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Federation moves forward  
with Morganroth Event Center
By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer

We continue to be energized 
by the 2019 Jewish Com-
munity Study, which re-

vealed the remarkable fact that over 
10,000 individuals in Jewish house-
holds attend Jewish programs annual-
ly. We are moving forward to build a  
redesigned, centrally located Larry & 
Mary Greenspon Family Campus for 
Jewish Life. It will serve as an attrac-
tive, modern home for our Federation 
and many community organizations 
to provide events and programs for all 
ages. 

Over the past year, we have met 
with many civic leaders and public of-
ficials about how our new campus can 
meet the needs of our region. Virtually 
every leader told us that there is now 

a shortage of venues for larger events. 
So, we designed our Morganroth 
Event Center, generously 
named by Joel and Gail 
Morganroth, to fill that 
need. It will have the ca-
pacity to hold as many as 
500 attendees for a seated 
meal or up to 1,000 for an  
auditorium-style program. 

To meet the needs of 
our fast-growing commu-
nity, we will need to sup-
plement the funds given 
by our generous donors with new and 
diversified revenue streams. That’s 
why Federation leadership has been 
working diligently over the past year to 
build innovative revenue opportunities 

into the plan for our new campus. 
One of our region’s greatest re-

sources is talent, especially the talent 
of our volunteer community leaders. 
A perfect example is the way Larry 
Haspel, a retired CEO of hospitals, 

Rendering of the Morganroth Event Center interior

The hostage crisis at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Colleyville, 
Texas, on January 15 was a pain-

ful reminder that 21st-century antisem-
itism presents an 
ongoing danger 
to the safety of 
Jews in America. 
Our Jewish Feder-
ations must spare 
no effort to ensure 
that our commu-
nity members can 
safely continue to 

pray, learn and celebrate together as 
Jews.

Securing our buildings and provid-
ing practical training continue to be our 

immediate priority. So, as we build our 
new Larry & Mary Greenspon Family 
Campus for Jewish Life, we are de-
signing security into every component, 
even as we make the campus open and 
accessible to the community. To attack 
the source of antisemitism and hate, our 
Federation will redouble our education, 
outreach and relationship-building ef-
forts. We are expanding our programs 
that provide civic, religious and ethnic 
community leaders – particularly ed-
ucators and public officials – with ac-
curate resources about Jews, Judaism, 
antisemitism, the Holocaust and Israel.
KEEPING SRQ SAFE –
Our Community Security Initiative
In 2019, our Federation’s Board of  

Directors invested in improving the se-
curity of our Jewish community. For-
mer CEO Howard Tevlowitz and our 
Security Committee, chaired by Mel 
Taub, coordinated the interview pro-
cess with the Secure Community Net-
work (SCN), The Jewish Federations 
of North America’s national security 
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Morganroth Event Center...continued from previous page
leveraged his decades of professional 
experience negotiating partnerships 
with food service companies. I had the 
pleasure of working with Larry and 
Federation board members, including 
Wayne Ruben, to develop a business 
model for the Morganroth Event Cen-
ter that will provide a revenue stream 
to not only support the operation and 
ongoing maintenance of this needed 
new facility, but will also generate ad-

ditional funds to support the Federa-
tion’s mission-based programs. 

This business model was shaped 
by the Federation’s Executive Com-
mittee in tandem with key subject mat-
ter experts. The primary revenue from 
the event center will come as the result 
of an exclusive partnership with a ca-
tering partner under which the Federa-
tion will receive a share of the food and 
beverage sales and space rental fees. 

Shep Englander...continued from previous page
organization. Working with SCN, our 
management and Security Commit-
tee, unanimously chose Jeff Solomon 
and relocated him from California to 
launch SRQ SAFE as our first security 
director. 

Over the last year, Jeff has led the 
Federation’s successful efforts to dra-
matically improve our community’s 
security profile. He worked tireless-
ly with every agency, congregation 
and school to create custom emer-
gency response plans. He guided the 
smart investment of funds secured 
by the Federation to “harden” Jew-
ish facilities. He built close, collab-
orative relationships with local and 
federal law enforcement leaders. As 
we reported in the February issue, we 
have bittersweet news: Jeff Solomon 
has been promoted to a national role  
with SCN. 

The good news is that Jeff will be 
remaining in our community, and he 
will supervise his successor, Thomas 
Baugher, who has served with the FBI 
for the last 24 years. Since 2014, Tom 
has been in charge of the Sarasota FBI 

Office, overseeing the four surround-
ing counties. He has led the regional 
SWAT team, is an Emergency Med-
ical Technician and a certified Crisis 
Management Coordinator. We are in-
credibly fortunate to have recruited a 
law enforcement leader with such vast 
and relevant skills and experience to 
help keep our community safe and se-
cure. You can reach Tom at tbaugher@ 
jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6301. 

Unfortunately, I had to involve 
Tom in responding to an antisemitic 
act during his first week. On Friday, 
February 11, dozens of local families 
were horrified to find antisemitic flyers 
littered across their yards overnight. 
Thankfully, many quickly contacted 
our Jewish Federation’s SRQ SAFE 
experts, who engaged local police 
immediately so they could use their 
morning briefings to launch investiga-
tions and increase patrols.  

Tom, SCN and SRQ SAFE experts 
had previously identified the group 
behind these attacks and their tactics. 
This group intentionally disrupts the 
daily lives of random people using  

By Gayle Guynup

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee’s Women’s Day 
2022 event will be held on 

Monday, April 4 at 11:00 a.m. at Mi-
chael’s On East, and will feature New 
York Times bestselling author and jour-
nalist Jennifer Weiner. 

The event is co-chaired by Janis 
Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick, who 
have chaired many events together over 
the course of their 45-year friendship.  
“We are so excited to welcome Jenni-
fer Weiner as our Women’s Day speak-
er. She is such a prolific author, and her 
books are bestsellers among genera-
tions of women. She is a fabulous sto-
ryteller, funny, down-to-earth and her 
books are filled with something we can 
all relate to,” said Collier.

“There are many times when Janis 
and I would stay up late at night reading 
Jennifer’s books,” said Resnick. “We 
just couldn’t put them down and had to 
know what happens on the next page, 
and the next, and the next, so we could 
compare notes the following day.”

Weiner’s books have spent more 
than five years on the New York Times 
bestseller list, with more than 11 mil-
lion copies in print in 36 countries. Her 
novels include Good in Bed (2001) and 
In Her Shoes (2002), which was turned 
into a major motion picture starring 
Cameron Diaz and Shirley MacLaine. 
With more than 145,000 fans on Face-
book and 164,000 Twitter followers, 

Larry Haspel, Wayne Ruben and I 
compared business opportunities with 
a range of event and catering firms. 
We recommended a firm to our board 
that will enable us to produce events 
at a level not currently available in our 
region. Our board voted unanimous-
ly to approve this partnership. In next 
month’s issue, we look forward to re-
vealing the identity of the premier ca-
tering and event partner we selected, as 

well as the unique features of the pre-
mium event space we will be building. 

For more information about the 
Morganroth Event Center, contact me 
at 941.552.6300 or kadler@jfedsrq.
org. For more information about the 
Federation’s capital campaign, contact 
Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement 
Officer, at 941.552.6305 or hgilpin@
jfedsrq.org.

antisemitic and racist incitement in 
banners they unfurl from highway 
bridges, at combative pop-up demon-
strations and by littering residential 
neighborhoods with their vile mate-
rials. This group exploits media at-
tention to recruit supporters and sell 
offensive merchandise. Although they 
have not been known to commit vio-
lent acts themselves, their incitement 
is designed to sow division and create 
fear and has the potential to energize 
violent lone actors. 

The Federation is collaborating 
with community members and neigh-
borhood associations who refuse to be 
divided by these affronts. Stay tuned 
for updates on these positive and uni-
fying responses.
How we partner with SCN
SCN develops national best practice 
policies, provides threat and vulnera-
bility assessments, coordinates training 
and conducts crisis management sup-
port during critical incidents. SCN has 
trained thousands of Jewish commu-
nal leaders across the country, includ-
ing Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker and  

other members of Temple Beth Israel 
in Colleyville. Rabbi Cytron-Walker 
has said in many media reports that it 
was SCN’s training that prepared him 
to take the actions that enabled him and 
the other hostage to escape with their 
lives.

We are all very fortunate that SCN 
has identified Sarasota-Manatee as a 
“center of excellence.” SCN’s national 
expert on cybersecurity is already sta-
tioned here and SCN has just hired an 
expert in facility hardening, who will 
also operate from this region. 
Join us for a special briefing 
on March 23 
I am excited to announce that we have 
just confirmed that Michael Masters, 
the CEO of SCN and its national 
thought leader, will be coming here to 
provide a behind-the-scenes briefing 
about security risks and how we are 
addressing them. The event will take 
place on Wednesday, March 23 at 7:00 
p.m. at Temple Sinai. To register, visit 
jfedsrq.org/events.

Lion of  Judah
& Pomegranate

E V E N T

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 • 11:30am

A minimum gift of $1,800 (Pomegranate) or $5,000 (Lion of Judah) toward the 2022 
development efforts of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is required.

Contact Hermione Gilpin for further information: 
941.552.6305 or hgilpin@jfedsrq.org

“I am looking forward to meeting the incredible women of Sarasota. 
We will celebrate coming together in person for the first time in a 
very long time. Together we will take this moment to shine a light 
on all you have done to build this incredible community. We will talk 

about the major initiatives of National Women’s Philanthropy and discuss the collective 
impact we are having around the world.”
– Carolyn Gitlin 

  50 thAnniversary Celebration

s p e c i a l  g u e s t 
Carolyn Gitlin
Chair, National Women’s  
Philanthropy – Jewish  
Federations of North America

SARASOTA YACHT CLUB 
1100 John Ringling Boulevard 
Sarasota

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota Covid protocols requiring  
a negative Covid test or proof of vaccine, as well as masks when not eating.

NEW DATE

2021 – 2022
TORCH

S P O N S O R S
TORCHTORCH

S P O N S O R SS P O N S O R S

We offer our very deep appreciation  
to our 2021-22 Season Torch Sponsors! 

They support our Federation’s efforts to  
bring quality events and programs to our local  

community and help fund crucial services 
 for people in need here in Sarasota-Manatee,  

in Israel and around the world.

Howard Berman  
and Sharon Sexter

Edie and David Chaifetz
Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin

Debbie and Larry Haspel
  Rosenthal Roots Family Foundation 

Sylvia and Norman Samet
Bunny and Mortz”l Skirboll

Hadassah and Martinz”l Strobel
Lois Stulberg

jfedsrq.org
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Here’s “to Life” on the Gulf Coast
Committed to the Jewish Community for over 20 years,  

Stacy is passionate about real estate and strives  
to build ever-lasting relationships based on exceptional service, 

uncompromising values and a strong work ethic.

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

 1605 Main Street • Sarasota, FL 34236 • 941.951.6660

L’Chayim

Audience favorite Jennifer Weiner  
to headline Women’s Day 2022
By Gayle Guynup

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee’s Women’s Day 
2022 event will be held on 

Monday, April 4 at 11:00 a.m. at Mi-
chael’s On East, and will feature New 
York Times bestselling author and jour-
nalist Jennifer Weiner. 

The event is co-chaired by Janis 
Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick, who 
have chaired many events together over 
the course of their 45-year friendship.  
“We are so excited to welcome Jenni-
fer Weiner as our Women’s Day speak-
er. She is such a prolific author, and her 
books are bestsellers among genera-
tions of women. She is a fabulous sto-
ryteller, funny, down-to-earth and her 
books are filled with something we can 
all relate to,” said Collier.

“There are many times when Janis 
and I would stay up late at night reading 
Jennifer’s books,” said Resnick. “We 
just couldn’t put them down and had to 
know what happens on the next page, 
and the next, and the next, so we could 
compare notes the following day.”

Weiner’s books have spent more 
than five years on the New York Times 
bestseller list, with more than 11 mil-
lion copies in print in 36 countries. Her 
novels include Good in Bed (2001) and 
In Her Shoes (2002), which was turned 
into a major motion picture starring 
Cameron Diaz and Shirley MacLaine. 
With more than 145,000 fans on Face-
book and 164,000 Twitter followers, 

Weiner appeared on TIME magazine’s 
list of “140 Best Twitter Feeds” and 
Forbes magazine’s list of “25 Working 
Moms to Follow on Twitter,” telling 
readers they should “tune in for her 
hilarious shards of brilliance.” She is 
also a regular contributor to The New 
York Times and other publications.

Weiner was born on an Army base 
in Louisiana, though the family moved 
to Connecticut while she was still a 
baby when her father was discharged 
from the Army. She attended Princeton 
University, graduating in 1991 with a 
degree in English literature, and her 
parents asking, “Well, what are you 
going to do with that?”

“I always wanted to be a writer.  

I knew this was the thing that I loved 
and what I wanted to do with my life, 
but you can’t really go out and get hired 
as a novelist. No one is going to pay 
you to write your first novel. So, I went 
to my parents, who were at that point 
divorced and not speaking to each oth-
er, and asked if either of them wanted 
to be a patron of the arts, supporting 
me while I wrote a novel about their 
divorce and how it had ruined my life. 
They both said no, which was the first 
thing they had agreed on since they 
split,” said Weiner.

She went to work for a small news-
paper in central Pennsylvania, and then 
a medium-sized newspaper in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky. (“Yes, there are Jews in 
Lexington. I dated them both.”) And 
then she got a job at the Philadelphia 
Enquirer in 1994. 

“I finally made it to a big paper in 
a big city and I moved to Philadelphia, 
where I still live today and where my 
first novel was published,” she said. “I 
always loved reading. As soon as I fig-
ured out that there were actual living 
people who got paid to write books,  

I knew that was what I wanted to do.
“Both of my parents believed 

strongly in racial equality and equal 
treatment of men and women. They 
raised me and my siblings (I am the 
oldest of four) to believe that if you see 
something wrong, you speak up about 
it and do what you can to change it,” 
she said.

Weiner wrote her first book, Good 
in Bed, in 1999. “I had been dating a 
guy that I thought I was going to marry 
– the nice Jewish boy – and it turned 
out he was not on the same page I was 
on. We went through this spectacular, 
awful breakup and my heart was bro-
ken. But I finally had a story to tell. So, 
I decided to write a book where the her-
oine (Candace) was going to be some-
thing like me, and the guy was going 
to be sort of like Satan, but I was going 
to give the girl a happy ending because 
that is what I had wanted most,” she 
said.

“The characters of Rose and Mag-
gie from In Her Shoes were based on 
my sister and me,” Weiner explained. 

continued on next page 

Jennifer Weiner (credit: Andrea Cipriani Mecchi)
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Eisenberg and Haspel join  
the Federation Board of Directors
By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of two new 

members to its 2022 Board of Direc-
tors.

Marsha Eisenberg is returning to 
the board after a two-year absence. 
She has been an active leader within 
the Federation for many years. Notable 
positions include serving as co-chair 
of the Older Adult Study in 2017 and 
chairing the Community Study Com-
mittee in 2018-2019. She is currently 
the chair of the Mort Skirboll Jewish 

Film Festival and the new Arts Com-
mittee for The Larry & Mary Green-
spon Family Campus for Jewish Life. 
In addition to her Federation involve-
ment, Marsha also serves on the Tem-
ple Beth Sholom Board of Directors. 

“I have worked with Marsha on 
several committees and served with 
her on the Federation’s Board of Direc-
tors. She is a committed, bright leader 
who gets things done. We are fortu-
nate to have Marsha as a member of 
our board,” said Federation President 
Bruce Udell.

Larry Haspel is serving his first 
term on the board this year. He is the 
Chair of the Morganroth Event Cen-
ter Committee. In this role, he was re-
sponsible for creating a business plan 
for opening and operating the center as 
well as securing a partnership with a 
premier catering and event firm. Larry 
has served in leadership roles through-
out our community, including as the 
president of Aviva Senior Living and 
the Asolo Rep.

“Larry Haspel is one of my dearest 

friends. But, much more than that, Lar-
ry’s talent, experience and leadership 
are the primary reasons we are able to 
create an exciting event center on our 
campus that should produce great rev-
enue for years to come. I have always 
valued Larry’s advice and counsel and 
look forward to working with him on 
our Board of Directors,” said Udell.

For more information, please con-
tact me at 941.552.6300 or kadler@
jfedsrq.org.

Jennifer Weiner...continued from previous page
We are very close in age, but very dif-
ferent in other respects. She was the 
pretty one and I was the smart one. 
She has been skinny her entire life, I 
have not,” Weiner said. “There is fre-
quently an element of someone I know 
or something I have experienced in 
my books. But, when you are writing 
fiction, you can’t just take your expe-
riences and put them on paper. That’s 
more journaling than writing a novel. 
In a novel, everything has to be bigger, 
sadder or more interesting.”

Today, Weiner is first and foremost 
a wife and mother, with two daughters, 
Lucy, 18, who is a freshman in college, 
and Phoebe, 14. “I don’t ever see a 
time in my life when I won’t be a writ-
er. I will always be interested in sto-
rytelling. But the older I get, the more 
interested I am in teaching and mento-
ring and in trying to find a way to help 
the next generation of women writers,” 
she said.

“Being a mom definitely gave me 
more stories to tell. It made me think 
more deeply about women in the world 
– about where we have come, about 
where we have yet to go and about 
the changes that still need to happen. 
It made me think about all the ways in 
which we still feel unequal.”

Weiner adds that both of her girls 
are talented writers. “They both write 
with a lot of voice and are very funny. 
Whenever I praise their writing, though, 
they tell me, ‘No, mom… That’s your 
thing.’ For example, I found out that 
Lucy was head of her school’s creative 
writing club only because her school 
paper wrote an article about it. I am 
thrilled that they are both good writ-
ers, but more importantly to me, they 
both love to read. I don’t know what I 
would have done if I had children who 
weren’t readers. I would have been so 
sad at what they were missing.

“At the Women’s Day event, I will 
talk about my life as a writer and the 
things that made me who I am. I will 
also talk about growing up Jewish, and 
Judaism’s influence on the way I see 

the world and the stories that I tell. I 
grew up in a synagogue that was pretty 
progressive, and today I am a member 
of a synagogue that is very socially 
progressive. The whole idea of Tikkun 
Olam is something that was very real 
for me – the idea that we all have an 
obligation to repair the broken world. 
While it does not mean it is incumbent 
upon us to finish the work, we are not 
allowed to ignore that there is work to 
be done.

“I think the stories I write are about 
that. With my first book, Good in Bed, 
there really weren’t any plus-size Jew-
ish protagonists who were getting the 
guy and getting the happy ending. I 
thought it was important to tell that sto-
ry so girls and women could see them-
selves reflected on the written page. 
Judaism is part of that. This is some-
thing that I could do with my talents 
and my gifts, to repair something that 
is broken in our world,” she explained.

Weiner is currently working on 
her next book, about a bunch of people 
who go on a month-long bicycle trip 
and the adventures they have along the 
way. And again, it is based on personal 
experience. 

“I did some bicycling tours when I 
was a teenager. When I had my kids I 
stopped riding, but with Covid, I start-
ed again, so this felt like such a natural 
thing to write about. You have all these 
people thrown together, an established 
timeline – a beginning, a middle and an 
end – and almost anything can happen 
along the way,” Weiner said.

Tickets to the event start at $90, 
and sponsorships start at $1,000. In 
addition to the individual ticket pric-
es, a minimum gift of $100 is required 
to support the development efforts of  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee.

For information about sponsor-
ship benefits, contact Hermione Gilpin 
at 941.552.6305. For other informa-
tion and ticket sales, visit jfedsrq.org/
events.

AVIVA InVItes you to CelebrAte
eIght honorees for theIr  

outstAndIng CommunIty AChIeVements

AVIVA presents

mArVIn Albert
CArol CAmIener

mArgot* And WArren CoVIlle
IsAbel norton

Let’s CeLebrate!
sunday, MarCh 13, 2022

10:30 Am brunch
michael’s on east

tickets and sponsorships available
Contact monica Caldwell

941-724-8804
mcaldwell@avivaseniorlife.org

*of blessed memory

esther rose
nAnCy rouCher
stAn rutsteIn
InA sChnell

avivaseniorlife.org

1 S. School Avenue #200
Sarasota, FL 34237

997 US 41 Bypass N. #202
Venice, FL 34285

6310 Health Pkwy. #210
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

2345 Bobcat Village Ctr. Rd. #201
North Port, FL 34288

4120 Woodmere Park Blvd. #8A
Venice, FL 34239

4351 Cortez Rd. W. #201
Bradenton, FL 34210

EIHAB AKARY – M.D.

WINSTON E. BARZELL – M.D.

JEREMY BERGAMO – M.D.

A. JOSEPH BILIK – M.D. 

JOSHUA T. GREEN – M.D.

MATTHEW J. PERRY – M.D. 

WILLIAM J. TINGLE – M.D.

THOMAS H. WILLIAMS – M.D.

Personalized Care for Your Specialty Needs  
from Board-Certified Physicians.

www.flurologyspecialists.com
Appointments: (941) 309 – 7000

FLORIDA  U R O L O G Y 
SPE CIALISTS

“At the Women’s Day event, I will talk about  
my life as a writer and the things that made  
me who I am. I will also talk about growing  
up Jewish, and Judaism’s influence on the  
way I see the world and the stories that I tell.”  
– Jennifer Weiner

http://www.flurologyspecialists.com
http://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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Area high school students inspired by  
I Never Saw Another Butterfly
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

Eisenberg and Haspel join  
the Federation Board of Directors

Jennifer Weiner...continued from previous page
the world and the stories that I tell. I 
grew up in a synagogue that was pretty 
progressive, and today I am a member 
of a synagogue that is very socially 
progressive. The whole idea of Tikkun 
Olam is something that was very real 
for me – the idea that we all have an 
obligation to repair the broken world. 
While it does not mean it is incumbent 
upon us to finish the work, we are not 
allowed to ignore that there is work to 
be done.

“I think the stories I write are about 
that. With my first book, Good in Bed, 
there really weren’t any plus-size Jew-
ish protagonists who were getting the 
guy and getting the happy ending. I 
thought it was important to tell that sto-
ry so girls and women could see them-
selves reflected on the written page. 
Judaism is part of that. This is some-
thing that I could do with my talents 
and my gifts, to repair something that 
is broken in our world,” she explained.

Weiner is currently working on 
her next book, about a bunch of people 
who go on a month-long bicycle trip 
and the adventures they have along the 
way. And again, it is based on personal 
experience. 

“I did some bicycling tours when I 
was a teenager. When I had my kids I 
stopped riding, but with Covid, I start-
ed again, so this felt like such a natural 
thing to write about. You have all these 
people thrown together, an established 
timeline – a beginning, a middle and an 
end – and almost anything can happen 
along the way,” Weiner said.

Tickets to the event start at $90, 
and sponsorships start at $1,000. In 
addition to the individual ticket pric-
es, a minimum gift of $100 is required 
to support the development efforts of  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee.

For information about sponsor-
ship benefits, contact Hermione Gilpin 
at 941.552.6305. For other informa-
tion and ticket sales, visit jfedsrq.org/
events.

In honor of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, under the  
expert guidance of Ms. Lacey  

Knispel, Sarasota High School Theatre 
Director, Sarasota High School drama 
students delivered a riveting, heartfelt 
and sensitive performance of I Never 
Saw Another Butterfly.

The one-act play, written by Celeste 
Raspanti and performed January 26- 
28, was inspired by the book of the 
same name, which included drawings 
and poems created by some of the 
15,000 children who passed through 
Terezin (known by the Germans as 
Theresienstadt) between 1942 and 
1945. 

Thirty kilometers northwest of 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, Terezin, once 
a holiday resort town for Czech nobil-
ity, was set up by the Nazis and func-
tioned until May 9, 1945, the last day 
of World War II, as a ghetto, concen-
tration camp and stopping-off place for 
hundreds of thousands on their way 
to the gas chambers of Auschwitz and 
Treblinka. Of the 15,000 children who 
were imprisoned in Terezin, only 150 
survived.

Terezin had recognizable features 
of both ghettos and concentration 
camps. But perhaps most uniquely, 
it served as a propaganda tool in the 
Nazi effort to deceive the Red Cross 
and other delegations, who were duped 
into believing that the “resettled” Jews 
were treated decently in the camps.

The book I Never Saw Another 
Butterfly was compiled after World 
War II by Czech art historian Hana 
Volavkova, the only curator of the Jew-
ish Museum in Prague to survive the 
Holocaust. 

The play is an imaginative creation 
of the story of one child, Raja Englan-
derova, who survived and, after libera-
tion, returned to Prague. Her story was 

depicted in the play taken from docu-
mentary materials: poems, diaries, let-
ters, journals, drawings and pictures. 

In the play, we hear Raja recite the 
title poem, “I Never Saw Another But-
terfly.” The original poem, from which 
the book takes its name, was written on 
June 4, 1942, by a young man named 
Pavel Friedmann who, on September 
29, 1944, was deported to Auschwitz 
where he perished.

The moving and memorable per-
formance by the Sarasota High School 
drama students had a profound and 
long-lasting impact on the audience. 
Equally profound was the impact the 
play, its historical context and the les-
sons learned had on the cast and crew.

Ms. Knispel said, “Working on 
historical pieces like this can be hard, 
especially plays like I Never Saw An-
other Butterfly, due to the profoundly 
heavy stories that they tell. But theatre 
must tell the story of humanity, all of 
it, even the parts that hurt. Never un-
derestimate teenagers and their thirst 

for connection and truth. They con-
nect with these stories because they are 
about real people, and they understand 
the weight of the work they do as they 
strive to be genuine and honest in their 
portrayals. As they studied Terezin and 
learned more about the children who 
passed through, it resonated in them 
that they are playing characters almost 
their age. It makes history that much 
more real to them, and that much more 
accessible.”

Student Director Natalia Aguirre 
said, “I learned a lot about Jewish 
culture and traditions as I prepared to  

direct this show. I wanted to make sure 
everything was done respectfully. This 
show teaches you how to take courage 
in the darkest times. Terezin was actu-
ally a beautiful place before the war, 
and it is now in the present. Even so, 
terrible ugly things happened there. If 
you looked at it today without even 

knowing the history, you might not 
know anything bad happened there. 
This story is hard to take, but the les-
son is, there is always hope in the end.”

The students also performed the 
play at Aviva Senior Living on Febru-
ary 9. The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee was honored to support 
Sarasota High School with this project 
through its Holocaust Education and 
Programming initiatives. For more in-
formation about Holocaust program-
ming, please contact me at bzaret@
jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

Cast and crew of Sarasota High School’s performance of I Never Saw Another Butterfly
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“At the Women’s Day event, I will talk about  
my life as a writer and the things that made  
me who I am. I will also talk about growing  
up Jewish, and Judaism’s influence on the  
way I see the world and the stories that I tell.”  
– Jennifer Weiner
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People of the Book author/lecture series:  
From mahjong to dealing with grief
By Gayle Guynup

continued on next page

The People of the Book series of 
events, sponsored by The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota- 

Manatee, continues with two authors 
whose books could not be more dif-
ferent – one a memoir from a young 
widow, and the other on the game of 
mahjong. The first event will be held 
on Zoom on Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 
p.m. with Melissa Gould and her book, 
Widowish. This will be followed by an 
event on Zoom on Thursday, March 24 
at 7:00 p.m. with Annelise Heinz and 
her book, Mahjong: A Chinese Game 
and the Making of Modern American 
Culture.
Melissa Gould / Widowish
Melissa Gould’s essays have appeared 
in The New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, The Washington Post, Huffing-
ton Post, Buzzfeed and more. She’s 
also an award-winning screenwriter 
whose credits include Bill Nye the Sci-
ence Guy, Party of Five, Beverly Hills 
90210 and Lizzie McGuire. Widowish 
is Gould’s touching memoir about the 
unexpected loss of her husband Joel at 
a very young age, learning to grieve 
outside the box and the many lessons 
she learned about love. A modern 
take on loss, Widowish illuminates the 
twists of fate that change our world, 
the determination that keeps us mov-
ing forward and the surprises in life we 
never see coming.

How did you come up with the 

book’s title, and what does widowish 
mean to you?

I came up with the title Widowish 
because I was widowed younger than 
expected (I was in my 40s), so I didn’t 

look like a widow (too young), or act 
like a widow (for a variety of reasons, 
all in the book), but I felt like a widow 
(and I still do). But because I was de-
termined for life to go on somehow, I 
would be out and about with our daugh-
ter or friends, and eventually dating… 
so I felt like I wasn’t meeting societal 
expectations of grief or widowhood. 
So, it’s a projection from others really 
that made me feel like I wasn’t doing 
widowhood the “right” way. There-
fore, I felt that I was widowish.

What did you learn about your-

self while writing this powerful 
memoir?

I learned that there has been tre-
mendous healing in sharing my story. 
Truly, writing it all out was the best 
thing I could do for myself. It also 
makes the loss that I experienced real 
because it’s such an unbelievable story 
and very surreal to lose the love of your 
life so young. Sharing my story is what 
keeps my husband close and that has 
meant the world to me. To share Joel 
the way I have, it keeps him alive in 
a way.

Would you describe your book 
as a journey through grief or a jour-
ney toward hope?

I actually de-
scribe Widowish 
as a love story. 
My love for Joel, 
his for me, for 
our daughter… 
and that your 
heart can expand 
even after it’s 
been shattered. 

It’s been my experience that love con-
tinues well beyond death in all sorts of 
ways. 

What do you hope people take 
away from reading this book?

