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Federation combines strengths  
for a new era
By Shep Englander, Chief Executive Officer

In previous eras, the American Jew-
ish community’s challenges were 
often international crises, such as 

settling Holocaust survivors and fight-
ing for the freedom of Soviet Jews. 
Today, some of the toughest challenges 
facing the American Jewish communi-
ty are different. They involve protect-
ing our community from dangerous but 
complex and shadowy societal forces, 
including new variants of antisemitism 
and “anti-Israelism,” and toxic politics. 
They also include engaging the next 
generation of Jews, who have some of 
the lowest affiliation rates in history.

Today’s challenges require that we 
integrate different types of expertise in 
new ways. That’s why we have restruc-
tured to combine the strengths of our 
excellent Heller Community Relations 

Committee, cultural programming, Is-
rael and Holocaust education, and mar-
keting/communications 
groups into one stream-
lined team. We believe 
we are the first Jewish 
Federation to have re-
structured in this way 
to meet today’s chal-
lenges. We hope other 
Federations will be in-
spired to try similar  
approaches. 

We are so fortunate 
to have recruited Lind-
sey Barton Mintz, a na-
tionally recognized leader in Jewish 
community relations and engagement, 
to lead this integrated team as our Di-
rector of Community Engagement. 

Combining these teams under Lind-
sey’s leadership will move the needle 

on the Federation’s stra-
tegic goals: connecting 
Jews to Jewish life and 
each other, ensuring a se-
cure Jewish community, 
building bridges between 
Sarasota and Israel, and 
helping the vulnerable. I 
believe in Lindsey. She 
has the talent and track 
record to succeed in this 
role.

Lindsey has dedicat-
ed the past 15 years to 

the Indianapolis Jewish Community 
Relations Council (JCRC), including 
10 years as Executive Director. She is  

Lindsey Barton Mintz

The Community Lecture, this 
year featuring Noa Tishby, Is-
raeli American performing star, 

activist and author, will be hosted by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee on Tuesday, February 22 at 
7:00 p.m., both in person at the Hyatt 
Regency Sarasota (1000 Boulevard of 
the Arts) and on Zoom. The event is 

sponsored by Hannah 
and Norman Weinberg, 
with special thanks to 
Bronze Sponsors Ste-
ven Kalt and Robert 
Heeren, and Copper 
Sponsors Evie and Al-
len Lichter.

“The Communi-
ty Lecture is annually 
one of the most popular 
events on The Jewish 
Federation of Saraso-
ta-Manatee calendar,” 
said Senior Director of Programming 
Trudi Krames. “With past speakers 
such as renowned Jewish historian 

Deborah Lipstadt, author 
Daniel Gordis, lawyer 
Alan Dershowitz and Eli 
Beer, founder and presi-
dent of United Hatzalah 
of Israel, the Community 
Lecture is highly antici-
pated and always delivers 
memorable speakers on 
a wide variety of topics. 
This year, with actress 
and author Noa Tishby, 
promises to be no excep-
tion.”

The chair of this year’s Communi-
ty Lecture is Mary Collier, who is chair 

Noa Tishby
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By Robert Sarner, May 6, 2021

relocating to Sarasota with her husband 
and three children, and her start date is 
March 1, 2022. 

As Executive Director, Lindsey 
expanded the Indianapolis JCRC and 
developed nationally recognized com-
munications, coalition-building and 
programming strategies, including cre-
ating and implementing programs that 
reduce hate, combat antisemitism, and 
ensure accurate education 
in schools about Jews, Ju-
daism, the Holocaust and 
Israel.

To lead the Market-
ing/Communications team 
under Lindsey’s direction, 
we have appointed Jayne 
Fair Giroux, who will be-
gin her tenure on Febru-
ary 7. Jayne comes to the 
Federation from SunCoast 
Blood Centers, where she 
established the marketing and devel-
opment program for the local nonprofit 
blood center, which serves 14 hospitals 
across five counties. Previously, Jayne 

led the marketing, development and 
membership recruitment strategies for 
The Bishop Museum of Science and 
Nature in Bradenton. 

Our recent Community Study 
showed that the Sarasota-Manatee 
Jewish community is growing quick-
ly and becoming more diverse. So 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee needs to grow more strategic 

in communicating 
and engaging our 
community. Jayne 
has the deep per-
sonal values, broad 
vision, and strategic 
marketing and com-
munications track 
record we need. 

Both Lindsey 
and Jayne look for-
ward to rolling up 
their sleeves and 

getting to work on meeting the chal-
lenges of today. Feel free to contact  
them at lmintz@jfedsrq.org or jgiroux 
@jfedsrq.org. 

Jayne Fair Giroux (credit: Cliff Roles)

Community Lecture...continued from previous page
of the Federation’s Heller Communi-
ty Relations Committee (CRC) and a 
Federation board member. The mission 
of the CRC is “to build relationships 
within the Jewish and non-Jewish com-
munities to advance common interests 
through education and advocacy.” Ad-
ditionally, one of the Federation’s goals 
is to broaden its community reach and 
utilize programs such as the Commu-
nity Lecture to inform both Jews and 
non-Jews of relevant issues or those of 
great importance to the Jewish com-
munity, such as Israel and Holocaust 
education.

In her homeland of Israel, Noa 
Tishby’s name is synonymous with 
stardom. She was born and raised in Tel 
Aviv, her family of Ashkenazi Jewish 
descent. Tishby got her first big break 
at the age of 16, playing the lead in the 
hit original musical King David, for 
which she won national acclaim. Tish-
by received a drama scholarship to the 
Tel Aviv National Museum of Arts and 
went on to play the lead in the Israeli 
soap opera Ramat Aviv Gimmel. She 
also appeared in Five Minutes Walking 
and in the drama 2.3 Times a Week. Her 
album, Nona, was the first full-English 
album released by an Israeli artist, and 
was also the first to hit No. 1 on the 
nation’s charts. 

In the U.S., Tishby appeared in 

The Island with Ewan McGregor and 
Scarlett Johansson, and also had lead-
ing roles in the indie films Fatwa and 
Connecting Dots, which won first prize 
in the New York and Los Angeles in-
dependent film festivals. She also ap-
peared in Ghosts of Girlfriends Past 
with Matthew McConaughey and had 
recurring roles on HBO’s Big Love and 
The Deep End on ABC.

As a producer, Tishby made histo-
ry selling the first Israeli TV show to 
an American network – In Treatment 
to HBO. She is executive producing 
the Emmy- and Golden Globe-winning 
drama along with Mark Wahlberg.

Her book, Israel: A Simple Guide 
to the Most Misunderstood Country 
on Earth, has earned both critical ac-
claim and a great deal of controversy, 
and will be her topic at the Communi-
ty Lecture event. As Bill Maher said 
about the book, “This is not your Bub-
bie’s history book.” The book will be 
available for $20, and the author will 
sign the book after the event.

To register for the Community 
Lecture, visit jfedsrq.org/events. Tick-
ets are $10 per household on Zoom, 
$25 per person in advance for in-per-
son attendance or $30 at the door at the 
Hyatt Regency. For more information, 
contact Trudi Krames at 941.706.0037 
or tkrames@jfedsrq.org.

See the following pages for a  
Times of Israel article about Noa and 

her book, Israel: A Simple Guide to the 
Most Misunderstood Country on Earth
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the SJT 2022 season, visit jfedsrq.org/sjt.  
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SARASOTA  
JEWISH THEATER  
will bring The Interview  
to Sarasota’s audiences  
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and N.Y. actor Geraldine LiBrandi will reprise the role she created  
for the original production at the Cleveland Play House.  
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shakes up U.S. progressives

By Robert Sarner, May 6, 2021

Here’s “to Life” on the Gulf Coast
Committed to the Jewish Community for over 20 years,  

Stacy is passionate about real estate and strives  
to build ever-lasting relationships based on exceptional service, 

uncompromising values and a strong work ethic.

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

 1605 Main Street • Sarasota, FL 34236 • 941.951.6660

L’Chayim

led the marketing, development and 
membership recruitment strategies for 
The Bishop Museum of Science and 
Nature in Bradenton. 

Our recent Community Study 
showed that the Sarasota-Manatee 
Jewish community is growing quick-
ly and becoming more diverse. So 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee needs to grow more strategic 

in communicating 
and engaging our 
community. Jayne 
has the deep per-
sonal values, broad 
vision, and strategic 
marketing and com-
munications track 
record we need. 

Both Lindsey 
and Jayne look for-
ward to rolling up 
their sleeves and 

getting to work on meeting the chal-
lenges of today. Feel free to contact  
them at lmintz@jfedsrq.org or jgiroux 
@jfedsrq.org. 

Endorsed by both Bill Maher and Ben Shapiro, the book seeks to stop left-leaning people  
‘from being used by voices who want to dismantle’ the most ‘misunderstood country on Earth.’

Editor’s note: This article first appeared 
in The Times of Israel (timesofisrael.
com) and is reprinted with permission.

Shortly after being interviewed 
recently on popular American 
TV talk show The View, Noa 

Tishby received a text message from a 
friend. The message had her seething 
later that morning during a Zoom inter-
view with The Times of Israel.

In her on-air chat with co-host 
Meghan McCain, the Israeli Ameri-
can actor and producer discussed her 
new book, Israel: A Simple Guide to 
the Most Misunderstood Country on 
Earth. Tishby said that given it’s been 
endorsed by both liberal political com-
mentator Bill Maher and conservative 
counterpart Ben Shapiro, the book is 
balanced. She also said anti-Zionism is 
a politically correct version of antisem-
itism.

Her friend was having none of it.
“It’s just horrific what he wrote 

me,” says Tishby, before reading the 
text message aloud.

“We all have decisions to make in 
our life,” Tishby reads from her phone. 
“Ben, Bill and Meghan are three of 
the most disgustingly Islamophobic 
people in public view. Noa, you’ve 
played a deeply important role in my 
life and I’ll forever be grateful to you, 
but if you continue saying things like 
‘anti-Zionism is antisemitism,’ there’ll 
be no room for people like me in your 
life. I will continue to stand with peo-
ple of conscience around the world in 
demanding full liberation for the Pal-
estinians.”

As she finishes reciting the text, 
she’s clearly upset.

“And to think this comes from one 
of my most progressive friends,” says 
Tishby, 45, who lives in Los Angeles, 
after spending the first half of her life in 
Israel. “I’m like, this guy’s Jewish and 

his family perished in the Holocaust. 
To say Bill Maher is Islamophobic is 
absurd. This lack of nuanced conversa-
tion on the left is exactly the problem.

“Various voices that want to dis-
mantle Israel are using people like my 
friend and this lack of facts to push 
their agenda,” she says.

It’s also symptomatic of what 
motivated Tishby to write a book that 
addresses ignorance and prejudice in-
volving Israel. As a successful figure 
in Hollywood, tackling such a conten-
tious subject in book form was any-
thing but a career imperative. It’s also 
not a novelty project, as she’s often 
spoken publicly and written op-eds in 
defense of Israel over the past 10 years.

“As an Israeli and a Jew, I’ve al-
ways been asked to voice my opinion 
about Israel and it can be complicated,” 
says Tishby, in her near-impeccable 
English. “To respond, I’d sometimes 
find myself looking for a date or par-
ticular fact to explain something about 
Israel. People would ask me if there’s a 
book they could read and I’d tell them 
there are all these historical books 
but they often wanted it in a quicker, 
more relatable, fun way to read and I 
couldn’t find that book. So, I thought I 
should write it.”
Ignorance is not bliss
As Tishby explains in the first chap-
ter, the longer she spent in the U.S., 
the more ignorance and misconception 
about Israel she discovered, including 
among Jews – usually to its detriment.

After becoming disillusioned with 
media coverage of her homeland, about 
which she often tweeted, she founded 
Act for Israel in 2011. In her book, she 
describes it as “the first online advo-
cacy and rapid response organization 
dedicated to truth spreading and pre-
bots troll fighting.” A few sentences 
later, she adds, “This was when my  

advocacy became not just this thing I 
did at dinner parties but a true calling.”

In the ensuing years, while pur-
suing her TV and film career, Tishby 
worked with pro-Israel organizations 
and NGOs. In 2014, she co-founded 

Reality Israel, a series of leadership 
trips to Israel for working profession-
als – Jews and non-Jews – from differ-
ent fields. In her speaking engagements 
– including at the United Nations in 

New York in 2016 and 2018 – and on-
line activity, she debunked falsehoods 
about Israel.

A natural extension of her advoca-
cy, Israel: A Simple Guide also has a 
strong autobiographical narrative. It ef-

fectively integrates her 
personal and multi-gen-
erational family story, 
sometimes quite can-
didly, with the history 
and development of 
Israel.

“That wasn’t my 
intention when I began 
writing the book,” says 
Tishby, who visits Is-
rael often. “I planned 
to write a modern ex-
plainer about Israel and 

at first, it was around 90% history and 
10% personal. But both my agent and 
publisher pushed me to include more 
personal stories.”

Your Local  
Mortgage 
Lender

• Conventional, FHA, VA, and USDA    • Jumbo Loans
• Construction/Renovation Loans      • Portfolio Loans

• Physician Loan Program

All loans are subject to credit approval.  
SouthState Bank, N.A. Corp NMLS# 403455

Member FDIC

Penny Hill Group
Scott Kolbe, Penny Hill, and Paul Eidell
(941) 545-1275
PennyHillGroup@SouthStateBank.com
SouthStateBank.com/PennyHillGroup
Scott NMLS# 450453, Penny NMLS# 365464, Paul NMLS# 1041466

continued on next page 

Israeli actress Noa Tishby speaks at the UN General Assembly, 
hosting Ambassadors Against BDS, in May 2016
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The book is replete with humor, 
irreverence, self-deprecation and U.S. 
vernacular, including the occasional 
expletive. It’s part of her goal to attract 
younger readers, giving them a livelier, 
more relatable alternative to dry histo-
ry tomes.

“From the outset, my plan was 
to make the book conversational, fun 
and easy to read and understand,” says 
Tishby, the mother of a five-year-old 
son to whom she dedicates the book 
on the opening page. “I set out to write 
a modern take on Israel, explaining it 
to the new generation, and to the old 
generation that want to reacquaint 
themselves with certain information 
and have fun in the process. The topic 
is heavy enough. We can lighten it up 
a bit.”

Born in Tel Aviv into a political-
ly well-connected family, Tishby is 
well-known in Israel, dating back to 
the 1990s when she starred in one of 
the country’s highest-rated prime time 
TV dramas, Ramat Aviv Gimmel, and 
recorded a top-selling album of songs 
in English. For many years, she was 
ubiquitous, appearing in numerous 
TV shows, films and theater produc-
tions, on magazine covers and as a 
model on billboards for national ad  
campaigns.

She then moved to Los Angeles 
where, in addition to acting in movies 
and TV shows, she made a name for 
herself as a producer. Tishby sold the 
first Israeli TV series – B’Tipul – to an 
American network and co-produced 
the U.S. version, In Treatment, which 
became a huge hit and helped pave the 

way for Israeli entertainment content 
in the U.S. market.

Tishby’s stature in the entertain-
ment industry has helped her book re-
ceive the kind of media coverage most 

other first-time authors can only dream 
of. Since it came out in early April, 
she’s done more than 35 American and 
Israeli TV, newspaper, radio, podcast 
and webinar interviews, with more in 
the cards. Articulate, well-informed 
and passionate about the book’s sub-
ject matter, Tishby doesn’t beat around 
the bush in interviews.

She never tires of saying: “If you 
believe in democracy, freedom of 
speech, human rights, women’s rights, 
LGBTQ rights and especially if you’re 
a liberal and a progressive, and you’re 
not supporting Israel within the context 
of the Middle East, you’re an idiot.”
Simple Guide, but not simplistic
Her knack for engaging interlocu-
tors and other promotional efforts are 
paying off in robust book sales, as her 
publisher has ordered a second printing  

to meet demand.
Packed with facts, opinion and at-

titude, along with seven pages of maps 
at the start of the book, Israel: A Simple 
Guide isn’t simplistic. Tishby takes the 

reader on a journey 
of discovery, both 
of her family’s sto-
ry and the country’s 
rich, conflict-ridden 
history. A natural ra-
conteur, she covers 
a lot of ground from 
biblical times to cur-
rent-day Israel in a 
spirited, informative 
approach.

In the opening 
pages, she makes it 
clear the reader’s in 

for an unconventional history lesson, 
with little pretense of objectivity but 
grounded in facts.

The second chapter focuses on Is-
rael’s deep historical roots. Referring 
to the ancient town of Caesarea on 
the Mediterranean coast having been 
conquered by Herod the Great, she 
describes him as: “… a locally born 
Edomite slash Jewish hustler, who 
climbed the political ladder faster than 
an acrobat in Cirque du Soleil.”

On the next page, she adds, “Isra-
el sits on so much freaking history and 
archaeology, it’s unfathomable. When 
you dig in Jerusalem, for example, 
you’re bound to find something old and 
priceless buried underneath. Which 
makes renovations a bitch.”

Tishby deftly chronicles Israel’s 
evolution, providing critical context 
to its struggles and the successive dis-
putes that have plagued the region, 
while also telling her family’s story 
where pertinent.

“Reconnecting to my ances-
try was the thing that moved me 
the most in writing the book,” 
says Tishby, whose Eastern Eu-
ropean ancestors moved to pre-
state Israel, where they played 
active roles in the country’s ear-
ly years. “I felt so honored and 
thrilled that I was able to bring 
especially the stories of my 
grandparents and great-grand-
parents to the rest of the world.”

While Tishby makes no bones 
about where her sympathies lie, her 
portrait of Israel isn’t blemish-free.

Referring to the 1948 War of In-
dependence and certain Israeli actions, 
Tishby writes: “Were offensive atroci-
ties committed in a defensive war? Yes. 
Was it right? No. Is this systematic eth-
nic cleansing? Give me a break. If this 
was the definition of ethnic cleansing, 
then every country that has ever gone 
to war (or been forced into war) would 
be guilty of it.”

In recounting a visit to the West 
Bank city of Hebron during her army 
service, she writes: “Hebron is a big 
deal for the Jews. It’s also a big deal 
for Muslims. And since it’s in a highly 
disputed location, it’s a shit show.”

Later, she wades into attitudes 
among Israel’s majority population. 
“Racism is one of humanity’s least fa-
vorable qualities, and lo and behold, 
it exists even among the Jews them-
selves,” she writes. “So, yeah, we’re 
going to touch upon racism within  

Israeli Jewish society, and for those of 
you who are about to get offended, go 
clutch some pearls, will ya?”

In one of her stronger, more po-
lemic chapters, Tishby takes aim at 
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement. “On its website, 
BDS speaks of Israeli atrocities, mur-
der, apartheid, genocide and systemat-
ic ethnic cleansing,” she writes. “The 
only problem is that it’s a giant pile of 
crap – misinformation, disinformation, 
manipulation, elimination of history 
and flat-out lies. And don’t even get 
me started on the BDS double standard 
toward the only consistent democracy 
in the Middle East (Israel) versus every 
single other country in the region…

“BDS is a movement where way 
too often the ones with bad faith prey 
on the ones with bad knowledge,” she 
writes.

Predictably, BDS proponents have 
responded vehemently, demonizing 
Tishby, her book and Israel online.

“I’m getting a lot of hate from all 
the pro-Palestinian people, which is 
ridiculous considering I’m pro-Israeli, 
I’m a Zionist and I’m also pro-Pales-
tinian,” says Tishby. “And not only are 
these things not mutually exclusive, in 
every document of Zionism, from the 
originating days, until now, it’s very 
much clearly said. So to think that 
you have to be only pro-Palestinian or 
pro-Israeli is a reductive kind of no-
tion, which isn’t surprising but sad.”

Tishby, who refers to herself in 
the book in different places as a “left-
ie,” a “liberal” and a “centrist/leftie,” 
laments her adversaries don’t seek di-
alogue but rather vitriol. She wishes 
they would be open to respectful dis-
cussion instead of blocking her out. 

On multiple occasions, she’s said she 
would welcome the opportunity to 
publicly debate harsh critics of Israel, 
such as Roger Waters.

When Tishby first conceived of 
the book, she thought she’d require a 
ghostwriter to have it reach fruition. 
In the end, she wrote it entirely on her 
own over a 16-month period, in a clear, 
unpretentious and energetic voice, con-
sistent with the way she speaks.

For all her other achievements, this 
endeavor – from the research to the 
writing and current PR and media blitz 
– has proven particularly gratifying for 
Tishby.

“I’ve done a lot of things in the en-
tertainment industry, but this is the most 
personal and meaningful project in my 
life so far,” says Tishby, who’s now in 
discussion with Israeli publishers to re-
lease the book in Hebrew. “And since 
it came out, it’s allowed me to engage 
in thoughtful discussions with people 
on a daily basis and to spark a conver-
sation that’s extremely important, not  
just to Israel but also Western society.”

Noa Tishby with the late Israeli president Shimon Peres  
at a Times of Israel event in New York City in 2015

Noa Tishby in Jaffa, January 2021 (credit: Alon Shafransky)
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FEDERATION NEWS

Jewish Film Festival kicks off  
with Tiger Within
By Gayle Guynup

The annual Mort Skirboll Jewish 
Film Festival, hosted by The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 

Manatee, now celebrating its 13th year, 
will run from Wednesday, March 2 
through Sunday, March 13.

The Opening Night film, on March 
2, is Tiger Within, a story featuring an 
unlikely friendship between a homeless 
teen and a Holocaust survivor, sparking 
larger questions of fear, forgiveness, 
healing and world peace. The film stars 
the late multiple Emmy Award-winning 
actor Ed Asner in his final performance.  
New this year, the opening sponsor 
event will take place on a separate date 
from the film screening and will be 
a brunch at Michael’s On East on Tues-
day, March 1 at 11:30 a.m. Joining us 
will be Ed Asner’s daughter, Liza Asner. 

In a recent interview, Liza noted 
that it was important for her father to 
make this film because he was always 
drawn to projects that dealt with so-
cial justice and equality. “This was a 
big role for him and he did it not only 
for Jews, but also for those who aren’t 
Jewish, basically for anyone who has 
encountered racism and hatred,” she 
said. “The Holocaust was the most 
atrocious event in history, but hate has 
also caused atrocities imposed by Sta-
lin, and has wreaked havoc upon Dar-
fur, Rwanda, Cambodia and Bosnia, 
and today many Muslims are expe-
riencing it. We cannot allow govern-
ments to spread hate,” she said.

Regarding Tiger Within, Liza said, 
“This film was different for him be-
cause it centered primarily on his re-
lationship with one other person. It 
was a one-on-one relationship about 
the two of them saving each other,” 
she said. “I feel the timing of this film 
couldn’t be more perfect with racism 
at the forefront right now. My father 
always loved being a part of Jewish 
projects and organizations (Tattooed 
Torah, Daniel, Survivor Mitzvah Proj-
ect and Jewish Partisan Educational 
Foundation) and lived by the phrase, 
‘We must never forget so it doesn’t 
happen again.’ Addressing racism and 
the Holocaust has also opened the door 
for others who have been oppressed to 
get the attention they deserve. We can’t 
allow this to happen to anyone in our 
society,” she said.

Bunny Skirboll noted that she is 
very proud that this year’s Mort Skir-
boll Jewish Film Festival will again 
honor her husband’s legacy with its 
rich variety of films that educate, en-
tertain, enlighten and inspire us. “The 
committee has been work-
ing tirelessly since sum-
mer putting this event 
together,” said Bunny. 
“It’s been a labor of love.”

Skirboll recalled that 
the Opening Night event 
two years ago was the last 
event she and husband 
Mort attended together 
before his passing and the 
pandemic took hold. 

“This year’s brunch will be an in-
door/outdoor event that follows all of 
the arts organizations’ Covid guide-
lines, including wearing masks and 
having guests provide proof of vaccine 
or a recent test. I look forward to join-
ing others in person this year, though 
for those who feel more comfortable, 
the event will be offered on Zoom as 
well,” Bunny explained.

The Closing Event will be held at 

the Sarasota Event Center on March 
13. The festival will end on a high note 
with the film Greener Pastures at 3:00 
p.m. followed by a light nosh.

In Greener Pastures, when a man 
is admitted to a nursing home against 

his will, he must find a way 
to return to his old house. 
When love, cannabis and 
crime enter the picture, will 
he be willing to risk it all?

“This year’s film fes-
tival will have something 
for everyone – comedy, 
drama, suspense and doc-
umentaries,” said event 
chair Marsha Eisenberg. “It 
will allow you to watch the 

films from the comfort of your home 
or at Regal Hollywood - Sarasota (with 
strict Covid protocols). I think you will 
love this year’s film selections,” she 
said.

Tickets will be available in early 
February. For information, please visit 
jfedsrq.org/JFF2022. For more infor-
mation on festival sponsorships, con-
tact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 or 
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org.

JFEDSRQ.org/ProudStrong
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People of the Book author/lecture series continues 
with focus on real-life experiences
By Gayle Guynup

continued on next page

The People of the Book series 
of in-person and virtual events, 
sponsored by The Jewish Fed-

eration of Sarasota-Manatee, contin-
ues in February with four renowned 
authors whose books are based on real- 
life events.

All People of the Book events be-
gin at 7:00 p.m. The first will be held 
by Zoom on Wednesday, February 2 
with Pam Jenoff and her book, The 
Woman with the Blue Star. This will 
be followed by an event which can be 
seen in person at Temple Emanu-El and 
on Zoom on Tuesday, February 8 with  
Eddie Shapiro and his book, A Won-
derful Guy. The next event will feature 
Rachel Beanland and her book, Flor-
ence Adler Swims Forever, and can be 
seen on Zoom on Thursday, February 
17. The final event of the month will 
feature Laraine Newman, of Saturday 
Night Live fame, and her book, May 
You Live in Interesting Times, and will 
be held on Saturday, February 19 at 
Temple Sinai and on Zoom.
Pam Jenoff
The Woman with the Blue Star
Pam Jenoff is an American author, 
lawyer and professor of law at Rut-
gers University. She writes both love 
stories and historical novels, includ-
ing The New York Times bestseller 
The Orphan’s Tale. She holds a degree 
in international affairs from George 
Washington University and a degree 

in history from Cambridge. Her nov-
els are inspired by her experiences 
working at the Pentagon and as a dip-
lomat for the State Department, han-
dling Holocaust issues in Poland. The 
Woman with the Blue Star is a tale of 

unfathomable sacrifice and an unlike-
ly friendship between two young girls 
during World War II. Amidst this har-
rowing tale is an emotional testament 
to the extraordinary strength of the hu-
man will to survive.

What was your inspiration for 
writing this book?

The Woman with the Blue Star was 
inspired by the true story of a group of 
Jewish people who survived by hiding 
in a sewer in Lviv for more than a year 
during World War II. Hearing of this, 
I had so many questions: Who were 

these people and what were their lives 
like? How had they survived? Who had 
helped them? I was moved by the an-
ecdote of a young girl who looked up 
through the sewer grate and saw a girl 
her own age buying flowers. She was 
struck by the disparity in their lives 
and her mother promised that someday 
there would be flowers for her, too. I 
wondered what it would be like if the 
girl in the sewer and the girl on the 
street had the chance to meet and what 
that would have meant for both of their 
lives.

What is one thing you learned 
while writing this book (either about 
yourself or the subject matter) that 
most surprised you?

I was writing this book during 
Covid, and while our lives were noth-
ing like what people suffered during 

World War II, I 
was very struck 
by writing about 
themes of isola-
tion and connec-
tion, just as we 
were all isolated 
and seeking new 
ways to connect 
in our own lives.

What do you hope readers take 
away from reading this book?

I want readers to see that history is 
not black and white but made up of an 
infinite number of individual decisions. 

Also, during the war, people crossed 
paths who otherwise wouldn’t, and in 
seeing these people transcend their dif-
ferences, I hope readers will feel less of 
the otherness and division we are cur-
rently experiencing in our world.
Eddie Shapiro
A Wonderful Guy
Eddie Shapiro is a freelance writer and 
theater journalist whose work has ap-
peared in Out Magazine, Instinct and 

Backstage West. He is also the author 
of Nothing Like a Dame, Conversa-
tions with the Great Women of Musical 
Theater. He grew up singing the music 
of Broadway and has attended more 
than 1,200 Broadway performances. 
A Wonderful Guy is the male sequel 

Pam Jenoff

Eddie Shapiro
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to Nothing like a Dame, with new and 
previously unpublished anecdotes and 
recollections of 19 of the great men of 
musical theater. His interviews include 
theatrical luminaries such as Joel Grey 
(Cabaret), Ben Vereen (Jesus Christ 
Superstar), Norm Lewis (Les Misera-
bles), Gavin Creel (Hair) and Jonathan 
Groff (Hamilton).

What was your inspiration for 
writing this book?

I grew up obsessed with musical 
theater. I’d see everything I possibly 
could, devour every cast album I could 
find at the library, and read books like 

mine. I used to 
love to hear sing-
er Barbara Cook 
in cabaret. When 
she would per-
form, she would 
often talk about 
the golden age 
of musicals and 
what it was like 

to be performing on Broadway in the 
’50s and ’60s. I decided these stories 
needed to be captured and that led to 
my writing Nothing Like a Dame: Con-
versations with the Great Women of 
Musical Theater, in which I sat down 
with 20 amazing actors including Carol 
Channing, Patti LuPone, Chita Rivera, 
Audra McDonald, Kristin Chenoweth, 
Angela Lansbury and Sutton Foster. A 
Wonderful Guy is the follow-up, giving 
Broadway’s leading men their due!

What is one thing you learned 
while writing this book (either about 
yourself or the subject matter) that 
most surprised you?

