace with deeper fervor. 
Many of our not-so-distant ancestors 
came from what is now Ukraine. The 
story of the Jews in Ukraine has been a 
painful and bloody chapter in our his-
tory. In these difficult times, let’s find 
things to celebrate, to encourage us as a 
people to build for the future. I rejoice 
that at least some Bar Mitzvah students 
still have positive feelings about that 
important time in their lives. I rejoice 
that I had the honor and privilege to 
know Rabbi Everett Gendler. Some 
years ago, many of Rabbi Gendler’s 
writings were published together in a 
special volume. I put my copy on the 
top of a pile of books on my desk. I 
view this as a kind of immortality.
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Washington celebrates the Lubavitcher Rebbe
within his lifetime and after. Rabbi 
Schmerling told of two highlights that 
stood out to him in that regard: the first 
was seeing the excitement on the face 

of former Senator (and known Chabad 
supporter) Joe Lieberman; the second 
was meeting the legendary Soviet Re-
fusenik and Israeli politician, Natan 
Sharansky, who shared his gratitude 
for the Rebbe’s support and council 
for Jews in the Soviet Union during 
his youth, as well as his pride in the 

growth and impact Chabad continues 
to have to this very day.

Locally, the Rebbe has inspired the 
creation of five Chabad centers in Sara-
sota and Manatee counties, spreading 
the Rebbe’s vision of a better world 
for every individual, and doing so in 
the way taught by the Rebbe: without 
judgment and with absolute, uncondi-
tional love for all.

Rabbi Schmerling with Natan Sharansky
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Fact and fiction: Moscow rules, or does it?
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The golden road
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

After a road championed by a 
wise and popular king was 
completed, the monarch an-

nounced an unusual competition to 
take place before its official opening: 
“Whoever travels the road’s length the 
quickest and safest,” he declared, “will 
win a significant reward.” 

The challenge attracted many par-
ticipants from throughout the kingdom. 
However, unbeknownst to them, the 

sovereign posted 
undercover roy-
al officials along 
the route to judge 
the contestants on 
their civility to 
one another. 

When all the 
runners crossed 
the finish line and 

the winner was given his reward, the 
king was besieged with complaints 
about a pile of large stones that ob-
structed the road and caused long  
delays. 

One competitor, though, told the 
king, “While others clambered over or 
tried to go around, I thought the stones 
should be removed because of the 
danger they posed. It took some time, 
but I managed to carry most of them 
to the side.” He shared that since he’d 
viewed the race as a recreational outing 
more than a chance to claim a prize, he 
didn’t mind making it to the finish line 
at the back of the pack. 

“But,” he informed the king, “when 
I got to the bottom of the pile, I found a 
royal fleece containing pieces of gold. 
Please take it from me.” 

The king replied, “You, not me, are 
the rightful owner of this gold.” 

“What do you mean?” the stunned 
young man responded. “I’ve never 
known such wealth.” 

Still, the king insisted it belonged 
to him because he was the true winner 

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

of the race. “The person who travels 
the road best,” he explained, “is the 
one who makes it better for those who 
follow him.”

American society is often charac-
terized by a survival of the fittest, and 
a “winning is the only thing” mental-
ity. From early on, the importance of 
ending up on top, no matter what en-
deavor it may be, is impressed on us. 
Therefore, we tend to be struck more 
by the amount of riches someone has 
acquired rather than how they actually 
acquired it. 

How often, for example, when 
we lionize the “success” of certain 
captains of industry are we aware of 
the labor, environmental or consumer 
well-being that were compromised to 
make all their wealth possible?

This may be the American way, but 
it is not the Jewish one. If the perceived 
pinnacle of success is reached only 
by stepping over, exploiting or short-
changing others, then, according to our 
tradition, the achievement is flawed.

While the concept of caveat emp-
tor, “let the buyer beware,” may be a 
core principle of a free market, it is the 
reverse from a Jewish commercial per-
spective because the responsibility for 
the trustworthy provision of a good or 
service rests on the seller. 

In aspiring to ethically travel the 
road of life, we make it fairer and more 
principled for those who come after us. 
This not only contributes to our own 
personal sense of moral authenticity 
but that of society’s as well. The purest 
form of gold is not found in our safe 
deposit boxes but in the legacy of our 
good name and reputation.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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Fact and fiction: Moscow rules, or does it?

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

For years I have been a devoted 
reader of Daniel Silva. For those 
of you who may not be familiar 

with Silva’s writings, they deal with  
Israel’s struggles to exist in a world of 
crime, deception and threats against 
the country and her people. The au-
thor’s central character is a fascinat-
ing man by the name of Gabriel Allon, 
who leads his Mossad-like 
co-workers in their fight 
for freedom. 

Four days after Vladi-
mir Putin began his attack 
against Ukraine, I took out 
Silva’s book published 
in 2008 entitled Moscow 
Rules, to re-read the story 
and see if it might relate to 
today’s encounter between 
Russia and Ukraine. The 
more I read the more I realized how fic-
tion can indeed imitate reality in a very 
meaningful and frightening fashion. 

Moscow Rules is the story of a 
Russian oligarch who gains his wealth 
by selling armaments of all kinds to 
any country or group willing to pay 
the price he demands. The present con-
cern for Allon and his cohorts who join 
him in battling on Israel’s behalf is the 
proposed sale of arms to terrorists who 
want to attack Israel and the world.

