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Ukraine, Israel and Jewish freedom
By Shep Englander, Chief Executive Officer

Shep Englander

PAID POLITICAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

DISCLAIMER
This issue of The Jewish News contains paid 

political advertisements. The ads do not 
reflect the views of, or serve as endorsement 

by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Nothing is more central to Jew-
ish identity than Passover, our 
Festival of Freedom. For over 

2,000 years, we were the wandering 
Jews – a people 
with no country, 
no army. Every 
year at Passover, 
we said, “Next 
year in Jerusa-
lem.” 

After the Ho-
locaust, we real-
ized that “Never 

Again” requires having the military 
power to prevent Jews from ever again 
becoming the world’s perennial vic-
tims. Jews from every corner of the 
world joined together to make possi-
ble the birth and growth of the modern 
State of Israel. We see Israel’s success 

as the realization of our 2,000-year-old 
dream – being a free people in our land. 

Vladimir Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine ripped open an unprecedented 
new chapter in the history of Jewish 
power. This chapter reverses the basic 
assumptions that have defined us as 
Jews, and it raises painful moral dilem-
mas. 

For centuries, Ukraine led antise-
mitic nations in turning its Jews into 
victims. Ukraine perfected the pogrom. 
And Ukrainians enthusiastically assist-
ed the Nazis in murdering their Jewish 
neighbors. Russia’s recent invasion of 
Ukraine plunged Europe into crisis. 
When assistance from America and 
Europe fell short, whom did Ukraine 
turn to for help? The Jewish state.

The only world leader who flew 
to Russia to meet with Putin to medi-

ate was Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett. Israel also sent medical relief 
and field hospitals. IsraAID has estab-
lished support for all Ukrainian refu-
gees fleeing the border, Jewish or not. 
But Ukraine wanted even more from 
Israel. 

World leaders often make un-
reasonable demands on Israel. But 
in another reversal, the world leader 
demanding more of Israel is himself 
a proud Jew – Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky. He first request-
ed Israeli military aid and then asked 
that peace talks be hosted in Israel. He 
even turned Ukrainian Jews’ historical 
escape from Ukraine into a positive, 
arguing that, “Ukrainian immigrants 
were among Israel’s founders who 
brought with them their history and 

The Federation is proud to an-
nounce its hospitality partner-
ship with Constellation Culinary 

Group (Constellation), which will 
operate the Morganroth Event Center 
on the new Larry & Mary Greenspon 
Family Campus for Jewish Life. This 
premiere catering and event provider 
will serve as the exclusive caterer in 
the new 28,000 sq. ft. event spaces.

This exciting partnership is the re-
sult of months of relationship building, 
due diligence and negotiations led by 
Larry Haspel, who serves as chair of 
the event center committee, and Wayne 
Ruben, chair of the campus project. 
The decision-making process includ-
ed vetting several leading catering 
firms. We ultimately chose Constella-
tion because of its unequaled pursuit 
of quality, passion for our project and 
the aggressive revenue model that will  
advance our Federation’s mission.

“We are proud to partner with 
Constellation to provide the communi-
ty with a premier experience for small 
and large gatherings alike. Our site is 
unique in terms of its size and flexibil-

ity. Combined with Constellation’s ex-
ceptional food and stellar reputation, 
we are confident that we can offer our 
community a top-notch venue for or-
ganizational programs, family and life 
cycle events, galas, and business meet-
ings and conferences,” says Haspel. 
We are especially grateful to Deb 
Kabinoff for introducing Constellation 
to our Federation leadership.

One of the most prominent fea-
tures of the new space is the 10,000 sq. 
ft. Deanne and Arnold Kaplan Com-
munity Hall, which will accommodate 
up to 500 individuals for a seated meal 
or 1,000 participants in a lecture-style 
arrangement. Rooms of this size are in 
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Shep Englander...continued from previous page
their desire to build a great country, as 
it is now.”

Sadly, Israel’s desire to provide 
military aid to Ukraine is currently 
constrained. Israel needs her positive 
relationship with Russia to defend her 
people because Russia controls the 
territory inside Syria that Iran uses to 
launch proxy attacks on Israel. Israel 
understands the moral dilemma this 
creates: how to weigh her responsibili-
ty to protect her own people against her 
newfound power to help another peo-
ple seeking to live freely in their land.

Among all these reversals, one 
thing that has not changed is how 
American Jewish communities step 
forward to help Jews under fire no mat-
ter where. Ukraine’s estimated 200,000 
Jews continue to rely on the network 

built over decades of Jewish Federation 
support. Even before the crisis, every 
day of the year we have been there on 
the ground through our partner agen-
cies, the Joint Distribution Committee 
(JDC) and The Jewish Agency for Is-
rael (JAFI), helping the vulnerable, in-
cluding over 7,000 Jewish elderly and 
2,500 poor Jewish children. 

As we sit down to our Passover 
Seders, let us recognize the miracle 
born of our yearning for freedom – 
the miracle of a powerful, democratic 
Jewish state that can protect Jews any-
where, and that other freedom-loving 
people increasingly turn to for help. 
And let us remember the power each 
of us can have as long as we continue 
to join together to support Jews in need 
and all those fighting for freedom.

Kim Adler...continued from previous page
high demand in our two-county area 
and creates a unique value proposition 
for our Federation. 

Other notable features of the 
Morganroth Event Center include the 
expansive Mitchell Family Lobby, 
which will provide space for pre- or 
post-event receptions for as many as 
300 participants, and the J. Moravitz 
Multi-Purpose Rooms that can be con-
figured into one large or two separate 
rooms to accommodate groups of var-
ious sizes. 

The complex will also have ex-
pansive parking facilities with enough 
spaces to accommodate large groups 
visiting the center for events with 300+ 
parking spaces. The event center will 
be available for gatherings sometime 
in 2023.

The Constellation brand leads ca-
tering and event operations around 
the country, with over 19 locations in 
eight cities, including internationally 
renowned cultural institutions Carn-
egie Hall, the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, the New York Botanical Gar-
den, Clark Art Institute, and Pérez 
Art Museum Miami. Constellation 
entered the Sarasota market in spring 
2020 with the opening of the Saraso-
ta Art Museum, where it continues to 
serve as the exclusive catering partner  

and restaurant operator.
Chef Kaytlin Dangaran, who leads 

all culinary efforts at the Sarasota Art 
Museum, will work closely with the 
team at the Federation to create in-
novative menus for group functions 
and community activities. Having led 
restaurants within cultural institutions, 
she plans to create flavorful and visual-
ly appealing meals for the new facility 
by collaborating with local farmers in 
Southwest Florida. Constellation will 
curate all menus for the center’s inter-
nal events as well as external events/
facility rentals in the onsite 3,000 sq. ft. 
kosher-style kitchen, offering the same 
innovative culinary practices that the 
brand is known for in regional markets 
across the country. 

The Federation feels confident that 
the partnership with Constellation will 
enable us to establish the Morganroth 
Event Center as a premier catering and 
event facility in Sarasota-Manatee. 

For more information about the 
event center, please contact me at 
kadler@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6300. 
For information about the Federa-
tion’s capital project, please contact 
Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement  
Officer, at development@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6305.

This gift will provide the opportunity 
for the children of Sarasota  
to have wonderful camp  
memories that last forever.  
Campers leave camp, but  
camp never leaves you.

JFEDSRQ.org/ProudStrong

Why WE belong

Tommy and Karen Bernstein  
CAMP MARCI LYNN  
(named for their daughter)

CRISIS IN 
UKRAINE
$20 million needed  
to support and save the lives of  
           Jewish families in Ukraine.

Our Federation partners, the  Joint Distribution Committee, the Jewish 
Agency for Israel and World ORT, are on the ground providing critical 
welfare services for tens of thousands of vulnerable Jews across Ukraine. 
Together we will provide food, medicine, warm clothing, and other 
material support to those sheltering in place and those who have fled  
the conflict zone.

Visit  JFEDS.org/CrisisInUkraine  
to learn more and make  
your contribution today.

941.371.4546

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

Chai Society
M E M B E R S H I P

We congratulate and thank...
 these donors who have supported the work of  
 The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee with
  annual contributions for 18 or more years.*

JFEDSRQ.org

Please contact Lisa Feinman  
with any questions or corrections  
at lfeinman@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.706.0034.

*This list reflects contributions through December 31, 2021 and is based on records dating  
back to 1990. We look forward to adding names each year as donors reach this milestone.

The following donors reached this impressive milestone 
in 2021 and we are pleased to welcome them as new 
Chai Society Members. It is with the greatest respect 
and appreciation that we recognize their long-standing 
commitment to our mission to strengthen Jewish life and 
identity in our community, provide for Jewish people in 
need, and promote support for Israel.

 
 BRUCE BLACK AND SUSAN MARKS
 LAWRENCE AND BARBARA HANKIN
 LINDA AND SAMUEL KLAFTER
 RUTH AND HAROLD KORNMAN
 PAUL AND LORETTA RABIN
 NORMA H. SCHATZ
 FRED AND ROBERTA SHANDER

http://www.jfeds.org/crisisinukraine
https://www.jfedsrq.org/proudstrong
https://www.jfedsrq.org/
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Here’s “to Life” on the Gulf Coast
Committed to the Jewish Community for over 20 years,  

Stacy is passionate about real estate and strives  
to build ever-lasting relationships based on exceptional service, 

uncompromising values and a strong work ethic.

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

 1605 Main Street • Sarasota, FL 34236 • 941.951.6660

L’Chayim

Hateful flyers: How to respond  
and keep our community safe  
By Thomas Baugher, Community Security Director

Members of our community 
were shocked on the morn-
ing of February 11 to find 

hateful antisemitic flyers littered on or 
near their property. The group that did 
this is well known to law enforcement 
and the Anti-Defamation League. Its 
goals are simple: spread hate and 
draw attention to itself. It aims to be 
shocking to draw traffic to its website 
and internet channel and sell merchan-
dise. For this reason, I will not men-
tion it by name. It does not deserve that 
recognition. However, if you would 
like more specifics on this group and 
its modus operandi, please visit adl.
org/resources/backgrounders/goyim- 
defense-league. 

The local law enforcement re-
sponse to this incident was immediate 
(both seen and unseen). Patrols were 
increased in the affected areas and an 
internal police briefing was held in 
short order.

Unfortunately, this will not be the 
last time such an incident occurs. This 
hate group continues to conduct flyer 
drops. To date, flyers have been dis-
tributed in Florida, Illinois, Colorado, 
Virginia, Texas, California, Maryland, 
Oregon, Wisconsin, Idaho and Ohio. 
No direct attacks have been attribut-
ed to the language of these flyers, but 
what concerns everyone is the violence 
they may foment.

Members of this group have been 
interviewed by law enforcement, and 
further efforts have been made to as-
sess their propensity to violence. When 
members have been arrested, it was for 
crimes unrelated to these flyer drops 
(one for possessing an illegal license 
plate flipper and one for soliciting sex 
from a minor). 

The language and distribution 
of these flyers is strategically done 
to avoid running afoul of criminal 
law. Occasionally, flyer drops can be 
prosecuted if they contain what is le-
gally considered to be a “true threat.” 
While I am a licensed attorney, this ar-
ticle will not delve into the nuances of 
First Amendment jurisprudence, but I 
will make a few observations. 

In order to prosecute this as a lit-
tering violation, the police would have 
to show that they cite each person who 

leaves an unsolicited flyer (e.g., an ad-
vertisement under your car windshield 
for window tinting, gym memberships, 
home repair, etc.). That would demon-
strate that the ordinance enforcement 
is “content neutral” and the defendant 
is not being singled out based on the 
language of the flyer – however repre-
hensible. Additionally, in the few cases 
where it has been possible to prove a 

violation of a misdemeanor or code, 
the penalty is usually a small fine.

In my past career, I have been 
down this proverbial road many times 
in discussions with the State Attorney’s 
Office and the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 
In fact, I discussed this most recent in-
cident with the State Attorney (as well 
as the Chief of Police and Sheriff). 
How to react to future flyer drops
Unfortunately, flyer drops are not going 
to stop in our area or nationwide. How 
can we best react to future incidents, 
protect ourselves and our families, and 
not let hate groups win? 

In the aftermath of a future flyer 
drop, the steps below are considered 
best practices: 

 � Photograph the flyer where you 
find it.

 � Pick up the flyer (preferably with 
gloves on or another type of barrier 
like a plastic bag) and take it out of 
circulation.

 � Place this flyer where it belongs – 
in the trash.

 � Alert local law enforcement.
 � Alert the Secure Community 

Network (SCN) Duty Desk at 
844.726.3375. The Duty Desk will 
create an Incident Log, alert me 
and alert federal law enforcement.

 � Check any doorbell or perimeter 
video cameras to see if you have 

footage of the flyer drop. What 
helps law enforcement most is 
footage of the vehicle. Obviously, 
the gold standard would be video 
showing the license plate. 

 � Finally – and almost most impor-
tantly – be careful how you post 
this incident to social media (if 
at all). This can require some dis-
cipline. Remember, these hate 
groups need the oxygen of publici-
ty. Do not give it to them. If you do 
post something (and I understand 
why), please do not repeat the 
message of the materials or name 
the group. If you post a picture of 
the flyer, do so at an angle so the 
words are not legible. Otherwise, 
we are giving the group free pub-
licity and inadvertently spreading 
its message.
I had not yet reported to the Fed-

eration on the morning of the last flyer 
drop. My intent for the future is to send 
out an SCN Alert to all members who 
have so registered, notifying them of 
the discovery of such flyers, reminding 
them of the steps outlined above, and 

providing any other specific and tai-
lored instructions and advisories.

Finally, please sign up for train-
ing that is offered through SCN. These 
trainings cover such things as situa-
tional awareness, countering active 
threats (i.e., when someone is trying 
to hurt you) and first aid. Additionally, 
I will be offering workshops and sup-
plemental training on topics including 
internet safety, investment fraud, in-
sights into the inner workings of hate 
groups, improvised explosive aware-
ness and home defense. I believe that 
training and thinking through your 
response to adverse situations will 
empower you to lead your life not in 
fear, but in a healthy state of confident 
vigilance. Remember that Noah began 
building the ark before the rain started.

Thank you for your attention, and 
I look forward to meeting and working 
with everyone in the future!
Thomas Baugher, a former FBI agent, 
recently joined The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee as its new Com-
munity Security Director. He can be 
reached at tbaugher@jfedsrq.org.
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Jewish Film Festival closing event chairs Sandy Hayden, Marsha Eisenberg and Nadia Ritter

Marsha Eisenberg chairs another  
successful Jewish Film Festival
By Gayle Guynup

With another successful year 
of The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee’s Mort 

Skirboll Jewish Film Festival behind 
us, event chair Marsha Eisenberg took 
a few moments to reflect on the event 
that has become a Sarasota favorite.

“This year’s Jewish Film Festival 
was once again a tremendous success,” 
she said, “and I am extremely proud 
of the films that were selected to be 
shown.”

“Working with Marsha Eisenberg 
as chair of this year’s film festival 
was so much fun for me,” said Jeremy  
Lisitza, Cultural Arts Manager. “Du-
ring Covid, she used tremendous cre-
ativity in bringing a large committee 
together each week to choose the best 
movies that we could possibly find. 
Not only was Marsha an outstanding 
chair of the festival, she is also one of 
my dear, dear friends,” he said.

As event chair, Marsha brought 
several changes to this year’s event, 
beginning with the movie selection 
process.

“Jeremy and I began with about 60 
or 70 trailers of potential films and be-
gan by narrowing that down to about 
24 films,” she explained. In the past, 
volunteer reviewers would then be 
divided into groups, with each group 
looking at four or five films and giv-
ing us their comments. “But because I 
strongly believe that when people vol-
unteer to be part of a committee they 

need to really be involved, and not just 
a name on a list, we did things a little 
differently this year.

“Every week we would send out 
three films for the entire committee to 
review. Then every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m., we would sit down as a commit-
tee (via Zoom), sometimes 20 people 
or more, and everybody would have a 
chance to give their comments on each 
movie, and we would vote,” Marsha 
explained. “Each committee member 
could vote on every film that was pro-
posed.

“It was the same when I was chair 
of the Federation’s scholarship com-
mittee. I made sure that every member 
of the committee was actively involved 
in reading and discussing the applica-
tions so they felt vested, not only in the 
committee, but the committee’s deci-
sions.

“I don’t ever want to be just a name 
on a list saying I participated in a cer-
tain committee, and I don’t think oth-
ers do either. We are there to work and 
make a difference,” she said. “If you do 
that, then your volunteers become vest-
ed, not just in that one committee, but 
in your organization, as well.”

Another change Marsha made this 
year related to the films the committee 
could review. “In the old days, the film 
had to have a Jewish theme. I changed 
it so that it could be any film that was 
produced, directed or had a major actor 
who was Jewish. It did not have to have 

a specifically Jewish theme,” she ex-
plained. “They are all wonderful films 
that are promoting Jewish authors, di-
rectors and actors. We tried to get a mix 
of different films that everyone could 
enjoy. It will be the biggest variety of 
films we have ever had,” she said.

She wasn’t finished there. Separat-
ing the patron dinner from the show-
ing of the film, moving it to the next 

day, adding an opening film brunch at 
Michael’s On East and making certain 
that guests had the option of seeing 
movies either at the Regal Hollywood - 
Sarasota or via Zoom, were all changes 
at this year’s festival. 

“With Covid, you have to give peo-
ple a choice. You can’t tell people they 
have to sit inside a theatre and can’t 
watch it at home. Every film was avail-
able for 24 hours for them to screen,” 
she said. “Hopefully, depending on 
Covid, we may not have to make that 
decision next year.”

Marsha said she has always loved 
all the arts. “I have always liked mov-
ies and felt that by working on this 

committee I could really make a dif-
ference,” she said. “I had enjoyed sup-
porting the film festival for a number 
of years and think it is one of the best 
events the Federation produces each 
year.” 

Marsha has participated in nu-
merous Federation committees 
over the years, culminating with 
being a member of the board. In 
addition to her work on the film fes-
tival, she has also headed an older- 
adult study, the scholarship committee, 

and the Federation’s 2019 Jewish com-
munity study by Brandeis, and briefly 
headed a committee that was to create 
a strategic plan for the organization.

Marsha is also on the Temple Beth 
Sholom board, a position, she says, she 
inherited from her late husband. “As 
Harry was winding down his business, 
he decided he wanted to get involved 
by joining the synagogue board. When 

he died, they asked me if I would fin-
ish his term and then I was voted on 
for an additional term. I felt I owed it 
to him to continue because it was very 
important to him. I have made a lot of 
friends there, as I have at Federation. I 
feel both are my family,” she said.

Marsha was born, raised and went 
to school in Detroit. She and Harry, 
who were both lawyers, lived in a sub-
urb of Detroit, Orchard Lake Village, 
and are the parents of two girls, Em-
ily and Jennifer, both of whom live 
in Florida. The two started coming to 
Florida in the mid-1980s to visit one 
of Harry’s friends who lived in St. Pe-
tersburg. After Marsha retired in 2000 

and Harry was winding down his own 
practice, they bought a condo and then 
a home on Longboat Key, where they 
lived until Harry passed away in 2019, 
and where Marsha still lives today.

While Marsha said she takes great 
pride in this year’s film festival, she is 
anxious to see reviews of the event and 
comments from the community before 
she starts thinking about and planning 
next year’s event. “I hope everyone en-
joyed it, as much as I enjoyed working 
on it.”

The registration deadline is Thursday, April 7, by noon. 
For more information, please visit our website 

www.templebethsholomfl.org/events or 
contact the office at 941-955-8121. 

Check the TBS website for the current Covid-19 policy. 
Put a table of eight together, or individuals are welcome 

to join a table of TBS family members.

Rabbi Altshuler looks forward to meeting 
members of our community.

 2022 Passover Seder
 invites you to join us for our 

Friday, April 15, 2022, 6:30 p.m.
1050 S. Tuttle Ave, Bldg. 2 Sarasota, FL 34237

Join us for a warm, interactive & fun Seder
A Traditional Passover Dinner with 

Seder led by Rabbi Altshuler 
& Cantor Newman 

Temple Beth Sholom
Sarasota's Conservative Synagogue

www.templebethsholomfl.org - 941.955.8121
 

info@templebethsholomfl.org -        TempleBethSholomFL

Catered by:
Members: 
Non-Members: 

Underwriter Level: $125.00 each
$65.00 each
$85.00 each

Jennifer Eisenberg, special guest Liza Asner and Marsha Eisenberg  
at the Mort Skirboll Jewish Film Festival opening brunch at Michael’s On East

http://www.templebethsholomfl.org
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Jewish Film Festival closing event chairs Sandy Hayden, Marsha Eisenberg and Nadia Ritter

Crisis in Ukraine: How Jewish Federations 
are responding
Staff Report

As this issue goes to press, Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
the resulting humanitarian cri-

sis is ongoing. The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee is participating 
in an emergency fundraising cam-
paign, led by The Jewish Federations 
of North America, to provide support 
to the Ukrainian Jewish community 
through our international partners: The 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee, The Jewish Agency for  
Israel and World ORT. 

The estimated 200,000 Jews living 
in Ukraine have been profoundly af-
fected by the invasion. The assistance 
we’re providing for them includes: 

 � Helping people make Aliyah to  
Israel 

 � Securing the local community and 
its institutions

 � Maintaining critical welfare services

 � Assisting internally displaced peo-
ple 

 � Providing temporary housing for 
people in transit

 � Securing five Jewish schools and 
training staff to manage crisis 
needs
To get the latest information about 

the situation and how you can help, 
go to jewishfederations.org/crisis-in-
ukraine2022.

Memories to last a lifetime: Students 
capture local Holocaust survivors’ stories
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

Sponsored by The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee, 
nearly 20 journalism and film 

students from Pine View School have 
embarked upon an extraordinary jour-
ney to learn the lessons of the Holo-
caust from those who bore witness: 
local Holocaust survivors. 

Under the direction of Pine View 
Journalism teacher Chris Lenerz and 
film teacher Mark Goebel, over the last 
few months the students were trained 
by local expert Joan Lowery and have 
been interviewing and filming 11 local 
survivors, capturing their stories with 
the goals of writing newspaper articles 
and creating a documentary.

“As a teacher, I’m always seeking 
out opportunities for students to make 
meaningful, ‘real world’ connections 
with what they’re learning, so when a 
project like this comes along, it is so 
very powerful on several levels,” says 

Lenerz. “The personal growth oppor-
tunity for the students, the chance for 
the survivors to feel heard by yet an-
other generation and the responsibility 
of adding to the historical record of 
these horrifying acts – this is important 
work, and I feel privileged to be a part 
of it.” 

During her interview with stu-
dent Alyson Mizanin, survivor Lora 
Tobias explained why she chooses to 
share her story and her hopes for the 
future. “I hope the generation of my 
granddaughter will do something to 
save this world, to care about it. It’s 
for them that we need a positive fu-
ture – not a destructive outlook on life 
where you hate other people. We are all 
in this world together, and if we don’t 
preserve it, it’s not going to last. My 
feeling is I want my grandchildren to 
have a good life and a wonderful world 

without hatred.”
Alyson’s thoughts after the in-

terview reveal that this was a truly 
life-changing experience for her. “I 
don’t think there are words that can 
wholly express my gratitude for this 
opportunity. I entered my interview 
with Lora Tobias worried whether I’d 
do her story justice, and I left it feel-
ing like a more illuminated American, 
teenager, global citizen and human, all 
around.”

Pine View’s Principal, Stephen P. 
Covert, wrote, “It is an honor and a 
blessing for us to be able to participate 
in this project and partner with the Jew-
ish Federation. Our school and commu-
nity are truly magical places, and one 
of the sayings we live by is, ‘To whom 
much is given, much is expected.’ Our 

students are challenged to give back to 
make our campus, our community and 
our world a better place.”

To find out more about this ex-
traordinary project and all of Federa-
tion’s Holocaust education programs, 
contact me at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 
941.228.3676.

Learning

A research fellow at the Institute 
of Sociology at the Romanian 
Academy, Dr. Krauss is a published 
art historian and media psycholo-
gist. He holds doctorates in His-
tory of Art from the University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden, and Social 
Psychology from the University of  
Bucharest, Romania.

A History of Antisemitism
The Cultural Origins of
Antisemitism

The Convenient Scapegoat

How new is the  
“new Antisemitism?”

Presented by Dr. Andre Krauss

•
•
•
•
Series will be offered  
May 2, 9, 16 and 23 
7:00 – 8:30PM
Via Zoom

For more information, please contact Bette Zaret 
941.228.3676 or bzaret@jfedsrq.org

941.371.4546 JFEDSRQ.org

If you’d like to help combat antisemitism through our Holocaust education and programming 
initiatives, please donate at JFEDSRQ.org/donate.

about 

FREE EVENT

To register, visit JFEDSRQ.org/events

COMBATING ANTISEMITISM FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

  FOUR-PART LECTURE SERIES
 Antisemitism Antisemitism

Sigmund & Lora Tobias are filmed by  
Pineview teacher Chris Lenerz during their 

interview by student Alyson Mizanin

Ginette Hersch being interviewed by students

https://www.jfedsrq.org/donate
https://www.jfedsrq.org/
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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People of the Book author/lecture series:  
Exploring the past and the future
By Gayle Guynup

continued on next page

The People of the Book series 
of events, sponsored by The 
Jewish Federation of Saraso-

ta-Manatee, concludes with three re-
nowned authors exploring topics that 
range from our past to our future. The 
first event will be held in person at the 
Jewish Congregation of Venice and on 
Zoom on Wednesday, April 6 at 7:00 
p.m. with Wayne Federman and his 
book, The History of Stand-Up. This 
will be followed by an event which can 
be viewed on Zoom on Wednesday, 
April 20 at 7:00 p.m. with Lisa Scot-
toline and her book, Eternal. The final 
event, which can be seen in person at 
Temple Emanu-El and on Zoom, will 
be held on Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 
p.m., will feature Dr. Michael Roizen 
and his upcoming book, The Great Age 
Reboot, as well as several of his most 
recent books.
Wayne Federman
The History of Stand-Up
Wayne Federman is an American co-
median, actor, author, writer, comedy 
historian and musician. He is noted for 
his numerous stand-up comedy appear-
ances in clubs, theaters and on televi-
sion. Federman, who has appeared on 
The X-Files, The Larry Sanders Show 
and Curb Your Enthusiasm, was also 
head monologue writer for NBC’s Late 
Night with Jimmy Fallon in its first sea-
son. He is the co-author of the Emmy 
Award-winning documentary, The Zen 

Diaries of Garry Shandling. The Histo-
ry of Stand-Up chronicles the evolution 
of this distinctly American art form – 
human beings standing on stage, alone, 
trying to get laughs – from its earliest 
pre-vaudeville performers to today’s 
comedians made popular on HBO and 
Netflix.

What makes a funny person a 
successful stand-up comedian?

Comedians usually see the world 
through a different lens than most peo-
ple. It’s called a sense of humor – like 
your other senses. So besides having 
that extra ability to see the ridiculous 
in everyday life, I’d also say curiosity 
and determination seem to be recur-
ring characteristics. For most comics, 

the initial point of entry is quite tough. 
When you are at your worst as a per-
former, you are also asked to navigate 
the most challenging gigs. So, perse-
verance and a tough skin can be quite 
helpful.

Do you have a favorite stand-up 
comedienne?

There are so many great come-
diennes. I’m partial to Phyllis Diller, 
Amy Schumer, Sarah Silverman, Maria 
Bamford and early Ellen DeGeneres. 
When I was researching my book, I 
became aware of an entertainer/im-
pressionist named Elsie Janis. She was 
the first to go overseas and entertain 
the troops in France during WWI. This 
was 1918, more than 20 years before 
Bob Hope, and the USO, took up that 
mantle. I have lots of comics whom 
I love: Victor Borge for his ability to 
merge highbrow musical entertainment 
with both cleverness and silliness; Jer-
ry Seinfeld for his high-level observa-
tional skills combined with air-tight 
joke construction – plus a legendary 
work ethic; Jack Benny for his gentle-
ness and timing; and Sam Kinison for 
opening new areas of acceptable com-
edy material and onstage performance 
techniques. 

How has comedy changed from 
the days of the Marx Brothers to to-
day’s most popular comedians? 

Obviously, the Marx Brothers 
came from an era where a lot of com-

edy was based on melting-pot ethnic 
stereotypes. Just look at the foundation 
of their act: Groucho is based on a Ger-
man stereotype, Harpo was originally 
an Irish character named Patsy Bran-

nigan, and Chico is 
playing straight-up 
Italian. So that has 
certainly changed. 
Back in vaude-
ville you couldn’t 
swear at all while 
doing your act – 
no “hells,” damns” 
or even “slobs.” 

Those comics would be shocked at the 
causal profanity used in a lot of mod-
ern stand-up. So, although social norms 
and acceptable language and subject 
matter continually change, the act of 
standing alone onstage and making a 
crowd laugh has remained constant for 
more than 150 years.

How has a show like Saturday 
Night Live impacted stand-up com-
edy?

NBC’s Saturday Night Live helped 
usher in an edgier comedy aesthetic. 
Topics that you wouldn’t see on, say, 
The Ed Sullivan Show, were embraced 
on late-night TV. But I would argue that 
the uncensored HBO stand-up specials 
that began just two months after SNL 
debuted in 1975, had a major impact 
as well. As these HBO specials gained 

Wayne Federman

http://www.jbstv.org
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cultural significance, the days of arrest-
ing comics for what they said in night-
clubs were over. Unfortunately, it came 
10 years late to help Lenny Bruce.
Lisa Scottoline / Eternal
Lisa Scottoline graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School and clerked for judges at state 
and federal appellate courts before be-
coming a litigator. After the birth of her 
daughter, she left the law profession 

and started writing. She has since writ-
ten more than 30 best-selling novels in-
cluding Look Again and Don’t Go, both 
of which reached No. 2 on The New 
York Times Best Seller List. Her novels 
have been translated into 30 languages 
and she has more than 30 million cop-
ies in print. Her newest book, Eternal, 
is a tale of loyalty and loss, family and 
food, and love and war, that unfolds 
over decades and is set in one of the 
world’s most beautiful cities at one of 
its darkest moments, as World War II 
is erupting.
You have said that this is the one 
book you have always dreamed of 
writing. Why?

As I will explain in detail in my 
talk, I’ve wanted to write this book 
ever since I took a course with the late 
Philip Roth when I was an undergradu-

ate at University 
of Pennsylva-
nia. During the 
course, I learned 
about the shock-
ing true events 
that took place 
in the so-called 
Ghetto of Rome, 
which has never 

been written about in popular Ameri-
can fiction before Eternal. The class 
changed my life and is a tribute to 
teachers everywhere, not only famous 
ones.

Why did you choose Eternal as 
the title of this book?

There are many layers to the title, 
among them that Rome is the Eternal 
City. Once readers are finished with the 
novel, they themselves will understand 
the resonance of the title and bring 
their own interpretation to it.

The historical details in this book 
are amazing. Can you tell us about 
your research?

Thank you so much, and I’ve been 
researching this novel for 40 years in 
every way imaginable. I have read ev-
ery nonfiction book on the subject, read 
many articles and fiction of the time, 
and visited Rome many times for my 
research. You can see videos I took on 
one of my trips as a companion piece to 
the book, and I also have an interactive 
map on my site that tours the sites of 
Eternal.