I learned that no matter how far 
you go in the business, insecurity is 
still prevalent. I’d have thought that all 
of these people, at the top of their field, 
having won Tony Awards and achieved 
great success, would no longer worry 
about their futures. That was far from 
the case.

What do you hope readers take 
away from reading this book?

I want readers to feel like a fly on 
the wall, overhearing these intimate 
conversations, some of which unfolded 
over hours and hours in the homes of 
these great performers. They are funny, 
raw, candid and surprising, and I feel 
both grateful and privileged to be able 
to give readers insights into the lives 
and careers of Broadway’s greats.
Rachel Beanland
Florence Adler Swims Forever
Rachel Beanland is a graduate of the 
University of South Carolina, who 
earned her master’s degree in creative 
writing. Florence Adler Swims Forever 
is her first novel. The book was named 
a New York Times Editors’ Choice and 
was also recognized with the 2020 Na-
tional Jewish Book Award for Debut 
Fiction. The novel centers on a fam-
ily living in Atlantic City during the 
1930s. A crowded apartment includes 
Esther and Joseph Adler, two daughters 

– college-girl Florence and expectant 
mother Fannie – and a young Jewish 
woman whom Joseph helped emigrate 
from Nazi Germany. When Florence 
dies during a swimming accident, the 
family decides to hide the truth from 

Fannie for fear she might lose the baby, 
a decision that creates a great deal of 
family tension that reveals many fam-
ily secrets.

What was your inspiration for 
writing this book?

 When my grandmother was a 
little girl living in Atlantic City, she 
witnessed her Aunt Florence drown. 
Florence was 19 years old and a cham-
pion swimmer, intent on swimming the 
English Channel. When she died, her 
older sister (my great-grandmother) 
was pregnant and in the hospital on 
bed rest. The family made the decision 
not to tell my great-grandmother that 
Florence had died for fear that it would 
jeopardize the pregnancy, and that de-
cision has always stayed with me. I 
wanted to write a novel that explored 
what happens to a family when they 
are determined to keep secrets for the 
benefit of the people they love.

What is one thing you learned 
while writing this book (either about 
yourself or the subject matter) that 
most surprised you?

I wrote this novel while I was 
working full-time and raising three 
kids. I’d set my alarm for 4:30 a.m. and 

write for two and a 
half hours before 
I woke my kids 
and got everyone 
out the door. The 
process of sitting 
down every day – 
day in and day out 
– over the course 
of two years, pro-

duced paragraphs, pages and eventual-
ly an entire manuscript. Now I have a 
lot more faith in the process. I know 
that if I show up every day, good things 
will happen.

What do you hope readers take 
away from reading this book?

I always feel a little strange telling 
people what I think they should take 
away from the book. Our reading ex-

periences are so personal. Some peo-
ple respond to the family dynamics 
that go into keeping a secret this big. 
Others are fascinated by the undercur-
rent of antisemitism that pervaded life 
in Atlantic City and elsewhere during 
the 1930s. The book shines a light 
on immigration, intermarriage, gen-
der equality and a host of other topics 
that are as relevant today as they were  
then.
Laraine Newman
May You Live in Interesting Times
Laraine Newman grew up in Los An-
geles with movie star neighbors, bore 
witness to the music scene in the 1960s 
and the rise of comedy in the early 

1970s, and even studied mime in Paris 
under the tutelage of Marcel Marceau. 
A founding member of the seminal 
comedy troupe The Groundlings,  
Newman was approached by Lorne  
Michaels who invited her to become 
part of the original cast of Saturday 
Night Live (SNL). But, as you learn 
in May You Live in Interesting Times, 
it wasn’t all glitz and glamour. New-
man arrived in New York City with 
an attraction to drugs that grew to be 
an all-consuming addiction, even as 
she skyrocketed to fame. Her book is 
a warm, funny, heartfelt snapshot of 
1970s New York City and her rise to 
the top of the comedy field.

What was your inspiration for 
writing this book?

I’d be watching TV, or seeing a 

movie or reading a book, and every 
so often, the time (era), the place or 
people involved in these things were  
people I knew or started out with, and 
not just SNL. Growing up in Los Ange-
les placed me at the forefront of music 
and show business trends. The Ground-
lings and the beginning of the comedy 

boom in Los 
Angeles in the 
early 1970s, 
the friends I 
made, every-
one and every-
thing in some 
way related to 

our entertainment pop culture of the 
last 50 years. I thought that would be 
an interesting story to tell.

What is one thing you learned 
while writing this book (either about 
yourself or the subject matter) that 
most surprised you?

I learned that when you write a 
memoir, sometimes you have to fall 
on a sword to make it a better story. 
There are things I experienced that 
were monumentally mortifying…. But 
damn, if they weren’t funny. I mean, 
what’s funnier than humiliation?

What do you hope readers take 
away from your book?

I’d like readers to see that it took 
me a long time to not feel defined by 
what I considered my successes and 
failures. Also, I would like for them to 
understand the work and passion that it 
takes to be gainfully employed, which 
I’ve been lucky enough to be.
Tickets
Tickets for the Pam Jenoff and Rachel 
Beanland events on Zoom are $10 per 
household. Tickets for the Eddie Shap-
iro event at Temple Emanu-El are $18 
in advance and $25 at the door; $10 per 
household on Zoom. Tickets for the 
Laraine Newman event at Temple Sinai 
are $25 in advance and $30 at the door; 
$10 per household on Zoom. To pur-
chase tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/books. 
For more information on the People of 
the Book series of events, please con-
tact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or at 941.343.2113. 

Rachel Beanland

Laraine Newman
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Hermione Gilpin joins Federation team  
as Chief Advancement Officer
Staff Report

A conversation with playwright Faye Sholiton

Hermione Gilpin, a well-known 
Sarasota development profes-
sional, has joined The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee as 
Chief Advancement Officer. Hermione 
will lead a development team of pro-
fessionals and volunteers to support 
the Federation’s mission, including 
completing the $29 million capital 
campaign to redevelop the main cam-
pus.

“We are incredibly fortunate to 
have found in Hermione Gilpin a de-
velopment professional who met our 
many requirements,” said Federation 
CEO Shep Englander. “We not only 
need a development leader with expe-
rience successfully managing devel-
opment teams and securing significant 
annual, capital and endowment gifts, 

we also need a leader who knows the 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish and philan-
thropic communities. Hermione has an 
outstanding track record and she will 
hit the ground running because she al-
ready knows many of our Jewish com-
munity’s leaders and donors.”

As vice president of institutional 
advancement and planning at Marie 
Selby Botanical Gardens for the past 
several years, Hermione helped se-
cure leadership gifts and built a team 
of development professionals. She also 
played key roles in the capital cam-
paign for Selby Gardens’ Master Plan. 
Prior to Selby, she was a philanthrop-
ic advisor for Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation. She started her local de-
velopment career at the Asolo Reper-
tory Theatre.

“When I think about 
Hermione it makes me 
smile,” said Federa-
tion President Bruce 
Udell. “I worked with 
her when she was at the 
Asolo Rep and again 
when she was at Gulf 
Coast. Every time I saw 
her, she greeted me with 
sincerity and warmth. 
She is smart, focused 
and an incredible lis-
tener. In short, she’s got 
what it takes. We are thrilled to have 
Hermione play this central role on the 
new and extraordinary Jewish Federa-
tion team.”

“I’ve long been impressed with the 
Jewish Federation’s mission, especial-

ly how the Federation 
inspires deep conver-
sations, broadminded 
perspectives and ded-
ication to learning,” 
Hermione said. “I’m 
energized by the vi-
sion for The Larry 
& Mary Greenspon 
Family Campus for 
Jewish Life. It will 
be a unique commu-
nity gathering place 
where people with 

different backgrounds will exchange 
ideas and pass on Jewish values and 
traditions to the next generation. I can’t 
wait to help realize that vision.”

Hermione can be reached at hgilpin 
@jfedsrq.org.

Hermione Gilpin

New director to manage Jewish community  
security operations
Staff Report

Thomas Baugher, a former FBI 
agent, will join The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Man-

atee as its new Community Security 
Director. Tom succeeds Jeff Solomon, 
our community’s first Community Se-
curity Director, who is now Deputy 
Director of Operations for the Secure 
Community Network (SCN), the of-
ficial safety and security organization 

for the North American Jewish com-
munity. 

Tom, who will serve in our com-
munity as a representative of SCN, will 
develop and administer a communal 
security program that provides threat 
mitigation, security consultations and 
security trainings to the Sarasota-Man-
atee Jewish community.

“After an exhaustive nationwide 

search, Tom Baugher was the obvious 
choice to step into the Community Se-
curity Director position,” Jeff said. “I 
firmly believe Tom will build on the 
strong security foundation we have es-
tablished.” 

Jeff, who is remaining in Saraso-
ta, will oversee SCN’s community and 
regional security programs, training, 
critical infrastructure and emergency 
preparedness sections. “I’m committed 
and excited to continue to work with 
the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish com-
munity in my new role,” he said. “I’ll 
continue building the program focus-
ing on the training center, community 
engagement and working with Jewish 
businesses.” 

Tom has spent the last 24 years 
with the FBI in roles from Special 
Agent to SWAT Senior Team Lead-
er. His most recent positions were as  
Assistant Inspector-in-Place and Su-
pervisory Senior Resident Agent in the 
Sarasota office, where he has worked 
with the Sarasota community on inci-
dents and response efforts. He also has 
in-depth experience instructing fed-
eral, state and local law enforcement 
on topics like active shooter response, 

firearms and defense tactics. 
“We are thrilled to have Tom join 

our Federation as the new Communi-
ty Security Director,” said Federation 
CEO Shep Englander. “His breadth 
of experience in law enforcement will 
bring an immense level of knowledge 
and expertise to help keep our commu-
nity safe and secure.”

Other responsibilities will include 
providing customized support to Jew-
ish institutions; establishing a system 
of collaboration and communication 
between organizations; and represent-
ing the Federation and the Jewish com-
munity in public forums concerning 
security matters.

Tom is deeply committed to pro-
tecting Sarasota-Manatee’s rich and 
diverse Jewish community and the 
sanctity of freedom of expression. “I 
am excited to join The Jewish Feder-
ation of Sarasota-Manatee and contrib-
ute to its safety and security initiative,” 
he said. “I hope to use my extensive 
background, local knowledge and 
deep personal commitment to rich 
and diverse community life to pro-
tect this community from all forms of  
threats.”

MOVING?
Take The Jewish 
News with you!

Send your new address to Leslie at  
lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

Sarasota Jewish Theater features Sholiton’s The Interview in this season’s lineup.

Sarasota Jewish Theater (SJT), a 
project of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, will 

bring The Interview to Sarasota’s audi-
ences next month, but first there will 
be a conversation with its playwright, 
Faye Sholiton. This dynamic, compel-
ling drama will be a Southwest Florida 
premiere. New York actor Geraldine 
LiBrandi will reprise the role she first 
read at the Cleveland Play House in 
1997. 

Bracha Weissman is a Holocaust 
survivor who has never talked about 
her experiences. She is preparing to 
be interviewed for a Shoah project and 
gets cold feet about opening up her life 
to a total stranger the evening before 
the interview. From the opening beat 
of the play, she is ambivalent about 

giving her testimony. Compounding 
the problem, the interviewer, Ann, is 
a local history teacher who has volun-
teered to take testimony for this Shoah 
video history project. As this is Ann’s 
first interview, she has no idea what she 
is getting herself into. 

Moments in this play have the 
ring of truth because playwright Faye 
Sholiton was a journalist for the Sho-
ah project. When she developed the 
play at the Cleveland Play House, Faye 
synthesized bits and pieces of her inter-
views into a rich drama sprinkled with 
Bracha’s wry humor. For instance, 
someone really said these words that 
Faye puts in Bracha’s mouth: “If you 
don’t want the answers, don’t ask the 
questions.” Where does an interviewer 
go from there?

Ultimately, The Interview is a play 

Temple Emanu-El’s Israel Committee and  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee Present: 

Israel’s High Tech Impact on the World 
Special Guest Speaker: Anat Katz, 

Economic Minister for North America, in Israel’s 
Consulate General in New York. 

Ms. Katz is responsible for promoting Israeli-U.S. and Israeli-Canada  
economic and trade ties, with a strong focus on the promotion of Israeli  

exports, U.S. investments in Israel and bilateral research and development  
collaborations.  She holds an MBA and a Bachelor Degree in laws (Honors 

Program) from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.  

Sunday, February 13 at 10:30 am via Zoom 

Register at www.sarasotatemple.org 

http://www.sarasotatemple.org
mailto:lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org
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CHRISTOPHER S. LITTLE, M.D. and STEVEN W. FINEMAN, M.D.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. EXTRAORDINARY CARE.

Call (941) 954-9990 
Visit www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com

A concierge practice devoted to internal medicine and wellness.

A conversation with playwright Faye Sholiton
By Trudi Krames, Sr. Director of Programming
Sarasota Jewish Theater features Sholiton’s The Interview in this season’s lineup.

www.hotworks.org  Facebook.com/HotWorksArtShows   Instagram @HotWorksArtShows   Christine Moore, Mixed Media

COVID safety guidelines in place: Social distancing, all booths spread apart, face coverings recommended and more

Professionally Juried Fine Art & Fine Craft Show
At Phillippi Estate Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

All Art is Original, Personally Handmade & for Sale by the Artist Present at the Show
Saturday, February 12 & Sunday, February 13 ~ 10am-5pm Daily

Free Admission; Parking $5 supports
Plus! Call for Entries: Youth Art Competition for grades K-8 or ages 5-13. More info www.ArtsAndEducationInc.org

See Art, Love Art, Buy Art!™ 
8th Sarasota Fine Art Show March 12 & 13, 2022 at Phillippi Estate Park, Sarasota

HotWorks.org 7th

February 12 & 13, 2022
At Phillippi Estate Park, Sarasota

Sarasota Open Air Fine Art Show™

Sarasota Jewish Theater (SJT), a 
project of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, will 

bring The Interview to Sarasota’s audi-
ences next month, but first there will 
be a conversation with its playwright, 
Faye Sholiton. This dynamic, compel-
ling drama will be a Southwest Florida 
premiere. New York actor Geraldine 
LiBrandi will reprise the role she first 
read at the Cleveland Play House in 
1997. 

Bracha Weissman is a Holocaust 
survivor who has never talked about 
her experiences. She is preparing to 
be interviewed for a Shoah project and 
gets cold feet about opening up her life 
to a total stranger the evening before 
the interview. From the opening beat 
of the play, she is ambivalent about 

giving her testimony. Compounding 
the problem, the interviewer, Ann, is 
a local history teacher who has volun-
teered to take testimony for this Shoah 
video history project. As this is Ann’s 
first interview, she has no idea what she 
is getting herself into. 

Moments in this play have the 
ring of truth because playwright Faye 
Sholiton was a journalist for the Sho-
ah project. When she developed the 
play at the Cleveland Play House, Faye 
synthesized bits and pieces of her inter-
views into a rich drama sprinkled with 
Bracha’s wry humor. For instance, 
someone really said these words that 
Faye puts in Bracha’s mouth: “If you 
don’t want the answers, don’t ask the 
questions.” Where does an interviewer 
go from there?

Ultimately, The Interview is a play 

about healing and 
moving forward in 
life. It’s about the 
silences and secrets 
that damage fami-
lies, and the bumpy 
road of empathy that 
leads to forgiving 
and forgiveness. Di-
rector Carole Klein-
berg explains, “This 
is much more than 
a Holocaust play. It 
will resonate with anyone who has sur-
vived a situation which created chaos 
in their life, and which they didn’t have 
the power to fix. Bracha is such a fully 
drawn character, that I think audiences 
will want to wrap her in love.” 

A word about The Interview from 
Faye Sholiton: “The Inter-
view evolved from more 
than a decade of taking 
testimony from survivors 
of the Holocaust, most 
of whom rarely, if ever, 
spoke of their past trau-
ma. Among those spared 
the details were their chil-
dren, who were left to 

imagine what might have happened, 
yet instructed to remember. I wrote 
the play to explore how these two gen-
erations might finally break through 
their self-imposed silence. Because as 
it turns out, when families can’t speak 
about something, we can’t really speak 
about anything.”

On working with Sarasota Jewish 
Theater, Sholiton says, “I’m delighted 
to work with Carole Kleinberg, who 
continues to provide important, en-
gaging theater at a time when we’re 
challenged just to gather. That she has 
tapped Geraldine LiBrandi, whose 
Cleveland Play House table reading of 
Bracha first breathed life into the char-
acter, is icing on the cake. I hope the 
Sarasota Jewish Theater production of 
The Interview, with this stellar cast, 
will resonate for the Sarasota audience 

and provide food for thought  
on the way home.”

In addition to LiBrandi, 
local theater luminaries Kath-
erine Michelle Tanner as Rif-
ka, Jean Dudash as Ann, and 
Philip Troyer as Chris round 
out the cast. 

For an exciting introduc-
tion to the play, the actors 
will join Kleinberg and the 
playwright in a freewheeling 
Zoom discussion on Thursday, 

February 10 at 7:30 p.m.
To participate in the conversation 

with Faye and the actors or become 
a VIP or sponsor for the SJT 2022 
season, visit jfedsrq.org/SJT. Your 
tax-deductible donation will support 
high-quality professional Jewish the-
ater in Sarasota.

The Interview will be performed 
on March 2, 3 and 5 at 7:30 p.m., and 
March 6 at 1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
at The Players Centre for Performing 
Arts, “Studio 1130” at the Crossings 
at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. Tickets are available at 
jfedsrq.org/SJT or through the Players 
box office at 941.365.2494. 

Faye Sholiton

TidewellHospice.org  •  (941) 552-7500

Many of Tidewell’s services are funded 
by donors. Visit TidewellFoundation.org 
to donate or learn more.

EH-22-0020A

Tidewell Hospice
is committed to meeting the spiritual  and 
physical needs of our patients and families.

As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:
• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Hebrew Bible and prayer book

http://www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com
https://www.tidewellhospice.org
http://www.artsandeducationinc.org
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Chai Society –  
Spotlight on Kim Sheintal
By Lisa Feinman, Resource Development Manager

Kim Sheintal is a proud mem-
ber of The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee’s Chai 

Society. This special group of donors 
have each supported the Federation 
for 18 years or more and its members 
have a wealth of knowledge about the 
history of our Jewish community and 
Federation. With Kim’s help, I will be 
sharing stories of Chai Society mem-
bers in subsequent issues of The Jew-
ish News. Below is a glimpse of Kim’s 
journey from Sarasota “newcomer” to 
Chai Society member.

Kim and Jon Sheintal moved to 
Sarasota in 1971 but didn’t learn about 
Federation’s work and mission for 
several years. Kim’s first encounter 

with the Federation was in 1981. At 
that time, it was known as the Saraso-
ta Jewish Federation and was located 
on Ringling Boulevard, occupying 
only 2,700 square feet of space. As a 
member of Women’s American ORT, 
Kim attended monthly meetings at the 
Federation offices. When Federation 
moved to McIntosh Road in 1986, it 
continued to host ORT meetings. Each 
month, Kim interacted with the friend-
ly and talented Federation staff who 
eventually invited her to serve on first 
one and then several Federation com-
mittees including Women’s Day and 
events designed to welcome those new 
to our community. 

In 2008, she became co-chair of 
the Women’s Division (a.k.a. Nashim 
L’Tovah) with our own Ilene Fox, also 
a dedicated volunteer before joining 
the Federation staff. Ilene shared, “Kim 
was wonderful to work with and we 
became fast friends. Her creativity and 
leadership gave birth to some of our 
hallmark events that continue to exist 
and impact the community today such 
as Women’s Day. I have fond memo-
ries of Kim making unique centerpiec-
es out of materials stored in her garage 
and gathering a group of women to 
paste artwork on matzah boxes for our 
Women’s Passover Celebration.”

One of Kim’s favorite committee 
experiences was recruiting and coor-
dinating volunteers for annual events 

celebrating Israel and Jewish culture 
in the early 2000s. Aviva, then known 
as Kobernick House, partnered with 
Federation and hosted these events on 
its campus. They had a new name and 
theme each year including “Shop Isra-
el,” featuring Israeli goods and artists, 
and “Festival of Jewish Foods,” pro-
viding gastronomic delights. 

Kim’s most cherished Federation 
moment was on August 25, 2011, when 
Kim Adler, then Director of Commu-
nications and Programming for the 
Federation, asked her if she would like 
to write a photographic history book 
about the Jewish community of Sara-
sota for Arcadia Publishing. She said, 
“yes,” and her book was released in 

January 2013. This marvelous collec-
tion of historical facts and photos is 
available from Arcadia Publishing at 
arcadiapublishing.com.

Kim Sheintal has been involved 
with the Federation for 40 years. As 
her understanding of the good things 
the Federation does for our commu-
nity and Israel grew, so did her desire 
to do more than volunteer, and she be-
gan making contributions to the Fed-
eration’s Annual Campaign, which she 
has sustained for many years.

Since the days when she attended 
meetings at the Federation building, 
Kim has watched the Sarasota-Mana-
tee Jewish population grow from 6,000 
to over 35,000 people living in Jew-
ish households, according to the 2019 
Jewish Community Study. Kim says, 
“Thank you, Federation, for what you 
have accomplished for our communi-
ty and for giving me the opportunity 
to give back. I want to continue as a 
Chai Society member for many more  
years.”

Kim continues to research and 
write and is looking forward to con-
tributing to The Jewish News as she 
interviews other Chai Society mem-
bers, collecting stories and memories 
of Jewish life in Sarasota and Manatee 
counties. If you have a story to share, 
we would love to hear from you. Please 
contact me at lfeinman@jfedsrq.org or 
941.706.0034.

Nadia Ritter, Jacqueline Siegel-Frascella, Leslie Malkin, Kim Sheintal,  
Ava Hodous (z”l) and Rosa Mandelblum in 2009

Read the current and previous 
editions of The Jewish News  
at jfedsrq.org/jewish-news

By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

In support of the partnership The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee has with Sarasota Coun-

ty Schools and the School District of 
Manatee County, the Federation is 
pleased to announce an expansion of 
its profoundly impactful Holocaust 
Survivors Speakers Bureau. Over the 
last five years, over 6,000 students in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties have 
had the life-changing experience of 
personally hearing a Holocaust survi-
vor tell their stories of survival, resil-
ience and hope.

The program, now called Part-
ners in Holocaust Education Speakers 
Bureau, will offer schools and com-
munity organizations the opportunity 
for their students or members to hear 
a Holocaust survivor’s story, or a sec-
ond/third generation survivor speak 
of their survivor parent’s story with 
the added dimension of their own ex-
perience of growing up as the child of  

JFNA mourns the passing of Norma Kipnis-Wilson z”l

The Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA) mourns the 
loss of Norma Kipnis-Wilson 

z”l, women’s philanthropy visionary 
and co-founder of the Lion of Judah.

Norma was a powerhouse whose 
spirit and work touched countless lives 
and continue to do so. In 1970, when 

FOR TICKETS, VISIT

JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT

ROSE
The play blends the personal with the political as it 
traces Rose’s story from the devastation of Nazi-
ruled Europe to living the American dream in Miami 
Beach. A one-woman tour-de-force, Carolyn Michel 
is perfect as Rose in Martin Sherman’s beautifully 

written play. Directed by Howard Millman, Rose’s life shockingly connects horrific 
20TH century events to images that play out on our televisions today. 

Saras   taJewish
T heater
Saras   taJewish
T heater
P R E S E N T S

Three entertaining,  
emotionally engaging,  
contemporary plays that  
reflect the Jewish experience  
and stimulate the mind and heart.

FEBRUARY 2 – 6, 2022

MEDIA SPONSOR

A negative COVID-19 test or proof of vaccination will be required for attendance.  
Full policy details can be found at JFEDSRQ.ORG/SJT.

SARASOTA JEWISH THEATER IS A PROJECT OF

MARCH 2 – 6, 2022
THE INTERVIEW
Geraldine LiBrandi recreates her acclaimed 
performance as Bracha Weissman, a Holo-
caust survivor who reluctantly agrees to 
be interviewed for the Shoah Project. In a 
surprising turn of events, a simple oral history 
becomes a story of mothers and daughters, 
forgiveness and being forgiven. Directed by  

Carole Kleinberg, The Interview 
also features award-winning 
actors Katherine Michelle Tanner 
and Jeanette Dudash.

Florida Gulfcoast
PREMIERE

TUESDAYS

This is the story of journalist Mitch Albom and 
Morrie Schwartz, his former Brandeis University 
professor. What starts as a casual visit turns into 
a last class in the meaning of life. This touching, 
life-affirming, deeply emotional drama, 

sprinkled with a generous dose of humor, will burst to life on the stage with 
performances by Sarasota favorites Don Walker and Derek Brookens. 

WITH MORRIE
APRIL 6 – 10, 2022

QUESTIONS? Contact Carole Kleinberg at  
info@sarasotajewishtheater.org

https://www.jfedsrq.org/sjt
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Chai Society –  
Spotlight on Kim Sheintal

Federation expands its Speakers Bureau  
with Partners in Holocaust Education
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

In support of the partnership The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota- 
Manatee has with Sarasota Coun-

ty Schools and the School District of 
Manatee County, the Federation is 
pleased to announce an expansion of 
its profoundly impactful Holocaust 
Survivors Speakers Bureau. Over the 
last five years, over 6,000 students in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties have 
had the life-changing experience of 
personally hearing a Holocaust survi-
vor tell their stories of survival, resil-
ience and hope.

The program, now called Part-
ners in Holocaust Education Speakers 
Bureau, will offer schools and com-
munity organizations the opportunity 
for their students or members to hear 
a Holocaust survivor’s story, or a sec-
ond/third generation survivor speak 
of their survivor parent’s story with 
the added dimension of their own ex-
perience of growing up as the child of  

a Holocaust survivor.
In addition, a very important part 

of the program includes a Holocaust 
historian or teacher who has previous-
ly taught Holocaust studies to precede 
each talk with a historical overview of 

the speaker’s experience, such as the 
Kindertransport, Hidden Children or 
the Nuremberg Laws. 

Focusing on one element of the 
Holocaust for each pairing will allow 
students to first learn the historical 
context of a particular topic and then 

to learn about the experience of living 
that moment in history through the 
eyes of a witness.

The International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliances (IHRA) suggests 
objectives for teaching and learning 

about the Holocaust: to 
develop knowledge of 
the Holocaust, ensuring 
accuracy in individu-
al understanding and 
knowledge and raising 
awareness about the 
possible consequences 
of antisemitism; to cre-
ate engaging teaching 
environments for learn-

ing about the Holocaust; to promote re-
flective thinking about the Holocaust, 
including the ability to counter Holo-
caust denial and distortion; and to con-
tribute to Human Rights and genocide 
prevention education. The Partners in 
Holocaust Education Speakers Bureau 

was designed with the IHRA’s recom-
mendations in mind. 

We firmly believe that we must all 
continue to educate for the future. Each 
new generation needs to understand 
that prejudice, exclusion, stereotyp-
ing and lack of tolerance have terrible 
consequences and can lead to more ag-
gressive forms of persecution. We must 
teach kindness, respect and love of our 
fellow human beings, and to stand up 
against antisemitism and all acts of 
hate – to stand up and to not stand by 
and let them happen.

If you are a former Holocaust edu-
cator, historian or a second/third gener-
ation survivor and are willing to combat 
antisemitism and all forms of hatred by 
participating in the Partners in Holo-
caust Education Speakers Bureau, and 
would like more information about the 
Federation’s Holocaust Education and 
Programming, contact me at bzaret@
jfedsrq.org or at 941.228.3676.

Holocaust survivor Ginette Hersch  
shares her story at Gulf Gate Elementary

JFNA mourns the passing of Norma Kipnis-Wilson z”l
By Mark Wilf and Carolyn Gitlin

The Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA) mourns the 
loss of Norma Kipnis-Wilson 

z”l, women’s philanthropy visionary 
and co-founder of the Lion of Judah.

Norma was a powerhouse whose 
spirit and work touched countless lives 
and continue to do so. In 1970, when 

Jewish Women’s Philanthropy was con-
sidered the “Women’s Division,” she 
envisioned a path for elevating wom-
en’s significant leadership in the field. 
She believed in the enormous contribu-
tion that Jewish women were capable 
of making and of a minimum mil-
lion-dollar campaign. This was ground- 

breaking philanthropy, unheard of for 
women at that time.

A few months later, in a dream, it 
became clear. A Lion of Judah would 
become the symbol, as Norma herself 
said, “of the strength of Judaism and 
the Jewish people.” She went to work 
with her close friend Toby Friedland 
z”l, and in 1972, they co-founded the 
Lion of Judah with the Greater Miami 
Jewish Federation, creating a new ave-
nue and sense of recognition for wom-
en to make significant financial and 
personal commitments to effectuate 
positive change. 

Since that year, the Lion of Ju-
dah community has grown to repre-
sent a cohort of nearly 18,000 women 
worldwide. Because of Norma Kipnis- 
Wilson, Jewish women from 146 Fed-
erations and around the world can  
celebrate their collective ability to re-

pair the world and secure the future of 
the Jewish community through philan-
thropy. 

The year 2022 marks the 50th anni-
versary of the Lion of Judah. This sym- 
bol became responsible for raising more 
than a billion dollars to benefit Jews in 
need in Israel, in countries worldwide 
and in our own local communities.

Norma remained on the frontlines 
from the Lion of Judah’s inception 
until her death. She inspired two gen-
erations of Lions, many of whom are 
now leading and inspiring yet another 
generation of Jewish women. She will 
be sorely missed, but her legacy will 
continue forever. May her memory be 
a blessing.
Mark Wilf is Chair of the JFNA Board 
of Trustees. Carolyn Gitlin is Chair  
of JFNA’s National Women’s Philan-
thropy.