As we reflect on what has tak-
en place in Ukraine and what Vladi-
mir Putin’s desires are regarding the 
confrontation, I shall quote a passage 
from Silva’s book, which underscores 
just how fiction does imitate fact.  

Gabriel Allon and his partners are 
trying to figure out a way to stop the 
worldwide threat brought on by the 
Russian purveyor of weapons. Allon 
states, “In a perfect world I suppose 
we could go to the Russian president 
and ask for help. But the world is far 
from perfect, and the current president 
of Russia is anything but a trusted ally. 

He is a dangerous man. 
He wants his empire back. 
He wants to be a super-
power again. He wants to 
challenge America’s su-
premacy around the globe, 
especially in the Middle 
East. He’s sitting atop a 
sea of oil and natural gas, 
and he’s willing to use it as 
a weapon.” 

Those words, penned 
in 2008, describe the current president 
of Russia, who in thought and action, is 
the mirror image of the Russian presi-
dent that Silva describes.

The world has come realize who 
Putin is – an angry, arrogant auto-
crat who believed he would gain an 
easy victory over Ukraine. He was 
over-confident, unaware of the fighting 
heart of the Ukrainian people and the 
depth of the heart and soul of its presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelensky.

Putin’s goal is to restore Russia 
to its one-time supremacy, raise hav-
oc within NATO and create trouble in 
the United States. The enemy is not 
Russia. It is Putin and his followers 
who are too blind or too frightened  

to question their leader.
In the face of continued attacks 

by Russia, offers were made to Pres-
ident Zelensky to get him out of the 
country to protect him and his family. 
President Zelensky’s response to these 
offers was, “I need ammunition, not a 
ride.” On the sixth day of the invasion, 
Zelensky spoke these words to the Eu-
ropean Parliament via video link: “Do 
prove that you are with us. Do prove 
that you are indeed Europeans, and life 
will win over death and light will win 
over darkness.”

In Silva’s book, life did win over 
death and light did win over dark-
ness. It is our prayer, and that of 
the world that continues to support 
Ukraine and its people, that the re-
sult of this tragic invasion will end 
as President Zelensky and the world 
want. Life will win over death and  

light will win over darkness.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the Heller IAI.
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The golden road
of the race. “The person who travels 
the road best,” he explained, “is the 
one who makes it better for those who 
follow him.”

American society is often charac-
terized by a survival of the fittest, and 
a “winning is the only thing” mental-
ity. From early on, the importance of 
ending up on top, no matter what en-
deavor it may be, is impressed on us. 
Therefore, we tend to be struck more 
by the amount of riches someone has 
acquired rather than how they actually 
acquired it. 

How often, for example, when 
we lionize the “success” of certain 
captains of industry are we aware of 
the labor, environmental or consumer 
well-being that were compromised to 
make all their wealth possible?

This may be the American way, but 
it is not the Jewish one. If the perceived 
pinnacle of success is reached only 
by stepping over, exploiting or short-
changing others, then, according to our 
tradition, the achievement is flawed.

While the concept of caveat emp-
tor, “let the buyer beware,” may be a 
core principle of a free market, it is the 
reverse from a Jewish commercial per-
spective because the responsibility for 
the trustworthy provision of a good or 
service rests on the seller. 

In aspiring to ethically travel the 
road of life, we make it fairer and more 
principled for those who come after us. 
This not only contributes to our own 
personal sense of moral authenticity 
but that of society’s as well. The purest 
form of gold is not found in our safe 
deposit boxes but in the legacy of our 
good name and reputation.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

REPORT IT!REPORT IT!
If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  

or antisemitic activities,  or antisemitic activities,  
report it:report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ

Crossword Puzzle
Solution to puzzle on page 25

https://www.jfedsrq.org/safesrq
https://www.jfedsrq.org/legacy


34 May 2022

Alternative outcomes of war in Ukraine
By Harold M. Halpern

For more than two years, our 
conversation and media were 
dominated by Covid and, almost 

overnight, changed course to Ukraine, 
both devastating events. In the last few 
days before I began this column, I have 

read many diverse 
and diametrically 
opposed analysis 
about actions tak-
en or that should 
be taken to end 
the war and its 
outcome. I’ll sum-
marize a few to 
frame the issues 

about the engagement of the United 
States-NATO alliance and of Israel’s 
engagement.

An article on the front page of the 
March 20, 2022, New York Times de-
scribes the policy of the United States 
and NATO as to “Stave off, don’t set 
off, Putin.” This policy is reflected by 
the delivery of military equipment to 
Ukraine but a refusal to provide fighter 
jets or boots on the ground for fear of 
Russia responding with a nuclear at-
tack. This middling policy, writes the 
author, leaves Ukraine in a “quagmire” 
of devastating destruction, loss of life 
and millions escaping to other coun-
tries as refugees facing an unknown 
future.

A few days before, on March 17, 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, in a guest 
column in the Sarasota Herald- 
Tribune, strongly disagreed with this 
policy. She wrote, “It’s morally repre-

hensible for the world’s most powerful 
military forces – NATO and Ameri-
ca – watch and do nothing while Pu-
tin wages a proxy war against them in 
Ukraine…. It’s time to turn this hei-
nous war around and beat Putin, but 
that takes a moral compass and leader-
ship.” Hepburn called upon President 
Biden and NATO to follow the stirring 
words of the late President Franklin 
Roosevelt that the “the only thing to 
fear is fear itself.” 