Was it challenging to veer so far 
from what readers have come to ex-
pect from a Lisa Scottoline novel?

Even though Eternal is set in Mus-
solini’s fascist era, I don’t regard it as 
a thematic departure from my other 
novels. It deals with issues I’ve always 
been moved by and written about for 
30 years, namely, love, family and jus-
tice.
Dr. Michael Roizen 
The Great Age Reboot
Dr. Michael Roizen is an Ameri-
can anesthesiologist and internist, an 
award-winning author and the chief 
wellness officer at the esteemed Cleve-
land Clinic. Dr. Roizen became famous 

for developing the Real Age concept 
and has authored or co-authored five 
No. 1 New York Times bestsellers. 
He has been praised for encouraging 
Americans to live healthier lives. In 
his upcoming book (to be published 
in September), The Great Age Reboot, 
he reveals how he believes current sci-
ence and technology will revolutionize 
our ability to live longer, younger and 
better to reach the ages of 100, 120 or 
even 130 years within the next decade.

Doesn’t living to be 100 or more 
seem a bit of a stretch in the age of 
chronic diseases and Covid?

Because of exponentially increas-
ing investments and the subsequent 
research work, sometime in the not-
too-distant future, your medical land-
scape may look like this: You will 
3D-print a new organ to replace a dis-
eased one. A robot will remove plaque 
from your arteries. If you have the 
gene that shows you are predisposed to  

Lisa Scottoline

Dr. Michael Roizen

colon cancer, one snip will cut that gene 
out of your DNA and colon cancer out 
of your future. Some 100 years ago, 
most people couldn’t imagine a world 
with antibiotics or immunizations, let 
alone MRI-guided robotic surgery 
performed in an operating room in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, by a surgeon 
in Cleveland, Ohio. But today these 
breakthroughs are commonplace. You 
won’t just be living longer. Instead, 
you’ll be extending the period between 
ages 30 and 60 to between 30 and 90. In 

1998, we believed 
60 could be the 
new 40. In 2030, 
that potential ex-
pands dramatical-
ly: 90 could be the 
new 40. Old age 
wouldn’t be, well, 
old.

Are cures to 
our major killers – cancer and heart 
disease – on the horizon?

Since most heart disease is caused 
by your choices that lead to bad self-ge-
netic engineering – food choices, lack 
of stress management, inactivity, lack 
of friends and purpose, toxins, etc. – 
you can control that now. And just as 
technology is teaching our immune 
system to attack cancers now, vac-
cines and other technologies will pre-
vent most cancers. Gene editing will 
help with cures for many cancers as 
well as the senescent cells and proteins 
that cause cardiovascular disease. So, 
there is more than an 80% probability 
that science will be able to reboot you 
to a much younger person for longer. 

The book explains that longevity will 
not be a problem a decade from now; 
it will be the solution. This longevity 
will be the next disruptor (the chip was 
the last one), but after the usual peri-
od of societal and emotional adjust-
ments, it will be a great boon to us and 
to you, especially if you prepare for it  
now.

What are some easy steps every-
one could take today to start on the 
right track to living longer?

I will give you five tips for you to 
personally prepare for the reboot: 
1. Change your attitude – you are a 

genetic engineer for you. 
2. Only eat food you love and that 

loves your body back. 
3. Choose a team based on trust, hon-

esty, knowledge and curiosity to 
assess your body and brain.

4. Add speed to your body and brain. 
5. Manage stress, which includes cul-

tivating friends and a purpose for 
living.

Tickets
Tickets for the Wayne Federman event 
are $18 in advance to attend in person 
and $25 at the door, $10 for Zoom and 
$11.99 to purchase the book; for the 
Lisa Scottoline event, $10 for Zoom; 
and for the Dr. Michael Roizen event, 
$18 in advance for to attend in person 
and $25 at the door, $10 for Zoom and 
$28 to purchase a copy of the book. 
To purchase tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/
books. 

For more information on the Peo-
ple of the Book series of events, con-
tact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or at 941.343.2113. 
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For a complete schedule of 
events, ticket information, 
author bios, book synopses 

and a 16-page brochure, 
visit jfedsrq.org/books.

www.hotworks.org   Facebook.com/HotWorksArtShows   Instagram @HotWorksArtShows   Joan Michlin & Skip Ennis, Jewelry Sculpture

COVID safety guidelines in place: Social distancing, all booths spread apart, face coverings recommended and more

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show
At Phillippi Estate Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale by the Artist Present at the Show
Saturday, April 2 & Sunday, April 3 ~ 10am-5pm Daily

Great food available on-site!
Free Admission; Parking $5 supports

Plus! Call for Youth Art Competition grades K-8 or ages 5-13. More info www.ArtsAndEducationInc.org

See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™ 

April 2 & 3, 2022
At Phillippi Estate Park, Sarasota

HotWorks.org 9th

Sarasota Open Air Fine Art Show™

https://www.jfedsrq.org/books
http://www.artsandeducationinc.org
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Feminism, finance and 
the power of giving
By Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement Officer

When high profile women like 
Mackenzie Bezos and Me-
linda Gates make news for 

their charitable giving, they bring the 
issue of wom-
en and philan-
thropy into the 
mainstream. In 
the Jewish Fed-
eration world, 
though, women 
philanthropists 
have been mak-
ing history for 
at least 50 years. 

Women have great influence over 
charitable decision-making, but non-
profits have historically struggled to 
adapt to engage them and their poten-
tial philanthropic dollars. Fifty years 
ago, two Miami women, Norma Kipnis 
Wilson z”l and Toby Friedland z”l, had 
a vision: a society of generous wom-
en who would take the lead in Jewish 
philanthropy. 

They created the Lion of Judah, 
a giving program that celebrates the 
collective power of women’s philan-
thropy and has secured more than 
$590,000,000 for Federations in en-
dowments as well as about a billion 
dollars in Annual Campaign contribu-
tions. Today, there are 18,000 Lions 
of Judah and 4,200 Endowed Lions of 
Judah around the world. 

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee inspires women to become 
leaders and decision-makers. We em-
power women at every stage of life in 

IDF Shabbat returns
By Jessi Sheslow, Teen and Family Programs Manager

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee is fortunate to 
have a growing, vibrant Jewish 

Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
(STEP) teen community as well as 
Gulf Coast Hillel on the local college 
campuses. 

Each year, one of the ways Fed-
eration provides an opportunity for 
these two groups to get together to 
meet and mingle is at the IDF Shabbat. 
The students hear stories from former 
IDF soldiers thanks to Federation’s 
partnership with StandWithUs. After 
a two-year pause on large gatherings 
like this one, this year we were able to  

Gustavo Trope Mayer, Gabrielle Meese, Micah Levine
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CHRISTOPHER S. LITTLE, M.D. and STEVEN W. FINEMAN, M.D.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. EXTRAORDINARY CARE.

Call (941) 954-9990 
Visit www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com

A concierge practice devoted to internal medicine and wellness.

Feminism, finance and 
the power of giving
By Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement Officer

When high profile women like 
Mackenzie Bezos and Me-
linda Gates make news for 

their charitable giving, they bring the 
issue of wom-
en and philan-
thropy into the 
mainstream. In 
the Jewish Fed-
eration world, 
though, women 
philanthropists 
have been mak-
ing history for 
at least 50 years. 

Women have great influence over 
charitable decision-making, but non-
profits have historically struggled to 
adapt to engage them and their poten-
tial philanthropic dollars. Fifty years 
ago, two Miami women, Norma Kipnis 
Wilson z”l and Toby Friedland z”l, had 
a vision: a society of generous wom-
en who would take the lead in Jewish 
philanthropy. 

They created the Lion of Judah, 
a giving program that celebrates the 
collective power of women’s philan-
thropy and has secured more than 
$590,000,000 for Federations in en-
dowments as well as about a billion 
dollars in Annual Campaign contribu-
tions. Today, there are 18,000 Lions 
of Judah and 4,200 Endowed Lions of 
Judah around the world. 

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee inspires women to become 
leaders and decision-makers. We em-
power women at every stage of life in 

the fulfilling work of making the world 
a better place. From our teen engage-
ment programs encouraging young 
women to step forward and share their 
voices, to MOMentum helping wom-
en transform themselves, their families  
and their communities, the Federation is 
here to be their change-making partner.

One way to get involved is by join-
ing the Women’s Giving Circle, which 
empowers women as philanthropists. 
Each year, the members distribute 
grants to nonprofit organizations in Is-
rael that help fulfill our mission.

This spring, two signature events 
return in person for women to gath-
er and enjoy the collective power of 
women’s philanthropy. On March 24, 
the Lion of Judah and Pomegranate 
Luncheon welcomed Carolyn Gitlin, 
National Women’s Philanthropy Chair 
of The Jewish Federations of North 
America, as well as Debra Barton 
Grant, Associate Vice President of 
LiveSource. And at our annual Wom-
en’s Day event, on April 4, the beloved 
novelist Jennifer Weiner will be the 
featured speaker. Both events connect 
women to share their love of leader-
ship, community impact and their own 
power to make a difference.

Together, through giving and 
hands-on community service, women 
are building and supporting Jewish 
life in Sarasota-Manatee, in Israel and 
around the world – for today and for 
generations to come. 

To learn more, please contact me at 
941.552.6305 or hgilpin@jfedsrq.org.

Whether it’s a missile attack, a new Covid variant, or serious car crash, your  
gift to Magen David Adom ensures its 30,000 emergency medical technicians  
and paramedics have the supplies and resources they need to save lives. So this  
Passover, while you recount the story of the Jews’ redemption from slavery,  
your gift will help modern-day Israelis survive the threats they face today.

Make a gift to Magen David Adom today. Pesach kasher v’sameach.

afmda.org/passover

It’s not manna from heaven,  
but this Passover, provide something just as  
crucial to the survival of the Israeli people.

KEREN
MIZRAHI

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP

COMMERCIAL BROKER

Call or Text

941-726-3816
Mizrahikeren@gmail.com

BazManagment.com

Hermione Gilpin

IDF Shabbat returns
By Jessi Sheslow, Teen and Family Programs Manager

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee is fortunate to 
have a growing, vibrant Jewish 

Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
(STEP) teen community as well as 
Gulf Coast Hillel on the local college 
campuses. 

Each year, one of the ways Fed-
eration provides an opportunity for 
these two groups to get together to 
meet and mingle is at the IDF Shabbat. 
The students hear stories from former 
IDF soldiers thanks to Federation’s 
partnership with StandWithUs. After 
a two-year pause on large gatherings 
like this one, this year we were able to  

safely resume the program. 
The event was sponsored by STEP, 

the Robert and Esther Heller Commu-
nity Relations Committee, Gulf Coast 
Hillel, Chabads of Downtown Sarasota 
and West Bradenton, and StandWithUs 
of the Southeast. We are proud to fulfill 
our mission in this way, by providing 
our teens and college students with 
speakers who have firsthand experi-
ence defending the State of Israel. 

Ahron Levin, Southeast High 
School Coordinator at StandWithUs 
and a lone soldier (non-Israeli who 
joined the IDF with no family ties in 
Israel), joined us to tell his story after 

we welcomed Shabbat, with the 
blessings led by our local STEP 
seniors. Dinner was a kosher meal 
arranged by Rabbis Zev and Levi 
Steinmetz from the Chabads of 
Downtown Sarasota and West 
Bradenton, a partnership for 
which we are grateful.

We also thank Bob and Esther 
Heller for their steadfast support 
of this program throughout the 
years as we bring a little bit of Is-
rael to the local teens and college 
students – which is their dream. 

To learn more about STEP or 
Gulf Coast Hillel, please contact 
me at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2109, or visit jfedsrq.org/
step or gchillel.wordpress.com.

Gustavo Trope Mayer, Gabrielle Meese, Micah Levine

Ella Collier, Tamen Prada, Alivia Graber

http://www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com
http://www.bazmanagment.com
http://www.afmda.org/passover
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Volunteer Spotlight
A snowbird fortifies his two nests,  
benefiting many in need
By Sandy Chase

Steve Shapiro, a Wooster, Ohio, 
snowbird, weaves his two nests 
with altruism. Besides serving 

as chair of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee’s Overseas Grant-
ing Committee (OGC), he dedicates 
himself to many hometown nonprofits.

“The Jewish values of Tikkun 
Olam and Tzedakah were instilled in 
me,” says Steve, remembering his par-
ents, Sally and Sam Shapiro z”l, whose 
vision and philanthropy helped create 
the Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
(STEP) at the Federation. 

More than five years ago, past 
Board President Patti Wertheimer in-
vited Steve to join OGC. “His passion 
for world travel, his global perspective 
and his family’s dedication to philan-
thropy made him a perfect choice,” 
says Patti.

Enticed by determining where 
Federation money goes overseas, Steve 
accepted Patti’s invitation and never 
looked back. 

“OGC reviews grant requests based 
on need and the financial efficiency of 
the nonprofit, such as the percentage 
of administration costs versus program 
costs,” says Steve. “Our greatest chal-
lenge is the number of excellent re-
quests we receive versus the amount of 
money we have to distribute.” 

Steve’s experience as a trustee of 

Wayne County Community Founda-
tion, CEO of Metallics Recycling Inc. 
and Board Chair of Wooster Iron and 
Metal Company helped prepare him 
for this role. “Steve’s 
executive career and 
expertise in evaluat-
ing grants have been 
a boon to the commit-
tee, Federation and 
our community,” says 
past OGC Chair Steve 
Lewis. “It’s not often 
that you can see some-
one ardently living the 
Federation mission, 
especially with regard 
to our support of Isra-
el.” 

Jeremy Lisitza, Cultural Arts Man-
ager at the Federation, says, “It’s been 
wonderful working with Steve. He cre-
ates a committee atmosphere that’s as 
relaxed and unpretentious – as haimish 
– as he is.” 

OGC member Lori Liner is a close 
friend of Steve and his wife Cheryl, 
who also epitomizes Jewish values. 
Lori captures Steve’s essence: “He 
gives not for the recognition but be-
cause he’s compassionate and wants 
to make life better for those in need. 
He will be there at the drop of a hat if 
someone needs him.”

In Ohio, Steve’s volunteer work 
has focused on helping at-risk youth, 
as exemplified by board memberships 
with The Viola Startzman Free Clinic, 

the largest free clinic 
in the state; Boys & 
Girls Club of Wooster; 
and STEPS (Substance 
Abuse Treatment, Ed-
ucation and Prevention 
Services). 

He and Cheryl 
co-founded the SPOT, 
a youth center of the 
Wooster YMCA, and 
in 2015 they funded 
the Cheryl and Ste-
phen Shapiro Center 
for the Expressive 

Arts, helping impaired youths through 
art therapy.

Steve’s favorite pastimes include 
nature photography; reading; visiting 
his eight grandchildren, three children 
(William, Rachel and Joshua) and their 
spouses; and watching birds in their 
natural habitat. He also lists support-
ing nonprofits because he finds Tikkun 
Olam so rewarding.

Steve sees mutual benefits for Fed-
eration and volunteers. “Federation 
always needs volunteers. It’s essential 
to fulfilling its mission. As a retiree, 
volunteering can give your life pur-

pose. For those employed, it can give 
meaning to an otherwise stressful work 
atmosphere.”

When asked where else he’s vol-
unteered at Federation, Steve answers, 
“OGC is the first.” We can say that his 
Federation story is just beginning. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
there are many ways to contribute and 
be part of the volunteer life at the Fed-
eration. For more information, please 
contact Jeremy Lisitza, Cultural Arts 
Manager, at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@
jfedsrq.org.

Assisted Living Facility #8951

Skyrocketing property values mean the time is now to sell your home and lock in 
your rent rate at Aviva for 5 years. Protect yourself from rising inflation — and be 
part of a safe, secure, and thriving independent living community!

Sign by April 15th. Call 941.225.8369 today!

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

* 5 Year Rate Lock applies to Independent Living Rental Agreements only, for the length of the lease, or until 5 years from lease 
signing. This cannot be used in combination with any other sales offer. Limited time only offer. Expires  April 15, 2022. 1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235

A COVID Vaccine Mandated Campus  

Limited Time OFFER

Steve Shapiro

STAY  
CONNECTED

.com/jfedsrq

http://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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Artwork by Israeli children from diverse backgrounds adorned  
the streets of Old Jaffa this winter, thanks to Federation funding

Volunteer Spotlight
A snowbird fortifies his two nests,  
benefiting many in need

This series highlights mission-based 
programs and projects that are sup-
ported by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. These ini-
tiatives are funded by the Annual 
Campaign. The series helps to ex-
plain where your generous dollars 
are spent and features initiatives 
that enrich the lives of Jews living 
in Sarasota-Manatee, local projects 
with area partners, and overseas 
programs that support the social and 
humanitarian needs of Jews in Israel 
and around the world. Your generous 
support is found in our tenet… To 
strengthen Jewish life and identity 
in our community. (See the article 
below.)

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

Shonim B’Yachad exhibit 
opens in Israel
Staff Report

Artwork created by Israeli chil-
dren from diverse ethnic, re-
ligious and socioeconomic 

backgrounds was on display this past 
winter in the Old City of Jaffa, Israel, 
thanks to funding by The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee. The 
Daniel Centers for Progressive Juda-
ism, which supports and advocates for 
pluralism in Israel, opened the Shonim 
B’Yachad (Embracing Our Differences 
in Israel) exhibit in December 2021, 
following several delays due to the 
pandemic and the May 2021 outbreak 
of violence in Israel.

Inspired by the Sarasota-based 
nonprofit organization Embracing Our 
Differences, of which the Federation 
is a community partner, Shonim 
B’Yachad also centers around an out-
door exhibit of art celebrating the range 
of human experience.

The power of Shonim B’Yachad 
and the influence that children can have 
were demonstrated through the artwork 
of Adam Tartir, a young Arab Israeli. 
Tartir drew a face, half Arab and half 
Haredi Jew, at the height of the tension 
between the Arab and Jewish commu-
nities in Israel last May. His artwork 
circulated on social media, prompting 
calls for more dialogue and discussion 
between people and communities.

Shonim B’Yachad collaborated 
with 26 schools attended by children 

from Jewish, Arab and Bedouin popu-
lations as well as at-risk, developmen-
tally and physically challenged, and 
refugee children. This program brings 
essential lessons to Israeli youth of all 
backgrounds in the hopes that they will 
implement these values in their lives 
today, and partner in building a more 
accepting, stronger world in the future. 

This is the seventh year that the Fed-
eration has collaborated with The Dan-
iel Centers to fund Shonim B’Yachad. 
“Witnessing the billboard-sized art-
work on the walls at the Port of Jaffa 
was an emotional and proud moment 
for all of us fortunate Sarasota visitors 
and supporters of both our local Em-
bracing Our Differences and The Dan-
iels Center for Progressive Judaism,” 
said Patti Wertheimer, a past president 
of the Federation who was involved 
in launching the project. “A few years 

later I was fortunate to 
again witness the Shonim 
B’Yachad display in the 
Dizengoff Center and to 
participate in the ceremo-
ny honoring some of the 
students and artists whose 
artwork was chosen.”

Shonim B’Yachad has 
gained much visibility in 
Israel. In a 2015 letter, for-
mer Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu wrote, 
“I commend The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee for 
initiating this project in Israel and I 
thank everyone involved for promot-
ing the values that are in the core of 
Jewish and Israeli life.” Also in 2015, 
Nechama Rivlin, z”l, former First 
Lady of Israel, wrote, “This exhibition 
can teach us all a lesson about humani-
ty, tolerance and inclusion. On patience 
and the love of humankind. We must 
have this hope, the ability of the youth 
to feel, even beyond what you see. To 
look forward.”

Educating Jewish Minds Enriching Jewish HeartsEngaging Jewish Lives
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pose. For those employed, it can give 
meaning to an otherwise stressful work 
atmosphere.”

When asked where else he’s vol-
unteered at Federation, Steve answers, 
“OGC is the first.” We can say that his 
Federation story is just beginning. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
there are many ways to contribute and 
be part of the volunteer life at the Fed-
eration. For more information, please 
contact Jeremy Lisitza, Cultural Arts 
Manager, at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@
jfedsrq.org.
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givingchallenge.orggivingchallenge.org

for 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

and make a secure online donation

#GivingChallenge2022#GivingChallenge2022

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
is thrilled to again participate in The Giving 
Partner’s 24-Hour Online Giving Challenge! 

This is your opportunity to support the causes 
important to you in Southwest Florida, like your 

Jewish Federation! With your generosity, our 
Federation could be eligible for matching funds 

as well as promotional dollars throughout  
the challenge.

941.371.4546   |   jfedsrq.org

givingchallenge.org #BeTheOne

Participate in 
#GivingChallenge2022#GivingChallenge2022  

and support The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.  

The 2022 Giving Challenge is presented by the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County with 
giving strengthened by The Patterson Foundation.

APRIL 26-27 • NOON-NOON

onon                                                                      and in-personand in-person

https://www.jfedsrq.org/
http://www.givingchallenge.org
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UNITED AGAINST HATE RALLY
02.20.2022

JFEDSRQ.org

United we stand

Hundreds take signs

Hundreds gathered in solidarity

Vickie Oldham, Commisioner Hagen Brody and Melanie Lavender

Congressman Vern Buchannan with Federation board president Bruce Udell

Larry Zaslavsky, Shep Englander, David Chaifetz, Barbara Ackerman,  
David Millstone, Patti Wertheimer

Sepi Ackerman with daughters Sienna and Ariana

The group that planned an attack on the Sarasota  
Jewish community in February probably didn’t intend 
for this result: strength, unity, and voices of many back-

grounds, ages and religions coming together as one. People 
from around the area came to Sarasota’s Bayfront Park for 
a unity gathering, nine days after hateful antisemitic fliers 
were littered throughout several Sarasota neighborhoods.  
Even as authorities were notified, Sepi Ackerman, a resident 
of one of the neighborhoods targeted, knew more had to  
be done. “The response was immediate. Everybody came 
together and we all decided that we were going to brain-
storm a way to respond to this in a positive manner and not 
let this divide us,” she said. And that’s how the United Against 
Hate campaign was created. The Federation covered the cost 
of the blue and white lawn signs that are popping up all over 
Sarasota in support. 

Representative Vern Buchanan (Florida 16th Congressional 
District) kicked off the rally with the decree,  “We must stand 
united against antisemitism. We must stand united against 
this evil ideology. We must stand united against hate.”  Rep. 
Buchanan stood in solidarity with local officials, social and 
community activists and representatives from the local rab-
binic as well as ministerial organizations and hundreds of cit-
izens. The message: this won’t be tolerated in our community 
or our society. 

We would like to express our gratitude to all those who at-
tended and supported this event: Rep. Vern Buchanan, Mayor 
Erik Arroyo, Commissioner Hagen Brody, Federation President 
Bruce Udell, Embracing our Differences Executive Director 
Sarah Wertheimer, Cherokee Park residents Sepi Ackerman 
and Dan DeLeo, President/CEO of the Sarasota African Amer-
ican Cultural Coalition Vickie Oldham, Rabbis Michael Shefrin 
and Chaim Steinmetz, Rev. Tom Pfaff and AJC West Coast Flor-
ida Brian Lipton. A very special thank you to spoken word art-
ist Melanie Lavender for her original performance Tattooed 
Arms and Brown Hands.

If you would like a  
UNITED AGAINST HATE  
yard sign, please register at  
bit.ly/UAHSign

https://www.jfedsrq.org/
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Educational community dialogues about 
“Confronting Antisemitism Together”
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

Over the last several months, 
continuing an educational 
community initiative started 

pre-Covid, The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee and Rabbi Ben 
Shull, of the Jewish Congregation of 
Venice and representing the Saraso-
ta-Manatee Rabbinical Association, 
have been engaging various commu-
nity organizations in dialogues about 
“Confronting Antisemitism Together.” 

Primarily through the Federation’s 

partnership with the Sarasota Min-
isterial Association (SMA), most of 
these programs have been presented to 
members of the SMA and their congre-
gations. However, recent presentations 
involved new graduates of the Sarasota 
Police Department and members of the 
local community.

This grassroots initiative couldn’t 
be timelier, as our community has wit-
nessed an increased incidence of hate-
ful expressions of antisemitism.

The “Confronting Antisemitism 
Together” dialogues emphasize that 
we should ALL be concerned about the 
resurgence of antisemitism because, 
historically, it is a threat to a democrat-
ic and free society. Antisemitic rhetoric 
quickly migrates into discrimination 
and can result in violence, and margin-
alization of one group leads to margin-
alization of other groups.

By educating various community 
groups about the origins and current 

manifestations of antisemitism, we are 
spreading the message that all of us can 
stand up and resist, reject and refuse all 
expressions and forms of hatred.

For more information about booking 
a community dialogue, please contact  
David Millstone, Chair of the Robert 
and Esther Heller Community Rela-
tions Committee, at crcchair@jfedsrq.
org.

Weiner brings her charm and wit to the 
podium, discussing her books, personal 
experiences and women’s search for 
a sense of self. In the same sharp and 
entertaining tone that fills her novels, 
Weiner wins over audiences with her 
unforgettable comedic style, making 
her an audience favorite.

 Sponsorship  Opportunit ies  Avai lable

Monday, April 4, 2022
11:30 am • Michael’s On East

Questions?  
Contact Hermione Gilpin 941.552.6305  
hgilpin@jfedsrq.org

Co-Chairs: Janis Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick

• Best-selling author of All Fall  
 Down and In Her Shoes 
• New York Times best-selling   
 author with over 11 million   
 copies in 36 countries
• Appears in Forbes magazine  
 list of “25 Working Moms to  
 Follow on Twitter”

jfedsrq.org/events

JENNIFER WEINERJENNIFER WEINER

MEDIA SPONSORS

Get your
tickets now!

20222022Women’ s 
Day  

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Get in the Passover spirit with PJ Library  
and Temple Emanu-El Tot Shabbat

Young Jewish and interfaith 
families are warmly invit-
ed to celebrate Shabbat and 

get into the Passover spirit at a spe-
cial Tot Shabbat on Saturday, April 
9 at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu- 
El. This wonderful morning is co- 
sponsored by PJ Library Sarasota- 
Manatee and is free and open to the 
community.

Tot Shabbat is one of Temple Ema-
nu-El’s signature monthly programs. 

It features playground time with old 
and new friends; blessings, songs and 
movement with Rabbi Michael She-
frin; age-appropriate Shabbat and hol-
iday activities; and goody bags filled 
with craft items, snacks, treats, small 
toys and other fun surprises.

In addition to these familiar fa-
vorites, attendees will enjoy making 
a fun Passover-themed craft with PJ 
Library’s Jessi Sheslow and me, hear-
ing a PJ Library story about the Pass-

over holiday, and learning about more 
opportunities to participate in Jewish 
family fun time with PJ Library and 
Temple Emanu-El.

“We are delighted to partner with 
PJ Library for this Tot Shabbat event,” 
Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Elaine Rose 
Glickman said. “Temple Emanu-El and 
community families benefit so much 
from the PJ Library program, and it’s 
exciting for us to join forces to make this 
month’s program extra special, mean-

ingful, impactful and fun! We hope 
everyone will come have a wonderful 
time celebrating Shabbat and getting 
their family ready for Passover.”

Families are encouraged to re-
serve their spot at sarasotatemple.
org/event-registration.html, or to call 
941.379.1997 for more information. 
Shabbat Shalom and Chag Pesach 
Sameach! Happy Passover!

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Staff Report

2021 – 2022
TORCH

S P O N S O R S
TORCHTORCH

S P O N S O R SS P O N S O R S

We offer our very deep appreciation  
to our 2021-22 Season Torch Sponsors! 

They support our Federation’s efforts to  
bring quality events and programs to our local  

community and help fund crucial services 
 for people in need here in Sarasota-Manatee,  

in Israel and around the world.

Howard Berman  
and Sharon Sexter

Edie and David Chaifetz
Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin

Debbie and Larry Haspel
  Rosenthal Roots Family Foundation 

Sylvia and Norman Samet
Bunny and Mortz”l Skirboll

Hadassah and Martinz”l Strobel
Lois Stulberg

jfedsrq.org

https://www.jfedsrq.org/
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Why is anti-Zionism antisemitic?
By David J. Millstone, Chair, Robert and Esther Heller Community Relations Committee

Matisyahu, a Jewish American 
singer, was scheduled to per-
form at a reggae festival in 

Spain. He was targeted by anti-Zion-
ists who used a campaign of pressure, 
coercion and threats against the festi-
val’s organizers. As a result, Matisya-
hu was asked to denounce Israel and 
express support for a Palestinian state 

as a condition for 
performing. No 
other artist was 
required to make 
a pledge of alle-
giance to perform 
at the festival. 
Ant isemit ism? 
Absolutely.

The student 
union at the University of Toronto op-
posed a campaign to provide kosher 
food on campus because the Jewish or-
ganization that promoted the campaign 
“supported Israel.” Antisemitism? Ab-
solutely.

Anti-Zionists protested the sale of 
kosher foods at a Tesco supermarket in 
Birmingham, England. Their protest 
spilled into the store and product was 
destroyed and staff was intimidated. 
In London, a manager of a Sainsbury 
store ordered the kosher food section 
emptied in response to protests by an-
ti-Zionists. Antisemitism? Absolutely.

The Washington, D.C., chapter of 
the Sunrise Movement, a green activ-
ist organization, demanded that Zion-
ist groups be removed from a voting 
rights rally. Antisemitism? Absolutely.

On college campuses, Jewish stu-
dents are blocked from participation in 
activities unrelated to Israel simply be-
cause they are perceived as Zionists or 
supporters of Zionism, or because they 
refuse to denounce Israel. Antisemi-
tism? Absolutely.

At the Federation’s Community 
Lecture in February, Israeli actress, 
producer and author Noa Tishby un-
equivocally stated anti-Zionism is 
antisemitic. I thought it would be ap-
propriate to provide a fuller explana-
tion as to why that is so. To do so, it is 
necessary to understand what Zionism 
is and what anti-Zionism is.
What is Zionism and what is the 
Jewish connection to Israel?
Zionism started as a movement for the 
return of the Jewish people to their 
homeland, Israel. Since the estab-
lishment of Israel, it also includes the 
desire for the development of Israel 
and its protection as a Jewish nation. 
Modern Zionism emerged in the mid-
19th century. However, Zionism, in one 
form or another, has been part of Jew-
ish communal life for over 4,000 years. 
It has been present in our communal 
prayers, rituals and literature.

After the Jews were exiled to 
Babylon some 2,500 years ago, Jews 
lamented, “By the rivers of Baby-
lon, there we wept as we remembered 
Zion.” Archaeologists have found Ju-
dean coins inscribed with “Freedom 
for Zion” in ancient Hebrew from the 
time of the revolt against the Roman 
Empire to restore Jewish sovereignty 

to Israel. Every year, the Passover Sed-
er ends with “Next Year in Jerusalem.”

The Jewish connection to the land 
of Israel began some 4,000 years ago 
when Abraham and Sarah made their 
way to the Promised Land. After en-
slavement in Egypt, Moses led the 
Israelites out of Egypt back to the 
Promised Land about 3,400 years ago. 