I hope that people come to an un-
derstanding that grief is absolutely 
horrific… but that it is survivable. In 
those early days, weeks, months of los-

ing your person, you really don’t think 
you’ll be able to make it. At least, I 
didn’t. But I just kept thinking that if I 
act as if I could survive it, that I would. 
That’s exactly what happened. I have 
also found that time is a miraculous 
healer. 
Annelise Heinz / Mahjong
Annelise Heinz is an assistant profes-
sor of history at the University of Or-
egon, where she teaches courses on 
women’s history, gender and sexuality, 
ethnicity, immigration and consumer-
ism. Prior to that she spent three years 
as a faculty member at the University 
of Texas. Mahjong: A Chinese Game 
and the Making of Modern American 
Culture explores the history of the pop-
ular Chinese parlor game, including its 
broader cultural significance in Ameri-
ca and how the game brought together 
and defined separate ethnic communi-
ties. This history shows how mahjong 
has impacted American modernity, 
Chinese American heritage and Jewish 
American women’s culture. Perhaps 
no other game has signified both be-
longing and standing apart in Ameri-
can culture.

Can you describe your own in-
troduction to mahjong? Do you still 
play today?

I was first introduced to mahjong 
while living in Southwestern China 
(Yunnan Province). A friend taught 
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Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

Skyrocketing property values mean the time is now to sell your home and lock in  
your rent rate at Aviva for 5 years. Protect yourself from rising inflation — and be  
part of a safe, secure, and thriving independent living community!

Sign by March 31st. Call 941.225.8369 today!

* 5 Year Rate Lock applies to Independent Living Rental Agreements only, for the length of the lease, or until 5 years from lease 
signing. This cannot be used in combination with any other sales offer. Limited time only offer. Expires March 31, 2022. 1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235

A COVID Vaccine Mandated Campus  

Limited Time OFFER

Melissa Gould

http://www.avivaseniorlife.org


7AMarch 2022FEDERATION NEWS
People of the Book...continued from previous pagePeople of the Book author/lecture series:  

From mahjong to dealing with grief

  
 P

EO
PL

E O
F THE BO

O
K

As we were about to go to 
press, we learned that the 
event with Annelise Heinz  
has been postponed. Look  

for an in-person event with  
Annelise in the near future.

continued on next page

me the very basic Chinese version that 
her grandfather had taught her. I im-
mediately loved the sensory aspects of 
the game – the sound and feel of the 
tiles. I learned the National Mah Jongg 
League’s version of the game a few 
years later while living in San Francis-
co during graduate school. I do play, 
though not as often as I would like!

What was it about mahjong that 
piqued your interest enough to write 
a book on the game?

My aunt visited while my partner 
and I were living in China. She grew up 
with many Jewish friends in Denver in 
the 1950s and their mothers all played 
mahjong. Later in life, her friends did, 
too. She asked why her Jewish friends 
and their mothers played what was 
clearly a Chinese game. It was an inter-
esting question of cross-cultural trans-
fer and it turned out that many people 
had asked the same question. There 
were a lot of misinformed theories, but 

no one had done the scholarly research. 
I was already interested in women’s 
history and trans-Pacific history be-
tween the U.S. and China, so when I 
began graduate school, I returned to the 
question. Once I scratched the surface 
of the historical record, I discovered 
hundreds of newspaper articles from 
the early 1920s talking about an enor-

mous mahjong fad. I knew there was 
more to understand and I kept digging! 
It has sustained my interest over more 
than a dozen years of research and 
writing. I love hearing others’ mahjong 
memories.

How did mahjong become an 
integral part of Jewish American 
women’s culture?

That’s the big question that got 
me started on this project and there is 
not a simple answer! The game’s fad 
years of the early 1920s introduced it 
to American culture, and the root of 
how it became connected to Jewish 
American women is in the founding of 
the National Mah Jongg League, led by 
Jewish women in the late 1930s. They 
brought the game into Jewish women’s 
social and philanthropic networks. As 
it spread, many women first learned 
it while vaca-
tioning in bun-
galow colonies 
in the Catskills 
and elsewhere 
after World War 
II. The reasons 
it became so 
widespread and 
so consistent are 
related to the 
broader story of middle-class Jewish 
life in postwar America. 

In your research, what did you 
learn that surprised you the most 
about mahjong’s influence around 
the world?

That there are more than 40 varia-
tions of the game around the world to-
day, and that each version tells its own 
unique story.

Tickets
Tickets for both the Melissa Gould and 
the Annelise Heinz virtual events are 
$10 per household on Zoom. To pur-
chase tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/books. 
For more information on the People of 
the Book series of events, please con-
tact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2113.
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David Millstone named new chair of Heller CRC
By Gayle Guynup

David Millstone has been 
named the new chair of The 
Jewish Federation of Sara-

sota-Manatee’s Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee (CRC), the latest of several roles he 
has held with the Federation.

“I have had the pleasure of work-
ing with David in his roles as chair of 
both the Governance and Personnel 
Committees,” said Federation Chief 
Operating Officer Kim Adler. “He has 
served as a sounding board for me on a 
variety of human resource-related mat-
ters, including creating staff policies 
and procedures related to Covid. Tap-
ping into his vast knowledge and expe-
rience in the area of board governance, 
he ably led our Governance Commit-
tee through a series of revisions to our 
current bylaws that will go before our 
Board of Directors later this year. He 
makes himself available at all times 
of the day and night to help, to guide 
and to support our Federation. I have 
learned so much from David and am 
grateful for his advice and wisdom,” 
Adler said.

The CRC’s mission – to build 
relationships within the Jewish and 
non-Jewish communities to advance 
common interests through education 
and advocacy – seems tailor-made for 
this man, who grew up in Morgantown, 
West Virginia, in a home where a love 
of Israel was instilled in him as a child.

“It was very important in our 
home,” Millstone said. “My first trip to 
Israel was in 1959, then again in 1967. 

“We took our own children there when 
our youngest had turned 13, and I have 
been many times since.”

Millstone grew up in a single-par-
ent household, as his father died when 
he was only three years old. “I was 
the youngest of four boys, with an age 
difference of 18 years between my 
oldest brother and myself,” he said. 
Millstone attended undergraduate 
school at Johns Hopkins University, 

where he majored in political science 
and history, and then came back home 
to attend law school in Morgantown at 
West Virginia University, graduating in 
1971.

Millstone joined a law firm in 
Cleveland, Ohio, which at the time, was 

one of the 10 largest law firms in the 
country. Squire, Sanders & Dempsey 
was the name of the firm (today, Squire 
Patton Boggs). He said he had interest-
ing and challenging projects through-
out his 43-year career as a lawyer, all 
with the same firm.

Millstone served as a labor and 
employment attorney in both the pub-
lic and private sectors. He became 
head of the labor practice at the firm 

for about 15 years, and grew it from a 
small, regional practice to an interna-
tional one. He was consistently listed 
in Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Business Lawyers, as well as in The 
Best Lawyers in America and Ohio  
Super Lawyers.

His practice in international law 
was put to good use representing a 
variety of multinational companies – 
Japanese, Belgian, English, French 
and more – working with them on 
cross-border employment issues. 

Millstone said one highlight of his 
career came in 2004, when the Eco-
nomic Development Board of Bahrain, 
a small country of multiple islands in 
the Persian Gulf, retained him to re-
form its labor laws. “It was really in-
teresting, a unique assignment that I 
relished,” he said. “I was hired by the 
crown prince of Bahrain to rewrite its 
labor laws and ended up spending eight 
weeks in Bahrain over a four-month 
period.”

“My wife was very nervous about 
a Jewish man going to the Middle East 
and an Arab country, but I felt it was 
important for me to go. It was eventu-
ally cited as a model law for other Gulf 
state countries to emulate, once it was 
passed by the legislature of Bahrain.”

Millstone met his wife Dvora at 
a B’nai B’rith Youth Organization 
meeting when she was 12 and he was 
14. “She went home after we met and 
told her mother that she had met the 
man she was going to marry, though I 
wasn’t aware of that,” Millstone said, 
adding that his mother encouraged him 
to start dating her a couple of years 
later, when she was 14 and he was 16. 
The two were married in 1968 when 
David graduated from Johns Hopkins.

The couple lived in Ohio until 
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continued on next page

David Millstone (at right) interviewing Abe Foxman, former director of the Anti-Defamation League, 
 at a Federation event covering the 25th anniversary of the Oslo Accords

http://www.smjf.org/hope
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David Millstone...continued from previous page
Millstone finished his private practice. 
In Cleveland, both David and Dvora 
were involved with the Jewish com-
munity. He served on the Federation 
board, the JCC board and on one of 
the Jewish Day School boards. He was 
also on the regional Anti-Defamation 
League board and served as its chair 
for three years. He remains active in 
the ADL as a life member of the Na-
tional ADL Commission and a director 
of the ADL Foundation. Dvora worked 
in Jewish communal service for a num-
ber of years. 

The couple had been looking for 
10 years for a place to which they could 
retire, and on a long weekend trip to 
the Gulf Coast, they decided that Sara-
sota would be their new home. Drawn 
by all of its cultural attractions, in 2013 
the family made the move, building a 
home in Lakewood Ranch.

Knowing that he wanted to become 
involved with the Jewish communi-
ty in Sarasota, Millstone talked to the 
Federation’s CEO at the time, Howard 
Tevlowitz.

“Howard got me involved on the 
Personnel Committee, then the Gover-
nance Committee and I also did some 
work with the Heller CRC. And three 
years ago, I was elected to the Federa-
tion board,” he explained.

Millstone became chair of the Hel-
ler CRC on January 1. As he explains it, 
the mission of the CRC is multifaceted. 
“We support Israel and fight antisemi-
tism. We deal with broader issues out-
side of the Jewish community that we 
believe are also important to the Jewish 
community. And we build bridges with 
the non-Jewish community, building 
relationships wherever we can.”

The CRC also works closely 
with area schools. “Our great vice-

chair, Julie Wright-Halbert, is general 
counsel of the Urban School District  
Association and will be working 
closely with the schools in both Sara-
sota and Manatee counties,” he said.  
“Today, antisemitism is as bad as it 
has been since the Holocaust,” Mill-
stone said. He believes that one key 
to fighting antisemitism is learning to 
listen. “All of us are quick to tell oth-
ers what they need, instead of listening 
and learning what they feel they need,” 
he said.

Millstone also looks forward to 
continuing the CRC’s missions to Is-
rael. “Here in Sarasota, the CRC does 
its own missions, the most recent being 
in 2019 (just before the Covid pandem-
ic), and we certainly hope to continue 
those once we get Covid under control 
and it is again safe to travel.

“One of the most moving experi-
ences I ever had as an adult was when 
my daughter invited me to go on the 
March of the Living with the B’nai 
B’rith Girls (a program where Jewish 
youth from around the world go to Po-
land and visit the death camps, march-
ing from Birkenau to Auschwitz, and 
then on to Israel for a week). “That was 
a very emotional and moving experi-
ence for me,” Millstone said. 

Today, David and Dvora live in 
Florida eight months of the year and 
spend their summers back in Cleve-
land. Millstone is not fully retired, as 
he works part-time as a private arbitra-
tor and mediator. He is enjoying his re-
tirement, however, especially spending 
time with his two adult children, their 
spouses and five grandchildren, rang-
ing in age from 12-19.

For more information on the work 
of the Heller CRC, visit jfedsrq.org/
hellercrc.

Be sure to see page 12A for David 
Millstone’s latest CRConnect column
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voted by readers of 
Sarasota Magazine

Best of SRQ Local 2021

Call today: 941-552-5369 or toll-free: 1-888-999-GLEN (4536).
 7333 Scotland Way • Sarasota, Florida 34238 • www.TheGlenridge.com

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

MAKE LIFE AWESOME.MAKE LIFE AWESOME.  
JOIN US FOR A JOURNEY WHERE YOU’LL TAP INTO 
YOURSELF, YOUR PEOPLE, AND YOUR HOMELAND.

OCTOBER 24-30, 2022 JOIN
Men from all over the world for a 
revitalizing year of self-exploration, 
unforgettable experiences in Israel  
and inspiring Jewish learning.

ENJOY
empowering Jewish classed led by 
world-class speakers and Israeli  
thought-leaders.

EXPLORE
spiritual Tzfat, Masada’s desert magic, 
Shabbat in Jerusalem and many more 
unique experiences.

DISCOVER
how to connect deeper with yourself, 
your family and your community.* $1,200 plus air | $900 plus air for MOMentum husbands

* $174 tip and acceptance fee
* $500 fully refundable deposit

For more information , please contact: Gisele Pintchuck  |  gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org  |  941.706.0029

MomentumUnlimited.org

7 DAYS IN ISRAEL
Limited Spaces | Subsidized Trip*

APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS 
OPENING NOWOPENING NOW!!

http://www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com
http://www.theglenridge.com
http://www.momentumunlimited.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org
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Volunteer Spotlight
Creativity and resolve strengthen PJ Library
By Sandy Chase

Volunteers like Alicia Casals 
continue to help promote a 
thriving Jewish community. 

Chair of the PJ Library of Sarasota- 
Manatee Advisory Committee, Alicia 
is committed to strengthening Jewish 
identity and love of Israel, the founda-
tion The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee’s mission.

PJ Library offers much more than 
free monthly books, music and videos. 
It is enhanced by activities for Jewish 
children (through eight years old) and 
their parents – affiliated, unaffiliated, 
interfaith and nontraditional. 

Alicia assists Jessi Sheslow, past 
Heller CRC Director and current Teen 
& Family Programs Manager, who 
oversees PJ Library and PJ Our Way 
(ages eight to twelve), and MG Berman, 
the program’s Community Connector, 
who welcomes families during coffee 
get-togethers and keeps families up- 
dated and connected.

Federation staff attest that Alicia 
helps to empower PJ Library. 

“Alicia creates an ongoing arts-
and-crafts plan that achieves our 
monthly goals,” says Jessi. “Her un-
matched creativity translates to super- 
fun crafts that parents can do at home 
with their kids, while sharing lessons 
of Jewish holidays, morals and/or eth-
ics in the most PJ Library way.”

MG, who posts PJ Library com-
munications and photos on Facebook, 

echoes Jessi’s praise. “Alicia is our go-
to mom for cool, fun and age-appropri-
ate crafts, ensuring that they keep the 
kids’ attention. She also brings many 
enjoyable family ideas to the table.”

Alicia gets excited while sharing 

two of her favorite projects. “During 
last year’s Sukkot, kids and parents 
painted a cardboard box and decorated 
it inside with paper chains and paper 
fruit, creating the kids’ own sukkah.”

Another craft project was related 
to nature. Alicia explains, “February is 
national bird-feeding month, so we cre-
ated a pinecone bird feeder. Kids found 
pinecones, attached a string, slathered 
them with peanut butter, rolled them  

in bird seeds and hung them outside.”
Involved since PJ Library of 

Sarasota-Manatee’s inception, Alicia 
wanted to share the experience of be-
ing part of the Jewish community. 
Pregnant with her daughter Lola, Ali-

cia joined PJ Library in 2017, 
saying, “I also wanted learning 
opportunities for my Catholic 
husband.” She recalls, “As PJ 
started to take off, we morphed 
into monthly play dates, virtual 
dance parties and now a com-
munity movement!”

Before serving as chair, Ali-
cia welcomed the opportunity 
to be on the parents’ committee. 
“I loved helping to create edu-
cational, fun and artsy Jewish 
programs and implement differ-
ent virtual and in-person (when 
safe) activities.” 

Alicia continues doing what 
she loves, saying, “Now I also 
assist with helping set the agen-

da, coming up with ideas and opportu-
nities for kids’ activities, and assisting 
wherever necessary with events and 
projects.” 

What’s most rewarding to Alicia is 
“seeing my daughter’s and other chil-
dren’s smiles, reflecting excitement 
when we’ve done our drive-by activi-
ties, learned about the Jewish commu-
nity or opened individual goody bags.”

Rabbi Hillel’s quote – Alicia’s 
mantra – helps clarify her determina-
tion and tzedakah.

“If I am not for myself, who will be 
for me? If I am only for myself, what 
am I? And if not now, when?” 

Embodying this quote, Alicia has 
learned from strong, empowered, vo-
cal women, saying, “Their persistence, 
passion and understanding are qualities 
I hold close. Their advocacy for one-
self and others has guided me through-
out my life.”

But that answer is only part of the 
equation.

Alicia’s battle with cystic fibrosis, 
a disease damaging the lungs and di-
gestive system, captures her essence. 
From an early age, Alicia has faced 
her own mortality, strengthening her 

resolve to triumph over this disability. 
Resolutely, she says, “Because of 

this disease, I’ve learned not to take 
things for granted. I live every moment 
to its fullest. PJ Library and other vol-
unteer positions have enabled me to 
build the community and bring people 
together for the betterment of them-
selves and society.”

Alicia has volunteered as a Girl 
Scouts co-leader and at All Faiths Food 
Bank. She’s president of her home- 
owner’s association Board of Direc-
tors.

Focusing on the positive while 
finding solutions to negatives illumi-
nates her fortitude. Jessi and MG point 
out that Alicia jumps in whenever a 
need arises, especially during Covid.

“Like many of us,” says Jessi, “Ali-
cia has been frustrated by the pandem-
ic. But she uses that frustration as fuel 
to make things a little better, bringing 
smiles to young PJ Library families. 
Without her drive and passion, many of 
our unaffiliated families may not have 
had any Jewish experience over these 
last two years.”

Alicia’s career as a funeral director 
has taught her to balance many balls 
while providing support during stress-
ful times, essential skills for her cur-
rent Federation volunteer role. 

Originally from Boston, Massa-
chusetts, Alicia has spent most her life 
in Sarasota, earning her degree from 
Manatee Community and St. Peters-
burg colleges. Favorite pastimes in-
clude reading, painting, playing board 
games, listening to podcasts and spend-
ing time with friends and family.

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, PJ 
Library is an immersive experience 
which Alicia fortifies through her 
ABCs: Altruism, Backbone and Cre-
ativity. PJ Library families are the 
lucky recipients!
If you are interested in volunteering, 
there are many ways to contribute and 
be part of the volunteer life at the Fed-
eration. For more information, please 
contact Jeremy Lisitza, Director of In-
novation and Volunteer Engagement,  
at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org.

Alicia Casals with husband Henry and daughter Lola

MOVING?
Take The Jewish 
News with you!

Send your new address to Leslie at  
lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

Federation support 
creates an educational 
experience of a lifetime

Lauren Kurnov, Ed.D. is a Sarasota County native and 
a proud member of our local Jewish community. She 
understands that we need to continue working together 
to provide high-quality public schools for our kids so they 
have the best shot at a bright future. As a member of the 
school board and parent of children in our public schools, 
she’ll combine our community’s voice with the best 
educational practices to keep us moving forward.

 LAUREN’S PLAN: 
 Support students and teachers

  Engage parents and community members as 
educational partners

 Enhance classroom to career opportunities

  Strengthen opportunities that connect our schools 
to community colleges, trades, and universities

  Ensure that Sarasota Schools maintain an  
“A” rating and continue excelling

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Paid for by Lauren Kurnov for School Board
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Visit LaurenKurnov.com to learn more about 
Lauren and how you can support the campaign.
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Volunteer Spotlight
Creativity and resolve strengthen PJ Library

Federation support 
creates an educational 
experience of a lifetime

This series highlights mission-based 
programs and projects that are sup-
ported by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. These ini-
tiatives are funded by the Annual 
Campaign. The series helps to ex-
plain where your generous dollars 
are spent and features initiatives 
that enrich the lives of Jews living 
in Sarasota-Manatee, local projects 
with area partners, and overseas 
programs that support the social and 
humanitarian needs of Jews in Israel 
and around the world. Your generous 
support is found in our tenet… To 
strengthen Jewish life and identity 
in our community. (See the article 
below.)

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

By Sitar Ben-Herut and Else Weinstein

At Alexander Muss High School 
in Israel, there are never two 
identical days. We always 

found new ways to have adventures or 
entertain ourselves. However, there are 
two kinds of days – school days and 
trip days. 

A school day begins with Isra-
el Studies, where we split up into our 
classes and spend about two and a half 
hours talking about the history of Israel 
and Judaism, their spread, and the dif-
ferent minorities and cultures involved 
with them. The students in these class-
es are also the ones you spend trip days 
with and, ultimately, some of the peo-
ple you will get the closest with. After 
Israel Studies, we have school like we 

would at home. Chemistry, English, 
Spanish, U.S. Government and many 
more classes fill our day until we reach 
the last class, when everyone has a He-
brew lesson! We were separated into 
classes by our Hebrew knowledge and 
spent the semester learning Hebrew 
with those groups. 

Trip days look a little different. 
We wake up, eat a quick breakfast and 
load onto the bus. Sometimes the ride 
is 30 minutes, other times the ride is 
two and a half hours. Nonetheless, one 
thing we could all agree on is that the 
bus rides were some of the best parts 
of trip days. With hikes, museums, big 
cities and Jewish treasures, every trip 
was unique and different in its own 
way. We would also learn about history 
in places relevant to those stories. 

On hikes, we would always stop at 
a viewpoint to do a lesson. School was 

so much more fun when being taught 
from 1,000 feet above the ground! A 
normal trip day would either end with 
us driving back to campus after dinner 
on the streets or staying overnight at a 
kibbutz or hostel. 

Our favorite trip was to Eilat. We 
spent a couple of nights at an American 
kibbutz with horses and the desert in 

the backyard. During our stay, we went 
hiking in the Negev, snorkeling, spent 
the last Shabbat together, listened to 
music by a campfire, slept in Bedouin 
tents, rode camels and so much more. 

Our time in Israel has made the 
connection between us and the land 
and our relationship with Judaism so 
much stronger and meaningful. Our 
experience in Israel was amazing. We 
created lifelong friendships, learned 
about our history and were constantly 
adventuring. It has affected the way we 
view the world and other cultures, and 
how we think about Judaism and Israel. 

Studying abroad in Israel was such 
a fascinating learning experience. We 
urge teens to study in Israel. We found 
ourselves getting to do hands-on learn-
ing and breaking out of the classroom 
for a change. There is no better way to 
learn about Israel than to hike its trails, 
visit its sites and connect with its peo-
ple.

We would like to thank our fami-
lies for supporting us and being there 
for us while we were away, as well as 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee and its donors for making all 
this possible.
For more information on Federation’s 
teen programs, please contact Jessi 
Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2109.

Sitar Ben-Herut and Else Weinstein  
on a camel in Israel

Else Weinstein and Sitar Ben-Herut 
on their way to the Kotel

FOR TICKETS, VISIT

JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT

Saras   taJewish
T heater
Saras   taJewish
T heater
P R E S E N T S

Two entertaining,  
emotionally engaging,  
contemporary plays that  
reflect the Jewish experience  
and stimulate the mind and heart.

MEDIA SPONSOR

A negative COVID-19 test or proof of vaccination will be required for attendance.  
Full policy details can be found at JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT.

SARASOTA JEWISH THEATER IS A PROJECT OF

MARCH 2 – 6, 2022
Geraldine LiBrandi recreates her 
acclaimed performance as Bracha 
Weissman, a Holocaust survivor 
who reluctantly agrees to be 
interviewed for the Shoah Project. In 
a surprising turn of events, a simple 
oral history becomes a story of 
mothers and daughters, forgiveness 
and being forgiven. Directed by  
Carole Kleinberg, The Interview 
also features award-winning 
actors Katherine Michelle Tanner 
and Jeanette Dudash.

This is the story of journalist Mitch 
Albom and Morrie Schwartz, 
his former Brandeis University 
professor. What starts as a casual 
visit turns into a last class in the 
meaning of life. This touching, life-
affirming, deeply emotional 
drama, sprinkled with a generous 
dose of humor, will burst to life on 
the stage with performances by 
Sarasota favorites Don Walker and 
Derek Brookens. 

TUESDAYS
WITH MORRIE
APRIL 6 – 10, 2022

QUESTIONS? Contact Carole Kleinberg at  
info@sarasotajewishtheater.org

INTERVIEW
THE

Florida Gulfcoast
PREMIERE

https://www.jfedsrq.org/sjt
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What is Federation doing to help combat antisemitism?
By David J. Millstone, Chair, Heller Community Relations Committee

I want to share a short story about a 
recent experience at a dinner party 
with some Jewish friends. During 

the discussion, I mentioned my con-
cern that 25% of Jewish voters sur-
veyed by the Jewish Electoral Institute 
believe Israel is an apartheid state. One 
of the other guests responded by ask-

ing me if I dis-
agreed with the 
claim that Arabs 
are discriminated 
against. I replied, 
I agree there is 
discr iminat ion 
against some Is-
raeli Arabs, but 
that just as in the 

United States, it is against the law in Is-
rael to discriminate, and Israeli courts 
enforce those laws. After acknowledg-
ing Israel did not engage in apartheid 
in the traditional meaning of the word, 
she asked, “Don’t you think the peo-
ple answered the poll about apartheid 
simply as a means of expressing their 
concern about Israeli discrimination 
against its Arab population?”

I responded that words matter:
 � “Apartheid” has a far different 

meaning than “discrimination.” 
 � The apartheid label has been used 

to delegitimize and demonize Is- 
rael. 

 � The use of the apartheid label has 
led to antisemitic acts. 

 � According to the FBI, in 2019 and 
2020, hate crimes against Jews 
constituted almost 60% of reli-

gion-based hate crimes. Consider-
ing all types of hate crimes, Jews 
were subjected to more than any 
other group except African Amer-
icans. We know all too well what 
recently occurred in Colleyville, 
Texas.

 � The Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) reports that in 2019 and 
2020, the number of reported an-
tisemitic incidents in the United 
States is the highest it has been 
since the ADL began tracking 
them in 1979. In Sarasota, we ex-
perienced two incidents of antise-
mitic vandalism with graffiti at 
Temple Emanu-El in April and July 
2019, and at Temple Sinai in July  
2019. 

 � A joint study by Hillel and the ADL 
found that one-third of Jewish col-
lege students experienced antisem-
itism on campus last year and 15% 
feel they need to hide their Jewish 
identity. Some examples include a 
Jewish sexual assault survivor at 
the University of Vermont being 
told that she was not welcome to 
participate in its sexual harassment 
club because she supported Israel. 
There was a call to defund Hillel 
at Rutgers University because of 
its support of Israel. A student gov-
ernment organization at a Canadi-
an university rejected a request for 
a kosher food service from Hillel 
because Hillel supports Israel.
These are all consequences from 

choosing to describe Israel as an apart-

heid state when it clearly is not.
The Heller Community Relations 

Council (CRC) is a standing com-
mittee of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee, established for the 
purpose of confronting antisemitism, 
supporting Israel, working to promote 

a more just society, and establishing 
and strengthening positive relation-
ships between the Jewish communi-
ty and the greater Sarasota-Manatee 
community. I believe my dinner con-
versation reflects why the CRC is so 
important to Federation’s role to help 
combat antisemitism. 

The best way to combat antisem-
itism is to develop relationships and 
build allies. To do so, we need to listen 
to their concerns and understand their 
needs to create mutual respect and 
trust. That is what the CRC is charged 
with and does. 

Some of the recent actions of the 
CRC include:

 � Creating relationships with the 
Sarasota Police Department and 
the Sarasota Sheriff’s Office and 
jointly speaking with them to the 
Sarasota and Manatee ministerial 
associations about hate groups op-
erating in our local area. Because 
of our close relationship, we have 
been able to work closely with 
them in both responding to and 
preventing threatened incidents.

 � Speaking to various groups, in-
cluding individual churches and 
synagogues, about antisemitism 
and steps that can be taken to 
counter it.

 � Building relationships with Sara-
sota and Manatee schools has led 
to several accomplishments. We 
have provided the schools with a 

calendar of Jewish holidays, and 
the schools are aware of significant 
holidays that may cause students 
to miss school or have important 
celebrations on the night before 
a school day. They have encour-
aged teachers not to hold tests or 

penalize students for 
missing school be-
cause of the High 
Holidays and to limit 
homework and tests 
when celebrations 
like Passover Seders 
occur. We have also 

worked with the schools on their 
Holocaust education curriculum. 
We are providing local teachers 
with Holocaust education training 
through the Classroom Without 
Borders program.

 � Conducting missions to Israel with 
local clergy, educators, representa-
tives of New College, the Sarasota 
Police Department, Sarasota Me-
morial Hospital, Education Foun-
dation of Sarasota County, local 
businesspeople and others.

 � Meeting with local politicians to 
advocate for or against legislation.
The list above represents just some 

of the CRC activities. Please feel free 
to contact me at crcchair@jfedsrq.org 
if you are interested in getting involved 
or if you have any comments or ques-
tions.
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a resident of Florida the following 
year. He presently works as an Arbitra-
tor and Mediator. Mr. Millstone is the 
former Anti-Defamation League Chair 
for its International Affairs Committee 
and its Education Committee. He is on 
the board of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee where he serves as 
Secretary. Any opinions expressed in 
this article are those of Mr. Millstone 
and not necessarily those of The Jew-
ish News or The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

David Millstone

Robert and Esther Heller

CRConnectonnect

Your Local  
Mortgage 
Lender

• Conventional, FHA, VA, and USDA    • Jumbo Loans
• Construction/Renovation Loans      • Portfolio Loans

• Physician Loan Program

All loans are subject to credit approval.  
SouthState Bank, N.A. Corp NMLS# 403455

Member FDIC

Penny Hill Group
Scott Kolbe, Penny Hill, and Paul Eidell
(941) 545-1275
PennyHillGroup@SouthStateBank.com
SouthStateBank.com/PennyHillGroup
Scott NMLS# 450453, Penny NMLS# 365464, Paul NMLS# 1041466

Learning

A research fellow at the Institute 
of Sociology at the Romanian 
Academy, Dr. Krauss is a published 
art historian and media psycholo-
gist. He holds doctorates in His-
tory of Art from the University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden, and Social 
Psychology from the University of  
Bucharest, Romania.

A History of Antisemitism
The Cultural Origins of
Antisemitism

The Convenient Scapegoat

How new is the  
“new Antisemitism?”

Presented by Dr. Andre Krauss

•
•
•
•
Series will be offered  
May 2, 9, 16 and 23 
7:00 – 8:30PM
Via Zoom

For more information, please contact Bette Zaret 
941.228.3676 or bzaret@jfedsrq.org

941.371.4546 JFEDSRQ.org

If you’d like to help combat antisemitism through our Holocaust education and programming 
initiatives, please donate at JFEDSRQ.org/donate.