Tom Friedman, in The New York 
Times on March 21, pits Putin’s Plan 
B up against “Biden’s and Zelensky’s 
Plan A.” Friedman describes Plan A 
as providing enough military equip-
ment to create a military stalemate and 
to impose crippling sanctions to grind 
Russia’s economy to a halt.

Putin’s Plan B, necessitated by the 
failure of his Plan A for a quick mili-
tary victory, is to bomb and fire upon 
the cities’ apartment blocks, schools 
and businesses, and to cut off access 
to food and utilities creating a massive 
refugee crisis inside both Ukraine and 
Europe with “the purpose of creat-
ing… intense social and economic bur-
dens that… NATO states will pressure 
Zelensky to agree to… terms that Putin 
is demanding….”

Friedman asks whether Plan A of 
the United States or Plan B of Putin 
wins out. He fears that Putin will be 
unable to accept any political compro-
mise which isn’t victory and will go 
to Plan C, bombing Ukrainian supply 
lines in Poland, bringing on a war with 

Harold M. Halpern

NATO including the United States, 
or a Plan D, the use of chemical and 
nuclear weapons, a rather frightening  
thought.

Yet another column in the Her-
ald-Tribune of March 21, headlined 
“Ukraine War offers few good options” 
by Istvan Dobozi, former lead econ-
omist of the World Bank in charge of 
its energy program in Ukraine, offers 
three possible scenarios: (i) Ukraine 
decides on neutrality as a nation, as a 
lesser evil of the alternative as to its fu-
ture as a nation with thousands of lives 
in the balance, (ii) Russian massive 
losses in war and to the economy lead 
to a coup of Putin, and (iii) Russia and 
Ukraine are bogged down in a lengthy  
combat.

Dobozi reminds us that we don’t 
know which scenario will play out but 
concludes, “Unfortunately… there is a 
high probability that the third scenario 
will be the one….”

These several columns express the 
diverging points of view taken by the 
United States and NATO actions and 
inactions toward Russia and the po-
tential, but unpredictable, outcome of 
the war. Depending on the outcome, 
historians will debate whether the 
American and NATO policy of Plan 
A, “Stave off, don’t set off, Putin,” was 
the correct policy or whether their pol-
icy of fear of a war with Russia was 
the wrong policy choice. In all events 
following the outcome there will be a 
struggle to determine the nature of the 
future world order.

COMMENTARY

Not to be lost in this debate is the 
war’s impact on Israel. It is trying to 
maintain its positive relationship with 
both Ukraine and Russia by walking a 
tightrope. Russia is an important player 
in the Middle East, especially in Syria, 
filling a void of the United States.

Israel has an understanding with 
Russia, enabling Israel to bomb Iranian 
supplies of military weapons coming 
into Syria for its terrorists’ proxies. To 
maintain this agreement, Israel, for its 
own safety, rejected the Ukrainian re-
quest. 

However, Israel balances its rejec-
tion of arms by providing a great deal 
of humanitarian aid and medical assis-
tance to Ukraine.

Moreover, by maintaining good re-
lations with both Ukraine and Russia, 
Israel becomes an acceptable mediator 
for the parties when they are ready.

Finally, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention the potential reinstate-
ment of the Iran nuclear deal, (JCOPA) 
opposed by Israel, Middle East Arab 
countries and many in Congress. More 
about that in another column. Until 
then, let’s help Ukraine in whatever 
way we are able.
Opinions expressed are solely those 
of Harold Halpern, a retired attorney 
in Lakewood Ranch, a board member 
of the American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, and of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, West Coast 
Chapter of Florida. 
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A sacred space for all

Education Corner
By Dan Ceaser

“And let them make me a sanctuary; 
that I may dwell among them.” 
– Exodus 25:8

A sanctuary (Makom Kadesh) 
establishes a sacred space for 
prayer, growth and reflection. 

Having miraculously completed con-
struction on our new nine-acre campus 
in under a year, it was of great impor-
tance that we have a communal space 
to support the foundation of Commu-
nity Day School’s mission where chil-
dren of all backgrounds demonstrate 
integrity (Tzedek), academic excel-
lence (Limud) and a desire to improve 
the world (Tikkun Olam). 

In a community that has limit-
ed gateways to formal Jewish affilia-
tion, our school has become a critical 

bridge for Jewish connection, provid-
ing touchpoints from unaffiliated to 
highly observant families, connecting 
them with Judaism and G-d in a safe 
and welcoming environment. Over 
the past six years, Sarasota’s Her-
shorin Schiff Community Day School 
has emerged as one of the largest and 
most prosperous pluralistic Jewish day 
schools in the country, with record en-
rollment in our inaugural year on the 
new campus. A dedicated sanctuary 
for Jewish learning – one of the many 
spaces not readily available in our prior 
location – serves as the heart and soul 
of our educational foundation, with the  
Magen David in our courtyard serving 
as a visual centerpiece viewed by every 
student, family member and guest who 
enters our campus.