L’Dor 
V’Dor

SERVING THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1978 
Charter Members of Temple Sinai

Selling Real Estate  
to Every Generation

YOU WILL RECEIVE:
• Unparalleled service

• Detailed attention to your needs 
• Constant communication 

Our specialty is YOU. Please visit theCollierGroup.com to read what others say.

CONTACT THE COLLIER GROUP TODAY.

1605 Main Street, Suite 101 | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941.951.6660

Janis Collier, REALTOR®

941.313.1212
JanisCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Mary Collier, REALTOR®

Ron Collier, REALTOR®

ollier GroupTHE

Lion of  Judah
& Pomegranate

E V E N T

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 • 11:30am

A minimum gift of $1,800 (Pomegranate) or $5,000 (Lion of Judah) toward the 2022 
development efforts of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is required.

Contact Gisele Pintchuck for further information: 
941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

“I am looking forward to meeting the incredible women of Sarasota. 
We will celebrate coming together in person for the first time in a 
very long time. Together we will take this moment to shine a light 
on all you have done to build this incredible community. We will talk 

about the major initiatives of National Women’s Philanthropy and discuss the collective 
impact we are having around the world.”
– Carolyn Gitlin 

  50 thAnniversary Celebration

s p e c i a l  g u e s t 
Carolyn Gitlin
Chair, National Women’s  
Philanthropy – Jewish  
Federations of North America

SARASOTA YACHT CLUB 
1100 John Ringling Boulevard 
Sarasota

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota Covid protocols requiring  
a negative Covid test or proof of vaccine, as well as masks when not eating.

NEW DATE

mailto:gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org
mailto:janiscollier@michaelsaunders.com
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Introducing Impact Theatre  
and its impact on the community
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

African American and Jewish 
communities are experiencing 
an increase in overt expres-

sions of hatred, bias, racism and an-
tisemitism. 

As co-founders of Impact The-
atre, Walter Gilbert of Newtown Alive, 
Bethany Leinweber of Temple Sinai 
and I, on behalf of The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee, we be-
lieve that something must be done to 
help reverse this trajectory. 

We believe that educating our com-
munity, especially our youth, will help 
demonstrate how critically important it 

is to recognize and stand up to resist, 
reject and refuse all forms and expres-
sions of hatred.

This is the backdrop for Impact 
Theatre, a community-wide educa-
tional initiative to shine a light on the 
common history of oppression and 
persecution of both Jewish and Af-
rican American people and to strive  

for social justice.
The objective is to revive the spir-

it of the legendary friendship and col-
laboration between Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, which was fostered during 
the civil rights era. Impact Theatre 
will highlight the commonalities of 
the two communities, the bridges that 
unite them symbolized by the bridges 
they crossed together during the civil 
rights struggle in the 1960s, and the 
acknowledgement that there still are 
many bridges that we have yet to cross. 

Impact Theatre is a unified and 
collaborative effort among communi-
ty partners. It will serve as a teaching 
moment by connecting local African 
American and Jewish teens to both Ho-
locaust survivors and elder members of 

the African American community who 
lived during the segregated South. The 
teens, by conducting personal inter-
views, will learn firsthand from those 

who witnessed and survived the suffer-
ing from oppression, segregation and 
persecution.

Prior to being paired with an el-
der, each teen will be offered an intro-
ductory “How to Interview an Elder” 
training session by local expert Joan 

Lowery, a visit to The 
Florida Holocaust Mu-
seum and a tour on the 
Newtown Trolley.

Each interview ses-
sion will be supervised 
by a local social work-
er to provide guidance 
and counseling, if nec-
essary. The interactions 
will be recorded by a 
film crew to be included 
in a documentary at the 

end of the program in May 2022, pro-
duced by film students. The film will 
debut during a live discussion/town 
hall meeting among the elders and the 
teens, who will share their personal  
recap of the experience, and may in-
clude a creative/artistic expression us-
ing music, dance, drama, poetry or art.

Contingent upon available fund-
ing, experiential learning for the 
teens may include a trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., to visit the U.S. Holocaust  

Memorial Museum, the National Mu-
seum of African American History and 
Culture, and potentially a visit with the 
U.S. Congressional Caucus on Black/
Jewish relations. Upon their return, the 
teens, as “Agents of Impact,” would 
share their experiences in area schools 
and community organizations for the 
betterment of our society.

Impact Theatre kicked off with 
a luncheon on December 12, 2021, 
which brought together participants to 
get to know one another, learn more 
details about the program and hear 
from two historians, Dr. Andre Krauss 
and David Wilkins, who shared histor-
ical background information about the 
Jewish and African American peoples.

Walter Gilbert best summed up our 
goal when he said, “We elders know 
this painful history, we have lived 
through it. But we are not doing this for 
us. We are doing it for the young ones, 
for the generation that has to safeguard 
society from allowing racism and dis-
crimination to be the order of the day 
again.”

For more information about Im-
pact Theatre and the Federation’s Ho-
locaust Education and Programming, 
contact me at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 
941.228.3676.

Walter Gilbert, co-founder of Impact Theatre

Impact Theatre kick-off luncheon

David G. Wilkins, President, Manasota ASALH, speaks to participants of Impact Theatre

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

Camp Marci Lynn  
to open in 2023
By Robby Etzkin, Senior Director of Camp Marci Lynn

We’ve all heard these sayings 
before: Patience is a virtue. 
Good things come to those 

who wait. Take things one day at a 
time. And my personal favorite: The 
day we plant the seeds is not the day 
we eat the fruit. As children and teens, 
these sayings are often painful to en-
dure. It isn’t our fault. At that devel-
opmental stage, kids’ and teens’ brains 
are geared for immediate gratification. 
But as adults, with the advantage of a 
retrospective lifetime of experiences, 
we have a broader understanding. We 
might not like it, but we do get it. This 
is certainly the case for our soon-to-be 
community-transforming Camp Marci 
Lynn (CML).

Last month, the executive staff 
and leadership of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, along with 
camp Chairs Tommy Bernstein and  
Jaime Marco and me, made the deci-
sion to delay opening Camp Marci 

Lynn until 2023. Once it became clear 
that our own campus would be unavail-
able due to ongoing construction proj-
ects, our strong desire to launch CML 
this upcoming summer became nearly 
impossible. We briefly explored host-
ing camp at a few nearby sites but de-
cided that it was not the best or most 
effective way for us to launch our new 
camp or brand, with an abbreviated 
version for a couple of weeks or with 
limited capacity. 

Responses from our camp parent/
grandparent committee are consistent-
ly supportive, sharing that while this 
decision is personally disappointing, 
professionally it is the right decision, 
both for now and for the long-term  
success of Camp Marci Lynn.

After a long two-year hiatus 
from international travel, the 
Bob Malkin Young Ambassa-

dors (BMYA) trip is back! We have had 
an internal back-and-forth for the last 
year regarding this trip to Israel, trying 
to make the best decision in regard to 
Covid. We even considered taking a 
“winter break” trip. In the end, we de-
cided to move forward with a summer 
2022 trip and expand the eligibility to 
ensure that eligible teens from the last 
two school years could participate.

When making these difficult de-
cisions we took into account several 
factors. First, of course, was health 
and safety. We had the policies of two 
countries to take into consideration, 
and Israel’s has been more stringent 

http://www.jfcs-cares.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org
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Introducing Impact Theatre  
and its impact on the community

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

Camp Marci Lynn  
to open in 2023
By Robby Etzkin, Senior Director of Camp Marci Lynn

We’ve all heard these sayings 
before: Patience is a virtue. 
Good things come to those 

who wait. Take things one day at a 
time. And my personal favorite: The 
day we plant the seeds is not the day 
we eat the fruit. As children and teens, 
these sayings are often painful to en-
dure. It isn’t our fault. At that devel-
opmental stage, kids’ and teens’ brains 
are geared for immediate gratification. 
But as adults, with the advantage of a 
retrospective lifetime of experiences, 
we have a broader understanding. We 
might not like it, but we do get it. This 
is certainly the case for our soon-to-be 
community-transforming Camp Marci 
Lynn (CML).

Last month, the executive staff 
and leadership of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, along with 
camp Chairs Tommy Bernstein and  
Jaime Marco and me, made the deci-
sion to delay opening Camp Marci 

Lynn until 2023. Once it became clear 
that our own campus would be unavail-
able due to ongoing construction proj-
ects, our strong desire to launch CML 
this upcoming summer became nearly 
impossible. We briefly explored host-
ing camp at a few nearby sites but de-
cided that it was not the best or most 
effective way for us to launch our new 
camp or brand, with an abbreviated 
version for a couple of weeks or with 
limited capacity. 

Responses from our camp parent/
grandparent committee are consistent-
ly supportive, sharing that while this 
decision is personally disappointing, 
professionally it is the right decision, 
both for now and for the long-term  
success of Camp Marci Lynn.

Thankfully, the decision to de-
lay opening Camp Marci Lynn comes 
with a bright, shiny silver lining! First 
and foremost, we will be able to fur-
ther develop business plans for using 
our camp facility year-round. This will 
create more opportunities for the Jew-
ish and greater communities to utilize 
our first-class, state-of-the-art facilities 
for local, regional and possibly even 
national and international events and 
programs. These additional revenue 
streams will support the greater mis-
sion of the Federation. 

Second, to help us realize our 
dream, we will have more time to fund-
raise so we can build the camp facili-
ties that we all want. We have a very 
aspirational fundraising goal, as we 
should. Our community deserves the 
absolute best! We know the only way 
we will be able to accomplish building 
the best will be through engaging and 
exciting the entire community, which 
is no short-term task. We are up for the 
challenge, especially knowing that we 
have the support of a strong Federation 
staff team, a phenomenal board – full 
of experience, expertise and great busi-
ness networks – our greater communi-
ty and you. 

And while we all use the previous-
ly mentioned virtuous patience to take 
things one day at a time and await the 
“good things” that will be coming to 
us, another Jewish proverb comes to 
mind: Ask not for a lighter burden, but 
for broader shoulders. Fortunately, for 
us, our already strong and committed 
community continues to grow and our 
figurative shoulders continue to broad-
en. We can do this and we will do this. 
And when we do, it will be “worth the 
wait.”

Bring on the sights of happy chil-
dren playing, the sounds of singing 
traditional Jewish camp songs and that 
oh-so-memorable smell of sunscreen. 
June 5, 2023, will be here sooner than 
we think! 

For a sneak peek into Camp Mar-
ci Lynn, visit campmarcilynn.org. For 
more information, please contact me at 
941.552.6308 or robbye@campmarci 
lynn.org.

The Bob Malkin Young Ambassadors trip is back!
By Jessi Sheslow, Teen & Family Programs Manager

After a long two-year hiatus 
from international travel, the 
Bob Malkin Young Ambassa-

dors (BMYA) trip is back! We have had 
an internal back-and-forth for the last 
year regarding this trip to Israel, trying 
to make the best decision in regard to 
Covid. We even considered taking a 
“winter break” trip. In the end, we de-
cided to move forward with a summer 
2022 trip and expand the eligibility to 
ensure that eligible teens from the last 
two school years could participate.

When making these difficult de-
cisions we took into account several 
factors. First, of course, was health 
and safety. We had the policies of two 
countries to take into consideration, 
and Israel’s has been more stringent 

than that of the United States. Monitor-
ing the often-changing Covid numbers, 
vaccination requirements and travel 
restrictions is a mighty feat. Still, after 
the last temporary shutdown of Israel’s 
borders in November, we believe it is 
the right time to offer this experience 
to our teens. 

Another important factor in this de-
cision-making process was eliminating 
the possibility of a fleeting connection 
to Israel and the Jewish community if 
the teens were unable to go to Israel 
with BMYA. Many teens do not attend 
a synagogue and the Federation and 
its Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
(STEP) are their strongest connections 
to the Jewish community. We want to 
ensure that after hyping the BMYA trip 

to them prior to the pandemic, we can 
still deliver. All of us, including the 
teens, know that this travel hiatus was 
not our doing, but we still feel an obli-

gation to provide the best and strongest 
connection to Israel that we can. 

This year, students eligible for the 
trip are rising juniors, rising seniors 
and (only for this year due to Covid) 
graduated 2022 seniors. On the trip, we 
will visit many major historical Jew-
ish sites, including Masada, the Dead 
Sea, the Kotel (Western Wall) and Yad 
Vashem. We will have several inter-
esting excursions such as volunteering 
at Leket, Israel’s leading food rescue 

organization, taking a Druze cooking 
class and rafting down the Jordan Riv-
er. We are working tirelessly with our 
tour provider to find important, excit-

ing and new ways to share the 
magic of Israel with our teens, 
including a visit to our sister 
city, Tel Mond. 

None of this would be pos-
sible without the generous do-
nations made by our incredible 
community to ensure that Jew-
ish teens get the trip of a life-
time. Thank you to the Malkin 
family, Donald Marshall and 
family, Alice Cotman, the Aber-
son family and the Yunis family. 
If you would like to help make a 

difference in the lives of these teens by 
donating a meaningful gift, no matter 
the size, please reach out to me. 

Barring any further global com-
plications with Covid, the Bob Malkin 
Young Ambassadors Trip to Israel in 
the summer of 2022 will happen! 

For more information about the 
BMYA trip or to make a donation, 
please contact me at jsheslow@jfed 
srq.org or 941.343.2109. You can also 
visit jfedsrq.org/bmya.

A past BMYA group at the Western Wall

Adam Kaplan 
akaplan@jfedsrq.org 
941.552.6307
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Volunteer Spotlight
“Seeds” that help propagate memories
By Sandy Chase

Educating our community, es-
pecially our youth, about the 
Holocaust is crucial,” says 

Dr. Isaac Kalvaria, a second-genera-
tion survivor and member of Genera-
tions After, sponsored by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. Both 
his parents, of blessed memory, were 
survivors.

During a Boston visit, right before 
autumn, Isaac drew the following anal-
ogy: The dying leaves symbolize the 
Holocaust generation; the seed pods 
dropping off the trees represent the 
Generations After.

“Subsequent generations must pre-
serve and nurture these seeds,” Isaac 
says. “We need robust Holocaust edu-
cation programs to teach our children 
that being a bystander is just as danger-
ous as being a perpetrator. While rais-
ing a generation unafraid to confront 
human-rights aberrations continuing to 
plague our world, we are also paying 
homage to survivors who triumphed 
through hell and to those who lost their 
lives.”

One of the “seeds” Isaac endorses 
is Federation’s unwavering commit-
ment to Holocaust awareness through 
his membership in the Generations Af-
ter group, reinstituted a few years ago 
by Jessi Sheslow, former CRC Director 
and now Federation’s Teen & Family 
Programs Manager. 

Pleased to have accepted Jessi’s 
invitation to join, Isaac says, “What a 

great opportunity to meet with others 
who grew up in similar circumstances, 
with respect to our parents, and share 
our stories and experiences.” 

According to David Grace, who 
now co-chairs Generations After with 
Liz Gellis, “Isaac is an active member 
committed to Holocaust 
outreach, sharing his 
parents’ stories during 
our Kristallnacht Com-
memoration and dis-
tributing Chanukah gift 
bags to local Holocaust 
survivors.”

Liz adds, “Isaac has 
impressed me by his 
deep knowledge of his 
family’s Holocaust ex-
periences, intense pride 
as a Jew and dedication 
to work on outreach to the greater com-
munity, helping to educate young peo-
ple about antisemitism.”

Isaac’s comments about the 
Kristallnacht event capture his grati-
tude for the Federation’s Holocaust Ed-
ucation and Programming overseen by 
Bette Zaret. “It was a superb, sensitive-
ly choreographed event, in Bette Za-
ret’s inimitable style. Survivor stories 
were poignant, each of them unique, 
each important. Renowned Holocaust 
scholar Helen Hyde’s eloquent presen-
tation was most meaningful. Perhaps 
the most powerful presentation was 
Rifka Glatz’s story about saving her 

family’s mezuzah scroll in Hungary, to 
be passed down to future generations.” 

As part of the Generations After 
group, Isaac’s recent training for the 
Federation’s Partners in Holocaust Ed-
ucation Speakers Bureau will enable 
him to augment his efforts to educate 

Sarasota and Manatee 
students. The Gener-
ations After compo-
nent of the Speakers 
Bureau offers teachers 
and community lead-
ers a unique opportu-
nity to hear from adult 
children of survivors.

He plans to share 
his mother’s story 
with a larger audience, 
with excerpts from the 
memoir written by his 

wife Vivien. Isaac’s father, also a Ho-
locaust survivor, passed away when 
Isaac was 16 years old.

Honoring his mother’s memory, 
Isaac says, “Antisemitism, hate-fueled 
violence and Holocaust denials and/or 
ignorance are increasing at an alarming 
rate.”

Reminiscing, he says, “Although 
forearm tattoos were an indelible re-
minder, Leon (my brother) and I didn’t 
really know what our parents had been 
through until Vivien interviewed my 
mother, capturing her testimony on 
film years later.”

One of the most significant and 
heart-rending accounts relates to his 
mother’s being thrown off a train by 
her father en route to Treblinka as it 
was pulling out of the station. “That 
brief moment – saving her life – plays 
repeatedly in my head, reminding me 
of her overarching desire to survive 
any obstacle,” says Isaac. “She em-
bodied Victor Frankl’s most enduring 
insights: ‘He who has a why to live for 
can bear almost any how.’ After all her 
losses during the Holocaust, my father, 
brother and I were her why.”

Isaac remembers his childhood in 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), saying, 
“I was overprotected as a child. The 
transience and fragility of life over-
whelmed my mother. Education was 
also paramount. My childhood was fo-
cused like a laser on schoolwork.”

Drawing on extensive experience, 
including practicing in four countries 
and teaching at both the University 
of Florida and as adjunct professor at 

Florida State University, Isaac has had 
a distinguished career as a gastroenter-
ologist. True to his persona, he compli-
ments others, saying he was privileged 
to train under world-renowned physi-
cians in Cape Town, South Africa.

Since immigrating to the United 
States in 1986, he’s been recognized 
for more than a decade by Castle Con-
nolly, a physician-led research organi-
zation choosing top doctors.

Retired from active practice, Isaac 
volunteers as a gastroenterology con-
sultant in the Specialty Community 
Clinic at Sarasota Memorial Hospital, 
treating indigent patients. He states 
that volunteering “gives me purpose, 
brings meaning and rewards me in a 
win-win situation.” He also lectures 
frequently, sharing his medical insights 
with the community.

A LIFE & LEGACY® donor, Isaac 
says, “This initiative is another oppor-
tunity to perpetuate our future, espe-
cially in the alarming climate we find 
ourselves in with Jews once again be-
ing threatened worldwide.” 

Isaac is a voracious reader. He also 
enjoys kayaking, indoor cycling and 
visiting with his six grandchildren. 
In keeping with his desire to research 
genealogy to preserve ancestral mem-
ories, he belongs to the Jewish Gene-
alogical Society of Southwest Florida. 

Isaac is fulfilling his new life as a 
Generations After member while help-
ing preserve the future by honoring the 
courage and memory of Holocaust vic-
tims, rescuers and survivors.

“We owe Isaac a debt of gratitude 
for his generosity of spirit in sharing 
so much of himself and his family’s 
stories with us. While honoring the 
memory of his beloved parents, he 
indeed makes a positive difference in 
the hearts and minds of generations to 
come. It is through Isaac’s parents’ sto-
ries of survival, heroism, resilience and 
hope that he teaches us the truth. From 
these lessons, we can all learn to be 
better human beings and stand up and 
resist all forms of antisemitism and ha-
tred,” says Bette Zaret.
If you are interested in volunteering, 
there are many ways to contribute and 
be part of the volunteer life at the Fed-
eration. For more information, please 
contact Jeremy Lisitza, Director of In-
novation and Volunteer Engagement,  
at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org.

The Federation and JELF 
support Jewish students

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

Dr. Isaac Kalvaria

“

Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

SPONSORED BY  
HANNAH AND NORMAN WEINBERG
$25 in person / $10 via Zoom
To register, visit JFEDSRQ.ORG/events

Questions? 
Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org 
or 941-706-0037

TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 22, 2022 7PM
Hyatt Regency Sarasota

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 
LECTURELECTURE

CHAIR  
MARY COLLIER

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota 
Covid protocols requiring a negative  
Covid test or proof of vaccine,  
as well as masks when not eating.

AN EVENING WITH  NOA TISHBYNOA TISHBY  
Israeli-American author, actress and activist

http://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Women’s Giving Circle Open House attendees

Volunteer Spotlight
“Seeds” that help propagate memories

The Federation and JELF 
support Jewish students

This series highlights mission-based 
programs and projects that are sup-
ported by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. These ini-
tiatives are funded by the Annual 
Campaign. The series helps to ex-
plain where your generous dollars 
are spent and features initiatives 
that enrich the lives of Jews living 
in Sarasota-Manatee, local projects 
with area partners, and overseas 
programs that support the social and 
humanitarian needs of Jews in Israel 
and around the world. Your generous 
support is found in our tenet… To 
strengthen Jewish life and identity 
in our community. (See the article 
below.)

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

By Jessi Sheslow, Teen & Family Programs Manager

In 2021, JELF (Jewish Educational 
Loan Fund) provided 398 inter-
est-free loans to Jewish college, 

graduate and vocational students total-
ing $1,845,851. JELF serves students 
in the five-state region of Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Caroli-
na and Virginia (excluding metro D.C.) 
as they pursue their higher education. 

Thanks to the relationships and 
outreach of The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee, through STEP 
(Shapiro Teen Engagement Program), 
we were able to help improve the ed-
ucational advancement of five local 
students with $26,565 in scholarships. 
While the 2021-2022 school year 
continues to be challenging, we are 
thrilled that students can be back in the 
classroom quenching their hunger for 
learning. The JELF loan application 

Women’s Giving Circle  
holds its annual Open House
By Jeremy Lisitza, Director of Innovation and Volunteer Engagement

More than 30 women came to-
gether both in person and via 
Zoom in December to cele-

brate and learn about Ma’agal Nashim, 
the Women’s Giving Circle (WGC). It 
was also an opportunity to hear from 
2021 grant recipients about how funds 
from WGC are being used in Israel to 
benefit women and children in need.

All attendees of this year’s Open 
House left elated and feeling part of 
this philanthropic chavurah that is tru-
ly making a difference in the world.

Here are just a few quotes that con-
vey the feeling about the Open House:

“It was wonderful to have wom-
en come together both in person and 
via Zoom to learn and hear from pre-
viously WGC-funded not-for-profits 
how important our funding has been 
for them. With 112 grant requests this 
year, more than double from years past, 

my plea is for attendees to get the mes-
sage out to other like-minded women 
to learn how critical it is to fund these 
grant requests and urge women to join 
WGC.” – Nadia Ritter, WGC Chair

“I think this is the most rewarding 
philanthropy I am involved in, with a 
dedicated group of women here help-
ing other women and children in Israel 
with urgent needs.” – Barbara Sander

“I am heartened by the strength 
and vibrancy of our WGC communi-
ty for building a strong brighter future 

for women and 
children at risk 
in Israel!” – Judy 
Marks

In lieu of 
live speakers, we 
will be Zooming 
with grant re-
cipients in Israel 

throughout 2022.
Membership to the Women’s Giv-

ing Circle is a minimum of $518 annu-
ally. Each member has a voice and gets 
a vote on which organizations in Israel 
receive funds. For more information 
or to become a member, contact me at 
941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org.

Guiding investors and their 
families for over 20 years.

Ally Zemelman, CRPC®

Financial Advisor
Vice President – Investments

1819 Main St., Ste. 230, Sarasota, FL 34236
941-361-5812
ally.zemelman@wellsfargo.com  •    wfadvisors.com/ally.zemelman
CA Insurance #0C84346

Investment and Insurance Products: u NOT FDIC Insured u NO Bank Guarantee u MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate  
of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020, 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0620-02418
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Meaningful Judaism 
Prayer - Spirituality - Learning 

Warm Inclusive Community 
Rabbi Jennifer Singer’s Uplifting Services: 
 Friday evenings filled with music and song 
 Saturday mornings shaped by Torah, 

contemplation, discussion 
 Traditional and contemporary liturgy 
 

Wide Range of Activities & Programs: 
  Extensive adult education 

 

941.244.2042     khsarasota.org 
 

Now offering 
 a new membership 

category for under 55 

 Holiday celebrations  
 Jewish meditation 
 Chesed 

 Books & Bagels 
 Shabbat-at Home 
 Social action 

 Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

window is open until April 30, 2022. 
Make sure you visit the website to ap-
ply (see below). 

JELF’s mission is to reduce stu-
dents’ financial burden so that they can 
pursue their higher education full-time. 
The Jewish Federation’s mission is to 
strengthen Jewish life and identity in 
our community, provide for Jewish 
people in need and promote support for 
Israel. Together, our two organizations 
fulfill these missions by helping Jew-
ish students in their time of financial  
need.

For more information about JELF 
loans, visit jelf.org. For more informa-
tion about STEP or the scholarships 
the Federation offers, visit jfedsrq.org/ 
teens. You can also contact me at  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109.

http://www.wfadvisers.com/ally.zemelman
http://www.ian-black.com
http://www.khsarasota.org
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The United Nations singles out Israel once again
By David J. Millstone, Chair of the Community Relations Committee

As 2021 ended, the United 
Nations General Assembly 
once again singled out Isra-

el differently from any other member 
nation. By a vote of 125 to 8 with 34 
abstentions, the General Assembly es-
tablished a permanent Commission of 
Inquiry (COI) through the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) to investi-
gate “all alleged violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law and all alleged 
violations and abuses of internation-

al human rights 
law” by Israel 
against Palestin-
ians indefinitely 
into the future. 
Based upon a 
proposal from the 
Organization of 
Islamic Coopera-
tion, the UNHRC 

voted to create the permanent COI 
based upon Israel’s actions defending 
itself from more than 4,300 rockets and 
mortars fired by Hamas toward Israeli 
population centers. The UNHCR de-
clared Israel may very well be guilty 
of war crimes in defending itself. Nev-
er in its history has the United Nations 
adopted a similar open-ended, standing 
investigative commission.

Among the eight votes against the 
establishment of the COI, the United 
States stated the Commission “perpet-
uates a practice of unfairly singling out 
Israel in the UN and, like prior U.S. 
administrations, we strongly oppose 

such treatment of Israel.” Australia ex-
plained its decision to abstain because 
of its strong opposition to the anti-Isra-
el bias of the vote. Australia’s represen-
tative stated it normally votes in favor 
of resources for human rights even 
when they are for mandates Australia 
does not necessarily support. However, 
in this case, he stressed the COI was 
“excessively broad.” He further said 
Australia believes in “Israel’s right to 
self-defense….”

The creation of the permanent COI 
is but one example of the bias of the 
UN against Israel during 2021. During 
the course of the year, the UN General 
Assembly adopted 14 resolutions tar-
geting Israel with only five other res-
olutions targeting the rest of the world 
combined. Looking at the last six years, 
the General Assembly has adopted a to-
tal of 157 “condemnatory” resolutions. 
Of those, 112 have been against Israel. 
In second place is Russia with 13, fol-
lowed by the United States and Syria 
tied with eight each. The UNHRC has 
adopted 172 “condemnatory” reso-
lutions from 2006 through the end of 
2021 of which over half (95) have tar-
geted Israel, with Syria a distant sec-
ond with 38 condemnatory resolutions 
and North Korea even a more distant 
third with 14 such resolutions.

The bias and discrimination 
against Israel have been acknowledged 
by former UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-Moon, who referred to Israel’s 
treatment in the UN, saying, “Israel’s 

been weighed down by criticism and 
suffered from bias – and sometimes 
even discrimination.”

On the positive side, the number 
of nations that either vote against con-
demnatory resolutions or abstain from 
voting in favor of them has continued 

to grow. Recently, the UN’s Ahmed 
Shaheed condemned antisemitism and 
stated it is “toxic to democracy.” (Mr. 
Shaheed, a Muslim, is the former Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Maldives 
and served as a Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief.) Speak-
ing at the New York UN Headquarters, 
he warned antisemitism poses “a threat 
to all societies if left unaddressed” and 
called upon countries to invest more in 
education to combat antisemitism.

What can you do to help? U.S. 
administrations, whether Democrat 
or Republican, have strongly support-
ed Israel in the UN. It is important 
to the American Jewish community 
and to Israel that Israel not become a 
partisan issue but remain a bi-parti-
san one. You can thank the President 
(whitehouse.gov/contact/) and our UN 
Representative, Ambassador Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield (usun.usmission.
gov/mission/contact-us/), for their sup-

port, no matter what party is in power. 
You can write to the Secretary-Gen-
eral (Antonio Guterres at un.org/en/
contact-us-0) to complain about unfair 
treatment of Israel.