The Jewish nation was united under 
King David, who established Jerusa-
lem as its capital some 3,000 years ago. 
Chanukah celebrates the reestablish-
ment of Jewish sovereignty after 270 
years of Greek colonial rule. Jews are 
the only people that lived in the land of 
Israel and Jerusalem continuously for 
over 3,000 years. 
What is anti-Zionism and why is it 
antisemitic?
Anti-Zionism opposes the right of the 
Jewish people to self-determination 
and a homeland in Israel. At its core 
today, anti-Zionism seeks the disman-
tlement of Israel as a Jewish state.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, for-
mer Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, talks 
about the evolution of antisemitism: 
“In the Middle Ages, Jews were hated 

for their religion. In the 19th and early- 
20th century they were hated for their 
race. Today, they are hated for their na-
tion state, Israel.” Anti-Zionism is the 
Jew hatred of today.

Among the examples of antisemi-
tism given by the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
are the following: 

 � Denying the Jewish people their 
right to self-determination, e.g., 
by claiming that the existence of a 
State of Israel is a racist endeavor.

 � Applying double standards by re-
quiring of it [Israel] a behavior not 
expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation.

 � Drawing comparisons of contem-
porary Israeli policy to that of the 
Nazis.

 � Holding Jews collectively respon-
sible for actions of the State of Is-
rael.
Anti-Zionists engage in all the 

conduct described by the IHRA as 
antisemitic. It is not surprising that  
anti-Zionists oppose the IHRA defini-
tion of antisemitism. They argue that 

David Millstone

Robert and Esther Heller

CRConnectonnect

continued on next page

The rise of antisemitism across the globe 
and the lack of understanding about 

the Holocaust in the 21st century shine 
a light on a critical need for Holocaust 

scholars to continue to honor the 
memory of the Shoah.

In this 9-PART SERIES, preeminent Holocaust 
Scholar Michael Berenbaum will meet  
top scholars in the field and will focus  

on their research and scholarship.

PRESENTS

S P O N S O R E D  B Y :

For more information  
contact Bette Zaret at  
bzaret@jfedsrq.org  

or 941.228.3676

Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship
        Reflections on the Past, Present and Future of Holocaust Studies

To RSVP, please visit  
JFEDSRQ.org/Events

FREE
99-PART 
SERIES
Running through 

June 2022

 2022 
   MOMentum 
        ISRAEL TRIP*

      Applications
  NOW OPEN!

Tap into yourself, your people and your homeland.
Join us for a trip of a lifetime!

October 31 through November 7
Criteria: Mothers raising Jewish children under 18 years old living at home.

* This trip is highly subsidized!  
   It’s FREE to apply. Spaces are Limited. 

For more information contact Gisele Pintchuck 
941-706-0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

APPLY NOW: 
momentumunlimited.org

http://www.momentumunlimited.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Why is anti-Zionism antisemitic?
for their religion. In the 19th and early- 
20th century they were hated for their 
race. Today, they are hated for their na-
tion state, Israel.” Anti-Zionism is the 
Jew hatred of today.

Among the examples of antisemi-
tism given by the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
are the following: 

 � Denying the Jewish people their 
right to self-determination, e.g., 
by claiming that the existence of a 
State of Israel is a racist endeavor.

 � Applying double standards by re-
quiring of it [Israel] a behavior not 
expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation.

 � Drawing comparisons of contem-
porary Israeli policy to that of the 
Nazis.

 � Holding Jews collectively respon-
sible for actions of the State of Is-
rael.
Anti-Zionists engage in all the 

conduct described by the IHRA as 
antisemitic. It is not surprising that  
anti-Zionists oppose the IHRA defini-
tion of antisemitism. They argue that 

Robert and Esther Heller

CRConnectonnect

continued on next page

CRConnect...continued from previous page
labeling anti-Zionism as antisemit-
ic delegitimizes justified criticism of 
Israeli policy and actions in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

No one argues that criticism of Is-
raeli government policies or actions is 
antisemitic. Israelis do it all the time. 
However, when it crosses the line into 
demonization, delegitimization or ap-
plying double standards to Israel, or 
denying Jewish people the right of 
self-determination, it becomes antise-
mitic.

There are three main reasons why 
anti-Zionism is antisemitic:
1. Anti-Zionists demonstrate antise-

mitic attitudes. Anti-Zionist tropes 
of today track historic antisemitic 
tropes. Some examples include: 
 � Use of cartoon images such as 

one that appeared in a British 
newspaper showing a “Pieta” 
type image. It shows a woman 
holding a man who has a Pal-
estinian scarf around his neck. 
An Israeli soldier with a Star of 
David on his uniform holding a 
bayonetted weapon in his bloody 
hands is about to plunge it into 
the recumbent body. The caption 
reads, “Do not kill him twice.” 
Here, anti-Zionists are tracking 
the historic antisemitic trope of 
deicide.

 � Use of cartoon images to invoke 
the ancient antisemitic trope of 
the “blood libel.” One cartoon 
shows a caricature of a Jewish 
man pouring blood from two 
goblets down his throat. The Is-
raeli flag with the Star of David 
is behind him. Another image, 
drawn by Gerald Scarfe and pub-
lished in Britain’s Sunday Times, 
depicts former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu cement-
ing a brick wall with body parts 
and screaming heads protruding 
from the wall. He is using blood 
for mortar. Blood drips from the 
trowel and oozes between the 
bricks.

 � Anti-Zionists invoke the con-
spiracy theory of the Jewish plan 
to control the world made pop-
ular by the fabricated document 
published in Russia in 1903, The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 
Frequently, that was depicted 
showing Jews as an octopus with 
a stranglehold on the world. To-
day, anti-Zionists use similar 
images to invoke the historic 
trope such as an octopus with 
a stranglehold on the Al-Aqsa  
Mosque.

 � Other antisemitic tropes are used 
by anti-Zionists, as well. Some 
images depict Israeli control of 
U.S. government officials, con-
trol of the banks and control of 
the media.

2. There is a difference between crit-
icizing Israeli policy and saying 
Israel should not exist. By advo-
cating the abolishment of Israel 
and arguing Jews should have no 
homeland, it only condemns the 
Jewish people to eternal bigotry

Other countries are criticized 
without questioning their right to 
exist. Forty-three countries world-
wide have official state religions; 
23 countries have Islam as an offi-
cial religion, nine have Christiani-
ty as an official religion, two have 
Buddhism as an official religion 
and only one, Israel, has Judaism 
as its official religion. Of those 43 
countries, there is only one where 
its eradication as a religious state 
is sought. Singling out Israel is a 
double standard and is antisemitic.

3. A recent survey of American Jews 
indicates that 84% believe the 
statement “Israel has no right to 
exist” is antisemitic. When a group 
self-identifies a statement as dan-
gerous to its identity, it is evidence 
of antisemitism.

Conclusion
 � Anti-Zionism marginalizes Jews 

by forcing them to publicly dis-
avow Israel before permitting them 
to participate in public life like 
anyone else. 

 � Anti-Zionism seeks to delegiti-
mize Israel by demonizing it using 
antisemitic tropes and comparing it 
to Nazi Germany. 

 � Anti-Zionism does more than sim-
ply criticize Israel and its policies. 
It singles out Israel for elimination.

 � Anti-Zionism is not new since the 
establishment of Israel in 1948. It 
has been around long before 1948 
and has nothing to do with any 
concerns about Israeli policy in the 
West Bank and toward Gaza. 

 � Anti-Zionism is antisemitic.
As part of its charter, the Robert 

and Esther Heller Community Re-
lations Committee (CRC) works to 
support Israel and fight antisemitism. 
If you have any questions, comments 
or suggestions, or are interested in the 
CRC, please contact me at CRCchair@
jfedsrq.org.
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a resident of Florida the following 
year. He presently works as an Arbitra-
tor and Mediator. Mr. Millstone is the 
former Anti-Defamation League Chair 
for its International Affairs Committee 
and its Education Committee. He is on 
the board of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee where he serves as 
Secretary. Any opinions expressed in 
this article are those of Mr. Millstone 
and not necessarily those of The Jew-
ish News or The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

q

r

a

t

i

y

u

o

w

q Bruce Udell 
w Josh Green and Noa Tishby
e Noa Tishby and  Hannah & Norman Weinberg
r Sepi Ackerman, Shep Englander,  
         Edie Chaifetz and Richard Enslein 
t Rosann & Ian Black and Betty & Ed Rosenthal
y Meredith & Al Ernst

u Karen & Tom Bernstein
i Bunny Skirboll and Hannah Weinberg
o Lisa Axelrod, Andi Munzer and Stacy Hanan
a Sheree and Larry Zaslavsky

o

e

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY LECTURE &LECTURE &
                                  MAJOR GIFTSMAJOR GIFTS

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER
An incredible evening was had by all at the 2022  
Community Lecture featuring guest speaker Noa Tishby.

 

Noa Tishby, Israeli-American author, activist,  
and actress, in a warm and engaging conversation 
led by board member Josh Green, spoke about her 
book, ISRAEL: A SIMPLE GUIDE TO THE MOST  

MISUNDERSTOOD COUNTRY ON EARTH, Zionism, and the truth about Israel. MC’d by  
Mary Collier, Chair of the Heller CRC, the event was sponsored by title sponsors Hannah 
and Norman Weinberg, as well as bronze sponsors Steven Kalt & Robert Heeren, copper 
sponsors Evie & Allen Lichter, and the Robert & Esther Heller CRC. It was a huge hit with 
almost 250 attendees in person, as well as almost 140 via Zoom!

https://www.facebook.com/jfedsrq
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“Chad Gadya” – Why a goat? Stars of David
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

Why, you may ask, have Jews 
always celebrated goats? 
Why? Because they have al-

ways lived with goats. In every shtetl, 
even the poorest family kept a goat to 
provide milk for the children. Through-

out the centuries, 
Jews have identi-
fied with the klor 
vays tsigele, the 
small white goat, 
a familiar figure 
in Jewish cul-
ture. According 
to folklore, it was 
not unusual for 
Jews to have their 

beloved goat sleep inside the house on 
a cold night!

Who does not know the lightheart-
ed, but symbolic “Chad Gadya” sung 
in a mix of Aramaic and Hebrew ev-
ery year at the Passover Seder? Or the 
beloved “Rozhinkes mit Mandlen” 
(“Raisins and Almonds”), especially 
revered by Ashkenazi European Jews. 
And then there’s the lesser-known 

children’s musical game dance, “Yesh 
Lanu Taish” (“We Have a Goat”).

Passover will soon be here and a 
discussion of the symbolism in “Chad 
Gadya” is appropriate. According to 
Biblical scripture (Exodus 12:5), the 
Pesach offering can be either a lamb 
or a goat. Its sacrifice has come to rep-
resent the oppression of the Jewish 
people throughout the centuries, much 
like that of the Israelites’ experience in 
Egypt.

“Rozhinkes” tells the story from 
Yiddish folklore of a small white goat 
asleep under a baby’s cradle. Written 
by Abraham Goldfaden, the song has 
become, in modern times, a metaphor 
for the extinction of European Jewry 
during the Holocaust.

We also know “the goat” has ap-
peared in well-known works of art and 
literature. Many of Chagall’s paint-
ings portray a goat. Poems and stories 
by Sholem Aleichem, Isaac Bashevis 
Singer and I.L. Peretz often include 
“the goat.” I recently read The En-
chanted Tailor by Sholem Aleichem.  

It tells a “shtetl” story about the impor-
tance of goats to villagers.

As described in the story:
“ ...if there is a goat in the house 

you can have a glass of milk for the 
children, you can cook porridge with 
milk, you can make a milk soup for 
dinner, noodles and milk for supper, 
and besides you can count on a pitcher 

of sour cream, a piece of cheese, a bit 
of butter. Think of it. If we only had a 
goat!” …There is an ancient law that 
every Jew must own a goat. Let me 
quote you…”

So, back to the beginning of my 
article. Why a goat? Let’s go back in 
time. My research shows that goats 
have been around for a very long time, 
going back to prehistoric times. Goats 
were the first animal to be tamed by 
humans and were being herded over 
9,000 years ago! Earliest remnants of 
domesticated goats have been found in 

Iran dated from over 10,000 years ago.
This small useful animal was im-

portant in ancient civilizations, espe-
cially in the Fertile Crescent. Goats 
were animals of unique intelligence, 
virility and behavior. Because of their 
usefulness and hardiness, the goat is 
often depicted as a symbol of fertil-
ity, abundance, aggression and good 

luck in many an-
cient cultures. It 
is clear to me that, 
through the centu-
ries, goats played 
an important role 
both in household 
and temple rituals. 
My interest in goats 
was piqued when 
I visited the Yid-
dish Book Center 
in Amherst, Mas-
sachusetts. Its logo 
is a goat, and I was 
curious to know 

why it had chosen this as its symbol. 
All of this led me to the article you are 
reading today.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.

A CONCERT 450 YEARS IN THE MAKING!
Experience a rare opportunity to hear Thomas Tallis’ Spem in Alium (Hope in any other) considered 
one of the greatest compositions of all time and Alessandro Striggio’s Mass in 40 Parts, a masterpiece 
lost for more than 400 years! An unforgettable program of polychoral extravagance and splendor.

Fri, May 6, 7:30pm
ST. BONIFACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sat, May 7, 4pm
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Purchase your tickets today at:   
KeyChorale.org 
941.552.8768
$3 OFF YOUR TICKETS! 
Call the box office to redeem.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AAnn  EEvveenniinngg                                  
ooff  EExxqquuiissiittee  

MMuussiicc  

THE EDUCATION CENTER 
At Temple Beth Israel 

Like College, Only Better! 

567 Bay Isles Road 
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

(941) 383-8222 

To Register visit: www.tbieducationcenter.org,                  
or email: educationcenter@tbi-lbk.org 

The Education                                  
Center at Temple 

Beth Israel Presents: 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12  
4-5:30 PM 

 programs for the Artist Series of Sarasota, and 
Eichner, internationally recognized pianist, will play  

A meet and greet with the artists will follow this 
performance at a complimentary champagne-dessert 
reception. Reserve tickets now! 

    Renowned virtuosos Daniel Jordan and                                                                                        
Solomon Eichner are returning to Temple                                                           

Beth Israel! Jordan, violinist and concertmaster                                                                                                                    
of the Sarasota Orchestra, and director of 

violin and piano masterpieces including Beethoven’s 
“Spring” Sonata, Brahms’ “Violin Sonata No 2,” and 
other world-class pieces. 

$40 TBI/Ed. Center Members 
$50 Non-Members 

CONTRIBUTING 
SPONSORS: 

SHARON & PAUL 
STEINWACHS 

Original artwork by Joel Kreiss

Looking for something Jewish-related to enjoy?  
See the Jewish Happenings section  

(pages 12B-19B) for 50 events in April!

Jewish Jewish 
HappeningsHappenings

http://www.keychorale.org
http://www.tbieducationcenter.org
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are  
also identified as Jewish.

Broadway Dreams
The Disney+ original film Better Nate 
Than Ever premieres on Friday, April 
1. Nate, 13, is an unpopular Pittsburgh 
teen who fantasies that he will become 
a big Broadway star. His best friend 
Libby convinces him to go with her to 
New York and audition for a big Broad-
way musical. He lucks out when he 
runs into his aunt Heidi (LISA KUD-
ROW, 58), a ‘showbiz smart’ person 
who has long been estranged from  
Nate’s parents.
Mr. Franklin
On Monday and Tuesday, April 4 and 
5, most PBS stations will air a two-part 
biography of Benjamin Franklin. The 
episodes are each two hours long (8:00 
to 10:00 p.m.). I’m sure there will be 
encore showings and you can also 
watch it on the PBS app. Super-famous 
documentary maker Ken Burns direc- 
ted the episodes. It is narrated by actor 
PETER COYOTE, 80.

I doubt that Burns (whose wife is 
Jewish) will even mention this – but 
I will – in case you come across the 
many antisemitic sites that say Frank-
lin wrote a lengthy attack on Jews. 
Usually called the “Franklin Proph-
ecy,” this ‘big lie’ junk was actually 
written by a notorious antisemite in the 
1930s. Check the very good Wikipedia 

entry (entitled “Franklin’s Prophecy”) 
for more details. As many scholars 
have noted, Franklin gave a small cash 
donation to a struggling Philadelphia 
synagogue. Not something an antisem-
ite would do. 
Watergate
Gaslight is an eight-episode limited 
Starz series that begins streaming on 
Sunday, April 24. Early in 1972, John 
Mitchell (SEAN PENN, 61), Nixon’s 
Attorney General, resigned and be-
came Nixon’s re-election campaign 
head. His wife Martha (Julia Roberts) 
had some info about the Watergate 
break-in (June 1972). John knew she 
probably would give this info to the 
press. Just days after the break-in, John 
arranged for his wife’s kidnapping and 
imprisonment in a hotel room. Martha 
managed to call a top Washington re-
porter and briefly talk about Watergate 
before the phone was ripped from her 
hand. John then orchestrated a smear 
campaign to paint his wife as a drunk 
and a nut. 

NAT FAXON, 44, whose moth-
er was Jewish, plays top Nixon aide 
Bob Haldeman. Like Nixon’s other top 
aide, John Ehrlichman, Haldeman did 
prison time for his Watergate crimes. 
The Nixon tapes disclosed that Halde-
man and Nixon often made antisemitic 

remarks, but never did so when Ehr- 
lichman was present. Why? They 
knew that Ehrlichman’s father was a 
Jew who converted to John’s mother’s 
faith, Christian Science. 
Action Flicks
The action-thriller film Ambulance 
opens in theaters on Friday, April 8. 
William Sharp, an African American 
war vet, needs $231K for his wife’s 
surgery. He turns to his adoptive broth-
er Danny (JAKE GYLENHAAL, 41), 
a career criminal. Their attempt to rob 
a bank goes wrong. They shoot a police 
officer and flee in an ambulance carry-
ing the shot cop and an EMT.

In a recent Esquire interview, Gyl-
lenhaal said it was time for him to do 
some big action movies again – and 
that’s the type of film that Ambulance 
director MICHAEL BAY, 57, makes 
(Transformers, Pearl Harbor). Esquire 
also reported that Jake’s actress sister 
MAGGIE gave Jake a mezuzah at a 
2021 family Hanukkah party hosted 
by their screenwriter mother NAOMI 
FONER, 75.

BEN FOSTER, 41, an excellent 
actor, stars in two new movies, The 
Contractor (in theaters Friday, April 
1) and The Survivor, an original HBO 
Max film (premieres Wednesday, April 
27). Foster was raised in his father’s 
Jewish faith and was a bar mitzvah. His 

wife LAURA PREPON, 41 (That ’70s 
Show), also is the child of a Jewish fa-
ther/non-Jewish mother. 

The Contractor is an action film 
about a former special forces soldier 
(Chris Pine) who goes to work for a 
private company along with his best 
friend (Foster). He needs friends when 
he takes on a very dangerous overseas 
mission.
Auschwitz Gladiators
The Survivor is based on the true sto-
ry of HARRY HAFT (1925-2007), a 
Polish Jew who was just 16 when he 
was sent to Auschwitz. His strong build 
prompted the SS to train him to be a 
boxer. The SS found it ‘entertaining’ to 
force prisoners to box to the death be-
fore military personnel. Haft survived 
76 such matches. 

I’m annoyed that the only other 
Jew playing a Jew is Israeli model and 
actress DAR ZUZOVSKY, 31. Vicky 
Krieps, who plays Miriam, Haft’s Jew-
ish girlfriend, isn’t Jewish, but I give 
Krieps a ‘pass’ because her real-life 
grandfather was an anti-Nazi resistance 
leader. The film was directed by Oscar- 
winner BARRY LEVINSON, 79.

Frankly, I don’t like seeing Jews 
beat other Jews to death. Also, there’s 
already Triumph of the Spirit (1989), a 
pretty good, true-life, ‘box or die’ film 
about a Greek Jew in Auschwitz.

Read the current and previous editions of  
The Jewish News at jfedsrq.org/jewish-news

McCarver & Moser 
Jewelers

 941.387.8000      mccarvermoser.com

http://www.mccarvermoser.com
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
How Christians saved Passover  
for south Italy’s secret Jews

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

TidewellHospice.org  •  (941) 552-7500

Many of Tidewell’s services are funded 
by donors. Visit TidewellFoundation.org 
to donate or learn more.

EH-22-0020D

Happy Passover
Tidewell Hospice is committed to meeting the 
spiritual and physical needs of our patients  
and their families.

As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:
• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Tanakh and prayer book

Featuring Holocaust  
scholars, the series  
centers on varied approaches  
toward the Holocaust and  
social justice education and how  
they integrate  in a community.

PRESENTS

S P O N S O R E D  B Y :

To RSVP, please visit JFEDSRQ.org/events

For more information contact Bette Zaret  
at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941-228-3676

NINE-PART SERIESNINE-PART SERIES
Running through  Running through  

June 2022June 2022

Holocaust Museums  
and Memorials  

Around the World 

Holocaust Museums  
and Memorials  

Around the World 

The Jewish News is  
Just a Click Away!
Read The Jewish News online wherever you are! You can  
also find past articles, photos, advertisers, and more with  
a few clicks of your mouse, or swipes of your finger!

Go to  
JFEDSRQ.org/Jewish-News

	 ZOOM-IN

	 INTERACT 

PAGES	FLIP

LIVE

TUESDAY
APRIL 26, 2022 
4:00PM – 6:00PM

Made possible by the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels’  
Endowment Fund for Adult Senior Programs and Services.

Come and meet fellow tribe members 
for fun and laughs. Cash bar and  
complimentary light nosh.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy at  
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

  To 
reg

ist
er,

 go
 to 

JFEDSRQ.ORG/EVENTS

ED’S TAVERN 
10719 Rodeo Dr 
Lakewood Ranch

schmoozing!justjust

Wednesday, April 6 at 7pm

Authors appearing in the  
People of the Book  are members  

of the Jewish Book Council Network.

  
 P

EO
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E O
F THE BO
O

K

Presented by

October 12, 2021 – May 3, 2022 
21 Authors • 20 Events  

10 “in-person” events (also available on Zoom) 
and 10 Zoom-only events

2021-22 Author Lecture Series

Purchase tickets at jfedsrq.org/books

Wednesday, April 20 at 7pm

Wayne Federman
The History of Stand-Up

Jewish Congregation of Venice
$18 in advance; $25 at the door

Zoom ~ $10 per household

Lisa Scottoline 
Eternal

Zoom ~ $10 per household

See the article on  
pages 6A-7A  for information  

about these authors  
and their books.

Tuesday, May 3 at 7pm
Dr. Michael Roizen 
The Great Age Reboot

Temple Emanu-El  
$18 in advance; $25 at the door

Zoom ~ $10 per household

https://www.jfedsrq.org/books
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
https://www.jfedsrq.org/jewish-news
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
How Christians saved Passover  
for south Italy’s secret Jews
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

As we grow older, the old stories 
take on special importance, 
especially those that date back 

centuries. As we join our families and 
friends for the traditional Seder meal, 

there is one sto-
ry that highlights 
diversity, appre-
ciation and unity 
– a unique story 
to share around 
the Passover ta-
ble.

The story be-
gins nearly 500 
years ago when 

courageous Christians helped southern 
Italian Jews celebrate Passover in se-
cret. Today, the tradition lives on with 
the revival of Seder Hamishi.

Some historians believe that Rus-
sian painter Moshe Maimon’s most 
famous work, “Marranos: Secret Sed-
er,” actually tells the story of the Sed-
er Hamishi, a special Passover Seder 
held, not on the first or second night of 
Passover, but, as its name suggests, on 
the fifth night of the holiday. 

Legend has it that during the time 
of the Inquisition, first in Spain, then 
in Portugal and finally on the islands 
of Sicily and Sardinia and into Italy’s 
mainland, Jews who had been forced 
into Christian conversion (b’nei anu-
sim) were helped, surprisingly, by their 
Christian neighbors. 

Neofiti, as these newly minted 
Christians were called, continued to 
arouse the suspicion of Inquisition au-
thorities – so much so that gardeners, 
maids, cooks and nannies who worked 
in households of converted Jews were 
offered a bounty if they could catch 
their Jewish employer cleaning the 
house of chametz (leavened bread); 
changing pots, pans and dishes; or 
preparing pane azimo, or matzah, the 
unleavened bread eaten during the 

Passover holiday. And then, when the 
first night of Passover finally arrived, 
Inquisition soldiers, who laid in wait 
for the sun to set, would burst through 
the doors of what had once been Jewish 
homes, checking to see if any of these 
former Jews were “Judaizing” – in this 
case, making Passover in secret. 

Observing this injustice, some 
courageous Christians concocted a 
plan to help their Jewish neighbors. At 
great personal peril to themselves and 
their families (Christians who helped 
Jews were often tortured and murdered 
along with the Jews they tried to save), 
these Christians encouraged their Jew-
ish neighbors to hold a Seder, not on 
the first or second night, but, in order 
not to arouse the authorities’ suspi-
cions, on an “off” night – the fifth night. 
Stories are told of Christian families 
who allowed Jews to sneak into their 
Christian cantinas (basement rooms), 
and under the cover of darkness, these 
crypto-Jews first made the space ko-
sher and then actually observed Pass-
over complete with symbolic foods, 
prayers and blessings. 

Over the years, the fifth-night Sed-
er became known as the Seder Hamishi 
– a doubly appropriate name especially 
since hamish is the Yiddish word for 
cozy, homey and friendly. 

Here in Calabria, the southern-
most region of mainland Italy or what 
we like to call “the toe of the Italian 
boot,” our b’nei anusim continue the 
tradition of the Seder Hamishi. Since 
2004, when Sinagoga Ner Tamid del 
Sud (The Eternal Light of the South) 
first revived the Seder Hamishi in the 
town of Selinunte on the island of Sic-
ily, friends and families, both Jewish 
and Christian, have gathered annually 
to celebrate this remarkable Passover 
event. 

Each year, the Seder Hamishi is 
held in the Calabrian town of Lamezia 

Terme (formerly Nicastro) near Tim-
pone, the old Jewish quarter that is 
still intact. Seder guests tour Timpone, 
tucked beneath the castle of King Fred-
rick II, a monarch who recognized the 
valuable contribution that these Italian 
Jews made to the local economy and 
who offered them safety and protec-
tion. 

Like our Ashkenazi brothers and 
sisters, we Italian Sephardim gather 
the symbolic foods necessary to tell the 

Seder story, however our foods differ 
from the usual Ashkenazi fare. For ex-
ample, instead of the traditional shank 
bone, the anusim community chooses 
the bietola (blood red beet) to symbol-
ize the lamb’s blood on the doorposts 
that saved the firstborn in Hebrew fam-
ilies.

Locally grown romaine lettuce 
(more bitter than the American vari-
ety) replaces horseradish, and pieces of 

continued on next page 

TidewellHospice.org  •  (941) 552-7500

Many of Tidewell’s services are funded 
by donors. Visit TidewellFoundation.org 
to donate or learn more.

EH-22-0020D

Happy Passover
Tidewell Hospice is committed to meeting the 
spiritual and physical needs of our patients  
and their families.

As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:
• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Tanakh and prayer book

1 S. School Avenue #200
Sarasota, FL 34237

997 US 41 Bypass N. #202
Venice, FL 34285

6310 Health Pkwy. #210
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

2345 Bobcat Village Ctr. Rd. #201
North Port, FL 34288

4120 Woodmere Park Blvd. #8A
Venice, FL 34239

4351 Cortez Rd. W. #201
Bradenton, FL 34210

EIHAB AKARY – M.D.

WINSTON E. BARZELL – M.D.

JEREMY BERGAMO – M.D.

A. JOSEPH BILIK – M.D. 

JOSHUA T. GREEN – M.D.

MATTHEW J. PERRY – M.D. 

WILLIAM J. TINGLE – M.D.

THOMAS H. WILLIAMS – M.D.

Personalized Care for Your Specialty Needs  
from Board-Certified Physicians.

www.flurologyspecialists.com
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Rabbi Barbara Aiello...continued from previous page
celery stalk, rather than parsley, serve 
as karpas, the green vegetable that is 
dipped in vinegar, rather than salt wa-
ter. The traditional egg on the Italian 
Seder plate is a rich brown in color be-
cause it has been roasted for hours with 
onion skins, vinegar and saffron. 

The Seder meal begins with a 
primo piatto of rice steamed with 
vegetables because in our Sephardic 
Mediterranean tradition, rice as well as 
other kitniyot are considered kosher for 

Pesach. Roasted lamb is a must along 
with mina, a layered lasagna-type meat, 
spinach and matzah pie brought to It-
aly from Spain by our crypto-Jewish 
 ancestors. 

Pesach anusim traditions begin 
with the lighting of the memorial can-
dle in honor of our “forced ones,” our 
Jewish ancestors who were arrested, 
tortured and murdered by the Inquisi-
tion. Next, we offer the candle bless-
ing for Shabbat and Yom Tov, sung in 
an ancient Ladino melody. The Seder 
plate itself is actually a ke’arah, a woven 
basket-type tray covered with silk net-
ting that makes a grand entrance to the  
Seder table after the kindling of light. 

At the singing of “Ha Lachma 
Anya,” the plate of matzah is passed 
shoulder to shoulder among the guests, 
a symbol of the heavy burden of slav-
ery. A tin can placed at the head of the 
table takes center stage for the recita-
tion of the Ten Plagues as a splash of 
wine punctuates each plague. When the 
can is filled, the younger guests carry 
the can outdoors into a far corner of the 
garden with the admonition, “May our 
enemies stay far from our door.” Then 
it’s a rousing version of “Dayenu,” 

which features green onion stalks that 
guests use to tap each other, symboliz-
ing the sound of the whips used to beat 
the Hebrew slaves. 

For me, a bat anusim or “daughter 
of the forced ones,” leading the Seder 
Hamishi each year in Southern Italy is 
one of the most emotionally significant 
experiences of my rabbinic career. As 
we read the ancient blessings, I recall 
my own family’s history when my 
nonna carried candles to the cellar to  

kindle the lights of Shabbat. Now, 
as each Seder Hamishi brings with it 
the realization that fear and prejudice 
nearly extinguished our heritage, this 
understanding is coupled with a deep 
sense of gratitude to the nameless 
Christians whose courage helped pre-
serve the very traditions that I am able 
to enjoy today.

This year in Calabria, we Jews, who 
were nearly robbed of our religion, our 
culture and our heritage, bring the light 
of Pesach out of the cantina and into 
the hearts of our brothers and sisters 
who, after 500 years, now have a new 
opportunity to do as the Torah com-
mands and become “a light unto the 
nations.” The Seder concludes with the 
traditional, “Next year in Jerusalem!” 
For me and my fellow b’nei anusim 
whom I serve here in the deep south of 
Italy, we add, Baruch HaShem, “Next 
 year in Calabria,” too.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Prayer  Spirituality  Learning  Community 

Rabbi Jennifer Singer’s Uplifting Services: 
 

• Friday evenings filled with music and song 
• Saturday mornings shaped by Torah, 

contemplation, discussion 
• Traditional and contemporary liturgy 

  

Wide Range of Activities & Programs: 

                     Extensive adult education 
 

941.244.2042      khsarasota.org 
 

Seats still available  
For First Night Seder  
Call or email for details  

Holiday celebrations  
Jewish meditation 
Chesed 

Books & Bagels 
Shabbat-at Home 
Social action 
 

Inclusive Warm and Welcoming 

 

 

Thank you to our lead investors

SCHOOL ENDS, HUNGER BEGINS.
Over 40,000 children in our community 

are at risk of summer hunger. 
You can help us keep them full until fall. 