ABOUT  
THE

FREE EVENT

To register, visit JFEDSRQ.org/events

VICTIMS. RESISTERS. HEROES.DENIERS.

  FOUR-PART LECTURE SERIES
 Holocaust

https://www.jfedsrq.org/donate
http://www.southstatebank.com/pennyhillgroup
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Antisemitism: a different kind of pandemic
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

What is Federation doing to help combat antisemitism?
calendar of Jewish holidays, and 
the schools are aware of significant 
holidays that may cause students 
to miss school or have important 
celebrations on the night before 
a school day. They have encour-
aged teachers not to hold tests or 

penalize students for 
missing school be-
cause of the High 
Holidays and to limit 
homework and tests 
when celebrations 
like Passover Seders 
occur. We have also 

worked with the schools on their 
Holocaust education curriculum. 
We are providing local teachers 
with Holocaust education training 
through the Classroom Without 
Borders program.

 � Conducting missions to Israel with 
local clergy, educators, representa-
tives of New College, the Sarasota 
Police Department, Sarasota Me-
morial Hospital, Education Foun-
dation of Sarasota County, local 
businesspeople and others.

 � Meeting with local politicians to 
advocate for or against legislation.
The list above represents just some 

of the CRC activities. Please feel free 
to contact me at crcchair@jfedsrq.org 
if you are interested in getting involved 
or if you have any comments or ques-
tions.
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a resident of Florida the following 
year. He presently works as an Arbitra-
tor and Mediator. Mr. Millstone is the 
former Anti-Defamation League Chair 
for its International Affairs Committee 
and its Education Committee. He is on 
the board of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee where he serves as 
Secretary. Any opinions expressed in 
this article are those of Mr. Millstone 
and not necessarily those of The Jew-
ish News or The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

According to UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organization), 

which seeks to build peace through in-
ternational cooperation in education, 
sciences and culture, antisemitism is a 
security issue for Jewish communities 
and individuals in regions across the 
world and the driving force of a range 
of violent extremist ideologies. In re-
cent years, the changing geopolitical 
climate and media environment have 
led to a situation where open antisemi-
tism is no longer confined to extremist 
circles and has become increasingly 
mainstreamed.

Statistics show that antisemitism is 
on the rise around the globe. An arti-
cle in The Times of Israel pointed to an  
annual review published recently by 
the World Zionist Organization and 
The Jewish Agency for Israel.

The report showed that 2021 was 
the worst year for antisemitic attacks in 
a decade, seeing an average of 10 inci-
dents a day. However, according to the 
report, the actual number of incidents 
was significantly higher, since many 
are not reported by the victims out of 
fear, and due to the lack of surveillance 
and prosecution by local authorities 
and law enforcement agencies.

Europe was the leading continent 
in the number of antisemitic incidents 
during 2021, with close to 50% of all 
global incidents. North America was 
next, with 30% of antisemitic incidents 
taking place in the United States.

The incidents mostly included  

vandalism and property destruction, 
graffiti and the desecration of monu-
ments. Physical and verbal violence 
accounted for a little less than a third 
of all antisemitic incidents.

The year 2020 also featured a rise 
in antisemitic incidents in the digital 
realm as countries imposed tight Covid 
lockdowns. But as countries resumed 
in-person gatherings the following 
year, such incidents took place outside 
of cyberspace as well.

“Many demonstrations against 
Covid vaccines and restrictions includ-
ed Holocaust motifs such as the yellow 
star, as well as antisemitic conspiracy 
theories accusing Jews as spreaders of 
the pandemic to control the world,” the 
report said, expressing concern over 
the “trivialization of the Holocaust.”

The United Nations General  
Assembly recently adopted an Israeli- 
German non-binding resolution calling 
on all member states to fight against 
Holocaust denial and antisemitism,  
especially on social media. 

Speaking at a UNESCO event en-
titled “The power of education to pre-
vent racism and discrimination: the 
case of antisemitism,” the Secretary 
General of the United Nations recog-
nized the important role of education in 
preventing antisemitism and identified 
four priorities:

 � To recognize antisemitism as a 
problem to be addressed interna-
tionally

 � To develop education programs 
that address antisemitism in a 

framework of human rights and 
global citizenship

 � To build the capacity of education-
al systems to address antisemitism, 
conspiracy theories and all other 
forms of hate speech

 � An increased investment in social 
cohesion
Further, UNESCO believes that 

“addressing antisemitism through edu-
cation is therefore both an immediate 
security imperative and a long-term 
educational investment to promote hu-
man rights and global citizenship.”

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee sponsors several ed-
ucational initiatives to better inform 
our community about the increasing 
and overt expressions of antisemitism 
and hatred, and the critical need for us 
as individuals and as a community to 
stand up and resist and reject all forms 
of antisemitism, racism, prejudice and 
hatred. These educational initiatives in-

clude making presentations to various 
organizations, schools and community 
partners about the historical origins of 
antisemitism, the latest statistics and 
how to help change the trajectory of 
these disturbing trends.

The Federation will sponsor a four-
part lecture series, starting on Mon-
day, May 2 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. via 
Zoom, offered by Dr. Andre Krauss, 
a Holocaust and antisemitism scholar 
and educator. The topics include “A 
History of Antisemitism,” “The Cul-
tural Origins of Antisemitism,” “The 
Convenient Scapegoat” and “How 
New is the New Antisemitism?”

Let us all play our role in combat-
ing antisemitism for a better tomorrow.

To register for this free lecture se-
ries, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more 
information about the Federation’s Ho-
locaust Education and Programming 
initiatives, please contact me at bzaret 
@jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP

Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President

Would you like to pay less tax?

Find out how we’ve helped our clients redirect 
millions of dollars of taxes back to themselves, 
their family and organizations they care about.

wealthenjoyment.com  |  941.951.0443

ABOUT US

Everything we do is focused on increasing  
our clients’ enjoyment of their wealth.

We help them redeploy their wealth to more efficiently  
sustain their lifestyles, so they can have more fun, help  

their families and create a lasting impact on society.

We are Estate, Financial and Philanthropic planners

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), Member FINRA/ SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered  
through Kestra Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Udell Associates is not affiliated with Kestra IS or Kestra AS.

If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  
or activities, report it:or activities, report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SRQSafe

REPORT 
IT!

COMMUNITY SECURITY INITIATIVE

https://www.jfedsrq.org/srqsafe
http://www.wealthenjoyment.com
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The Garden of the Finzi-Continis –  
an important and disturbing new opera

Stars of David
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

I am continually asked where I get 
the material I write about. A di-
verse range of interesting topics 

from a variety of sources and a “nose 
for news” explains my interest in the 
variety of subjects I write about. One 
thing though is a constant: anything I 
write about has to be Judaically related.

So where does it all come from? 
I subscribe to a 
wide range of 
Jewish publica-
tions worldwide. 
Also, I am on 
the mailing list 
of Federation pa-
pers across the 
U.S., much like 
the one you are 
reading today. The 

smallest tidbit of an article can be the 
impetus for me to do research, as long 
as it has some Jewish content. And 
over the last five years I have written 
about some amazing subjects!

Which leads me to my latest “find,” 
a musical composition based on the 
well-known Finzi-Continis story.

On January 27, 2022, a major new 
contemporary opera, The Garden of 
the Finzi-Continis, was presented in a 
sold-out world premiere in New York 
City at the Edmond J. Safra Hall in the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Liv-
ing Memorial to the Holocaust. Finzi- 
Continis was co-produced by The  

New York City Opera Company and 
National Yiddish Theater Folksbiene. 
It was in the making for over 10 years.

The opera is based on the semi-au-
tobiographical novel of the same name 
written in 1962 by Italian Jewish author 
Giorgio Bassani. In 1970, Italian film 
producer Vittorio de Sica directed the 
critically acclaimed movie (Italian: Il 
Giardino dei Finzi-Contini). The book, 
as well as the film, tells a tragic sto-
ry of the lives of an upper-class Italian 
Jewish family who thought they could 
create a safe haven for themselves 
during Mussolini’s Fascist era of the  
1930s.

Often considered one of the best 
films of the Holocaust, it won an Acad-
emy Award in 1972 for Best Foreign 
Film and was nominated for Best 
Adapted Screenplay.

The opera was written by librettist 
Michael Korie and composer Ricky  
Ian Gordon, who both have Jewish 
roots. Korie found it important to go 
back to the book itself to get the origi-
nal meaning of the text. 

The role of Micol Finzi-Contini 
is played by Rachel Blaustein, whose 
connection is a personal one. Her pa-
ternal grandfather is a survivor who 
lost family after the Vel’ d’Hiv Round-
up in Paris. During the roundup of the 
Jews, the inevitable end to the race 
laws, a Hashkiveinu for European Jew-
ry is heard. Both Korie and Gordon 

are dedicating their work to their late  
fathers, thus connecting to their Jewish 
heritage.

In the words of Gordon: “I want-
ed to create my Italian opera. I wanted 
to enter that sort of August, summery, 
trees waving in the wind, the heat of 
the flowers, the garden, that sort of 
overripe sexuality, the yearning – the 
whole thing felt so perfumed by the 
Tuscan hillsides… Right now in this 
country, I don’t know that you can 
open minds with an opera, but I think 
we can respond.”

I was greatly moved when hear-
ing of the collaboration between The  
New York City Opera Company and 
National Yiddish Theater Folksbiene 
because it is such a timely topic. Even 
though I knew the film from years ago, 
with the current rise of antisemitism 
and the many problems we face as 
Jews today, I found this story painfully 
relevant. 

I recommend a fascinating inter-
view on YouTube with the Hon. Guido 
Calabresi, former Dean of Yale Law 
School and Senior Judge of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit. His 
family is connected to the Finzi-Con-
tinis and he gives much interesting 
background for the book and the film. 
He asks the questions: How true are 
these stories, and are they accurate? 
And how will the opera deal with 
them?

P.S. In a future column, I will 
tell the fascinating story of how I 
came to write this music column  
series in the first place.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.

JANUARY 11:  

MARCH 8: Winners of the Suncoast 
Music Competition 2021

APRIL 12: Huifang Chen, Violinist 
Tao Lin, Steinway Pianist 

MAY 10: Dr. Claudio Jaffe, Cellist

JUNE 14: Duo Beaux Arts: 
Catherine Lan and Tao Lin, Pianists

Assisted Living Facility #8951

AMICUS 2022 CONCERT SERIES
TUESDAYS AT 1:30PM

Please join us for our series of free classical music 
concerts at the Aviva Kobernick Kretzmer Center. 

Aviva is a Vaccine Mandated Community — 
requiring proof of COVID vaccination 

or a negative COVID test within 5 days to attend. 
No reservations required.

 For information call 941-377-0781.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are  
also identified as Jewish.

Catwoman is Jewish
The Batman opens in theaters on Fri-
day, March 4. There is a long back- 
story on the production of this new en-
try in the Batman odyssey. Suffice it to 
say that it’s pretty much a “new start” 
for the Batman series. So many “new 
starts” probably would have surprised 
BOB KANE (1915-1998), who creat-
ed the Batman comic character.

The Caped Crusader is played by 
Robert Pattinson (Twilight Saga films). 
As the film opens, billionaire Bruce 
Wayne has already “become” Batman, 
but is not yet a seasoned crime fighter. 
Here’s the basic plot: Batman pursues 
the Riddler, a major “baddie.” The 
Riddler (Paul Dano) is a serial killer 
who targets the elites of Gotham City. 
While hunting the Riddler, Batman un-
covers corruption that implicates his 
own family. He is forced to make new 
allies to catch the Riddler and clean up 
the corruption.

ZOE KRAVITZ, 33, plays Cat-
woman, a character with criminal 
baggage who, nonetheless, has often 
helped Batman. Her real identity is 
Selina Kyle, and in this film, Kyle is a 
nightclub worker who moonlights as a 
cat burglar. She chances to meet Bat-
man, and her desire to help vulnerable 
people leads her to ally with Batman. 

Advance reports say that this film will 
emphasize the Selina part of Catwom-
an’s life.

Kravitz identifies as a “secular 
Jew.” Her father, musician Lenny 
Kravitz, had a Jewish father and an 
African American, not Jewish, moth-
er. (He identifies as a Christian.) Her 
mother, actress LISA BONET, had a 
Jewish mother and a non-Jewish, Afri-
can American father.

Kravitz is the first Jewish woman 
to play Catwoman. However, I will 
note that African American actress/
singer Eartha Kitt, who played Cat-
woman on the ’60s Batman TV show, 
was a huge Israel supporter and record-
ed some Yiddish songs. Her only child, 
Kit Shapiro, is married to a Jewish man 
and I think (but haven’t confirmed) she 
converted to Judaism.
Tailor meets gangsters
The Outfit opens in theaters on Friday, 
March 18. British actor Mark Rylance 
plays Leonard, an English tailor who 
crafts suits for the very wealthy. A per-
sonal tragedy leads him to leave the 
U.K. He opens a small tailor shop in 
a run-down part of Chicago. The only 
people who can afford to buy his fancy 
suits are a family of vicious gangsters. 
ZOEY DEUTCH, 27, co-stars as a 
woman who ends up helping Leonard 

as he gets involuntarily involved in the 
gang’s deadly business.
The ’80s Lakers
The eight-episode HBO series Win-
ning Time: The Rise of the Lakers Dy-
nasty premieres on Sunday, March 6. 
It’s about the “wild ride” of the NBA 
(National Basketball Association) team 
during the ’80s. The Los Angeles Lak-
ers had the great Magic Johnson, a very 
colorful owner, and the first “hot danc-
ing” cheerleaders.

JASON SEGEL, 42, plays Lak-
ers coach Paul Westhead. He led the 
Lakers to a championship in 1980 and 
was fired two years later after clashing 
with Magic. Coach Pat Riley, who re-
placed Westhead, and won four cham-
pionships in the ’80s, is played by 
ADRIEN BRODY, 48. (Actresses 
MOLLY GORDON and LOLA 
KIRKE appear in much smaller roles.)
Theranos mess
The Dropout is a six-episode mini-se-
ries that will premiere on Hulu on 
Thursday, March 3. The first three ep-
isodes will air that day, with the last 
three shown on successive weeks. It 
tells the story of the rise and fall of 
Elizabeth Holmes, the now infamous 
head of the medical company Theranos 
(which falsely claimed it had a way to 
test for many conditions with a single 
drop of blood).

Amanda Seyfried stars as 
Holmes. The large supporting cast in-
cludes STEPHEN FRY, 64, HART 
BOCHNER, 64, and EBON MOSS-
BACHRACH, 44. 

Fry plays Ian Gibbons, a British 
biochemist who worked for Theranos. 
Gibbons committed suicide (2013) 
shortly before he was supposed to tes-
tify in a lawsuit about the company’s 
blood-testing technology. Bochner 
plays LARRY ELLISON, 77, the bil-
lionaire founder of Oracle, the famous 
software company. Ellison was an ear-
ly investor in Theranos, and his back-
ing helped persuade others to invest in 
the company.

Moss-Bachrach (Girls) has the 
best role of his career. He plays John 
Carreyrou, the dogged Wall Street 
Journal reporter whose stories about 
Theranos were critical to exposing the 
company’s rampant fraud.

By the way, while Elizabeth 
Holmes is not Jewish, she is a remote 
descendant of CHARLES FLEISCH-
MANN (1833-1897), the founder of 
the famous yeast company that bears 
his last name. His yeast revolutionized 
baking. If you used it, things “rose” 
and stayed that way. Holmes hoped to 
revolutionize blood testing, but all she 
produced was a product that totally  
deflated investors’ hopes.

P.S. In a future column, I will 
tell the fascinating story of how I 
came to write this music column  
series in the first place.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.

JANUARY 11:  

MARCH 8: Winners of the Suncoast 
Music Competition 2021

APRIL 12: Huifang Chen, Violinist 
Tao Lin, Steinway Pianist 

MAY 10: Dr. Claudio Jaffe, Cellist

JUNE 14: Duo Beaux Arts: 
Catherine Lan and Tao Lin, Pianists
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AMICUS 2022 CONCERT SERIES
TUESDAYS AT 1:30PM

Please join us for our series of free classical music 
concerts at the Aviva Kobernick Kretzmer Center. 

Aviva is a Vaccine Mandated Community — 
requiring proof of COVID vaccination 

or a negative COVID test within 5 days to attend. 
No reservations required.

 For information call 941-377-0781.

1 9 5 1  N .  H o n o r e  A v e .      |      S a r a s o t a ,  F L  3 4 2 3 5      |      9 4 1 . 3 7 7 . 0 7 8 1      |      A v i v a S e n i o r L i f e . o r g

The Spirit of Sarasota, Brought Home

Read the current and previous editions of  
The Jewish News at jfedsrq.org/jewish-news

http://www.avivaseniorlife.org


16A March 2022 JEWISH INTEREST

“Sleepy Time Classics” by Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com           

The Pope’s declaration, March 1937
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

On March 14, 1937 – 85 years 
ago this month – Pope Pius 
XI issued a papal encyclical 

entitled Mit Brennender Sorge (“With 
Burning Concern”). Its formal title 
was “Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on 

the Church and the 
German Reich to the 
Venerable Brethren 
the Archbishops and 
Bishops of Germa-
ny and Other Ordi-
naries in Peace and 
Communion with the 
Apostolic See.”

While his message was a condem-
nation of the Nazis’ excesses in Germa-
ny, it contained no explicit mention of 
the Jews. Five days later, on March 19, 
1937, he issued a further encyclical, 
Divini Redeptoris (“On Atheistic Com-
munism”), in which he condemned per-
secutions in Russia, Spain and Mexico.

Who was Pius XI, and are there 
any clues in his life story that might 
have pointed toward the dramatic proc-
lamation in Mit Brennender Sorge?

Reigning between 1922 and 1939, 
Pope Pius XI was born Ambrogio Da-
miano Achille Ratti on May 31, 1857, 
in Desio, Italy. He was ordained a 
priest in 1879, thereafter earning three 
separate doctorates from the Gregorian 
University of Rome. He then became a 
professor in a seminary.

He entered Vatican service in 
1911, beginning his diplomatic career 
in 1919 when he was posted as Pa-
pal Nuncio to the newly independent  
Poland. He helped establish a working 

relationship with the Polish govern-
ment, while also seeking an accommo-
dation with the Bolsheviks in Russia. 
In 1921, he served as Archbishop of 
Milan. After Pope Benedict XV died 
on January 22, 1922, Ratti was elected 
to the papacy on the 14th ballot on Feb-
ruary 6, 1922, taking the name Pius XI.

Scholarly and bookish by nature, 
Pius XI was an activist pope who in 
many ways embraced modernity and 
did not shy away from using new media 
like the radio, with which he broadcast 
the Church’s message and teachings to 
a wide audience. He also greatly accel-
erated evangelism by sponsoring more 
missionaries throughout the world and  
ordaining more priests and other cleri-
cal personnel.

It was in the diplomatic realm, 
however, that Pius’s reign had the most 
far-reaching effect. Although he dis-
trusted Italian fascism and eyed Benito 
Mussolini warily, in 1929 he signed the 
Lateran Treaty with Mussolini’s gov-
ernment. This created an understand-
ing between the Church and state in 
which both parties pledged not to inter-
fere in the affairs of the other. In return, 
Mussolini agreed to recognize Vatican 
City as a sovereign state within Italy, 
something that had not existed since 
the days before Italian unification.

Pius soon ran afoul of Mussolini’s 
regime. In 1931, he authored a papal 
letter in which he stated that one could 
not be a fascist and a Catholic at the 
same time. Not surprisingly, the Vati-
can’s relations with Mussolini soured. 
This did not stop Pius from negotiating 

Dr. Paul Bartrop

a second Concordat on July 20, 1933, 
this time with Adolf Hitler’s Nazi re-
gime in Germany. Although later criti-
cized for doing so, the Pope’s view was 
that communism was a worse scourge 
than fascism or Nazism. He thus sought 
to protect Catholics and Catholic cler-
gy in Germany while hoping that Hit-
ler would continue to act as a bulwark 
against Soviet communism.

Hitler largely ignored the Concor-
dat, and by the late 1930s Pius had be-
gun to denounce Nazi ideology. He also 
castigated Mussolini for copying the 
Nazis’ antisemitism with Italy’s new 
racial legislation beginning in 1938.

However, the encyclical Mit Bren-
nender Sorge showed that Pius was 
more than concerned with the anti-hu-
man ideologies espoused by Nazism. 
Given the specificity of its country fo-
cus and the audience for whom it was 
intended, the encyclical was published 
in German rather than the usual Latin. 
In view of a lack of any further state-
ments of condemnation of Nazi actions 
from the Vatican, it became the great-
est papal reproach of National Social-
ist Germany across the duration of the 
Third Reich.

It was not, however, a condem-
nation of Nazi racial or antisemitic 
policies, but essentially a document 
focusing on Hitler’s non-observance 
of Germany’s Concordat with the Vat-
ican, particularly involving those in-
volved in Catholic education – a tactic 
that would enable Pius to criticize Hit-
ler without entering the sphere of poli-
tics, which he had long ago rejected as 

an area into which he would venture.
As a censure of Hitler, the encyc-

lical had little direct impact, though 
thousands of copies were smuggled 
into Germany, where it was dissemi-
nated widely. While Mit Brennender 
Sorge did not deal with Nazi racial 
practices, a second pastoral letter, Hu-
mani Generis Unitas (“The Unity of 
the Human Race”), a direct denuncia-
tion of racism and Nazi antisemitism, 
was prepared one year later, but never 
published – after which the Vatican, 
under Pius XI’s successor, Pius XII 
(Eugenio Pacelli, 1876-1958; reigned 
1939-1958), retreated into a period of 
self-imposed silence on the matter of 
the Jews and the Nazi regime.

Pius XI reigned as Pope from 1922 
until his death in 1939. Throughout his 
pontificate, he spoke out against rac-
ism, unwarranted persecutions, total-
itarianism and excessive nationalism. 
He was outspoken in his dislike of 
fascism, communism and Nazism, and 
was the first pope to address seriously 
the subject of Christian ecumenism.

Pius XI died in the Vatican on Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, only months before 
World War II began. Ever since then, 
two questions have dominated: Would 
the world have been a different place 
had he lived for just three or four more 
years? What sort of world would it 
have been? We can only speculate.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Since 2017, 

5,874  
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have heard testimony  
from Holocaust survivors

Your story of survival moved  
 me and I will remember you  

for the rest of my life.
– North Port High School Student
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Invite a Holocaust 
survivor to your school, 

synagogue or library.  

To book a speaker, contact Anne Stein
HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU COORDINATOR 

luvhula@gmail.com 

#NEVERFORGET

The Boxser Diversity Initiative  
and The Florida Holocaust Museum Present

MY  GRANDFATHER 
WOULD HAVE SHOT ME:
A conversation with Jennifer Teege
Granddaughter of Kommamdant Amos Goetz, 
portrayed in Schindler’s List

save the datesave the datesave the date

Book your tickets for 
these FREE  events

March 22 • 6:30PM
The Florida Holocaust Museum
55 5th Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL

Tickets:  
thefhm.org/events

March 23 • 6:15PM
Temple Beth Sholom
1050 S. Tuttle Avenue
Sarasota, FL

Tickets: 
eventbrite.com/jenniferteege

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,  
courtesy of Leopold Page photographic  courtesy of Leopold Page photographic  
collectioncollection

https://www.eventbrite.com/jenniferteege
https://www.jfedsrq.org


17AMarch 2022JEWISH INTEREST

Jewish-themed Crossword Puzzle

“Sleepy Time Classics” by Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com           
Across
1. Slightly open
5. Impressive digs, perhaps
9. Relaxing locations
13. ___ Bora, Afghan region
14. Crooks’ alter egos
15. “Perry Mason” creator Stanley Gardner
16. 1982 classic by Stan and Jan Berenstain
18. Freeway, for instance
19. Dangerous trip for a leader
20. Not quite bite
21. Diploma word of honor
22. 1947 classic by Margaret Wise Moon
26. “Got milk?” response, perhaps
27. Most insignificant
28. Create an original website
31. Loughlin who didn’t have the best 2020
32. 1949 armistice locale: Abbr.
35. 1982 classic by Sandra Boynton, with  
      “The”
39. Suppositions
40. Beer option
41. Negate
42. Do ghostly work
44. Windy City team, on scoreboards
46. 2002 modern classic by Kate Banks
51. Suggestions
52. Bath
53. Cruella de ___
55. A.C.L.U. part: Abbr.
56. Apt Jewish location for 16, 22, 35, and  
      46-Across?
59. Big name in plastic?
60. Where “Flaming” drinks were a craze  
      in ’90s TV
61. Port near the Red Sea
62. “Esq.” user, briefly
63. Bad eye sight?
64. “The Thin Red Line” star Sean

Down
1. Cause of overtime
2. Mah-___ (tile game)
3. “Star Wars” droid, casually
4. Cheerleader’s shout
5. Sephardic cousin of Yiddish
6. Kosher striped animal
7. Quite a ways away
8. Sound made while shaking one’s head
9. Medical fluids
10. Marketing
11. Avis alternative
12. Kind of car
17. Root canal prefix
21. Prim and proper
23. The writing on the wall in Daniel, e.g.
24. “Daily Planet” logo
25. “Poh”
28. Type of graphics
29. “That’s rough, buddy”
30. Like many a politician, stereotypically
31. Get-rich-quick method that rarely works
33. Lay down new grass
34. Early Hollywood studio
36. Gorilla and Krazy
37. Minute
38. Engaged
43. Where most members of the lost tribes  
      were led?
44. Big name in Scientology
45. Spud of NBA fame
46. Ancestor of Noach
47. Put a restriction on
48. Chase who was often booed at Citi Field
49. Avoid artfully
50. Mermaid
54. “24” actress Mary ___ Rajskub
56. Bennett and Bibi
57. Scribble
58. Genre of Israel’s Black

Find Your Wilde

Wilde Lexus Sarasota 
4883 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Jaguar Land Rover
4821 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Honda Sarasota 
7333 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

See the Crossword Puzzle solution on page 26A

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
an area into which he would venture.

As a censure of Hitler, the encyc-
lical had little direct impact, though 
thousands of copies were smuggled 
into Germany, where it was dissemi-
nated widely. While Mit Brennender 
Sorge did not deal with Nazi racial 
practices, a second pastoral letter, Hu-
mani Generis Unitas (“The Unity of 
the Human Race”), a direct denuncia-
tion of racism and Nazi antisemitism, 
was prepared one year later, but never 
published – after which the Vatican, 
under Pius XI’s successor, Pius XII 
(Eugenio Pacelli, 1876-1958; reigned 
1939-1958), retreated into a period of 
self-imposed silence on the matter of 
the Jews and the Nazi regime.

Pius XI reigned as Pope from 1922 
until his death in 1939. Throughout his 
pontificate, he spoke out against rac-
ism, unwarranted persecutions, total-
itarianism and excessive nationalism. 
He was outspoken in his dislike of 
fascism, communism and Nazism, and 
was the first pope to address seriously 
the subject of Christian ecumenism.

Pius XI died in the Vatican on Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, only months before 
World War II began. Ever since then, 
two questions have dominated: Would 
the world have been a different place 
had he lived for just three or four more 
years? What sort of world would it 
have been? We can only speculate.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Private Duty Home Care

For  a Private Consultation, Call or Email

941.925.9532
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com

youthfulaginghomecare.com

For A Private Consultation, Call Or Email

941.925.9532 
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com 

youthfulaginghomecare.com

293794-1  License 299991326

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process….call today for a 

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of Expertise

Private Duty Home Care

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process… call today for a  

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of  expertise

293794-1               License 299991326

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Labor Day, Rosh Hashanah, Thanksgiving, 
Chanukah: Enough already! Can we bring the 
generations together with a new diaspora calendar?
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Long before Covid complicated 
Jewish observance, there were 
ominous signs that participation 

in synagogue life, especially Holy Day 
and festival services, was on the de-

cline. Dependent 
as we Jews are 
on the Hebrew 
calendar, rabbis 
and congregants 
found themselves 
at the mercy of 
the secular dias-
pora agenda, so 
much so that in 
2021 we tried to 

shoehorn a first day Rosh Hashanah 
celebration into Labor Day and a Cha-
nukah festival three days after Thanks-
giving. Could it be time to bring the 
generations together with a new dias-
pora calendar?

Consider this. Young families who 
traveled long distances to Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at bubbe’s house often faced 
school and work responsibilities in the 
following week and could not remain 
for Chanukah. The result? For many 
families, the l’dor v’dor experience of 
sharing the Festival of Lights with the 
generations was lost. 

In recent years, some synagogues 

have confronted the problem head on 
by adding parallel services and cel-
ebrations on weekend days so that a 
majority of congregants could attend. 
For example, in 2021, Purim fell on 
secular February 25, a Thursday eve-
ning. To combat the obvious lack of 
participation they were sure to face, a 
number of synagogues offered a Purim 
observance on February 28, the follow-
ing Sunday afternoon. From Boston to  
Atlanta to Shreveport, synagogues 
sidestepped the Hebrew calendar and 
opted instead for a calendar date that 
made diaspora sense. 

Emphasizing the crisis facing syn-
agogues post-Covid, Jewish Journal 
editor and author David Suissa asks, 
“How Will Synagogues Reinvent 
Themselves? (Hint: It Won’t Be with 
Zoom)” (11/4/21). Suissa says, “The 
vast majority of American synagogues 
are looking at an uncertain future… In 
short, synagogues will improve their 
odds of bringing back the crowds if 
they open up to new ideas and new 
thinking.”

One idea might be a diaspora cal-
endar that would create the opportunity 
for more Jews to participate consistent-
ly in synagogue life. That means that 
for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and 

all the Jewish holidays, congregants 
would have the option to attend a lay-
led service on the Hebrew date, or a 
diaspora service that would fall on the 
same day or the same weekend every 
year.