Over the past 18 months, through 
the generosity of many mensches, our 
Makom Kadosh has transformed into 
a treasured space for not only our stu-
dents but the community at large. The 
Star of David was gifted early in our 
construction process and represents not 
only the spiritual but figurative identity 
of our vision of exploring Jewish val-
ues and learning. As the ceremonial 
entrance to our sanctuary, The Saltz-
berg Family Lobby is filled with orig-
inal works of Israeli art from the Papa 
Ed and Mimi Rosenthal family; Judaic 
artifacts from our sister school in Tel 
Mond, Israel; a cherished Ketubah 
from the 1959 marriage of our patron 

Blumenthal Family Upper School par-
ents, Richard and Barbara Blumenthal; 
and much more. 

Our sanctuary would not be near-
ly complete without an Aron Kodesh, 
or ark, which is generously named af-
ter the Rosin Family and was custom 
hand-built by Steve Hiller, a proud 
member of our Sarasota Jewish com-
munity, in memory of his late parents. 
We are indebted to the Strassfeld and 
Landman families for securing not only 
one but two Sefer Torahs – one from 
Congregation Ansche Chesed in New 
York and one from Temple Beth El in 
Bainbridge, Georgia, whose doors may 
have recently closed, but whose lega-
cy will proudly continue at our school 
for generations to come. In addition, a 
newly formed, non-affiliated Chavrusa 
Minyon, which is open to the public 
and meets in our sanctuary on alternate 
Saturdays, further enhanced our Judai-
ca offerings with new sets of siddurim 
and chumashim.

With the more than 320 students 
and staff who call Community Day 
School home each day, our learning 
goes beyond the multiple engaging 
Shabbat services that our school’s full-
time Rabbi, Anat Moskowitz, leads 
each week. In daily use, our sanctuary 
holds religious, spiritual and educa-
tional classes, including Jewish cul-
ture, religion, choral music, leadership, 
astronomy and even yoga. This space 
is bustling with activity from special 

guest speaker series, performances and 
professional development workshops. 
This year alone, we have shared the 
wisdom of Holocaust survivor Rifka 
Glatz, Righteous Among the Nations 
speaker Steven Koenig and civil rights 
litigator Michael Bloch, who visit-
ed during Holocaust Remembrance 
Week. Some other events have includ-
ed our annual Janis Kaplan Author’s 
Day featuring books that authentical-
ly represent the Jewish experience,  
student-led Learning on Displays, hol-
iday ceremonies, Pizmon Singer work-
shops, Sarasota Orchestra chamber 
concerts and countless conversations 
between our senior and international 
counterparts. 

As our sanctuary may be a most sa-
cred space on our school grounds, we 
remain steadfast in our goal to create 
an inclusive campus culture surround-
ed by love, curiosity and respect, where 
students from as young as 14 months 
through eighth grade – of diverse 
backgrounds, affiliations and practices 
– feel comfortable exploring their own 
connection to Judaism. We welcome 
our community to witness the joy and 
wonder that fill our halls, walls and 
beyond, and I look forward to sharing 
with you the ruach of the Community 
Day School experience.
Dan Ceaser is the Head of School 
at Hershorin Schiff Community Day 
School.

Community Day School students donate funds  
to orphanage in Ukraine
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The horrifying pictures emerg-
ing from the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine inspired 300 stu-

dents from Hershorin Schiff Commu-
nity Day School (CDS) to act. Dan 
Ceaser, Community Day’s Head of 
School, said that the crisis quickly 
became an urgent topic of discussion 
throughout the campus. “This conflict 
profoundly affected our students even 
though they live halfway across the 
world. They told us that their hearts 
were hurting, and they needed to do  
something.”

After meeting with Rabbi Chaim 
Steinmetz of Chabad Lubavitch of 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties, the stu-
dents decided to donate all the tzeda-
kah (charitable funds) they had raised 
to an orphanage based out of Odessa, 
Ukraine. During the school year, stu-
dents collect money every Shabbat 

and, typically, pick a cause at the end 
of the year and donate the money. This 
time they realized there was no time to 
wait. They needed to act immediate-
ly. On March 8, the students present-
ed $520 to the Mishpacha Orphanage. 
The funds will be used for food, shelter 
and other necessities for 83 orphans 
who fled Ukraine to Germany.

The CDS students said they hope 
the funds and handmade cards will let 
the refugee children know that people 
from across the world are watching 
their plight.

Ceaser said that the initiative fit 
perfectly into the school’s mission 
and programming. “One of our main 
goals is to create a learning commu-
nity where students impact our world 
as compassionate scholars and global 
citizens. This act of charity gave them 
the opportunity to see, firsthand, how 

their actions can make 
a difference. When 
they practice compas-
sion for others, they 
make the world a better 
place.”

For more infor-
mation about Commu-
nity Day School, call 
941.552.2770 or visit 
communityday.org.

Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz, Dan Ceaser (Head of School),  
Mitch Blumenthal (Board President) and Robert Landman  

(Board Treasurer) with the check they received from students  
for the orphanage in Odessa, Ukraine

Community Day School’s fifth-grade students and teacher Joannie Bloch  
with the check that represents the funds the students raised

Not to be lost in this debate is the 
war’s impact on Israel. It is trying to 
maintain its positive relationship with 
both Ukraine and Russia by walking a 
tightrope. Russia is an important player 
in the Middle East, especially in Syria, 
filling a void of the United States.

Israel has an understanding with 
Russia, enabling Israel to bomb Iranian 
supplies of military weapons coming 
into Syria for its terrorists’ proxies. To 
maintain this agreement, Israel, for its 
own safety, rejected the Ukrainian re-
quest. 