Join The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee in 
support of the Campaign Against Summer Hunger.

For more information about the Campaign Against Summer 
Hunger or if you need groceries, visit allfaithsfoodbank.org

or call 941.379.6333

Matzah – Unleavened bread
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

The Pessach holiday is at our 
door. According to the Bible, 
the Israelites were commanded 

to eat matzot (pl. of matzah) for sev-
en days during the Passover holiday, 

recalling the fact 
that their forefa-
thers, upon leav-
ing Egypt, baked 
oo-got matzot, 
namely, “unleav-
ened cakes of 
dough… since they 
had been driven 
out of Egypt and 
could not delay.” 

(Ex.12:39) Therefore, from biblical 
days onward, Pessach has been known 
as Chag Ha-matzot, “the feast of the 
unleavened bread.” (Ex. 23:15)

It is the characterization from the 
Bible which was the basis for many 
traditions uniquely identified with 
Pessach. For example, the custom to 
remove from the house all chametz, 
which includes not only all breads and 
leavened foods, but also changing the 
kitchen utensils, silverware and dish-
es, follows in the spirit of Chag Ha- 
matzot.

Why do we call unleavened bread 
matzah? Scholars differ in their theo-
ries about the root of the word. Some 
say that matzah is derived from the 
verb nitzah, meaning fly fast or hasten, 
which appears only once in the Bible. 
(Lam. 4:15) Some connect nitzah to 
the verb utz, which also means hasten 
or accelerate, reflecting the hurriedness 
by which the Israelites left Egypt and 
did not have the time to let their bread 
ferment and bake regularly. Thus, they 
ate matzah. 

Other scholars connect the word 
matzah to the verb mi-tzuy, meaning to 
squeeze, extract, drain out or exhaust, 
or the related verb ma-tza-tz, namely to 
drain out or suck out. The rationale is 
that the matzah is so dry, as if all the 
moisture was sucked out of it, that the 

Send your comments and Letters to  
the Editor to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org

new homeshalom

To learn more, contact Lisa Feinman: 
941.706.0034  •  lfeinman@jfedsrq.org

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

Whether you are new to Sarasota, or new  
to us at the Federation, we want to know you!
Our Shalom New Home Program can  
help you get settled, get involved,  
and make new friends!

http://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/new
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Get the smile of your dreams!

Call us today! 941.371.2022

Dr. John Mengelberg

5500 Bee Ridge Road, Suite 101
Sarasota, FL

Dr. John E. Mengelberg, DMD

We are a personalized and 
patient oriented practice with 
an emphasis on cosmetic and 

implant dentistry.

Dr. Mengelberg performs 
complex, cutting edge dental 

procedures while offering  
world-class dental services.

Matzah – Unleavened bread
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

The Pessach holiday is at our 
door. According to the Bible, 
the Israelites were commanded 

to eat matzot (pl. of matzah) for sev-
en days during the Passover holiday, 

recalling the fact 
that their forefa-
thers, upon leav-
ing Egypt, baked 
oo-got matzot, 
namely, “unleav-
ened cakes of 
dough… since they 
had been driven 
out of Egypt and 
could not delay.” 

(Ex.12:39) Therefore, from biblical 
days onward, Pessach has been known 
as Chag Ha-matzot, “the feast of the 
unleavened bread.” (Ex. 23:15)

It is the characterization from the 
Bible which was the basis for many 
traditions uniquely identified with 
Pessach. For example, the custom to 
remove from the house all chametz, 
which includes not only all breads and 
leavened foods, but also changing the 
kitchen utensils, silverware and dish-
es, follows in the spirit of Chag Ha- 
matzot.

Why do we call unleavened bread 
matzah? Scholars differ in their theo-
ries about the root of the word. Some 
say that matzah is derived from the 
verb nitzah, meaning fly fast or hasten, 
which appears only once in the Bible. 
(Lam. 4:15) Some connect nitzah to 
the verb utz, which also means hasten 
or accelerate, reflecting the hurriedness 
by which the Israelites left Egypt and 
did not have the time to let their bread 
ferment and bake regularly. Thus, they 
ate matzah. 

Other scholars connect the word 
matzah to the verb mi-tzuy, meaning to 
squeeze, extract, drain out or exhaust, 
or the related verb ma-tza-tz, namely to 
drain out or suck out. The rationale is 
that the matzah is so dry, as if all the 
moisture was sucked out of it, that the 

remainder tells its story as a bread of 
affliction. 

A few Hebrew phrases are derived 
from these roots. For example, from 
the root utz, meaning to accelerate, we 
find the saying atz-ah lo dar-ko, liter-
ally meaning his way is running, im-
plying that he is in a hurry. From the 
verb ma-tza-tz, or sucked, we find the 
popular saying ma-tza-tz min ha-etz-
ba, literally, squeezed from the finger, 
or something made up without founda-
tion. And from the verb mitzuy, liter-
ally, extract, we find the terms mitzuy 
hadin, meaning execution of judgment, 
mitzuy ha-cheshbon or final reckon-
ing (Bereshit Rabah 62) and mitzyu 
ha-nefesh, meaning the last breath, 
namely death.

We will end our short investigation 
of matzah by mentioning that the rabbis 
made us aware that not all matzot are 
created equal. First, there is the regu-
lar matzah for Pessach, made of wheat 
and water which was not allowed to 
ferment. The second kind is matzah 
sh’murah, namely, guarded matzah, 
which is baked of wheat carefully kept 
dry from the time of harvest. The third 
matzah is known as matzah a-shi-rah, 
rich matzah, a matzah made with eggs, 
oil, wine and even honey.

In the Talmud we find disagree-
ments between the rabbis regarding the 
rule of eating matzah at the Seder night. 
It seems that the rabbis reached a com-
promise where they agreed that during 
the first Seder, matzah sh’murah should 
be served, but the old or infirmed could 
eat matzah a-shi-rah. However, during 
the remainder of Pessach, one may eat 
any kind of matzah one wishes, as long 
as it is not fermented. (Pesahim 36a). 

I wish all our readers a happy Chag 
Ha-matzot.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.

Historic Southside Village ∙ 1924 South Osprey Ave. ∙ Sarasota
(941) 955-9856 ∙ MortonsMarket.com

Serving the Sarasota area for over 50 years

Morton’s offers a full menu of Passover delicacies, from traditional 
Seder plates to braised brisket, apple walnut charoset and 

pomegranate glazed chicken. Finish your meal with our famous 
flourless chocolate truffle cake. Details available online. 

http://www.mortonsmarket.com
http://www.friendshipcenters.org
http://www.southstatebank.com/pennyhillgroup
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Third Reich justice
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

While it is too much to say 
that an entire judicial sys-
tem can rest on the initia-

tive of one person, it was 80 years ago 
this month that it appeared as though 
this was the case in Nazi Germany. In 

April 1942, judge 
Curt Rothenberger 
wrote to Adolf Hitler 
with a series of re-
form proposals that 
would have serious 
ramifications for the 
Nazi system of what 
passed for justice.

After the Nazi seizure of power 
in 1933, Rothenberger, together with 
Hans Frank and Roland Freisler, 
formed an unofficial group of Nazi 
lawyers who changed the legal process 
by installing loyal Party men into lead-
ing judicial positions.

Rothenberger was born on June 30, 
1896. From 1905, he attended the Wil-
helm-Gymnasium, a school well-at-
tended by Jewish boys. Completing his 
secondary schooling in August 1914, 
he was too young to volunteer for 
World War I, but received his compul-
sory call-up papers in April 1915. He 
served until 1918 as a field gunner on 
the Western Front, rising to the rank of 
lieutenant.

After the war, Rothenberger en-
rolled in a specially designed course 
for war veterans at the University of 
Hamburg. He passed his first state ex-
amination in March 1920 after only 
five semesters; served a shortened 
legal clerkship; obtained his doctor-

al thesis; and passed the second state 
law examination. In June 1922, he was 
appointed an auxiliary district court 
judge before becoming an investigat-
ing judge in 1927. In 1928, he was 
promoted to the Government Council 
in the State Justice Administration. In 
mid-1929, he moved into health ad-
ministration, working as a senior gov-
ernment counsel. 

At the end of 1931, Rothenberger 
was a Hamburg candidate for a posi-
tion as assistant judge in Leipzig, but 
he was not appointed. At just 35 years, 
he was considered too young for such 
a senior position. His career aspirations 
now overcame any morals or ethics. 
While he had been mentored by at least 
two Jewish professors, he now tied his 
career to the Nazi Party’s success and 
became a backroom adviser assisting 
the Nazis.

On March 8, 1933, Rothenberger 
was elected as Justice Senator. Once 
in place, he fired two Jewish prosecu-
tors even before the Law for the Resto-
ration of the Professional Civil Service 
– the so-called “Aryan Law” of April 7, 
1933 – was passed. As he was not pub-
licly aligned to the Nazi Party, the rad-
ical changes he made to the judiciary 
were not immediately evident, but by 
the time he was done he had sacked 31 
Jewish judges and prosecutors. In his 
purge of Hamburg’s judicial system, 
some 30% of Hamburg’s lawyers lost 
their offices.

From May 16, 1935, Rothenberg-
er served as President of the Hamburg 
Higher Administrative Court, in which 

Dr. Paul Bartrop

he initiated a new system for all courts. 
Weekly pre-case discussions were 
held, in which each judge presented 
the most important cases coming up in 
the forthcoming week. Rothenberger 
stated how each case should proceed 
and at the same time criticized “unac-
ceptable” judgments from the previous 
week. Over time, he decided almost 
every case personally. On some oc-
casions he intervened in the cases of 
other judges. He always blocked any 
charges brought against Nazis. 

After war broke out in 1939, jus-
tice was even more controlled. With 
the appointment in January 1941 of 
Franz Schlegelberger as Justice Min-
ister, Rothenberger identified a new 
career for himself, writing successfully 
in April 1942 to Adolf Hitler with a se-
ries of reform proposals for the judicial 
system. On August 20, 1942, Rothen-
berger was appointed as State Secre-
tary in charge of judicial reform.

One of his first acts was to make 
a deal with a leading SS officer, Bru-
no Streckenbach, whereby prisoners 
deemed as “antisocial” would be re-
moved from jails and handed over to 
the SS to be worked to death in con-
centration camps. SS Chief Heinrich 
Himmler decreed that Jews and Roma 
would join repeat offenders and those 
with lengthy sentences in this “antiso-
cial” category.

Rothenberger soon returned to his 
original reform plans and sought to 
give the Nazi Party a closer role in the 
training of judges, arguing that justice 
at the highest level should remain with 

a fully trained judiciary. By Decem-
ber 1942, however, new Justice Min-
ister Otto Thierack sought to dismiss 
Rothenberger, whose reforms were 
causing friction between the Party and 
the judiciary just as the war was begin-
ning to turn against the Nazis and sta-
bility was necessary. Eventually fired 
in late 1943, Rothenberger returned to 
Hamburg, where he commenced prac-
tice as a public notary.

In May 1945, Rothenberger was 
arrested by the Allies. He became one 
of the defendants at the Judges’ Tri-
al, which commenced at Nuremberg 
on January 4, 1947. On December 4, 
1947, he was sentenced to seven years 
imprisonment. The tribunal found that 
Rothenberger had furthered the pro-
gram of racial persecution and contrib-
uted significantly to the degradation of 
the Ministry of Justice and the courts 
in submitting to the will of Hitler, the 
Nazi Party and the police.

In August 1950, he was released 
early from Landsberg Prison and set-
tled in Schleswig-Holstein, before re-
turning to Hamburg in 1954. In 1959, 
a report was published on Rothen-
berger’s activities during the Nazi era. 
Humiliated, his career in tatters, he 
committed suicide on September 1, 
1959.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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a fully trained judiciary. By Decem-
ber 1942, however, new Justice Min-
ister Otto Thierack sought to dismiss 
Rothenberger, whose reforms were 
causing friction between the Party and 
the judiciary just as the war was begin-
ning to turn against the Nazis and sta-
bility was necessary. Eventually fired 
in late 1943, Rothenberger returned to 
Hamburg, where he commenced prac-
tice as a public notary.

In May 1945, Rothenberger was 
arrested by the Allies. He became one 
of the defendants at the Judges’ Tri-
al, which commenced at Nuremberg 
on January 4, 1947. On December 4, 
1947, he was sentenced to seven years 
imprisonment. The tribunal found that 
Rothenberger had furthered the pro-
gram of racial persecution and contrib-
uted significantly to the degradation of 
the Ministry of Justice and the courts 
in submitting to the will of Hitler, the 
Nazi Party and the police.

In August 1950, he was released 
early from Landsberg Prison and set-
tled in Schleswig-Holstein, before re-
turning to Hamburg in 1954. In 1959, 
a report was published on Rothen-
berger’s activities during the Nazi era. 
Humiliated, his career in tatters, he 
committed suicide on September 1, 
1959.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Across
1. One from Edinburgh
5. Female sheep
9. Oz V’____
14. Edible tuber of Polynesia
15. Reuven or Shimon, e.g.
16. “Shalom” in Oahu
17. Capital of Norway
18. Boat workers
19. Omar who definitely is not a Zionist
20. Item used weekly in many Jewish homes
23. Family
24. “I love” in Latin
25. Table with mirrors
29. Item used annually in many Jewish homes
33. Sammy who hit a lot of home runs in  
      the Steroid Era
34. Goes bad
35. Largest Parsha
37. American’s Uncle
38. Item used annually in many Jewish homes
42. Batman & Robin, e.g.
45. Me neither
46. It scratches
49. Tennis great Arthur
51. Item used weekly in many Jewish homes
55. Big name in water
57. Big name in nail polish
58. Middle of a melee?
59. Where in the home the items in this  
      puzzle’s theme are placed
63. Notable Crown Heights pizza  
      restaurant or pizza herb
66. Four in Hebrew
67. Jewish name that actually translates as  
      “lion” and not “heart”
68. “Easy On Me” singer
69. Big name in vaccines
70. A large coastal eagle
71. Phil in Disney’s “Hercules,” e.g.
72. Pants part that might be patched
73. You crack them to eat them

Down
1. They’re traded electronically
2. One taking money and giving change

3. Where many Jews can be found during  
    Yeshiva Week
4. Hammer or wrench, e.g.
5. Make like the Israelites on many a night  
    during the 40 years in the desert
6. Artist Andy
7. Jerusalem’s Refaim
8. Stitched
9. Major port city in Israel
10. Tim and Woody
11. Cry from Homer
12. “I got it!”
13. Went for office
21. Hilarious Gary of comics
22. “___ got ___ much to do!”
26. Apple software platform
27. LAX safety org.
28. Bat or Suf
30. Longtime homeland of the Beta Israel:  
      Abbr.
31. What a completely indifferent bartender  
      will accept before serving alcohol
32. “Caps lock” neighbor
36. Admits a shortcoming, say
39. Cell phone company based in Finland
40. “___ tu” (Verdi work)
41. “Di-dah” preceder
42. Jesse, to David
43. Mex. neighbor
44. Post circular cereal
47. Lettuce that sounds Jewish?
48. Calming
50. Without significant effort
52. Feasible
53. Some are quick on this
54. Academy freshmen
56. Bruin or Penguin, e.g.
60. Catch some sun
61. Makeup of some flakes
62. Sheltered, to a sailor
63. Basic college degrees
64. Org. for dentists
65. It’s before “go” and after “ready”
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A cinematic love letter to Haifa’s multicultural humanity

By Abigail Klein Leichman, February 6, 2022, ISRAEL21c.org

New documentary, Breaking Bread, focuses on Arab and Jewish chefs who work jointly 
on creating dishes in a city known for multicultural coexistence.

In today’s world, where we are 
bombarded with stories about 
division, I was driven to tell 

the story of Breaking Bread, which is 
about commonality,” said Beth Elise 
Hawk, writer and director of a newly 
released documentary about Haifa’s 
A-Sham Arabic Food Festival.

Founded in 2015 by microbiologist 
Nof Atamna-Ismaeel, the first Israeli 
Arab to win Israel’s reality show Mas-
terChef, the festival brings together 
Arab and Jewish chefs who work joint-
ly on creating dishes in a city known 
for multicultural coexistence.

Each chef puts a personal spin on 
traditional recipes handed down over 
generations.

“When the chefs cook together in 
the kitchen, political and religious la-
bels fall to the wayside, and what’s left 
in their wake are human beings with 
striking similarities,” Hawk said.

“ She heard about the annual festival 
on a radio show that she was listening 
to while sitting in Los Angeles traffic. 
When she got home, she messaged  
Atamna-Ismaeel on Facebook.

Hawk came to Haifa for five weeks 
to prepare for the filming and get ac-
quainted with Arabic cuisine.

“Many of the film’s featured dish-
es are unfamiliar to sophisticated food-
ies,” she said. “Dishes like mussakhan 
(a traditional Palestinian dish of roast-
ed sumac chicken atop caramelized 
onions and laffa bread), taashimi (Le-
vantine whole fish baked in a crust) 

and manti (lamb 
dumplings) are not 
well known here in 
the United States. So, 
it has been a joy to 
help generate interest 
in these dishes.”

Hawk also got 
acquainted with the 
city itself.

“Little did I know 
that once I’d arrive in 
Haifa, the chefs, the 

city, the food, the humanity would pro-
vide a magical narrative far exceeding 
my expectations,” she said. “In a way, 
Breaking Bread is a love letter to Hai-
fa.”

Atamna-Ismaeel, the film’s pri-
mary subject, “believes encouraging 
contact between opposing sides leads 

to a better understanding and improved 
relations. She exudes charm and wit, 
is creative and talented. But it’s her 
quips like, ‘I don’t believe there’s any 
room for politics in the kitchen,’ and 
her tenacity to bridge the gap, to make 
small steps, hoping that they will lead 
to huge ones, that make her an inspira-
tional protagonist in Breaking Bread,” 
said Hawk.

Atamna-Ismaeel selected the chefs 
and paired them up for the festival.

“I would film a pair of chefs, and 
it would become obvious, in the mo-
ment, that they would be stars of the 
film. For example, the pairing of chefs 

Shlomi Meir and Ali Khattib was a gift 
from the cinema heavens. Their natural 
bond over parallel missions was emo-
tional and organically embodied the 
themes of the film.

“You have Shlomi, a third-genera-
tion owner of Haifa’s Maayan Habira 
restaurant, propelled by his mission 
to continue the legacy of his deceased 
grandfather’s cooking. Everything 
Shlomi touches in his kitchen, from the 
meat smoker to the antiquated refrig-
erator he refuses to update, resurrects 
the memory of his grandfather,” Hawk 
said.

A-Sham Arabic Food Festival founder Dr. Nof Atamna-Ismaeel in Breaking Bread  
(Photos courtesy of Cohen Media Group)

Plated manti (lamb dumplings) pictured in Breaking Bread 

continued on next page

Victoria knew she had a complicated pregnancy but didn’t expect to be rushed to the ER at 
seven months. That night, baby Luke was born and placed in the neonatal intensive care unit 

(NICU). Victoria underwent emergency surgery to save her life.  

It’s unusual to experience the ER, Trauma Center, NICU and ICU all at once, but this story’s 
happy ending is testament to the skill and dedication of the critical care teams at SMH.  

Victoria says the nurses were her angels and her doctors were amazing. The  
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A cinematic love letter...continued from previous page
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A cinematic love letter to Haifa’s multicultural humanity

Shlomi Meir and Ali Khattib was a gift 
from the cinema heavens. Their natural 
bond over parallel missions was emo-
tional and organically embodied the 
themes of the film.

“You have Shlomi, a third-genera-
tion owner of Haifa’s Maayan Habira 
restaurant, propelled by his mission 
to continue the legacy of his deceased 
grandfather’s cooking. Everything 
Shlomi touches in his kitchen, from the 
meat smoker to the antiquated refrig-
erator he refuses to update, resurrects 
the memory of his grandfather,” Hawk 
said.

Kanafeh, an Arab dessert, pictured in Breaking Bread 

Shlomi Meir and Ali Khattib in a scene from Breaking Bread

“And then you have Ali, propelled 
by his desire to continue the legacy of 
his grandmother’s unique Syrian dish-
es by introducing them into the Israeli 

culinary scene. And the first step in this 
journey is to teach Shlomi, at the fes-
tival, how to make his grandmother’s 
yogurt, bulgur and lamb soup named 
kishek. Shlomi and Ali are mirror  

images. They recognize themselves in 
each other.”

Hawk engaged Jewish Israeli cin-
ematographer Ofer Ben Yehuda, and 

Egyptian-born com-
poser Omar El-Deeb. 
Breaking Bread won 
an audience award at 
the Napa Valley Film 
Festival.
Abigail Klein Leich-
man is a writer and 
associate editor at 
ISRAEL21c. Prior to 
moving to Israel in 
2007, she was a spe-
cialty writer and copy 

editor at a major daily newspaper in 
New Jersey and has freelanced for a 
variety of newspapers and periodicals 
since 1984.

Victoria knew she had a complicated pregnancy but didn’t expect to be rushed to the ER at 
seven months. That night, baby Luke was born and placed in the neonatal intensive care unit 

(NICU). Victoria underwent emergency surgery to save her life.  

It’s unusual to experience the ER, Trauma Center, NICU and ICU all at once, but this story’s 
happy ending is testament to the skill and dedication of the critical care teams at SMH.  

Victoria says the nurses were her angels and her doctors were amazing. The  
message from her husband and children: “Thank you for saving our family.” 

The Healthcare Foundation provides grants for critical needs such as OR  
technology, high-tech bassinettes and life-saving medical team training. 

Every gift will make a difference to someone, including you. 

Together we strengthen healthcare. 

 

 

If you’re wondering what a gift to  
the Healthcare Foundation can do,   
Ask a critical care patient. 

Give today.   
941.917.1286    
smhf.org 

Scan or visit smhf.org/victoria 
to watch the family's story.
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ISRAEL’S ECONOMY GREW 
EIGHT PERCENT IN 2021
Israel’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
grew by 8.1% in 2021, after shrinking 
by 2.2% in 2020 due to the Covid pan-
demic, the Central Bureau of Statistics 
reported Wednesday, February 16.

In 2021, GDP per capita grew by 
6.3% after shrinking by 3.9% in 2020. 
GDP per capita rose by an average of 
5% in OECD (Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation) countries in 2021.

Israel’s GDP grew 16.6% in the 
fourth quarter of 2021, after growing 
at only 2.4% in the third quarter. (Guy 
Ben Simon, Globes)

EMIRATI OFFICIAL: WE 
ACCEPT ISRAEL AS PART 
OF THE REGION
Senior Emirati official Dr. Ali Al Nu-
aimi, who helped pave the way for 
the Abraham Accords, told the Jewish 
News the impact of the normalization 
agreement with Israel had “exceed-
ed” all expectations within a year. He 
suggested his generation of Arabs had 
been “hijacked by a narrative that cre-
ated hate between us” and his govern-
ment was taken aback by the level of 
support on the Israeli street for warmer 
relations.

The process has confirmed that 
people in the region have changed, Al 
Nuaimi said. “The Arab people are fed 
up with wars and terrorism, they want 
peace.... The Israelis have changed, 

the Palestinians have changed and the 
Arabs have changed. Some leaders 
didn’t yet change but they will. Now 
when Israelis visit the UAE they see 
with their own eyes that we are Arab, 
we are Muslim, but we believe they are 
part of the region. The message that 
went to them in the last 70 years was 
that they are not accepted. That when-
ever there is an opportunity to destroy 
Israel it will be taken. They see from 
our people, not only our leadership, it’s 
different.” (Justin Cohen, Jewish News 
- UK)

ISRAEL APPROVES  
$95 MILLION JOINT 
RESEARCH FUND WITH UAE
On Sunday, January 23, Israel’s cabi-
net approved a joint Israel-UAE R&D 
fund to encourage collaboration on 
technological innovation, and to help 
Israeli companies access resources that 
are not available in Israel. Israel will 
allocate NIS 15 million a year over the 
next decade and the UAE will provide 
matching funds, for a total of NIS 300 
million ($95 million). (Lazar Berman, 
Times of Israel)

THE ARAB WORLD IS  
RE-EMBRACING JEWS
From Morocco to the Gulf, a surpris-
ing number of Arab countries are wel-
coming back Jews and embracing their 
Jewish heritage.

continued on next page
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The failures and excesses of Arab 

nationalism and Islamism have forced 
many countries to rethink chauvinist 
dogmas.

“The Arab world has too many 
problems to still care about Palestine,” 
says Kamal Alam, an expert on Syria. 
“Instead, they look at Israel and Jews 
as models for running a successful 
country that feeds itself without oil.”

Most Arabs have no memory of the 
big Arab-Israeli wars of last century. 
Milder opinions have been encouraged 
by leaders who see the Jewish state as a 
potential trade partner and ally against 

Iran.
Saudi Arabia has not formally 

made peace with Israel, but the king-
dom – once one of the world’s most 
closed and intolerant countries – now 
welcomes Jews, even Israelis (travel-
ing on foreign passports).

Hebrew can be heard at fairs and 
festivals. An Israeli mentalist per-
formed at a recent royal party. An-
ti-Jewish calumnies have been culled 
from Saudi textbooks.

Muhammad bin Salman, the crown 
prince and de facto ruler of Saudi Ara-
bia, has defied the clerics by sponsor-
ing archaeological digs of Jewish sites 
in the hopes of one day attracting Jew-
ish sightseers.

In Egypt, the government of Ab-
del-Fattah el-Sisi is renovating Jewish 

cemeteries and what was once the big-
gest synagogue in the Middle East.

The regime of Bashar al-Assad in 
Syria is restoring synagogues and has 
reached out to the many Syrian Jews 
in New York, hosting a delegation of 
them in Damascus. (Economist - UK)

ISRAEL TO REPAIR, 
PROTECT HERITAGE SITES 
IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA 
Israel’s Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage 
Ministry plans to allocate $3.2 million 
for the preservation, rehabilitation and 
rescue of heritage sites in Judea and 
Samaria. Dozens of archaeological 
sites have been targeted by the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) and antiquities 
robbers in the Palestinian territories. 
Recently, Israel Hayom reported that 
antiquities robbers had caused sig-
nificant damage to an ancient Roman 
amphitheater in Samaria. Last year, 
Palestinian roadwork destroyed por-
tions of a 3,200-year-old wall on the 
biblical site of Joshua’s altar on Mount 
Ebal, near Nablus.

Funding will go toward reconstruc-
tion work at Sebastia, which served as 
the capital of the kingdom of Israel 
during the period of the First Temple, 
and for efforts to better protect archae-
ological sites. Further funding will be 
allocated toward reconstruction work 
at the Hasmonean royal winter palaces, 
a complex of Hasmonean and Herodi-
an buildings from the Second Temple 
period near Jericho, after local Arab 
vandals damaged the site.

Minister Ze’ev Elkin said, “The 
destruction of the sites, which is be-

ing carried out under the auspices of 
the PA, is destroying the history of the 
entire region.... The conservation of 
heritage sites in Judea and Samaria is 
a national mission.” (Efrat Forsher, Is-
rael Hayom)

AMNESTY TRIES TO 
DISTORT MY ARAB 
IDENTITY
As an Israeli Arab who grew up in 
Nazareth, Amnesty International’s re-
cent report tries to distort my identity. 
Israeli Arabs like me live under the 
democratically elected government of 
Israel with equal rights like any Jew-
ish citizen. No matter how many times 
Amnesty International tries to erase my 
identity to advance its political agenda, 
that doesn’t make it the truth.

I was a soldier in the Israel De-
fense Forces protecting the north of 
Israel – where most of the Israeli-Ar-
ab community lives – from terrorist 
rocket attacks by Hizbullah. I was also 
a commander of dozens of Jewish sol-
diers. What kind of “apartheid” would 
let Arabs give orders to Jews?

A recent report by the Israel De-
mocracy Institute showed that the ma-
jority of Israeli Arabs identify as Arab 
or Israeli Arab. Only 7% identify as 
Palestinian. In our Arab-Israeli com-
munity, the majority want to live in 
peace with Jews. Many already are an 
integral part of Israeli society.

If Israel has a racial issue with 
Arabs, why did we then make peace 
with Morocco, UAE, Egypt, Jordan 
and Bahrain? (Yoseph Haddad, CEO 
of the NGO Together - Vouch for Each 
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Other, which aims to create better un-
derstanding and cooperation between 
Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews, Jerusa-
lem Post)

ISRAEL RANKS ABOVE 
SPAIN, ITALY AND U.S. 
FOR DEMOCRACY IN  
NEW GLOBAL INDEX
The latest annual Democracy Index 
from the Economist Intelligence Unit 
puts Israel in 23rd place in the world 
out of 167 – above Italy, Spain and the 
U.S., and just behind France and Brit-
ain.

Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs David 
Schenker said the report amounts to a 
“stunning rebuttal” of Amnesty Inter-
national’s recent claim that Israel is an 
“apartheid state” and has been since its 
founding in 1948. (David Rose, Jewish 
Chronicle - UK)

WHOOPI GOLDBERG 
ISN’T THE ONLY ONE WHO 
DOESN’T UNDERSTAND 
ANTISEMITISM
Whoopi Goldberg recently declared 
that “the Holocaust wasn’t about race,” 
because it was “two groups of White 
people.” Her co-hosts pushed back. 
Joy Behar noted that the Nazis were 
obsessed with race, and Sara Haines 
reminded Goldberg that Jews were not 
considered White in Nazi Germany. 
Within eight hours, Goldberg had apol-
ogized, saying, “I’m sorry for the hurt 
I have caused.”

But her comments reflect a disturb-
ing ideology that is growing increas-
ingly rampant: a concerted effort to 
rewrite the history of the Jewish people 
and render the nature of antisemitism 
as nebulous and as nonspecific to Jews 
as possible. It’s an ideology that tries 
to turn Jews into White people, that 
tries to erase Jewish vulnerability and 
oppression, and which myopically cat-
egorizes the hatred against them into 
American considerations of what rac-
ism looks like. But Jews predate these 
categories (and America, as a nation) 
by thousands of years.

As I watched Goldberg, I found 
myself thinking of my Berlin-born 
grandmother. She remembers that she 
wasn’t allowed to go to the park, the 
pool or have a bicycle. She wasn’t al-
lowed into restaurants. She couldn’t 
go to the theater, the movies, museum 
exhibits or the beach. These racial dis-
criminations were state sponsored. She 
carries the trauma of that exclusion 
with her to this day.

The Nazi Nuremberg laws were 
highly specific, based on calculating 
the amount of Jewish blood in a per-
son’s veins. To describe the Holocaust 
as “not about race” betrays a profound 

ignorance of what the Holocaust en-
tailed. The failing here is that Gold-
berg’s misunderstanding is all too 
common. (Daniella Greenbaum, Wash-
ington Post)

ISRAEL’S REWARDING 
ROAD TO NORMALIZATION
Israel’s normalization with three Arab 
countries through the Abraham Ac-
cords has provided Israel with an en-
hanced regional standing. “Apart from 
Syria and Lebanon, there is no other 
Arab country we’re not engaging with, 
and which is not engaging with us,” 
said Eliav Benjamin, Israel Foreign 
Ministry’s Middle East Department 
Director.