Here’s how it works. Rosh Ha-
shanah can occur at any time between 
September 5 and October 5, which ac-
counts for our annual musings, “The 
Holy Days are late (or early) this year.” 

But what if the Holy Days like 
Rosh Hashanah were consistent? What 
would it mean to Jewish families if 

they knew that September 17 is always 
Rosh Hashanah while Kol Nidre is al-
ways September 25 and Yom Kippur is 
always September 26? 

Or what if Erev Rosh Hashanah 
always fell on the third Friday of Sep-
tember so that the two-day New Year 
observance as well as Kol Nidre and 
Yom Kippur consistently occurred on 
weekend days?

How was your Chanukah this year? 
Was the transition from turkey to latkes 
a smooth one? For many Jewish fami-
lies, this year’s Chanukah was a chal-
lenge, not only because it fell so close 
to Thanksgiving, but because both the 
first night and the eighth night, when 
traditional Chanukah celebrations often 
are held, were also school and work 
nights. Not to mention that the entire 
eight-day celebration was especially 
challenging for families that had to 
navigate between Jewish tradition and 
secular society. But what if Chanukah 
was consistent as well, occurring at a 

time when secular society is celebrat-
ing a national holiday? 

Given that Chanukah can begin 
as early as late November or as late 
as the end of December, securing the 
holiday at a time consistent with school 
vacations and reduced work schedules 
might offer families the opportunity 
every year to bring children, parents 
and grandparents together. 

If Chanukah fell annually from 
December 21 through December 28, 
there would be time for our families to 
hear the stories, to kindle the light and 

to give a beautiful Jewish event the ka-
vanah (attention) that it deserves while 
rekindling traditions that form the bed-
rock of a vibrant Jewish life. 

A radical idea? Not really, especial-
ly when we consider what some histo-
rians believe actually happened during 
the time of the Maccabees, when Jews 
rescheduled an important Jewish holi-
day to a more convenient time.

In 2005, Rabbi Mark Glickman 
penned an article in The Seattle Times 
that posed the question: “Why is Ha-
nukkah eight days long?” Rabbi Glick-
man explains that the answer is found 
in the observance of another Jewish 
holiday, the festival of Sukkot. The 
rabbi writes, “Sukkot is an eight-day 
celebration that usually occurs in Sep-
tember or October, when Jews were 
supposed to have made pilgrimages to 
the Temple to offer sacrifices to God.” 

However, because the Temple was 
under siege, the Jews could not observe 
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Goral – Lot
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

On the 14th of this month, the 
month of 2nd Adar, the Jewish 
world will celebrate the holi-

day of Purim. The name of the holiday 
is rooted in the Persian word pur, which 
means lot and fate. This word appears 
eight times in the Bible and only in the 

Book of Esther. 
According to the 
story in the Me-
gillah (3:7-13), a 
pur was cast by 
Hamman the vil-
lain to determine 
the day in which 
all the Jews of 
the Persian Em-
pire were to be 

exterminated and their properties con-
fiscated. The name Purim was chosen 
for the holiday as Mordechai and Es-
ther succeeded to thwart the decree and 
change the spirit of the day from “grief 
and mourning to one of festive joy.” 
(Es. 9:22; 26)

It is interesting to note that the 
writer found it necessary to translate 
the word pur into Hebrew, commenting 
that pur meant goral. (Es. 3:7) Thus, 
it becomes obvious that when the Me-
gillah was written, the Persian word 
pur was unfamiliar to the readers and a 
translation was necessary.

The word goral, on the other hand, 
was familiar to the readers of the He-
brew Bible. Goral appears 77 times 
in the Hebrew Text and had several 
meanings. Goral meant fate, fortune, 
share and lot. In its origin, goral was 
probably the name of a small pebble 
for casting lots and was used to de-
cide undetermined issues. Here are a 
few examples of the use of the word 
goral as they appear in the Text. First, 
we should mention that it was a go-
ral which determined the land por-
tion of each tribe in the Holy Land.  

(Num. 26:56; Josh. 18:6; 21:40) 
Another use of goral can be found 

in the story of Jonah where it was by 
casting goralot (pl. of goral), that Jo-
nah’s fate, his goral, was decided by 
the crew of the boat he was on, and 
eventually he was thrown overboard 
into the sea to save the rest of them. 
(Jonah 1:7, 11-13) 

And lastly, in the Book of Prov-
erbs, the wisdom writer advised a 
young person not to throw his goral, 
namely, his lot in life, in with those 
who tried to incite him to join them in 
evil deeds. (Prov. 1:14)

In modern Hebrew, goral has a 
few additional meanings. Goral means 
doom, portion, chance and destiny. It 
is not surprising that there are a few 
phrases in Hebrew where goral is 
at the center. We will mention but a 
few. A-lah be-go-ra-lo means the lot 
befell on him and implies it was just 
his luck. Goral e-chad la-hem literally 
means they have the same fate, or as 
the phrase goes in English, they are all 
in the same boat. Ts’chok ha-goral, lit-
erally the laughter of fate, implies the 
irony of fate. And the phrase ta-ha-pu-
chot ha-goral points to the vicissitudes 
of fate. Nech-ratz go-ra-lo implies that 
one’s fate was sealed. And based on 
Psalm 16:5, the phrase me-nat ha-go-
ral means one’s luck in life. Lastly, I 
wish to mention the word hag-ra-lah, 
meaning lottery, which, not surprising-
ly, is derived from goral.

As Purim arrives, may it be our 
goral to experience this joyous holiday 
in good company with laughter and 
health. Chag sa-me-ach.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Labor Day, Rosh Hashanah, Thanksgiving, 
Chanukah: Enough already! Can we bring the 
generations together with a new diaspora calendar?

time when secular society is celebrat-
ing a national holiday? 

Given that Chanukah can begin 
as early as late November or as late 
as the end of December, securing the 
holiday at a time consistent with school 
vacations and reduced work schedules 
might offer families the opportunity 
every year to bring children, parents 
and grandparents together. 

If Chanukah fell annually from 
December 21 through December 28, 
there would be time for our families to 
hear the stories, to kindle the light and 

to give a beautiful Jewish event the ka-
vanah (attention) that it deserves while 
rekindling traditions that form the bed-
rock of a vibrant Jewish life. 

A radical idea? Not really, especial-
ly when we consider what some histo-
rians believe actually happened during 
the time of the Maccabees, when Jews 
rescheduled an important Jewish holi-
day to a more convenient time.

In 2005, Rabbi Mark Glickman 
penned an article in The Seattle Times 
that posed the question: “Why is Ha-
nukkah eight days long?” Rabbi Glick-
man explains that the answer is found 
in the observance of another Jewish 
holiday, the festival of Sukkot. The 
rabbi writes, “Sukkot is an eight-day 
celebration that usually occurs in Sep-
tember or October, when Jews were 
supposed to have made pilgrimages to 
the Temple to offer sacrifices to God.” 

However, because the Temple was 
under siege, the Jews could not observe 

Rabbi Barbara Aiello...continued from previous page
Sukkot. Approximately two months 
later, after the Temple was restored, the 
elders of the community decreed that 
Sukkot would be celebrated at a differ-
ent time. The Jews would adjust their 
festival dates to observe the eight days 
of Sukkot in December, in the Hebrew 
month of Kislev. So significant was 
this change that the holiday that year 
was known as Sukkot B’kislev, or De-
cember Sukkot!

Could it be that the Covid pandem-
ic brought about a crisis in Judaism 
as monumental as the Temple under 
siege? David Suissa thinks so. He 
writes, “When the Second Temple was 
destroyed nearly 2,000 years ago, our 
religion went through another earth-
quake… [but] we overcame that de-
struction by being creative, resourceful 

and resilient.… We survived by staying 
connected to our tradition and to one 
another.”

Our person-to-person connections 
form the foundation of Jewish life. Our 
Hebrew calendar, perfect as it is for Is-
rael, is an obstacle in the diaspora. It is 
worth considering a diaspora calendar 
and, with Sukkot B’kislev as our guide, 
this time of upheaval could be the right 
time for a change that would revive 
synagogue life by meeting the needs of 
diaspora Jews.
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!
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IN 2021, THE IDF SAW 
ACTION ON SIX FRONTS
In 2021, the IDF was active on six 
fronts, with thousands of operational 
sorties by the Israel Air Force and tens 
of special operations.

Strikes in Syria destroyed an im-
measurable amount of advanced and 
strategic weaponry, and Iran’s air, land 
and sea corridors didn’t function for 
70% of 2021.

As hopes fade regarding diplo-
matic talks aimed at stopping Iran’s 
nuclear program, Israel’s military has 
continued to accelerate preparations 
for a potential strike on the country’s 
nuclear facilities.

Military officials have stood be-
hind comments made by incoming Air 
Force Commander Maj.-Gen. Tomer 
Bar who said that Israel could success-
fully strike Iran’s nuclear program to-
morrow, if needed.

But Israel must be prepared for a 
large-scale retaliation that would come 
directly from Iran as well as through 
Hizbullah in Lebanon, Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza, and 
even the Houthis in Yemen.

In the Palestinian arena during 
2021 there were 5,532 rock-throwing 
incidents, 1,022 firebombs, 61 shoot-
ing attacks and 18 stabbing attacks. 
(Anna Ahronheim, Jerusalem Post)

ARABS VOICE GROWING 
CONCERN OVER IRAN’S 
MALICIOUS INTENTIONS
Syrian-born TV host Faisal Al-Kasim 
recently asked his 5.9 million followers 
on Twitter: “Which is better, Israel’s 
reputation or Iran’s reputation in the 
region?” Seventy-five percent viewed 
Israel as having a better reputation as 
opposed to 25% in favor of Iran.

The next day, Al-Kasim, who hosts 
a popular debate show on Al-Jazeera, 
asked his followers: “Do you support 
the Israeli bombing of Iran and its mi-
litias in Syria?” Seventy-eight percent 
said they supported the Israeli military 
strikes, while only 22% voiced oppo-
sition. His findings did not come as 
a surprise to many Arabs, especially 
those living in the Gulf States, who ex-
press deep concern over Iran’s ongoing 
meddling in their internal affairs.

Many Arabs are worried about the 
Europeans’ and Biden administration’s 
perceived appeasement of the mul-
lahs in Tehran. On December 23, the 
Saudi newspaper Al-Yaum questioned 
“the seriousness of American efforts to 
save the world from Iranian threats.” 
On January 6, Saudi political analyst 
Abdel Aziz Khamis noted that Iran 
has boasted that it occupies four Arab 
capitals – Baghdad, Beirut, Sana’a 
and Damascus – and that he does not  

understand the silence and indifference 
of the international community.

Former Jordanian Minister of In-
formation Saleh Al-Qallab warned 
on January 6, “What Iran is doing is 
tantamount to an open war against 
the Arabs.” Former Kuwaiti Minister 
of Information and Culture Saad Bin 
Tefla Al-Ajami said on December 31, 
“Iran is interfering in the region with 
the aim of dominating it,” and ex-
pressed disappointment over the fail-
ure of the international community to 
“deter the Iranian intrusion.” (Khaled 
Abu Toameh, Gatestone Institute)

TREASURE TROVE  
OF DOCUMENTS ON  
PRE-WAR JEWISH LIFE 
GOES ONLINE
The YIVO Institute for Jewish Re-
search recently completed the digiti-
zation of its entire prewar library and 
archival collection. The seven-year, $7 
million project will provide the public 
with free access to 4.1 million pages of 
original books, artifacts, records and 
manuscripts – including many believed 
to have been destroyed and lost during 
the Nazi and Soviet eras. The materi-
als were once part of the main YIVO 
collection in Vilnius, Lithuania, estab-
lished in 1925.

In 1941, the Nazis ransacked the 
YIVO library and sent materials to the 

Nazi Institute for the Study of the Jew-
ish Question in Frankfurt to “produce 
scholarship that would demonstrate 
why it was necessary to annihilate Jew-
ish civilization and culture,” said YIVO 
CEO Jonathan Brent. In 1946, the U.S. 
Army recovered 1 million documents 
and 9,000 books in a warehouse out-
side Frankfurt and sent them to YIVO 
in New York. (Judy Maltz, Haaretz)

ISRAELI SATELLITE 
BEGINS TESTING 
TECHNOLOGY TO GUARD 
AGAINST COSMIC 
RADIATION 
TauSat-3, an Israeli satellite designed 
to test a new technology for protecting 
space systems from cosmic radiation, 
has safely reached the International 
Space Station (ISS), Tel Aviv Univer-
sity said recently.

The COTS-Capsule, an innovative 
technique for detecting and mitigat-
ing cosmic-ray-induced damage, will 
allow the use of modern commercial, 
off-the-shelf electronic components to 
be used in space.

The satellite was launched onboard 
a Falcon 9 rocket from the Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida on December 
21 and was transferred to the ISS via 
the Cargo Dragon C209 spacecraft. 
(Xinhua - China)
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WHY PEOPLE LOVE 
ACCUSING JEWS  
OF GENOCIDE
Last week, David Bateman, a prom-
inent Utah entrepreneur and political 
donor, sent an email to his state busi-
ness and political leaders. The subject 
line? “Genocide.” The topic: “Jews.” 
Referring to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and its vaccines, Bateman wrote, “I be-
lieve there is a sadistic effort underway 
to euthanize the American people.... I 
believe the Jews are behind this.” The 
libel that Jews are committing geno-
cide has exploded in popularity across 
anti-Jewish discourse. It crosses ideo-
logical lines and is increasingly ex-
pressed in polite company.

People just love accusing Jews 
of genocide. “The Jews will use the 
vaccine to change DNA, making the 
person susceptible to designer viruses 
the Jews will create,” wrote one post-
er on the neo-Nazi forum Stormfront 
in December 2020. Ishmael Muham-
mad, a student minister in Louis Farra-
khan’s Nation of Islam, referenced the  
“Synagogue of Satan” (an antisemitic 

reference to Jews) for allegedly pro-
moting vaccines to sterilize Black 
people, in a live sermon from the or-
ganization’s headquarters in Chicago.

False charges of Jewish genocide 
weaponize the greatest Jewish trauma 
– when two out of three European Jews 
were killed – against Jewish people. 
There is no better way to hurt someone 
than to fashion their own most painful 
experience into a club with which to 
beat them. Moreover, casting Jews as 
the perpetrators of a new, fictitious Ho-
locaust frees non-Jews from the obli-
gation to learn the lessons of the actual 
Holocaust. Fundamentally, the impulse 
to hang the Holocaust on the Jews is 
an attempt to return humanity to where 
it was before the Holocaust – which 
enables such things to happen again. 
(Yair Rosenberg, Washington Post)

ISRAEL AEROSPACE 
INDUSTRIES AIRCRAFT 
CONVERSION HUB IN ABU 
DHABI TO MEET SURGING 
GLOBAL DEMAND
“The issue of conversion of passenger 
aircraft to cargo is very ‘in’ right now 
because the pandemic has changed the 
ratio between passenger jets and car-
go,” said Shmuel Kuzi, Executive VP 
and General Manager of Israel Aero-

space Industries’ (IAI) Aviation Group.
IAI’s conversion hub in Abu Dhabi 

will serve the global demand to convert 
the Boeing 777 and Airbus A330 over 
the next few years.

Kuzi noted that “the difference 
between the cost of a new cargo plane 
and a converted airplane is huge. It is 
about two or three times more expen-
sive to buy a new airplane.”

Before Covid-19 hit, two-thirds of 
the world’s freight tonnage was carried 
on passenger flights, whose services 
have still not returned to normal. Mean-
while, cargo demand has soared with 
consumers thronging to e-commerce 
platforms and online shopping web- 
sites. (John Benny, Gulf News - UAE)

ISRAEL’S FAVORITE 
SINGERS AND SONGS  
IN 2021
In a year where everyone tried hard to 
restore some type of normalcy, Israelis 
turned to domestically produced music 
more than ever before.

The year’s Spotify and Apple 
Music rankings of favorite artists and 
songs in Israel list virtually all local 
singers – a first for this country in de-
cades.

Apple Music’s top 20 songs lis-
tened to in Israel for 2021 are all native 
hits. The No. 1 hit was “Shkiyot Adu-
mot” by singer Eden Hason, followed 
by “Paskol Chayai” by Omer Adam 
and “Beit Meshugaim” by Ran Danker.

In contrast, in 2020, six global 
songs made it onto the top 20 list, even 
taking the first and second spots.

Spotify’s stats show that even 
in these unprecedented times, some 

things just never change. Omer Adam 
remains the most listened to singer 
in Israel for the past four consecutive 
years.

At just 28 years old, Adam has 
already produced six studio albums, 
three mini albums and three albums re-
corded at live performances.

Adam’s most popular songs on 
Spotify are “Shnei Meshugaim” with 
12.5 million streams, “Tel Aviv” 
with 12.4 million streams and “The 
Soundtrack of My Life” with 4.6 mil-
lion streams.

Adam earned 12 songs on Apple 
Music’s charts, the most for any single 
Israeli artist. His newest album, “The 
8,” released in February 2021, was 
ranked by Spotify as one of the top five 
listened-to albums in Israel.

Next sweeping the charts is Israeli 
pop singer Eden Hason, with an im-
pressive 10 songs on the Apple Music 
list. Osher Cohen was right up there 
with six songs.

Gal Adam and Noga Erez also 
deserve honorable mentions for their 
breakthrough success in 2021.

After Omer Adam and Eden Ha-
son, the most listened to singers in Is-
rael are veteran artists Eyal Golan and 
Raviv Plotnik, topped off by Canadian 
superstar Justin Bieber (who is sched-
uled to perform in Tel Aviv in 2022).

Among female singers, Israeli pop 
star Eden Ben Zaken takes the lead as 
the most listened-to female performer 
in Israel.

Next is the young and impressive 
Noa Kirel, another Israeli singer whose 
rise to fame was fast and enduring. She 
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has yet to produce a full album but al-
ready has more than 628,000 monthly 
streams on Spotify, including 6.2 mil-
lion for “Million Dollar.”

After those two Israeli women, the 
rest of the top five female artists lis-
tened to by Israelis are American icons 
Billie Eilish, Ariana Grande and Taylor 
Swift.

Spotify statistics showed an in-
crease in Israelis listening to Israe-
li music in 2020, and the trend only 
strengthened in 2021. These are good 
times for the Israeli music industry. 
(Oreen Cohen, ISRAEL21c.org)

A 98-YEAR-OLD 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
BUILT A MASSIVE TIKTOK 
FOLLOWING TO COMBAT 
DENIERS 
Lily Ebert, now 98, survived the death 
camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. After 
liberation, Ebert promised herself she 
would tell people what had happened 
there. Now, living in London, Ebert is 
keeping that promise with the help of 
her 18-year-old great-grandson, telling 
her story to millions of people on Tik-
Tok. Since February 9, 2021, they have 
posted more than 380 videos, drawing 
in 1.7 million followers and amassing 
25 million likes.

Ebert, born in Hungary, arrived 
with her family in Auschwitz when she 
was 20. Guards took her mother, broth-
er and sister to the gas chambers the day 

they arrived. In total, more than 100 of 
Ebert’s relatives died in the Holocaust. 
In her videos, Ebert talked about how 
the Nazis gave their captives so little 
food that some died of hunger. She 
told viewers about the smell of burning 
flesh and how, when she returned to the 
death camp years later, she felt like she 
was smelling it again. Female Nazis 
killed prisoners’ babies. 

In a video viewed 25 million times, 
she shows the number that Nazis tat-
tooed into her left forearm. “My num-
ber is A-10572. That is what I was,” 
she said.

In a recent video for International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day that was 
viewed 1.2 million times in five days, 
Ebert said, “The Holocaust was the 
biggest crime against humanity. Nev-
er before were factories – factories – 
built for killing people. I was there in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. I am a witness.” 
((Jonathan Edwards, Washington Post)

THE CAMPAIGN  
TO WEAKEN IRAN  
HAS BEGUN
On Tuesday, February 1, Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett told the Insti-
tute for National Security Studies in 
Tel Aviv:

 � In a Middle East that is constantly 
changing, “we must make friends 
and neutralize enemies. The Unit-
ed States has been, and will always 
be, our best friend, but Washington 
has its own set of interests, which 
we must honestly admit do not al-
ways overlap with ours.... Its inter-
est in the region is dwindling. The 

U.S. is currently focused on the 
Russian-Ukrainian border, and it is 
in a strategic conflict with China.”

 � “This is the reality.... We must act 
within existing circumstances, not 
in a world that we wished exist-
ed.... In the geopolitical arena... a 
void that is created is immediately 
filled. The U.S. presence in the re-
gion can be filled, God forbid, by 
the forces of terrorism and hatred 
or, with the right steps, it can be 
filled by Israel.”

 � “Our region is full of people who 
get up in the morning, every morn-
ing, with one purpose: to disturb 
the peace... and create a perpetual 
state of chaos and war. This is prev-
alent from the Houthis in Yemen to 
Hizbullah in Lebanon, from Shiite 
militias in Iraq to Hamas and Is-
lamic Jihad in Gaza. What these 
extremists all have in common is 
that their invoice is sent to Tehran 
at the end of the month.... When 
it comes to the majority of threats 
against us, Iran is the head of the 
axis and the ‘head of the octopus.’”

 � “The campaign to weaken Iran has 
begun. This campaign is being con-
ducted in multiple fields: nuclear, 
economic, cyber, overt and covert 
operations, both by ourselves and 
in collaboration with others.”

 � “The missile may have been 
launched from Beirut or from 
Gaza, but the address is Tehran. 
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U.S. is currently focused on the 
Russian-Ukrainian border, and it is 
in a strategic conflict with China.”

 � “This is the reality.... We must act 
within existing circumstances, not 
in a world that we wished exist-
ed.... In the geopolitical arena... a 
void that is created is immediately 
filled. The U.S. presence in the re-
gion can be filled, God forbid, by 
the forces of terrorism and hatred 
or, with the right steps, it can be 
filled by Israel.”

 � “Our region is full of people who 
get up in the morning, every morn-
ing, with one purpose: to disturb 
the peace... and create a perpetual 
state of chaos and war. This is prev-
alent from the Houthis in Yemen to 
Hizbullah in Lebanon, from Shiite 
militias in Iraq to Hamas and Is-
lamic Jihad in Gaza. What these 
extremists all have in common is 
that their invoice is sent to Tehran 
at the end of the month.... When 
it comes to the majority of threats 
against us, Iran is the head of the 
axis and the ‘head of the octopus.’”

 � “The campaign to weaken Iran has 
begun. This campaign is being con-
ducted in multiple fields: nuclear, 
economic, cyber, overt and covert 
operations, both by ourselves and 
in collaboration with others.”

 � “The missile may have been 
launched from Beirut or from 
Gaza, but the address is Tehran. 

The weaker Tehran is, the weaker 
its affiliates are. The hungrier the 
octopus is, the less reach it has 
with its tentacles. Then on our bor-
der we encounter something much 
weaker. The logic is clear.”

 � “On the other hand, the removal of 
sanctions and the flood of billions 
of dollars for this regime means 
more rockets, more UAVs, more 
terrorist cells, more cyberattacks 
and malign activities... not only 
against us but also against our 
American allies in the region and 
other allies.... No agreement will 
prevent us from protecting the cit-
izens of Israel.” (Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett, Prime Minister’s 
Office)

THE NEW YORK TIMES’ 
DISTORTED COVERAGE 
OF ISRAEL IS GETTING 
WORSE
In November 2021, The New York 
Times published a magazine piece about 
American Jews who have stopped sup-
porting Israel; a complimentary profile 
of Refaat Alareer, a literature teacher at 
the Islamic University of Gaza, who in 
the last two years has compared Israel 
and Israelis to the Nazis and to Adolf 
Hitler 115 times on social media; an 
online documentary film produced by 
the newspaper featuring former IDF 
soldiers from Breaking the Silence; an 
article about American laws that aimed 
at defending Israel from BDS; and an 
article accusing Israel of silencing Pal-
estinian civil society because of the 
decision to designate a number of Pal-
estinian NGOs as terrorist groups. Not 

continued from previous page

BRIEFS
a single article appeared supporting Is-
rael or its policies.

During the May 2021 war against 
Hamas, the newspaper published pic-
tures of Palestinian children who had 
been killed during the war on its front 
page. Concern for children’s lives is 
heartwarming, but when tens of thou-
sands of children have been killed 
during the war in Afghanistan and in 
Iraq by the American army, they didn’t 
do the same thing.

According to Prof. Eytan Gilboa, 
an expert on America, and founder and 
director of the Center for International 
Communication at Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity, “The newspaper is extreme in its 
attitude toward Israel, even in relation 
to other newspapers identified with 
the left in the United States, like The 
Washington Post or The Boston Globe. 

Their hostile treatment of Israel stands 
out on its own. Today, The New York 
Times sees itself as a flag-bearer of an-
ti-Israeliness and anti-Zionism.”

Ashley Rindsberg last year pub-
lished The Gray Lady Winked: How 
The New York Times’ Misreporting, 
Distortions and Fabrications Radical-
ly Alter History. Rindsberg told Isra-
el Hayom, “Anti-Zionism, which was 
always part of the newspaper’s DNA,  
allows the newspaper to present the 
Jews as villains who exploit and en-
slave the Palestinians. There’s no 
more nuance. It’s not that the separa-
tion fence was designed to stop terror,  
rather Israel installed it in order to op-
press the Palestinians. The assumption 
that Israel is the villain in the story pre-
cedes any other logical explanation.” 
(Adi Schwartz, Israel Hayom)
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Jewish trauma
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

JFCS of the Suncoast and other so-
cial agencies across the country 
seek to provide trauma-informed 

care, an approach that addresses the 
impact of a client’s overall mental 

and social health 
on the particular 
need he or she 
is dealing with 
in regard to as-
sistance. The fo-
cus is not simply 
about what hap-
pened to some-
one in immediate 

terms, but also their individual story. 
For example, someone struggling 

to meet a rent payment may also be 
undergoing a traumatic personal or 
professional loss, divorce or other es-
pecially challenging life circumstance. 
JFCS will try to assist with the rent 
but also offer, when appropriate, other 
services such as counseling, parental 
education, caregiver and bereavement 
support, and vocational guidance. 

The impact of trauma can be man-
ifested in multiple dimensions. Ideally, 
JFCS’ holistic, collaborative response 
is designed to strengthen a person’s ca-
pacity for long-term self-reliance. 

However, today, it is not just those 
explicitly requesting help that are ex-
periencing the consequences of trau-
ma in their lives. While it may not be 
as acute, all of us are now subject to 
a significant amount of distress on a 
regular basis. The senseless violence 
that has become so commonplace in 
society surely affects our sense of se-
curity. World tensions, climate change, 
economic uncertainty, our growing na-
tional divide, callousing of our politics 
and debasement of civil discourse are 
putting us all increasingly on edge. 

For Jews, apprehension is even 
higher with another resurgence of anti- 
semitism. We are rightfully concerned 
for our individual and communal well- 
being. Though we revere our Jewish 
identity as a source of strength, the 
current situation is still exacting an 
alarming toll on us. Pittsburgh, Poway, 
Colleyville and other incidents of Jew 
hatred underscore how real the threat is. 

On the one hand, we are all too 
familiar with this peril because we’ve 
known it from pre-Christian times. On 
the other, the internet age has made it 
that much easier to incite animus and 
spread Jewish calumnies. 

Not surprisingly, Jews were at the 
vanguard of the development of mod-
ern psychology and psychiatry. By 
virtue of their own experience, they 
were keenly acquainted with existen-
tial angst. Freud and others recognized 
that the disquieting implications of 
trauma cannot be checked by avoid-
ing, denying or suppressing the deep- 
seated feelings surrounding them. Only 
through the uninhibited disclosure of 

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

Antisemitism remains a threat to Jewish lives and Judaism
By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

Three years ago, the most tragic 
attack ever made against a Jew-
ish house of worship occurred at 

the Tree of Life congregation Shabbat 
service, where 11 Jews were murdered. 
The aftermath of that heinous act saw 
persons of diverse religious beliefs 
coming together in support 
of the Pittsburgh congre-
gation, deploring this an-
tisemitic act, reaching out 
to support and care for the 
congregation and its mem-
bers. The hope was that our 
country would accept the 
reality that antisemitism is 
a constant threat and needs 
to be labeled as an unac-
ceptable way of life for any 
individual.

The truth is that in the years since 
the Pittsburgh tragedy, antisemitic acts 
have become more prevalent in our 
country and throughout the world. It 
has become a concern that every Jew-
ish community recognizes and deals 
with to protect our people and Jewish 
institutions.

The latest attack on a Jewish syna-
gogue took place in Colleyville, Texas, 
when 44-year-old Malik Faisal Akram 
attacked Congregation Beth Israel, tak-
ing four people hostage including Rab-
bi Charlie Cytron-Walker, the spiritual 
leader of the temple. In time, one hos-
tage was released and, 11 hours later, 
thanks to the efforts of an FBI rescue 
team from Quantico, the other three 
hostages escaped.

injurious emotions and forebodings 
can our trauma be effectively treated. 
Giving supportive voice to sometimes 
dismaying thoughts and fears robs 
them of their power and, therefore, is a 
source of healing. 

However, generally speaking, the 
problem is that while we are inclined 
to work through our neuroses, com-
plexes and discomfitures by means of a 
therapist and/or medications, others are 
prone to transcend their perceived ag-
grievement, powerlessness and discon-
tent (often self-aggrandized) through 
hate and reactionary anti-social behav-
ior. Their aim isn’t healing but domina-
tion and unrestrained control.

What then, in the face of the cir-
cumstances confronting us today, do 
we do? Certainly, the security of Jew-
ish institutions must remain a priority. 
So too, the building and strengthening 
of ties with supportive interfaith allies, 
public officials and law enforcement 
representatives is very important.