However, Israel balances its rejec-
tion of arms by providing a great deal 
of humanitarian aid and medical assis-
tance to Ukraine.

Moreover, by maintaining good re-
lations with both Ukraine and Russia, 
Israel becomes an acceptable mediator 
for the parties when they are ready.

Finally, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention the potential reinstate-
ment of the Iran nuclear deal, (JCOPA) 
opposed by Israel, Middle East Arab 
countries and many in Congress. More 
about that in another column. Until 
then, let’s help Ukraine in whatever 
way we are able.
Opinions expressed are solely those 
of Harold Halpern, a retired attorney 
in Lakewood Ranch, a board member 
of the American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, and of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, West Coast 
Chapter of Florida. 

https://www.communityday.org
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READ—GATHER—GROW
PJ Library® has partnered with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
to provide families raising Jewish children with the gift of free, high-quality 
children’s books, music, and resources that foster deeper engagement with 
Jewish life in our community.

Join one of our PJ programs below  
to start enhancing your family’s Jewish journey.

Children 6 mo. - 8 yrs.

Sign-up at 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Children 8 - 12

Sign-up at 
pjourway.org

For more information, contact  
Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
941.343.2109

PJ Library Sarasota-Manatee is generously 
funded in part by Edie and David Chaifetz.

A program of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, PJ Library & PJ 
Our Way engages children between birth and age 12, and their families, with 
books and activities that enhance their Jewish journey. Throughout the year, 
families gather for story times and other special programs where they can 
socialize and meet new friends. PJ is for any family raising Jewish children – 
affiliated, unaffiliated, interfaith or non-traditional. The program is completely 
free for families, thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, Edie and David Chaifetz, the Federation and other generous donors.

Israel: What’s in a name?
By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector

MG Berman

When we see photos of Israel, 
hear Israeli music or read 
about Israel in the news, 

something comes over us as Jews. 
Why? What is it about Israel that gets 

us thinking and 
feeling?

As adults, we 
know that Israel 
is the ancestral 
homeland of the 
Jewish people. We 
know that it is a 
beautiful, diverse, 
exciting and com-

plex modern democratic state. It is a 
place for us, by us and integral to our 
history. Israel may be small in size, but 
it makes a large impact on the lives of 
millions around the world thanks to its 
spectacular innovations. 

As parents raising Jewish children, 
we talk about Israel often. We describe 
special holy places (like the Kotel in 
Jerusalem’s Old City), Jewish holidays 
(like Tu B’Shvat when we plant trees 
in Israel), big cities (like Tel Aviv and 
Haifa) and beautiful geography (like 
the Dead Sea or Kineret). 

When we asked younger mem-
bers of our community what they think 
about Israel, here is what they shared:

 � Jacob (age 6): A place I want to go 
visit. A place I know I can always 
go. Shabbat. 

 � Ziva (age 7): Dead Sea. Umm, 
houses. Israel is special because 
Ima talks about it all the time. It’s 
another home.

 � Annika (age 10): Israel “Is Real.”  
I think of the national anthem, 
“Hatikvah,” which means hope. 

 � Alivia (age 14): The Jewish home-
land and the only Jewish nation in 
the world. 

 � Sitar (age 16): It is a home that 
I love and know I can always go 
back to. No matter what, I know 
Israel is there for me to visit and 
is built for me to enjoy. Israel is 
a place of comfort and safety that 
I hope everyone can visit at least 
once in their lives!
When we talk about Israel to 

younger members of our community, 
it’s important to recognize that their 
learning grows and deepens as they get 
older. We may start out sharing a love 
of Israeli food, music and dance – and 
then move into the powerful stories of 
our past and present. All the while, we 
are transmitting our connection to, and 
appreciation for Israel, our “Jewish 
home.” 

The word “Israel” itself is power-
ful. Every Shabbat, we come together 
as the People of Israel to rest and re-
flect on the previous week. Our ac-
tions and the language we use to talk 
about Israel teach the next generation 
how to respect and care for her. Israel 
is our home and our refuge, our place 
of religious freedom, celebration and  
song.

Come join us in celebrating Israel 
with food, music and games at the Fed-
eration’s Israel Independence Day Cel-
ebration on Thursday, May 5 from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at The Bay, Civic Green 
(next door to Municipal Auditorium), 
801 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. To 
register, visit jfedsrq.org/events.

For more information about PJ 
Library and PJ Our Way of Sarasota- 
Manatee, contact me at mgberman@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0027, or Jessi 
Sheslow, Manager, Teen and Family 
Programming, at jsheslow@jfedsrq.
com.

Temple Emanu-El Religious School  
honors community heroes with Purim G’vurot

SRQUSY member  
chai-lights
By Joshua Mellits, Youth Co-Advisor

SRQUSY (Sarasota’s United 
Synagogue Youth) celebrated 
the festival of Purim with a Ha-

mantashen Bake-Off, hosted at Temple 
Beth Sholom. The teens showed off 
their creative cooking skills in crafting 
sweet and savory traditional triangle- 
shaped holiday food. The most popular 
treats were caramelized apple (sweet) 
and plant-based hot dogs with every-
thing bagel seasoning (savory).