Normalization has created a new 
world of opportunities for Israel to fi-
nally taste being part of the region in 
people-to-people terms. A Holocaust 
memorial exhibition has opened in 
Dubai, academic exchanges are under-
way with Morocco, and Israel’s She-
ba Medical Center is providing health 
care in Bahrain. The siege of Arab en-
mity appears to be retreating. Israeli 
companies are even cooperating with 
Saudi counterparts “in different ways, 
shapes and forms,” Benjamin said.

“Countries that were shying away 
are interested to hear what we have to 
say. In a tough neighborhood, we’ve 
met the challenges. Israel punches way 
over its weight, but rightly so,” Benja-
min said. 

Moroccan social scientist Mo-
hamed Chtatou, who teaches at the In-
ternational University of Rabat, said, 
“People are happy [the relationship] is 
coming out of the closet. Relations are 
going to grow.” (Ben Lynfield, Foreign 
Policy)

ISRAEL’S NEW STRATEGY 
IN A POST-AMERICAN 
MIDDLE EAST
Waning U.S. engagement in the Mid-
dle East has emboldened Iran, which is 
posing a growing threat to Israel and 
other nations throughout the region. 
Governments in the region have begun 
to doubt the resolve of the U.S. as a 
security guarantor. Even as it contin-
ues to benefit from U.S. assistance and 
backing, Israel has sought new region-
al partnerships to buttress its security.

Iran continues to provide drones, 
rockets, missiles, military training and 
support to a growing number of proxy 
militias in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen 
and the Palestinian theaters. Tehran has 
also stepped up its proxy attacks on 
Saudi and Emirati targets, U.S. forces 
in the region and, occasionally, mari-
time targets, such as Emirati vessels 
and merchant ships belonging to Israe-
lis.

In addition to the potentially ex-
istential threat posed by an Iranian 
nuclear bomb, Tehran’s support for 
Hizbullah has created a lethal mili-
tary threat on Israel’s borders, with 
the Shiite militia now equipped with a 
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formidable arsenal of precision-guided 
missiles, attack drones and air defense 
systems.

In short, the perceived retreat of 
the U.S. from the Middle East has 
unleashed a chain reaction of nuclear 
proliferation and increased military 
aggression by Iran and its proxies. The 
failure to stop Iran’s nuclear program 
could accelerate a regional nuclear 
arms race.

Israel’s security alliance with the 
U.S. was further advanced last year 
with the inclusion of Israel in U.S. 

Central Command’s area of responsi-
bility. Israel can increasingly share the 
burden of some U.S. security missions 
with its intelligence, air and cyber de-
fenses. For years, Israel has shared in-
telligence and cyber-capabilities with 
the Gulf states. Over the past decade, 
Israel has also supported Jordan’s bor-
der security and Egypt’s counterter-
rorism efforts in Sinai, while its Iron 
Dome missile defense system has in-
tercepted incoming rockets targeting 
both Eilat in Israel and neighboring 
Aqaba in Jordan.

Israel prepares its own military op-
tions against Iran to serve as a back-
stop should all other efforts to contain 
Iran’s nuclear program fail. Concur-
rently, Israel will likely continue its co-

vert campaign against Tehran’s nuclear 
and ballistic missile programs in or-
der to disrupt and impede its progress  
toward making a bomb. (Maj.-Gen. 
(res.) Amos Yadlin and Brig.-Gen. (ret.)  
Assaf Orion, Foreign Affairs)

HOW ISRAEL’S COVID 
DIPLOMACY IS HELPING 
THE WORLD
Israel is on the front lines of respond-
ing to the coronavirus pandemic across 
the globe. Israel’s unique ability to 
deal with emergency situations, impro-
vise and respond quickly and flexibly 
have all factored into its success. There 
is a core Jewish value that teaches us 
that we must help those in need during 
difficult times. It is therefore natural 
that Israel has gone to great lengths to 
support its friends in the international 
community.

Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has been at the forefront of efforts to 
donate masks, respirators and other es-
sential medical equipment to countless 
countries. When India was ravaged by 
a severe wave of coronavirus in April 
2021, Israel sent entire planeloads filled 
with respirators and medical aid. When 
Romania was grappling with a crisis 
in November, we sent a team of five 
top medical experts to share Israel’s 
experience in its hospitals. In Ghana, 
the Israeli embassy distributed masks 
to local medical teams. Israel has also 
committed to donate over a million 
vaccine doses to African nations.

Hundreds of kilograms of PPE 
gear, syringes, medications and more 
has been sent to medical staff in 52 
countries, including Kenya, Peru and 
Bulgaria. The ministry’s agency for 
international cooperation (Mashav) 
has also brought medical staff and ad-
ministrators from Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Guatemala and many others to Isra-
el for world-class learning. IsraAID, 
a leading NGO, just finished a six-
month project in Eswatini, where an 
Israeli team set up an operations center 
for distributing vaccines and training 
medical staff. (Amb. Daniel Meron, 
Covid-19 Project Manager at the Isra-
el Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jewish 
Chronicle - UK)

IDF SEES MAJOR 
INCREASE IN FEMALE 
SOLDIERS 
The number of female soldiers in the 
IDF rose by 170% in the past seven 
years.

The number of female soldiers 
serving in clerical positions has fallen 
by 50% in the past two years. Forty-six 
women held the rank of colonel in 
2021, compared to 39 in 2020.

In the last draft year, women made 
up 40% of all recruits who entered 
technological units. (Jerusalem Post)

EGYPT’S EL-SISI HAS 
TAKEN A STRATEGIC 
DECISION TO DEEPEN  
TIES WITH ISRAEL

 � Egypt is adopting a new approach 
to Israel and is striving to deepen 
economic and commercial ties. 
This new approach can be at-
tributed to the major success of 
the Abraham Accords, which have 
helped promote economic deals 
signed between companies from 
Israel and Egypt.

 � In his recent gesture to greet Is-
rael’s Energy Minister in Cairo, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi was showing his people and 
the Arab world that Egypt is pre-
pared to open up to Israel, econom-
ically, for tourism and in a range of 
other ways.

 � A new deal conveys gas from Is-
rael’s offshore Leviathan field 
through Israel to the Jordanian bor-
der and then southwards through 
Jordan and beneath the Red Sea 
to Egypt. There is an existing 
pipeline between Israel’s Medi-
terranean coast and the Jordanian 
border near Beit Shean following 
a 2016 deal to supply natural gas 
to Jordan.

 � The pipelines carrying Israeli gas 
to Egypt via Sinai are operating at 
full capacity, with a bottleneck be-
tween Ashkelon and Ashdod pre-
venting the purchase of all the gas 
that Egypt needed. It is hoped that 
Israeli government company Israel 
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Who needs “denazification?”
By David Harris, CEO of American Jewish Committee (AJC), March 9, 2022

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin justified his current inva-
sion of Ukraine by asserting 

the country needed to be denazified. 
It was a rather odd assertion, to say 

the least. Ukraine is led by a proud, 
democratically elected Jew, Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, chosen by nearly 
three-quarters of the voters in 2019. 
Meanwhile, Ukrainian Jews were en-
joying a vibrant religious and commu-
nal life until the Russian assault, and 
the government had adopted one of the 
toughest measures anywhere against 
antisemitism. 

Ironically, this was a perfect ex-
ample of “the pot calling the kettle 
black.” Indeed, it was Putin’s regime 
drawing from the Nazi playbook, not  
Ukraine. 

Now this gets tricky. After all, the 
Soviet Union fought Nazi Germany te-
naciously, and victoriously, from 1941 
to 1945, after two years of complicity 
with Hitler due to the Molotov-Rib-
bentrop agreement. The Soviets en-
dured by far the heaviest losses among 
the Allied forces, and their valor and 
tenacity were crucial to vanquishing 
Nazism. 

But even that history does not give 
Putin a pass today. The stark, unavoid-
able truth is that Putin is behaving in a 
way eerily reminiscent of 1938-39. 

Like Hitler, he is filled with rage 
and endless grievances. He has creat-
ed a phony history to justify his be-
havior. He believes he’s surrounded 
by enemies whose aim is to humiliate 
Russia. He sees his divine mission as 
restoring the power, and fulfilling the 
preordained destiny, of his nation. He 
seeks to portray himself as the leader 
and defender of all Russian speakers 
near and far. He’s convinced that his 
foes are weak, pliable and unprepared 
for battle. He’s acted step by step, 
grabbing lands (Transnistria, Abkha-
zia, South Ossetia, Crimea, Donbas, 

Belarus), then pausing to assess the 
reaction before taking still more when 
the response, he concludes, is largely 
muted, short-lived and cost-free. And 
he has surrounded himself with “yes” 
men, unable or unwilling to put an end 
to his madness, which could one day 
include nuclear weapons. 

In the world of Putin, there are no 
rules of warfare, other than to strike 
fear, spread terror and attack not 
only military, but also civilian targets 
throughout Ukraine. Concepts like in-
ternational humanitarian law, propor-
tionality and protection of civilians are 
only for the faint-hearted and squea-
mish. 

Thus, residential buildings are hit 
by Russian bombs and missiles. Chil-
dren are killed. Massive refugee flows 
are triggered. Civilian infrastructure is 
damaged. A Holocaust site is struck. 
So is a church. The president becomes 
the target of assassination squads. 
Nuclear power plants are seized. And 
protesters at home are arrested, while 
the state controls the means of commu- 
nications. 

And all the while, the Russian pro-
paganda machine, with a straight face, 
insists there’s no invasion, only a noble 
effort to stop a Nazi-like “genocide” 
against Russian speakers in Ukraine. 
Genocide? What utter rubbish, wor-
thy, yes, of Joseph Goebbels, the Third  
Reich’s Minister of Propaganda. 

Of course, his spokespersons also 
absurdly claim, parroting Putin, that 
there’s no Ukraine and no Ukrainian 
people, even as this “non-country” and 
“non-people,” which existed long be-
fore Russia, have united in remarkable 
fashion to confront the invaders and 
given them the fight of their lives – and 
despite a practically nonexistent air 
force, virtually no air defense systems 
and a weak navy.

In the fog of war, truth becomes 
an early casualty. That’s why it’s all 

the more important to stress again and 
again that: (a) Ukraine is a sovereign 
nation; (b) Like other sovereign na-
tions, it has the right to chart its own 
destiny; (c) Ukraine poses absolutely 
no threat to Russia, a vastly larger and 
more powerful neighbor; (d) Russia in-
vaded Ukraine for its own imperialist 
reasons and, by doing so, has put the 
entire world at risk; and (e) The Putin 
regime is guilty of war crimes.

So, by all means, let’s discuss the 
urgent need for denazification. But 
starting in Moscow, not Kyiv.

The AJC West Coast 
Florida office, 

located in Sarasota, 
can be reached at 

941.365.4955.

Natural Gas Lines will complete 
laying a new gas pipeline to relieve 
the congestion by the end of 2023.

 � According to the agreement signed 
in February in Cairo, the amount 
of gas that will be conveyed to 
Egypt via the Jordanian pipeline 
will reach 2 billion cubic meters 
(BCM) annually, while 3.5 BCM 
will eventually be conveyed from 
Ashkelon to El Arish in Egypt. In 
other words, Israel will be selling 
Egypt 5.5 BCM annually.

 � Thus, the walls are continuing to 
fall between Israel and its neigh-
bors. Israeli, UAE and Jordanian 
trucks travel between Israel and 
the UAE via Saudi Arabia filled 
with Israeli goods. Israeli water 
irrigates fields in Jordan. (Danny 
Zaken, Globes)

U.S., ISRAELI MEDICAL 
TEAMS WORK TOGETHER 
TO HELP UKRAINIAN 
REFUGEES IN MOLDOVA
I am a Miami-based physician with a 
specialty in internal medicine, current-
ly in Chisinau, Moldova, with United 

Hatzalah of Israel.
Upon the arrival of United 

Hatzalah’s advance team from Isra-
el, we joined forces and suddenly, we 
were 15 people instead of three, which 
included logistics, operation and ad-
vanced life support team members.

We established two displaced-per-
sons centers and began initial interven-
tion and treatment at each.

Together with telemedicine tech-
nologies brought from Israel, we ob-
tained greater insight into patients’ 
conditions, more accurately guiding 
assessment-based treatment.

United Hatzalah chartered a plane 
from Israel with an additional 40 med-
ical personnel, all volunteers who left 
their families to help the refugees here.

We dispatched teams to go to dis-
placed-persons encampments, includ-
ing hotels, schools, shelters and border 
crossings.

Our aim is to provide medical 
treatment, as well as emotional and 
psychological intervention and human-
itarian aid, to any and all those in need 
regardless of race or religion. (Dr. Zev 
Neuwirth, Miami Herald)

Briefs...continued from previous page

https://www.tidewellfoundation.org
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Telling our story – Passover 5782

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Ben Shull 
Jewish Congregation of Venice

With Passover quickly ap-
proaching, we will soon 
unpack our Haggadot from 

storage and get ready for the Seder 
night. Yes, there is food to prepare and 
dishes to wash and matzah to purchase, 
all vital steps in making a meaningful 
Seder. And yet, there is something even 
more vital than arranging the menu and 
the dishes. The most vital step in pre-
paring for Passover is figuring out how 
to tell our story, the story of our fam-
ily and our people, to ourselves, our 
family, our guests and, most impor-
tantly, our children and grandchildren. 
Who are we Jews? From where do we 
come and where are we going? What is 
our purpose? What are our hopes, our 
dreams?

Yes, the Haggadah offers us a 
script. “We were slaves to Pharaoh 
in Egypt and God took us out with 
a mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm…” But what does it mean to be 
descendants of slaves and for what 
purpose were we freed? “For not just 
one enemy has arisen to destroy us;  

rather in every generation there are 
those who seek to destroy us, but the 
Holy One saves us from their hands.” 
Does this mean that antisemitism is 
inevitable and just how do we ex-
pect God to save us from the hand of 
our enemies? The Haggadah is but a 
blueprint. Each Passover, we need to 
construct the Seder anew by retelling 
our story. This is what the Haggadah 
means when it says, “Even if we know 
the story well and have told it many 
times, the more we tell in great detail, 
the more we are to be praised.”

Telling our story to our family and 
friends is the most important mitzvah 
of the Seder night. Telling our story so 
it becomes our children’s and grand-
children’s cherished story is even more 
important. But this year, this Passover 
is different – different from all other 
Passovers in my lifetime. For on this 
Passover, we are not only charged with 
the responsibility of telling our story to 
our children and grandchildren, we must 
tell our neighbors our story as well.

Why is this Passover different and 
why must we tell our story to our neigh-
bors? Because this Passover we are liv-
ing in the dark and ominous shadow of 
the greatest resurgence of antisemitism 
in America in our lifetimes. Our fellow 
Jews in worship are attacked, our syn-
agogues are vandalized and our homes 
are littered with antisemitic leaflets. 
We must tell our neighbors our story so 
that they can understand that we are a 
diverse and strong people with a rich 
and noble history – a people with an 
important role to play in the unfolding 

of justice in the world. We must tell 
our neighbors our story because if we 
don’t tell them, someone else will, and 
we can be certain that story will be un-
truthful and unkind.

Through my work with the Fed-
eration’s CRConnect committee on 
antisemitism education, I have had 
the opportunity to tell our story to our 
neighbors. Along with several won-
derful lay leaders, I have spoken with 
church groups, students and parents 
in local schools, and police cadets. 
They are all receptive to our message 
and in need of our message as well. In 
our meeting with police cadets from 
the Sarasota Police Department, one 
of the cadets asked, “Just who are the 
Jews?” He was from Cuba and he just 
didn’t know what we meant by Jews. 
In a meeting with a local church group 
on Siesta Key, one of the church mem-
bers asked, “Have Jews ever consid-
ered non-violent resistance?” He was 
either unaware of our values or history 
or both. Certainly, he was not sensitive 
to the trauma of the Holocaust in the 
Jewish psyche and the role that a proud 
and strong Israel plays in the heart of 
most Jews.

Frankly, I was surprised just how 
little our neighbors know about us, but 
in hindsight, I shouldn’t have been. 
We are a small people, a tiny people. 
Many of our neighbors, if they have 
ever known Jews, have only known us 
superficially. It’s time to tell our story. 
Yes, we need to tell them about suffer-
ing and our enemies, but we also need 
to tell them about our resilience and 

our friends. We need to tell them about 
our values and our pride, our contribu-
tions and our heroes. 

As I write this column, there is a 
Jewish hero emerging on the world 
stage, the president of Ukraine, Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, a proud Jew. He is a 
Jewish and Ukrainian hero, elected by 
an overwhelming majority of his peo-
ple, a people that has a history of hatred 
directed against our people, a people 
that now hails a Jewish Ukrainian as 
their leader. That’s a great Jewish story, 
a great human story, of courage and re-
demption. 

There are many Jewish heroes 
whose stories need to be told, such as 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Natan Sharansky 
and Mayim Bialik. Of course, we have 
our scoundrels as well, and that is also 
part of our story. We can never assume 
our neighbors know us. To know us 
may not be to love us. But, let us hope 
that to know us is to respect us

“And when your children ask you, 
‘What do you mean by this rite? You 
shall say…” (Ex. 12:26) What shall we 
say? The Torah gives us the blueprint, 
the outline. Our job is to build a story, 
tell a tale so compelling and so power-
ful that they will want to share that sto-
ry with generations to come. And when 
our neighbors ask, “What is antisem-
itism and who are the Jews?” What 
shall we say? Passover challenges us 
to have an answer, to tell our story to 
all who are ready to listen and may we 
listen to their story in return.

A sweet and meaningful Passover 
to all!
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The path to freedom

Rabbi Jennifer Singer
Congregation Kol HaNeshama

From 
the 
Bimah

Every year at Passover I am re-
minded that the Hebrew word 
for Egypt, Mitzrayim, also 

means “the narrow place.” That feels 
especially true after the past two years 
of our lives being constricted by Covid 
and its variants. 

We are cautiously optimistic about 
this year’s Seders, hoping that another 
variant of our modern plague will not 
force us apart yet again.

And every Passover since Covid 
began, I am reminded that our suffer-
ing is nothing like that of our ancestors. 
They endured 400 years of slavery at 
the hands of the Egyptians. 

They had no idea when it would 
end. They simply endured. This stiff-
necked people, whose complaining and 
whining in the desert makes us uncom-
fortable today, were stubborn enough 
to keep on going.

It takes chutzpah to stand up to that 
kind of assault on one’s humanity. 

Each of us has our own unique nar-
row places, the fears and uncertainties 
that prevent us from moving forward, 
sometimes even from doing what we 
really want to do. 

I am a perfect example of this re-
luctance. For years, I made excuses 
about why I shouldn’t apply to rabbin-
ical school. One afternoon, I was ex-
plaining to a friend that it was too late, 
I was too old. I said that I’d be 60 at my 
ordination. 

She stopped me and said, “You’re 
going to be 60 anyway. Why not be 60 
and a rabbi?” 

My self-imposed limitations created 

a barrier that would not allow for es-
cape to a new reality that I craved but 
was afraid to create. When I finally 
broke free, I learned that it was not too 
late, that I wasn’t too old.

During my years as a rabbi, I’ve 
been privileged to spend time with 
people at or near the end of their lives. I 
often ask if they are able to find mean-
ing in their lives. 

To my joy and delight, nearly ev-
eryone says yes. Unless we are crip-
pled by debilitating pain, we humans 
have an incredible capacity for finding 
meaning in the smallest of things, even 
at the very end of our lives.

As we enter into Passover, with 
its message of personal liberation, of 
traveling through psychological plac-
es of fear and constriction to places of 
openheartedness and hope, this mes-
sage is also linked to our own search 
for meaning.

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg once wrote, 
“To be fully realized, an Exodus must 
include an inner voyage, not just a 
march on the road out of Egypt.”

This year, the questions that we 
ask during the Passover Seder can be 
touchstones for each of us. To ask, 
“Why is this night different from all 
other nights?” offers us the chance to 
ask, “Where am I tonight and where do 
I want to be?” The Seder opens a door 
to reflect on where we are on our own 
journeys and how we will choose to 
live our lives.

What narrow places have you im-
posed on yourself? What narrow plac-
es has the external world imposed on 
you? Once you have asked those ques-
tions, keep asking: How can I tran-
scend them? Who can I turn to for help 
and support on this new leg of my per-
sonal journey? What tools do I need? 
What doors can I open?

May this Passover be a part of our 
journey, both as individuals and as the 
Jewish people, from the narrow plac-
es to the openness of freedom, on our 
journey to Sinai and God’s revelation 
of our path forward.
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Amnesty International report libels the State of Israel
COMMENTARY

An elephantine Seder
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

According to a well-known sto-
ry, six blind men happened to 
live in the same village in In-

dia. Once, when told an elephant was 
being walked nearby, they asked for 

the animal to be 
brought to them 
to discern its na-
ture.

“It’s a pillar,” 
asserted the one 
who felt the crea-
ture’s leg. “No,” 
claimed another 
who held the tail, 

“It’s a rope.” “You’re both wrong,” re-
plied the man who touched the trunk. 
“It’s a tree branch.” Stroking the behe-
moth’s ear, the fourth thought it to be a 
large hand fan. “It’s like a huge wall,” 
claimed the man who’d extended his 
hands along the pachyderm’s side. 
“You don’t know what you’re talking 
about,” remarked the sixth whose fin-
gers had found a tusk. “This is a big, 
solid pipe.” 

As they continued to argue, an-
other village resident, regarded for his 
wisdom, indicated that they were all 
correct. “Each of you engaged with a 
different part of the creature and imag-
ined what it was,” he said. 

Now, consider that you and a few 
others from your office have been in-
vited to experience a Seder at a col-
league’s home. Having never attended 
one before, you are all, figuratively, 
blind about the nature of the occasion. 

On arriving, your group notices 
an immaculately set table with a large, 
stylized plate in the middle holding 
several disparate foods. Rather than 
disclose the purpose of this peculiar ar-
ray, the host first asks her guests what 
they surmise them to mean. 

One regards the mottled egg as a 
reminder of a world that is no longer 
pure but marred by pollution. Anoth-
er suggests the oval, like many peo-
ple these days, looks as if it has been 
through a lot. Next, the host points to 
the bone. “It appears archaeological, 
as if it has lasted a long time,” is one 
response. “Maybe it was meant to be 
waved to ward off some sort of bad 
spirit.” Another shares that the bone 
signifies strength and endurance. 

Next up is the lettuce. “The green 
color makes me think of nature,” is 
mentioned as well as the idea that the 
vegetable could symbolize the desire 
“to turn over a new leaf.” Someone 
else chimes in that its lightness might 
reflect the need “to try to let go of cer-
tain burdens we carry.” 

A small heap of what resembles a 
concoction of apple bits, nuts and wine 
now comes under scrutiny. “That looks 
like energy food,” comments a guest. 
“I can see loading up on it before going 
on a hike.” Another offers that the mix 

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

of different elements contributes to a 
whole that is more than the sum of its 
parts and that the dominance of the ap-
ples evokes optimism and good health.

The bitter herb stirs special inter-
est. That it grows underground like 
carrots and potatoes is emphasized. 
“I guess,” says a guest, “it teaches we 
don’t always realize what, at times, can 
be hidden right under our feet.” A guest 
wonders why it’s called horseradish 
while another notes that while the root 
looks fairly plain, its pungency con-
veys a strong, positive zest. 

The host then directs attention to 
the matzah. The viewpoint that “per-
haps this kind of bread is about get-
ting down to basics, to the essence 
of things, to take a break from all the 
additives we are subjected to now,” is 
offered. “It can also easily crack. What 
is pure, therefore, may also be quite 
vulnerable as well.”

We are all familiar with the tradi-
tional explanations for the items found 
on the Seder plate. But this doesn’t 
mean there aren’t potentially many 
more to be conceived. 

While Passover affords the oppor-
tunity for families to gather and enjoy 
a festive holiday meal, without reinvig-
oration, the gathering risks becoming 
too routinized and predictable. There-
fore, before coming to the Seder this 
year, it would behoove us to imagine 
never having previously participated in 
one. This mindset will prevent customs 
from being taken for granted, allowing 
the event to be appreciated anew. Our 
blindness, so to speak, can enable us to 
see more. 

The Haggadah instructs us to re-
member that we were once strang-
ers in Egypt. While often regarded in 
pejorative terms, the persona of the 
stranger actually possesses a positive 
connotation in Judaism. The stranger 
notices things that others overlook, is 
attuned to distinctions and provides 
fresh points of view. Is this not one of 
the reasons we are encouraged to invite 
strangers to join us at our Seder? Their 
observations and questions help en-
large its dimensions of meaning. They 
offer new lenses for us to creatively 
discern a myriad of possibilities for in-
sight. 

Of course, the four glasses of wine 
we are commanded to drink certainly 
don’t hurt in encouraging us to intro-
duce new interpretations of the Exodus 
saga around the table. This too shows 
just how much our sages knew what 
they were doing in formulating the 
Seder rite.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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Amnesty International report libels the State of Israel

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

Recently, Amnesty International 
published a 280-page docu-
ment entitled “Israel’s Apart-

heid Against Palestinians.” This report 
is filled with lies, innuendos and verbal 
attacks against the State of Israel that 
date back to the inception of the Jewish 
state in 1948.

If apartheid exists in 
this part of the world, it is 
not Israel but the Palestin-
ians who are guilty of such 
acts. There is not a single 
Jewish community in ex-
istence anywhere under 
Palestinian control. Pales-
tinian law makes selling 
land to Jews a crime pun-
ishable by death. A senior 
Palestinian Authority individual said in 
an official publication, “Whoever sells 
real estate to the enemy is considered a 
traitor to the religion, to the homeland 
and the people, and all those who com-
mit this act must be punished.

Contrast that with the fact that 
since 1966, Israel’s Arabs have enjoyed 
equality guaranteed in Israel’s Decla-
ration of Independence. The following 
realities hold true for Arabs residing 
in Israel: freedom to express politi-
cal opinions, freedom of movement, 
freedom to vote in national and local 
elections. Arabs are represented in the 
Knesset in both Zionist and anti-Zion-
ist parties. Following Israel’s most re-
cent election, the Islamist-Arab Ra-am 
party (United Arab List) is a part of the 
government coalition headed by Prime 

Minister Naftali Bennett.
Arab doctors work in Israeli hos-

pitals and Arab students are enrolled in 
Israeli universities.

Israel accords more rights to Arabs 
and Palestinians than does any other 
state in the region. In the face of these 

facts, the Amnesty report 
still states the following: 
“Israel has established 
and maintained an insti-
tutionalized regimen of 
oppression and domina-
tion of the Palestinian 
population for the benefit 
of Jewish Israelis – wher-
ever it has exercised con-
trol over Palestine since 
1948.”

In response, Foreign Minister Yair 
Lapid stated that the report “denies the 
State of Israel’s right to exist as a na-
tion state of the Jewish people.” The 
extremist language and distortion of 
historical contempt were designed to 
demonize Israel and pour fuel onto the 
fire of antisemitism.

Recently, Israel offered Palestin-
ians economic aid to ease their prob-
lems and to curb the influence of Hamas 
in the area. Israel has promised the 
Palestinian Authority loans and infra-
structure upgrades, while at the same 
time holding high-level talks with West 
Bank leaders seeking to diminish the 
influence of Hamas and halt attacks on 
Israel and her people. The government 
has issued several thousand identity 
cards for Palestinians allowing them  

to travel anywhere in the country.
This report comes out at a time 

when Israel is enjoying the most pos-
itive relations with a number of Arab 
states thanks to the results of the Abra-
ham Accords signed by Israel, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Mo-
rocco and Sudan. This agreement has 
seen Israel open an embassy in the 
UAE, and the UAE open an embassy 
in Israel. The UAE’s leader, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheik Mohamed 
bin Zayed, recently stated, “Israel and 
the United Arab Emirates are two suc-
cessful nations who started with very 
little in our hands, developed our lands 
into a successful paradise and in many 
ways set an example to the world of 
how to lead and develop nations with a 
vision for the future.” Does this sound 
like the actions of an “apartheid”  
state?

Israel has expanded her relations 
with the Arab world and, together, 
steps have been taken to deal with the 
majority of concerns facing each other 
and the world. These countries treasure 
the relationship with Israel, a relation-
ship that would have never been made 
if they considered Israel to be the state 
described by Amnesty International. 
Today, Israel is considered as a partner 
bent on improving life for all people of 
the Middle East. Together, Israel and 
her newfound Arab partners will make 
this goal a reality.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the Heller IAI.
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An elephantine Seder
of different elements contributes to a 
whole that is more than the sum of its 
parts and that the dominance of the ap-
ples evokes optimism and good health.

The bitter herb stirs special inter-
est. That it grows underground like 
carrots and potatoes is emphasized. 
“I guess,” says a guest, “it teaches we 
don’t always realize what, at times, can 
be hidden right under our feet.” A guest 
wonders why it’s called horseradish 
while another notes that while the root 
looks fairly plain, its pungency con-
veys a strong, positive zest. 

The host then directs attention to 
the matzah. The viewpoint that “per-
haps this kind of bread is about get-
ting down to basics, to the essence 
of things, to take a break from all the 
additives we are subjected to now,” is 
offered. “It can also easily crack. What 
is pure, therefore, may also be quite 
vulnerable as well.”

We are all familiar with the tradi-
tional explanations for the items found 
on the Seder plate. But this doesn’t 
mean there aren’t potentially many 
more to be conceived. 

While Passover affords the oppor-
tunity for families to gather and enjoy 
a festive holiday meal, without reinvig-
oration, the gathering risks becoming 
too routinized and predictable. There-
fore, before coming to the Seder this 
year, it would behoove us to imagine 
never having previously participated in 
one. This mindset will prevent customs 
from being taken for granted, allowing 
the event to be appreciated anew. Our 
blindness, so to speak, can enable us to 
see more. 

The Haggadah instructs us to re-
member that we were once strang-
ers in Egypt. While often regarded in 
pejorative terms, the persona of the 
stranger actually possesses a positive 
connotation in Judaism. The stranger 
notices things that others overlook, is 
attuned to distinctions and provides 
fresh points of view. Is this not one of 
the reasons we are encouraged to invite 
strangers to join us at our Seder? Their 
observations and questions help en-
large its dimensions of meaning. They 
offer new lenses for us to creatively 
discern a myriad of possibilities for in-
sight. 

Of course, the four glasses of wine 
we are commanded to drink certainly 
don’t hurt in encouraging us to intro-
duce new interpretations of the Exodus 
saga around the table. This too shows 
just how much our sages knew what 
they were doing in formulating the 
Seder rite.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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REPORT IT!REPORT IT!
If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  

or antisemitic activities,  or antisemitic activities,  
report it:report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ

https://www.jfedsrq.org/legacy-partner-program
https://www.jfedsrq.org/safesrq
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Israel is a democracy  
and not an apartheid state

In response to a question at a Washington, D.C., 
online event in February, Mansour Abbas, the 
Arab Israeli head of Ra’am, rejected the word 
“apartheid” to describe relations between the 
Jews and Arabs in Israel.

Opinions printed in The Jewish News  
of Sarasota-Manatee do not  
necessarily reflect those of  

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, its Board of Directors or staff.

By Harold M. Halpern

I planned to write about Israel’s 
medical and technological devel-
opments, which benefit the world, 

and about its first responders, who 
immediately rush to countries dealing 

with sudden hu-
manitarian crises. 
It’s a wonderful, 
upbeat feel-good 
story. But the re-
peated claim that 
Israel is an apart-
heid state causes 
me to postpone my 
intended column.