Stay informed and learn about Is-
rael. Share your love of Israel with 

your children and grand-
children. Make sure they 
are informed, as well. 
One source for informa-
tion about what goes on 
at the UN is UN Watch, a 
non-profit headquartered 

in Geneva, Switzerland (unwatch.org).
As part of its charter, the Federation’s 

Community Relations Council works to 
support Israel and fight antisemitism. 
If you have questions, contact me at  
david@millstoneadr.com. Who knows, 
your question or concern could end up 
as a future column in CRConnect.
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a resident of Florida the following 
year. He presently works as an Arbitra-
tor and Mediator. Mr. Millstone is the 
former Anti-Defamation League Chair 
for its International Affairs Committee 
and its Education Committee. He is on 
the board of the Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee where he serves as 
Secretary. Any opinions expressed in 
this article are those of Mr. Millstone 
and not necessarily those of The Jew-
ish News or The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

Robert and Esther Heller

CRConnectonnect

McINTOSH ROAD, SARASOTA

Where YOU belong

The Larry & Mary Greenspon 
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Sara “Suki” Sellinger

Joel & Felicia Servetz

Berta Shaffer

Clay Shafton

Allan & Gail Shaivitz

David & Robin Shapiro

Gerard & Barbara Shapiro

Steven & Cheryl Shapiro

Mark & Margaret Sharff

Larry & Carol Shatoff

Hirsh & Goldie Shifrin

Susan Shimelman

David & Larissa Shutovsky

Linda Silver

Alan & Cindy Silverglat

Ken & Susan Simon

Robert Simon

Sheri Simon

Theodore Simon

Gail Sinick

Mort* & Bunny Skirboll

Rabbi Stephen & Corinne 
Sniderman

Judith Sokal

Jay & Lori Solomon

Maxine Solomon

O. David Solomon

Susan & Martin Spector

Anne Spindel

David & Lisa Spindler

Paula & Arnold Spitalny

Iris Starr

Anne Stein

Barry Stein

Roberta Steiner

Devora Leah Steinmetz

Rabbi Chaim & Sara Steinmetz

Rabbi Levi Steinmetz

Lina & Abram Stekolshchik
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Kenneth Stock

Ronnie Storch
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Harvey & Bonnie Sussman

Robin Sweeting

Leonard & Judith Swerdlow
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Jerry Zingerman

Calvin & Patricia Zoelner

Alan Zuckerman

*Of blessed memory

If we have inadvertently omitted any individual 
or have misspelled any names, please accept 
our apologies & contact Gisele Pintchuck 
so we can properly acknowledge you.

To discuss creating your Jewish legacy, contact LIFE & LEGACY™ director:
Gisele Pintchuck

941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedrsq.org

Joining this extraordinary group of donors is easy! 
Download your Letter of Intent today or get more information on this transformative program from

 JFEDSRQ.org/Legacy-Partner-Program

https://www.jfedsrq.org/legacy-partner-program
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A FUN FILLED
MUSICAL 

WEEKEND!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
TEMPLEBETHSHOLOMFL.ORG/EVENTS

Please join us 
Saturday evening, 

February 12 at 7:30 p.m.
 

For a concert performed by Pizmon, the premier Jewish
a cappella singers from Columbia University, Barnard
College, and the Jewish Theological Seminary

Advanced Tickets: $20 At The Door: $25

Purchase your tickets early as seating is limited!

WEEKEND!

Temple Beth Sholom Presents

COHEN TRUST FUNDS

CORN ART & MUSIC
&

BROUGHT  TO  YOU  BY :

1050 South Tuttle Ave Bldg 2 Sarasota FL 34237  Phone: 941.955.8121

PJ Library: More than books
By Jessi Sheslow, Teen & Family Programs Manager

The joy that your child or grand-
child experiences when they 
get mail addressed to them 

each month with a new Jewish content 
book is the foundation of what makes 
PJ Library so magical. PJ Library is 
a program of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, whose vision has been 
tried and tested with incredible results 
at a national level. That groundwork 
opens the opportunity for me, and all 
local PJ Library professionals, to add 
more ways to strengthen our communi-
ty of PJ kids and families.

For more than a year, 
during the height of the 
pandemic, PJSRQ has in-
creased our social media 
footprint so that we can 
“go where the families 
are.” Even as we start 
getting back into social 
and in-person programs, 
we will continue to have this online 
presence. Families are busy and over 
scheduled, so if we can provide ways 
for them to connect with their Juda-
ism on their own time and in their own 
home, it is a win for us. I would like to 
highlight two ways in which we have 
accomplished our goal of increasing 
our social media footprint:

Activity Packs: For each Jewish 
holiday and some Jewish values, we 
have created an activity pack with a 
low barrier explanation of the holiday 
or value, a word search, coloring pages 
and fun facts. These packs are typical-
ly 10 pages that families can print at 

home for a fun way to learn and feel 
connected to our Jewish customs.

Hebrew Words: We started learn-
ing Hebrew via social media in the 
summer of 2021 with words associated 
with summer. We send our many thanks 
to one of our PJ dads, David Weiman, 
who helped put this initiative together. 
As a PJSRQ community, we learned, 
for example, that glee-da means ice 
cream and shemesh means sun. We 
continued it in the winter with words 
like sheleg for snow and mah-gafayim 

for boots. 
Even though we 

are unable to see PJ 
families who partic-
ipate in these social 
media campaigns the 
way we do at in-per-
son events, we know 
that we are engaging 
the community. On-

line engagement since we began our 
robust social media campaign has in-
creased, at times, by more than 200%. 
We have received very positive and 
consistent feedback from families who 
are thrilled that we have been able keep 
PJ Library relevant during what has 
proven to be an incredibly difficult two 
years for parents.

For more information about PJ Li-
brary or to make a meaningful gift to 
the program, contact me at jsheslow@
jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109. To see 
all the work I’ve outlined above, go to 
Instagram@pjsrq and Facebook.com/
pjlibrarysarasota.

 Make It

941.371.4546

Monthly mitzvahs make all the difference.  When needs arise, 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee responds and does 
so quickly. Thanks to our generous contributors who make 
AUTOMATIC MONTHLY DONATIONS, we’re able to promptly 
provide financial support to those in need.  

WANT TO HELP? Visit JFEDSRQ.ORG/donate and select  
“Make my Donation Monthly Recurring.”

  A Monthly Mitzvah!  A Monthly Mitzvah!

FEDERATION NEWS

 2022 
   MOMentum 
        ISRAEL TRIP*

      Applications
  NOW OPEN!

Tap into yourself, your people and your homeland.
Join us for a trip of a lifetime!

October 31 through November 7
Criteria: Mothers raising Jewish children under 18 years old living at home.

* This trip is highly subsidized!  
   It’s FREE to apply. Spaces are Limited. 

For more information contact Gisele Pintchuck 
941-706-0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

APPLY NOW: 
momentumunlimited.org

http://www.templebethsholomfl.org/events
https://www.momentumunlimited.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/donate
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Remembering Stephen Sondheim
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

It only seemed right that I put aside 
the article I had planned to write 
this month. The death of Stephen 

Sondheim (1930-2021), an import-
ant figure on the American musical 
scene, has caused a stir in the world 
of musical theater. Legendary in his 

own right, Sond-
heim was highly 
regarded as the 
person who “rein-
vented the Amer-
ican musical.” He 
is credited with 
shows that deal 
with unexpected 
themes, complex 
and sophisticated 

musically, often addressing the “dark-
er” side of human experience. Reading 
about him has been fascinating. First, 
I will share a little background about 
the man.

Stephen Joshua Sondheim was 
born on March 22, 1930, in New York 
City to an upper class well-to-do  

Jewish family. His father Herbert was 
a manufacturer of dresses designed 
by his mother Etta Janet “Foxy” (née 
Fox), who also was an interior deco-
rator. His paternal grandparents Isaac 
and Rosa were German Jews, and his 
maternal grandparents Joseph and Bes-
sie were Lithuanian Jews from Vilni-
us. He was raised without any Jewish 
upbringing, and never had a Bar Mitz-
vah. One account I read said that later 
in life he did express an interest in his 
Jewish background. However, I could 
find no evidence of it in anything I  
researched.

Until his parents divorced, the 
family lived in a posh apartment on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan. After 
the divorce he moved with his moth-
er to a farm near Doylestown, Penn-
sylvania, and spent summers with his 
father. His biographer describes him 
as a lonely and emotionally neglected 
child who had a poor relationship with 
a “difficult” mother. In one interview, 
he said his mother told him she never 

Stars of David
wanted him at all! Imagine what that 
can do to an impressionable young 
child. He was sent to the most presti-
gious boarding schools and summer 
camps, attended private prep schools 
and eventually went to Williams Col-
lege, where he graduated magna cum 
laude. Upon his graduation he received 
the Hubbard Hutchinson Prize, a two-
year fellowship to study music.

About the time of his parents’ 
divorce, when he was about 10, he 
developed a friendship with James 
Hammerstein, son of lyricist and play-
wright Oscar Hammerstein, who lived 
nearby. Even though Stephen had a 
good relationship with his father, oth-
er than summers, he did not see his 
father regularly due to the divorce ar-
rangement. As a result, Oscar became 
a surrogate father and mentor for Ste-
phen and introduced him to musical 
theater. Stephen took piano lessons un-
der Oscar’s influence and began writ-
ing songs at the age of 14. He learned 
most everything he knew about the art 
of songwriting from Hammerstein. In 
every interview I read, Sondheim paid 
tribute to Hammerstein’s influence. In 
one interview he said he “loves pass-
ing on what Oscar passed to me.” This 
was evidenced in the videos I watched 
in which he is shown working with stu-
dents.

Sondheim’s debut came at the age 
of 27, writing lyrics for Leonard Bern-
stein’s West Side Story in 1957. Sond-
heim, a wonderful conversationalist, 

tells one of his most interesting stories 
in which Bernstein had to explain how 
to pronounce the words ”Yom Kippur.”

Sondheim’s career is too lengthy 
and complex to describe fully in this 
article. We know that his accom-
plishments in musical theater include 
many Tony awards for his well-known  
musicals such as Sunday in the Park 
with George, Gypsy, Into the Woods, 
Sweeney Todd and Merrily We Roll 
Along. 

I never realized, until writing this 
article, the exact import of the man. It 
was almost an emotional experience 
watching him on YouTube being inter-
viewed and teaching students. I learned 
so much about Stephen Sondheim who 
was a “good man as well as a genius.”

I suggest that you, as interest-
ed readers, look into Wikipedia for a 
complete list of his shows, awards and 
collaborators over the course of his 
lengthy career.

For me, it begs this question: Was 
Stephen Sondheim a Jewish composer 
or a composer who was Jewish…and 
does it really matter?
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of all 
kinds has led to this series of articles 
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

CHJ is now meeting  
safely and in-person.

We invite you to join us until September 2022  
at reduced membership fees.

Please see www.cjh-sarasota.org for  
our calendar of services and programs.

Call or email Judy at 941.929.7771 or 
chjsarasota@hotmail.com for details.

Fri Feb 11 –
Sun Mar 6, 2022

2022

2022

CircusArts.org  |  941.355.9805

circus is back!

Tickets: $20 - $60  

NEW LOCATION! Under the Big Top at  
Nathan Benderson Park’s Regatta Island near the Finish Tower 

20% OFF Tickets Fri, Feb 11 - Fri, Feb 18    
                          thanks to

See website for safety protocols.

http://www.cjh-sarasota.org
http://www.circusarts.org
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STAY  
CONNECTED

.com/jfedsrq

You have the power to give hope. Please consider a gift to help support the 
Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute.  

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSE MENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. THE HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION WILL USE THE FUNDS FOR THE STATED PURPOSE BUT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO USE THE GIFT IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH ITS  
CHARITABLE PURPOSE IF THE STATED PURPOSE IS IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPRACTICAL TO ACHIEVE.

Staying at a nice hotel when out-of-town can make travel worry-free. 
Unless your husband's in surgery at a nearby cancer center.

We believe no one should have to leave home for comprehensive cancer 

care—and now, no one has to. The Radiation Oncology Center at University 

Parkway is open, and the Oncology Tower on the SMH main campus opens 

November 2021. Finally, hope can be found here at home. 

Hope comes home. Give today. 
941.917.1286   |   smhf.org/hope

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are  
also identified as Jewish.

tells one of his most interesting stories 
in which Bernstein had to explain how 
to pronounce the words ”Yom Kippur.”

Sondheim’s career is too lengthy 
and complex to describe fully in this 
article. We know that his accom-
plishments in musical theater include 
many Tony awards for his well-known  
musicals such as Sunday in the Park 
with George, Gypsy, Into the Woods, 
Sweeney Todd and Merrily We Roll 
Along. 

I never realized, until writing this 
article, the exact import of the man. It 
was almost an emotional experience 
watching him on YouTube being inter-
viewed and teaching students. I learned 
so much about Stephen Sondheim who 
was a “good man as well as a genius.”

I suggest that you, as interest-
ed readers, look into Wikipedia for a 
complete list of his shows, awards and 
collaborators over the course of his 
lengthy career.

For me, it begs this question: Was 
Stephen Sondheim a Jewish composer 
or a composer who was Jewish…and 
does it really matter?
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of all 
kinds has led to this series of articles 
on Jewish Folk Music in the Diaspora.

Mrs. Maisel Returns,  
New Series/Movie, Football,  
Jeans and College Jeopardy!
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, the hit 
Amazon Prime series about a Jew-
ish comedian, returns for a fourth 
eight-episode season on Friday, Febru-
ary 18. Two episodes will, as they say, 
be “dropped” on February 18 and each 
following Friday two more episodes 
will “drop.” 

Most of the main characters are 
supposed to be Jewish. Here, first, 
are the Jewish actors playing Jews:  
MICHAEL ZEGEN, 42 (Joel, Mrs. 
Maisel’s ex-husband), KEVIN POL-
LAK, 64 (Joel’s father), CAROLINE 
AARON, 64 (Joel’s mother), and 
ALEX BORSTEIN, 50 (Susie My-
erson, Mrs. Maisel’s manager). I long 
wondered if Myerson is supposed to be 
Jewish. Then, in a 2019 interview, Bor-
stein confirmed that Myerson was Jew-
ish, noting that Myerson, unlike almost 
all the other Jewish characters, came 
from a working-class background.

Here are the non-Jews playing 
Jews: Rachel Brosnahan, who plays 
Mrs. Midge Maisel (the title charac-
ter); Marin Hinkle, who plays Midge’s 
mother; and Tony Shalhoub, who plays 
Midge’s father. Also worth noting: real 
life ’60s comedian LENNY BRUCE, 

who had a big recurring role in seasons 
1-2, will have a big role in season 4. 
Luke Kirby, who plays Bruce, isn’t 
Jewish. 

Suspicion is an original eight- 
episode Apple TV+ series that begins 
streaming on Friday, February 4. It’s 
based on False Flag, an Israeli series. 
Uma Thurman plays a businesswoman 
whose son is kidnapped. If Suspicion 
follows False Flag, as I expect it will, 
several “totally ordinary” persons will 
be accused of being involved in the 
crime, and the mystery will be, are they 
innocent or just good liars? NOAH 
EMMERICH, 56 (The Americans), 
has a big supporting role. 

The NFL Pro Bowl will be played 
on Sunday, February 6 (3:00 p.m., 
ESPN). Players selected include ALI 
MARPET, 28, a guard who plays for 
the Tampa Bay Bucs. 

On Monday, February 7, most 
PBS stations will premiere The His-
tory of Jeans, a new American Ex-
perience documentary. Much of it is 
about LEVI STRAUSS (1828-1902) 
and tailor JACOB DAVIS (1831-
1908). Davis invented the jeans we 
know by putting copper rivets in them 
so they would stand up to hard use.  
Davis bought his cloth from Strauss 
and asked him to finance a patent  

application. Strauss agreed and they 
shared the patent. Spoiler: Strauss was 
an honorable mensch in this “deal.” 

A new evening tournament game 
show, Jeopardy! National College 
Championship, will premiere on Tues-
day, February 8 (8:00 p.m., ABC). 
The series will be hosted by MAYIM  
BIALIK, 46. Bialik is also the co-host 
for the “regular” daily Jeopardy! until 
the end of the 2021-22 season (unclear 
what happens then). No matter what, 
Bialik will host “special events” like 
the college championship, for the fore-
seeable future. 

Inventing Anna is an original, 
nine-part, Netflix mini-series that will 
stream (whole series) on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11. It’s based on the real-life 
story of fraudster Anna Delvey, a non- 
Jewish woman who was born in Russia 
(1991) and grew up in Germany. She 
moved to New York City in 2013. Until 
her arrest in 2017, she pretended to be 
a rich heiress and she cleverly used this 
façade to scam banks and friends out 
of about $200K. JULIA GARNER, 
27, stars as Delvey. Garner won two 
best supporting actress Emmys for her 
work on the Netflix series Ozark. 

I Want You Back is an original  
Amazon Prime romantic comedy film 
that will premiere on February 11. 
Capsule plot: Peter (Charlie Day) 
and Emma (JENNY SLATE, 39) are 
strangers who bond over the fact that 
they have just been dumped by their 
respective partners. Their relationship 
begins as a “misery loves company 
thing.” But it morphs into a “revenge” 
thing when they discover their former 
partners are in happy new romances.

A reboot of the original Law and 
Order series is set to premiere on NBC 
on Thursday, February 24 at 8:00 p.m. 
Sam Waterston returns as Manhattan’s 
District Attorney. He played that role 
for the last three seasons of the orig-
inal. He played the top assistant DA 
for 12 years before his promotion. In 
the reboot, the top assistant DAs are 
played by Hugh Dancy and ODELYA 
HALEVI, 30ish. Halevi was born and 
raised in Israel, the grandchild of Ye-
meni Jewish immigrants. After a year 
of military service, she moved to the 
U.S. at age 19. She has had many small 
roles. Her Law and Order reboot role  
is a huge career break. 

CAMRYN MANHEIM, 60, a 
veteran well-known actress, has snared 
a plum role as the detective in charge 
of the whole police squad room.

http://www.smhf.org/hope
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See the Crossword Puzzle solution on page 34A

The Struma Disaster: an avoidable tragedy
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

The month of February 1942 
saw several events imposed 
by the Nazis against Europe’s 

Jews: on February 13, German Jewish 
leaders deported from Hamburg were 
executed in the ghetto that had been es-

tablished in Minsk; 
February 15 saw the 
first mass gassings 
of Jews at Ausch- 
witz; and 10,000 
Jews from the Lodz 
Ghetto were deport-
ed to their death at 
the Chelmno exter-

mination camp on February 22, with 
another 30,000 similarly deported two 
days later.

While all these developments were 
imposed by the Nazi oppressors, one 
event, in the Black Sea, could have been 
avoided but instead was the result of ac-
tions from others – neutrals and Allies.

On February 24, 1942, a ship 
named the Struma sank. It had earli-
er been responsible for taking several 
hundred Jewish refugees from Roma-
nia to the British Mandate of Palestine. 
Built in 1867, the ship had a long his-
tory characterized by diverse uses and 
several changes of name, variously 
called the Xantha, Sölyst, Sea Maid, 
Kafireus, Esperos, Makedoniya and, 
finally, Struma. Despite its small size 
(only 45.2 meters long, 9.3 meters 
wide and with a draught of 3 meters), 
an estimated 781 Romanian refugees 
were packed into the ship for its final 
voyage.

On December 12, 1941, the Stru-
ma left Constanta, Romania, and ven-
tured into the Black Sea. The waters off 
Constanta were mined for defense, so a 
Romanian vessel escorted the Struma 
clear of the minefield. The Struma’s 
diesel engine failed numerous times 
before arriving in Istanbul, Turkey, on 
December 15, 1941. Its ultimate desti-
nation was Palestine.

The little ship remained there at 
anchor while British diplomats and 
Turkish officials discussed the fate of 
those on board. Britain, for its part, had 
resolved to apply the full measure of 
the conditions imposed by the White 
Paper of 1939 to reduce Jewish migra-
tion to Palestine. With British consular 
officials imploring the Turkish govern-
ment to prevent the Struma from con-
tinuing its voyage, the Turks refused 
to allow any of the passengers to come 
ashore. While the discussions between 
Turkish and British officials went back 
and forth, and with no agreement forth-
coming, supplies on the Struma began 
to run out. 

After weeks of intense discussion, 
the British decided to accept the now 
expired Palestinian visas held by some 
of the Struma’s passengers, who were 
then permitted to continue their jour-
ney to Palestine by land. On February 
12, 1942, British officials approved that 
children on the ship aged 11-16 would 
be given visas for Palestine, but an argu-
ment erupted with the Turks regarding 
how they would be transported. Britain 
refused to send a ship for the children, 

Dr. Paul Bartrop

while Turkey denied them permission 
to travel through Turkish territory.

On February 23, 1942, with the 
Struma’s engine still unworkable and 
her desperate passengers still aboard, 
Turkish officials attempted to board the 
ship, only to be met with resistance from 
the passengers. A larger contingent of 
about 80 police then arrived and the 
Struma was surrounded by Turkish na-
val vessels. After a short period of con-
frontation, the ship was boarded and 
officials detached the Struma’s anchor. 
They then towed the ship from Istanbul 
through the Bosphorus. As it was being 
towed, many passengers hung signs 
over the side, in English and Hebrew, 
reading “SAVE US.” The Turkish au-
thorities abandoned the Struma in the 
Black Sea, just off the coast about 10 
miles north of the Bosphorus.

On the morning of February 24 
there was an enormous explosion, and 
the Struma sank. Years later, it was 
uncovered that it had been torpedoed 
by a Soviet submarine, which had also 
destroyed the Turkish vessel Çankaya 
the night before – notwithstanding the 
fact that the Soviet Union and Turkey 
were not at war, and that Turkey was a 
neutral state. In torpedoing the Struma, 
the submarine killed 780 Jewish refu-
gees and 10 crew members, making it 
the Black Sea’s largest civilian naval 
disaster during World War II.

Some survived the initial attack, 
their lives saved – briefly – as they 
clung to pieces of debris. For hours, 
however, no rescue came. All but one 

of the survivors died from drowning or 
hypothermia; only 19-year-old David 
Stoliar survived. He survived the blast 
and hung onto a floating piece of what 
remained of the ship’s deck. While in 
the water he encountered another sur-
vivor, the Struma’s First Officer, who 
told Stoliar that he had seen the torpe-
do before it sank the Struma. The First 
Officer died overnight.

Upon being rescued, Stoliar was 
detained in Turkey for six weeks, but 
British authorities acquiesced after an 
outcry from Jews in Palestine. He was 
issued travel papers and a visa, trav-
eled to Palestine and later joined the 
British Army in which he served with 
the 8th Army in North Africa. He died 
in 2014 at age 91.

It is generally recognized today 
that the neglect and abandonment of 
the Struma passengers was a major ca-
tastrophe that could have been avoided 
if the will to do so had existed. It also 
served as a precedent for a second So-
viet submarine attack on a Jewish ref-
ugee ship in the Black Sea, again with 
substantial loss of life. On August 5, 
1944, the Turkish ship Mefküre, sail-
ing under the Turkish and Red Cross 
flags, was torpedoed carrying Jewish 
refugees out of Constanta. On that oc-
casion, in a further tragedy, more than 
300 Jewish refugees were killed.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Since 2017, 

5,874  
area students  

have heard testimony  
from Holocaust survivors

Your story of survival moved  
 me and I will remember you  

for the rest of my life.
– North Port High School Student
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Invite a Holocaust 
survivor to your school, 

synagogue or library.  

To book a speaker, contact Anne Stein
HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU COORDINATOR 

luvhula@gmail.com 

#NEVERFORGET

Featuring Holocaust  
scholars, the series  
centers on varied approaches  
toward the Holocaust and  
social justice education and how  
they integrate  in a community.

PRESENTS

S P O N S O R E D  B Y :

To RSVP, please visit JFEDSRQ.org/events

For more information contact Bette Zaret  
at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941-228-3676

NINE-PART SERIESNINE-PART SERIES
Running through  Running through  

June 2022June 2022

Holocaust Museums  
and Memorials  

Around the World 

Holocaust Museums  
and Memorials  

Around the World 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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Jewish-themed Crossword Puzzle

“A Coinciding Crossword” by Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com           
1. Grain-like pasta
5. Synagogue
9. Jews: Jerusalem / Muslims: ___
14. Heroine in Judges
15. Bayit, to Pedro
16. Elude
17. Peron and Gabor
18. “Blonde” drinks
19. Agents making busts
20. Taking the fashion world by storm
23. Jupiter has a lot of them
24. Withdraw from battle
27. Rocker Reed’s on-stage persona, at times
31. “The Alchemist” author
32. B&N sells them
33. ___-CREF
35. Discredit or disguise
36. Getting nuclear weapons
39. Dame lead-in
42. Former Zairian dictator Mobutu ___ Seko
43. Org. for the Montreal Alouettes
46. Put away grain
48. The Plain of the Jordan, in Genesis
51. Seasoning obtained by evaporation
53. Becomes bitter
54. AABB and ABAB or another title for  
      this puzzle
58. “Spider-Man” series director Sam
60. One of the Monopoly tokens
61. Israeli staple
63. Garment material for Kohanim
64. Farcical Fey
65. Shabbat preceder
66. A lot of modern Hebrew, compared to  
      Biblical Hebrew
67. Made like a chazan who had to catch a  
      flight
68. Ballpark VIPs

Down
1. “___ Como Va” (1971 Santana hit)
2. The first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of the  
    Holy Land

3. Like 2-Down
4. Elizabeth and Ashley
5. Capture digitally
6. Dutch portraitist Frans
7. Like a Torah three days a week, generally
8. Superman eye output
9. A neighbor of Minnesota
10. Daniel Craig’s “Casino Royale” costar
11. Ivy League school
12. Military title for Pres. Biden
13. Main source of online revenue
21. U.S. ally since 1948
22. Instant, briefly
23. Org. with a pair of Sox
25. Tuna steak tuna
26. Kicker’s digit
28. The Jazz, on a scoreboard
29. Eating pork on Yom Kippur, e.g.
30. It holds things up
34. Dog breed, Lhasa ___
36. The Edge and Daniel Day Lewis, but  
      not by birth
37. Serving as a satellite
38. Allow
39. GameCube predecessor
40. Total terms for Olmert
41. Catherine I, for one
43. Part of making a crossword puzzle
44. Robert who played a Lebanese terrorist  
      in “The Delta Force” and a U.S.  
      General in “Olympus Has Fallen”
45. Sgts. superiors
47. Common tree
49. Ashkelon to Arad dir.
50. It may be shaken by a court
52. Tries out
55. Export
56. Cup alternative
57. Rosh
58. “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” author’s  
      initials
59. Hurt
62. Eric Holder and Edward Levi: Abbr.

Find Your Wilde

Wilde Lexus Sarasota 
4883 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Jaguar Land Rover
4821 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Honda Sarasota 
7333 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

See the Crossword Puzzle solution on page 34A

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
of the survivors died from drowning or 
hypothermia; only 19-year-old David 
Stoliar survived. He survived the blast 
and hung onto a floating piece of what 
remained of the ship’s deck. While in 
the water he encountered another sur-
vivor, the Struma’s First Officer, who 
told Stoliar that he had seen the torpe-
do before it sank the Struma. The First 
Officer died overnight.

Upon being rescued, Stoliar was 
detained in Turkey for six weeks, but 
British authorities acquiesced after an 
outcry from Jews in Palestine. He was 
issued travel papers and a visa, trav-
eled to Palestine and later joined the 
British Army in which he served with 
the 8th Army in North Africa. He died 
in 2014 at age 91.

It is generally recognized today 
that the neglect and abandonment of 
the Struma passengers was a major ca-
tastrophe that could have been avoided 
if the will to do so had existed. It also 
served as a precedent for a second So-
viet submarine attack on a Jewish ref-
ugee ship in the Black Sea, again with 
substantial loss of life. On August 5, 
1944, the Turkish ship Mefküre, sail-
ing under the Turkish and Red Cross 
flags, was torpedoed carrying Jewish 
refugees out of Constanta. On that oc-
casion, in a further tragedy, more than 
300 Jewish refugees were killed.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

https://www.wildecars.com
https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-13/3472/25-Jewish-News_Crossword_February2022_WEB-FORM.pdf
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Private Duty Home Care

For  a Private Consultation, Call or Email

941.925.9532
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com

youthfulaginghomecare.com

For A Private Consultation, Call Or Email

941.925.9532 
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com 

youthfulaginghomecare.com

293794-1  License 299991326

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process….call today for a 

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of Expertise

Private Duty Home Care

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process… call today for a  

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of  expertise

293794-1               License 299991326

Mazal Tov – Good Luck
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

We have entered the month 
of February and the dreary 
days of winter are about to 

end. The mood is slowly changing as 
the days get longer. In such an atmo-
sphere, the term mazal tov comes to 

mind. The mean-
ing of mazal tov 
depends on the 
occasion and the 
tone in which it 
is used. Mostly it 
means good luck, 
but it can also 
mean it’s about 
time. The ques-
tions arise, what 

is the origin of this expression and 
why does mazal tov usually connote a  
blessing?

The key word, mazal (pl. mazalot) 
appears only once in the Bible and 
means star or constellation. It is men-
tioned in connection with the biblical 
criticism of pagan celestial worship. 
(II Kings 23:5) The etymology of the 
word is unclear. Some say mazal en-
tered the Hebrew from the Akkadian 
mazaltu, literally meaning the stand-
ing of the stars. Others say the origin 
is Aramaic where the root a.z.l means 
go and the word mazala points to the 
star of destiny, which moves in its set 
orbit. Yet others connect mazal to a 
similar word in Phoenician meaning 
destiny. It becomes clear that Hebrew, 
like other Semitic languages, connect-
ed the destiny of people to the position 
of the stars as mazal was extended to 
mean luck, destiny and the zodiac. And 
since the adjective tov, meaning good, 
is connected to it, the expression mazal 
tov implies a fortunate destination in 
the orbit of the stars.

It is interesting to note the ambigu-
ous meaning of mazal in rabbinic liter-
ature. On one hand, the rabbis followed 
the biblical meaning and connected the 
mazalot to the position of the stars, 
pointing to the 12 constellations, as 

God’s universal order (Brachot 32), 
connecting luck with the path of the 
stars (Brashit Raba 10). On the other 
hand, the biblical rejection of celestial 
worship was embraced by many who 
exclaimed ein mazal le-Israel, literal-
ly meaning there is no mazal in Israel 
(Shabbat 156:17), thereby rejecting the 
pagan worship of the stars and any as-
trological studies in Israel. 