Remaining passive, hoping that 
this spasm of a long-held antipathy 
will dissipate over time is not an op-
tion. Beyond hyper-vigilance, greater 
stridency underscoring that free speech 
does not include the right to arrantly 
slander and incite violence against oth-
ers is demanded. There can be no slink-
ing. The best defense is a good offense. 
In forcefully standing up for ourselves 
we stand for what is right and just.

We derive encouragement from 
our brethren in Israel who do not shy 
away from taking decisive action when 
necessary. Israelis may not have won 
the world’s affection, but they’ve gar-
nered its respect. Even several of her 
previously foremost Arab enemies 
have come to appreciate that Israel’s 
viability makes for a stronger and more  
secure Middle East. 

Yes, in the annals of history no oth-
er group has been subjected to greater 
trauma than the Jewish people. Yet, so 
too, no other people have been as re-
silient either. As Mark Twain famously 
remarked, the Jew “has made a marvel-
ous fight in the world, in all the ages; 
and has done it with his hands tied be-
hind him…. Other peoples have sprung 
up and held their torch high for a time, 
but it burned out, and they sit in twi-
light now, or have vanished.” 

We should hold that torch high 
and proclaim that its illumination has 
been made possible by those countries, 
preeminently among them America, 
who’ve shown us authentic accep-
tance. If we want others to be proud 
and thankful for us, we must evince 
pride, thanksgiving and strength in 
ourselves.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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Jewish trauma Antisemitism remains a threat to Jewish lives and Judaism

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

Three years ago, the most tragic 
attack ever made against a Jew-
ish house of worship occurred at 

the Tree of Life congregation Shabbat 
service, where 11 Jews were murdered. 
The aftermath of that heinous act saw 
persons of diverse religious beliefs 
coming together in support 
of the Pittsburgh congre-
gation, deploring this an-
tisemitic act, reaching out 
to support and care for the 
congregation and its mem-
bers. The hope was that our 
country would accept the 
reality that antisemitism is 
a constant threat and needs 
to be labeled as an unac-
ceptable way of life for any 
individual.

The truth is that in the years since 
the Pittsburgh tragedy, antisemitic acts 
have become more prevalent in our 
country and throughout the world. It 
has become a concern that every Jew-
ish community recognizes and deals 
with to protect our people and Jewish 
institutions.

The latest attack on a Jewish syna-
gogue took place in Colleyville, Texas, 
when 44-year-old Malik Faisal Akram 
attacked Congregation Beth Israel, tak-
ing four people hostage including Rab-
bi Charlie Cytron-Walker, the spiritual 
leader of the temple. In time, one hos-
tage was released and, 11 hours later, 
thanks to the efforts of an FBI rescue 
team from Quantico, the other three 
hostages escaped.

The attack in Texas is another ex-
ample of the growing concern regard-
ing antisemitic acts aimed at Jewish 
individuals and Jewish houses of wor-
ship. The U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights recently stated that antisemitic 
hate crimes have doubled since 2020. 

Sarasota has not escaped 
this reality as we all re-
member that on July 
15, 2021, an individual 
spray-painted swastikas 
on the walls of Temple 
Emanu-El and Temple 
Sinai. Over the past year, 
the following antisemitic 
acts have taken place in 
our country: In Salt Lake 
City, a man scratched a 

swastika onto the front door of an Or-
thodox synagogue. In Bal Harbour, 
four men yelled “die Jew” and then 
threatened a man’s wife and daugh-
ter. In Midtown Manhattan, a group of 
people attacked a Jewish man in broad 
daylight. He was wearing a yarmulke 
and walking to a pro-Israel rally. The 
attackers shouted, “Dirty Jew, we are 
going to kill you.”

The reality of antisemitism 
throughout the world shocks, fright-
ens and causes Jews to wonder what 
is happening to respect for religion, 
in general, and Judaism, in particular. 
Authorities admit that attacks on Jews 
and Jewish houses of worship have 
increased and become more serious. 
Jews cannot forget the sight of Jew 
haters marching in Charlottesville in 

2017, chanting their hatred of our peo-
ple and our faith.

To counter this reality, Jewish 
community leaders have met with lo-
cal and national authorities, receiving 
guidance on ways to protect houses 
of worship and the congregants who 
come to share religious, educational 
and social events at their temple or syn-
agogue. The goal is to protect all peo-
ple who wish to share their Jewish life 
with friends and family, and feel safe 
and secure in doing so. Jews refuse to 
cease their support of programs and 
services that have the deepest meaning 
for them. We are alert, we are aware 
and we are careful, but we are also 

champions of our faith. No single indi-
vidual or group will change that belief. 
Our freedom of worship is a treasured 
reality for our people and will not be 
sacrificed to the will of the antisemite. 
The battle against antisemitism contin-
ues, as does our support and care for 
each other, for our faith and our houses 
of worship.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the Heller IAI.

injurious emotions and forebodings 
can our trauma be effectively treated. 
Giving supportive voice to sometimes 
dismaying thoughts and fears robs 
them of their power and, therefore, is a 
source of healing. 

However, generally speaking, the 
problem is that while we are inclined 
to work through our neuroses, com-
plexes and discomfitures by means of a 
therapist and/or medications, others are 
prone to transcend their perceived ag-
grievement, powerlessness and discon-
tent (often self-aggrandized) through 
hate and reactionary anti-social behav-
ior. Their aim isn’t healing but domina-
tion and unrestrained control.

What then, in the face of the cir-
cumstances confronting us today, do 
we do? Certainly, the security of Jew-
ish institutions must remain a priority. 
So too, the building and strengthening 
of ties with supportive interfaith allies, 
public officials and law enforcement 
representatives is very important.

Remaining passive, hoping that 
this spasm of a long-held antipathy 
will dissipate over time is not an op-
tion. Beyond hyper-vigilance, greater 
stridency underscoring that free speech 
does not include the right to arrantly 
slander and incite violence against oth-
ers is demanded. There can be no slink-
ing. The best defense is a good offense. 
In forcefully standing up for ourselves 
we stand for what is right and just.

We derive encouragement from 
our brethren in Israel who do not shy 
away from taking decisive action when 
necessary. Israelis may not have won 
the world’s affection, but they’ve gar-
nered its respect. Even several of her 
previously foremost Arab enemies 
have come to appreciate that Israel’s 
viability makes for a stronger and more  
secure Middle East. 

Yes, in the annals of history no oth-
er group has been subjected to greater 
trauma than the Jewish people. Yet, so 
too, no other people have been as re-
silient either. As Mark Twain famously 
remarked, the Jew “has made a marvel-
ous fight in the world, in all the ages; 
and has done it with his hands tied be-
hind him…. Other peoples have sprung 
up and held their torch high for a time, 
but it burned out, and they sit in twi-
light now, or have vanished.” 

We should hold that torch high 
and proclaim that its illumination has 
been made possible by those countries, 
preeminently among them America, 
who’ve shown us authentic accep-
tance. If we want others to be proud 
and thankful for us, we must evince 
pride, thanksgiving and strength in 
ourselves.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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A conversation with Uri Regev
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By Harold M. Halpern

Rabbi Uri Regev, Esq. was the 
Scholar-in Residence at Tem-
ple Beth Israel on Longboat 

Key during the weekend of January 
14-16.

Uri is an internationally known 
advocate around 
the world for re-
ligious freedom, 
pluralism and civ-
il rights. He is the 
founder and Pres-
ident of Hiddush 
for Religious Free-
dom and Equality, 
headquartered in 

his native Jerusalem. Previously, for 
seven years, he was President of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism, 
a global network of the Reform, Lib-
eral, Reconstructionist and Progressive 
movements serving more than 1,250 
congregations and communities in 
over 50 countries on six continents.

I was honored to be asked to par-
ticipate in a conversation with Uri for 
the Sunday program relating to reli-
gious pluralism and equality in Israel. 
This column sets forth the essence of 
our conversations. It is edited and ab-
breviated to conform to space limita-
tions.

Harold: Uri, share with us your 
concerns about the status of religious 
pluralism in Israel.

Uri: Israel’s aspirations are set 
forth in its Proclamation of Indepen-
dence of May 14, 1948, that it “will be 
based on… liberty, justice and peace 
taught by the Hebrew prophets” and 
will “uphold the full social and polit-
ical equality of all its citizens without 
distinction of race, creed or sex” and 
“guarantee full freedom of conscience, 
worship, education and culture.”

Israel’s Basic Law of Human Dig-
nity and Liberty makes clear in its 
preamble that Israel is both a Jewish 
state and a democracy providing, “The 
purpose of this… Law is to establish 
the values of… Israel as a Jewish and 
democratic state.”

Israel is not living up to its obli-
gations of democracy and equality for 
its Jewish citizens. The Chief Rabbin-
ate of Israel, recognized by law, is the 
supreme rabbinic authority for Juda-
ism in Israel. It controls marriage, di-
vorce, burial, conversion, kashrut and 
Shabbat restrictions including public 
transportation. It supports Orthodox 
schools, separate from public schools, 
and access to the Western Wall, all un-
der its religious norms disregarding all 
other streams of Judaism and the de-
sires of secular Jews. Israel is in danger 
of becoming a theocracy.

Harold: Uri, isn’t this merely a 
continuation of policy governing the 
Jews and other religions since the 6th 
century when Palestine, as it was then 
called, was a part of the Ottoman Em-

pire, subsequently adopted by the Brit-
ish under its mandate from the League 
of Nations and the United Nations with 
assurances given by David Ben Guri-
on to the Rabbinate in 1947 and again 
in 1948 that it would remain as the su-
preme authority for Judaism in Israel?

Uri: Yes, that was a pragmatic 
decision to assure that the Orthodox 
would not oppose the partition of Pal-
estine with a Jewish state. But the Or-
thodox agreed that the schools for their 
children would include secular studies 
enabling them to develop the skills 
necessary for the workplace to avoid 
being economically dependent for 
support from the state. They have not 
lived up to their obligation which has 
become increasingly important as the 
ultra-Orthodox have increased and are 
the largest recipients of government 
support.

And conditions have changed. Is-
rael was a small Jewish state at inde-
pendence, about 500,000 Jews. And 
now with the in-gathering of Jews from 

around the world, there are seven mil-
lion Jews. The ultra-Orthodox are not 
fulfilling responsibilities as Jews to 
their fellow Jewish citizens.

Harold: Share with us your con-
cerns about the Rabbinate control over 
marriage.

Uri: In Israel, there is no civil mar-
riage. One must be married under Rab-
binate authority. One whose mother 
wasn’t Jewish, is not Jewish under Or-
thodox halacha and can’t marry. There 
are hundreds of thousands of Russians 
who are not Jewish under this rule but 
are Israeli citizens under the Law of 
Return, which entitles any person who 
has a Jewish grandparent to become an 
Israeli. So, one may serve in the army, 
vote in elections, represent Israel in the 
Olympics, etc., but can’t get married or 
be buried in a Jewish cemetery along-
side a halachically Jewish spouse.

Right now, one must convert under 
Orthodox rules since Conservative and 
Reform conversions in Israel are not 
recognized. Hiddush and related orga-
nizations are advocating that the Knes-
set adopt laws to permit civil marriage 
and to recognize conversions of the 
several Jewish denominations – civil 
marriage being fundamental to democ-
racy, human dignity and equality. Sixty 
percent of all Israelis agree with plu-
ralism. But for years, the votes of the 
ultra-Orthodox members of the Knes-
set are required to form a government. 

Harold M. Halpern

They effectively have veto power over 
changes. American Jewish organiza-
tions can help by focusing their efforts 
on the need for civil marriage.

Harold: Are there any work-
arounds? 

Uri: Yes, but all have difficulties. 
A couple can get married in Cyprus or 
elsewhere. The marriage is recognized 
in Israel but, one still is not registered 
as a Jew. Right now, there is a pend-
ing lawsuit which seeks to compel 
recognition by Israel of a marriage per-
formed online in accordance with the 
laws of Utah. If successful, this will 
be the easiest workaround, but again, 
still not registered as Jewish, absent 
conversion under the Orthodox rules 
which unrealistically require not only 
a sincere desire to be Jewish but to live 
a halachic life.

Harold: Uri, I agree with plural-
ism. But I have a problem with what 
has happened in the United States. The 
last report I saw indicated that 70% of 
marriages are intermarriages. While 

some intermarried raise their children 
as Jewish, overall, there is a weaken-
ing of the content of Jewish identity. 
The Jewishness sort of just fades away. 
There are some who predict that by the 
end of this century, or earlier, there will 
be only Orthodox Jews in America. If 
you succeed in your goal of pluralism, 
isn’t there a danger that Israel will go 
the way of America and be a democrat-
ic but not a Jewish state?

Uri: I empathize with your worry. 
But in Israel, the language is Hebrew, 
the Jewish holidays are the holidays 
of Israel, and the history of the Jew-
ish people is taught in the schools. In 
short, the air we breathe is Jewish. And 
we propose to strengthen education 
and create positive programs about our 
Jewishness. We will be rigorous in this 
way.
Opinions expressed are solely those 
of Harold Halpern, a retired attorney 
in Lakewood Ranch, a board member 
of the American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, and of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, West Coast 
Chapter of Florida. 
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information channels:
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Social Media: While we don’t always 
post hourly, we do post often. What do we 
post? Time-sensitive news, alerts, items of 
interest, and more. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and more!  
Find us by searching for “JFEDSRQ.”

JFEDSRQ.org2
Website 
Whether you’re on your desk- 
top, laptop or smartphone, the 
Federation website, has everything above and 
below (and more) right at your fingertips. Keep 
our event calendars in your bookmarks bar for 
event information in a click. 
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Federation Eblast: 
Receive timely Federation 
news, topics, and more,  
in your email by 
subscribing to the weekly newsletter,  
the Federation eBlast.
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The Jewish News: The 
publication that brings the 
Jewish community right to your 
door every month with news, 
events, and more.  Get your FREE 
subscription today!
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Federation to offer all virtual 
programming for the 2020-21 season

Staff Report

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT DISCLAIMERThis issue of The Jewish News contains a paid 
political advertisement. The ad does not 

reflect the views of, or serve as endorsement 
by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Federation awards 2nd phase of COVID-19 

assistance to area Jewish organizations

By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer, and Stacey Gillman, Stronger Together Granting Chair

T he Jewish Federation of Sara-sota-Manatee has made the dif-ficult decision that all programs 
for the 2020-21 season will be virtual. 
Chief Executive Officer Howard Tev-
lowitz says, “In an effort to keep the 
community safe, we feel we have no 
choice but to make this decision. The 
health of our Federation family is too 
important!”

In addition to the Coronavirus 
cases that continue to climb in Flori-
da, Tevlowitz points to the results of 
our recent event survey, which clearly 
showed the community is not ready to 
attend in-person events for the foresee-
able future. “We have heard you loud 
and clear,” says Tevlowitz.The event survey sent out 

via email and social media, was 
answered by more than 550 re-
spondents. They were asked for 
feedback about our current virtual 
programming and questioned about 
how comfortable one would feel at-
tending in-person events this com-
ing season. We are so grateful that 
so many in our community took the 
time to let us know their thoughts.The pie chart at right shows the 

answer to the main question: What is 
your level of comfort attending an in-

door event for the coming Fall-Winter 
2020-21 season?As you can see, an overwhelming 

majority would not feel comfortable 
attending or thought it was too soon to 
tell.

Other questions included at 
what capacity one would attend an 
in-person event, what conditions 
would have to be in effect to feel 
comfortable to attend an in-person 
event (i.e., masks, sanitizers, etc.) 
and when would you see yourself 
ready to come out to an in-person 

event. All answers clearly showed 
reluctance on the part of the com-
munity.

Many of the comments were en-
lightening. Here are a few: � I will not be attending in the fore-

seeable future. Very glad you are 
asking, but no, no and NO!!! � With an older population to con-

sider, no indoor events should be 
planned until there is a vaccine. 
Appreciate the varied programs 
and films you’ve provided.LEVEL OF COMFORT TO ATTEND INDOOR EVENTS

57.2

4.0

9.5

26.1

%

3.2 %

%

%

%

57 .2  Percent  Will avoid attending in-door events for the foreseeable future

3.2  Percent  Have no concern about   attending indoor events

4 .0  Percent  Would be nervous,   but may still attend indoor events

9 .5  Percent  Will attend so long as CDC/ 
federal/state guidelines are strictly followed 

26 .1  Percent  Think that it is too   soon to tell

SURVEY RESULTS

continued on page 2

I n April of this year, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
began raising funds to provide 

COVID-19 relief to Jewish organiza-
tions in our two-county area. As of 
this printing, our generous community 
has contributed more than $330,000 to 
our Stronger Together effort, including 
a $100,000 matching grant from our 
board-restricted fund. Readers may recall that we distrib-

uted close to $70,000 of those dollars 
to eight Jewish organizations and syna-
gogues in early June to support Food 
Security and Health/Wellness pro-
gramming, including helping a number 
of synagogues make much-needed up-
grades to their technology and audio-

visual systems in order to provide virtual ser-vices and programs for our community mem-bers, many of whom are isolated and alone due to the pandemic. In July, the Stron-ger Together Granting Committee met to re-view applications for the second phase 
of the granting process. The response 
was overwhelming. The committee 
received requests totaling more than 
was available to distribute, which was 
concerning as the plan was to make a 
third phase of grants available in early 
fall. After much deliberation, the com-

mittee focused its efforts on fulfilling 
those grants that address Food Secu-
rity and Health/Wellness programming 
for this phase. The committee recom-
mended and received Board approval 
for $157,660 in grants for the follow-
ing programs:

L ’Shana Tova! FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF

4

16

46

12

SHALOMSRQ5
 
ShalomSRQ: Your resource 
guide to everything Jewish in 
Sarasota-Manatee. Keep it on 
hand to quickly find Jewish 
goods, services and organizations.  
Request to be on the mailing list!

Sarasota-Manatee

A PUBLICATION OF

SHALOMSRQ.org

INSIDE
DISCOVER ALL THINGS JEWISH

Synagogues, Food, Culture & More
LEARN ABOUT YOUR FEDERATION

History, Programs & MoreFIND THE LOCATIONS
On the Detailed Map Locator
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FREE
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Find and Subscribe at
JFEDSRQ.org/Media-Channels
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“Israel was a small Jewish state at independence, about 
500,000 Jews. And now with the in-gathering of Jews 
from around the world, there are seven million Jews. 
The ultra-Orthodox are not fulfilling responsibilities  
as Jews to their fellow Jewish citizens.” – Uri Regev

Crossword Puzzle
Solution to puzzle on page 17A

Opinions printed in The Jewish News  
of Sarasota-Manatee do not  
necessarily reflect those of  

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, its Board of Directors or staff.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/media-channels
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Sarasota-Manatee Chevra Kadisha

For more information about the non-profit, 
community, Jewish Burial Society, contact:
For men:        941-484-2790  
For women:  941-346-6446                              

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237

ROBERT TOALE AND SONS

FUNERAL HOME

PALMS MEMORIAL PARK
MANASOTA MEMORIAL PARK

WIEGAND CHAPEL

Gerald “Gerry” Ronkin
Jewish Community Liaison

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, Florida 34232

Office 941-371-4962
Cell 941-809-5195
Gerry.Ronkin@DignityMemorial.com

DignityMemorial.com
RTSFunerals.com

Not affiliated with Toale Brothers Funeral Home or Toale Brothers Inc.

Announcing the development of a NEW FACILITY IN LAKEWOOD RANCH
located near the corner of Lakewood Ranch Blvd. and 44th Ave.

 

55th Sabina & Michael Zimmer
Temple Beth Sholom
50th Donna Popick & Marc Jonas
Temple Emanu-El
50th Phyllis & Stephen Swerdlow
Temple Sinai
50th Toby & David Weiss
Temple Sinai
40th Charlotte & Robert Hodes
Temple Sinai
35th Susan & Jerry Maliot
Temple Sinai

ANNIVERSARIES
35th Hannah & John Puckhaber
Temple Beth Sholom
20th Sherry & Jerry Thomas
Temple Sinai
15th Dr. Jeff & Louisa Moscow
Temple Emanu-El
10th Brittany & Justin Gates
Temple Emanu-El
10th Elise & James Ramer
Temple Emanu-El

Submit your life cycle events (births, B’nai Mitzvah, anniversaries) 
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org. Photos welcome for births, weddings, 
engagements and B’nai Mitzvah; please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

FAMILYFAMILYFamily Owned. Family Focused.

941.955.4171 • www.ToaleBrothers.com

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history.  
Honored to be a part of your family’s celebration of life.

BAT MITZVAH

IN MEMORIAM
Dr. Leonard Biberman, 82, of Longboat Key, January 10
Sander Blecman, 92, of Lehigh Acres, January 18
Richard K. Bloom, of Nokomis, Dec. 30
Eliot J. Charnas, 80, of Lakewood Ranch, January 13
Rabbi Hirsch Cohen, of Sarasota
Hinda Elwyn, 101, of Sarasota, January 19
Karol Meredith Friedman, 64, of Sarasota, January 17
Avi Golub, 82, of Venice
Lyn Hillman Levine Jacobson, 94, of Westlake, OH, formerly of Venice, 
January 9
Doris Kaplan, 93, of Longboat Key, December 28
Betty Lois Levick, 82, of Sarasota, January 17
Lois Marcus, 88, of Cleveland, OH, and Longboat Key, January 14
Dottie Ring, 99, of Sarasota, December 27
Murray E. Sherry, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of Needham, MA, January 29
Pauline Schwartz, 94, of Sarasota, formerly of Farmington Hills, MI, 
December 30 
Pauline Tolmach, of Sarasota

Emma Zoller, daughter of Alicia & Nicholas Zoller,  
March 5, Temple Emanu-El

W
H

E
R

E YOU BELONG

“Israel was a small Jewish state at independence, about 
500,000 Jews. And now with the in-gathering of Jews 
from around the world, there are seven million Jews. 
The ultra-Orthodox are not fulfilling responsibilities  
as Jews to their fellow Jewish citizens.” – Uri Regev

http://www.rtsfunerals.com
http://www.rtsfunerals.com
http://www.toalebrothers.com
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Our extraordinary dogs transform lives. Beyond the Dark invites you to experience 
this transformation and connect with our mission. You’ll engage your senses 
while immersing into the challenges of people with vision loss and veterans with 
disabilities. You’ll meet graduates of our programs and hear their triumphant 
stories. You’ll witness our highly trained guide dogs and service dogs at work, 
and see the powerful difference they make. And you’ll come away with a greater 
connection to the human-dog teams who journey beyond the dark. 

GuideDogs.org/Dark

http://www.guidedogs.org/dark
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Temple Sinai presents Scholar-in-Residence 
Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin
By Gail Glickman

Temple Sinai’s Scholar-in-Resi-
dence, Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, will 
focus on the timely and relevant 

theme of tikkun, Hebrew for mending 
or repairing, during the weekend of 
Friday, March 4 and Saturday, March 
5. Throughout the Covid pandemic we 
have had personal and collective ex-
periences not encountered by previous 
generations, and for many it has shak-
en us to our core. Rabbi Salkin’s Mar-
tini Judaism – for those who want to be 
shaken not stirred – will shake things 
up in a new way! 

Rabbi Salkin has a national and in-
ternational reputation as one of Amer-
ica’s most quoted rabbis and thought 
leaders. His words have been cited in 
The New York Times, The New Repub-

lic and USA Today. He has appeared on 
television and radio programs, and has 
spoken in more than a hundred com-
munities, including Israel, Great Brit-
ain, Cuba and Poland. Several of his 
books have won national awards. He 
is the author of Putting God on the 
Guest List: How to Reclaim the Spir-
itual Meaning of Your Child’s Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah. Rabbi Salkin serves as 
senior rabbi at Temple Israel of West 
Palm Beach. 

The engaging schedule is as fol-
lows:

 � On Friday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m., 
Rabbi Salkin will present Tikkun 
HaNefesh (Repairing the Soul): 
“Fixing the Broken Hallelujah,” an 
intimate encounter with the theo- 

logy and poetry of Leon-
ard Cohen. 

 � At 8:00 p.m., join Rabbi 
Salkin and Chazzan Cliff 
Abramson for our Erev 
Shabbat service.

 � On Saturday, March 5 at 
11:00 a.m., Rabbi Salkin 
will present Tikkun Elo-
him: “The Hidden Mean-
ing of Kaddish.”

 � At 1:00 p.m., Rabbi 
Salkin will present Tikkun 
Olam: “How Jews Get Woke” – A 
Master Class in Talmud. If you’ve 
never studied Talmud before, this 
funny and inspirational session is 
all about how to seek social justice 
in our communities.

All presenta-
tions will be held 
in the synagogue 
and on livestream 
(with private view-
ing access). The 
Friday Erev Shab-
bat service will be 
in the sanctuary and 
on livestream (with 
public viewing ac-
cess). The cost for 
all three presenta-

tions is $36 for Temple Sinai members 
and $54 for non-members, and will 
include a box lunch on Saturday. For 
more information and to register, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

941.371.4546   |   jfedsrq.org

givingchallenge.org

APRIL 26-27 • NOON-NOON

#BeTheOne

Participate in 

#GivingChallenge2022#GivingChallenge2022  
and support The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.  

The 2022 Giving Challenge is presented by the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County with 
giving strengthened by The Patterson Foundation.

savesave
datedatethethe

NEW TOPICS 
A  D Y N A M I C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  
O N  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  I S S U E S

Register: ncf.edu/new-topics or 941.487.4888
Tickets are $10. 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2022  |  5:30 PM
A Queer Zionism: Jessie Sampter 
and the Paradoxes of Jewish 
Nationalism with Sarah Imhoff
Presented in person at the Mildred Sainer 
Pavilion on the New College campus. 
A livestream presentation will also be available.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022  |  5:30 PM 
How Mixed Emotions Determine  
the Fate of Sharks and Their 
Conservation Strategies with 
Melissa Cristina Márquez and 
Jayne M. Gardiner
Presented via Zoom

http://www.givingchallenge.org
http://www.ncf.educ/new-topics
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The Kehillah  
Collaborative 

brings together 
Jewish organizations in  

Sarasota-Manatee to share ideas, 
work together  

on programming  
and host  

collaborative events.

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at  
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941-706-0037.

In Hebrew, the word Kehillah  
means community.  

Kehillah Collaborative
Building Jewish Life Through Community

Sa
ra

sota-Manatee

Chabad

 

Kehillah Collaborative: Temple and Organization Spotlight

Chabad of West Bradenton Community Day School

At Hershorin Schiff Communi-
ty Day School, diversity is at 
the heart of our educational 

philosophy. A stroll through our halls 
reveals this philosophy in action.

You’ll see students from a rich tap-
estry of races, ethnicities, religions and 
nationalities. More than 35 countries 
are represented in our student body! 
We also welcome students from di-
verse abilities and families, including 
LGBT households and a range of so-
cioeconomic backgrounds. 

Students from a rainbow of identi-
ties find an unparalleled, modern 
academic campus reflecting the 
rich mosaic of Jewish life. Her-
bert Schiff, one of our namesake 
patrons, believed that introducing 
children from other faiths to Ju-
daic principles demystified our 
religion and fought antisemitism. 

Judaic principles permeate our 
curriculum. Teachers weave the Jewish 
values of limud (academic excellence), 
tzedek (integrity) and tikkun olam (a 
desire to improve the world) through-
out our programs. These values come 
to life in our students’ creative writing, 
in their work in our organic garden and 
outdoor classrooms, and in their histor-
ical presentations. This is truly learning 
by doing and learning with a purpose. 
The results speak for themselves.

Community Day School’s pioneer-
ing approach to Jewish education has 
made us one of America’s fastest-grow-
ing Jewish day schools and garnered 
international acclaim. We’ve created 
this model at a pivotal time. Jewish day 
schools across the nation are making 
the move to pluralistic student bodies 
and looking to us for a roadmap to fol-
low. We’ve been approached by foun-
dations and civic leaders from across 
the state and country who seek a tem-
plate for revitalizing their communities 
through Jewish education.

We know our model can do just 
that because we’ve seen it work in 
our community. Educating Jewish and 
non-Jewish children in a diverse stu-
dent body combats prejudice with the 
power of human connection and it cre-
ates lifelong friendships across cultural 
and religious boundaries.

Community Day School is located 
at 4335 Wilkinson Road, Sarasota. For 
more information, please call Brenna 
Wilhm, Director of Development, at 
941.552.2770 x437.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

By Brenna Wilhm, Director of Development

Chabad of West Bradenton 
opened its doors in 2016 with 
the purpose of creating a sense 

of community for the Jewish resi-
dents and visitors of West Bradenton, 
Palmetto and Anna Maria Island. Led 
by Rabbi Zev Steinmetz and his wife 
Shaina, all are always welcome to 
experience a warm and inviting, un-
diluted, authentic Jewish experience 
regardless of background, prior know-
ledge or affiliation. 

Chabad of West 
Bradenton is dedi-
cated to serving the 
needs of every seg-
ment of the great-
er West Bradenton 
community with so-
cial, spiritual, edu-
cational programs 
and services. Every-
thing is done with a 
smile and a person-
al touch to ensure 
everyone feels at 
home. 

Here are some 
of the regular pro-

grams offered at Chabad of West 
Bradenton: First Fridays, weekly Jew-
ish Learning Institute Torah Studies 
classes, student programming at IMG 
Academy, a Jewish Women’s Circle, 
hospital visitations and assorted holi-
day events geared for all ages.

For more information, please vis-
it chabadofwestbradenton.com, email 
info@chabadofwestbradenton.com or 
call 941.613.7173.

Look for information on Temple Emanu-El  
and Hadassah in the April 2022 issue.

By Rabbi Zev Steinmetz

Jewish Women’s Circle paint night

K-8 students at Panther Pride
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Community Day School’s pioneer-
ing approach to Jewish education has 
made us one of America’s fastest-grow-
ing Jewish day schools and garnered 
international acclaim. We’ve created 
this model at a pivotal time. Jewish day 
schools across the nation are making 
the move to pluralistic student bodies 
and looking to us for a roadmap to fol-
low. We’ve been approached by foun-
dations and civic leaders from across 
the state and country who seek a tem-
plate for revitalizing their communities 
through Jewish education.