Israel is a nation of seven million 
Israeli Jews from more than 100 coun-
tries, and two million Israeli Arabs, 
some Christian but mostly Muslim, 
together with several other religious 
groups. All are citizens with full and 
equal rights. 

Israel’s Proclamation of Indepen-
dence on May 14, 1948, provides, “…
Israel will (develop) the country for the 
benefit of all…; will be based on pre-
cepts of liberty, justice and peace…; 
will uphold the full social and politi-
cal equality of all its citizens without 
distinction of race, creed or sex; will 
guarantee full freedom of conscience, 
worship education and culture…”

These provisions are not just emp-
ty words. They have been implement-
ed by the Basic Law (constitutional 
equivalent) of Human Dignity and 
Liberty, adopted by the Knesset (Isra-
el’s Parliament). In significant part it 
states, “Fundamental human rights in 
Israel are founded upon recognition of 
the value of the human being, the sanc-
tity of human life and the principle that 
all persons are free; these rights shall 
be upheld in the spirit of the principles 
set forth in the Declaration of the Es-
tablishment of the State of Israel.”

The Supreme Court of Israel has 
unequivocally decided in a number of 
cases that the provisions for Human 
Dignity and Liberty incorporate the 
right of equality, and has stricken down 
laws that infringe on that right in a vari-
ety of circumstances, including LGBT 
and gender equality, rights of Palestin-
ians working in Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank to receive equal pay and 
other situations.

The 20% of non-Jewish Israeli 
citizens have full voting rights. Arab 
citizens have been elected to every 
Knesset, sometimes with more or few-
er than the currently held 14 seats. One 
of the Arab parties, Ra’am, headed by 
Mansour Abbas, is a crucial member of 
the current government, which could 
not have been formed without his par-
ty’s votes for Naftali Bennett as Prime 
Minister. 

Arab Israelis have served on the Is-
rael Supreme Court as well as on lower 
courts. These courts have been stalwart 
in their independence and in protecting 
democracy. Arab Israelis have served 
in Israel’s diplomatic corps. A third of 
the students at Haifa University are not 
Jewish, and Arab and Druze citizens 
are well represented at other univer-
sities. Arab doctors and nurses repre-
sent a third of the medical profession, 
working side by side with Jewish doc-
tors and nurses. Arabs make up about 
50% of the pharmacists in Israel.

Those who proclaim that Israel is 
an apartheid state because of its occu-
pation of the West Bank and its actions 
in Gaza ignore history. Israel did not 
seek the West Bank or Gaza. The Arab 
nations rejected the United Nations 
plan to partition Palestine into both a 
Jewish state and an Arab state. They 
attacked Israel in May 1948 right af-
ter it declared its independence. To the 
shock of the world, Israel with fewer 

than a million Jews, defeated all the 
Arab armies. The war ended with Jor-
dan in control of eastern Jerusalem and 
the West Bank and Egypt in control of 
Gaza. Neither ever offered the Pales-
tinians a separate state. 

From 1948 until 1967, Israel was 
the victim of terrorist attacks. In 1967, 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan provoked war 
against Israel, seeking its destruction. 
Israel defeated their armies in the Six-
Day War, reunited Jerusalem and held 
the West Bank, Gaza and the Egyptian 
Sinai. The Arab countries refused to 
negotiate peace or recognize Israel. In-
stead, Israel was again unsuccessfully 
attacked on Yom Kippur 1973, which 
ultimately led to peace agreements 
with Egypt and Jordan and the Oslo 
agreements with the Palestinian Au-
thority (PA).

The Oslo agreement of 1995 divid-
ed the West Bank into Areas A, B and 
C. Areas A and B, containing Palestin-
ian villages, towns and cities of about 
two million people, are under PA con-
trol, subject to Israeli security rights. 
Until a final agreement is reached,  
Area C, in which about 400,00 Israelis 
live, mostly close to the separation line, 
is under total Israeli control by mili-
tary government in accordance with  

Harold M. Halpern

international law. 
In 2000, the PA, after rejecting an 

Israeli peace offer negotiated by Presi-
dent Clinton, launched a second intifa-
da against Israel, with suicide bombers 
and terrorists killing and injuring about 
1,000 Israeli civilians. Israel construct-
ed a separation barrier, which has 
greatly reduced attacks. Israel must be 
continually vigilant to keep itself safe 
from terrorism emanating from the 
West Bank. 

Israel ended its occupation of Gaza 
in 2005, turning it over to the PA to 
govern. The PA was overthrown by 
Hamas, which proclaims it will destroy 
Israel. To protect itself, Israel controls 
the borders of Gaza except the south-
ern border, which is controlled by 
Egypt, but internally Hamas runs the 
government. It repeatedly engages in 
attacks on Israel by missiles and incen-
diary balloons. In May 2021, it rained 
over 4,000 rockets on Jerusalem and 
southern Israel. Israel is forced every 

few years to control and deter these ac-
tions by bombing military and weapon 
facilities, which are frequently placed 
by Hamas in civilian areas. Before 
bombing, Israel warns the civilians to 
take cover.

In response to a question at a Wash-
ington, D.C., online event in February, 
Mansour Abbas, the Arab Israeli head 
of Ra’am, rejected the word “apart-
heid” to describe relations between the 
Jews and Arabs in Israel.

The facts belie the accusation that 
Israel is an apartheid state. Israel is not 
a perfect democracy, nor is any coun-
try, but it is working to fulfill the dem-
ocratic aspirations of its Proclamation 
of Independence while protecting its 
citizens.
Opinions expressed are solely those 
of Harold Halpern, a retired attorney 
in Lakewood Ranch, a board member 
of the American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, and of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, West Coast 
Chapter of Florida. 
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SMART
CHOICES
Being informed is the backbone 

to great decision-making. 
Make sure you’re receiving  

all of the important news and 
information impacting Jewish 

life in Sarasota-Manatee with our 
information channels:

SOCIAL MEDIA1
 
Social Media: While we don’t always 
post hourly, we do post often. What do we 
post? Time-sensitive news, alerts, items of 
interest, and more. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and more!  
Find us by searching for “JFEDSRQ.”

JFEDSRQ.org2
Website 
Whether you’re on your desk- 
top, laptop or smartphone, the 
Federation website, has everything above and 
below (and more) right at your fingertips. Keep 
our event calendars in your bookmarks bar for 
event information in a click. 

EBLAST3
 
Federation Eblast: 
Receive timely Federation 
news, topics, and more,  
in your email by 
subscribing to the weekly newsletter,  
the Federation eBlast.

JEWISH NEWS4
 
The Jewish News: The 
publication that brings the 
Jewish community right to your 
door every month with news, 
events, and more.  Get your FREE 
subscription today!

NON-PROFIT ORG. U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

MANASOTA FL
PERMIT 167

A publication of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 

Klingenstein Jewish Center, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

Annual voluntary subscription: $25
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Federation to offer all virtual 
programming for the 2020-21 season

Staff Report

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT DISCLAIMERThis issue of The Jewish News contains a paid 
political advertisement. The ad does not 

reflect the views of, or serve as endorsement 
by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Federation awards 2nd phase of COVID-19 

assistance to area Jewish organizations

By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer, and Stacey Gillman, Stronger Together Granting Chair

T he Jewish Federation of Sara-sota-Manatee has made the dif-ficult decision that all programs 
for the 2020-21 season will be virtual. 
Chief Executive Officer Howard Tev-
lowitz says, “In an effort to keep the 
community safe, we feel we have no 
choice but to make this decision. The 
health of our Federation family is too 
important!”

In addition to the Coronavirus 
cases that continue to climb in Flori-
da, Tevlowitz points to the results of 
our recent event survey, which clearly 
showed the community is not ready to 
attend in-person events for the foresee-
able future. “We have heard you loud 
and clear,” says Tevlowitz.The event survey sent out 

via email and social media, was 
answered by more than 550 re-
spondents. They were asked for 
feedback about our current virtual 
programming and questioned about 
how comfortable one would feel at-
tending in-person events this com-
ing season. We are so grateful that 
so many in our community took the 
time to let us know their thoughts.The pie chart at right shows the 

answer to the main question: What is 
your level of comfort attending an in-

door event for the coming Fall-Winter 
2020-21 season?As you can see, an overwhelming 

majority would not feel comfortable 
attending or thought it was too soon to 
tell.

Other questions included at 
what capacity one would attend an 
in-person event, what conditions 
would have to be in effect to feel 
comfortable to attend an in-person 
event (i.e., masks, sanitizers, etc.) 
and when would you see yourself 
ready to come out to an in-person 

event. All answers clearly showed 
reluctance on the part of the com-
munity.

Many of the comments were en-
lightening. Here are a few: � I will not be attending in the fore-

seeable future. Very glad you are 
asking, but no, no and NO!!! � With an older population to con-

sider, no indoor events should be 
planned until there is a vaccine. 
Appreciate the varied programs 
and films you’ve provided.LEVEL OF COMFORT TO ATTEND INDOOR EVENTS

57.2

4.0

9.5

26.1

%

3.2 %

%

%

%

57 .2  Percent  Will avoid attending in-door events for the foreseeable future

3.2  Percent  Have no concern about   attending indoor events

4 .0  Percent  Would be nervous,   but may still attend indoor events

9 .5  Percent  Will attend so long as CDC/ 
federal/state guidelines are strictly followed 

26 .1  Percent  Think that it is too   soon to tell

SURVEY RESULTS

continued on page 2

I n April of this year, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
began raising funds to provide 

COVID-19 relief to Jewish organiza-
tions in our two-county area. As of 
this printing, our generous community 
has contributed more than $330,000 to 
our Stronger Together effort, including 
a $100,000 matching grant from our 
board-restricted fund. Readers may recall that we distrib-

uted close to $70,000 of those dollars 
to eight Jewish organizations and syna-
gogues in early June to support Food 
Security and Health/Wellness pro-
gramming, including helping a number 
of synagogues make much-needed up-
grades to their technology and audio-

visual systems in order to provide virtual ser-vices and programs for our community mem-bers, many of whom are isolated and alone due to the pandemic. In July, the Stron-ger Together Granting Committee met to re-view applications for the second phase 
of the granting process. The response 
was overwhelming. The committee 
received requests totaling more than 
was available to distribute, which was 
concerning as the plan was to make a 
third phase of grants available in early 
fall. After much deliberation, the com-

mittee focused its efforts on fulfilling 
those grants that address Food Secu-
rity and Health/Wellness programming 
for this phase. The committee recom-
mended and received Board approval 
for $157,660 in grants for the follow-
ing programs:

L ’Shana Tova! FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF

4

16

46

12

SHALOMSRQ5
 
ShalomSRQ: Your resource 
guide to everything Jewish in 
Sarasota-Manatee. Keep it on 
hand to quickly find Jewish 
goods, services and organizations.  
Request to be on the mailing list!

Sarasota-Manatee

A PUBLICATION OF

SHALOMSRQ.org

INSIDE
DISCOVER ALL THINGS JEWISH

Synagogues, Food, Culture & More
LEARN ABOUT YOUR FEDERATION

History, Programs & MoreFIND THE LOCATIONS
On the Detailed Map Locator

UPDATED

FREE

VOLUME 2  |  2020-2021

Find and Subscribe at
JFEDSRQ.org/Media-Channels

JFEDSRQ.org

https://www.jfedsrq.org/media-channels
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Sarasota-Manatee Chevra Kadisha

For more information about the non-profit, 
community, Jewish Burial Society, contact:
For men:        941-484-2790  
For women:  941-346-6446                              

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237

 

60th Stanley & Judith Zinnamon
Temple Emanu-El

ANNIVERSARIES

B’NAI MITZVAH

Submit your life cycle events (births, B’nai Mitzvah, anniversaries) 
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org. Photos welcome for births, weddings, 
engagements and B’nai Mitzvah; please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

FAMILYFAMILYFamily Owned. Family Focused.

941.955.4171 • www.ToaleBrothers.com

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history.  
Honored to be a part of your family’s celebration of life.

IN MEMORIAM
Milton J. Carp, 84, of Tampa, formerly of Charleston, WV, January 30
Dr. Helen Fagin, 104, of Sarasota, March 14
Harvey Roy Greenbaum, 91, of Sarasota, February 15
Robert Haft, 92, of Sarasota, February 11
Lawrence G. Laiks, 92, of Sarasota, January 12
Lois Marcus, 88, of Moreland Hills, Ohio, January 14
Dr. Elliott A. Sauertieg, 91, of Sarasota, February 9
Barry Silverstein, 86, of Gainesville, February 5
Martin Strobel, 81, of Longboat Key, February 11
Stanley Robert Swartz, 87, of Sarasota, January 25

Wes Rosenthal, son of Eric & Courtney Rosenthal, 
April 9, Temple Emanu-El
Ethan Hankin, son of Michael & Shannon Hankin, 
April 30, Temple Emanu-El

W
H

E
R

E YOU BELONG

In response to a question at a Washington, D.C., 
online event in February, Mansour Abbas, the 
Arab Israeli head of Ra’am, rejected the word 
“apartheid” to describe relations between the 
Jews and Arabs in Israel.

Honor someone
you cherish 
by making a donation in 
their memory.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115
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I’m the 
  new kid!

It’s only my first day,  

but in two years’ time,  

I’ll be ready to change someone’s life. 

Maybe that person is someone you love.

Help me reach my destiny, 
all at no cost to the one 
who needs me.

Donate today at guidedogs.org

I barely know my tail from my toes.

http://www.guidedogs.org
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Temple Sinai to host annual community observance 
of Yom HaShoah on April 27
By Gail Glickman | This program is sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Yom HaShoah (Remembrance 
of the Holocaust) is a day set 
aside for Jews to remember the 

Holocaust and the heroism demonstrat-
ed during the uprising of the Warsaw 
Ghetto. Yom HaShoah was established 
as law in Israel in 1959. It falls on the 
27th day of the Jewish month of Nisan 
and links the martyrdom of the Jewish 
victims of the Holocaust with the brave 
resistance against the Nazi might. 
Many commemorate Yom HaShoah by 
lighting candles to keep the memories 
of the victims of the Holocaust alive. 
Jewish communities gather in worship 
with music and stories from survivors. 

Temple Sinai will host the annual 

community Yom HaShoah service on 
Wednesday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m. at 
4631 Lockwood Ridge Road, Sara-
sota (enter only from Proctor Road).  
Rabbi Samantha Kahn and Chazzan 
Cliff Abramson will be joined by local 
clergy. The evening will include Re-
ligious School students singing with 
Chazzan Abramson, and local Holo-
caust survivors lighting candles com-
memorating the six million Jews who 
were murdered. 

Bette Zaret, who manages Holo-
caust education and programming at 
the Federation, shared her beautiful 
sentiments about Yom HaShoah. She 
stated, “Let us learn from this unique 

lesson of the Holocaust and let the 
courage and forbearance of the mar-
tyrs and resisters inspire us forever to 
unite, stand up, and reject and refuse 
all expressions of prejudice, hatred and 
antisemitism.” 

Rabbi Kahn emphasizes the impor-
tance of the occasion by saying, “We 
invite the community to join us for an 
opportunity to come together to re-

member what we lost and celebrate our 
enduring existence.” 

Thank you to The Jewish Feder-
ation of Sarasota-Manatee, our event 
sponsor. The event is free and open to 
the community. Masks and proof of 
vaccination are required (subject to 
change). To register, visit templesinai- 
sarasota.org/events.

NCJW’s 40th Women  
In Power luncheon
On Wednesday, May 4, Nation-

al Council of Jewish Women 
(NCJW) Sarasota-Manatee Sec-

tion will honor the “Unsung Heroines” 
who kept us going through the Covid 
pandemic. These women have given 
their time, energy and skills to help 
others by providing childcare, teach-
ing, preparing and distributing food, 
caring for the homebound and address-
ing the medical needs of many under-
served communities. 

The Women In Power luncheon is 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. at Michael’s 
On East in Sarasota. The event will 
mark NCJW’s 40th annual celebration 
of women who have made a positive 
impact on the lives of others in Saraso-
ta and Manatee counties.

This year’s honorees are Adriana 
Perez from Unidos Now, Angela Perez- 
Garcia from Bay Shore Elementary 
School in Bradenton, Katressa Wilson 
and Maria Somera from Children First, 

Teresa Martin and Elyse Gordon from 
Aviva Senior Living, Multicultural Ac-
tion Team (a coalition of nonprofits in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties) rep-
resented by Jo-oni Jones and Odessa 
Ammons from Multi Health Institute, 
Annaliese Camino-Klingener from 
Unidos Now, Rebecca Forero from Gulf 
Coast Latin Chamber of Commerce, 
Evelyn Almodovar from Manatee 
Healthy Teens Coalition, Stacey Cam-
po from New College, Lavergne Green 
from the Links, Janice Booher from 
Resilient American Communities and 
Michelle Jones from the Howard Club. 

National Council of Jewish Wom-
en strives for social justice by im-
proving the quality of life for women, 
children and families.

For more information, to purchase 
tickets or to become a sponsor, call 
941.342.1855 or go to ncjwsarasota- 
manatee.org. The deadline for reserva-
tions is Monday, April 25.

FELDMAN
W E A LT H  A D V I S O RY

JOSEPH M. FELDMAN, CFP®
 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ PROFESSIONAL

941.260.9174  |  JFELDMAN@FELDMANWA.COM  |  www.feldmanwa.com

INVESTMENTS  |   F INANC IAL  PLANNING  |   INSURANCE

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. MEMBER FINRA, SIPC. INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK 
ADVISERS, INC., A SEC REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 130 SPRINGSIDE DRIVE, AKRON, OH 44333. 800-765-5201. FELDMAN WEALTH 
ADVISORY, LLC IS A SEPARATE ENTITY FROM VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. AND VALMARK ADVISERS, INC.

Now access private sessions
from home via                 
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The Kehillah  
Collaborative 

brings together 
Jewish organizations in  

Sarasota-Manatee to share ideas, 
work together  

on programming  
and host  

collaborative events.

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at  
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941-706-0037.

In Hebrew, the word Kehillah  
means community.  

Kehillah Collaborative
Building Jewish Life Through Community

Sa
ra

sota-Manatee

Chabad

 

Kehillah Collaborative: Temple and Organization Spotlight

Temple Emanu-El Hadassah

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, was 
founded by Henrietta Szold 

on Purim, 1912. It established medical 
treatment centers in what was then Pal-
estine long before the founding of the 
State of Israel. Our local chapter, SaBra, 
has members throughout Sarasota and 
Manatee.

 � 1913 – First nurses sent to Pales-
tine to treat trachoma and bring 
proper nutrition to women and 
their new babies

 � 1918 – First clinics established; 
nursing school opened

 � 1939 – First major hospital opened 
on Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem

 � 1948 – Lost access to Mt. Scopus 
during Israeli War of Indepen-
dence, reclaimed in 1967

 � 1949 – The Hebrew University- 
Hadassah School of Medicine 
opened

 � 1961 – New hospital in Ein Kerem, 
Jerusalem, opened

 � 2005 – Hadassah Medical Orga-
nization nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize

 � 2012 – Sarah Westman Davidson 
Tower Hospital opened; centennial 
celebrated

 � 2017 – Decision to keep, gut and 
update original Ein Kerem hos- 
pital

The decision to renovate the Ein 
Kerem building turned out to be an 
unexpected blessing! When Covid hit, 
there were several empty but usable 
floors available. This allowed Hadas-
sah to treat all its Covid patients in 
this building and keep them out of the 
Tower and Mt. Scopus hospitals, thus 
allowing regular patients – those with 
heart attacks, joint replacements, can-
cer, etc. – to be treated and never come 
into contact with Covid patients.

Hadassah treated more Covid pa-
tients than any other hospital in Israel, 
with over 5,000 patients treated, 500 
in ICU and 150 on ventilators at peak. 
Over 50 research projects related to 
Covid were initiated by Hadassah re-
search teams.

In our hospitals, ALL patients – 
Jews, Arabs, Christians – are treated 
equally and ALL doctors – Jewish, 
Arab and Christian – work together 
with one goal: getting the best results 
for their patients. 

Locally, our meetings have been 
on hold since the start of the pandemic. 
We hope to resume meeting in person 
soon. Fundraising continues and is very 
important both for medical treatment 
and to help with the crisis in Ukraine.

To join our chapter or to make a 
donation, contact me at 765.426.5830 
or suepro2861@gmail.com.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

By Susan Prohofsky, President, SaBra Chapter of HadassahA warm, friendly and wonderful 
congregation, Temple Emanu- 
El invites the community to 

experience the joy, spirituality and vi-
tality of Judaism. Celebrating its 65th 
anniversary this year, Temple Emanu- 
El continues to be the largest and most 
vibrant synagogue in the area.

The embracing values of Temple 
Emanu-El have been on special during 
the Covid pandemic. Whether devel-
oping meaningful online programs, 
returning to the sanctuary in safe and 
welcoming ways, or reaching out to 
vulnerable members and ensuring that 
they remained part of the community, 
Temple Emanu-El nurtures bonds of 
friendship and connection that keep 
members safe and cared for. 

The special spirit of Temple Ema-
nu-El is embodied in Senior Rabbi 
Brenner Glickman, Associate Rabbi 
Michael Shefrin and Rabbi Elaine Rose 
Glickman – as well as talented profes-
sional staff, wise and dedicated lay 
leaders, and kind, friendly members. 

Shabbat at Temple Emanu-El is a 
perfect way to celebrate among old and 
new friends. Monthly family services 
welcome all ages with lively music 
and worship. Special services – includ-
ing Veterans Shabbat, Israel Shabbat, 
Shabbat Unplugged and the exhilarat-
ing musical Shabbat Alive! – are held 
throughout the year. Weekly Torah 

study offers learners of all levels and 
backgrounds an opportunity to explore 
our sacred text together.

With members from infants to se-
niors, Temple Emanu-El embraces all. 
Intergenerational programming creates 
bonds across the generations. A slate of 
family programs – including Tot Shab-
bats and frequent special events – and 
a wonderful preschool and religious 
school help Jewish and interfaith par-
ents instill a joyful, meaningful Jewish 
identity in their children. The active, 
enthusiastic Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
Social Action Committee, Adult Edu-
cation Committee and Israel Commit-
tee oversee an abundance of original 
programs for people of all ages, back-
grounds and interests. Temple Ema-
nu-El offers endless opportunities for 
learning, socializing, worshipping, 
celebrating and supporting one another 
Jewishly. 

When Rabbi Brenner Glickman 
first arrived at Temple Emanu-El, he 
was struck by the warmth and sincerity 
of its people. There was a sense of wel-
come and kindness he had never before 
experienced in a congregation. That is 
what Temple Emanu-El is all about. 
Everyone belongs here.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 
151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please 
visit us at sarasotatemple.org or call 
941.371.2788.

Aviva partners with  
area schools
This program is sponsored by  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
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The decision to renovate the Ein 
Kerem building turned out to be an 
unexpected blessing! When Covid hit, 
there were several empty but usable 
floors available. This allowed Hadas-
sah to treat all its Covid patients in 
this building and keep them out of the 
Tower and Mt. Scopus hospitals, thus 
allowing regular patients – those with 
heart attacks, joint replacements, can-
cer, etc. – to be treated and never come 
into contact with Covid patients.

Hadassah treated more Covid pa-
tients than any other hospital in Israel, 
with over 5,000 patients treated, 500 
in ICU and 150 on ventilators at peak. 
Over 50 research projects related to 
Covid were initiated by Hadassah re-
search teams.

In our hospitals, ALL patients – 
Jews, Arabs, Christians – are treated 
equally and ALL doctors – Jewish, 
Arab and Christian – work together 
with one goal: getting the best results 
for their patients. 

Locally, our meetings have been 
on hold since the start of the pandemic. 
We hope to resume meeting in person 
soon. Fundraising continues and is very 
important both for medical treatment 
and to help with the crisis in Ukraine.

To join our chapter or to make a 
donation, contact me at 765.426.5830 
or suepro2861@gmail.com.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

Sarasota High School students who performed the play I Never Saw Another Butterfly at Aviva

Aviva partners with  
area schools
This program is sponsored by  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Aviva is proud to connect its 
residents with area youth. In 
February and March, three 

programs engaged Aviva residents in 
three very different areas.

Through its Holocaust Education 
and Programming initiative, The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
connected 18 Sarasota High School 
students with seniors who live at Aviva. 
The students performed the play I Nev-
er Saw Another Butterfly on February 
9. This poignant story is told through 
the art and poetry created by some of 
the 15,000 children who came through 
the Terezin concentration camp. The 
program was meaningful to Aviva res-
idents who were glad to see history re-
told by the students.

On February 17, Community Day 
School students went virtual with An-
chin residents for their Kindness Rocks 
project. Via Zoom, the children painted 
rocks with inspiring messages, while 
Anchin residents simultaneously paint-
ed kindness rocks of their own. The 
students are planning to bring their 
decorated rocks to the Aviva campus to 
place them, while the Aviva residents 
will go to the school to scatter theirs 

around. The rocks will be a reminder 
of the generations bonding and creat-
ing beautiful messages together.

In March, three Sarasota High 
School students performed a program 
of music at Aviva as part of Aviva’s 
Classical Concert Series, which is 
open to the public. Pianist Christopher 
Wheaton, flutist Moriah Emrich and 
violinist Danae Tran each won the an-
nual Suncoast Music Scholarship com-
petition offered to students in grades 
10-12 in Sarasota and Manatee coun-
ties. The awards are offered by Artist 
Series Concerts of Sarasota.

An Anchin resident participates in the 
Community Day School Kindness Rocks project

“These we honor” 
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
IN HONOR OF
Marsha Eisenberg
Ilene & Steven Kowalsky
Maxine & Sam Grant-Mintz
Brett Krichiver

IN MEMORY OF
Tema Epstein,  
Mother of Ted Epstein
Kim & Jon Adler
Your People of the Book Family: 
Helene, Trudi & Jeremy
Sara Futerman
Rebecca & Rich Bergman
Mort Skirboll
Renee & Jim Akers
Doris Zimmerman
Jeremy Lisitza 

CAMP MARCI LYNN
IN MEMORY OF
Leslie Shuman Kramer
Ilene & Michael Fox

ISRAEL PROGRAMS
IN MEMORY OF
Martin Strobel
Jeremy Lisitza

STEP (Shapiro Teen 
Engagement Program)
IN HONOR OF
Cheryl & Steve Shapiro
Barbara Trachtenberg

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged in  
The Jewish News, Honor Cards require a minimum 

$10 contribution per listing. You can send  
Honor Cards directly from jfedsrq.org.  

For more information, please call 941.371.4546.
Assisted Living Facility #8951

HUIFANG CHEN, VIOLINIST & TAO LIN, PIANIST 
AMICUS 2022 CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES  
TUESDAY, APRIL 12   |   1:30 PM

A dynamic musician,  
violinist, and conductor,  
Huifang Chen will be joined  
by Steinway Artist Tao Lin,  
a current faculty member  
of the Bowdoin International 
Music Festival.

DR. KATHERINE CLEMENTS:  
Shinrin-Yoku & the Health Benefits of Nature   
THURSDAY, APRIL 21   |   3:30 PM

Dr. Clements is the ecology and natural resources 
educator with UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota.  
In addition to educating the community about 
wildlife, invasive plants & animals, and the 
conservation of Florida’s ecosystems—as a  
former physician, she understands the health  
benefits of spending time in nature. This includes  
a guided meditative nature experience called 
Shinrin-Yoku, or forest bathing. We’ll start  
indoors, and then move outside for some  
moments of mindfulness together!

APRIL 26-27 NOON TO NOON 

The 2022 Giving Challenge is presented by  
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
with giving strengthened by The Patterson 
Foundation. 

Please consider supporting Aviva—your gift 
helps make these community events possible. 

1951 N. Honore Ave.    |    Sarasota, FL 34235    |    941.377.0781    |    AvivaSeniorLife.org

LET AVIVA  
INSPIRE YOU

Please join us at the Aviva Kobernick  
Kretzmer Center for our engaging April events.  

Masks must be worn inside if county COVID positivity rate is over 10%. 

No reservations required. Call 941-702-2597 for more information.

EXPERIENCE NEW THINGS. 
GET INSPIRED.

YOUR LIFE, WELL LIVED.AVIVA SENIOR LIVING

http://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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Sarasota Jewish Chorale 
concert takes planning

American Jewish Committee announces appointment 
of Congressman Ted Deutch as next CEO
American Jewish Committee 

(AJC) announced on February 
28 that it has appointed Ted 

Deutch, a member of the United States 
House of Representatives and lifelong 
Jewish and pro-Israel activist, as the 
organization’s next Chief Executive 
Officer, effective October 1, 2022.

Rep. Deutch was unanimously 
selected by AJC’s 28-member Execu-

tive Council, the organization’s most 
senior lay body, following an exten-
sive national search for a successor to 
AJC CEO David Harris, who has led 
the organization since 1990. Mr. Har-
ris will remain AJC CEO until Rep. 
Deutch assumes the role, after which 
Mr. Harris will stay on as a consul-
tant for one year to assist in a seamless  
transition.

Currently serving his seventh term 
in Congress representing Broward and 
Palm Beach counties of South Flori-
da, Rep. Deutch is known for reaching 
across party lines to build bipartisan 
consensus. He has been a champion 
in Congress on issues of concern to 
the Jewish community, most notably 
combating antisemitism, supporting 
the State of Israel and countering the 
threats posed by Iran.

“We are very pleased to announce 
that Ted Deutch will serve as AJC’s 
next CEO,” said AJC President Harriet 
P. Schleifer. “Ted’s deep and lifelong 
commitment to the Jewish commu-
nity, Israel and to the protection of 
democratic values is obvious to all 
who know him. His shared passion for 
AJC’s mission and vision makes him a 
natural fit to advance our critical glob-
al work and to build on David Harris’s 
extraordinary legacy.”

Rep. Deutch said, “I have worked 
closely with AJC throughout my ten-
ure in Congress and I am deeply hon-
ored to have been chosen to serve as 
the organization’s next CEO. For 116 
years, AJC has worked to protect glob-
al Jewry, strengthen Israel’s place in 
the community of nations and advance 
democratic values around the world. I 
couldn’t be more excited to passionate-
ly lead AJC at this critical moment in 
history and feel immensely privileged 
to have the opportunity to build on the 
historic efforts and impact of David 
Harris, past and present AJC leaders, 
and the entire team at the organization, 
who are among the most dedicated pro-
fessionals in the Jewish world.

“I am wholeheartedly committed to 
furthering AJC’s non-partisan, centrist 
approach, and will be steadfast in my 

efforts to advance the organization’s 
mission,” Rep. Deutch continued. 
“AJC will continue to defend the glob-
al Jewish community whenever and 
wherever it is threatened – in Ameri-
ca, Europe, Latin America, online, on 
campus, at the United Nations. It will 
prepare Jewish advocates to boldly 
and knowledgeably stand against anti- 
semitism and other bigotries. And it 
will use the talent and power of in-
novative leaders of all ages to defend 
Israel’s rightful place in the world and 
expand the opportunities to transform 
the Middle East and the world under 
the Abraham Accords.”