In Hebrew, there are many expres-
sions where mazal is at the center. For 
example, meshane makom meshane 
mazal literally means that changing a 
place causes a change in luck, imply-
ing that every change in life is always 
for the better. And yet, the phrase ha-
kol taluy be-mazal, namely all depends 
on luck, warns that success depends on 
one’s mazal, not necessarily on change 
of locale. 

Bish mazal is an unlucky person 
known also as a sh’limazal, a person 
with bad luck. This Yiddish word, by 
the way, is a hybrid derived from the 
German schlimm, meaning bad, and 
the Hebrew mazal. The opposite of 
bish mazal is ben mazal, namely a 
lucky person, the one of whom we say 
si-chek lo ma-za-lo, literally fortune 
smiled at him.

Clearly then, when we say mazal 
tov, we, like the astrologers of old, 
wish that the stars are aligned to assure 
good luck and good fortune. We also 
hope that ya-ir lanu ha-mazal, may 
luck and good fortune shine upon all 
of us. Amen.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.

Be sure to read the article 
“Rabbi Rachel Dulin teaches 

Biblical Literature class at 
Aviva” on page 5B.

JARED SALZMANJARED SALZMAN

727-515-3462
REALTOR®

LOWER FEES. PROVEN RESULTS. LESS STRESS.

BARBARA ZAPAL

727-599-4722
REALTOR®

IF YOU'RE PAYING MORE 

THAN 4% TO SELL YOUR 

HOME. YOU'RE PAYING 

WAY TOO MUCH!

http://www.jfcs-cares.org
http://www.youthfulaginghomecare.com
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Golden Girls as role models for our golden years
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

I know it sounds silly, but I guess 
I wanted her to live forever,” 
Paulette said to the reporter who 

approached her in the local shopping 
mall to ask about 
the death of Betty 
White. Paulette 
characterized her 
feelings this way. 
“Sure, she was 
99, but she was 
still working, still 
acting, still being 
her strong self. I 
just wanted Betty 

White to make it to her 100th birthday.” 
On the last day of 2021, beloved 

actor Betty White passed away, just 
17 days before that 100-year mile-
stone. Boasting a career that spanned 
eight decades and included a radio 
program, TV game show and several 
award-winning films, for White’s el-
derly fans, especially older women, it 
was White’s ensemble performance on 
the television hit, The Golden Girls, 
that made the strongest impression. As 
Paulette put it, “They were four older 
women making it on their own. They 
became our role models for how to live 
a healthy and happy old age.”

Paulette is not alone. According to 
a recent article by Ronda Kaysen and 
published online by AARP (3/26/18), 
Kaysen reports on what she terms “The 
Golden Girls Trend,” and writes that 
“More people over 50 are becoming 

‘boommates,’ finding challenge and re-
ward in sharing a home.”

According to statistics gathered by 
the Harvard Joint Center for Housing 
Studies, researchers report that, “In the 
next two decades, the number of rent-
ers age 65 and older will swell by 80% 
to 11.5 million.” These numbers trans-
late into a growing trend where more 
and more elders from the Boomer gen-
eration will have chosen to divide the 
cost of housing by sharing a home with 
one, two or three others of similar age.

AARP found that the roommate 
phenomenon has taken hold main-
ly because Boomers are living longer 
and in many cases they have not saved 
enough money for retirement. Couple 
this with a rise in housing prices and 
rentals, and the situation becomes dire. 
In fact, according to AARP, “nearly 
half of the 50-plus people surveyed 
in 2016 by SpareRoom, a roommate 
search platform, said they could not 
afford to rent a place by themselves.”

Enter Rose Nylund, a.k.a. Betty 
White, and The Golden Girls. Writ-
ing for The Washington Post (1/24/19), 
Adina Solomon emphasizes why a 
Golden Girl living arrangement might 
be the wave of the future. Solomon 
writes, “In the decade leading up to 
2016, the older population grew 33%, 
while the number of older home-sharers 
jumped 88%.” This situation exempli-
fies how important it is to address where 
older people will live and how those  

living arrangements will combat isola-
tion and maintain social engagement. 

For elderly men and women who 
are open to exploring a home-share 
arrangement, shared culture and val-
ues can ease the transition – a socio-
logical consideration that led to Jewish 
Family & Career Services (JF&CS) of 
Atlanta to launch its own program for 
aging seniors. It’s called HomeShare 
ATL, an innovative service that pig-
gybacks on the Golden Girls model to 
create opportunities for older adults to 
live together for mutual benefit. Chana 
Shapiro, reporter for Atlanta’s Jewish 
Times (10/28/21), notes that “the pro-
gram, which is the only one of its kind 
in Georgia, serves all people regardless 
of their race, religion, gender or nation-
ality, offering housing options to older 
adults who may need more home sup-
port but do not require assisted living 
or skilled nursing services.”

Program Manager Jean Cohen 
serves as HomeShare ATL matchmak-
er and says, “Our goal isn’t just to put a 
roof over people’s heads. Our goal is to 
build relationships, enable older adults 
to stay at home and to create affordable 

housing opportunities for both parties.”
In a move that would make each 

Golden Girl proud, the Atlanta Home-
Share program features a multi-stage 
matching process that encourages 
roommates to gradually get to know 
each other. Aiming for success, the pro-
cess includes a two-week trial match, 
followed by a three-month lease. If all 
goes well the lease is extended to one 
year. 

And for those seniors considering a 
Golden Girls type living arrangement, 
Betty White had this to say about the 
changes brought about by old age: “It’s 
not a surprise, we knew it was coming 
– make the most of it. So you may not 
be as fast on your feet, and the image in 
your mirror may be a little disappoint-
ing, but if you are still functioning and 
not in pain, gratitude should be the 
name of the game.”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her new 

book, Aging Jewishly, available on  
Amazon. It makes a great gift!

Private Duty Home Care

For  a Private Consultation, Call or Email

941.925.9532
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com

youthfulaginghomecare.com

For A Private Consultation, Call Or Email

941.925.9532 
nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com 

youthfulaginghomecare.com

293794-1  License 299991326

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process….call today for a 

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of Expertise

Private Duty Home Care

You may not need home care today but be prepared and 
become educated about the process… call today for a  

complimentary consultation.

30 Years of  expertise

293794-1               License 299991326

Mazal Tov – Good Luck
God’s universal order (Brachot 32), 
connecting luck with the path of the 
stars (Brashit Raba 10). On the other 
hand, the biblical rejection of celestial 
worship was embraced by many who 
exclaimed ein mazal le-Israel, literal-
ly meaning there is no mazal in Israel 
(Shabbat 156:17), thereby rejecting the 
pagan worship of the stars and any as-
trological studies in Israel. 

In Hebrew, there are many expres-
sions where mazal is at the center. For 
example, meshane makom meshane 
mazal literally means that changing a 
place causes a change in luck, imply-
ing that every change in life is always 
for the better. And yet, the phrase ha-
kol taluy be-mazal, namely all depends 
on luck, warns that success depends on 
one’s mazal, not necessarily on change 
of locale. 

Bish mazal is an unlucky person 
known also as a sh’limazal, a person 
with bad luck. This Yiddish word, by 
the way, is a hybrid derived from the 
German schlimm, meaning bad, and 
the Hebrew mazal. The opposite of 
bish mazal is ben mazal, namely a 
lucky person, the one of whom we say 
si-chek lo ma-za-lo, literally fortune 
smiled at him.

Clearly then, when we say mazal 
tov, we, like the astrologers of old, 
wish that the stars are aligned to assure 
good luck and good fortune. We also 
hope that ya-ir lanu ha-mazal, may 
luck and good fortune shine upon all 
of us. Amen.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.
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F lourish!
F r e e d o m  t o “Best Retirement 

Community 
in Sarasota”

Winner 12 Years in a Row – 
voted by readers of 
Sarasota Magazine

Best of SRQ Local 2021

Call today: 941-552-5369 or toll-free: 1-888-999-GLEN (4536).
 7333 Scotland Way • Sarasota, Florida 34238 • www.TheGlenridge.com

“

Major Gifts Dinner 

noa tishby 
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 

5:00pm
hyatt regency sarasota

 

Dinner Co-Chairs 
Bunny Skirboll 

and 
Hannah Weinberg

Minimum gift of $6,000 to the 2022 development efforts of   
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is required. 

Couvert will include reserved seating at  
the community lecture featuring Noa Tishby

immediately following dinner.

Lead Sponsor 
Hannah and Norman Weinberg

an evening with

For more information, please contact Gisele Pintchuck  
at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota Covid protocols  
requiring a negative Covid test or proof of vaccine,  

as well as masks when not eating.

Major GiftsMajor Gifts

Actress, producer, writer, and 
activist Noa Tishby is the author of 
Israel: a Simple Guide to the Most 
Misunderstood Country on Earth, 
which was released by Free Press,  
an imprint of Simon & Schuster, 
on April 6, 2021. She founded the 
nonprofit “Act for Israel,” Israel’s 
first online advocacy organization, 
and has become widely known as  
Israel’s unofficial ambassador. 

Tishby was born and raised in Tel 
Aviv and served two and a half years 
in the Israeli army before she landed 
a starring role on the nation’s highest-
rated prime time drama Ramat Aviv 
Gimmel. 

She became a household name, 
appearing in numerous TV shows, 
films, theater productions, and 
national fashion campaigns, before 
she moved to Los Angeles, where she 
sold the Israeli TV show In Treatment 
to HBO, making history as the first  
Israeli television show to become an 
American series. She co-produced 
over 150 episodes, which earned a 
Peabody Award and 12 Emmy and 
Golden Globe nominations. 

mailto:gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org
http://www.cortezfootandankle.com
http://www.theglenridge.com
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Building and planning for a  

vibrant Jewish future…together!

Meet the dynamic duos behind 

Building Our Future…Together!

By Su Byron

P U B L I S H E D  B Y

THE LARRY GREENSPON FAMILY 

CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE

The Jewish  

Federation

OF SARASOTA-MANATEE
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Ben & Stacy Hanan, Tom & Karen Bernstein, Patti & David Wertheimer, Julie & Josh Green

A fabulous Shabbat in the 

strawberry fields with Temple 

Emanu-El and PJ Library
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New Torah dedication 

at Congregation Kol 

HaNeshama

The Jewish Federation’s  

Lion of Judah & Pomegranate 

Luncheon

Hershorin Schiff Community 

Day School leaders power 

vision for the future

W
e know that many of you 

are eager for a ‘behind the 

scenes’ look at what we are 

planning for our Larry Greenspon Fam-

ily Campus for Jewish Life. Our staff 

and leadership are busy meeting with 

vendors and potential campus partners 

to discover all our options for creating a 

vibrant Jewish campus: sports and well-

ness, summer day camp, culinary arts 

and so much more. Though this campus 

plan is still
 a work in progress, we are 

excited to share some details with you!

We have a well-established utili-

zation committee, co-chaired by Ian 

Black and Randon Carvel, which con-

sists of members of the community and 

Federation board members who have 

backgrounds in construction, building, 

theater, security, kitchens and cater-

ing, etc. In order to accomplish all the 

work that needs to be done, the utiliza-

tion committee has been broken down 

into four sub-committees, which report 

their findings back to the overall group. 

Those sub-committees are: 

 � Youth and Family Programming 

 � Performing Arts, Event and 

Meeting Space

 � Outdoor/Sports Facilities

 � Israel and Holocaust

These sub-committees have been 

meeting regularly to discuss how to 

best use the space for current and fu-

ture programs, and what kind of space 

is required; conducting research on 

similar spaces in other cities; meeting 

with professionals; and conveying their 

needs to the architects who will create 

drawings and accompanying budgets. 

In all, there are over 70 community 

members sitting on these committees.

The construction work will be per-

formed in phases, with the first three 

phases taking precedence: 

Phase 1 will address infrastructure 

needs, including access for emergency 

vehicles and additional parking. 

Phase 2 will be the renovation of 

the existing recreation and teen center 

buildings (gymnasium and surrounding 

areas) for the needs of Community Day 

School, which will relocate to our cam-

pus in June 2021. 

Phase 3 will be the renovation and 

expansion of the Flanzer-Weinberg 

The Larry Greenspon Family 

Campus for Jewish Life pres-

ents an innovative and exciting 

opportunity to take our community to 

a new level of programming and en-

gagement. To help fund this monumen-

tal initiative, four couples have come 

together to launch a capital campaign: 

Building Our Future…Together! We 

shine a spotlight on them in this piece. 

Tom and Karen Bernstein are 

enthused about spreading the word 

about the project. Tom, who is also a 

Federation board member, says he is 

positively passionate about describing 

Building Our Future…Together! to 

prospective investors. “It will become 

the cornerstone of the Jewish commu-

nity, especially with the Community 

Day School on campus.” Karen says 

that, as residents of the region for 25 

years, they’re thrilled to be part of a 

project that will enhance the region for 

generations to come.

Josh and Julie Green say they 

were honored to be asked to spearhead 

such an important project. “The Fed-

eration is the heart of our Jewish com-

munity and we believe in its mission,” 

says Josh. “The most exciting part of 

this campaign is that we are building a 

center for the future of the Jewish com-

munity that will have a generational 

impact.” Julie, who serves on the Fed-

eration’s board, adds that the initia-

tive, “will bring the mission to a higher 

level, offering even more to strengthen 

Jewish life, provide for those in need 

and promote Israel. In order to keep 

up with changing times and fulfill our 

vision for a vibrant campus for Jewish 

life, this campaign is necessary. We 

hope everyone will take ownership in 

its future.” 

Ben and Stacy Hanan are excited 

to leave a legacy for future generations 

of Jews in our community. “The idea of 

a campus for Jewish life energizes us,” 

says Ben. “Stacy grew up in a commu-

nity with a very vibrant JCC. Although 

this won’t be a JCC, it will provide a 

place for all things Jewish. There are 

so many exciting opportunities that 

come along with this.” Stacy agrees. 

“The new campus will serve as a con-

sistent reminder of the importance of  

continued on page 2
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@ Bradenton Post Office
@ Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch
@ Cypress Springs Retirement Living
@ Dell Webb Community Clubhouse (LWR  
     off SR-70)
@ DeSoto Palms
@ Enterprise Circle Bldg (lobby)
@ Esplanade at Lakewood Ranch
@ Integraclick Bldg Lobby (Univ Pkwy/Honore)
@ Integrative Medicine
@ Intercoastal Medical Group
@ John Cannon Homes
@ Lakewood Ranch Medical Center
@ Lakewood Ranch Pharmacy
@ Legacy Golf Club
@ Manatee County Bldg, Old Main St.
@ Manatee Memorial Hospital (by main entrance)
@ Modular (by Station 400 restaurant)
@ Palmetto Library
@ Presbyterian Villas
@ Publix at Market St.
@ Realize Bradenton
@ San Marco Plaza
@ Temple Beth El
@ The Sheridan at Lakewood Ranch
@ The Windsor

@ Town Center Parkway
 • Bank of America
 • Northern Trust Bank
@ Watercrest Townhomes
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@ St. Armand’s Circle
 • Modular by Crab & Fin Restaurant
 • Modular on Madison, Blvd. of the Presidents
@ Siesta Key
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 • Davidson’s Drugs, Siesta Key Village
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Harnessing the potential  

of Jewish Sarasota-Manatee

By Shep Englander, Chief Executive OfficerINSIDE THIS 
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16-page insert covering 

everything you need to know 

about the People of the Book 

Author Lecture Series

Israel opens dazzling new 

Nanoscience and Art Museum

Local moms travel to Israel in 

November on MOMentum Trip

Local Jewish organizations  

receive Federal security grants

continued on next page 
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Shep Englander

By Marty Katz, Sr. Director of Communications & Marketing

Who does the Jewish community turn to for

the most trusted service in real estate?

Call us for all your real estate needs!
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I look forward to the High Holidays 

for their opportunity for reflec-

tion. This New Year, I have been 

reflecting on the new com-

munity my wife Hayley and I 

are joining and on my vision 

for my new role as CEO of 

The Jewish Federation of  

Sarasota-Manatee. Serving as 

Vice President of the Pitts-

burgh Federation and then as 

CEO of the Cincinnati Feder-

ation for these past 16 years 

have been the most gratifying 

professional experiences I can 

imagine. I am excited to har-

vest those experiences in my new role. 

Virtually all of my life’s work has 

been about building community, which 

I believe is sacred because it enhan- 

ces life in immeasurable ways. Over 

millennia, the Jewish people have de-

veloped unique and powerful ways to 

build community. 

And Federations are 

a modern technology 

that can adapt and re-

invent those ancient 

traditions in new and 

relevant ways.

I sought the CEO 

position here in SRQ 

for many reasons. 

I was drawn to the 

community’s focus 

on vibrant culture, 

arts, education and community. I was 

impressed by the smart, creative com-

munity leaders who were not satis-

fied with a standard Federation model 

and committed to a Federation that is 

more innovative and specific to what’s 

unique to this region. And, one of the 

most satisfying projects I’ve ever led 

was the capital campaign and develop-

ment of Cincinnati’s community cam-

pus. The opportunity to partner on the 

design and launch of another commu-

nity campus was irresistible.

I was also energized that this is  

one of the fastest growing Jewish com-

munities in America. The 2019 Com-

munity Study showed that since 2001, 

the number of Jewish individuals liv-

ing in our area has increased 86%, 

which is more than double the region-

al growth rate during the same period. 

We have also become dramatically 

more diverse, both demographically 

With the help of The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota- 

Manatee and its partnership 

with Secure Community Network 

(SCN), six local Jewish organizations 

have received substantial grants from 

the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security and the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency for security en-

hancements.
Jeff Solomon, Jewish Community 

Security Director, who is SCN’s rep-

resentative locally, was able to help 

facilitate the grant process. “I first con-

ducted Threat, Vulnerability & Risk 

Assessments at each of the organiza-

tions. I helped them create security 

committees and provided numerous 

grant training webinars to help them 

apply for the grants. I was happy to use 

all the SCN resources available to fa-

cilitate the grant process.”

The grants were part of the Non-

profit Security Grant Program (NSGP), 

which provided $180 million for target 

hardening and other physical security 

Hershorin Schiff Community Day School  $150,000

Aviva Senior Living      $100,000

Temple Emanu-El      $100,000

Temple Sinai       $  90,103

JFCS of the Suncoast      $  84,250

Jewish Congregation of Venice     $  62,840

TOTAL       $587,193

enhancements and activities to non-

profits around the country that are at a 

high risk of a terrorist attack. Of that 

amount, $2.7 million was provided to 

50 organizations in Florida that are lo-

cated in non-urban, rural areas such as 

Sarasota-Manatee. The following local 

organizations received grants:
22A

11A

We stand in awe of our many donors and 

volunteers and thank you for all you do.

– Randon Carvel, Federation Board President

at a glance 2020–2021
See more in the insert of this edition.impact
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SARASOTA
@ 1217 East Ave Medical Plaza
@ 1219 East Ave Medical Plaza
@ 1740 Main St. by Inspiration Salon (modular)
@ 1777 Main St. by Suntrust Bank (modular)
@ Arts Medical Building (modular)
@ Aviva – A Campus for Senior Life
@ Aviva Memory Care
@ Bayfront Park
@ Bookstore1 Sarasota
@ Chabad of Downtown Sarasota
@ Chabad of Sarasota
@ Einstein Bagels
@ Fruitville Library
@ Gulf Gate Library
@ Harbor Chase of Sarasota, 5311 Proctor Rd.
@ Hornberger Wellness/Chiropractic, 
     4001 Swift Rd.
@ JFCS, 2688 Fruitville Rd.
@ Lakeridge Falls
@ Midtown Plaza 
@ Modular (near Morton’s parking lot)
@ Nellie’s Deli
@ Northern Trust Bldg (lobby)
@ Osprey & Hillview
@ Plymouth Harbor
@ Poet’s Walk                
@ Ringling Post Office

@ Sarabella, 5650 Gantt Rd
@ Sarasota Bay Club
@ Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport
@ Sarasota Memorial Hospital, Outpatient
@ Selby Public Library
@ Senior Friendship Centers
@ Silverstein Institute, lobby  
@ Temple Beth Sholom
@ Temple Emanu-El
@ Temple Sinai
@ The Jewish Federation Campus

VENICE 

@ Chabad of Venice & North Port
@ Senior Friendship Centers
@ Jacaranda Public Library
@ Jewish Congregation of Venice
@ North Port Public Library
@ Venice Chamber of Commerce
@ Venice Community Center
@ Venice Public Library

@ Braden River Library
@ Bradenton Chamber of Commerce
@ Bradenton Library (modular outside) 

SARASOTA LAKEWOOD RANCH/BRADENTON LAKEWOOD RANCH/BRADENTON

We suggest contacting the location nearest you to know if it is open.

BEACHES

LAKEWOOD RANCH/BRADENTON

ISRAEL’S POPULATION 
REACHES 9,450,000 
Israel’s population reached 9,450,000 
as it entered 2022, the Central Bureau 
of Statistics announced on December 
30.

There were 6.98 million (73.9%) 
Jews, 1.99 million (21.1%) Arabs and 
472,000 (5%) were from other sectors.

Last year, 184,000 babies were 
born in Israel – 73.8% to Jewish  
mothers, 23.4% to Muslim mothers 
and 2.8% to mothers from other sec-
tors. (Jerusalem Post)

ISRAELI DRONE DEFENSE 
SAVES POPE FRANCIS 
FROM ROGUE THREAT
When a rogue drone appeared over a 
large public Mass led by Pope Fran-
cis in Slovakia on September 15, the 
threat was neutralized – without any 
disruption to the worshipers – by the 
EnforceAir anti-drone ground-level 
tactical solution from Israel’s D-Fend.

According to newly available in-
formation reported by The Jerusalem 
Post, the suspicious drone flew over 
the religious ceremony attended by 90 
bishops, 500 priests and 60,000 Catho-
lics in Šaštín, site of the National Mar-
ian Shrine.

“EnforceAir fended off the rogue 
drone, sending it back to its original 
takeoff position, far away from the 

large crowd,” a D-Fend spokesman 
told The Jerusalem Post.

Working in coordination with the 
Slovakian Interior Ministry, D-Fend 
deployed its technology at several  
outdoor appearances by the pope in 
Slovakia from September 12 to 15.

“Our system, in either autonomous 
or manual mode, detects, locates and 
identifies rogue drones in your airspace 
and then neutralizes the threat by al-
lowing you to take full control over the 
drone and land it safely in a predefined 
zone,” the company explains.

“Since the system does not rely 
upon jammers or kinetic technology, 
EnforceAir avoids collateral damage, 
interference, disruption and distur-
bance. Continuity prevails as commu-
nications, commerce, transportation 
and everyday life smoothly proceed.”

A representative of the pope’s secu-
rity team said that the EnforceAir solu-
tion “took control of the rogue drone 
that threatened the potential safety of 
the pope, the crowd and the VIPs in  
attendance, quickly and easily.”

One day before that incident, the 
Ra’anana-based D-Fend Solutions an-
nounced that its Multi-Sensor Com-
mand & Control (MSC2) system won 
Security Today’s “New Product of the 
Year” award in the unmanned aerial 
vehicle (drone) category.

Organizers of the G7 Summit held 

last June in Cornwall, England, also 
chose D-Fend’s technology to protect 
the visiting world leaders. (Abigail 
Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c.org)

4,000 U.S. IMMIGRANTS 
MOVED TO ISRAEL IN 
2021, HIGHEST FIGURE 
SINCE 1973 
Four thousand immigrants from the 
U.S. arrived in Israel in 2021, the 
highest figure since 1973. Another 
400 arrived from Canada, 7,500 from 
Russia, 3,500 from France, 3,000 from 
Ukraine, 1,636 from Ethiopia, 900 
from Argentina, 630 from the UK, 550 
from South Africa, 550 from Brazil 
and 280 from Mexico. The total for the 
year was 27,050. (Times of Israel)

ISRAELI SERIES TEHRAN 
WINS INTERNATIONAL 
EMMY FOR DRAMA
The Israeli TV series Tehran won the 
Best Drama award at the 49th annual 
International Emmy Awards held in 
New York recently.

Tehran airs internationally on 
Apple TV+ and stars Niv Sultan as a 
young Israeli Mossad agent working 
undercover in Iran to sabotage the 
country’s nuclear weapons buildup.

The Emmy was accepted by Dana 
Eden, one of the executive producers. 
She drew applause for stating that the 

series is about “understanding the hu-
man behind your enemy and we’re do-
ing it every day on our set.”

She said the producers “work with 
Iranian actors from all over the world, 
Iranian refugees that just fled the cur-
rent regime in Iran … and actually we 
found out that we have a lot in com-
mon. So I think it gives a hope for the 
future … that we can walk together, the 
Iranians and the Israelis, in Jerusalem 
and in Tehran, as friends and not as en-
emies.”

A 2021 International Emmy Award 
nomination also went to Israeli actor 
Roy Nik for his performance in Nor-
mal.

The last time an Israeli show won 
an International Emmy was in 2018 for 
the comedy Nevsu about an interracial 
family. (ISRAEL21c.org)

QATAR, ISRAEL REACH 
AGREEMENT ON DIAMOND 
TRADE
Qatar and Israel do not have diplomatic 
ties. Trade relations were established in 
1996, following the Oslo Accords, but 
were severed in 2009.

Yet according to Israeli and Qatari 
sources, Qatar will allow Israeli mer-
chants to enter the country without ob-
struction to trade in diamonds.

The agreement is a possible open-
continued on next page
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ing to future commercial agreements 
with Qatar. (Danny Zaken, Al-Monitor)

ABRAHAM ACCORDS 
HERALD A NEW NORMAL 
FOR ISRAEL, ARAB ALLIES
In November, Israeli Defense Minis-
ter Benny Gantz arrived in Rabat to 
sign unprecedented security and intel-
ligence agreements with Morocco, an 
event that would have been unthink-
able two years ago. Since the Abraham 
Accords, trade between Israel and Mo-
rocco has surged by 50% in the first six 
months of 2021 alone. Arab investment 
in both Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories is growing rapidly.

Many Arabs in Iraq, Syria and Lib-
ya, courageously, without fear or hesi-
tation, now say that they favor normal 
relations with Israel. The momentum 
for peace across the Arab world is real 
and growing. More than 60% of Arabs 
are too young to remember the 1967 
and 1973 wars with Israel, and many 
more consider them to be ancient his-
tory. As a result, young Arabs widely 
accept Israel’s existence as a given and 
generally view trade with its thriving 
economy as essential to their own per-
sonal prosperity.

We need a new regional order 
where Israel is a stakeholder and no 
longer a foreigner in its own region. 
This new regional order should not be 
seen as against anyone, but, rather, as 
beneficial to all. Security and prosper-
ity demand peace between people. The 
U.S. should be urging and equipping 
Arab allies to roll back generations of 
rejectionist messaging in Arab media, 
mosques and schools. (Ahmed Charai, 
Jerusalem Post)

ARE ARAB CITIZENS OF 
ISRAEL PALESTINIANS?
The Arab community comprises 20% 
of Israel’s population. To some activ-
ists and journalists, they are simply 
“Palestinians,” separate and alienated 
from broader Israeli society. But that’s 
not what many tell pollsters. In 2019, a 
survey by progressive pollsters Dahlia 
Scheindlin and David Reis found that 
while 14% of Arabs in Israel identi-
fied as “Palestinian,” 19% preferred 
“Palestinian-Israeli,” 22% went with 
“Arab” and 46% chose “Arab-Israeli.” 
In 2020, a survey by top Israeli pollster 
Professor Camil Fuchs offered more 
options. 23% picked “Israeli,” 15% 
chose “Arab,” 51% opted for “Arab-Is-
raeli” and just 7% went with “Palestin-
ian.”

Already in 2017, polls found that 
60% of Arab citizens held a positive 
view of the Israeli state. 63% of Arabs 
said that Israel was a “positive” place 
to live, compared with 34% who said 

it was not. Another survey that year 
found that 51% of Arabs in Israel de-
scribed themselves as “quite proud” or 
“very proud” to be Israeli, while 56% 
characterized the country’s situation as 
“good” or “very good.” (Yair Rosen-
berg, Atlantic)

THE JEWISH LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH THE IDF
On November 6, I attended a luncheon 
in honor of IDF soldiers organized by 
Friends of the IDF (FIDF) Western Re-
gion.

The 2021 delegation included Lt. 
S., who serves in the IDF Home Front 
Command; Cpl. A., a self-described 
“troubled kid” who now serves as a 
commander in the Education Corps; 
and a father and son duo – the father, 
Lt.-Col. Y., an F-16 pilot, and his son, 
Cpl. J., who serves in an Iron Dome 
unit.

As I watched hundreds of attend-
ees give the soldiers one standing ova-
tion after another, I thought: This is 
extremely unusual.

Do those around the world who 
identify as French or Francophile, but 
who don’t live in France, attend events 
in support of the French army and em-
brace French soldiers as their own chil-
dren?

Are Korean Americans moved to 
tears upon meeting young Korean sol-
diers in Los Angeles?

But there they were, hundreds of 
non-Israeli Jews, cheering and hugging 
Israeli soldiers with an unconditional 
love reminiscent of family bonds.

As the army of the Jewish state, 
love for the IDF defies nationality. 
(Tabby Refael, Los Angeles Jewish 
Journal)

THE CIRCASSIANS  
IN ISRAEL: FROM THE 
CAUCASUS MOUNTAINS  
TO THE GALILEE
The vast majority of the 5,000 Circas-
sians in Israel live in the Galilee villag-
es of Kfar Kama and Rehaniya.

When the Russian Empire con-
quered the Caucasus in the 1860s, a 
million Circassians found refuge in the 
Ottoman Empire, including in the Land 
of Israel.