We know our model can do just 
that because we’ve seen it work in 
our community. Educating Jewish and 
non-Jewish children in a diverse stu-
dent body combats prejudice with the 
power of human connection and it cre-
ates lifelong friendships across cultural 
and religious boundaries.

Community Day School is located 
at 4335 Wilkinson Road, Sarasota. For 
more information, please call Brenna 
Wilhm, Director of Development, at 
941.552.2770 x437.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

Editor-in-Chief of Jewish News Syndicate to address 
antisemitism at Sarasota breakfast for Israel

K-8 students at Panther Pride

Jonathan Tobin, Editor-in-Chief of 
Jewish News Syndicate (JNS), the 
fastest-growing news agency cov-

ering Israel and the Jewish world, will 
join Jewish National Fund-USA (JNF-
USA) and the Sarasota community for 
the organization’s signature annual 
event, Breakfast for Israel, on Thurs-
day, March 31 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The complimentary community 
event has been hosted by JNF-USA 
nationwide for the last decade, and is 
perhaps best known for its high-cal-
iber speakers, as well as entertaining, 
impactful programming that captivates 
the audience while educating Zionists 
about its vision to ensure a strong, se-
cure and prosperous future for the land 
and people of Israel.

Tobin’s keynote speech will focus 
on the rise of antisemitism, anti-Zion- 
ism, how hate speech and violence 
against Jews must never be rational-
ized or excused, and how the Jewish 
community must continue to have the 
courage to speak up so they can serve 
as role models for future generations. 

“JNF-USA is focused on sup-
porting crucial environmental and na-
tion-building activities in Israel’s north 
and south, while improving the quality 
of life for all residents in the Negev 
and the Galilee,” said Toby Halpern, 
Jewish National Fund-USA Sarasota 
President. “We are thrilled to be able 
to bring this amazing program to west-
ern Florida (virtually) and we hope 
you will join us to learn how you can  

partner with JNF-USA to make the im-
possible possible in Israel.”

The event, co-chaired by Edie Chai-
fetz, Helen Glaser and Esther Rose, is 
open to all community members at no 

cost. For more information and to reg-
ister, visit jnf.org/BFIsarasota or con-
tact Joshua Mellits, JNF-USA Director, 
Western Florida, at 941.462.1330 x865 
or jmellits@jnf.org. 
About Jewish National Fund-USA
JNF-USA is the leading philanthropic 
organization for Israel that supports crit-
ical environmental and nation-building 
activities in Israel’s north and south. 
Through its One Billion Dollar Road-
map for the Next Decade, JNF-USA 
is developing new communities in the 
Galilee and Negev, connecting the next 
generation to Israel, and creating in-
frastructure and programs that support 
ecology, individuals with special needs 
and heritage site preservation. Learn 
more at jnf.org.

Jonathan Tobin

Tell and K’vell
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

Debbie Friedman believes in the 
value of good Jewish conver-
sation as a source of learning, 

insight and inspiration so much that 
she created a catalyst to spark it.

Tell and K’vell is a conversation 
starter game for families, friends and 
Jewish organizations that builds Jew-
ish community, connections and iden-
tity. The Tell and K’vell box contains 

more than 120 questions that prompt 
the sharing of family history, values 
and traditions, such as: If you have 
traveled to Israel, what impact did it 

have on you? What Bible story do you 
find most compelling? If you found 
$18 and wanted to give it as tzedakah, 
who would benefit? 

A resident of Cincinnati who held 
several high-level positions over a 30-
year career with Macy’s, Debbie spent 
January and February wintering in 
Sarasota. “I think it’s vital that we find 
ways to share about our Jewish experi-
ences and perspectives,” she explains. 
“Tell and K’vell is, ultimately, about 
storytelling. Stories etch memories in 
our minds and hearts. That’s why we 
must tell them so that future genera-
tions will know them.”

Go to tellandkvell.net to learn 
more about Tell and K’vell and how to 
acquire it.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Be in the Know! Be in the Know! 
Receive alerts 
via text about 
important Jewish 
community news, 
event updates and 
more by texting 
“JFED” to 332-22.

Call 
Today! 
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Sarasota FL 34236 
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6000 Cattleridge Dr.
Suite 100
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(941) 378-8977
Fyzical is the leader in health and wellness providing patients with wellness 

programs & clinical care in Fall Prevention, Orthopedic & Vestibular Rehabilitation.

Visit us at 
our new 
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free balance screening

and/or a 10 minute trial
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Sarasota Jewish Chorale presents its Spring Gala, 
“Songs of Peace & Joy”

Bereavement Support 
Group returns to Venice

Open to men and women from 
all backgrounds, a new Bereave- 
ment Support Group will meet 

on six successive Thursdays from 1:30 
to 3:00 p.m. at JFCS of the Suncoast’s 
new Venice office at 2167 South Tami-
ami Trail (Independence Center strip 
mall) beginning Thursday, March 10.

Sponsored by JFCS and The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, 
the group will be facilitated by Com-

This program is sponsored by  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

GIVING A  
DEMOCRATIC  VOICE  
TO JEWISH VALUES 
Check us out at SrqJewishDems.org

Contact us at mail@SrqJewishDems.org

Like us  
on Facebook!
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The Sarasota Jewish Chorale will 
present its annual Spring Gala 
Concert on Sunday, March 27 

at 4:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom. 
The concert, which was supposed to be 
held in March 2020, was canceled due 
to Covid. 

Entitled “Songs of Peace & Joy,” 
the concert will feature an uplifting 
program of lively and hopeful tradi-
tional and contemporary Jewish pieces, 
including “Hava Nashira” (which is 
translated “Let’s Sing Together as 
One”), “Dai Lanu” (“This is Enough”) 

and “Shalom Rav” (“Great Abundant 
Peace”). Other pieces in the repertoire 
include Steve Cohen’s “Lo Yisa Goy,” 
Benji Ellen Schiller’s “Halu’hu,” and 
the beloved classic, 
“Over the Rainbow.” 

Artistic Direc-
tor Sharon Greene, 
a member of Choral 
Artists of Sarasota 
for 13 years and the choral represen-
tative to its Board of Directors for the 
past five years, explained, “This reper-
toire was chosen to reflect the concert’s 

theme of peace and joy and will also 
feature a video comprised of photo-
graphs that portray the messages from 
the music.” 

Soloists include Rebec-
ca Stracener, soprano; Ronnie 
Riceberg, alto; John Sorbo, 
tenor; Michael Rubin, baritone; 
and Herb Fox, bass. 

The Sarasota Jewish Cho-
rale was organized in late 1999 by a 
group of individuals led by Arlene 
Stolnitz and Priscilla Shore of Ven-
ice. It has grown to more than 25 vol-

unteer singers who believe in sharing 
their rich and diverse musical heritage 
with the greater Sarasota community. 
The Chorale sings a variety of Jewish 
music, spanning the centuries from the 
early Renaissance works to selections 
of modern contemporary composers, 
including Chassidic melodies, music 
of the Holocaust, rhythms of African 
Jewish tribes, Ladino folksongs and 
much beloved Yiddish melodies.

To purchase tickets for the March 
27 concert, visit sarasotajewishchorale.
org.

NCJW’s Human Trafficking Committee
By Jill Simons

Interstate 75, which runs north 
and south along the length of the 
west coast of Florida, has earned 
its own nickname because of the 

predators who prowl the corridor: Hu-
man Trafficking Alley. Trafficking vic-
tims include both adults and children, 
males and females, and citizens of both 

the United States and other countries.
The Human Trafficking Commit-

tee of the National Council of Jewish 
Women (NCJW), Sarasota-Manatee 
Section, has a mission to make as many 
people as possible aware of the dangers 
of human trafficking. NCJW wants its 
message to be loud and clear so it is 

now distributing notepads and key tags 
with a QR code on them. 

The QR code was originated by a 
young woman who was trafficked and 
did not have a way to report her situa-
tion and be rescued. Her code allows 
potential victims to scan it and report 
their situation to the National Traf-
ficking Hotline with one click on their 
smart phone in real time. The pad also 
gives tips on how to stay safe, learn the 
dangers of trafficking, techniques that 
traffickers use, and to learn if they or 

someone they might know is a victim. 
This information on the QR code is 
available in 10 languages.

To date, committee members have 
distributed pads to locations in the 
community where trafficking is known 
to be prevalent such as the airport, li-
braries, highway rest stops and malls.

For more information or for a pre-
sentation for your organization, con-
tact Andrea Kutcher at mwaskutcher 
@gmail.com or Vivian Carasso at 
vivi6778@aol.com.

“These we honor” 
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
IN HONOR OF
Hermione Gilpin
Shari & Stephen Ashman
Jeremy Lisitza
Naomi & Jay Stonehill
Lindsey Mintz
Megan & Greg Mauer

IN MEMORY OF
Les Fishman
Ene Y. Benjamin
Jan Ellison
JoAnne Olian
Willa Oren
Manuel Goldberg
Jeremy Lisitza
Wilma Walter
Norman Walter

HOLOCAUST 
PROGRAMS

IN HONOR OF
Andre Zaret
Linda Brown
Bette Zaret
Linda Brown
Gilbert Friend-Jones
Sarah Hans

HOWARD TEVLOWITZ 
TRAVEL FUND

MAZEL TOV
Lauren Brodsky & Josh Mellits
Patti & David Wertheimer

ISRAEL PROGRAMS
IN HONOR OF
Adam Diskind
Alexander Chester

JEWISH BURIAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Les Fishman
Joanne Don 

NOTE: To be publicly  
acknowledged in The Jewish News, 

Honor Cards require a minimum  
$10 contribution per listing.  

You can send Honor Cards directly 
from jfedsrq.org. For more  

information, call 941.371.4546.

Temple Sinai deeply regrets the terrible confusion about the Sarasota Jewish 
Food Festival originally scheduled for Sunday, January 30. Due to the recent 
rise of Covid cases, we acted out of an abundance of caution by not encourag-
ing large crowds and serving food to help keep community members safe. This 
decision had not been made lightly, but we are guided by the Jewish value of 
pikuach nefesh, protecting a life.

While the event had been removed from our calendars and synagogue 
members had been notified, the festival information appeared in the January 
issue of The Jewish News prior to the postponement. To the community mem-
bers who came to our doors on January 30, we are truly sorry for this frustrating 
inconvenience. Thank you for understanding.

JFCS of the Suncoast receives national reaccreditation

Two March events on Zoom
Tuesday, March 22

Authors appearing in the People  
of the Book Series are members of  
the Jewish Book Council Network.
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Presented by

October 12, 2021 – May 3, 2022 
21 Authors • 20 Events  

10 “in-person” events (also available on Zoom) 
and 10 Zoom-only events

2021-22 Author Lecture Series

These events are $10 each per household.  
To purchase tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/books.

Thursday, March 24

Melissa Gould
Widowish

Annelise Heinz 
Mahjong

“No one gets through this life without suffering some kind of loss, 
and Melissa Gould shares her journey with honesty, humor and 
surprising insights. I read it straight through and now want regular 
updates on her life. Widowish is going to break your heart in the 
best way possible. I love this book!” – Annabelle Gurwitch

“In this lively history, Annelise Heinz shows us that mahjong is more 
than a game. In her deft hands, it illuminates modern consumerism, 
Orientalist fantasy, ethnic identity, and women’s self-fashioning 
across the twentieth century. A richly researched, happily readable 
book.”  – Joanne Meyerowitz

See the article on  
pages 6A-7A  for information  

about these authors  
and their books.

By Nancy B. Finn | This program is sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

POSTPO
NED

POSTPO
NED

http://www.srqjewishdems.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/books
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Bereavement Support 
Group returns to Venice

Open to men and women from 
all backgrounds, a new Bereave- 
ment Support Group will meet 

on six successive Thursdays from 1:30 
to 3:00 p.m. at JFCS of the Suncoast’s 
new Venice office at 2167 South Tami-
ami Trail (Independence Center strip 
mall) beginning Thursday, March 10.

Sponsored by JFCS and The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, 
the group will be facilitated by Com-

munity Chaplain Rabbi Jonathan R. 
Katz. The group provides an oppor-
tunity to learn how others are dealing 
with grief, gain coping insights and 
cultivate resilience. A warm and sup-
portive sense of community is fostered. 

Pre-registration is required by 
Monday, March 7. For more informa-
tion and to register, contact Rabbi Katz 
at 941.366.2224 x166 or jkatz@jfcs-
cares.org.

This program is sponsored by  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Nelle S. Miller appointed interim CEO  
of JFCS of the Suncoast

NCJW’s Human Trafficking Committee

“These we honor” 
Your Tributes

JFCS of the Suncoast has an-
nounced the appointment of Nelle 
S. Miller to the interim CEO role 

effective February 1, 2022. 
“Nelle is a strong community lead-

er who seeks out ways to collaborate 
and build impact within our nonprofit 
community. We are thrilled to have 
Nelle’s business acumen and human 
service focus in the role of JFCS inter-
im CEO,” stated Kathie Roberts, Chair 
of the JFCS Board of Directors.

Nelle is the immediate past Chair of 

the Community Foundation of Saraso-
ta County, and held recent Board Chair 
positions with Glasser Schoenbaum 
Human Services Center, All Faiths 
Food Bank and The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee. She is cur-
rently on the Education Foundation of 
Sarasota County Board of Directors, 
the Boxser Diversity Initiative Advi-
sory Board, and serves as the Commu-
nity Chair of the Federation’s LIFE & 
LEGACY® program. 

Nelle brings to JFCS an extensive 

background in non-profit lead-
ership, and a deep passion for 
creating and supporting phil-
anthropic engagement. Her 
proven track record as a board 
and governance leader with a 
focus on social justice, diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion mirrors 
the mission of JFCS in its ex-
tensive and inclusive outreach 
to our communities. With strong core 
competencies in collaboration, opera-
tions and finance, she comes prepared 

to steady the helm, 
delivering our contin-
uation of services and 
programs, and uphold-
ing the organization’s 
identity and reputation. 

With an interim 
CEO in place, JFCS 
will shortly begin its 
national search for a 

permanent president/CEO. The search 
is expected to be completed within six-
eight months.

Nelle S. Miller

JFCS of the Suncoast receives national reaccreditation
JFCS of the Suncoast has been re-

accredited by the Council on Ac-
creditation (COA) after a thorough 

assessment confirmed the organization 
offers high-quality services, has effi-
cient procedures and follows the indus-
try’s best practices. 

JFCS, one of the Florida Sun-
coast’s preeminent mental health coun-
seling and human services providers, 
has been an accredited non-profit for 
more than 20 years. The agency has 
been reaccredited through August 31, 
2025.

The Council on Accreditation, 
based in New York, accredits organi-
zations around the country and beyond 

that provide child welfare, behavioral 
health, and community-based human 
and social services.

“Let me again say how significant 
this achievement is,” Jody Levison- 
Johnson, COA’s President and CEO, 
said in a letter to JFCS. “It represents 
the fulfillment of countless hours of 
hard work and the dedication of many 
people – most notably your staff and 
the members of your board and/or 
leadership.”

Non-profits can voluntarily seek 
and work toward accreditation every 
four years to achieve external valida-
tion for the quality of services they 
provide. The accreditation process  

provides a framework for organizations 
to continuously improve and offer evi-
dence-based practices that support cli-
ents and the community.

“Accreditation lets our staff, cli-
ents, donors and community know that 
we provide high-quality services and 
follow best practices,” said Dr. Stacy 

Lang, JFCS’ Chief of Behavioral 
Health Services. “Clients can be con-
fident they are receiving those services 
in the most professional, competent, 
appropriate ways.”

For more information on JFCS, 
please visit jfcs-cares.org.

LEARN MORE AT CONSERVATIONFOUNDATION.COM
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Temple Emanu-El represented at new Israeli museum

Temple Sinai creates Purim 
baskets for Aviva residents$3000
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Anu: The Museum of the Jewish 
People – located in Tel Aviv 
and one of the largest Jewish 

museums in the world – recently in-
vited Temple Emanu-El to participate 
in its groundbreaking Com.Unity proj-
ect. This online resource allows people 
across the globe to virtually meet and 
experience Jewish congregations, and 
to learn about their values, vision, sig-
nificant events and special traditions. 
In addition to North American Jewish 
communities such as Temple Ema-
nu-El, Com.Unity includes synagogues 
in Jerusalem, Malta, Japan, Nigeria 
and more.

Designed by Kim Sheintal with 
the support of Israel Committee Chair 
Nina Levitt, the Com.Unity page 
spotlights Temple Emanu-El’s award- 

winning Starfish Initiative (which 
serves kindergarten students at a local 
Title 1 school), intergenerational edu-
cational programs, innovative worship 
services, and signature events such as 
the annual Blessing of the Animals and 
Mitzvah Day. 

“Temple Emanu-El thrives with 
activity,” Sheintal wrote. “Every day, 
there are classes, lectures, films, per-
formances, special ceremonies and 
traditions.” Colorful photographs of 
temple members and facts about Tem-
ple Emanu-El’s history round out the 
Com.Unity page.

“We are honored and thrilled to be 
included in this important initiative of 
Anu: The Museum of the Jewish Peo-
ple,” Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman 
commented, “and grateful to Nina for 

alerting us to this opportunity, and to 
Kim for creating such a beautiful page. 
This invitation was all the more mean-
ingful because we plan to visit the mu-
seum on our next trip to Israel!”

For more information about Anu, 
visit anumuseum.org.il. For more in-
formation about Temple Emanu-El, 
please visit sarasotatemple.org.

A screenshot of Temple Emanu-El’s Com.Unity page on the website of  
Anu: The Museum of the Jewish People

In celebration of Purim, Temple 
Sinai is sending mishloach manot 
baskets to Aviva Senior Living’s 

Anchin Memory Care and Benderson 
Skilled Nursing residents. The bags 
will be delivered the week of March 7 
so residents will have them in time for 
Purim, celebrated on March 16 and 17 
this year.

Purim baskets are traditional-
ly gifts of food or drink that are sent 
to family, friends and those in need 
on Purim day. The mitzvah of giving 
mishloach manot is derived from the 
Book of Esther and is meant to ensure 
that everyone has enough food for the 
Purim feast held later in the day, and 
to increase love and friendship among 
Jews and their neighbors. 

“We offer everyone in our con-
gregation the opportunity to purchase 

greetings that they can send to some-
one within the Temple Sinai commu-
nity,” said event chair Lisa Naiburg. 
“The people receive a Purim basket 
(limit one per person) along with a list 
of all those who purchased greetings in 
their name. Or, they can choose to have 
their basket sent to an Aviva resident,” 
she explained. The baskets will be cre-
ated by the temple’s religious school 
with adult supervision. 

“Temple Sinai’s efforts are so 
greatly appreciated,” said Maria Leon-
ardo, Aviva’s Director of Life En-
richment & Volunteers. “The temples 
never forget our residents and always 
make them feel loved and not forgot-
ten. It is so important that our residents 
feel connected to our community, and 
these baskets are a beautiful reminder 
of that,” she said.

Every woman Every woman 
matters here.matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 

Nashim” ] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers and 

agents of change. Each member contributes 
$518, and each has an equal voice in directing 

our funds. The giving circle model multiplies individual actions, 
creating a tremendous collective impact. 

In the last seven years, we have distributed more than $307,000  
in grants to nonprofits in Israel that help women and children of  
all backgrounds live safer, healthier and more meaningful lives.

Our Mission
To enhance the lives of Jewish women 
and children who are in need of help  
and live in Israel.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org
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Your joy: Is it elusive or unequivocal?
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7BMarch 2022FOCUS ON YOUTH

Liza Collier, Dylan Weitzner, Iyar Ben-Herut, 
Sadie Schwartz

Your joy: Is it elusive or unequivocal?
Education 

Corner
By Sara Steinmetz

How does your sense of joy 
measure up? If joy were to be 
measurable, where would you 

suspect you would gauge it on the ba-
rometer? Does joy ever feel elusive? 
Do you ever feel that although our gen-
eration is blessed with physical ameni-
ties and material privileges that were 
non-existent just a few decades ago, 
in today’s day and age, joy can often 
times feel abstract? Do you ever feel 
that the sense of joy can be far-flung 
or sometimes obscure with all of life’s 
pressures and expectations?

Unless you’re the parent of a col-
icky baby or a toddler with tantrums, 
it is interesting to note that happiness 
is a natural state. In fact, when a child 
is unhappy or crying, we ask, “What’s 
the matter?” or “What’s wrong?” This 
is because sadness, unhappiness and 
crying are altered states from what is 
natural. Sadness, or the opposite of 
happiness, often strikes when a child 
or adult compares himself or herself to 
another and is overtaken by discontent 
or jealousy usually related to materi-
alism, family dynamics, vacations or 
holiday celebrations.

Of course, it is not detrimental to 
aspire for greater or better. However, 
if that leads one down a path of sad-

ness, depression or discontent, it can 
lead one to be overcome with negative 
emotions.

Joy is an emotion – an inner emo-
tion, that can also be expressed as glad-
ness of heart, elation or an excitement 
that is more than just external. The rea-
son to highlight this theme is because 
this year on the Jewish calendar is a 
leap year, reflected by the fact that we 
have two months called Adar – Adar 1 
and Adar 2. The reason that the focus 
of Adar is joy is because, as per the sto-
ry of Purim, it is the month in which 
grief was reversed to joy. The Talmud 
states that when the month of Adar en-
ters, we increase in joy.

Let’s consider the benefits of joy. 
From a physical perspective, joyful-
ness, laughter and happiness have 
been recognized to provide health 
benefits. From a spiritual perspective, 
when we are joyful, we are more ca-
pable of drawing down the potential 
for blessings. Often, there is a blessing 
in store for us, but we need a conduit 
with which to draw it down. Often, the 
performance of a mitzvah acts as the 
channel through which we draw down 
blessings. Yet, another manner which 
elicits the actualization of blessings is 
through inner joy.

Yes, it’s inevitable that we will 
from time-to-time encounter difficulty, 
hardships and struggles. And although 
a first response may include sadness, 
gloom and grief, the month of Adar 
should remind us that with joy we can 
achieve much more.

When one is in a mindset that is 

wrapped in sorrow or self-pity, one 
should find opportunities to focus on 
others. When we bring joy to others, 
we can’t help but feel joyful, and that 
joy breaks the barrier. Make your joy 
unequivocal and remember that joy  
actualizes the potential for blessings.

What are you doing today to bring 
more joy and the potential of blessings 
into your life?

Wishing you and yours a happy 
and joyous Purim holiday!
Sara Steinmetz is the Education Direc-
tor at Chabad of Sarasota.

For more information about STEP,  
go to JFEDSRQ.org/STEP or contact  
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2109.

Temple Sinai celebrates 
Tu B’Shevat
By Gail Glickman

Tu B’Shevat, an ecological hol-
iday, reminds Jews of our con-
nection to the earth and our role 

as caretakers of the environment. Tem-
ple Sinai has a strong tradition of em-
phasizing the importance of the earth 
on this special holiday called the Birth-
day of the Trees. 

Temple Sinai’s Religious School 
students celebrated Tu B’Shevat on 
Sunday, January 23, enjoying a won-
derful celebration with over 60 kids, 
parents, teachers and madrichim in 
attendance. The day began with an 
engaging and musical service led by 
Rabbi Samantha Kahn, Chazzan Cliff 
Abramson and Bethany Leinweber, 
Director of Youth Education. There 
was singing, blessings, a story and a 
skit, followed by a program 
by the teachers and madri-
chim of Temple Sinai Reli-
gious School. The students 
and parents split into groups 
by grades and built and paint-
ed birdhouses and listened to 
Geveret Illene teach all about 
Jewish National Fund and the 
importance of planting trees 
in Israel. The day ended with 
the distribution of delicious 
fruitcake inspired by the sev-
en species of Israel made by Neshama 
Gourmet. Bethany exclaimed, “Every-
one had a blast!”

The Gan at Temple Sinai students 
and teachers celebrated the holiday of 
Tu B’Shevat in the classrooms. The 
teachers taught the students all the 
wonderful gifts that the trees give to 

animals and people and how we should 
help to take care of them. The teach-
ers read aloud books about the holiday 
and the trees. Art projects and activi-
ties included student-made bird feeders 
to hang on trees in The Gan teaching 
garden; painted tree murals of the four 

seasons; a felt board decorated to show 
the birthday of the trees; a sensory bin 
to plant flowers; and coffee filter flow-
ers to add to the school-wide mural. 
The students and teachers sang “Hap-
py Birthday” to the trees in English 
and Hebrew, and everyone enjoyed the 
Birthday Celebration of Trees!

Ariella Graber and Lucy Thomas

https://www.jfedsrq.org/step
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READ—GATHER—GROW
PJ Library® has partnered with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
to provide families raising Jewish children with the gift of free, high-quality 
children’s books, music, and resources that foster deeper engagement with 
Jewish life in our community.

Join one of our PJ programs below  
to start enhancing your family’s Jewish journey.

Children 6 mo. - 8 yrs.

Sign-up at 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Children 8 - 12

Sign-up at 
pjourway.org

For more information, contact  
Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
941.343.2109

PJ Library Sarasota-Manatee is generously 
funded in part by Edie and David Chaifetz.

A program of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, PJ Library & PJ 
Our Way engages children between birth and age 12, and their families, with 
books and activities that enhance their Jewish journey. Throughout the year, 
families gather for story times and other special programs where they can 
socialize and meet new friends. PJ is for any family raising Jewish children – 
affiliated, unaffiliated, interfaith or non-traditional. The program is completely 
free for families, thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, Edie and David Chaifetz, the Federation and other generous donors.

Parenting in today’s world
By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector

As a mom, I sometimes find it 
a challenge, balancing disci-
pline, redirection and no reac-

tion to my children’s behavior. We are 
told by society that we need to have 
“perfectly” disciplined children, but 
what does that mean and why should 

we comply?
In our Jewish 

faith, we are guid-
ed by the Torah 
and its teachings. 
Parenting our chil-
dren is not only a 
partnership with 
the other parent 
and with our child/

children, but also a commandment 
from God. We, including our children, 
have unique personalities, strengths 
and weaknesses. As parents, we need 
to find and encourage our child’s 
strengths. With their weaknesses, we 
should show them how to grow in a 
way that works for them. It might be 
an app, a book or time together. When 
things do not go as planned, we need to 
remember what the boundaries are and 
how to get back within them and sup-
port our children in learning strategies 
for coping. 

So, what is that “perfect” ratio 
for each child between positive ver-
sus negative balance? For some, it’s 
80% positive and 20% negative, while 
for others it may be 70% positive and 
30% negative. How do we juggle all of 
this? Many experts recommend a ratio 
of 50% love, 25% law and 25% blind 
eye. We need to take a step back when 
things go awry and focus on the child’s 
good intent, reminding them what that 
was. It is best to focus on the child’s 

MG Berman

bright existence and not their negative 
behavior. 

Sometimes, this is hard when we 
are in the moment of craziness, and ev-
erything feels like it is exploding. We 
must be reminded that our kids still 
need us to guide and protect them from 
the madness. Tantrums may happen at 
home while others happen when out in 
public. Regardless of where this hap-
pens, remember you are the parent, you 
love your child and you are not alone. 
It takes a village to raise our kids, and 
PJ Library is part of your village. 

When your little one does make a 
mistake, tell them directly when they 
are in the action, and suggest a change 
from what they are currently doing to 
something more positive. For example, 
if they are running in the house, tell 
them to use “walking feet.” Another 
example is if you recognize they want 
to play with the toy that their sibling 
has, suggest they share one of their toys 
for awhile. This may not always work, 
and you may have to do more to help 
them learn from their negative choices. 
We must always strive to model the be-
havior we want from our children.

Being an active parent is hard 
work. I am right there with you. It is 
hard, tiring and sometimes not very 
fulfilling. Together as a community we 
can collaborate and raise wonderful, 
socially healthy children. We are a vil-
lage together. 

For more information about PJ  
Library and PJ Our Way of Sarasota- 
Manatee, contact me at mgberman@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0027. You may 
also contact Jessi Sheslow, Teen & 
Family Programs Manager, at jsheslow 
@jfedsrq.com or 941.343.2109. 

Community Day School Head of School Dan Ceaser (at left) and Michael Bloch  
with 6th grade students Blake Davidson and Evan Valdivia

Make someone    
feel special   
on their birthday 
by making a donation  
in their name.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115

Join us for our 2ND ANNUAL AFIKOMAN HUNT!  
Enjoy PJ story time about Passover,  
then run and search for the afikoman  
to win super fun prizes! 

Sunday • Sunday • April 17 • April 17 • 3:00PM3:00PM  

QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
Contact Jessi Sheslow    
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109

afikomanafikoman
Nathan Benderson Park Pavilion 
5851 Nathan Benderson Circle 
Sarasota (near the playground)

hunthunt

https://www.jfedsrq.org/pj
http://www.pjourway.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/directory
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Read the current and previous  
editions of The Jewish News at  

jfedsrq.org/jewish-news

Parenting in today’s world

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee will award more than $90,000  
in education scholarships to eligible students for the 2022-2023 school year.

APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 10

$5,000
Jacqueline Siegel- 

Frascella Scholarship

$4,000
Ned and Janet Sinder  

Scholarship

$2,000
Michelson Interfaith  

Scholarship

$500
B’nai B’rith Gulf Coast Lodge 

Scholarship

Renewable  
for  4 Years

Melissa Wides Foundation 
Education Scholarship

AWARDS VARY
The Jewish  
Federation  

Scholarship Fund
and

Ronald and Geri Yonover 
Scholarship

$1,000
Betty Schoenbaum Fund

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

For more information contact
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.343.2109

APPLY ONLINE AT JFEDSRQ.org/EducationScholarships
(Incomplete applications will not be considered)

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

Get more information 
on scholarships at 
the website below.