Outside the synagogue, our as-
piring young leaders are looking for-
ward to a virtual Chapter President & 
Upcoming Leaders Night and reunit-
ing with friends at HaNegev Region-
al Convention. This year’s theme is 
Woodstock-inspired “GevStock,” so 
SRQUSY is sure to have a groovy rest 
of spring!

I recently interviewed Spencer Co-
hen, SRQUSY President, Sophomore:

Why did you want to serve as 
president?

I knew I could be a leader, and I 
wanted it to be in the Jewish commu-
nity. I have been going to camp Ramah 
Darom for the past seven years, and I 
have learned how important Judaism is 
to me. I also wanted to follow in my 
sister’s footsteps. She was the presi-
dent seven years ago.

What is your favorite part of be-
ing Jewish?

The community that comes along 
with it. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?

I see myself as a high school histo-
ry teacher. I have always been fascinat-
ed with history (particularly BCE), and 
I want to pass my knowledge on to the 
next generation.

If you could have any superpow-
er, what would it be and why?

Molecular manipulation. This way 
I would be able to create anything and 
even change my appearance as well.

Spencer Cohen works on his  
hamantashen filling

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, 
committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector
 � Sitar (age 16): It is a home that 

I love and know I can always go 
back to. No matter what, I know 
Israel is there for me to visit and 
is built for me to enjoy. Israel is 
a place of comfort and safety that 
I hope everyone can visit at least 
once in their lives!
When we talk about Israel to 

younger members of our community, 
it’s important to recognize that their 
learning grows and deepens as they get 
older. We may start out sharing a love 
of Israeli food, music and dance – and 
then move into the powerful stories of 
our past and present. All the while, we 
are transmitting our connection to, and 
appreciation for Israel, our “Jewish 
home.” 

The word “Israel” itself is power-
ful. Every Shabbat, we come together 
as the People of Israel to rest and re-
flect on the previous week. Our ac-
tions and the language we use to talk 
about Israel teach the next generation 
how to respect and care for her. Israel 
is our home and our refuge, our place 
of religious freedom, celebration and  
song.

Come join us in celebrating Israel 
with food, music and games at the Fed-
eration’s Israel Independence Day Cel-
ebration on Thursday, May 5 from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at The Bay, Civic Green 
(next door to Municipal Auditorium), 
801 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. To 
register, visit jfedsrq.org/events.

For more information about PJ 
Library and PJ Our Way of Sarasota- 
Manatee, contact me at mgberman@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0027, or Jessi 
Sheslow, Manager, Teen and Family 
Programming, at jsheslow@jfedsrq.
com.

For more information about STEP,  
go to JFEDSRQ.org/STEP or contact  
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2109.

Temple Emanu-El Religious School  
honors community heroes with Purim G’vurot
By Temple Emanu-El Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg, MARE

Purim celebrates Jewish heroes, 
individuals who put their lives 
on the line for others. Morde-

chai and Esther are honored for saving 
the Jewish people from certain demise 
while risking their own lives. 

This year, Temple Emanu-El Re-
ligious School (TEERS) dedicated the 
Purim carnival to modern community 
heroes: our first responders and es-
sential workers who took care of us 
through the pandemic and beyond. 
On Sunday, March 6, over 200 peo-
ple gathered on Temple Emanu-El’s 
campus for Purim G’vurot – a Purim 
carnival and celebration honoring law 
enforcement, firefighters, EMTs and 
front-line workers.

The program begun in the sanc-
tuary with Purim songs and a mini 
Megillah reading led by Senior Rab-
bi Brenner Glickman and Associate 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and TEERS 

parents. The audience was then treated 
to an original and hilarious Purimspiel 
written by Director of Education Sabri-
na Silverberg, MARE, and performed 
by TEERS’ sixth and seventh graders. 
Children were encouraged to dress up 
as first responders and essential work-
ers, and the many that did participated 
in a costume parade and were rewarded 
with prizes for their efforts. 

The festive event continued with 
carnival games, food, prizes, fun and, 
of course, tons of delicious hamen- 
tashen baked by TEERS moms. We 
were fortunate to host the Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Department, EMTs 
and Fire Rescue, who were in atten-
dance to meet the community and share 
their experiences. It was extra special 
for the kids to have fire trucks, police 

Temple Beth El Sunday School  
becomes “Shabbat School”

cars and ambulances there!
Purim G’vurot was an event that 

will not be forgotten.

Sarasota County officers were special guests at Temple Emanu-El’s Purim G’vurot celebration Blake Levine tried on firefighter gear at the event

This year, Temple Beth El in 
Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch is 
very excited to be moving its 

religious school classes from Sunday 
mornings to Shabbat mornings (Satur-
days). 

Rabbi Tuviah Schreiber says the 
choice is a different one – a choice that 
expresses Jewish values and an under-
standing of what 21st century families’ 
lives are really like. He states, “Every 
Saturday morning, our classrooms and 
sanctuary are filled with children and 
young adults reading Hebrew; learn-
ing about holidays; studying Jewish 
history, music, Torah and prayer; and 
becoming Bar and Bat Mitzvah.” 

At Temple Beth El, Shabbat morn-
ing is a time of learning, prayer and 
community for ALL ages. The unique 

Saturday morning school creatively 
combines Jewish education and a to-
tal Shabbat experience! On Saturday 
mornings, students meet for study, les-
sons, art projects, music and song, and 
then to further their studies, they join 
the adults in the sanctuary and become 
part of the congregation to participate 
in the service. 