AJC CEO David Harris said, “I’ve 
had the pleasure of knowing and collab-
orating with Congressman Ted Deutch 
for years. Apart from being a mensch, 
he has demonstrated time and again his 
enduring commitment to the U.S.-Isra-
el relationship, the well-being of Jew-
ish communities around the world, the 
fight against rising antisemitism from 
a multiplicity of sources, the danger of 
a nuclear Iran, the protection of dem-
ocratic values and human dignity, the 
enhancement of interfaith and inter-
ethnic relations, and the importance of 
bipartisanship – all of which are core 
priorities of AJC. I wish him every suc-
cess in his future at this amazing, one-
of-a-kind global Jewish organization, 
and will do everything possible to help 
ensure a smooth transition.”

The AJC West Coast 
Florida office, 

located in Sarasota, 
can be reached at 

941.365.4955.

By Nancy B. Finn

The Sarasota Jewish Chorale be-
latedly marked its 20th anniver-
sary with a wonderful concert 

on March 27 at Temple Beth Sholom. 
The concert featured a diverse program 
of traditional and contemporary Jewish 
pieces. Soloists included Rebecca Stra-
cener and Diane Shulman, sopranos; 
Ronnie Riceberg, alto; John 
Sorbo, tenor; Michael Rubin, 
baritone; and Herb Fox, bass. 

Artistic Director Sharon 
Greene, also a member of Cho-
ral Artists of Sarasota for over 
13 seasons, explained how she 
puts together these programs. 
“Every summer, I attend the 
North American Jewish Choral 
Festival, where I am exposed 
to new traditional pieces as well as 
music written by contemporary com-
posers, including David Burger, Steve 
Cohen and Nick Page. Through taking 
their workshops and talking with them 
about their music, I have learned how 
to connect various pieces to produce a 
unified program,” said Sharon.

“As I plan for the Sarasota Jewish 
Chorale’s upcoming season, I also go 

online to the Transcontinental Music 
Publications website and search for 
titles that might fit together with the 
songs I have chosen from the choral 
festival. Additionally, singers in the 
Chorale suggest songs that they wish to 
learn. I also think about what is going 
on in the world and include pieces that 

reflect current events. 
For example, this year 
I chose to do uplifting 
pieces, such as ‘Over 
the Rainbow,’ which 
is poignant, reflective 
and familiar, as well as 
songs that remember 
and honor all those who 
suffered and died as a 
result of Covid. That is 

why I chose ‘Yeish Kochavim,’ which 
means ‘there are stars up above so far 
away, we only see their light long after 
they are gone.’” 

Sharon will be attending the North 
American Jewish Choral Festival once 
again this summer. “Who knows what 
great music I will take away with me 
and bring to Sarasota audiences for 
concerts in 2023,” she said.

Sharon Greene

L’Dor 
V’Dor

SERVING THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1978 
Charter Members of Temple Sinai

Selling Real Estate  
to Every Generation

YOU WILL RECEIVE:
• Unparalleled service

• Detailed attention to your needs 
• Constant communication 

Our specialty is YOU. Please visit theCollierGroup.com to read what others say.

CONTACT THE COLLIER GROUP TODAY.

1605 Main Street, Suite 101 | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941.951.6660

Janis Collier, REALTOR®

941.313.1212
JanisCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Mary Collier, REALTOR®

Ron Collier, REALTOR®

ollier GroupTHE

MEDIA SPONSOR

A negative COVID-19 test or proof of vaccination will be required for attendance.  
Full policy details can be found at JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT.

SARASOTA JEWISH THEATER IS A PROJECT OF

TUESDAYS
WITH MORRIEAPRIL 6 – 10, 2022

QUESTIONS? Contact Carole Kleinberg at  
info@sarasotajewishtheater.org

An entertaining, emotionally engaging, contemporary play  
that reflects the Jewish experience and stimulates  

the mind and heart.

Saras   taJewish
T heater
Saras   taJewish
T heater
P R E S E N T S

FOR TICKETS, VISIT

JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT

This is the story of journalist Mitch Albom 
and Morrie Schwartz, his former Brandeis 
University professor. What starts as a casual 
visit turns into a last class in the meaning 
of life. This touching, life-affirming, deeply 
emotional drama, sprinkled 

with a generous dose of humor, will burst to life on 
the stage with performances by Sarasota favorites 
Don Walker and Derek Brookens. 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/sjt
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By Nancy B. Finn

Wishing you
a happy    
Passover.
Looking for recipes? Find Kosher for Passover 
favorites at publix.com/passover. 

http://www.publix.com/passover
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Greta & Malcolm Roberts, Judy & Howard Polivy

A most extraordinary gift 
to Temple Emanu-El

Women of Sinai mitzvah program  
gives back to the community
By Gail Glickman

In keeping with the concept of Tik-
kun Olam, repairing the world, 
the Women of Sinai has begun a 

program that features a new mitzvah 
project every month. Judy Polivy, 
Women of Sinai VP Mitzvah, has co-
ordinated several outstanding projects. 
The Women of Sinai joined with the 
Temple Sinai Men’s Club to collect 
toys and pajamas for children, and gift 

cards for seniors, to donate to JFCS of 
the Suncoast in December. 

In January, the mitzvah project 
consisted of the collection of gently 
used books for HIPPY (Home Instruc-
tion for Parents of Preschool Young-
sters). HIPPY teaches parents how to 
read to children. This was a very re-
warding program. 

February’s mitzvah project was the 

collection of non-perishable food for 
All Faiths Food Bank. Although Tem-
ple Sinai collects for the Food Bank 
all year long, this was a special event 
to emphasize the need to support this 
worthwhile organization. In addition to 
the many food items, $850 was donated.

In March and April, the Women of 
Sinai mitzvah project is the Help the 
Hungry initiative at All Faiths Food 

Bank. Volunteers fill weekend “back-
packs” with healthy snacks for fami-
lies with children in need, providing 
healthy food for the weekend.

In addition, members of the Wom-
en of Sinai are joining Embracing Our 
Differences as volunteer readers for 
Embracing Our Differences Reading 
Day. Volunteers will spend 45 min-
utes reading in Manatee and Sarasota 
elementary schools and early learning 
centers. The annual school supplies 
collection for Booker Elementary 
School takes place in April. These sup-
plies will be distributed when the new 
school year begins.

There is no limit to the extent of 
effort demonstrated by the Women of 
Sinai to provide help and comfort to 
members of the community. For more 
information, contact Judy Polivy at 
teachtel21@frontier.com.Laurie Criden, Judy Polivy, Cecile Alexander, Judy Rogovin, Ronni Freed

Temple Emanu-El’s Endowment 
Fund and leadership gratefully 
announce an extraordinary gift 

of $500,000 from the Daniel E. Offutt 
III Charitable Trust. In recognition of 
this transformative act of generosity – 
which Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman 
called “an historic gift in the life of the 
congregation” and “a blessing from 
the heavens” – the Choir Loft will be 

dedicated in honor of Trustee Richard 
“Dick” Orenstein, who made the grant 
to Temple Emanu-El.

“This gift is a gift that will keep on 
giving,” stated Endowment Fund Chair 
Doris Ross. “The Temple will have 
the capability to continue to provide 
programs and services to our temple 
members and the Jewish community at 

large, which will impact not only their 
lives but their children and grandchil-
dren as well.”

President Barry Gerber agreed: 
“The gift’s impact will be felt imme-
diately and in the years to come. His 
act of kindness will help to make sure 
that programs and services will contin-
ue at Temple Emanu-El now and in the 
future.”

As is fitting for a congre-
gation that so values friendship 
and generosity, the story of this 
gift is “extraordinary,” Ross 
stated. The deep friendship 
between Dick Orenstein and 
Daniel Offutt “resulted in Dick 
accepting the responsibility of 
distributing Mr. Offutt’s Char-
itable Trust,” she explained. 
“We are so fortunate to have 

been one of the organizations chosen to 
benefit from their generosity and will 
be forever grateful.”

Executive Director Christine Elliott 
said, “Amazing moments like this give 
me hope for the future and reinforce 
the positive impact Temple Emanu-El 
and Judaism both have.”

Temple Emanu-El Endowment Chair Doris Ross,  
Dick Orenstein and Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman

The new Federation complex will  
have a huge impact on the  
Jewish community and  
the community in  
general.  What we’re  
doing here is magic!  

JFEDSRQ.org/ProudStrong

Why WE belong

Larry & Mary Greenspon
FAMILY CAMPUS FOR  
JEWISH LIFE

I T A L I A N  B A K E R Y

941.926.8422
2732 Stickney Point Road

BEST 
LOCAL 

BAKERY

Paisano’s

PaisanosItalianBakery.com

2021
WINNER

3 SIOR & 5 CCIM 
DESIGNATIONS

1.4 MILLION SF
MANAGED IN MARKET

OVER

T H E  P L A C E  F O R  S P A C E

https://www.jfedsrq.org/proudstrong
http://www.paisanositalianbakery.com
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Sarasota Open Air Fine Art Show April 2-3
HotWorks.org presents its 9th 

Sarasota Open Air Fine Art 
Show on Saturday and Sunday, 

April 2-3, outdoors at Phillippi Estate 
Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Saraso-
ta. The show features quality fine art 
and crafts created by award-winning 
artists and juried by art professionals. 
All artwork is original and personally 
handmade by the artist who is present 
at the show. Juried by art professionals, 
criteria are based on originality, tech-
nique/execution and booth appearance. 
All artwork is for sale, including paint-
ings, sculpture, clay, glass, fiber, wood,  
jewelry and photography. There is 
something for everyone, in all price 
ranges. 

While at the show be sure to meet 
Joan Michlin and Skip Ennis of Sara-
sota, whose work will be prominently 
featured. All designs shown and dis-
played within their booth at the show 
are collaboratively created by Joan and 
Skip, a husband-wife team working 
together since meeting in art school 
in 1976. Working in precious metals 
since 1980, they have been on the cut-
ting edge of the art jewelry scene ever 
since, with works in several museum 
collections as well as numerous galler-
ies and private collections. All aspects 
of the design and execution are done 
as a team.

“As artists, we channel our expe-
riences and interaction with our envi-
ronment into our own iconography and 
jewelry. We try to express our fascina-
tion with light, energy and powerful 
form by using nature’s finest elements 

to produce a collection of jewelry that 
sings with the same excitement we 
feel,” said Joan.

Such diverse themes as architec-
ture, the Art Deco movement, flight 
and nature in her myriad forms are 
continually explored on the sketch-
book page. Study models are devel-
oped, gemstones are selected and, 
after much thought and care, the final 
design is created. The utmost care is 
employed in every phase of the jewel-
ry-making process and is reflected in 
the workmanship and materials of each  
piece.

Meet Joan, Skip and other juried 
artists selling their original and person-
ally handmade art in all disciplines at 
the Sarasota Open Air Fine Art Show. 
Event hours are Saturday and Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily. 

Admission is free. A $5 fee for con-
venient and close-by parking supports 

Institute for Arts & Education (IA&E), 
the associated 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization that is dedicated to visual 
arts, cultural diversity, community en-
richment and fostering art education 
among youth. Save the parking receipt 

for in-and-out access for the duration 
of the art show. 

While at the show, be sure to visit 
the Youth Art Competition, a program 
integrated by IA&E within a 10x20 
area in the show. All young artists in 

grades K-8 or ages 5-13 are encour-
aged to enter their art, which is public-
ly displayed the entire weekend. There 

is $250 in Youth Art Awards present-
ed on Sunday at 3:00 p.m. under the 
tent labeled “Youth Art Competition.” 
Students are exposed to the rules and 
entrepreneurship opportunity of doing 
art shows for a living. Youth Art appli-
cations and more information can be 
found at artsandeducationinc.org.

Three pieces by Joan Michlin and Skip Ennis

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO 
with your unwanted valuables?

Diam  nd Trading
Company, Inc.

Call Marc at 941.321.0707
Over 60 Years Experience | Personal and confidential

Discreetly dispose of an unneeded or  
unwanted diamond ring or an entire collection  

of beloved jewelry, coins, precious metals!

73RD ANNUAL  
SPRING PERFORMANCE

THURS APR 21 - SUN APR 24, 2022

Student performers flip, fly and soar in this 
incredible new show presented by America’s 

longest running youth circus.   

CircusArts.org | 941.355.9805
3 SIOR & 5 CCIM 

DESIGNATIONS

1.4 MILLION SF
MANAGED IN MARKET

OVER

T H E  P L A C E  F O R  S P A C E

www.circusarts.org
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Religious School students 
learn about mitzvah makers
By Gail Glickman

Humble cleaning

Education Corner
By Chanie Bukiet

Passover is quickly approaching 
and I’m sure many are cleaning 
their homes and getting ready 

for this holiday that celebrates freedom 
from oppression and the birth of our 
nation. 

In our home, the cleaning is taken 
very seriously! We dust and mop and 
scrub and scour until our home is spar-
kling clean. My husband always re-
minds me that Passover cleaning is not 
spring cleaning, but I can’t resist the 
opportunity to get my house in tip-top 
shape in time for Passover.

So, what is this cleaning really all 
about? If it’s not spring cleaning, then 
what is it?

On Passover, bread is replaced by 
matzah – flat baked wafers made only 
of flour and water. Jews throughout the 
world take scrupulous care to avoid 
eating even the smallest particle of 
chometz (leavened dough).

We are not only prohibited from 
eating chometz, but from seeing it and 

owning it as well. We are commanded 
to make sure that we clean out all leav-
ened foods from our homes. 

Kabbalah teaches that the charac-
teristic of chometz is that it rises and 
swells, symbolizing pride and boast-
fulness. A matzah, on the other hand, 
is thin and flat, suggesting meekness 
and humility. Passover teaches us that 
chometz – arrogance – is the very an-
tithesis of the ideal of Torah.

Each year on Passover, we are 
commanded by the Torah to rid our do-
main of all traces of chometz. We must 
seek to rid ourselves of every particle 
of the “spiritual chometz” so that we 
are able to clearly perceive our own 
faults and our fellow’s good qualities.

While we are cleaning our homes, 
Kabbalah teaches us it’s time to clean 
up our souls as well.

Arrogance can take on many forms. 
Mostly we think of an arrogant person 
as someone who boasts a lot, a know-
it-all, a narcissist. But arrogance can be 
subtler than that. Every one of us can 
have traces of arrogance in our souls. It 
can take the form of being judgmental, 
intolerant of other views and opinions, 
and being elitist.

Humility on the other hand al-
lows space for others’ perspectives and 
opinions, helps us tolerate and accept 
others for who they are, and helps us 
realize that we are all equal under G-d.

When we read the Haggadah on 
Passover, the main message is “V’Hi-
gadeta LeVincha,” to speak with our 
children, to tell them about the Exo-
dus. It’s more than just telling them a 

story. We can elevate the conversation 
and discuss the deeper meanings of the 
Exodus story with them. Even better, 
we can model these lessons.

The primary and vital message that 
we can give our children is that of the 
matzah, of humility. 

When a child sees that we are hum-
ble, that we give space to others for 
their differing views and opinions, that 
we respect others, that there is no trace 
of the chometz (arrogance in our lives), 

they too can grow up to be humble, a 
much valued trait in the Torah.

Passover is a time to clean up shop, 
so to speak, literally and figuratively. In 
doing so, we not only clean our houses 
of crumbs, we rid our homes of arro-
gance, allowing our families to thrive 
and flourish. Happy cleaning!
Chanie Bukiet is the program director 
at Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood 
Ranch.

A special treat on February 6 
for Temple Sinai’s Religious 
School fourth through sev-

enth grades was a unique way to learn 
about the concept of mitzvah (com-
mandment/good deed). Community 
members came to classes to focus on 
important ways to create a mitzvah. 
The students are learning about mitz-
vah makers and what it takes to be one. 

Temple Sinai member Chester 
(“Pearl”) Perlinsky addressed the class-
es, sharing his experiences as a police 
officer and as someone who served in 
our Armed Forces. Dr. Lance Karp, fa-
ther of Laurel and Laila, spoke to the 
kids about how being a dentist makes 
people healthier and can even help 
save lives. Steve Lambright, father of 
Liana and Preston, spoke about being 
a firefighter and demonstrated several 
firefighting procedures. 

Bethany Leinweber, Director of 
Youth Education, declared, “The stu-
dents were able to ask questions, and 
both students and teachers thoroughly 
enjoyed these mitzvah maker visits.” 
Fourth through seventh grade specials 
teacher Geveret Beth said, “I feel that 
sharing the commandment of mitzvah 
with the students of Temple Sinai is a 
mitzvah. Giving them the knowledge 

and feeling of helping others instills 
within them a wealth they will take 
with them all their lives.”

In keeping with the theme of be-
ing mitzvah makers, the students in K 
through third grade visited with resi-
dents of Aravilla the following week. 

Greeting them and bringing greeting 
cards brought great joy to the seniors 
– truly a mitzvah! K-3 specials teach-
er Morah Anne summarized by saying, 
“In the Torah, God tells us to follow 
his commandments, mitzvot. One gets 
back as much as one gives when doing 

a mitzvah.”
Myjewishlearning.

com states that some 
people observe mitzvot 
because it helps them 
to identify and feel a 
part of the larger Jew-
ish community. It is the 
Jewish approach to liv-
ing a holy life. We are 
proud of our youngest 
mitzvah makers!

Students in K through third grade visited with residents of Aravilla

Steve Lambright demonstrated several 
firefighting procedures

Chester (“Pearl”) Perlinsky shared his experiences as a police officer

By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector

MG Berman

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

Like us on Facebook

The weather is warming up. 
We are in the 4th quarter of the 
school year and before we know 

it the kids will be ready for some sum-
mer fun. They will be ready to “shut 

their brains” off 
for a while and 
just relax. If you 
are like me, you 
want your kids to 
stay engaged in 
learning but not 
realize it is hap-
pening. That is a 
tough task. While 

some of our kids are heading off to 
camp far away, many others will re-
main close by and will be looking for 
fun, local opportunities. 

Stay on the lookout for our PJ  
Summer Fun Pack, which will have arts 
and crafts, links to music, virtual tours 
and more. We do our best to help you 
engage with meaningful Jewish con-
tent in our packs. We will also have a 
Picnic and Play this summer so be sure 
that you are following us on Facebook 
and Instagram for more information. 

Now I know this doesn’t solve all 
your challenges with what to do this 
summer, so let us share with you some 
other great resources and things to con-
sider: 

 � Day at the beach
 � Do your own mitzvah day
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Steve Lambright demonstrated several 
firefighting procedures

A program of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, PJ Library & PJ 
Our Way engages children between birth and age 12, and their families, with 
books and activities that enhance their Jewish journey. Throughout the year, 
families gather for story times and other special programs where they can 
socialize and meet new friends. PJ is for any family raising Jewish children – 
affiliated, unaffiliated, interfaith or non-traditional. The program is completely 
free for families, thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, Edie and David Chaifetz, the Federation and other generous donors.

Summer is fast approaching

READ—GATHER—GROW
PJ Library® has partnered with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
to provide families raising Jewish children with the gift of free, high-quality 
children’s books, music, and resources that foster deeper engagement with 
Jewish life in our community.

Join one of our PJ programs below  
to start enhancing your family’s Jewish journey.

Children 6 mo. - 8 yrs.

Sign-up at 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Children 8 - 12

Sign-up at 
pjourway.org

For more information, contact  
Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
941.343.2109

PJ Library Sarasota-Manatee is generously 
funded in part by Edie and David Chaifetz.

Join us for our 2ND ANNUAL AFIKOMAN HUNT!  
Enjoy PJ story time about Passover,  
then run and search for the afikoman  
to win super fun prizes! 

Sunday • Sunday • April 17 • April 17 • 3:00PM3:00PM  

QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
Contact Jessi Sheslow    
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109

afikomanafikoman
Nathan Benderson Park Pavilion 
5851 Nathan Benderson Circle 
Sarasota (near the playground)

hunthunt

By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector

MG Berman

The weather is warming up. 
We are in the 4th quarter of the 
school year and before we know 

it the kids will be ready for some sum-
mer fun. They will be ready to “shut 

their brains” off 
for a while and 
just relax. If you 
are like me, you 
want your kids to 
stay engaged in 
learning but not 
realize it is hap-
pening. That is a 
tough task. While 

some of our kids are heading off to 
camp far away, many others will re-
main close by and will be looking for 
fun, local opportunities. 

Stay on the lookout for our PJ  
Summer Fun Pack, which will have arts 
and crafts, links to music, virtual tours 
and more. We do our best to help you 
engage with meaningful Jewish con-
tent in our packs. We will also have a 
Picnic and Play this summer so be sure 
that you are following us on Facebook 
and Instagram for more information. 

Now I know this doesn’t solve all 
your challenges with what to do this 
summer, so let us share with you some 
other great resources and things to con-
sider: 

 � Day at the beach
 � Do your own mitzvah day

 � Make a picture collage of your 
travel wish list

 � Look into local camps (until 2023 
when you’ll have our very own 
Camp Marci Lynn!) 

 � Make homemade Rosh Hashanah/
Yom Kippur cards to have ready to 
send in September

 � Make a scavenger hunt
 � Check out the PJ Library website 

under the “explore” tab for many 
great resources

 � Fill out the PJ Family Directory, 
which can be found pinned to the 
top of the Facebook page, to meet 
other local young families who do 
the same activities that your family 
loves to do
As parents we all want the best for 

our kids. It is also hard to keep up with 
everything. One minute our kids are 
into swimming and the next it’s dance, 
then on to soccer. We are constant-
ly trying to find things that hold and 
maintain their interest. One thing we 
all have in common is that PJ Library 
is here to support us and it has our  
back.

For more information about PJ 
Library and PJ Our Way of Sarasota- 
Manatee, contact me at mgberman@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0027, or Jessi 
Sheslow, Manager, Teen and Family 
Programming, at jsheslow@jfedsrq.
com.
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JFEDSRQ.org/ProudStrong

https://www.jfedsrq.org/pj
http://www.pjourway.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/proudstrong
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Temple Emanu-El Tot Shabbat  
returns to the “Strawberry Fields”
Saturday morning, February 26, 

marked the welcome return of 
one of Temple Emanu-El’s sig-

nature events for young Jewish and 
interfaith families: our “Strawber-
ry Fields Tot Shabbat” at Hunsader 
Farms!

After having to take a year off due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, we were 
thrilled to welcome a sellout group of 
parents, grandparents and little ones for 
a wonderful Shabbat morning celebrat-
ing the beauty of our natural world. At-
tendees enjoyed exploring the grounds 
of Hunsader Farms – playing on the 
playground, feeding the farm animals, 
having a picnic lunch, and participat-
ing in Shabbat prayers, songs, move-
ment, birthday blessings and a story 
with Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin. 
A highlight of the special morning was 
a trip through the farm in the Hunsader 
swamp buggy!

“Once again, a fantastic time was 
had by all, including the animals at the 

petting zoo,” Rabbi Shefrin comment-
ed. “I got to feed a llama! 

“It is so wonderful to connect to 
the beauty and fun of Shabbat sur-
rounded by all the ex-
citing things to do at 
Hunsader Farms,” he 
added. “Jewish values 
are everywhere the eye 
looks. I can’t wait to go 
back next year.”

Temple Emanu-El’s 
“Strawberry Fields Tot 
Shabbat” and other Tot 
Shabbat programs, which 
are offered monthly 
and are generously 
underwritten by an ano- 
nymous “angel” donor, 
are open to the commu-
nity and designed espe-
cially for families with 
children up to age 6. 

For more informa-
tion about Tot Shabbat, 

or to receive invitations to upcom-
ing Tot Shabbat events, please con-
tact Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman at 
941.379.1997.

For more information about STEP,  
go to JFEDSRQ.org/STEP or contact  
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2109.

Tsorin family members take a fun photo
Shauna, Samantha and Robert Wagner enjoy 

feeding the farm animals

Jacob Shefrin riding the swamp buggy  
through the grounds of Hunsader Farm

JFEDSRQ.org/TEEN-TRAVEL
or contact Jessi Sheslow at 
941.343.2109 or jsheslow@jfedsrq.org

TEEN TRAVEL
ADVENTURES



Where will YOUR 
adventure take you? 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and its generous 
donors are committed to providing teen travel scholarships 
for educational, experiential and exploratory programs. 

To learn more about our teen travel programs and 
scholarships, visit the website.

SPRING TEEN TRAVEL PROGRAM SPRING TEEN TRAVEL PROGRAM 

NO LATE OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ALERT!
Application Window: March 1 – April 15, 2022

MOVING?MOVING? Take The  
Jewish News 

with you!

Send your new address to Jacqueline at  jpearson@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

EWISH
OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

JNEWS

TH
E

https://www.jfedsrq.org/teen-travel
https://www.jfedsrq.org/step
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The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee will award more than $90,000  
in education scholarships to eligible students for the 2022-2023 school year.

APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 10

$5,000
Jacqueline Siegel- 

Frascella Scholarship

$4,000
Ned and Janet Sinder  

Scholarship

$2,000
Michelson Interfaith  

Scholarship

$500
B’nai B’rith Gulf Coast Lodge 

Scholarship

Renewable  
for  4 Years

Melissa Wides Foundation 
Education Scholarship

AWARDS VARY
The Jewish  
Federation  

Scholarship Fund
and

Ronald and Geri Yonover 
Scholarship

$1,000
Betty Schoenbaum Fund

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

For more information contact
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.343.2109

APPLY ONLINE AT JFEDSRQ.org/EducationScholarships
(Incomplete applications will not be considered)

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

Get more information 
on scholarships at 
the website below.



ATTENTION 
STUDENTS

UP
TO

Pizmon celebrates Jewish music  
with students at Community Day School
Pizmon, a Jewish a cappella group 

of students from Columbia Uni-
versity, Barnard College and the 

Jewish Theological Seminary, visit-
ed Hershorin Schiff Community Day 
School (CDS) on Friday, February 11. 
Group members held morning work-
shops with Community Day School’s 
kindergarten to eighth-grade students 
and performed a concert of liturgical 
pieces, Israeli rock and pop, and Yid-
dish music later in the day.

The group’s name comes from a 
Hebrew word meaning “chorus” or 
“refrain of a song” and its mission is 
to share Jewish music with diverse 
communities across the globe. During 
Pizmon’s visit, more than 150 students 
had the opportunity to interact in small 
group workshops, learning traditional 
harmonies, beats and the meanings be-
hind Judaic stories and melodies. After 
the workshops, students were treated to 
an engaging performance in the cam-
pus auditorium.

Dan Ceaser, CDS’s head of school, 
said that the initiative fit perfectly into 
the school’s dynamic creative arts and 

diversity programming. 
“Our school’s benefactors believed 

strongly in the importance of encour-
aging tolerance and inclusivity at an 
early age,” said Ceaser. “We are grate-
ful to Pizmon for sharing its incredible 
musical talents, aligning with our plu-
ralistic philosophy where students of 
all faiths and backgrounds are exposed 
to Jewish culture and values.” Community Day School Head of School Dan Ceaser (center) with Pizmon performers

Community Day School students enjoy the Pizmon performance
Community Day School first-grader  

Aleph Ratner participates in a Pizmon workshop

Young Sarasota leader shines  
at international Jewish youth convention
By Robby Etzkin, Sr. Director, Camp Marci Lynn

On Sunday, February 20, when 
the Sarasota community was 
gathering to publicly display 

strength and unity against hate, thou-
sands of engaged Jewish teens were 
gathering at BBYO’s international 
convention. Among them were two lo-
cal teens, Dani and Jayme Rudd, 12th 
grade twins who both hold regional 
board positions. BBYO is a pluralistic 
Jewish teen movement with hundreds 
of chapters across North America and 
in 60 countries, reaching nearly 70,000 
Jewish teens annually. 

At the point in the conference 
when BBYO members elect their new 
leadership, Sarasota’s own Dani Rudd 
got up in front of hundreds of her peers 
and gave a speech supporting her can-
didacy for international president! This 
position requires current 12th graders to 
defer their first year of college in or-
der to serve. Imagine being 17 or 18 
years old, leading your BBYO region, 
balancing academics, social obliga-
tions and family responsibilities, all 
while still not knowing whether you’ll 
be going away to college next year or 
traveling the world as the next interna-
tional leader of the largest Jewish teen 
movement.

Dani spoke articulately about her 

vision and plans for the BBYO move-
ment, with an unbelievable amount of 
poise and courage. Although she did 
not win the election, she shared after-
wards that she was emotionally pre-
pared for both outcomes. She said it 

was a win-win situation with two fan-
tastic options – quite the mature, opti-
mistic perspective. 

Next fall, Dani will be studying 
at Elon University and Jayme will be-
gin at the University of Florida. Their 
proud parents and community are ex-
cited to see what these two Jewish 
leaders will accomplish on campus and 
beyond. They will undoubtedly contin-
ue the fight against hate, equipped with 
the tolerance and love they experi-
enced in BBYO, and the resilience and 
optimism Dani displayed as a Sarasota 

leader on an international stage.
Robby Etzkin is the Sr. Director of  
Camp Marci Lynn, a program of 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 

Manatee. He serves on the Amy Beth 
Rosenberg Continental Leadership 
Committee for the JCC Maccabi 
Games.

Dani Rudd (far right) joined teens from around 
the world at the international BBYO convention

ENJOY
ENJOY


LEARNLEARNNETWORKNETWORK BELONGBELONG ENGAGEENGAGEPARTICIPATEPARTICIPATE

JFEDSRQ.org/Events

JEWISH EVENTS!

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
https://www.jfedsrq.org/educationscholarships
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Jewish HappeningsJewish Happenings
All event and program times listed in The Jewish News are Eastern Time Zone unless otherwise indicated.

Conversational Hebrew II with Cheryl Cohen
Are you looking at advancing your Hebrew knowledge? Wish you could 
carry on full conversations in Hebrew? Cheryl Cohen offers her vast 
knowledge of conversational Hebrew to students at no cost during her 
weekly Friday class held at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050  
S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Some knowledge of conversational 
Hebrew is required. There is no cost, but donations are always welcome. 
Please contact Kelly Nester at 941.955.8121 x1002 to reserve your spot.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1FRIDAY, APRIL 1

“Shabbaton on the Beach” with Temple Emanu-El
Join Temple Emanu-El Religious School families for the return of this 
much-loved annual Shabbat dinner and service on Siesta Key Beach at 
5:00 p.m. A delicious casual Israeli Shabbat dinner will be served under 
the covered pavilion, followed by a beautiful sunset service – conducted 
by Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin, the Family Shabbat Band and Reli-
gious School students – right on the beach. Although “Shabbaton on the 
Beach” is created especially for young Jewish and interfaith families, all 
are warmly invited. The service is free, with advance paid reservations re-
quired for dinner. For more information, email teers@sarasotatemple.org.

Temple Sinai Rosh Hodesh
Celebrate women with Rabbi Samantha Kahn and her special guest, Com-
missioner Nikki Fried. This free event is open to the community and begins 
at 6:00 p.m. For Zoom information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2SATURDAY, APRIL 2

Women’s Day
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Bestselling Jewish author Jennifer Weiner brings her charm and wit to the 
podium, discussing her books, personal experiences and women’s search 
for a sense of self at this Sarasota event for women. In the same sharp and 
entertaining tone that fills her novels, Weiner wins over audiences with her 
unforgettable comedic style, making her an audience favorite! The event 
begins at 11:00 a.m. at Michael’s On East, 1212 S. East Ave., Sarasota 
(outdoor seating is also available). Tickets start at $90. Visit jfedsrq.org/
events for details. For more information, please contact Hermione Gilpin 
at hgilpin@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6305.