ATTENTION 
STUDENTS

UP
TO

Low student:teacher ratios

Individualized instruction

Outdoor learning and play

for all

Hebrew and Spanish offered

4335 Wilkinson Road  |  Sarasota, FL 34233  |  communityday.org  |  941-552-2770

Serving Preschool - Grade 8
Join Us On Our New Campus!

Torah Academy

Daily fine arts

Athletics for all K-8

Accredited by FCIS, FKC &

Prizmah

HERSHORIN SCHIFF

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL

Acclaimed civil rights litigator Michael Bloch  
meets with students at Community Day School
Civil rights litigator Michael 

Bloch visited Hershorin Schiff 
Community Day School on Fri-

day, January 28 as part of the school’s 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day commemoration.

As a tenacious litigator, Bloch 
has taken on several high-profile civil 
rights cases, including the federal law-
suit he led against the organizers of the 
deadly “Unite the Right” rally in Char-
lottesville, Virginia. Bloch discussed 

his fight for civil rights with students 
across all grade levels. In the process, 
Community Day School students con-
sidered the ongoing struggle against 
white supremacy and racism, both yes-
terday and today.

Bloch gave the students a close-
up look at the November 2021 trial 
of Richard Spencer and other white 
supremacists responsible for the Char-
lottesville rally in 2017. To make the 
historical connection clear, the slide-

show accompanying his talk contrasted 
archival images of Hitler and his Nazi 
thugs with violent scenes of modern- 
day white supremacists in Charlottes-
ville. Inevitable? Only if good people 
do nothing.

“I’m here to talk about what each 
of us can do to fight injustice, hatred 
and racism,” he said.

His top advice for the Communi-
ty Day students? “Stand up and speak 
out. Join a protest march, or volunteer 
at an organization that supports peace 
and justice. Or simply speak out when 
someone says something inappropri-
ate. Stand up against hatred. Stand up 
against racism.”

Paraphrasing celebrated civil rights 

activist Rabbi Israel Dresner, Bloch 
added that, “Second only to silence, the 
greatest danger to man is loss of faith 
in man’s capacity to act.”

“We have a system of laws and 
justice in the United States,” said 
Bloch. “We used that to successfully 
fight and defund white supremacists 
in the Charlottesville case. We proved 
that they had a conspiracy to commit 
violence and we won. But more than 
that, the community of Charlottesville, 
represented by this jury and by others, 
showed that this kind of hate is not 
acceptable in their community. They 
stood up to hate and injustice, and each 
one of you can, too.”

Community Day School Head of School Dan Ceaser (at left) and Michael Bloch  
with 6th grade students Blake Davidson and Evan Valdivia

Make someone    
feel special   
on their birthday 
by making a donation  
in their name.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115

http://www.communityday.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/educationscholarships
https://www.jfedsrq.org/tribute
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Temple Emanu-El Religious School celebrates  
Tu B’Shevat with fun, learning and Tikkun Olam

Eliana Lasko-Scott and Alana DeRowe with their decorated flowerpots

By Sabrina Silverberg, MARE, Temple Emanu-El Director of Education

Tu B’Shevat, also called Rosh 
Hashanah La’Ilanot or the 
“New Year of the Trees,” is a 

minor Jewish holiday with a big mes-
sage. It is a festive occasion that cel-
ebrates the birthday of the trees and 
marks the start of spring in Israel. Con-
sidered the Jewish Arbor Day, the holi-
day is a special opportunity to practice 
Tikkun Olam (world repair) and affirm 
our responsibility for the earth and its 
conservation. Tu B’Shevat has also be-
come a symbolic date for restoring and 
strengthening the Jewish connection to 
the land of Israel.

On Sunday, January 9, kindergarten 

through fifth-grade students at Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School celebrated 
Tu B’Shevat by fulfilling the mitzvah 
of tasting 15 varieties of fruits. Why 
15? This symbolic minhag (custom) 
developed to mark the date of the holi-
day: the 15th day of the Hebrew month 
of Shevat. As part of the celebration, 
students planted marigolds, completed 
educational packets and created hand-
prints with personal promises on how 
they plan to take care of Planet Earth. 

The sixth and seventh graders ob-
served Tu B’Shevat with an ecological 
field trip at the Celery Fields. The pro-
gram was led and facilitated by Temple 

Emanu-El President Barry Gerber on 
behalf of the Audubon Society. As part 
of a lesson on achrayut (responsibility) 
and ecology, the students learned about 
the park’s animal habitat and worked 
on spreading mulch and beautified the 

park. It was a meaningful day filled 
with engaging hands-on learning.

For more information about Tem-
ple Emanu-El Religious School, call 
941.378.5567 or visit sarasotatemple.
org.

Kindergarten and first grade students enjoyed nature storytime with teacher “Morah Felicia” DeRowe

Sixth and seventh graders volunteered at the Audubon Society and Celery Fields

22002222

QUESTIONS?   Contact Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org    |   941.343.2109

O  n January 10, our STEP teens volunteered at All Faiths Food Bank.  Together, we   
  packed 800 school backpacks with food for children who are at or below the poverty 
   line in Sarasota County. We discussed the importance of giving back and why,  

as Jews, it is so important.

This year, on Tu B’Shvat, the birthday of the trees, STEP gathered at TreeUmph to discuss how 
Judaism informs environmentalism.  In Genesis 2:15, it states, “The Eternal One took the man 
and placed him in the garden of Eden, to till it and protect it.” Our teens discussed how special 
the earth is and what they can do to protect it, just as Judaism commands. After a meaningful 
discussion, we physically went up into the trees for an exhilarating adventure!



11BMarch 2022JEWISH HAPPENINGS

Jewish HappeningsJewish Happenings
All event and program times listed in The Jewish News are Eastern Time Zone unless otherwise indicated.

Kindergarten and first grade students enjoyed nature storytime with teacher “Morah Felicia” DeRowe

“Intro to Judaism” with Rabbi Stuart Altshuler
Join Temple Beth Sholom on Tuesdays in March at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
as we examine every aspect of Jewish life: the Jewish calendar, holidays, 
Shabbat, kashrut, Jewish sacred literature, Jewish life cycle, Hebrew read-
ing, Jewish history and all the contemporary issues from abortion to the 
role of women. No cost, but donations are always welcome. Please register 
at templebethsholomfl.org/events. For more information, call the Temple 
Beth Sholom office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.
org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 1TUESDAY, MARCH 1

Jewish Women’s Book Club
Join the most popular Jewish Women’s book club in town at “Caffeine for 
the Soul.” Get your weekly social and spiritual boost over a roundtable 
discussion led by Chaya Rivka Schmerling. The book club meets on 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela 
Lane, Venice (outdoors). For more information, contact Chaya Rivka at 
941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

Hadassah Fashion Show
Join the Greater Venice Chapter of Hadassah for a fashion show at noon 
at the Venetian River Club at 502 Veneto Blvd., North Venice. The cost of 
$30 includes lunch. Proof of vaccination is required. Send a check, payable 
to Hadassah, to Ruth Bauers, 4220 Tennyson Way, Venice, FL 34293. For 
more information, call Ruth at 941.716.4172.

The Shmooze
Join us for a weekly community social gathering to shmooze and enjoy 
time together. “Bagels. Lox. & Shmooze” is an opportunity for you to 
make new friends, see familiar faces and be part of the community. Open 
to the entire community – young and old – this event takes place from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. at Chabad of Venice (outdoors), 21560 Angela Lane. 
The suggested donation is $10. RSVP at chabadofvenice.com/shmooze. 
For more information, contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 941.493.2770 
or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

Reb Ari Shapiro Presents Ecclesiastes
Join Temple Sinai’s Reb Ari Shapiro every Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. on 
Zoom as he presents Ecclesiastes, a book of wisdom literature written 
by King Solomon. Ecclesiastes reflects the ideas of one who questioned 
the doctrine of retributive justice associated with wisdom theology. The 
author’s observations of life convinced him that life is a mystery, and in 
the face of this uncertainty, one should enjoy the good things that God 
provides while one has them to enjoy. For more information and the Zoom 
link, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

ORT Celebrates Barbra Streisand
Sarasota-Manatee ORT welcomes you to the virtual exhibit of “Hello 
Gorgeous” at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Save a trip to the Jewish Museum of 
Florida in Miami. “Hello Gorgeous” is an eclectic exhibition of costumes, 
photos, videos, record album covers and other objects celebrating the life 
of Barbra Streisand. The cost is $18 (payable to ORT America). Additional 
contributions are appreciated. For more information and the Zoom link, 
contact Kim Sheintal at klapshein@aol.com or 941.921.1433.

Facebook.com/jfedsrq
Stay connected.

Like and share

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO 
with your unwanted valuables?

Diam  nd Trading
Company, Inc.

Call Marc at 941.321.0707
Over 60 Years Experience | Personal and confidential

Discreetly dispose of an unneeded or  
unwanted diamond ring or an entire collection  

of beloved jewelry, coins, precious metals!

6 

Shawniece Boss, DPM

CortezFootAndAnkle.com

2022 Winter Opera Festival
presents

Tickets: SarasotaOpera.org | (941) 328-1300

Tosca 
by Giacomo Puccini

NOW to March 19, 2022

The Daughter 
of the Regiment
by Gaetano Donizetti

NOW to March 18, 2022

The Pearl Fishers 
by Georges Bizet

March 5 - 19, 2022

Attila
by Giuseppe Verdi

March 12 - 22, 2022

The Winter Opera Festival is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Cul-
ture and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, Paid in part by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues.

All operas performed in the original language with translations above the stage.

http://www.cortezfootandankle.com
http://www.sarasotaopera.org
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Opening Night Jewish Film Festival – Tiger Within

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2

Tiger Within is the story of an unlikely friendship between a homeless 
teen and a Holocaust survivor, sparking larger questions of fear, forgive-
ness, healing and world peace. The film stars the late multiple Emmy 
Award-winning actor Ed Asner in his final performance. Join us at 7:00 
p.m. at the Sarasota Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Trail. To reg-
ister, please visit jfedsrq.org/jff. For more information, contact Jeremy 
Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

Sarasota Jewish Theater: The Interview
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Bracha Weissman is a Holocaust survivor who has never talked about her 
experiences. She is preparing to be interviewed for a Shoah project and 
gets cold feet about opening up her life to a total stranger the evening be-
fore the interview. Compounding the problem, the interviewer, Ann, is a 
local history teacher who has volunteered to take testimony for this Shoah 
video history project. As this is Ann’s first interview, she has no idea what 
she is getting herself into. The Interview, by Faye Sholiton, with New York 
Actress Geraldine LiBrandi, was workshopped at the Cleveland Playhouse 
and is a Florida west coast premiere! Katherine Michelle Tanner, Jeanette 
Dudash and Philip Troyer round out the cast. Performances are 90 minutes 
and take place at The Players Centre for Performing Arts (“Studio 1130” 
at the Crossings at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota) as 
follows: Wednesday, March 2, Thursday, March 3 and Saturday, March 5 
at 7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, March 6 at 1:30 and 5:30 p.m. Tickets range in 
price from $18 to $36 and sponsorship opportunities are available; visit 
jfedsrq.org/SJT. For more information, email Carole Kleinberg at info@
SarasotaJewishTheater.org.

Torah Trails: Sinai on Siesta
Talk Torah with Temple Sinai’s Rabbi Samantha Kahn while walking on 
the beach. This event takes place the first Wednesday of every month at 
9:00 a.m. Meet at Siesta Key Pavilion, 948 Beach Road, Siesta Key. All 
are welcome. For more information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

“Turning Points in Jewish History” 
Join Temple Beth Sholom’s Rabbi Stuart Altshuler every Wednesday 
in March at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom as we look at Jewish history, not in a 
linear fashion, year by year, but by the major turning points in Jewish 
history: Our origins in Mesopotamia and Egypt; Sinai: The Prophets; The 
Fall of Jerusalem in 586 BCE to the Rise of 19th-Century Nationalism and 
Antisemitism; Eastern European Jewry; The Shoah; Zionism and the Birth 
of the State of Israel. No cost, but donations are always welcome. Please 
register at templebethsholomfl.org/events. For more information, call the 
temple office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Temple Emanu-El’s Virtual “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Grab a bite to eat, log into Zoom 
and join Temple Emanu-El Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Associate 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for socializ-
ing and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish interest. This 
popular monthly program has become a hit online as new and old friends 
enjoy the opportunity to gather virtually. All are invited to this free event at 
noon. Please call 941.371.2788 to receive the private Zoom link.

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai”
Judaism places great emphasis on action. As a result, many Jews are un-
aware of another important facet of the Jewish tradition: deeply meaning-
ful teachings about mindfulness, spirituality and meditative practices. This 
six-week Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) course advances the uniquely 
Jewish approaches to these fascinating topics. The course will both inspire 
and practically guide you so that you can reap the benefits of a more spir-
itual and mindful life. Join us on Wednesdays, March 2 and 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
on Zoom or at The Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton). The 
course fee is $75 (textbook included). For more information, contact Rabbi 
Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Send your monthly  
Jewish Happenings to 

jewishnews@jfedsrq.org

1050 South Tuttle Avenue Sarasota, FL   

 941.955.8121

Info@TempleBethSholomFL.org 

www.TempleBethSholomFL.org
Temple.Beth.Sholom

Visit our website or Facebook page for more details 

Daily morning Minyan                                    8:00 a.m.
Tues. Intro to Judaism                                      10:00 a.m.
Wed. Turning Points in Jewish History     10:00 a.m.
Thur. Conversational Hebrew 1                    10:30 a.m.
Friday Conversational Hebrew 2                 10:00 a.m.
Friday night service                                            6:30 p.m.
Saturday morning service                              9:30 a.m.

Various classes and special events!

welcomes you!

Temple Beth Sholom
Sarasota's Conservative Synagogue

At Temple Beth Sholom, everyone is welcome! 
Now, as always, TBS is your home.

"Where community is family and egalitarian Conservative Judaism
thrives in Sarasota through prayer, learning, and community service.”

TempleBethSholomFL

MASK EXTRAVAGANZA 
Double mask!  
(Wear your Purim &  
your Covid masks!)

TUESDAY
MARCH 29, 2022 
4:00PM – 6:00PM

Made possible by the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels’  
Endowment Fund for Adult Senior Programs and Services.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy at  
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

  To 
reg

ist
er,

 go
 to JFEDSRQ.ORG/EVENTS

7275 S. Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota

schmoozing!justjust
LIVE

Come and meet fellow tribe members for fun  
and laughs. Cash bar and complimentary light nosh.

http://www.templebethsholomfl.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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THURSDAY, MARCH 3THURSDAY, MARCH 3

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota

3:00 p.m. - Thou Shall Not Hate
3:00 p.m. - Plan A

7:00 p.m. - Persian Lessons
7:00 p.m. - Love & Mazel Tov

“The Archeology and Meaning  
of the Dead Sea Scrolls”

Archeological enthusiast Steven Stark-Riemer presents his sixth and final 
session discussing the history of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the most import-
ant collection of Jewish texts from the Second Temple Period centuries 
and before the rise of Christianity. Many scholars have described them as 
perhaps the most important archaeological discovery of the 20th century. 
The class begins at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. The cost for the series is $45 for 
Temple Beth Sholom members and $60 for non-members. Please register 
at templebethshilomfl.org/events. For more information, call the temple 
office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Fluid Dance at Temple Emanu-El
Fluid Dance is a creative movement practice for women of all ages that 
relaxes nervous systems, energizes bodies and awakens souls through 
powerful, free-flowing dance repertoires set to world music and American 
classics. The class is helpful in relieving tension and stiffness, and gently 
brings free flow back into the body. Instructor Linda Joffe draws on ex-
pertise in modern dance, yoga and more. Sessions continue on Thursday, 
March 10, 24 and 31, and are for women only. Join us at 10:00 a.m. at 
Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. The cost per class is 
$10. For more information and reservations, please contact Linda Joffe at 
lindajoffe534@gmail.com.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022: Anne Easter Smith
Award-winning author Anne Easter Smith’s books “...grab you, sweep 
you along with the story, and make you fall in love with the characters...” 
(Historical Novels Review). Anne will talk about her publishing journey, 
becoming the author of six biographical historical novels in her 60s. A 
native of England, her series of six novels set during the Wars of the  
Roses was inspired by her passion for King Richard III. A book signing 
will follow the free presentation, which begins at 3:30 p.m. at Aviva 
Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to 
Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Chabad of Sarasota Honors  
Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz & Anne Stein

Chabad of Sarasota is hosting its 27th annual gala at 6:30 p.m. at Selby 
Gardens, 1534 Mound Street, Sarasota. The honorees are Rabbi Chaim 
Steinmetz and Anne Stein, also known as the Rabbi and the Rebel. The 
event is co-chaired by Dr. Barry Stein and Sara Steinmetz. The Glatt 
Kosher dinner will be catered by Michael’s On East. Tickets for the gala 
are $200. To purchase your ticket, sponsor or support this fundraising 
effort, visit sarasotachabad.com/gala.

“To Do or Not to Do”
Temple Sinai’s Reb Ari Shapiro will explore the art of making conscious 
choices at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. The course will study the various customs, 
superstitions, traditions and laws of Judaism with a discussion as to their 
original intent and their relevance in the 21st century. Topics include Torah 
Laws, The Word of God, Life Cycle Events, Holidays, Prayer, Supersti-
tions, Food and Eating. For more information and the Zoom link, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  
or activities, report it:or activities, report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SRQSafe

REPORT 
IT!

COMMUNITY SECURITY INITIATIVE

Read the current and previous 
editions of The Jewish News  

online at jfedsrq.org.

For complete details 
and to order tickets, 
visit jfedsrq.org/jff
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TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL CELEBRATES JEWISH MUSIC MONTH WITH 
THE FOURTH ANNUAL FLORENCE KATZ MEMORIAL CONCERT 

A choir concert featuring songs from Billy Joel, Barbra Streisand,                                                                                           
Carole King, Stephen Sondheim & more! 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022 - 7:00 PM  
Concert & Reception $50. VIP Seating $75                                                                  

Reservations: (941) 383-3428, www.tbi-lbk.org 
Advanced Registration Required – by Friday, March 18                                                                  

 
Special Sponsorships Available:                                                                                                     
$1000 Florence Katz Patron Society – 4 comp tickets                                                         
$500 Carole Klionsky Memorial – 2 comp tickets                                                                                       
$250 Friends of the Choir – 1 complimentary ticket 
*All proceeds will directly benefit the TBI Choir* 
MEET THE CHOIR & GUEST ARTISTS AT A                                             
CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE CONCERT! 

 
 TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL - 567 BAY ISLES ROAD, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/jff
https://www.jfedsrq.org/srqsafe
http://wwwtbi-lbk.org
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FRIDAY, MARCH 4FRIDAY, MARCH 4

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota

Noon - Code Name Ayalon
Noon - Betrayed

3:00 p.m. - Neighbours
3:00 p.m. - Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem Begin

Temple Emanu-El Presents “Shabbat Italiano”
Join the Sisterhood and Brotherhood of Temple Emanu-El for this festive 
Italian-themed Shabbat celebration! We’ll begin with a delicious Italian 
dinner of chicken marsala, vegetable lasagna, pasta with meatballs and 
pasta primavera with custom decorations to reflect the Italian spirit. Shab-
bat services follow, with a sermon focusing on the unique and fascinating 
experience and contributions of the Jews of Italy. Sabato di pace – Shabbat 
Shalom! The event begins at 5:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. The cost is $35 per person. Reservations may be made 
online at sarasotatemple.org. For more information, contact Susan Meisel 
at susan.meisel@gmail.com or 585.797.4189.

Temple Sinai’s Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
At 7:00 p.m., Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin presents Tikkun HaNefesh: “Fixing the 
Broken Hallelujah,” followed by Erev Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Salkin 
and Chazzan Cliff Abramson. On Saturday, March 5 at 11:00 a.m., he pres-
ents Tikkun Elohim: “The Hidden Meaning of Kaddish.” At 1:00 p.m., join 
us for Tikkun Olam: “How the Jews Get Woke.” All presentations take 
place in the synagogue and on livestream (with private viewing access). 
Masks and proof of vaccination are required. Temple Sinai is located at 
4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. 
For more information and to register, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Torah Study
Every Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. we will examine the weekly Torah reading 
through the lens of contemporary commentary. You’ll be amazed at how 
topical and relevant the Parsha (weekly Torah reading) ideas and concepts 
really are. Both mystical and pragmatic, these sessions will truly elevate 
your spirit and refine your view of the world around you. This free program 
takes place at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For 
more information, contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or 
rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5SATURDAY, MARCH 5

Musical Havdalah at Temple Beth El
It’s a musical Havdalah at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 
5150 Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton. Join us at 7:00 p.m. as we bid farewell 
to Shabbat and welcome a sweet new week with songs and prayer. Enjoy 
friendship, community and a nosh. No RSVP necessary. Come sing with 
us! For more information, call Temple Beth El at 941.755.4900 or visit 
bethel-fl.org.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai”

P R E S E N T S

JUSTJUST re ere ell
EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

To see each month’s film offerings and register, visit To see each month’s film offerings and register, visit 
JFEDSRQ.ORG/JustReel

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

EDUCATION
JUST REEL EDUCATIONJUST REEL EDUCATION 

brings you film documentaries and 
biographies of Jewish-themed topics, paired 

with scholars and the director or producer 
of the film. This program is a division of 
the popular JUST REEL FILMSJUST REEL FILMS and 

is brought to you in partnership with 
Classrooms Without Borders.

Presents

4 - 7 March 2022
FSU Center

BOX OFFICE:
941.359.0099
SarasotaBallet.org

“Everything 
they do is 

human and 
marvelous.” 

– The Independent

http://www.sarasotaballet.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/justreel
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Purim Carnival at Temple Emanu-El
Temple Emanu-El Religious School invites the community to celebrate 
Purim joyfully and safely at this fabulous carnival! Enjoy a Megillah 
reading and costume parade with prizes for all, followed by carnival 
games, bounce house, climbing wall, obstacle course, dunk tank and 
more. There will be fresh burgers, kosher hot dogs and, of course, plenty 
of homemade hamentashen for all. This year’s theme is “Purim Gevurot” 
(“Purim Heroes”), so dress as your favorite first responder or essential 
worker. The fun starts at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. Admission is free. Tickets may be purchased for food, 
games and attractions. For more information, call 941.378.5567 or email 
teers@sarasotatemple.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 6SUNDAY, MARCH 6

CKids Purim Bake-Off
Join CKids as we use our culinary talents for a good cause by creating hand-
baked mishloach manot packages to sell. All proceeds go to a local charity! 
The fun begins at 11:00 a.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton. The cost is $10; free for Chabad Hebrew School students. For 
more information or to RSVP, contact Chanie Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
chanie@chabadofbradenton.com.

CTeen Regional TreeUmph Trip
Join CTeen chapters from all across the Tampa Bay area for an unbelievable 
trip to TreeUmph! Swing and soar while zip-lining and climbing through 
hundreds of ropes course obstacles! Meet at The Chabad House (5712 
Lorraine Road, Bradenton) at 12:15 p.m. The cost is $18; free for CTeen 
members. (A CTeen annual membership is $180.) Lunch is included. For 
more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@
chabadofbradenton.com.

MONDAY, MARCH 7MONDAY, MARCH 7

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota
Noon - The Good Traitor
Noon - Into the Darkness

3:00 p.m. - Wet Dog
3:00 p.m. - Here We Are
7:00 p.m. - Neighbours

7:00 p.m. - Betrayed

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai”
Join Chabad of Venice for this six-part Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) 
course (Mondays at 10:30 a.m.) on the how, why, where and when of 
divine meditation, mindful awareness and soulful transcendence. This 
course helps you access the depth of every moment by offering practical 
applications rooted in our collective Mount Sinai experience to help 
reduce anxiety and improve relationships. It provides the skills to help  
you focus on the primary music of life, and how to cope with the secon-
dary noise. Join us online via Zoom or in person at Chabad Education 
Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For more information, call Rabbi 
Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or visit chabadofvenice.com/sinai.

Our Weekly Series
Continues!

In Sarasota, Venice,
Lakewood Ranch,
and Longboat Key

at Temple Beth Israel

SARASOTA INSTITUTE
OF LIFETIME LEARNING

Tickets
Available

at the Door

Only $10

Complete Program Information

sillsarasota.org
Longboat Key SILL Video Series www.tbi-lbk.org

Temple
Beth Israel

Longboat Key

VIDEO SERIES

Mondays
& Thursdays

7:30 PM

Global Issues Series
Recognized experts give an insider’s view

of today’s world - now through April 1

Music Mondays Series
Musical Conversations with world-famous artists

contunues every Monday - now through March 28

ENJOY
ENJOY


LEARNLEARNNETWORKNETWORK BELONGBELONG ENGAGEENGAGEPARTICIPATEPARTICIPATE

JFEDSRQ.org/Events

JEWISH EVENTS!

http://www.thevowelovestory.com
http://www.sillsarasota.org
http://www.thefhm.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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MOVING?
Take The Jewish 
News with you!

Send your new address to Leslie at  
lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

TUESDAY, MARCH 8TUESDAY, MARCH 8

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota
Noon - Into the Darkness

Noon - Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem Begin
3:00 p.m. - Thou Shall Not Hate

3:00 p.m. - Tiger Within
7:00 p.m. - Persian Lessons

7:00 p.m. - The Good Traitor

Brandeis Art in the Afternoon
Join Brandeis National Committee from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 
for “A Song Grows in Brooklyn,” presented by Tony Moon. Brooklyn 
songwriters have composed much of the music of our lives and Brooklyn 
singers from all genres have been a staple on the radio. Why has  
Brooklyn given us this abundance of quality singers, songwriters and 
music VIPs? This fabulous presentation explores Carole King, Barry 
Manilow and Neil Diamond. Tony Moon spent 55 successful years in  the 
music business as an artist, agent, songwriter, producer and publisher. 
Moving to Nashville, he became a guitarist and conductor for Brenda 
Lee. He has won awards for songs released by well-known artists. 
Tickets are $18. For further information and the Zoom link, contact Maris 
Margulies at 941.757.3012 or grandamakabat@aol.com, or Janet Tolbert 
at 941.388.9624 or janetrtolbert@gmail.com.

Aviva Classical Concert Series
Three Sarasota high school students (Christopher Wheaton, pianist; Moriah 
Emrich, flutist; and Danae Tran, violinist) will perform a program of music 
at 1:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., 
Sarasota. Each won the annual Suncoast Music Scholarship competition 
offered to students in grades 10-12 in Sarasota and Manatee counties. The 
awards are offered by Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota in partnership 
with the Sarasota Music Club. This free event is open to the public. RSVP 
to Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

CHJ Educational Series Presents Donna Cornell
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ) Educational Series pre-
sents mentor and career coach Donna Cornell, author of Conquering the 
Life-Balance Hoax: One Woman’s Journey from Despair to Millionaire. In 
this live presentation, she will share her personal story to motivate others 
to learn to reach for and achieve their highest goals. In these days of added 
stress, Cornell has a handle on how to deal with and get beyond difficult 
times. This free program is sponsored by the Congregation for Humanistic 
Judaism and will be held at 2:00 p.m. at Unity Church, 3023 Proctor Road, 
Sarasota. Come hear her story. For further information, email chjsarasota@
hotmail.com or call 941.929.7771.

4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34231

Celebrate with us!

Grow with us!

Connect with us!

YOU'REYOU'REYOU'RE
INVITEDINVITEDINVITED
TOTOTO

www.templesinai-sarasota.org
(941) 924-1802

Looking for    Looking for    
            another  way              another  way  
            to advertise            to advertise    
your business? your business? 

With guaranteed category exclusivity,With guaranteed category exclusivity,**  
our weekly banner ads,  our weekly banner ads,  
get get YOURYOUR message out! message out!
Federation Eblast interactive banner 
ads are delivered to 8,0008,000 active 
subscribers each week for as low as 
$75 per ad — that’s less than a less than a 
penny per recipient!penny per recipient!

Interested? Contact Adam Kaplan at  Interested? Contact Adam Kaplan at  
akaplan@jfedsrq.org akaplan@jfedsrq.org or  or  941.552.6307941.552.6307

*We limit ads to a maximum  
   of four per Eblast and only  
  one per business profession.

             
           JFEDSRQ.org/Eblast_Advertising

JFEDSRQ.org/Eblast_Advertising

http://www.templesinai-sarasota.org
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota

Noon - Code Name Ayalon
Noon - Wet Dog

3:00 p.m. - Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem Begin
3:00 p.m. - Love & Mazel Tov

7:00 p.m. - Plan A
7:00 p.m. - Into the Darkness

Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship Series

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Classrooms Without Borders and preeminent Holocaust scholar Michael 
Berenbaum join together again as we explore the complexities of the field 
of Holocaust scholarship. The rise of antisemitism across the globe, along-
side the current data that points to a serious void in understanding about 
the Holocaust in the 21st century, shines a light on a critical need to con-
tinue the task of Holocaust scholars to honor the memory of the Shoah. In 
each program of this nine-part series, we will meet top scholars in the field 
and focus on their research and scholarship. Join us from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
on Zoom for this free series. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more 
information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

“Every Book of the Jewish Bible: First Kings”
First Kings is filled with intrigue and betrayal as it recounts the final days 
of King David, the conspiracies surrounding his succession, King Solo-
mon’s ascension, his building of the First Temple, and the division of the 
Holy Land after Solomon’s death into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Many lessons for today are held within 
First Kings, in King David’s betrayals by his own family and his most 
trusted longtime advisors. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, be-
gins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this 
month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

Dr. Mor Altshuler on Rabbi Menachem Rappaport
Dr. Mor Altshuler is a scholar, publicist and the author of The Messianic 
Secret of Hasidism and The Life of Rabbi Yosef Karo. Her career as a 
publicist and commentator includes appearing on panels on Israeli television 
and writing opinion columns, most recently in Haaretz. Dr. Altshuler is 
currently completing research in collaboration with cyber expert Dr. Amit 
Kleinmann on Rabbi Menachem Rappaport, “a Jew of the Renaissance” 
in 16th-century Italy and the forgotten inventor of modern cryptology. The 
presentation begins at 12:30 p.m. virtually on Zoom. No cost, but donations 
are always welcome. Please register at templebethsholomfl.org/events. For 
more information, call the Temple Beth Sholom office at 941.955.8121 or 
email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Historic Southside Village ∙ 1924 South Osprey Ave. ∙ Sarasota
(941) 955-9856 ∙ MortonsMarket.com

From special occasions to daily dining, 
Morton’s Market has got you covered. 