“It is wonderful to see the children 
learning Torah, being part of the ser-

vice and building confidence in prepa-
ration to their Bar or Bat Mitzvah,” 
says Deena Kanoff, Membership VP at 
Temple Beth El. 

Over the last few weeks, the stu-
dents created art projects in class and 
then displayed them for all to see. 
They even planted a tree in Israel and 

proudly showed off their certificate! In 
March, they learned all about the Pu-
rim holiday and made their own Purim 
masks. Classes are small so the chil-
dren get individual attention. 

To inquire about Shabbat school, 
call the temple office at 941.755.4900 
or go to www.bethel-fl.org.

Students display their art projects

Amelia and Micah Clark 
with hand-made Purim masks
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https://www.jfedsrq.org/step
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Temple Sinai  
celebrates Purim
By Gail Glickman

Purim is one of the most joyous 
holidays on the Jewish calendar 
and The Gan at Temple Sinai 

kids were delighted to show off their 
costumes at the Purim Parade in the 
parking lot on March 11. 

Children ages 15 months to five 
years arrived at school in costume all 
excited about the fun parade. Students 
and teachers marched around shaking 
their groggers (noise makers) while 
families watched from the parking lot 
and cheered.

All week long the children at 
The Gan learned about the holiday. 
They listened to stories, helped bake  
hamantashen, and created groggers 
and masks. Geveret Laura Freedman, 
Director of Early Childhood Educa-
tion, gave a special presentation of the 
Purim story with puppets representing 
the main characters. The students were 
enthralled by Laura’s storytelling and 
shook their groggers and “booed” ev-
ery time the name of the evil Haman 
was mentioned. Geveret Laura ex-
claimed, “It was a wonderful Purim 
celebration for the entire Gan commu-
nity!”

Religious school students and 
youth group members participated in 
the mitzvah of preparing mishloach 
manot on March 6. It is a traditional 
Purim obligation to send food packag-
es to friends and family. These beau-
tiful treat-laden bags, prepared by the 
students, included hamantashen and 
were distributed to families of The 
Gan, religious school and synagogue. 

Bethany Leinweber, Director of 
Youth Education, said, “It is a true 
mitzvah for our young students to be 
engaged in an activity that benefits the 
younger and the older community. It 
links multiple generations at Temple 
Sinai and connects them in a very spe-
cial way.” 

Micah Lifrak, a 5th grader, shared 
his excitement: “It makes me feel good 
that the things I made went to people 
who needed them and made them hap-
py.”

Rabbi Samantha Kahn shared her 
thoughts: “In the face of continuing 
antisemitism to this day, we celebrate 
Purim with great excitement and joy 
because living fully and proudly is the 
best revenge against those who would 
seek to harm us.”

For more information about Tem-
ple Sinai youth programs, please con-
tact Bethany at bleinweber@temple 
sinai-sarasota.org.

Indie Lewis is Wonder Woman

Lillian Rupp can’t hide her excitement

Leah Quattro, Camden Moustoukas and Yanai August lead The Gan parade

ENJOYENJOY
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JFEDSRQ.org/Events

JEWISH EVENTS!

START YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY TODAY!
Contact Bethany Leinweber:

Directory of Youth Education, Outreach & Engagement
941-726-7732  or  bleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

TAKING GRADES K-7 ON A
JEWISH JOURNEY...

Holocaust, Genocide  
and Tolerance Education

jfedsrq.org
941.371.4546

Your story of survival moved  
 me and I will remember you  

for the rest of my life.
– North Port High School Student
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Invite a Holocaust 
survivor to your school, 

synagogue or library.  

To book a speaker, contact Anne Stein
HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU COORDINATOR 

luvhula@gmail.com 

#NEVERFORGET

Since 2014, 

12,000  
area students  

have heard testimony  
from Holocaust survivors

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
https://www.jfedsrq.org/
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Sarasota-Manatee Chevra Kadisha

For more information about the non-profit, 
community, Jewish Burial Society, contact:
For men:        941-484-2790  
For women:  941-346-6446                              

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237

Submit your life cycle events (births, B’nai Mitzvah, anniversaries) 
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org. Photos welcome for births, weddings, 
engagements and B’nai Mitzvah; please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

 

50th Phil & Roz Lieberman
Temple Emanu-El
50th Elana & Mark Margolis
Temple Sinai
50th Dr. Jane Schnuer  
& Stephen Goldner
Temple Emanu-El
50th Ann & Al Treidel
Temple Beth Sholom
45th Bethamy & David Weinberger
Temple Beth Sholom
30th John & Monica Caldwell
Temple Emanu-El

ANNIVERSARIES
30th Francine & Steven Shogel
Temple Emanu-El
25th Marc & Sarah Soss
Temple Emanu-El
15th Sasha & Andrew Rosin
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple Emanu-El
10th Ilanit Klang-Geffre  
& Colin Geffre
Temple Emanu-El
5th Brian & Ali Albright
Temple Emanu-El