MONDAY, APRIL 4MONDAY, APRIL 4

Temple Sinai Presents the Book of Judges

Open Air Gilbert and SullivanREPORT IT!REPORT IT!
If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  

or antisemitic activities,  or antisemitic activities,  
report it:report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ

4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota, FL 34231
www.templesinai-sarasota.org • (941) 924-1802

Celebrate with us.
Grow with us.

Connect with us.

YOU'RE
INVITED

TO...

Our doors are open!

SOLD OUT

http://www.templesinai-sarasota.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/safesrq
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“Intro to Judaism” with Rabbi Stuart Altshuler
Join Temple Beth Sholom every Tuesday in April at 10:00 a.m. as we ex-
amine every aspect of Jewish life: the Jewish calendar, holidays, Shabbat, 
kashrut, Jewish sacred literature, Jewish life cycle, Hebrew reading, Jew-
ish history and all the contemporary issues from abortion to the role of 
women. No cost, but donations are always welcome. The class meets on 
Zoom as well as in person at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., 
Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Please register at templebethsholomfl.org/events. For 
more information, call the Temple Beth Sholom office at 941.955.8121 or 
email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5TUESDAY, APRIL 5

Jewish Discussion Class
Join Temple Beth Israel’s Rabbi Stephen Sniderman every Tuesday from 
11:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom as he hosts and presents a different topic each 
week with plenty of time for questions. This free class is open to the com-
munity with pre-registration. For more information or to receive the Zoom 
link, email office@tbi-lbk.org.

Temple Sinai Presents the Book of Judges
Join Reb Ari Shapiro on Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m. as he discusses the Book 
of Judges. Following the death of Joshua, the Jewish people were led by 
a series of judges (shoftim). This book details the events that transpired 
during their leadership, murder, the female judge, the tragedy of Jephthah’s 
daughter, Samson and other interesting stories. The judge was always cho-
sen by God, and whenever he or she called upon the people to repent, they 
responded. For Zoom information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Open Air Gilbert and Sullivan
This program consists of the works of Gilbert and Sullivan. Arthur 
Sullivan’s music, coupled with the clever lyrics and zany plots of William 
S. Gilbert, have captured hearts for over a century. Our performers – tenors 
Greg Wollenstein and Eric Spitz, and sopranos Betsy Bullis, Barbara 
Koning and Dawn Spitz – will sing delightful songs from operettas The 
Mikado, Pirates of Penzance, Yeoman of the Guard, Ruddigore and HMS 
Pinafore. Michael Edelstein, New York cabaret star, is the music director. 
This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Porte Cochere, 
1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. Please check for Covid restrictions prior 
to coming to Aviva. To RSVP or for more information, contact Melinda 
Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

CTeen Passover Scavenger Hunt
Join Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch for a scavenger hunt and 
Passover car wash! Clean cars for Passover and raise money for food for 
needy families. Dinner and drinks will be served. The fun begins at 7:00 
p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. The event is 
free for CTeen members and $18 for non-members. For more information 
and to RSVP, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@
chabadofbradenton.com.

Author Chat with Pulitzer Prize-Winner  
Jonathan Kaufman

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood and Brotherhood are honored to host Pulit-
zer Prize-winning author Jonathan Kaufman, who will join Rabbi Elaine 
Glickman in conversation about his book, The Last Kings of Shanghai: 
The Rival Jewish Dynasties that Helped Create Modern China. Kaufman 
forges a tale of smuggling and intrigue, moral compromise and surviv-
al, success and generosity as he shares the extraordinary history of the 
Sassoon and Kadoorie families, and how they helped open China to the 
world. The event begins at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. The cost is $10 for Tem-
ple Emanu-El members and $18 for community members. Please visit  
sarasotatemple.org/event-registration.html to register.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq
Stay connected.

Your Musical, 
Comedy, Drama 

and 
Live Music 

Destination!

ManateePerformingArtsCenter.com
502 Third Avenue W | Bradenton

Box Office (941) 748-5875
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Sunday, May 15, 2022
11:30 aM

On the AvivA CAmpus 
For sponsorship opportunities, please contact monica Caldwell:  

941-724-8804 or mcaldwell@avivaseniorlife.org

S a v e  t h e  d a t e

www.manateeperformingartscenter.com
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6

People of the Book Event
With Author Wayne Federman

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Today’s top stand-up comedians sell out arenas, generate millions of 
dollars, tour the world and help shape our social discourse. So, how did 
this all happen? Wayne Federman’s The History of Stand-Up chronicles 
the incredible evolution of this American art form – from its earliest 
pre-vaudeville practitioners such as Mark Twain to the present-day 
comedians of HBO and Netflix. Federman is a stand-up comedian, actor, 
professor and author. He has appeared on The Tonight Show five times 
and had his own special on Comedy Central. He has acted in numerous 
films and TV shows, including Curb Your Enthusiasm, Silicon Valley, 
Community, Legally Blonde, Knocked Up, Step Brothers, 50 First Dates 
and Funny People. The event takes place from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in person 
at the Jewish Congregation of Venice (600 N. Auburn Road, Venice) and 
virtually via Zoom. Tickets in advance are $18 ($25 at the door) for in-
person attendance, and $10 per household for Zoom. To register, please 
visit jfedsrq.org/books. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at 
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

“Turning Points in Jewish History”  
With Rabbi Stuart Altshuler

Join Temple Beth Sholom every Wednesday in April at 10:00 a.m. as we 
look at Jewish history, not in a linear fashion, year by year, but by the 
major turning points: Our Origins in Mesopotamia and Egypt; Sinai: The 
Prophets; The Fall of Jerusalem in 586 BCE to the Rise of 19th-Century 
Nationalism and Antisemitism; Eastern European Jewry; The Shoah; 
Zionism and the Birth of the State of Israel. No cost, but donations are 
always welcome. The class meets on Zoom as well as in person at Temple 
Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Please register at 
templebethsholomfl.org/events. For more information, call the temple 
office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

“18 Jewish Holidays:  
Passover in the Bible and Haggadah”

Ordains the Bible in Exodus: “This is the ordinance of the Passover.… 
Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be 
a feast…. Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in its season from year 
to year.” Much of our familiar Passover Haggadah is derived directly from 
the Bible. The foods on the Seder plate symbolize the Biblical travails and 
triumphs of the Jewish people as they leave slavery for the Promised Land. 
This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive 
the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Temple Emanu-El’s Virtual “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Grab a bite to eat, log into Zoom 
and join Temple Emanu-El Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Associate 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for socializ-
ing and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish interest. This 
popular monthly program has become a hit online as new and old friends 
enjoy the opportunity to gather virtually. All are invited to this free event at 
noon. Please call 941.371.2788 to receive the private Zoom link.

Miniversity of Judaism Course
Join Rabbi Peter Kasdan at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, April 6, 13 and 20 
as he presents “Are We Jews the Chosen People, or are We the Choosing 
People?” and “What Does Judaism Require of Us? What Do We Require 
of Ourselves?” Themes that will be discussed include cloning, fasting, 
removing a mezuzah, hugging and kissing, and ethical dilemmas. The 
course takes place at Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Rd., Longboat 
Key. Cost: free for temple members; $10 for non-members. To register, 
visit tbi-lbk.org or call 941.383.3428.

BUSINESSES 
PICK UPS AND 
RETURNS AT
NO COST
FREE DELIVERY

SAME DAY REPAIR &
LIFETIME LIFETIME WARRANTY

PHONES
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F lourish!
F r e e d o m  t o “Best Retirement 

Community 
in Sarasota”

Winner 12 Years in a Row – 
voted by readers of 
Sarasota Magazine

Best of SRQ Local 2021

Call today: 941-552-5369 or toll-free: 1-888-999-GLEN (4536).
 7333 Scotland Way • Sarasota, Florida 34238 • www.TheGlenridge.com

6000 Cattleridge Dr.
Suite 100
Sarasota, FL 34232

(941) 378-8977
Fyzical is the leader in health and wellness providing patients with wellness 

programs & clinical care in Fall Prevention, Orthopedic & Vestibular Rehabilitation.

Visit us at 
our new 
location!

Contact us for your
free balance screening

and/or a 10 minute trial
on our new

Hydromassage
Lounge Chair.

CAT T L EM EN

Introducing our new

heated pool with 
treadmill...

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022 – Kim Cool

OUT DOOR DINING.
HANDCRAFT ED CUISINE.
AWARD-WINNING WINE LIST.

For Reservations:
Call 941-366-0007 or Visit bestfood.com

Sarasota Jewish Theater Preview:  
Tuesdays with Morrie

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Tuesdays with Morrie is the autobiographical story of journalist Mitch  
Albom and Morrie Schwartz, his former Brandeis University professor. 
What starts as a casual visit turns into a last class in the meaning of life. 
This touching, life-affirming, deeply emotional drama, sprinkled with 
a generous dose of humor, will burst to life on the stage with perfor-
mances by Sarasota favorites Don Walker and Derek Brookens. A Zoom  
discussion with the cast and director will be available. The preview perfor-
mance takes place from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at The Players Centre for Per-
forming Arts, “Studio 1130” at the Crossings at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. Performances continue at the same time and loca-
tion on Thursday, April 7 and Saturday, April 9, as well as Sunday, April 10 
at 1:30 and 5:30. Tickets range in price from $18 to $36 and sponsorship 
opportunities are also available. For tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/SJT. For more 
information, email Carole Kleinberg at info@SarasotaJewishTheater.org.

Torah Trails: Sinai on Siesta
Talk Torah with Temple Sinai’s Rabbi Samantha Kahn while walking on 
the beach. This event takes place the first Wednesday of every month at 
9:00 a.m. Meet at Siesta Key Pavilion, 948 Beach Road, Siesta Key. All 
are welcome. For more information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

http://www.bestfood.com
http://www.theglenridge.com
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Send your monthly 
 Jewish Happenings to 

 jewishnews@jfedsrq.org

Conversational Hebrew I with Cheryl Cohen
Have you ever wanted to learn a new language? Cheryl Cohen will walk 
you through the basics of learning Hebrew conversationally in her weekly 
Thursday morning class held at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 
S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. This is not an introductory Hebrew class; 
knowledge of the Hebrew alef-bet is required. There is no cost, but dona-
tions are always welcome. Please contact Kelly Nester at 941.955.8121 
x1002 to reserve your spot.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7THURSDAY, APRIL 7

Rosh Chodesh Society Course
Join Chanie Bukiet for “The Kinds of Kindness,” the sixth class of the 
course, “Well Connected.” This class will go beyond simply studying how 
to properly perform mitzvot, like giving charity, hosting guests in the home 
and comforting the bereaved. It will present these mitzvot in a new light, 
making us rethink the general nature of the ethical obligations we bear 
toward others. Join us at noon on Zoom or at The Chabad House (5712 
Lorraine Road, Bradenton), where lunch will be served. The course fee is 
$75 (textbook included) or $18 per class. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022 – Kim Cool
Kim Patmore Cool is the author of 30 books and the editor of the Venice 
Gondolier Sun and The Shaker Heights. She has been a U.S. figure skat-
ing judge for 52 years, and as a competitive curler she led teams to two 
nationals and attended the first Olympic training camp for U.S. women 
curlers. She has been to every continent but Antarctica. A book signing 
will follow the presentation. This free event begins at 3:30 p.m. at Aviva 
Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. Please 
check for Covid restrictions prior to coming to Aviva. To RSVP or for 
more information, contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@
avivaseniorlife.org.

“Jackie Robinson & Hank Greenberg: 
 Blazing a Trail in Baseball History”

Jackie Robinson and Hank Greenberg were baseball superstars despite in-
stitutionalized racism and prejudice. In this presentation, award-winning 
Sarasota editor Liz Coursen will explore each man’s background and his 
historical milieu. As Liz discusses the challenges Robinson and Greenberg 
faced, she will also demonstrate that, somewhat surprisingly, the State of 
Florida played a significant role in the drama that unfolded when these men 
took the field. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 
Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. Please check for Covid 
restrictions prior to coming to Aviva. To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Temple Sinai’s “Introduction to Jewish Flexidoxy”
Religious teachings and practices, as they have been taught and modeled 
to us, seem to create a tension between our personal sense of aliveness and 
rightness and the relationship we seek with our Creator and tradition. This 
interactive course, taught by Reb Ari Shapiro at 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays, 
will examine some radical and daring interpretations and decision-making 
processes. We hope to discover ways in which each of us can find personal 
relevance and spiritual fulfillment in Judaism. For Zoom information, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

“Every Book of the Jewish Bible: Second Kings”
Second Kings continues the history of the divided Jewish kingdoms of 
northern Israel and southern Judah. Israel’s prolonged succession of wicked 
kings leads to its destruction by Assyria in 722 BCE. The Jews are exiled, 
becoming the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. King Josiah of Judah zealously 
reclaims the holy Jewish traditions for his land and people, but later evil 
kings lead Judah into destruction by invading the Babylonians, who destroy 
the Temple in 586 BCE. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins 
at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. 
To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 
941.313.9239.

FRIDAY, APRIL 8FRIDAY, APRIL 8

We follow #SafeArtsSarasota   
health and safety protocols
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Sarasota Jewish Theater: Tuesdays with Morrie  
– Closing Performances

SUNDAY, APRIL 10SUNDAY, APRIL 10

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Tuesdays with Morrie is the autobiographical story of journalist Mitch 
Albom and Morrie Schwartz, his former Brandeis University professor. 
What starts as a casual visit turns into a last class in the meaning of life. 
This touching, life-affirming, deeply emotional drama, sprinkled with a 
generous dose of humor, will burst to life on the stage with performances 
by Sarasota favorites Don Walker and Derek Brookens. A Zoom discussion 
with the cast and director will be available. Performances take place at 1:30 
and 5:30 p.m. at The Players Centre for Performing Arts, “Studio 1130” at 
the Crossings at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. Tickets 
range in price from $18 to $36 and sponsorship opportunities are also 
available. For tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/SJT. For more information, email 
Carole Kleinberg at info@SarasotaJewishTheater.org.

“Special in Uniform”
Temple Emanu-El’s Israel Committee and Jewish National Fund proudly 
host Tiran Attia, a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the Israel Defense Forces 
and founder of “Special in Uniform.” This amazing program integrates 
young adults with disabilities into the IDF and Israeli society – inspired 
by the core belief that everyone belongs and has the right to reach their 
full potential. All are invited to learn about this extraordinary program of 
inclusion inside Israel’s culture of military service. This free event begins 
at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. Please visit sarasotatemple.org/event-registration.
html to register.

“Eating Healthy Jewishly: Passover Sephardic Style”
While Ashkenazi Jews do not eat rice, corn, millet, dried beans, lentils, 
peas, green beans, soybeans, peanuts, sesame seeds, poppy seeds and mus-
tard (kitniyot) on Passover, Sephardic Jews do. Sephardic recipes bring 
exciting color and spice to the Seder table. Sephardi Passovers feature an 
endlessly fascinating variety of haroset based on using ingredients that 
grew in warmer Mediterranean regions like dates, figs, apricots, raisins, 
oranges, and nuts like pistachios, almonds and hazelnuts. This class, pre-
sented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per 
day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, 
please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

CKids Passover Freedom Machine
Join us at 11:00 a.m. at The Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, Braden-
ton) and roll, spin, slide, bend and bounce through the steps of the Seder. 
Kids will work together to invent their own freedom machine that will be 
the perfect Seder centerpiece. The event is free for Chabad Hebrew School 
student and $10 for other attendees. For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Aviva Classical Concert Series
Ms. Huifang Chen, a dynamic musician, violinist and conductor, and 
Steinway Artist Tao Lin, currently on the faculty at the Bowdoin Inter-
national Music Festival, will be welcoming spring with a violin/piano re-
cital titled “Joy of Spring.” The program will feature the most popular 
sonata for violin and piano by Beethoven, “The Spring Sonata,” as well 
as virtuosic and romantic all-time favorite works by Kreisler, Wieniawski 
and Sarasate. This free event begins at 1:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 
Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. Please check for Covid 
restrictions prior to coming to Aviva. To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12TUESDAY, APRIL 12

An Evening of Exquisite Music
Renowned virtuosos Daniel Jordan and Solomon Eichner are returning to 
Temple Beth Israel! Jordan, violinist and concertmaster of the Sarasota 
Orchestra, and director of programs for the Artist Series of Sarasota, and 
Eichner, internationally recognized pianist, will play violin and piano 
masterpieces including Beethoven’s “Spring” Sonata, Brahms’ “Violin 
Sonata No 2” and other world-class pieces. A Meet & Greet with the 
artists will follow this performance at a complimentary champagne-dessert 
reception. The event takes place from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Israel, 567 Bay Isles Rd., Longboat Key. Tickets are $40 for Temple Beth 
Israel and Education Center members; $50 for non-members. To register, 
please visit tbieducationcenter.org, email educationcenter@tbi-lbk.org or 
call 941.383.8222.

Confronting the Complexity of  
Holocaust Scholarship Series

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Classrooms Without Borders and preeminent Holocaust scholar Michael 
Berenbaum join together again as we explore the complexities of the field 
of Holocaust scholarship. The rise of antisemitism across the globe, along-
side the current data that points to a serious void in understanding about 
the Holocaust in the 21st century, shines a light on a critical need to con-
tinue the task of Holocaust scholars to honor the memory of the Shoah. In 
each program of this nine-part series, we will meet top scholars in the field 
and focus on their research and scholarship. Join us from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
on Zoom for this free series. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more 
information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

Every woman Every woman 
matters here.matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 

Nashim” ] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers and 

agents of change. Each member contributes 
$518, and each has an equal voice in directing 

our funds. The giving circle model multiplies individual actions, 
creating a tremendous collective impact. 

In the last seven years, we have distributed more than $307,000  
in grants to nonprofits in Israel that help women and children of  
all backgrounds live safer, healthier and more meaningful lives.

Our Mission
To enhance the lives of Jewish women 
and children who are in need of help  
and live in Israel.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org
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People of the Book 
With Author Lisa Scottoline

stay connected @ jfedsrq.org

https://www.jfedsrq.org/
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RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE   941.363.6507
OFFICE    941.349.3444

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242

Valuable market insights
TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR REAL ESTATE GOALS

Passover begins the Passover begins the 
evening of evening of Friday,Friday,  

April 15April 15. Many of the . Many of the 
area’s temples will hold area’s temples will hold 
first- and second-night first- and second-night 

Seders open to the Seders open to the 
community. Contact community. Contact 
the temples for more the temples for more 

information.information.

PJ Library Afikoman Hunt
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for our 2nd Annual Afikoman Hunt from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at  
Nathan Benderson Park Pavilion, 5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sara-
sota. Enjoy PJ story time about Passover, then run and search for the afi-
koman to win super fun prizes! To register or for more information, contact 
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17SUNDAY, APRIL 17

“Speak Out, Stand Up Against Antisemitism”
In Sarasota in February 2022, flyers left in Jewish neighborhoods claimed, 
“Every single aspect of the Covid agenda is Jewish,” prompting authorities 
to join with a terrorism taskforce to apprehend the perpetrators. In Orlando 
on January 29, demonstrating National Socialist Movement members 
punched, spit on, pepper sprayed and yelled antisemitic slurs at a passing 
Jewish driver. “The suspects… are well known members of the National 
Socialist Movement with significant public presence on online media,” reads 
the arrest warrant. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP 
and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, APRIL 18MONDAY, APRIL 18

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting
Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program at Temple Beth Israel of 
Longboat Key to give all Jewish singles in the Sarasota-Manatee area the 
opportunity to meet other men and women who are single. The group meets 
once a month for dinner, laughter and a time to turn acquaintances into life-
long friends. We would love to have you join us at 5:30 p.m. at Cafe Baci, 
4001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. For the health and safety of our members, 
proof of a full Covid vaccination (including booster) is required along with 
your identification. To make a reservation or for more information, call or 
text Rosalyn Fleischer at 941.915.6631 or email rozfleischer@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19TUESDAY, APRIL 19

People of the Book 
With Author Lisa Scottoline

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Eternal is the culmination of a lifetime of Lisa Scottoline’s work. She has 
been researching the Italian Holocaust since her undergraduate days when 
she took a yearlong seminar at the University of Pennsylvania led by Philip 
Roth called “The Literature of the Holocaust.” Scottoline is a New York 
Times bestselling author of 32 novels. She has 30 million copies of her 
books in print in the United States and has been published in 35 countries. 
She also writes a weekly column with her daughter for The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Tickets are $10 per household for this virtual event, which takes 
place from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/
books. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2113.

westcoastblacktheatre.org

941-366-1505
1012 N ORANGE AVE, SARASOTA

CREATED, ADAPTED & DIRECTED BY  
NATE JACOBS

CHOREOGRAPHED BY
DONALD FRISON

MARCH 10–APRIL 24, 2022

“WBTT delivers big with Broadway in Black . . .  
a wealth of moments to enjoy.” 

Kay Kipling, SaraSota Magazine

CONGREGATION FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

Passover  Celebration
Join us as we celebrate Passover with a warm,  

wonderful, Humanistic Haggadah

         Congregation for Humanistic Judaism wishes a Happy Passover to all!

Michael’s On East • 1212 East Avenue • Sarasota
 

Non-members – $85
Children under 12 – $30

Reservation deadline: April 9

email: chjsarasota@hotmail.com or call 941.929.7771

Looking for a Seder?

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 6:00 PM

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS –
THEY HELP MAKE THE JEWISH NEWS POSSIBLE

http://www.westcoastblacktheatre.org
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Classic Jewish Non-Fiction:  
Guardianships and the Elderly: The Perfect Crime

THURSDAY, APRIL 21THURSDAY, APRIL 21

Dr. Sam Sugar, author of Guardianships and the Elderly: The Perfect 
Crime, says, “It seemed that judges, guardians and lawyers in courts across 
the country had developed a systematic play book to be used in generating 
and perpetuating immensely lucrative, professional guardianships. I sim-
ply could not believe that there was a system in place in this country that 
could strip innocent individuals of their constitutional rights, seize their 
assets without due process and relegate them to living the rest of their 
days under the total control of other people.” This class, presented by the 
Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 
for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

CHJ Yom HaShoah Service
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ) invites you to our Yom 
HaShoah Service at 10:30 a.m. at Unity Church, 3023 Proctor Road, Sara-
sota. Our speaker will be Dr. Andre Krauss, a renowned Holocaust and 
antisemitism scholar. This event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, email sandrasiegel3600@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23SATURDAY, APRIL 23

Kabbalistic Meal of Moshiach
Come and join us on the last day of Pesach to celebrate with a special meal, 
the Moshiach Seudah, complete with matzah, wine and Chassidic songs 
– a custom established by the Baal Shem Tov. The Seudah will be led by 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 6:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton. Admission is free. For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Just Schmoozing LIVE
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Come and meet fellow tribe members for fun and laughs from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. at Ed’s Tavern, 10719 Rodeo Dr., Lakewood Ranch. There will be a 
cash bar and complimentary light appetizers. This event is made possible 
by the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels Endowment Fund for Adult Senior 
Programs and Services. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at 
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26TUESDAY, APRIL 26

Temple Sinai’s  
Community Observance of Yom HaShoah

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join Rabbi Samantha Kahn and Chazzan Cliff Abramson along with local 
clergy to commemorate the significant holiday of Yom HaShoah. The 
evening will include Religious School students singing with Chazzan 
Abramson, and local Holocaust survivors lighting candles commemorating 
the six million Jews who were murdered. The entire community is invited 
to attend at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 Lockwood Ridge Road 
(enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. Masks and proof of vaccination 
required (subject to change). For more information, email bleinweber@
templesinai-sarasota.org.

JNF-USA Reading Series: All the Horrors of War
Join Jewish National Fund-USA on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. for a special virtual 
event in recognition of Yom HaShoah. The event will feature a live Q&A 
with author Bernice Lerner about her book, All the Horrors of War: A 
Jewish Girl, a British Doctor, and the Liberation of Bergen-Belsen – the 
first book to pair the story of a Holocaust victim with that of a liberator. 
Register for this free event at jnf.org/readingseries. For more information, 
email Sarah Cohen at scohen@jnf.org.
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING JEWISH?LOOKING FOR SOMETHING JEWISH?
FIND IT IN THE DIRECTORY

JFEDSRQ.org/Directory

Holocaust Museums Around the World

Temple Emanu-El’s “Israel Shabbat”

Memoir Writing Workshop
Temple Emanu-El’s Adult Education Committee invites you to this special 
workshop facilitated by Bruce Black, author and Jewish Writing Project 
editorial director. Bruce will expertly and warmly guide you through 
the process of reviewing your life events for memorable moments, and 
help you shape these moments into stories to share with your family and 
friends. No previous writing experience is necessary. All are invited to 
this free one-hour learning opportunity at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please visit sarasotatemple.org/event-
registration.html to register.

jfedsrq.org
941.371.4546
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Engaging Jewish Lives

We take great pride in engaging Jewish lives in our community.   
From embracing Jewish cinema through our Jewish Film Festival  

and Just Reel Films, to celebrating Jewish thought leaders at Women’s Day  
and the Community Lecture, to viewing the latest exhibits during our  
Club Fed bus trips, your Federation is dedicated to bringing the best in Jewish 
programming to our Sarasota-Manatee community.  

https://www.jfedsrq.org/
http://www.thevenicesymphony.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/directory
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Holocaust Museums Around the World
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Alongside Classrooms Without Borders scholars, we will travel monthly 
with museum historians, experts and contemporary witnesses to 10 differ-
ent regions. We will explore the history behind the exhibits, discuss the 
nature of memory and memorials, and discover how the world remembers 
the Shoah and honors the lives we lost. We will also explore how that 
memory is interconnected to genocides, both past and present. Our experts 
will challenge us to grapple with issues of cultural identity, responsibil-
ity to community, and decision-making, as well as ways in which indi-
viduals and nations responded, or failed to respond, to the crisis through 
close examination of each museum’s artifacts and memorials. The class 
takes place from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 
941.228.3676.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28THURSDAY, APRIL 28

“Miraculous Jewish Military Victories:  
Holocaust Uprisings”

This Yom HaShoah commemoration highlights miraculous Jewish up-
risings in the Holocaust, confronting a mighty enemy with the might 
of faith in the Almighty. In August 1943, prisoners in Treblinka seized 
weapons and stormed the main gate, as more than 300 escaped. In October 
1944, Sonderkommando prisoners in Auschwitz revolted, during which 
an especially sadistic Nazi guard was stuffed into an oven and burned 
alive. In October 1943, 300 prisoners escaped from the Sobibor death 
camp after killing 11 of the camp’s SS staff. This class, presented by the 
Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 
for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

“The James Webb Space Telescope”
The James Webb Space Telescope represents a 25-year undertaking costing 
over $10 billion to date. It is being funded and executed by a multinational 
collaboration of NASA, the European Space agency and the Canadian 
Space Agency. Space exploration has resulted in an expansion of the field 
of Astronomy to include Astrophysics, Astrochemistry and Astrobiology. 
Leading this presentation will be Aviva resident Jack Polejes, who holds 
a PhD in Chemical Engineering and has a 40-year career in the chemical 
industry. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 
Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. Please check for Covid 
restrictions prior to coming to Aviva. To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Second Chance Last Opportunity Food Drive
Bring your non-perishable food items to Temple Beth Israel’s monthly food 
drive. Simply drive up at 567 Bay Isles Rd., Longboat Key, at 2:00 p.m., 
and one of our volunteers will take your donations from your car. Ideas for 
donations include: hearty protein cans of soup, stews, canned fruits, veg-
gies, beans, rice, tuna, peanut butter, crackers, as well as fresh fruits and 
vegetables that hold well – onions, carrots, potatoes, apples and oranges. 
Other ideas include personal care items such as deodorant, body wipes, hair 
care, toothpaste, toothbrushes, baby diapers and baby food. This food drive 
is sponsored by the Social Action Committee of Temple Beth Israel, which 
supports the work of Second Chance Last Opportunity – a grassroots organi-
zation that provides food, education and life skills training.

FRIDAY, APRIL 29FRIDAY, APRIL 29

Temple Emanu-El’s “Israel Shabbat”
The Israel Committee of Temple Emanu-El presents the much-anticipated 
annual Israel Shabbat at 7:15 p.m. at 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Enjoy 
a special Shabbat service featuring beautiful Israeli music – including 
folksongs and liturgical arrangements – as well as a sermon about and 
prayers for Israel. A delicious Israeli Shabbat dinner prepared by chef 
Michael Lauber – featuring Mediterranean favorites, including savory 
falafel, hummus and all the fixings – will precede the service at 5:30 p.m. 
All are welcome, with paid reservations required for dinner. The service 
is free. Please visit sarasotatemple.org/event-registration.html to register.

Temple Sinai’s Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for the service with Rabbi Samantha Kahn and 
Chazzan Cliff Abramson. Inspirational melodies by the Bruno Trio will 
add to the celebration. Masks and proof of vaccination are required 
(subject to change). Temple Sinai is located at 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge 
Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. For more information, 
visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

MEDIA SPONSOR

SERENDIPITOUS 
MOVEMENT

29 - 30 APRIL

George Balanchine’s 

SERENADE
Mark Morris’ 

THE LETTER V
Sir Kenneth MacMillan’s  

ELITE SYNCOPATIONS 

Box Office
941.359.0099
SarasotaBallet.org

*Anti-Defamation League survey of American Jews & perceptions of antisemitism

%%
FEEL THEIR COMMUNITIES 
ARE LESS SAFE THAN THEY 
WERE A DECADE AGO.*6363of American Jewsof American Jews

In partnership with Secure Community Network (SCN),  
we are dedicated to keeping our Jewish community safe.  
We provide:
	 • SAFETY AND SECURITY TRAINING
	 • INFORMATION SHARING
	 • SECURITY ADVICE AND CONSULTATION
	 • SECURITY WEBSITE PLATFORM

For detailed information and to sign-up for security 
alerts, visit

        JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ
To report an incident, go to the web page  
listed above, then click the red button:

CLICK HERE TO REPORT AN INCIDENT 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/sarasotaballet.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/safesrq


20B April 2022 JEWISH HAPPENINGS

 
help us part  

the sea  
of conflict,  
ignorance,  

and isolation 

Amount of gift: 

Passover… 
this

Everything Federation does is made possible 
through generous donations from members of the 
community. Please consider making a gift today!

Make checks payable to: 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Mail to: 
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL  34232         

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________  E-mail: ____________________________________________ Birthdate: _______________________

Or visit our website bit.ly/Passover2022JN to use a credit card and give online.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA OR ONLINE AT FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION #: CH449 

  o  $36  o  $72  o  $180  o  $360 o  OTHER: _______________ (USD)

YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE!

22JNPS

Your generosity in the past has helped us  
push back against this sea. Your support  

will make a difference in the lives of Jews in  
Sarasota-Manatee and around the world and  
we thank you in advance.

With your help The Jewish Federation  
of Sarasota-Manatee 
• Supports local social services

• Educates youth of all backgrounds on  
 the history and lessons of the Holocaust

• Fights against antisemitism

• Supports Jews in need both locally and abroad

• Strengthens our connection to Israel, and 

• Brings people together to build community 

Please consider making a gift and increasing  
the good we can do together.

http://www.bit.ly/passover2022jn

	undefined: 
	undefined_2: 