In the 1948 war, the Circassians, 
who are Sunni Muslims, chose to fight 
alongside the Jews, and ever since they 
have fulfilled their compulsory service 
in the IDF.

Every Circassian child learns He-
brew, English, Adyghe (the Circassian 
language) and Arabic, and some also 
study Russian and Turkish.

Their schools mark the Circassian 
Day of Mourning on May 21, which 
commemorates the Circassian geno-
cide and the exile of the Circassian 
people from their homeland.

Most Circassians prefer to marry 
among themselves but have integrated 
into Israeli society and work in all  

sectors of the economy.
Bibars Natkho, the captain of Isra-

el’s national soccer team, is a Circas-
sian from Kfar Kama. (Shir Aharon 
Bram, National Library of Israel)

MEET THE ONLINE  
ARAB ZIONISTS
The growth of social media has allowed 
the world to see a different Middle 
East. A Syrian blogger began a video 
begging the Israeli government to “oc-
cupy” Syria to save more lives, noting, 
“The Golan Heights is the only area in 
Syria that hasn’t been destroyed and 
had its people killed.” The signing of 
the Abraham Accords in 2020 allowed 
many Arabs to speak out openly about 
Israel without fear of a backlash. Now, 
pioneering Arab Zionists and pro- 
Israel influencers are promoting Israel 
to their followers.

Loay Al-Shareef, 39, is an Abu 
Dhabi-based social-media influenc-
er and a self-declared Zionist with 
180,000 followers on Twitter and 
80,000 on Instagram. He studied bibli-
cal history, archaeology and the history 
of the Near East and Mesopotamia, all 
of which led him to believe in the legit-
imacy of the State of Israel.

“It’s very righteous for the Jews to 
have their ancestral homeland in the 
Land of Israel,” he said. “Jews are not 
colonialists or conquerors in the Land 
of Israel, because if we would believe 
that, then we would believe that Da-
vid, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah and the 
prophets were actually colonizers, and 
that would kill the Islamic faith.”

Loyalty to the Palestinian cause 
has changed since the Abraham Ac-
cords. “We have given them lots of  

continued on next page
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Israel “Bombs Auschwitz”
The idea of using military force against mass murderers is no mere history lesson; 
it is a military strategy for a better world.
By Rafael Medoff
Editor’s note: This article first ap-
peared in the Jewish Journal of Los 
Angeles (December 16, 2021), jewish-
journal.com, and is reprinted with per-
mission.

It has often been said that if only 
the State of Israel had existed in 
the 1940s, its air force could have 

bombed Auschwitz, interrupting the 
gassing of countless innocents.

Well, now it does exist. And it turns 
out that it has been using its air force to 
interrupt a contemporary regime’s gas-
sing of countless innocents.

The Washington Post has just re-
vealed that two Israeli bombing raids 
inside Syria in 2020 and 2021, which 
previously had been shrouded in mys-
tery, were in fact part of a covert cam-
paign to stop “a nascent attempt by 
Syria to restart its production of deadly 
nerve agents.”

Syrian dictator Bashar Assad has 
used sarin nerve gas to slaughter thou-
sands of civilians whom he regarded as 
his enemies since the outbreak of the 
country’s civil war in 2011. One attack 
alone left 1,400 dead in a Damascus 
suburb. Assad promised the Obama 
administration in 2012 that he would 
stop using chemical weapons and de-
stroy his arsenal. But he secretly held 
on to part of his stockpile and has car-
ried out “more than 200 attacks” with 
deadly nerve agents in recent years, 
the Post reports.

The Israelis are well aware that 
Syria’s original purpose in developing 
the poison gas was to use it against the 
Jewish state – to continue, in a sense, 
the gassing of the Jews that began in 
German-occupied Poland 80 years ago 
this month.

Rather than wait for such an attack 

and then belatedly respond, the Israe-
lis decided to preempt the attempted 
genocide – and in so doing, potentially 
interrupt the Assad regime’s ongoing 
use of those weapons against Syrian 
citizens. 

On March 5, 2020, according to 
the Post, Israeli bombers struck a com-
pound in the Syrian city of Homs, “a 
hub for Syria’s chemical-weapons pro-
duction.”

The Homs facility was preparing 
batches of the chemical tricalcium 
phosphate for Syria’s top military labo-
ratory, known as the Scientific Studies 

and Research Center, which oversees 
production of the regime’s chemical 
weapons. Then, in June 2021, the Is-
raelis bombed additional chemical 
weapons sites near the towns of Nasiri-
yah and Masyaf.

Some critics have opposed the 
idea of Western military action against 
Syrian chemical weapons sites on 
the grounds that bystanders might be 
harmed. “People already living in fear 
of losing their lives in unlawful attacks 
must not be further punished for the 
alleged violations of the Syrian gov-
ernment,” Amnesty International USA 
has declared. And to this day, an occa-
sional pundit will argue that bombing 
Auschwitz in 1944 would have been a 
bad idea because some of the prisoners 
might have been harmed.

The critics were wrong then, and 
they’re wrong now.

It’s troubling that Amnesty Inter-
national seems less concerned about 
the actual daily murder of Syrian civil-
ians than the theoretical risk to a small 
number of bystanders in the course of 
eliminating the murder weapons. No 
war can be fought without the risk of 
some civilian casualties. Indeed, the 
Israeli attack on the Homs facility left 
seven guards dead. But how can one 
compare that to the thousands of Syr-
ians who have died agonizing deaths 
because of the gas produced in that 

laboratory – or the many Israelis who 
would be Assad’s next victims?

It is likewise nothing less than 
scandalous to argue that the possible 
danger of air raids harming a relatively 
small number of prisoners should have 
prevented the Allies from interrupting 
the certain gassing of 12,000 Jews in 
Auschwitz every day.

In any event, the question of civil-
ian casualties had nothing to do with 
the actual discussions in 1944 about 
whether to bomb Auschwitz. Most of 
the bombing requests by Jewish groups 
were for strikes on the railways and 
bridges leading to the death camp, not 
the camp itself. Such attacks on the 
transportation routes – over which hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews were taken 
to their deaths – would have involved 
very minimal risk to civilians.

That’s why the excuses the Roose- 

velt administration made for not car-
rying out such bombings had nothing 
to do with the danger of civilian ca-
sualties. U.S. officials claimed that 
American planes were too far from the 
camp. In reality, U.S. bombers regu-
larly struck German oil factories just 
a few miles from the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz.

Today, the term “bombing Ausch- 
witz” has become a metaphorical 
catchphrase for the moral test that the 
Allies failed during World War II – and 
then failed all over again during sev-
eral other genocides that blighted the 
post-Holocaust world ever since.

“Bombing Auschwitz” is now a 
moral obligation for every generation 
because every generation finds itself 
confronted by perpetrators of atroc-
ities. The idea of using military force 
against mass murderers is no mere his-
tory lesson; it is a military strategy for 
a better world. On a few occasions, the 
United States and its allies have recog-
nized this principle – as in the bombing 
that ended atrocities in the Balkans, 
pre-empted massacres in Libya and 
rescued thousands of Yazidi civilians 
in Iraq. Israel’s bombing of Syrian 
chemical weapons follows that noble 
path.

The names Homs, Nasiriyah and 
Masyaf are not well known in the West. 
Neither was Auschwitz – or Chelmno, 
in German-occupied Poland, where the 
gassing of Jews began in December 
1941. Perhaps the next generation will 
remember the names of those Syrian 
towns as the places where genocide 
was stopped in its tracks.
Dr. Rafael Medoff is founding director 
of The David S. Wyman Institute for 
Holocaust Studies and author of more 
than 20 books on Jewish history and 
the Holocaust.

It is likewise nothing less than scandalous to argue 
that the possible danger of air raids harming a 
relatively small number of prisoners should have 
prevented the Allies from interrupting the certain 
gassing of 12,000 Jews in Auschwitz every day.
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money that could turn Gaza into a Sil-
icon Valley. Enough money that would 
turn the West Bank into a new Sin-
gapore. Where is this money going?” 
(Jonathan Sacerdoti, Jewish Chronicle 
- UK)

THE CRITICAL ROLE OF 
DEMOGRAPHY IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST

 � The Jewish majority between the 
Jordan River and the Mediterra-
nean Sea is stronger than ever, 
among other factors because of 
immigration from Russia and Ethi-
opia, and rising birth rates in the 
Jewish sector.

 � In Syria, Sunnis represented 60% 
of the population on the eve of the 
civil war, compared to President 
Assad’s Alawite sect, which com-
prised 12%. The Assad regime and 
its allies, Russia and Iran, carried 
out an ethnic cleansing during 
which nearly one-third of the pop-
ulation – eight million people, the 

vast majority of whom were Sun-
nis – were either expelled or fled. 
Ten million Syrians currently re-
side under Assad’s control, and the 
percentage of Alawites has dou-
bled to 25%, if not more.

 � In Iraq, the percentage of Shiites 
who rule the country has grown to 
65%, with the remainder compris-
ing Kurds and Sunni Arabs who 
have been relegated to secondary 
status and many of whom have fled 
to Jordan and even Syria.

 � In Lebanon, the Shiites have be-
come the largest sect in the coun-
try, nearly 33% of the population, 
while the Christians represent 25% 
and the Sunnis and the Druze rep-
resent 33%. One in every three 
Lebanese (two million out of a 
population of six million) is a Syr-
ian or Palestinian.

 � In Jordan, 33% (four million out of 
a population of 11 million) are ref-
ugees from Iraq or Syria.

 � The Fertile Crescent is no longer 
as Sunni as it was for a thousand 
years. This serves the hegemonic 
interests of Iran. (Prof. Eyal Zisser, 
Israel Hayom)
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Double Adar, double joy!

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Mendy Bukiet 
Chabad of Bradenton  
& Lakewood Ranch

This year is a leap year in the 
Jewish calendar. We add a sec-
ond month of Adar in order for 

the lunar calendar to align itself once 
again with the seasons of the year.

As a child, I always wondered why 
a month was added specifically in Adar, 
in the middle of the winter, giving us 
an extra month of school. Couldn’t we 

have an extra month of summer vaca-
tion instead?!

Childlike dreams aside, we know 
that in Judaism everything happens for 
a reason, to help us in our mission in 
life.

Each month of the year represents 
a unique energy in time. There are 
months that represent growth, repen-
tance, redemption and sadness. The 
month of Adar has the special distinc-
tion of representing joy. 

One of the most sought-after feel-
ings in the world is that of joy. Yet, the 
search for joy often eludes us. We pur-
sue happiness relentlessly, but it’s more 
challenging than it seems. Whether it 
be in our family life, our inner world or 
our work life, the quest for joy is never- 
ending. The Sages instituted an extra 
month with the specific energy of joy 
to teach us a vital lesson in life. 

History and change
By Margo Moore, President, Congregation for Humanistic Judaism

The latest Pew Survey docu-
ments that Jews today are less 
and less likely to affiliate with 

a synagogue but keep a steady sense 
of Jewish identity through shared cus-
toms and traditions, food, personal 
practice and, of course, Jewish humor. 
No matter our level of Jewish partici-
pation, we care about the State of Isra-
el and the Holocaust, and we identify 
with Jews around the world.

We at the Congregation for Hu-
manistic Judaism identify as secular 
Jews but buck the trend toward disaf-
filiation by maintaining an organized 
temple community. We are a chapter 
of the national organization the Soci-
ety for Humanistic Judaism, part of the 
fifth branch of Judaism. When Covid 
drove us to try Zoom, we decided to use 
the opportunity to set up a Jewish his-
tory class online, using YouTube lec-
tures created by Rabbi Adam Chalom, 
a Secular Humanistic Rabbi, combined 
with our own discussion group.

No matter how often we return 
to the history of Judaism, or in what 
form, we always find something novel 
that keeps interest fresh. What did our 
ancestors believe and when did they 
believe it? Their sense of identity was 
grounded in a world view we must see 
from afar. Yet they wrote laws, prac-
ticed ethics and developed customs we 
may continue to value today. They are 
the “roots” of Jewish practice. 

We in the U.S. aspire to a politi-
cal culture of “equality,” which would 

have been unimaginable to our fore- 
fathers as well as their rulers or fellow 
citizens. It is still far from a reality 
here. But we have always had to dwell 
within a political context which sys-
tematically excluded us from positions 
of power. Our adaptability has been the 
key to our survival within a pervasive 
hostile environment. We have existed 
as a coherent people, without a nation-
al base, from the time of the Macca-
bees to the founding of modern Israel. 
We continue to adapt by opening our 
concepts of what makes us Jewish and 
whom we welcome into our midst. 
Studying Jewish history makes us 
proud of who we are.

Judaism has, for the most part, left 
behind the mystical world of angels 
and demons, golems and amulets. They 
are now part of our romance with the 
past. Our own story is now written in 
the headlines we read on our iPhones. 
We are aware of a world context for 
our every act. Technology provides us 
with a visibility and a platform to cry 
out for justice and the world we want 
to see. 

We constantly recycle past ideas. 
One consistent theme emerges: to 
make good changes we must see our-
selves, see where we came from. There 
is no safety in the past or in trying to 
live insular lives. To envision the fu-
ture, we must widen the lens and dare 
to do what we have always done, adapt. 
That’s “tradition!”
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While the Torah puts great empha-
sis on joy, interestingly enough, it’s not 
one of the 613 mitzvot. The Sages ex-
plain that although joy is not a mitzvah, 
it is the very foundation to all mitzvot. 
Joy gives us the energy to fulfill the 
mitzvot and make the world a better 
place. Being joyful frees us from our 
own inner demons and imbues us with 
the energy to accomplish more than we 
can imagine. 

The Tanya brings an example of 
two wrestlers, one strong yet depressed, 
the other weak yet joyful. The weaker 
one with his added energy of joy will 
win the fighting match. Joy is our fuel 
in the fight of life. It is the foundation 
to building a home, a community and  
a wholesome life. 

Adding another month of joy 
teaches us that if we are going to add 
anything into our life, it should be joy. 
We can increase the joy in our families, 
our communities and all of our experi-
ences. Mostly, we can increase our joy 
in the fact that we are given the greatest 
gift of all: life. 

So if there is one month of the year 
that the Torah tells us to repeat, it is the 
month of Adar, the month of joy. Let 
us try to double the joy for a double 
month. Doubling the joy will give us 
extra energy to fulfill our mission in 
this world and make the world a better 
place for our families, our communi-
ties and ourselves.

Have a happy Purim and a joyful 
two months!

Israel “Bombs Auschwitz”
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Novardok
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

The late Israeli educator and au-
thor, Shmuel Ben-Artzi (Sara 
Netanyahu’s father), wrote 

about a branch of the famed Novar-
dok Yeshiva he attended in Poland as a 
teenager in the early 1930s. 

“We would go to a pharmacy and 
request nails,” he shared, “or ask for 
butter at a haberdashery. Or we would 

do things to 
‘break our will.’ 
We would get 
meat and pota-
toes for lunch, 
and we were sup-
posed to eat the 
potato and leave 
the meat.” 

Why would 
yeshiva students engage in such odd 
and seemingly humiliating behavior? 
“What made Novardok unique in the 
yeshiva world,” Ben-Artzi indicated, 
“was the emphasis on ‘working on val-
ues’ – not merely studying Torah but 
correcting imperfections of the soul. 
Pride was considered to be the worst 
imperfection, and our goal was a state 
of ‘indifference’ – remaining complete-
ly unmoved in the face of both praise 
and criticism.” 

Rather than mortifying the stu-
dents, these practices steeled them. In 
realizing they could overcome a fear 
like embarrassment, their capacity 
to take initiative to do the right thing 
when others might be hesitant was for-
tified.

As you can imagine, compared 
to other yeshivas, Novardok reflected 

a thoroughgoing approach to charac-
ter development. However, to break 
bad habits, throw off the yoke of hon-
or-seeking and resist materialistic 
inclination, the crucible of authentic 
personal transformation required ex-
traordinary measures. Without them, 
true renewal and change would not be 
possible. 

“To say that if you’re not going 
to change now, you’re never going to 
change – that’s extreme, but also very 
realistic,” explained Rabbi Yechiel 
Perr, an authority on Novardok, in a 
2020 article by journalist Eytan Kobre. 
“The idea that a person can’t just go on 
fooling himself with compromises and 
half-measures but must instead ingrain 
change in himself with specific actions 
designed to effect change, that’s real, 
it’s how life really is.”

Perr acknowledged that since both 
teachers and students don’t always 
know their limits, there can be negative 
aspects of this kind of personal con-
frontation and redirection, but main-
tains this, too, is part of the learning 
process.

Many of us are familiar with the 
term Torah lishmah, learning for the 
purity of “its own sake” rather than 
simply in the service of an applicable 
need. At Novardok, according to Perr, 
doing things “for the right reasons and 
with no one aware you’ve done it, 
which frees you of the corruptive effect 
of ego,” was also a major focus. 

Performing selfless acts not only 
brings us closer to God, it also trans-
forms you “into a powerful person,” 

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

Israel and the United Arab Emirates partnership
By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

On July 14, in the city of Tel 
Aviv, a miracle happened that 
many in the Middle East nev-

er thought was possible. On that day, 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog and 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) envoy 
Mohamed Al Khaja cut the ribbon that 
opened the UAE embassy 
in Israel.

On December 13, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett, at the invi-
tation of Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayad, made the first 
official visit to the UAE to 
establish diplomatic ties 
between the two countries.

What happened be-
tween July and December that has led 
to these positive relations between  
Israel and an Arab state? The answer  
to this question stems from a host of 
activities that have taken place be-
tween the two countries. During the 
past year, almost $600 million in trade 
has been established between Israel 
and the UAE. During this same period, 
50,000 Israelis have flown to Dubai to 
discover what life is like in the UAE 
and to enjoy the fruits of this land. 

A third reason for this friendship 
is similar views regarding the threat of 
Iran in the region. In November 2021, 
after a number of strikes between Ira-
nian and Israeli sea vessels, Israel, the 
UAE and the United States launched 
joint exercises in the Red Sea to stop 
or hinder Iranian naval moves. A senior 

emphasized Perr, “because in the deep-
est sense, you don’t need anyone in the 
world to know about what you’re do-
ing, not your wife, not your mother, not 
your rebbe. It’s just you and the Ribbo-
no shel Olam (God). To be independent 
of others’ views of you is tremendously 
empowering. If you learn to do things 
lishmah, you become an adam gadol 

(an exemplary person). And the rea-
son tzaddikim (righteous ones) often 
went hidden, disguised as peddlers or 
woodchoppers, was to be able to act 
lishmah.” 

When teaching at a Novardok as-
sociated yeshivah in Borough Park, 
Brooklyn (virtually all Novardok ye-
shivas in Europe were decimated in 
the Holocaust), he recalls someone 
who phoned to inquire about a possible 
marital match involving the daughter 
of an older student of his. The caller 
wanted to know if the man was a rosh 
yeshivah (head of school) or mash-
giach (supervisor of kashrut regula-
tions). When Perr responded that he 
was neither, his questioner, seeking an 
honorific to ascribe to a middle-aged 
yeshivah student, wondered, “So what 
is he?” Perr replied, “He’s someone 
who doesn’t need anyone to know who 
he is and what he’s like.” After a short 
pause, the caller then asked in amaze-
ment, “You mean there really still are 
such people?”

A common perception is that the 
renowned Lithuanian yeshivas of the 
19th and early-20th century were fairly 
monolithic centers that attracted the 
brightest young Jewish minds to study 
the intricacies (often characterized by 
pilpul or hair-splitting) of legal dis-
course with Judaism’s foremost sages 
for hours on end.

However, this storied notion of the 
yeshiva does not meet with reality. In 
fact, the large yeshivas that housed and 
maintained students from across Eu-
rope were largely created as bastions 
to protect against a range of unsettling 
influences that threatened to infect 
young Jews and thereby endanger the 
future of classic Talmudic learning. 
These perils included: the rise of Ha-
sidism; the emergence of the Haskalah  
(Enlightenment), which sought to in-
troduce secular pedagogy and high-
lighted Hebrew language and literature 
at the expense of Jewish ritual and law; 
the dawning of more liberal streams 
of Judaism; the nascent Zionist move-
ment; and the Russian government’s 

pressure on Jewish educational institu-
tions to include non-religious studies. 
Furthermore, the yeshivas themselves 
were often riven by administrative and 
academic discord.

The yeshivas were mitnagedim, 
opponents, of these buffeting trends. 
Nevertheless, to varying degree, they 
also recognized they needed to be 

somewhat open to some change in 
order to survive. Enter Rabbi Israel 
Salanter and his brilliant disciple Rab-
bi Yoseph Horowitz. 

Though Musar texts (musar is a 
Hebrew term referring to moral refine-
ment through ethical instruction and 
helpful reproof) had a long-established 
tradition in Jewish thought, they were 
not taught in conjunction with the stan-
dard yeshiva curriculum. However, 
Salanter and Horowitz succeeded in 
transforming them into captivating ve-
hicles for character development and 
spiritual growth. Utilizing an impres-
sive awareness of psychological in-
sight combined with innovative group 
dynamic techniques, their reconfigured 
Musar was intended not only for the 
scholarly elite but for all Jews.

The Musar Movement’s fullest ex-
pression occurred at Novardok (found-
ed by Horowitz) and 100 other linked 
yeshivas where legions of dedicated 
students were attracted to a new kind 
of Jewish learning. There they emo-
tionally recited wisdom statements 
from Musar texts over and over to 
ward off unworthy inclinations, spent 
extensive time addressing negative 
personal traits, and devoted attention to 
the study of especially important ethi-
cal attributes. 

Each student possessed a note-
book to record perceived personal fail- 
ures, which they scrutinized at night to 
consider how to correct. Students also 
explored potential subconscious moti-
vations for their actions. Additionally, 
they regularly gathered in small groups 
to discuss their flaws and worked with 
mentors/supervisors who monitored 
their progress.

The support they received, togeth-
er with their openness to the rebuke 
of others and sense of shared purpose, 
yielded strong results. 

Moshe Zilberg, who spent time at 
Novardok and later served as justice on 
Israel’s Supreme Court, has recounted 
how painfully shy Jewish young men 
became polished and confident public 

Moshe Zilberg, who spent time at Novardok 
and later served as justice on Israel’s Supreme 
Court, has recounted how painfully shy Jewish 
young men became polished and confident public 
speakers after only a short period at the yeshivah.

continued on page 34A
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– “Homeland Threat Assessment,”  
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, OCTOBER 2020

White supremacist White supremacist 
groupsgroups are the single  
most dangerous  
domestic extremist domestic extremist 
threat to the nation.

Charlottesville, VA; August 2017
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Israel and the United Arab Emirates partnership

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

On July 14, in the city of Tel 
Aviv, a miracle happened that 
many in the Middle East nev-

er thought was possible. On that day, 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog and 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) envoy 
Mohamed Al Khaja cut the ribbon that 
opened the UAE embassy 
in Israel.

On December 13, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett, at the invi-
tation of Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayad, made the first 
official visit to the UAE to 
establish diplomatic ties 
between the two countries.

What happened be-
tween July and December that has led 
to these positive relations between  
Israel and an Arab state? The answer  
to this question stems from a host of 
activities that have taken place be-
tween the two countries. During the 
past year, almost $600 million in trade 
has been established between Israel 
and the UAE. During this same period, 
50,000 Israelis have flown to Dubai to 
discover what life is like in the UAE 
and to enjoy the fruits of this land. 

A third reason for this friendship 
is similar views regarding the threat of 
Iran in the region. In November 2021, 
after a number of strikes between Ira-
nian and Israeli sea vessels, Israel, the 
UAE and the United States launched 
joint exercises in the Red Sea to stop 
or hinder Iranian naval moves. A senior 

Israeli naval officer stated the follow-
ing regarding these exercises: “Iran’s 
presence is something we need to push 
back as much as possible from the State 
of Israel, from the Red Sea, from the 
areas that provide our freedom to sail. 
In order to do that we need to make our 

partnership tighter.”
It is not only in the 

area of defense that the 
two countries have broad-
ened their activities. From 
January to October 2021, 
the countries have shared 
bilateral trade of $874.5 
million. Soon, a business 
forum will take place with 
80 people from the UAE 
attending. Ambassador Al 

Khaja said, “This will be the first forum 
of this nature, with two UAE ministers 
heading the delegation. We are also 
focusing on social, cultural and other 
activities that can bring our people to-
gether.” The Ambassador went further 
when he said, “The prophet says be op-
timistic, expect good things and good 
things will happen.”

The proof of the “good things” 
happening is seen in the fact that there 
are 37 weekly flights between Isra-
el and the UAE. People can travel in 
and out of the countries in a matter of 
hours. This means tourists, business-
people and governmental employees 
can fly just a few hours and share rela-
tions in a most positive manner. Mea-
sures have been taken to make such 
flights visa-free, leading thousands of 

Israelis to visit the UAE.
What is happening between these 

two countries may very well occur be-
tween Israel and the other members 
of the Abraham Accords including 
Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco. This 
represents a new reality for Israel and 
Middle Eastern countries. For decades, 
the requirement for positive relations 
between the Arab world and Israel was 
the insistence of peace efforts estab-
lished between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. Today, such a requirement does 
not exist. Instead, the main consider-

ations are the social, economic and 
military welfare of the region. It is a 
new era. Hopefully, it will continue to 
prove beneficial for all concerned to-
day and in the future.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the Heller IAI.

Follow us on

@jfedsrq
Stay connected.

Opinions printed in The Jewish News of 
Sarasota-Manatee do not necessarily reflect 
those of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-

Manatee, its Board of Directors or staff.

Moshe Zilberg, who spent time at Novardok 
and later served as justice on Israel’s Supreme 
Court, has recounted how painfully shy Jewish 
young men became polished and confident public 
speakers after only a short period at the yeshivah.
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^ Builds Bridges
^ Advocates through Government Affairs  

^ Remembers the Holocaust

Bridges
We build bridges between people by visiting synagogues, churches and civic groups to make 

presentations about Israel, antisemitism and the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement 
(BDS). In addition, we send clergy and community members on missions to Israel to 

experience and learn about the land while forging friendships that deepen  
and continue back home in Sarasota-Manatee.

Outreach
Fighting antisemitism is an ongoing battle. We have CRC 

Ambassadors ready and able to educate the community to 
better understand what antisemitism looks like and how  

to fight it alongside the Jewish community.

jfedsrq.org/HellerCRC

HELLER CRC’S MISSION
To build relationships within the 

Jewish and non-Jewish communities 
and to advance common interests 

through education and advocacy. 

Robert and Esther Heller

CRC
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE
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Reflections on the new year
By Harold M. Halpern

I begin the new year with a story 
from my late mother. When 18 
years old, in 1923, she asked her 

father, a Strettener Hasidic (no longer 
in existence), for permission to join 

Hadassah in its Zi-
onist mission. He 
answered in Yid-
dish, “Who said 
God couldn’t use 
a little help?” And 
so, she joined, re-
maining an active 
member to her last 
breath.

She was Hadassah’s American Af-
fairs chair in the 1940s and 1950s for 
Western New York, urging endorse-
ment of a Jewish state. When I was 13, 
I listened with my mother to the radio 
broadcast of the United Nations vote 
on the partition of Palestine creating 
a Jewish state on November 29, 1947. 
She cried tears of joy. My memory of 
this is burned into my soul, creating an 
unbreakable love for Israel as the home 
of the Jewish people.

David Ben Gurion on May 14, 
1948, read Israel’s Proclamation of 
Independence with great passion. It 
provided for “the right of the Jewish 
people to establish their independent 
state” with equality and dignity for all 
its people, Jewish and Arab, Muslim or 
Christian, based “on precepts of… jus-
tice… taught by the Hebrew prophets.” 

Israel seeks to fulfill these aspira-
tions through adoption of its Basic Law 
of Human Dignity and Liberty applica-
ble to all its citizens; and the right of 
all Jews to immigrate under the Law of 
Return. Never again will Jews be left 
without a place to go. Israel, at inde-
pendence, had less than one million 
Jews. Today, Israel has seven million 
Jews from more than 100 countries, 
and two million Israelis from minority 
groups, mostly Israeli Arab Muslims. 
They built a country with a standard 
of living equal to Western Europe, 
in which the desert blooms and is re-
nowned for its high-tech industry and 
its status as the world’s leader per cap-
ita in start-up companies. 

With this backdrop, I share with 

you a brief summary of some of the  
issues facing Israel in 2022.
Governance
Naftali Bennett became Prime Minister 
on June 13, 2021, ending the 12-year 
reign of Benjamin Netanyahu. His co-
alition of eight diverse parties – right, 
center, left and Ra’am, an Israeli Arab 
fundamentalist party – has but a one 
seat majority in the Knesset. The coa-
lition is held together, not by common 
policies, but by opposition to Net-
anyahu. They work together on shared 
interests but agree that the status quo 
governs issues of policy differences. 
So far, so good. A budget was adopted 
for 2021, and for 2022 it provides ad-
ditional funds for education, hospitals, 
infrastructure and to assist the Israeli 
Arab communities with social services 
and crime prevention.

It may be difficult to hold it togeth-
er given its narrow majority. Future 
events may tip it over, forcing another 
election. 
Economy
Covid control remains a constant bat-
tle. Notwithstanding, Israel’s economy 
has recovered and is not suffering from 
“the great resignation” of employees. 
Its high-tech industry continues an up-
ward trajectory. 

However, some economists have 
expressed concern about the impact of 
ultra-Orthodox schools’ failure to pro-
vide their growing student population 
a sufficient secular education to enter 
the job market. If the curriculum is 
not changed, the overall economy will 
suffer and economic disparity will in-
crease.
Israeli Arabs
Israel seems to have recovered from 
the attack by some Arab Israelis on 
their Jewish neighbors in mixed Israeli 
Arab and Jewish cities in May 2021, in 
apparent support of Hamas rocket at-
tacks against Israelis. 