Stop in for fresh seasonal produce, prime 
cuts of meat and seafood, and hot-from-

the-oven baked goods. Choose from 
our tempting array of chef-prepared deli 
and gourmet to-go items, as well as fine 
wines, exotic cheeses and cut flowers. 

Think of us for your catered events, 
holiday menus and gift baskets too.

Serving the Sarasota area 
for over 50 years

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE   941.363.6507
OFFICE    941.349.3444

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242

Valuable market insights
TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR REAL ESTATE GOALS

Mariner Wealth Advisors (“MWA”), is an SEC registered investment adviser with its principal 
place of business in the State of Kansas. Registration of an investment adviser does not 
imply a certain level of skill or training. MWA is in compliance with the current notice 
filing requirements imposed upon registered investment advisers by those states in which 
MWA maintains clients. MWA may only transact business in those states in which it is 
notice filed or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from notice filing requirements. Any 
subsequent, direct communication by MWA with a prospective client shall be conducted 
by a representative that is either registered or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from 
registration in the state where the prospective client resides. For additional information 
about MWA, including fees and services, please contact MWA or refer to the Investment 
Adviser Public Disclosure website (www.adviserinfo.sec.gov). Please read the disclosure 
statement carefully before you invest or send money.

We’re Now Mariner Wealth Advisors.

What’s changed? Expanded client services. 
What’s the same? Trusted wealth advice.

941-365-3745 | www.marinerwealthadvisors.com 
240 S. Pineapple Ave., Suite 200, Sarasota, FL 34236

Now access private sessions
from home via                 

       Now access private sessions
            from home via    

Resilience

Wellness

Mindfulness

Meditation

Agility

Vitality

Balance

Complimentary Consultation

941.316.6893
yogatherapywithpaula@gmail

Empowered2Wellness.com

http://www.robertkrasow.michaelsaunders.com
http://www.marinerwealthadvisors.com
http://www.mortonsmarket.com
http://www.empowered2wellness.com
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THURSDAY, MARCH 10THURSDAY, MARCH 10

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota

Noon - Wet Dog
Noon - The Good Traitor

3:00 p.m. - Code Name Ayalon
3:00 p.m. - Neighbours
7:00 p.m. - Here We Are

7:00 p.m. - Thou Shall Not Hate

Rosh Chodesh Society Course
Join Chanie Bukiet for “Pray It Forward,” the fifth class of the course, 
“Well Connected.” This class will study the various elements of the liturgy, 
with a special focus on the meditations of the Shema. The possibilities of 
prayer, and how prayer can be a joyful, soulful and spontaneous experience 
will be explored. Join us at noon on Zoom or at The Chabad House (5712 
Lorraine Road, Bradenton), where lunch will be served. The course fee is 
$75 (textbook included) or $18 per class. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Enhancing Jewish Security  
in Our Local Synagogues and Community

In the aftermath of the recent attack on a Texas synagogue, Temple Beth 
Sholom welcomes Thomas Baugher, the new Security Director at The 
Jewish Federation in Sarasota-Manatee. Baugher has been in charge of 
the Sarasota FBI Office, overseeing the four surrounding counties. He has 
led the regional SWAT team, is an Emergency Medical Technician and a 
certified Crisis Management Coordinator. Come join the discussion as he 
explains what is being done in the community to prevent this disaster from 
occurring again. The presentation begins at 2:00 p.m. virtually on Zoom. 
No cost, but donations are always welcome. Please register at templebeth 
sholomfl.org/events. For more information, call the Temple Beth Sholom 
office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

“Classic Jewish Non-Fiction”
In Florida Guardianships: Who Shall Live and Who Shall Die? by  
Dr. Beverly R. Newman, read the unfathomable true stories of Jews who 
lived miserable lives or died miserable deaths in Florida guardianships in 
which they went from control over their lives to no control whatsoever, 
from freedom to lockdown, from free association to isolation. The names 
of Idelle Stern, Al Katz, Jan Garwood, Florence Eckert and Marie Winkel-
man will sear in your memories as Jewish victims of professional guard-
ianship abuse, forever severed from their normal lives and deprived of their 
assets. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and 
receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11FRIDAY, MARCH 11

Jewish Film Festival Screenings

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Regal Hollywood 
1993 Main St., Sarasota

Noon - Tiger Within
Noon - Here We Are
3:00 p.m. - Plan A

3:00 p.m. - Love & Mazel Tov

“Shabbat Unplugged” at Temple Emanu-El
The community is invited to “Shabbat Unplugged” – an intimate Shabbat 
worship service featuring a piano, a single musical leader and a selection 
of warm and engaging acoustic music. This unique and inviting prayer ex-
perience is described by Temple Emanu-El rabbis as “a great opportunity 
to showcase different sounds and melodies that continually elevate our 
worship. I can’t wait to gather around the piano as a community and be led 
in song during ‘Shabbat Unplugged.’” This free event begins at 7:15 p.m. 
at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more information, 
call the temple office at 941. 371.2788.

CHJ Purim Celebration
Be your best Queen Esther, Haman or come as you are and join mem-
bers of the Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ) at 10:30 a.m. for 
a musical program under the leadership of Diane Schulman and Lynne 
Hodalski-Champagne. This free event takes place at Unity Church, 3023 
Proctor Road, Sarasota. Groggers are welcome! For further information, 
email chjsarasota@hotmail.com or call 941.929.7771.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12SATURDAY, MARCH 12

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115 

Make someone
feel special 
by making a donation in 
their name.

FEDw
e 

ar
e

Enriching Jewish Hearts

jfedsrq.org   •   941.371.4546

Your Federation strives to enrich Jewish hearts in our Sarasota-Manatee 
community — from life-changing trips to Israel for teens, community 

leaders and mothers and fathers to our Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
(STEP) to Gulf Coast Hillel and much more. 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/tribute
https://www.jfedsrq.org
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SUNDAY, MARCH 13SUNDAY, MARCH 13

Jewish Film Festival Screening – Closing Event

For complete details and to order tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/jff.
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza  

at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113. 
 

Sarasota Event Center
600 N. Beneva Rd., Sarasota
2:00 p.m. - Greener Pastures

“Speak Out, Stand Up Against Antisemitism”
An outspoken Holocaust survivor has warned the world of global 
pandemic policies that discriminate against minorities like the prelude 
to the Holocaust “in which the Nazis used the psychological weapons 
of fear and propaganda to impose a genocidal regime; demonized Jews 
as the spreaders of disease and the cause of their misery; systematically 
obliterated moral norms and values; and destroyed their social conscience 
in the name of public health.” This survivor’s message is reiterated by 
numerous other survivors. This class, “Survivors Views of Global Public 
Health Policies,” presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and 
receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, MARCH 14MONDAY, MARCH 14

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting
Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program at Temple Beth Israel of 
Longboat Key to give all Jewish singles in the area the opportunity to meet 
other men and women who are single. The group meets once a month for 
dinner, laughter and a time to turn acquaintances into lifelong friends. We 
would love to have you join us at 5:30 p.m. at Apollonia Grill Restaurant, 
4956 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. For the health and safety of our members, 
proof of a full Covid vaccination (including booster) is required along with 
your identification. To make a reservation or for more information, call or 
text Rosalyn Fleischer at 941.915.6631 or email rozfleischer@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15TUESDAY, MARCH 15

“18 Jewish Holidays: Purim”
Fifty years after the destruction of the First Temple, the Babylonians were 
defeated by the Persians, whose king was tolerant toward the Jews and 
encouraged the rebuilding of the Temple. Several generations later, a new 
king under the influence of an antisemitic minister authorized the killing 
of all Jews in the empire, but they were saved by the king’s secretly Jewish 
wife. Throughout the Megillah of Esther, the Divine Hand is present in 
the miraculous rescue of the Jewish people. This class, presented by the 
Al Katz Center, begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 
for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16

Purim Megillah Reading
Megillat Esther, “The Scroll of Esther,” is a firsthand account of the events 
of Purim, written by the heroes themselves – Esther and Mordechai. 
The Megillah is read twice during the festival: on Purim eve and during 
Purim day. We read it in the original Hebrew from a parchment scroll. 
Join Chabad of Venice at 7:30 p.m. at 21560 Angela Lane for an outdoor, 
Covid-safe Megillah reading, lechayims and music. This event is free. For 
more information, contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or 
rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

Purim Masquerade Party
Join Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch for a Purim Masquerade 
Party! Enjoy Megillah readings, cocktails, music, refreshments and a 
masquerade. This free event begins at 8:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 
5712 Lorraine Rd., Bradenton. For more information or to RSVP, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.
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FELDMAN
W E A LT H  A D V I S O RY

JOSEPH M. FELDMAN, CFP®
 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ PROFESSIONAL

941.260.9174  |  JFELDMAN@FELDMANWA.COM  |  www.feldmanwa.com

INVESTMENTS  |   F INANC IAL  PLANNING  |   INSURANCE

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. MEMBER FINRA, SIPC. INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH VALMARK 
ADVISERS, INC., A SEC REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 130 SPRINGSIDE DRIVE, AKRON, OH 44333. 800-765-5201. FELDMAN WEALTH 
ADVISORY, LLC IS A SEPARATE ENTITY FROM VALMARK SECURITIES, INC. AND VALMARK ADVISERS, INC.

ticketsFeb 25on saleon sale

Weiner brings her charm and wit to the 
podium, discussing her books, personal 
experiences and women’s search for 
a sense of self. In the same sharp and 
entertaining tone that fills her novels, 
Weiner wins over audiences with her 
unforgettable comedic style, making 
her an audience favorite.

 Sponsorship  Opportunit ies  Avai lable

Monday, April 4, 2022
11:30 am • Michael’s On East

Questions?  
Contact Hermione Gilpin 941.552.6305  
hgilpin@jfedsrq.org

Co-Chairs: Janis Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick

• Best-selling author of All Fall  
 Down and In Her Shoes 
• New York Times best-selling   
 author with over 11 million   
 copies in 36 countries
• Appears in Forbes magazine  
 list of “25 Working Moms to  
 Follow on Twitter”

jfedsrq.org/events

20222022Women’ s 
Day  

JENNIFER WEINERJENNIFER WEINER

MEDIA SPONSORS

http://ww.feldmanwa.com
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The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

A Unique & Exhilarating Performance Featuring Circus Artists,  
the 100+ Voices of  Key Chorale and the Cirque Orchestra

FRI MAR 18 – SUN MAR 20
Under the Big Top on Regatta Island at Nathan Benderson Park

941.355.9805  |  CircusArts.org

The Circus Arts Conservatory & Key Chorale 
present 

THREE SHOWS ONLY!

Cirque
des
Voix

®

D E C A D E  O F

CIRCUS OF THE VOICES

T H E  N E X T Venice Purim Party
Join Chabad of Venice at 4:30 p.m. for a Purim celebration outdoors at 
21560 Angela Lane. This year, celebrate Purim with a Megillah reading, 
Purim Shpiel, buffet dinner, music, dancing and lechayims. The event is 
open to the public and all are welcome. Dress up in Purim attire (optional); 
the winner will get a prize. All kids in costumes will receive a prize. Cost: 
$25 per adult by Thursday March 10; free for kids. Purchase your ticket at 
chabadofvenice.com. For more information, please contact Chaya Rivka 
Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17THURSDAY, MARCH 17

Wild West Purim Party & Dinner
Celebrate Purim with Chabad of Sarasota and, after hearing the Megillah 
scroll read, enjoy a family-friendly Wild West Purim Party. Join us for 
a delectable menu and great entertainment that will keep you in smiles 
for days after the party. The evening promises to be lots of fun for both 
the young and the young at heart. The Megillah reading begins at 5:00 
p.m. followed by a Purim dinner at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome to Chabad 
of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. Advance reservations are necessary. The 
cost by Friday, March 4: $18 per adult, $12 per child, $50 per family. After 
March 4, the cost is: $25 per adult, $20 per child, $75 per family. To RSVP, 
call 941.925.0770 or visit sarasotachabad.com/purim.

“Purim in India”
Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch invites you to “Purim in India” 
at 6:00 p.m. in The Chabad Tent, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Enjoy 
an interactive Megillah reading and fun festivities featuring comedy with 
the rabbi, Indian entertainment, a henna artist, an Indian-themed masquer-
ade and a delicious Indian dinner. The cost in advance is $18 per adult 
and $12 for children ages 3-12. Payment at the door is $25 per adult and 
$18 per child. The event is free for Chabad Hebrew School students. For 
more information, please contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or  
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

“History of Jews in Sarasota-Manatee”
Kim Sheintal is the author of Jews of Sarasota-Manatee. While the Jew-
ish people of the area cannot be thanked for the sunny weather, they can 
be thanked for helping the community shine. Kim will discuss how she 
traces the growth of Jews populating this area. She serves as President of 
the Jewish Genealogical Society of SWFL, the Sister Cities Assistant City 
Director for Tel Mond Israel and Co-President of the local ORT America 
chapter. This free event is open to the public and begins at 7:00 p.m. at  
Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. 
Please check for Covid restrictions prior to coming to Aviva. RSVP to  
Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Temple Sinai’s LIFE & LEGACY®  
Erev Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, MARCH 18FRIDAY, MARCH 18

Join Rabbi Samantha Kahn and Chazzan Cliff Abramson as we honor 
LIFE & LEGACY donors who will participate in the Erev Shabbat ser-
vice. Free and open to the community, the service takes place at 6:00 p.m. 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor 
Road), Sarasota. Masks and proof of vaccination are required. For more 
information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Purim Shabbat at Temple Beth El
Celebrate Purim at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 
Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton. Join us at 7:00 p.m. for a Purim Shabbat ser-
vice filled with a lively Megillah reading, music and song! We encour-
age everyone to wear their favorite Purim costume. Everyone is welcome; 
bring the children! Stay for the Oneg, eat some homemade hamantaschen 
and socialize with wonderful people. For more information, call Temple 
Beth El at 941.755.4900 or visit bethel-fl.org.

Name-that-Tune Purimshpiel at Temple Emanu-El
Join the fun as the Temple Emanu-El Purim Players present an original 
Purimshpiel with audience participation! Under the direction of Kathy 
Rance, the Purim Players will retell the story of Esther, Mordechai, Vashti, 
Ahasuerus and the wicked Haman by changing up the lyrics of famous – 
and not-so-famous – Broadway songs, then challenge attendees to name 
that tune. All are warmly invited to this free event at 7:15 p.m. at Temple 
Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more information, call the 
temple office at 941.371.2788.

 Make It

941.371.4546

Monthly mitzvahs make all the difference.  When needs arise, 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee responds and does 
so quickly. Thanks to our generous contributors who make 
AUTOMATIC MONTHLY DONATIONS, we’re able to promptly 
provide financial support to those in need.  

WANT TO HELP? Visit JFEDSRQ.ORG/donate and select  
“Make my Donation Monthly Recurring.”

  A Monthly Mitzvah!  A Monthly Mitzvah!

“Ways to Read the Bible”

http://www.circusarts.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/donate
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L’Dor 
V’Dor

SERVING THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1978 
Charter Members of Temple Sinai

Selling Real Estate  
to Every Generation

YOU WILL RECEIVE:
• Unparalleled service

• Detailed attention to your needs 
• Constant communication 

Our specialty is YOU. Please visit theCollierGroup.com to read what others say.

CONTACT THE COLLIER GROUP TODAY.

1605 Main Street, Suite 101 | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941.951.6660

Janis Collier, REALTOR®

941.313.1212
JanisCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Mary Collier, REALTOR®

Ron Collier, REALTOR®

ollier GroupTHE

MENGELBERG  
DENTAL ARTS

Get the smile of your dreams!

Call us today! 941.371.2022

Dr. John Mengelberg

5500 Bee Ridge Road, Suite 101
Sarasota, FL

Dr. John E. Mengelberg, DMD

We are a personalized and 
patient oriented practice with 
an emphasis on cosmetic and 

implant dentistry.

Dr. Mengelberg performs 
complex, cutting edge dental 

procedures while offering  
world-class dental services.

           STEP Yom HaTzedek – Purim/Women’s Rights
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join the Shapiro Teen Engagement Program (STEP) as we party and cele-
brate the Jewish holiday of Purim together while discussing how Judaism 
feels about women’s rights. Let’s hang out, talk and learn together! The 
event takes place from noon to 5:00 p.m. To register or for more informa-
tion, contact Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20SUNDAY, MARCH 20

“Eating Healthy Jewishly: Healthy Kosher Options”
Going organic is a long journey into greatly improved health, free of pes-
ticides, sewage sludge and genetically modified foods, which are part 
and parcel of the normal American diet unbeknownst to most Americans. 
Today it is feasible in most places to eat organic and kosher for every 
meal – a big bonus to your health! Kosher is the highest standard of health 
and cleanliness of animals, and organic is the highest standard of un-
tainted foods, which combination constitutes the finest foods.  This class,  
presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 
per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom 
link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Jewish Genealogical Society of SWFL Presentation
Join us on Zoom at 1:00 p.m. for “Help! I got my DNA Results and I’m 
Confused.” Gil Bardige, encouraged by his mother, began his genealogy 
adventure in 1979. For the last 13+ years he has expanded his knowledge 
base to Genetic Genealogy, testing at each of the four major DNA com-
panies. He loves to help people manage their expectations and begin to 
remove confusion from the DNA results. Socializing at 12:45 p.m. will 
precede the presentation. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, contact 
Kim Sheintal at klapshein@aol.com or 941.302.1433.

“Ways to Read the Bible”
Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) will start a four-session weekly 
course exploring two different approaches to reading the Hebrew Bible, 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Presented by popular KH instructor 
David Steinberg, the course is based on scholar James Kugel’s acclaimed 
book, How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now. Stein-
berg, who has published works on the Hebrew language and Jewish his- 
tory, said Kugel’s book demonstrates how ancient interpreters read the  
Bible as contrasted to how modern scholars read it – using such scientific 
tools as archeology, linguistics, history and anthropology. The course is 
free for Kol HaNeshama members and $18 for non-members. For more 
information or to register and receive the Zoom link, visit khsarasota.org 
or call 941.244.2042.

MONDAY, MARCH 21MONDAY, MARCH 21

“Miraculous Jewish Military Victories: 
Israel’s War of Independence 1948 – Part 2”

Faced with an international arms embargo, Israel was saved by Al 
Schwimmer, an American World War II veteran who feared a repeat of 
the Holocaust after Israel declared independence. Schwimmer created 
factitious airlines, bought decommissioned airplanes from the U.S. War 
Asset Administration, fixed them and sent his pilots – Jewish and non-
Jewish WWII aviators – to pick up arms and airplanes from the only 
country willing to break the embargos: Czechoslovakia. Schwimmer was 
later convicted of violating America’s Neutrality Act. This class, presented 
by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or 
$50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq
Stay connected.

new homeshalom
If you have recently moved to our community  
or are new to our Federation, we want to know 
you! Our Shalom New Home Program is here to 
help you settle in our community, get you involved 
in our many programs and make new friends.

Please contact Lisa Feinman  
941.706.0034 • lfeinman@jfedsrq.org

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

http://thecolliergroup.com
https://www.jfedsrq.org/new
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facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

Like us on Facebook

For more information, please visit
JFEDSRQ.ORG/hellercrc

Have you ever been asked 
questions about Israel  

or antisemitism that  
you can’t answer?  

CRConnectCRConnect, a program of 
the Heller CRC, addresses 
these difficult questions 

such as Palestinian vs. Israeli 
sovereignty, Israel as a 

“superpower,” the “Apartheid” 
claim, peace in the region  

and much more.

Visit JFEDSRQ.org/CRConnect JFEDSRQ.org/CRConnect   
to see the questions and learn the answers.

People of the Book Event
With Author Melissa Gould

TUESDAY, MARCH 22TUESDAY, MARCH 22

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
When Melissa Gould’s husband Joel was unexpectedly hospitalized, she 
could not imagine how her life was about to change. Overwhelmed with 
uncertainty as Joel’s condition tragically worsened, she offered him the 
only thing she could: her love and devotion. Her dedication didn’t end with 
his death. Left to resume life without her beloved husband and raise their 
young daughter on her own, Melissa soon realized that she and Joel’s love 
lived on. In Widowish, Melissa shares her experience as a young widow 
who found she didn’t fit the typical mold of widowhood or meet the ex-
pectations of mourning. She didn’t look like a widow or act like a widow, 
but she felt like one. Melissa was widowish. Tickets are $10 per household 
for this virtual event, which takes place from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/books. For more information, contact 
Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

SRQ SAFE Special Security Briefing
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Michael Masters, National Director and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Secure Community Network (SCN), the official safety and security orga-
nization of the Jewish community in North America, will visit Sarasota to 
provide a behind-the-scenes briefing about security risks and how we are 
addressing them. Join us at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood 
Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. To register, please 
visit jfedsrq.org/events.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23

Holocaust Museums Around the World
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Alongside Classrooms Without Borders (CWB) scholars, we will travel 
monthly with museum historians, experts and contemporary witnesses to 
10 different regions. We will explore the history behind the exhibits, dis-
cuss the nature of memory and memorials, and discover how the world 
remembers the Shoah and honors the lives we lost. We will also explore 
how that memory is interconnected to genocides, both past and present. 
Our experts will challenge us to grapple with issues of cultural identity, 
responsibility to community, and decision-making, as well as ways in 
which individuals and nations responded, or failed to respond, to the crisis 
through close examination of each museum’s artifacts and memorials. The 
class takes place from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, visit jfedsrq.
org/events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.
org or 941.228.3676.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24THURSDAY, MARCH 24

Chabad of Sarasota’s Rosh Chodesh Society
All women are invited to join Chabad of Sarasota’s monthly Rosh Chodesh 
Society class entitled “Pray it Forward,” where participants will discover 
how prayer can actually be a joyful, soulful and spontaneous experience. 
For assistance with underwriting this course, appreciation is extended to 
Anne Stein. All women are welcome at 7:00 p.m. to Chabad of Sarasota, 
7700 Beneva Road. The class is free for Rosh Chodesh Society members 
and $20 for non-members. Anyone joining Chabad Women’s Circle’s 
Rosh Chodesh Society class for the first time is our guest at no charge. For  
more information or to RSVP, contact Sara Steinmetz at 941.925.0770 or 
sara@chabadofsarasota.com.
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING JEWISH?LOOKING FOR SOMETHING JEWISH?
FIND IT IN THE DIRECTORY

JFEDSRQ.org/Directory

westcoastblacktheatre.org

941-366-1505
1012 N ORANGE AVE, SARASOTA

CREATED, ADAPTED & DIRECTED BY  
NATE JACOBS

CHOREOGRAPHED BY
DONALD FRISON

MARCH 10–APRIL 24, 2022

“WBTT delivers big with Broadway in Black . . .  
a wealth of moments to enjoy.” 

Kay Kipling, SaraSota Magazine

http://www.westcoastblacktheatre.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/crconnect
https://www.jfedsrq.org/directory
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Just Schmoozing LIVE
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Come and meet fellow tribe members for fun and laughs from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at Mattison’s Forty-One, 7275 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. There 
will be a cash bar and complimentary light appetizers. This event is made 
possible by the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels’ Endowment Fund for Adult 
Senior Programs and Services. For more information, contact Jeremy 
Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

TUESDAY, MARCH 29TUESDAY, MARCH 29

Temple Sinai’s Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for the service with Rabbi Samantha Kahn and Chazzan 
Cliff Abramson. Inspirational melodies by the Bruno Trio will add to the 
celebration. Masks and proof of vaccination are required. Temple Sinai is 
located at 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), 
Sarasota. For more information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25FRIDAY, MARCH 25

FOLLOW 
SAM’S 
LEAD
Follow Sam’s lead and tell someone about your 
legacy gift today. All it takes is one person 
reaching another to increase The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s legacy 
commitments and ensure our future. 

Each one of us can make a difference! 

JFEDSRQ.org/Legacy

For more information, contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedsrq.org.

Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood Torah Fund Event
This year’s Torah Fund event’s guest speaker is Rabbi Danielle Upbin, 
Associate Rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Clearwater. She is also 
the Community Educator for the Jewish Federation of Florida’s Gulf Coast 
and a frequent contributor to MyJewishLearning.com. Rabbi Upbin will 
present “Back to the Blueprint: A Spiritual Journey through the Hebrew 
Letters.” The program will also honor Dana Corn, this year’s Light of Torah. 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom or at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Cost: $18 for Zoom and $40 in person (includes 
lunch). For more information, visit templebethsholomfl.org/events, call 
the temple office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30

Help Moms and Babies with Kol HaNeshama
The Social Action Committee of Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) 
invites you to help area moms and babies by dropping off diapers and other 
baby necessities from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the KH sanctuary located 
on the campus of St. Wilfred Episcopal Church, 3773 Wilkinson Rd., 
Sarasota. Rabbi Jennifer Singer and committee members will transport all 
the collected items to JFCS of the Suncoast for dissemination to clients in 
need. The new, unused items sought by Kol HaNeshama for this project fall 
into three general categories: Diapering, Bath and Nutritional Essentials 
(such as diapers, wipes, formula and bottles); Wardrobe Essentials (such 
as pajamas, socks, sweaters and “onesies”); and Gear Essentials (such as 
car seats, bathtubs and strollers). For additional information, please visit 
khsarasota.org or call 941.244.2042.

Sarasota Jewish Chorale Presents 
“Songs of Peace and Joy”

SUNDAY, MARCH 27SUNDAY, MARCH 27

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Sarasota Jewish Chorale Spring Gala Concert will be held at 4:00 p.m. 
at Temple Beth Shalom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota. Open to the public, 
the concert will feature a lively mix of Jewish contemporary music. To 
purchase tickets and for more information, go to sarasotajewishchorale.
org.

Hadassah Mah Jongg/Games Day
Join the Greater Venice Chapter of Hadassah for a mah jongg/games day from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Bay Indies Resort Community Center, 950 Freeport 
Avenue, Venice (meet in Indies Hall off Bay Indies Blvd., the first clubhouse). 
Enjoy a continental breakfast and a homemade lunch. Bring your own group 
or we can get you into a game. Proof of vaccination is required. The cost is 
$27. Send a check, payable to Hadassah, to Ruth Bauers, 4220 Tennyson Way, 
Venice, FL 34293. For more information, call Ruth at 941.716.4172.

MONDAY, MARCH 28MONDAY, MARCH 28

Send your monthly Jewish Happenings  
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org

Holocaust Museums Around the World

https://www.jfedsrq.org/legacy
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OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

 MORT Skirboll

March 2 – 24, 2022
SPONSORED BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

[ IN-PERSON SCREENINGS MARCH 2– 13; VIRTUAL SCREENINGS MARCH 3 – 24 ]

13TH ANNUAL

To become a sponsor, contact Jeremy Lisitza  
at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org
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Hannah and Norm Weinberg
Patti and David Wertheimer

Brian and Joan Wides
Fremajane Wolfson

BRONZE SPONSORS
Anonymous

Dr. Louis and Mrs. Milly Chaykin
Debby and Gerry Hamburg

Lori and David Liner

COPPER SPONSORS
Roz Goldberg

Ann and Robert Jackson
Sandi Kligman

Sandra and Ben Krause
Fran Lambert  

and Dr. Seymour Ziegelman
Nessa and Rich Levine

Nadia Ritter
Irene Ross

Harriet and Jules Schaeffer
Shugar Soapworks

Cheri and David Spector
Adrea and Jack Sukin

Judy and Alan Wertheimer

PEWTER SPONSORS
Susan and Michael Albert
Gail and Howard Banner

Ronni Bernard
Karen and Tom Bernstein

Roberta Berson  
and Frank Tucciarone

We are proud to present a fascinating line-up of 16 
remarkable and diverse films that is sure to impact, 
provoke, and move you, as well as make you laugh. 

For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit 

JFEDSRQ.org/JFF

OPENING EVENT  
COMMITTEE

Pam Adelstein
Meredith Ernst

Susi Steenbarger
Adrea Sukin

CLOSING EVENT 
COMMITTEE

Sandy Hayden
Nadia Ritter

VOLUNTEER CHAIR
Ronnie Riceberg

SUNDAY, MARCH 13SUNDAY, MARCH 13

“A thought provoking, warm 
movie dealing with friendship 
starring everyone’s favorite  
in his last film, Ed Asner.”

FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTFEATURING SPECIAL GUEST  
LIZA ASNERLIZA ASNER

“What really happens when you move 
into a senior living facility? You’ll  
never believe it! Cookies anyone?”

OPENING NIGHT  n  TIGER WITHIN

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 • 7PM

SUNDAY MARCH 13 • 2PM

CLOSING EVENT  n   GREENER PASTURES

JFF CHAIR
Marsha Eisenberg

MEDIA SPONSORS

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
Howard Berman and Sharon Sexter

Edie and David Chaifetz
Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin

Debbie and Larry Haspel 
Rosenthal Roots Family Foundation

Sylvia and Norman Samet
Bunny and Mortz"l  Skirboll

Hadassah and Martinz”l  Strobel
Lois Stulberg

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR
Sy Goldblatt

CLOSING EVENT SPONSOR
Nadia Ritter

SILVER SPONSORS
Marsha Eisenberg

Cheryl and Steve Shapiro

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota Covid 
protocols requiring a negative Covid test or proof 
of vaccine, as well as masks when not eating.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/jff
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