IN MEMORIAM
Sybil Berkwits, 93, of Sarasota, February 24
Syma Cheris Cohn, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of Albany, NY, March 22
Christopher T. Drake, 89, of Sarasota, March 8
Madonna J. Fazel, 75, of Sarasota, formerly of Cleveland, OH, March 13
Moshe Horowitz, 88, of St. Petersburg, March 19
Marjorie Lion Grodin, 98, of Beachwood, OH, March 11
Michael Hric, 71, of Osprey, formerly of Hammond, IN, March 9
Patricia Newman, of Venice, March 4
Iris Rappaport, 80, of Sarasota, formerly of Brooklyn, NY, March 11
Linda Wilson Regan, 72, of Lakewood Ranch, March 11
Ann S. Rosenthal (née Schoenberger), 86, of Sarasota, March 2
Leonard Stanley Ross, M.D, 94, of Barnstable, MA, March 9
Joy Monica Scott, of Port Charlotte, March 2
John Ward, 70, of Sarasota, March 3
Mark F Weaver, 65, of Bradenton, March 8
Marilyn Cohen Wolfson, 91, of Chevy Chase, MD, formerly of Norwood, 
MA, March 6

Honor someone
yyoouu  cchheerriisshh 
by making a donation  
in their memory.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115

Temple Sinai  
celebrates Purim

Religious school students and 
youth group members participated in 
the mitzvah of preparing mishloach 
manot on March 6. It is a traditional 
Purim obligation to send food packag-
es to friends and family. These beau-
tiful treat-laden bags, prepared by the 
students, included hamantashen and 
were distributed to families of The 
Gan, religious school and synagogue. 

Bethany Leinweber, Director of 
Youth Education, said, “It is a true 
mitzvah for our young students to be 
engaged in an activity that benefits the 
younger and the older community. It 
links multiple generations at Temple 
Sinai and connects them in a very spe-
cial way.” 

Micah Lifrak, a 5th grader, shared 
his excitement: “It makes me feel good 
that the things I made went to people 
who needed them and made them hap-
py.”

Rabbi Samantha Kahn shared her 
thoughts: “In the face of continuing 
antisemitism to this day, we celebrate 
Purim with great excitement and joy 
because living fully and proudly is the 
best revenge against those who would 
seek to harm us.”

For more information about Tem-
ple Sinai youth programs, please con-
tact Bethany at bleinweber@temple 
sinai-sarasota.org.

new homeshalom
If you have recently moved to our community  
or are new to our Federation, we want to know 
you! Our Shalom New Home Program is here to 
help you settle in our community, get you involved 
in our many programs and make new friends.

Please contact Lisa Feinman  
941.706.0034 • lfeinman@jfedsrq.org

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Stay informed throughout the month. Sign up for the Federation’s Enewsletter at jfedsrq.org.

https://www.rtsfunerals.com
https://www.jfedsrq.org/tribute
https://www.jfedsrq.org/new
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I’m the 
  new kid!

It’s only my first day,  

but in two years’ time,  

I’ll be ready to change someone’s life. 

Maybe that person is someone you love.

Help me reach my destiny, 
all at no cost to the one 
who needs me.

Donate today at guidedogs.org

I barely know my tail from my toes.

https://www.guidedogs.org

	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21: 
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: 
	Text27: 
	Text28: 
	Text29: 
	Text30: 
	Text31: 
	Text32: 
	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: 
	Text36: 
	Text37: 
	Text38: 
	Text39: 
	Text40: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: 
	Text44: 
	Text45: 
	Text46: 
	Text47: 
	Text48: 
	Text49: 
	Text50: 
	Text51: 
	Text52: 
	Text53: 
	Text54: 
	Text55: 
	Text56: 
	Text57: 
	Text58: 
	Text59: 
	Text60: 
	Text61: 
	Text62: 
	Text63: 
	Text64: 
	Text65: 
	Text66: 
	Text67: 
	Text68: 
	Text69: 
	Text70: 
	Text71: 
	Text72: 
	Text73: 
	Text74: 
	Text75: 
	Text76: 
	Text77: 
	Text78: 
	Text79: 
	Text80: 
	Text81: 
	Text82: 
	Text83: 
	Text84: 
	Text85: 
	Text86: 
	Text87: 
	Text88: 
	Text89: 
	Text90: 
	Text91: 
	Text92: 
	Text93: 
	Text94: 
	Text95: 
	Text96: 
	Text97: 
	Text98: 
	Text99: 
	Text100: 
	Text101: 
	Text102: 
	Text103: 
	Text104: 
	Text105: 
	Text106: 
	Text107: 
	Text108: 
	Text109: 
	Text110: 
	Text111: 
	Text112: 
	Text113: 
	Text114: 
	Text115: 
	Text116: 
	Text117: 
	Text118: 
	Text119: 
	Text120: 
	Text121: 
	Text122: 
	Text123: 
	Text124: 
	Text125: 
	Text126: 
	Text127: 
	Text128: 
	Text129: 
	Text130: 
	Text131: 
	Text132: 
	Text133: 
	Text134: 
	Text135: 
	Text136: 
	Text137: 
	Text138: 
	Text139: 
	Text140: 
	Text141: 
	Text142: 
	Text143: 
	Text144: 
	Text145: 
	Text146: 
	Text147: 
	Text148: 
	Text149: 
	Text150: 
	Text151: 
	Text152: 
	Text153: 
	Text154: 
	Text155: 
	Text156: 
	Text157: 
	Text158: 
	Text159: 
	Text160: 
	Text162: 
	Text161: 
	Text163: 
	Text164: 
	Text165: 
	Text166: 
	Text167: 
	Text168: 
	Text169: 
	Text170: 
	Text171: 
	Text172: 