Mansour Abbas, leader of Ra’am, 
recognizes the benefits of being a part 
of the system instead of a consistent 
opponent. The new budget providing 
additional funds to Israeli Arab com-
munities reflects that benefit. Abbas 
recently was quoted as saying, “The 

Harold M. Halpern

State of Israel was born as a Jewish 
state, and it will remain one.” This may 
be a sign that the efforts of the govern-
ment to fully include Israeli Arabs as 
partners is beginning to take hold.
Religious Divide
The divide between ultra-Orthodox 
and the rest of society remains a seri-
ous issue. Its two ultra-Orthodox po-
litical parties in the Knesset have been 
vituperative in criticism of the govern-
ment. Contrary to the desire of the ma-
jority for change, their political power 
has kept the Orthodox Rabbinate in 
control of marriage, divorce, conver-
sions, Shabbat transportation and egal-
itarian prayer at the Western Wall.
Iran
Negotiations about reinstatement of 
the nuclear agreement with Iran is 
the most vexing problem consuming 
Israel’s concern. At this writing, the 
outcome of negotiations is uncertain. 
Israel, with United States coopera-
tion, is formulating a credible military 
backup, both as an incentive for Iran to 
enter into a good agreement and as a 
deterrent, if it continues toward nuclear 
development.

Israel is in a difficult position. If 
there is a reestablishment of a weak nu-
clear agreement, it is in danger. If there 
is no agreement releasing sanctions 
against Iran, it may lash out against Is-
rael by its proxies, raining rockets on 
Israel by Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
Hamas from Gaza.
West Bank
Pundits agree that the time is not ripe 
for peace negotiations. Israel is main-
taining the status quo with the tacit 
agreement of the Palestinian Authori-
ty (PA). Both are concerned with the 
growing influence of Hamas. Israel is 
seeking to curtail Hamas by strength-
ening the PA influence with loans to it 
and increasing the number of permits 
to work in Israel.
Conclusion
I am proud to live in the United States, 
Israel’s strongest and most important 
ally. The history of both countries may 
indicate ups and downs, but the direc-
tion is toward the aspirations of their 
founding documents of independence. 
May our generation continue that mis-
sion.
Opinions expressed are solely those 
of Harold Halpern, a retired attorney 
in Lakewood Ranch, a board member 
of the American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, and of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, West Coast 
Chapter of Florida. 
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Federation to offer all virtual 
programming for the 2020-21 season

Staff Report

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT DISCLAIMERThis issue of The Jewish News contains a paid 
political advertisement. The ad does not 
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by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Federation awards 2nd phase of COVID-19 

assistance to area Jewish organizations

By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer, and Stacey Gillman, Stronger Together Granting Chair

T he Jewish Federation of Sara-sota-Manatee has made the dif-ficult decision that all programs 
for the 2020-21 season will be virtual. 
Chief Executive Officer Howard Tev-
lowitz says, “In an effort to keep the 
community safe, we feel we have no 
choice but to make this decision. The 
health of our Federation family is too 
important!”

In addition to the Coronavirus 
cases that continue to climb in Flori-
da, Tevlowitz points to the results of 
our recent event survey, which clearly 
showed the community is not ready to 
attend in-person events for the foresee-
able future. “We have heard you loud 
and clear,” says Tevlowitz.The event survey sent out 

via email and social media, was 
answered by more than 550 re-
spondents. They were asked for 
feedback about our current virtual 
programming and questioned about 
how comfortable one would feel at-
tending in-person events this com-
ing season. We are so grateful that 
so many in our community took the 
time to let us know their thoughts.The pie chart at right shows the 

answer to the main question: What is 
your level of comfort attending an in-

door event for the coming Fall-Winter 
2020-21 season?As you can see, an overwhelming 

majority would not feel comfortable 
attending or thought it was too soon to 
tell.

Other questions included at 
what capacity one would attend an 
in-person event, what conditions 
would have to be in effect to feel 
comfortable to attend an in-person 
event (i.e., masks, sanitizers, etc.) 
and when would you see yourself 
ready to come out to an in-person 

event. All answers clearly showed 
reluctance on the part of the com-
munity.

Many of the comments were en-
lightening. Here are a few: � I will not be attending in the fore-

seeable future. Very glad you are 
asking, but no, no and NO!!! � With an older population to con-

sider, no indoor events should be 
planned until there is a vaccine. 
Appreciate the varied programs 
and films you’ve provided.LEVEL OF COMFORT TO ATTEND INDOOR EVENTS

57.2

4.0
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3.2 %

%

%

%

57 .2  Percent  Will avoid attending in-door events for the foreseeable future

3.2  Percent  Have no concern about   attending indoor events

4 .0  Percent  Would be nervous,   but may still attend indoor events

9 .5  Percent  Will attend so long as CDC/ 
federal/state guidelines are strictly followed 

26 .1  Percent  Think that it is too   soon to tell

SURVEY RESULTS

continued on page 2

I n April of this year, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
began raising funds to provide 

COVID-19 relief to Jewish organiza-
tions in our two-county area. As of 
this printing, our generous community 
has contributed more than $330,000 to 
our Stronger Together effort, including 
a $100,000 matching grant from our 
board-restricted fund. Readers may recall that we distrib-

uted close to $70,000 of those dollars 
to eight Jewish organizations and syna-
gogues in early June to support Food 
Security and Health/Wellness pro-
gramming, including helping a number 
of synagogues make much-needed up-
grades to their technology and audio-

visual systems in order to provide virtual ser-vices and programs for our community mem-bers, many of whom are isolated and alone due to the pandemic. In July, the Stron-ger Together Granting Committee met to re-view applications for the second phase 
of the granting process. The response 
was overwhelming. The committee 
received requests totaling more than 
was available to distribute, which was 
concerning as the plan was to make a 
third phase of grants available in early 
fall. After much deliberation, the com-

mittee focused its efforts on fulfilling 
those grants that address Food Secu-
rity and Health/Wellness programming 
for this phase. The committee recom-
mended and received Board approval 
for $157,660 in grants for the follow-
ing programs:
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Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz...continued from page 32A
speakers after only a short period at the 
yeshivah.

Rabbi Dr. Meir Levin, author of a 
book about Novardok, observes that, 
“In the past, G-d was large, the Source 
of Truth, and man was small and need-
ed to obey. But once the Renaissance 
posited man as ‘the measure of all 
things,’ in our consciousness, man has 
grown larger and larger, century by 
century, and G-d, so to say, smaller and 
smaller, relegating Him to a small part 
of the Universe, with no effect on how 
we live.”

For Levin, in defying the worship 
of man and cultivating adherence to 
high ethical standards identified with 
God, Novardok enabled individuals to 
stare down modernity’s deceptions and 
moral unraveling to discern ultimate 
value and truth. “Psychology focuses 
on improving function and satisfaction 
with life, and it possesses many tools to 

accomplish that,” indicates Levin,” but 
it aspires to nothing more. Novardok 
musar aims higher, and its ambition is 
relentless. Growth, growth and more 
growth – toward Heaven!”

Though we don’t tend to acknowl-
edge it, there is today a great hunger 
for the kind of human authenticity nur-
tured at Novardok. Indeed, many Jews 
are seeking this aim outside the Jewish 
community because they no longer feel 
such a path can be found within it. But, 
though shrouded, that path still exists. 
Our challenge is to be willing to enter-
tain different, more relevant and com-
pelling spiritual modalities to uncover 
it.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/media-channels
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Sarasota-Manatee Chevra Kadisha

For more information about the non-profit, 
community, Jewish Burial Society, contact:
For men:        941-484-2790  
For women:  941-346-6446                              

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237

Announcing the development of a NEW FACILITY IN LAKEWOOD RANCH 
located near the corner of Lakewood Ranch Blvd. and 44th Ave.

RTSFunerals.com
Not affiliated with Toale Brothers Funeral Home

or Toale Brothers Inc.

In this time of need, know who to call.
Our firms will serve your family with all precautions,

CDC guidelines, and compassionate care.

Dignity Memorial®  Robert Toale & Sons

We Serve All Families

PALMS MEMORIAL PARK
170 Honore Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34232

941.371.4962 • Fax 941.295.7009

WIEGAND CHAPEL
7454 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

941.921.5755 • Fax 941.923.0113

MANASOTA MEMORIAL PARK 
1221 53rd Avenue East, Bradenton, FL 34203

941.755.2688 • Fax 941.201.1640

Susie, Jason, Jeff, Hannah, Robert and Debbie

If you or a family you know would like to discuss options for services, cremation, Life
Story Celebrations, or returning to their home state up north, we have answers available.

ROBERT TOALE AND SONS

FUNERAL HOME

PALMS MEMORIAL PARK
MANASOTA MEMORIAL PARK

WIEGAND CHAPEL

Gerald “Gerry” Ronkin
Jewish Community Liaison

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, Florida 34232

Office 941-371-4962
Cell 941-809-5195
Gerry.Ronkin@DignityMemorial.com

DignityMemorial.com
RTSFunerals.com

Not affiliated with Toale Brothers Funeral Home or Toale Brothers Inc.

Announcing the development of a NEW FACILITY IN LAKEWOOD RANCH
located near the corner of Lakewood Ranch Blvd. and 44th Ave.

 

30th Jay & Lynn Sacks
Temple Emanu-El
25th Jason & Faith Lipton
Temple Emanu-El
20th Marc & Amy Greene
Temple Emanu-El

ANNIVERSARIES
10th Dr. Marshall & Andrea Frank
Temple Emanu-El
10th Juliette & Andrew Grossman
Temple Emanu-El
5th Chloe & Adam Swerdlow
Temple Sinai

Please submit your life cycle events (births, B’nai 
Mitzvah, anniversaries, etc.) to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org. 
Photos welcome for births, weddings, engagements and 

B’nai Mitzvah; please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

BAT MITZVAH

FAMILYFAMILYFamily Owned. Family Focused.

941.955.4171 • www.ToaleBrothers.com

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history.  
Honored to be a part of your family’s celebration of life.

IN MEMORIAM
Gerald “Gerry” Marvin Feder, 85, of Lakewood Ranch, December 6
Leslie M. Fishman, 93, of Sarasota, December 29
Gretchen Gross, of Amherst, NY, December 18
Janet Kaplan, 99, of Scarsdale, NY, and Longboat Key, December 5
Sidney Katz, 104, of Sarasota, December 12
Harriet Kaufman, 96, of Sarasota, formerly of Islip, NY, December 3
Golda E. Thompson, 89, of Sarasota, December 12
Bruce Trevens, 91, of Bradenton, December 2

Lanie Fineman, daughter of Lauren & Dr. Steven Fineman, 
February 5, Temple Emanu-El

MARRIAGE
Rabbi Mendy Steinmetz, son of Rabbi Chaim & Sara Steinmetz,  
to Chaya Lazaroff of Houston, Texas, February 7, Chabad of Sarasota
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Join us for two spectacular in-person People of the Book events in February.  
For a complete schedule of remaining events, ticket information, author  

bios, book synopses and a 16-page brochure, visit jfedsrq.org/books.
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Presented by

See the article on  
pages 6A-7A  for information  

about these authors  
and their books.

Authors appearing in the People of the Book  
are members of the Jewish Book Council Network.

Also this month via Zoom:
 � Pam Jenoff, author of The Woman With the Blue Star,  
on Wednesday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m.

 � Rachel Beanland, author of Florence Adler Swims Forever, 
on Thursday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m.

Eddie Shapiro • A Wonderful Guy
Includes local performers singing several show tunes!

In A Wonderful Guy: Conversations with the Great Men of Musical 
Theater, theater journalist Eddie Shapiro sits down for intimate,  
career-encompassing conversations with 19 of Broadway’s most pro-
lific and fascinating leading men. Full of detailed stories and reflec-
tions, his conversations with such luminaries as Joel Grey, Ben Vereen, 
Norm Lewis, Gavin Creel, Cheyenne Jackson, Jonathan Groff and a 
host of others dig deep into each actor’s career. Together, these chap-
ters tell the story of what it means to be a leading man on Broadway 
over the past 50 years.
Eddie Shapiro grew up singing music from every cast album he could 
get his hands on. He is the author of Nothing Like a Dame: Conversa-
tions with the Great Women of Musical Theater, Queens on the King-
dom: The Ultimate Gay and Lesbian Guide to the Disney Theme Parks and hundreds of articles in maga-
zines, including Out, Backstage West, In Theater and Instinct.

“The conversations and stories, so generously told by these 
beautiful gentlemen, provide a moving glimpse into the 
complicated lives of artists.” – Bebe Neuwirth

Tuesday, February 8 • Temple Emanu-El

Laraine Newman • May You Live in Interesting Times

Laraine Newman’s memoir chronicles her life and experiences that 
seem to have been on the forefront of every pop culture shift in Amer-
ica: from the British invasion and the music scene in Los Angeles, to 
the beginning of The Comedy Store and how it started, the prominence 
of comedy, the forming of The Groundlings, the beginning of Saturday 
Night Live, to the beginning of the rising prominence of animation. 
This, while dealing with her demons, getting sober, having children 
and reinventing herself.
Laraine Newman is a founding member of The Groundlings and an 
original cast member of Saturday Night Live. She has worked for di-
rectors ranging from Woody Alan to Guillermo Del Toro. She has writ-
ten for the Jewish Journal, McSweeney’s, Esquire and The Believer.

“Not only is May You Live in Interesting Times a riveting memoir of Laraine’s  
life and stellar body of work, but just hearing the genuine charm in her voice  
will make you fall in love with her. An extraordinary treat.” – Alan Zweibel

Saturday, February 19 • Temple Sinai

Tickets to attend in person are 
$18 in advance/$25 at the door 
$10 per household on Zoom

Tickets to attend in person are 
$25 in advance/$30 at the door 
$10 per household on Zoom

Only available on Audible
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Temple Emanu-El will welcome Rabbi Karyn Kedar 
as Scholar-in-Residence
Temple Emanu-El is proud and 

delighted to welcome author, 
poet and inspirational speaker 

Rabbi Karyn Kedar as the 2022 Kap-
lan Scholar-in-Residence on Friday, 
February 18 and Saturday, 
February 19. A certified 
Spiritual Director and ac-
claimed teacher of mind-
fulness practice, Rabbi 
Kedar has contributed 
her writings to numerous 
prayer books, periodicals 
and anthologies, and is the 
author of five books, in-
cluding Amen, God Whis-
pers and The Bridge to 
Forgiveness. She serves Congregation 
B’nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim in Deer-
field, Illinois, as Senior Rabbi.

“Having Rabbi Kedar as our Schol-
ar is a wonderful way to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the ordination 
of the first woman Rabbi in Ameri-
ca,” Scholar-in-Residence Committee 

Co-chair Ellen Klein 
remarked. “Her topics 
are especially appro-
priate in these troubled 
times as they speak to 
dealing with current is-
sues as seen through the 
wisdom of our texts.”

Rabbi Kedar will 
join Temple Emanu-El 
Senior Rabbi Brenner 
Glickman and Associate 

Rabbi Michael Shefrin on the bimah on 
Friday at 7:15 p.m. to speak on “Faith, 
Courage and Wisdom: The Language 

of Resilience.” Notes Rabbi Kedar, 
“Faith is an active conversation with 
the invisible, the knowledge that you 
are limited and that when you are in 
the center of your universe, you are in 
a lonely place. When you recognize the 
sacred power of beauty and goodness, 
you regain your balance and restore a 
sense of hope.… Faith, courage and 
wisdom form the foundation of resil-
ience and fortitude.” 

On Saturday at 10:00 a.m., Rabbi 

Kedar will address “The Bridge to 
Forgiveness,” exploring “six stepping 
stones – loss, anger, acceptance, for-
giveness, learning and restoration” – 
that can serve as a path to wholeness.

Temple Emanu-El’s Kaplan Schol-
ar-in-Residence Weekend, generously 
underwritten by Arny and Dee Kaplan, 
and Charles Peck in memory of his be-
loved parents Joyce and Mal, is free 
and open to the community. For more 
information, call 941.371.2788.

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) at Ringling College presents
“Celebrating Florida’s Wild Wonders” 

OLLI at Ringling College  
Ringling College Museum Campus
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236
941-309-5111   •  OLLI@ringling.edu
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

March 11, 2022   •   9 am- 5 pm  
Ringling College Museum Campus, 1001 S. Tamiami Trail
 
Inspired by the book The Wilder Heart of Florida, Celebrating Florida’s 
Wild Wonders offers a unique opportunity to learn about many of 
Florida’s natural treasures and to deepen the understanding and 
appreciation of nature in your life.
 
Guests will hear from a variety of speakers, including artists  
and environmentalists. 
 
Panelists include: Jean Blackburn, Pamela Callender,  
Susan Cerulean, Joe King, Jono Miller, Leslie Kemp Poole, 
Gianna Russo, and Bruce Stephenson   
 
Join us for this special one-day event!
 
The registration fee is $125 per person and includes lunch and a 
complimentary reception (beverages and light hors d’oeuvres).
 
For more information, call 941-309-5111 or visit  
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

Rabbi Karyn Kedar

Educating Jewish Minds Enriching Jewish HeartsEngaging Jewish Lives
FEDwe
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Grief is a form of love. Together with Tidewell Hospice, we’re going beyond 
world-class care. We’re improving patients’ well-being with art, music, and 
pet therapy. We also provide grief services to patients’ loved ones. Because 
like love, care is a continuum. And your generosity makes it possible.

Brighten lives today. 
TidewellFoundation.org

love

TIDEWELL

FOUNDATION

empath

Partners in Excellence:

Partners in Compassion:

Tidewell Foundation is grateful to our sustaining annual corporate 
partners for their ongoing sponsorship of the Foundation’s mission.

TW_FallWinterAd_February_FederationNewspaper_5x7.5_FINAL.indd   1TW_FallWinterAd_February_FederationNewspaper_5x7.5_FINAL.indd   1 1/7/22   1:17 PM1/7/22   1:17 PM

http://www.olliatringlingcollege.org
https://www.tidewellfoundation.org


2B February 2022 COMMUNITY FOCUS

The Kehillah  
Collaborative 

brings together 
Jewish organizations in  

Sarasota-Manatee to share ideas, 
work together  

on programming  
and host  

collaborative events.

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at  
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941-706-0037.

In Hebrew, the word Kehillah  
means community.  

Kehillah Collaborative
Building Jewish Life Through Community

Sa
ra

sota-Manatee

Chabad

 

Kehillah Collaborative: Temple and Organization Spotlight

Chabad of Venice  
& North Port

JFCS of the Suncoast, Inc.

For 35 years, JFCS of the Sun-
coast has been one of the area’s 
leading mental health and hu-

man services agencies. Services are 
delivered on a non-denominational 
basis, inspired by the Jewish tradition 
of helping all people. With a goal to 
empower individuals to self-sufficien-
cy and stability, JFCS services provide 
comprehensive care to community 
members in need. JFCS is supported 
by a compassionate professional staff, 
counselors, clinicians and social work-
ers, all providing a caring environment.
Our Vision
We strive for a Suncoast community 
where the vulnerable are protected and 
those who are challenged have a safe, 
supportive community to help them 
gain stability and independence. We 
do this by providing impactful mental 
health and human services regardless 
of age, faith or circumstance.
Our Approach
Guiding people toward change and sup-
port, JFCS provides hope and healing 
to the community. Our team of trained, 
compassionate experts work together 
to provide comprehensive care for all. 
This approach of helping individuals 
who face multiple challenges is the 
most effective way to ensure positive 
outcomes and long-term stability that 
changes lives forever.

With offices in Sarasota, North 
Port, Longboat Key, Port Charlotte, 
Bradenton and (shortly) Venice, we  
offer services to individuals, families 
and groups throughout the Suncoast.
Our Services
A shortened list of our services includes:

 � Mental Health Counseling
 � Family Services – Parenting Edu-

cation and Support
 � Seniors, Caregivers & Alzheimer’s 

Support
 � Veteran’s Housing Assistance, Life 

Skills & Job Placement
 � Homeless Prevention Services
 � Jewish Healing Services (Bereave-

ment Services, Financial Assis-
tance Program, Friendly Visitors, 
Holocaust Survivor Services, Pris-
on Ministry & Religious Outreach, 
Food & Financial Assistance, 
Home-delivered Shabbat & Holi-
day Meals)

 � Adolescent Diversion & Assis-
tance Program

 � Camp Mariposa – for youth expe-
riencing substance abuse in their 
homes
To contact JFCS, please call 

941.366.2224 or visit JFCS-cares.org. 
Our Weinberg Campus is located at 
2688 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. Our 
Flanzer Campus is located at 1753 
Ringling Blvd., Sarasota.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

By Stacy Lang, PhD, LCSW, ACSW, Chief of Behavioral Health Svcs.

Chabad of Venice & North Port 
is a warm and welcoming cen-
ter serving Jews of all back-

grounds who want to learn more about 
their Jewish roots. Jewish values are 
brought to life in a joyous, warm and 
non-judgmental atmosphere.

The Chabad Center offers a wide 
variety of different spiritual and edu-
cational opportunities for all segments 
of the Jewish community, including 
Adult Education Classes, Teen Club, 
Hebrew School of the Arts, Camp Gan 
Israel, Jewish Women’s Circle, Movie 
Club, Smiles on Seniors, Chesed Food 
Program, Hospital/Home Visitation, 
Counseling and a Jewish calendar, 
which is distributed free to the entire 
Jewish community of south Sarasota 
County.

Throughout the year, Chabad pro-
vides numerous holiday observances, 
including High Holiday services, Suk-
kot and Simchat Torah festivities, the 
lighting of giant Chanukah menorahs, 
community Passover Seders, and cre-
ative Purim and Shavuos celebrations. 
Chabad transforms Jewish holidays 

into experiential opportunities for 
neighbors and friends to celebrate their 
common bonds without considering 
levels of observance, beliefs or knowl-
edge.

Shabbat services held every Friday 
evening and Saturday morning are tra-
ditional and conducted in a joyous and 
inviting atmosphere. The prayer book 
is bilingual and English readings are 
incorporated into the service. Children 
are included and welcome, though sep-
arate children’s services are offered. In 
addition, an in-depth Parsha class pre-
cedes the service.

All are welcome to visit any of 
the programs or services that are held. 
As the doors to the Chabad Center ex-
claim, this is a place “Where all Jews 
are Family.” There is no mandatory 
membership or dues, and the entire 
community is welcome.

Chabad of Venice & North Port is 
located at 21560 Angela Lane, Ven-
ice. Rabbi Sholom Schmerling can be 
reached at 941.493.2770 or rabbi@
chabadofvenice.com. For more infor-
mation, visit chabadofvenice.com.

Look for information on Chabad of West Bradenton  
and Community Day School in the March 2022 issue.
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With offices in Sarasota, North 
Port, Longboat Key, Port Charlotte, 
Bradenton and (shortly) Venice, we  
offer services to individuals, families 
and groups throughout the Suncoast.
Our Services
A shortened list of our services includes:

 � Mental Health Counseling
 � Family Services – Parenting Edu-

cation and Support
 � Seniors, Caregivers & Alzheimer’s 

Support
 � Veteran’s Housing Assistance, Life 

Skills & Job Placement
 � Homeless Prevention Services
 � Jewish Healing Services (Bereave-

ment Services, Financial Assis-
tance Program, Friendly Visitors, 
Holocaust Survivor Services, Pris-
on Ministry & Religious Outreach, 
Food & Financial Assistance, 
Home-delivered Shabbat & Holi-
day Meals)

 � Adolescent Diversion & Assis-
tance Program

 � Camp Mariposa – for youth expe-
riencing substance abuse in their 
homes
To contact JFCS, please call 

941.366.2224 or visit JFCS-cares.org. 
Our Weinberg Campus is located at 
2688 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. Our 
Flanzer Campus is located at 1753 
Ringling Blvd., Sarasota.

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

JCV revises format for Jewish Food Festival  
due to Covid
After much deliberation, the 

Jewish Congregation of Ven-
ice (JCV) Board of Directors 

and Jewish Food Festival Committee, 
under the leadership of Chair Judy Ra-
paport, have decided to cancel the fes-
tival scheduled for Sunday, February 
13.

The good news is that most of the 
traditional Jewish foods so beloved by 
the community are available for pre- 
order delivery on February 12 and 13. 

The aroma of the delicacies that will 
be available is already wafting through 
the synagogue.

Because of revived Covid con-
cerns, the health of volunteers and cus-
tomers, who had serious withdrawal 
symptoms last year when the festival 
was canceled because of the virus, 
again has to be the primary concern.

Preparations for the 2022 festival 
began several weeks ago when the JCV 
bakers and cooks began to bake challah 

(with and without raisins), mandelbrot, 
rugelach and strudel, plus cakes, cook-
ies and assorted pastries.

Others on the committee for the 
27th festival were preparing chopped 
liver, potato latkes, knishes (meat, 
potato and spinach), and cabbage and 
matzoh ball soup. 

Orders are being taken through 
Monday, January 31. To get an order 
form and price list, please visit jewish 
congregationvenice.com and click  

‘donate.’ Alternatively, the JCV Jew-
ish Food Festival ad on page 6A in this 
issue has the order form which can be 
mailed to the JCV.

Food will be available for pickup 
on February 12 from noon to 3:00 p.m., 
and on Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
The Jewish Congregation of Venice 
is located at 600 North Auburn Road, 
Venice.

Temple Sinai welcomes  
The Perlman Music Program Suncoast
Temple Sinai is delighted to once 

again sponsor, in part, a con-
cert presented by The Perlman 

Music Program Suncoast. PMP Alum-
ni: Around Town’s “Music from the 
Heart” will be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12 at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 
4631 South Lockwood Ridge Road 
(enter only from Proctor Road), Sara-
sota. A reception with the artists will 
follow.

This magical program features five 
highly acclaimed graduates of The Per-
lman Music Program: Max Tan, Eric 
Silberger, Tal First, violins; Bethany 
Hargreaves, viola; Lev Mamuya, cello; 
along with internationally renowned 
pianist Marisa Gupta. The repertoire 
will include works by French Romantic 
composer Ernest Chausson – Poème, 
Op. 25 and Concert in D, Op. 21 – both 
arranged for violin, piano and string 
quartet. These compositions were ded-
icated by Chausson to Belgian violinist 

Eugène Ysaÿe. According to violinist 
Max Tan, leader of the ensemble, Con-
cert is occasionally performed in the 

U.S. as a show of chamber ensemble 
virtuosity, but the Poème arrangement 
is rarely programmed.

A frequent visitor to Sarasota, Max 

began training with The Perlman Music 
Program (PMP) at the young age of 14, 
studying with acclaimed violinist and 
conductor Itzhak Perlman. He attended 

the PMP Winter Residency for many 
years and returned often to perform in 
the community and in schools. Max is 
a member of the Sarasota Orchestra 
and is studying for his doctorate at The 
Juilliard School in New York. 

The Perlman Music Program Sun-
coast cultivates audiences of all ages 
through classical music performances 
and education outreach programs. 
Through its relationship with PMP, 
founded by Toby Perlman, Perlman 
Suncoast offers the public the unique 
opportunity to witness the talent and 
spirit of extraordinarily gifted and 
promising young string students and 
accomplished graduates.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, visit PerlmanSuncoast.
org or call 941.955.4942.Violinist Max Tan Composer Ernest Chausson

Everything you need for Valentine’s Day. 
Elegant food, fine wine, fresh flowers, 

divine desserts and specialty gift baskets. 
Prepared by us. For you and your sweetheart.

Serving the Sarasota area for over 50 years

PLEASE SUPPORT  
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THEY HELP MAKE  
THE JEWISH NEWS POSSIBLE

4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota, FL 34231
www.templesinai-sarasota.org • (941) 924-1802

You're invited to...

http://www.mortonsmarket.com
http://www.templesinai-sarasota.org
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Susan Skovronek retires from  
Sarasota Jewish Chorale after 14 years
By Nancy B. Finn

Susan Skovronek, who has been a 
mainstay of the Sarasota Jewish 
Chorale (SJC), is retiring after 

14 years of singing with this group and 
leading it to the prominence it enjoys 
today. 

A Sarasota resident since 2006, 
Susan joined the Chorale in 2008 when 
it was a group of 32 casual singers. 
In 2010, she was elect-
ed president, a position 
she held for six years. 
Leading this unaffiliat-
ed Jewish chorus was 
not enough for Susan. 
She took on the task 
of handling publicity, 
helped create a website 
and oversaw the gigs in 
which the Chorale en-
gaged. After her tenure 
as president, she served as manager for 
three years and then board secretary 
until her retirement in December 2021.

Susan remembers that the Saraso-
ta Jewish Chorale was a place where 
members of the community, no matter 

what their religion or affiliation, could 
come every Thursday evening to sing 
together. She recalled, “When I first 
began singing with the Chorale, I de-
cided to take lessons with a local voice 
instructor who helped me with the 
nuances of breathing, projection and 
pitch. These qualities are useful, as the 
Chorale has developed into a polished 

performing group in the 
last few years.” 

In her retirement, Su-
san is working in a lead-
ership position with the 
Women’s Interfaith Net-
work (WIN), a local com-
munity organization that 
focuses on sharing the tra-
ditions of many religions. 
She also continues as co-
chair, with her partner Al-

ice D’Souza, of the “Elder Callers,” 
a group of individuals from Temple 
Emanu-El who, during the early days 
of the pandemic, determined that it 
was important to reach out to those 
congregants who were isolated or lived 

alone. Susan and Alice work together 
in several social action endeavors in 
the Sarasota-Manatee community. 

The Chorale will miss Susan’s 
voice, both in singing and advising the 
organization, as well as her willingness 
to help in getting any job done. 

“I’m leaving on a high note,” Su-
san commented. “I am so proud and  

excited for the Chorale as it prepares 
for its third Spring Gala Concert, 
‘Songs of Peace and Joy,’ at Temple 
Beth Sholom on Sunday, March 27. 
I’m looking forward to being part of 
the audience now.” 

For more information on the Spring 
Gala Concert and the Chorale, please 
visit sarasotajewishchorale.org.

“These we honor” 
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
IN HONOR OF
Rolla & Stuart Eisman
Carla Rosen
Stacy Hanan
Don Shaefitz
Marla & Gordon Levine
Raydel Walston
Jeremy Lisitza
Judith & Arthur Marks
Ed Moravitz
Louis Lasday

IN MEMORY OF
Ruth Ades
Ilene & Michael Fox
Elaine & Burton Herman
John Blume
Myrna Blume
Ralph LaBarr
Ronna & Wayne Ruben
Frances Weintraub
Jeremy Lisitza

HOLOCAUST 
PROGRAMS

IN HONOR OF
Bette Zaret
Barry Stein

IN MEMORY OF
Boris Mirman
Helen Hecker

ISRAEL PROGRAMS
IN HONOR OF
Sara & Adam Margolis
Carol Ann & Rodney Margolis

IN MEMORY OF
Ruth Ades
Kimberly & Jonathan Adler
Jeremy Lisitza

SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL 
PROGRAM (SKIP)

IN HONOR OF
Howard Tevlowitz
Elizabeth & Zvi Gellis

IN MEMORY OF
David Jaffer
Patti & David Wertheimer

NOTE: To be publicly  
acknowledged in The Jewish News, 

Honor Cards require a minimum  
$10 contribution per listing.  

You can send Honor Cards directly  
from jfedsrq.org. For more  

information, call 941.371.4546.

Susan Skovronek

Helping at-risk  
women and kids
Congregation Kol HaNeshama 

(KH) recently spearheaded a 
social action program respond-

ing to the needs of at-risk women and 
children throughout Sarasota-Manatee. 

Members of KH filled new or gen-
tly used handbags with everyday es-
sentials such as toiletries, sundries and 
warm socks, and encouraged friends 
and neighbors to do the same. 

The project resulted in the deliv-
ery of some 90 handbags, brimming 
over with necessities, to Safe Place and 
Rape Crisis Center (SPARCC) in Sara-
sota, and HOPE Family Services, Inc., 
in Bradenton.

Rabbi Jennifer Singer, Ellen Honig  
and Naomi Schwartz deliver handbags filled 
with everyday essentials to Safe Place and 

Rape Crisis Center in Sarasota

Joan Streit, Barbara Shagrin  
and Maureen Binderman deliver handbags  

filled with everyday essentials to  
HOPE Family Services in Bradenton

GIVING A  
DEMOCRATIC  VOICE  
TO JEWISH VALUES 
Check us out at SrqJewishDems.org

Contact us at mail@SrqJewishDems.org

Like us  
on Facebook!
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SHALOMSRQ is the ultimate resource guide to everything Jewish 
in Sarasota and Manatee counties! It covers everything a local 

resident, visitor or newcomer needs to know: 

• Synagogues & Temples
• Jewish Clubs
• Jewish Cultural Arts
• Jewish Education
• Jewish Food
• Jewish Gift Shops
• Jewish Service Providers

• Jewish Housing
• Jewish Youth & Teen Programs
• Jewish Calendar
• Israel Connections
• History of Jews in Sarasota
• Maps with Drop-pin Locators
   AND MORE! 

What better way to enjoy a Jewish Florida lifestyle than with a 
publication that will help make life easier! 

To view SHALOMSRQ, go to

SHALOMSRQ.org
or get the FREE magazine mailed to you by contacting  

Bonnie Souther at 941.371.4546 x.0 or bsouther@jfedsrq.org
SHALOMSRQ is published by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

https://www.shalomsrq.org
http://www.srqjewishdems.org
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Rabbi Rachel Dulin teaches  
Biblical Literature class at Aviva
Every Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 

at Aviva Senior Living, Rabbi 
Rachel Dulin teaches a class on 

Biblical Literature. Around 30 people 
of all faiths gather each week for the 
class, which focuses on the relevancy 
of the Biblical text to our times.

“Rachel Dulin has a way of con-
veying sincerity and warmth. Her 
scholarly insights appeal to our resi-
dents and there is tremendous interest 
in her class each week,” said Maria 
Leonardo, Aviva Campus Director of 
Life Enrichment and Volunteers.

Rabbi Dulin began teaching when 
she was very young, before her mili-
tary career in Israel. After earning her 
doctorate at Northwestern University, 
she continued teaching, eventually re-
tiring to Florida, where she spent 10 
years teaching Hebrew and Biblical 
Literature at New College. She began 
teaching classes at Aviva nearly 10 
years ago, and one year ago became the 
rabbi and chaplain at Aviva.

“In our class, we do not study the 
dogma of religion, but rather the his-
tory, the politics and the culture of the 
times,” she said. “Those experiences of 
the past are very relevant to our life to-
day,” she added. 

Those who attend the classes en-
joy the fact that they can be together 
as a group (though socially distanced), 
Dulin said, adding that these classes not 
only are interesting but help residents 
overcome the isolation and monoto-
ny that has been with us since Covid. 

Thanks to the Better Together Grant 
from The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee, the class is also broad-
cast into the residents’ apartments.

Betty Farrar lives at Aviva’s An-
chin Assisted Living and has attend-
ed the classes with Rabbi Rachel. 
“My husband (who passed away) was 
a pastor, and my son is a pastor as 
well,” she said, “so biblical teachings 
are of special interest to me. In Rab-
bi Rachel’s classes, I have learned 
new things about religion and Juda-
ism, and relearned things that I knew 
from years ago. Rachel always made 
me feel welcome for who I am. She is 
such a wonderful teacher, and keeps 
people spellbound as she lectures.  

Everybody loves her.” 
“This class is fun, and it’s intel-

lectually challenging,” Rabbi Dulin 
said. “I look forward to our class every 
week.” 

In addition to Rabbi Dulin’s week-
ly classes, Aviva residents have an 

opportunity to explore current Jewish 
happenings when Rabbi Stuart Altshul-
er from Temple Beth Sholom, or Rabbi 
Brenner J. Glickman or Rabbi Michael 
Shefrin from Temple Emanu-El make 
monthly visits to chat with their con-
gregants in the Kretzmer Center.

Rabbi Rachel Dulin

LIVE

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 15, 2022 
4:00PM – 6:00PM

Made possible by the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels’  
Endowment Fund for Adult Senior Programs and Services.

Come and meet fellow tribe members 
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complimentary light nosh.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy at  
jlistiza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

  To 
reg

ist
er,

 go
 to 

JFEDSRQ.ORG/EVENTS

1 N Lemon Avenue 
Sarasota

schmoozing!justjust

MENGELBERG  
DENTAL ARTS

Get the smile of your dreams!

Call us today! 941.371.2022

Dr. John Mengelberg

5500 Bee Ridge Road, Suite 101
Sarasota, FL

Dr. John E. Mengelberg, DMD

We are a personalized and 
patient oriented practice with 
an emphasis on cosmetic and 

implant dentistry.

Dr. Mengelberg performs 
complex, cutting edge dental 

procedures while offering  
world-class dental services.

1 S. School Avenue #200
Sarasota, FL 34237

997 US 41 Bypass N. #202
Venice, FL 34285

6310 Health Pkwy. #210
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

2345 Bobcat Village Ctr. Rd. #201
North Port, FL 34288

4120 Woodmere Park Blvd. #8A
Venice, FL 34239

4351 Cortez Rd. W. #201
Bradenton, FL 34210
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WINSTON E. BARZELL – M.D.
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THOMAS H. WILLIAMS – M.D.

Personalized Care for Your Specialty Needs  
from Board-Certified Physicians.

www.flurologyspecialists.com
Appointments: (941) 309 – 7000

FLORIDA  U R O L O G Y 
SPE CIALISTS

Now access private sessions
from home via                 

       Now access private sessions
            from home via    

Resilience

Wellness

Mindfulness

Meditation
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Balance

Complimentary Consultation
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yogatherapywithpaula@gmail

Empowered2Wellness.com
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Sarasota Open Art Show, February 12-13
HotWorks.org presents its 7th 

Sarasota Open Art Show on 
Saturday and Sunday, Febru-

ary 12-13, outdoors at Phillippi Estate 
Park, 5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
The show features quality fine art and 
crafts created by award-winning artists 
and juried by art professionals. All art-
work is original and personally hand-
made by the artist, who is present at the 
show. Juried by art professionals, crite-
ria are based on originality, technique/
execution and booth appearance. You 
will find something for everyone, in all 
price ranges. 

To allow for Covid safety precau-
tions, the show is held outdoors with 
plenty of room for social distancing.

While at the show, be sure to vis-

it Jewish artist Ken Friedenberg. Ken 
started studying woodwork in Junior 
High School in New York. He later 
lived and worked as an artist in Isra-
el, Spain, Shanghai and Hong Kong. 
Ken’s wife Mako studied design with 

her mother Tomoko in Japan, where 
she watched her design and manu-
facture kimonos, and where she was 

offered a Christian Dior design po-
sition. Mako’s designs can now be 
seen on display in the top department 
stores in Japan. While at the show, be 
sure to say hello, and please let them 
know that you read about them in this  
article.

Hot Works’ associated 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit arm, the Institute for the 
Arts & Education, focuses on visual 

arts, cultural diversity, community en-
richment and fostering art education 
among youth. It integrates a Budding 
Artist Competition within the show, a 
unique program that encourages stu-
dents ages 9-19 or grades 6-12 to enter 
their original art which is publicly dis-

played the entire weekend. On Sunday 
at 3:00 p.m., $250 Youth Art Awards 
are presented as young artists are ex-
posed to the rules and entrepreneurship 
of doing art shows for a living.

There is free admission to the art 
show. A $5 parking fee supports the 
Institute for the Arts & Education and 
helps to pay the costs of producing the 
show.

Artist Ken Friedenberg

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP

Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President

Would you like to pay less tax?

Find out how we’ve helped our clients redirect 
millions of dollars of taxes back to themselves, 
their family and organizations they care about.
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Help JCV member Elias Corn participate  
in Maccabiah Games 2022 in Israel
The Jewish Congregation of Ven-

ice (JCV) and the Corn fami-
ly are excited and thrilled that 

Elias Corn, 15, has been selected to be 
a member of the U.S. swim team at the 
Maccabiah Games 2022, which will 
take place the first three weeks of July 
in Tel Aviv, Israel. A number of JCV 
members have already sent donations 
to help finance his trip and hopefully 
many more will follow from the great-
er Sarasota community.

Elias, a sophomore at Pine View 
School in Osprey, where the family 

resides, has been swimming competi-
tively from the age of six. He swims for 
Sarasota High School, which has won 
the state championship the past three 
years. Elias practices for approximate-
ly 20 hours a week in addition to vol-
unteering at the Humane Society and is 
training to be a lifeguard for Sarasota 
County. His three siblings, sisters Tim-
erie, 10, and Noveah, 9, plus brother 
Jacoby, 9, are also swimmers. 

The prestigious Maccabiah Games 
are the third largest organized sporting 
event in the world. The Sarasota com-

munity is invited to help raise funds for 
Elias’ trip to ensure that he has a place 
on the U.S. swim team. Participants 
must assist with their own expenses 
and be fully funded by February 1, 
2022. The team will fly to Tel Aviv in 
July on a chartered El Al flight, spend-
ing two weeks engaging in a cultural 
exchange and the final week compet-
ing in the games.

To learn more about the Maccabi-
ah Games, visit maccabiusa.com. 

Donations for Elias’ trip should 
be sent to Maccabi USA, 1511 Walnut 

Street, 4R, Philadelphia, PA 19102, ref: 
Elias Corn.

Elias Corn

NCJW helps non-traditional college students 
improve career options
In its 22nd scholarship grant-making 

year, the National Council of Jewish 
Women (NCJW) Sarasota-Manatee 

Section expects the need for support of 
non-traditional college students to in-
crease. These non-traditional students 
are a bit older than traditional students, 
often have GEDs and have been in the 
work environment for a few years. By 
taking on the additional burden of col-
lege at a later age, these motivated stu-
dents are contributing to their families, 
being role models to their children and 
will be even greater assets to our com-
munity. 

Non-traditional students often 
need some additional support for col-
lege tuition and books. Here is a state-

ment from one of this year’s nursing 
awardees:

“It has been my dream to some-
day become a Registered Nurse. As 
a 36-year-old single mom of three 
boys, I have worked for 15 years in the 
healthcare field. To become a nurse, I 
must quit my job. The problem is that 
I have no family support. This schol-
arship will bring me one step closer to 
completing my education and provid-
ing a better life for my family.”

Community involvement is the 
key. Tell potential applicants about the 
scholarship. All students regardless of 
religion, sexual identity or ethnicity are 
welcome to apply. For scholarship de-
tails, visit ncjwsarasota-manatee.org/ 

2022-ncjw-scholarship-application- 
for-non-traditional-students/.

Please consider a donation to the 
Scholarship Fund. The Scholarship 
Committee’s goal is to annually raise 
$25,000. One hundred percent of your 

tax-deductible donation goes directly 
to scholarship. 

For more information, contact 
Cecelia Horwitz at horwitzcecelia@
gmail.com.

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a committed partner 
with JFCS of the Suncoast for its campaign, “Take a Look - Buy a Book.” 
We are seeking new book donations suitable for kids in Pre-K through 
high school. The project promotes literacy with a focus on low-income 
and at-risk children. Many of us cannot imagine a world without books, 
so please consider donating to share the joy of owning books. We will 
gladly receive book donations anytime. For more information, please 
contact Barbara Aferiat at barbara@aferiat.com.

NCJW Sarasota-Manatee  
fights to help end illiteracy

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP

Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President
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READ—GATHER—GROW
PJ Library® has partnered with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
to provide families raising Jewish children with the gift of free, high-quality 
children’s books, music, and resources that foster deeper engagement with 
Jewish life in our community.

Join one of our PJ programs below  
to start enhancing your family’s Jewish journey.

Children 6 mo. - 8 yrs.

Sign-up at 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Children 8 - 12

Sign-up at 
pjourway.org

For more information, contact  
Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
941.343.2109

PJ Library Sarasota-Manatee is generously 
funded in part by Edie and David Chaifetz.

A program of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, PJ Library & PJ 
Our Way engages children between birth and age 12, and their families, with 
books and activities that enhance their Jewish journey. Throughout the year, 
families gather for story times and other special programs where they can 
socialize and meet new friends. PJ is for any family raising Jewish children – 
affiliated, unaffiliated, interfaith or non-traditional. The program is completely 
free for families, thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, Edie and David Chaifetz, the Federation and other generous donors.

What is community?
By MG Berman, PJ Community Connector

We often talk about being a 
community (in Hebrew, 
kehillah), doing things as 

kehillah and celebrating as a kehillah. 
What does that re-
ally mean? What 
do our kids think 
of when they hear 
“ c o m m u n i t y ? ” 
The word can take 
on many mean-
ings. According to 
the Merriam-Web-
ster dictionary, the 

essential meanings are:
1. A group of people who live in the 

same area
2. A group of people who have the 

same interests, religion, race, etc. 
3. A group of nations

Community is central to Judaism 
and our ethics as a Jewish people. 
While the manifestation of communi-
ty has changed and evolved, the im-
portance has not. In a thriving Jewish 
community, there are a few must haves 
that adults/parents see as essential. It 
needs to be a suitable place to live and 
provide for the spiritual and physical 
needs of its members. In other words, a 
synagogue offers a place of prayer and 
communal gatherings. The doctor’s 
office, woodshop and butcher provide 
for the physical needs. The religious 
schoolteacher ensures our next gener-
ation is versed in tradition and helps 
teach leadership and community. How 
about our children, though? What do 
they see as essential and needed in 
their community?

I have spoken to some of our PJ 
families and have gathered what our 
kids think and feel a community is.

 � Lola Casals (age 3) first said, “I 
don’t know.” After some prompting 
and a suggestion such as “neigh-
borhood” from her mom Alicia, 
Lola said, “It’s like friends.”

MG Berman
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JFEDSRQ.org/Jewish-News

	 ZOOM-IN

	 INTERACT 

PAGES	FLIP

 � Asher Weber (age 5) said, “A lot 
of kids at the same table. A whole 
class with the same teacher. A lot of 
cousins hugging me at one time.”

 � Michel Trope Mayer (freshman at 
Riverview IB High School) said, 
“A group of people who support 
each other.”

 � Michela Hazan (senior at Pine 
View School) said, “I think com-
munity is a supportive group of 
people who are there to help and 
encourage you to achieve success. 
The community is a safe haven 
from the troubles of the world.” 

 � Noah LeRoy (age 10) said, “Com-
munity to me means a group of 
people who help and support each 
other.”

 � Sophia LeRoy (age 11) said, “I 
believe community means fami-
ly. Family doesn’t have to mean 
someone you are related to. It can 
mean someone you are close to – a 
friend, neighbor or relative.”
When we talk now about what a 

community is, we need to keep our kids 
in mind to ensure they know and un-
derstand what we are talking about and 
what we mean by “community.” As we 
grow over time to adulthood, our idea 
of what a community is changes and 
evolves, however, the principle behind 
what it is remains the same. 

Each year, we continue to grow 
and strengthen our community and 
ourselves. Now more than ever, we 
must remember to be inclusive not just 
in our actions but with the words we 
choose so that our kids know how im-
portant they are to our future as a Jew-
ish kehillah. 

For more information on PJ Library 
and PJ Our Way of Sarasota-Manatee, 
contact me at mgberman@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.706.0027, or Jessi Sheslow, 
Teen & Family Programs Manager, at 
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/pj
http://www.pjourway.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/jewish-news
https://www.jfedsrq.org/directory
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What is community? Mazel Tov to Temple Beth 
Sholom Youth Advisors!
By Kelly Nester, Temple Beth Sholom Rabbinic Assistant

Judaism on raising good human beings
Education 

Corner
By Sabrina  
Silverberg, 

MARE

Train a lad in the way he ought to 
go; He will not swerve from it even in 
old age. (Proverbs 22:6)

One of the best compliments 
I’ve received in my 21 years 
as an educational leader came 

from a 10-year-old in the form of a 
crayon-scribbled construction paper 
card. It had nine words: “Thank you 
for making us be better human beings.” 
After a few moments of kvelling (okay, 
a lot longer than a few moments), I 
started thinking about this premise. 
What does it mean to be a better hu-
man being? What do the Torah and our 
traditions tell us about raising children 
to be good people?

There is a Jewish bracha (bless-
ing) for children that can be recited 
at many happy occasions such as a 
birth or B’nai Mitzvah. The bless-
ing is threefold, asking that the child 
be blessed with Torah, Chuppah and 
Ma’asim Tovim. The Torah represents 
Jewish learning, the Chuppah refers to 
a good marriage and Ma’asim Tovim 
means good deeds. We hope that our 
children grow to be learned adults, find 
loving relationships and grow up to be 
a good people (mensches). 

We cannot overstate the value of 

exposing our children to Torah, Jewish 
learning and practice. A Jewish founda-
tion can enhance a sense of self, serve 
as a connection to Jewish community 
and provide a compass for moral and 
ethical living. We can also impart and 
model for our children the importance 
of a good marriage. My feelings are, 
however, that the most impactful thing 
we can do is raise kids to be good peo-
ple. But what does that mean? 

After much reading and reflection, 
the answer is about balance. The im-
portance of this balance is expressed in 
Rabbi Hillel’s most famous quote: “If 
I am not for myself, who will be for 
me? And if I am only for myself, who 
am I?”

Haim Ginott, the renowned Israeli 
educator and child psychologist, pro-
poses a similar theory: “You want to 
raise a mensch who is a strong person.” 
If we are to raise good human beings, 
we must encourage and model inde-
pendence, self-reliance, self-control 
and resilience. Children should be ex-
pected to do the things for themselves 
that they can manage on their own. To 
build resilience, we must present kids 
with opportunities to take risks, fail 
and learn from their failure.

Marjorie Ingall, author of Mama-
leh Knows Best: What Jewish Mothers 
Do to Raise Successful, Creative, Em-
pathetic, Independent Children, says, 
“We’re entirely worried about having 
our kids be happy. Stop saying and 
even thinking that the most important 
thing is that they’re happy.” She claims 
that encouraging kids to do hard, chal-

lenging things that are right will lead to 
feelings of accomplishment serving as 
a source for happiness. 

But let us not forget the other side 
of the equation: “And if I am only for 
myself, who am I?” Good human be-
ings have a developed sense of empa-
thy and responsibility for others. We 
should strive to raise kids who know 
that the world does not revolve around 
them and that good human beings feel 
and care for others. Our tradition calls 
upon us to leave the world better than 
we found it. We are expected to help 
those who are less fortunate and fulfill 

our commitment as stewards of this 
world. Parents who want children to de-
velop kindness, empathy and compas-
sion must actually show those qualities 
toward other human beings. Providing 
opportunities for Ma’asim Tovim, car-
ing for and helping others, will develop 
empathy and a sense of responsibility. 
Adopting this philosophy of balance is 
a good blueprint for raising mensches 
who are strong people.
Sabrina Silverberg, MARE has served 
as the Education Director for Temple 
Emanu-El since 2001.

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee will award more than $90,000  
in education scholarships to eligible students for the 2022-2023 school year.

APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 10

$5,000
Jacqueline Siegel- 

Frascella Scholarship

$4,000
Ned and Janet Sinder  

Scholarship

$2,000
Michelson Interfaith  

Scholarship

$500
B’nai B’rith Gulf Coast Lodge 

Scholarship

Renewable  
for  4 Years

Melissa Wides Foundation 
Education Scholarship

AWARDS VARY
The Jewish  
Federation  

Scholarship Fund
and

Ronald and Geri Yonover 
Scholarship

$1,000
Betty Schoenbaum Fund

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

For more information contact
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.343.2109

APPLY ONLINE AT JFEDSRQ.org/EducationScholarships
(Incomplete applications will not be considered)

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

  

Education Education 
Scholarship Scholarship 

ProgramProgram
APPLY NOWAPPLY NOW!!

Get more information 
on scholarships at 
the website below.



ATTENTION 
STUDENTS

UP
TO

We are very excited for our 
Youth Advisors, Lauren 
Brodsky and Josh Mellits, 

on the birth of their son! We wish you 
many treasured moments as you begin 
your new family.

While they are out on paternal 
leave, I have stepped up to ensure our 
programs continue without a hitch.

SRQUSY President Spencer Co-
hen will be attending the Regional 
General Board Weekend (RGBW) 
Convention, keeping us in the know 
with regional activities, programs and 
ideas. We appreciate Spencer’s dedica-
tion to Temple Beth Sholom (TBS) and 
our youth group.

TBS USYers are looking forward 

to a fantastic time swinging in the trees 
at our TreeUmph! event on Sunday, 
February 6. Check out our eblasts for 
more details and registration informa-
tion.

We are also looking forward to our 
youth-led Shabbat in March. We hope 
to see you all there. 

Just a reminder, we follow all 
Covid policies for TBS and HaNegev. 
As always, stay safe and remember  
pikuach nefesh; we wear our masks  
because we care.

To register with our youth group 
or for more information, contact me 
at knester@templebethsholomfl.org or 
941.955.8121 x1002.

%%6363OF AMERICAN JEWSOF AMERICAN JEWS
feel their communities are less safe than 
they were a decade ago.*

*Anti-Defamation League survey of American Jews & perceptions of antisemitism

In partnership with Secure Community Network (SCN), we are 

dedicated to keeping our Jewish community safe. We provide:

• Safety and Security Training
• Information Sharing
• Security Advice and Consultation
• Security Website Platform

For detailed information and to sign-up for 
security alerts, visit

JFEDSRQ.org/SRQSafe
To report an incident, go to the web page listed above, then  

click the red, “Click Here to Report an Incident” button.

COMMUNITY SECURITY INITIATIVE

https://www.jfedsrq.org/srqsafe
http://www.jfedsrq.org/educationscholoarhips
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Vivian and Cheryl Kindred, Elle and Helene Zukas,  
and Dylan Rose and Brittany Gates enjoyed  

celebrating Hanukkah together

Temple Emanu-El families enjoy  
“Glow in the Dark Hanukkah”
Hanukkah’s significance as the 

Festival of Lights took on a 
literal meaning for young Jew-

ish and interfaith families this year as 
Temple Emanu-El Religious School 
(TEERS) hosted “Glow in the Dark 
Hanukkah” on Friday eve-
ning, December 3. This in-
novative and fabulous event 
brought multiple genera-
tions together for a fun and 
safe celebration, and was 
followed by Temple Emanu- 
El’s much-anticipated annu-
al Shabbat Hanukkah ser-
vice. 

“More than 150 chil-
dren, parents and grandpar-
ents attended this enchanting 
outdoors/indoors event that 
included glow-in-the-dark 
giveaways, Hanukkah arts 
and crafts, outdoor activi-
ties, a glow-in-the-dark toy 
store, a silent auction, glow-

in-the-dark entertainers, glow-in-the-
dark face painting and a giant menorah 
lighting,” reported Temple Emanu-El 
Director of Education Morah Sabrina 
Silverberg, MARE. 

Families also enjoyed a delicious 

latke bar, featuring hot fresh potato 
pancakes with applesauce and sour 
cream, cooked up by Temple Emanu-El 
member and Chef Michael Lauber, as 
well as a doughnut bar. Everyone ap-
preciated the opportunity to celebrate 
Hanukkah joyfully and safely, with 
each family able to participate with 
old and new friends according to their 
comfort level.

“This event was also one of 
TEERS’ biggest annual fundraisers, 

bringing in over $6,500 to benefit the 
school and its programs,” Morah Sabri-
na added. “We want to thank our spon-
sors, volunteers and all who attended 
for making this event meaningful and 
successful.”

For more information about hol-
iday celebrations for families at Tem-
ple Emanu-El, or to learn more about 
Temple Emanu-El Religious School, 
please visit sarasotatemple.org or call 
941.371.2788.

Zoe Jefferson and Rose Bryant noshed  
on fresh latkes with applesauce

Nathaniel Geffre and Nathaniel Marcus  
made Hanukkah crafts together

The Gan at Temple Sinai’s 
new security bollard
By Laura Freedman

The Gan at Temple Sinai consid-
ers and provides so many things 
regarding the children’s health, 

safety and well-being while continuing 
to manage the security of its facilities. 
The Gan prioritizes all these important 
elements while also providing a warm, 
loving and nurturing environment for 
the children and their families who at-
tend our early learning center.

When the decision was made to in-
stall a security bollard in front of the 
main entryway of our school, I worried 
what this large, round, immovable ob-
ject would look like and if it would be 
a constant reminder of all the “what 
ifs.” Once it was installed, I stared at 
it, walked around it and all I could see 
was what looked like a giant, bland 

meatball! I thought, “There must be 
something that can be done to improve 
this thing that sits in front of our pre-
school.” 

An idea sprung to mind, and I 
sought out a very talented local art-
ist, Skip Dyrda, who happens to be a 
member of Temple Sinai. I shared the 
idea with him, and he ran with it! The 
“meatball” has been transformed into 
a sphere depicting our planet Earth…a 
globe with a diverse group of children 
with joined hands wrapped around the 
entire equator.

It is fantastic! Skip Dyrda has do-
nated his time and talent to create a 
very special piece of art that welcomes 
every family as they enter our school 
doors.

Skip Dyrda paints the bollard outside The Gan at Temple Sinai

W
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E YOU BELONG
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ENJOYMENT


LEARNLEARNNETWORKNETWORK

BELONGINGBELONGINGENGAGEMENTENGAGEMENT

PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION

JFEDSRQ.org/Events

JEWISH JEWISH 
EVENTS!EVENTS!

Birthright Israel, the largest ed-
ucational tourism organization 
in the world, and Onward Isra-

el, the leading provider of mid-length 
immersive experiences for young 
adults in Israel, have merged. Combin-
ing these two organizations strength-
ens Israel-diaspora ties by providing 
expanded opportunities for more Jew-
ish young adults to participate in trav-
el, study and professional development 
experiences. 

By merging Birthright Israel’s 
10-day educational tours and Excel 
Fellowship program with Onward’s 
longer-length internships, study and 
immersive living experiences, the or-
ganization will more effectively be 
able to reach young Jews around the 
world with a variety of engaging pro-
grammatic options. As a result of the 

Community Day School students honor 
Holocaust Remembrance Day with new growth
Students at Hershorin Schiff 

Community Day School marked 
the significance of International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day across 
their new campus last month, but no-
where was the day more significant 
than in the Marie Cohen Hadida Re-

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
mailto:bleinweber@sinaisrq.org


11BFebruary 2022FOCUS ON YOUTH

Low student:teacher ratios

Individualized instruction

Outdoor learning and play

for all

Hebrew and Spanish offered

4335 Wilkinson Road  |  Sarasota, FL 34233  |  communityday.org  |  941-552-2770

Serving Preschool - Grade 8
Join Us On Our New Campus!

Torah Academy

Daily fine arts

Athletics for all K-8

Accredited by FCIS, FKC &

Prizmah

HERSHORIN SCHIFF

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL

For more information about STEP,  
go to JFEDSRQ.org/STEP or contact  
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2109.

Birthright Israel & Onward Israel merge, 
strengthening Jewish diaspora ties with Israel

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers,  
committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

The Gan at Temple Sinai’s 
new security bollard

Birthright Israel, the largest ed-
ucational tourism organization 
in the world, and Onward Isra-

el, the leading provider of mid-length 
immersive experiences for young 
adults in Israel, have merged. Combin-
ing these two organizations strength-
ens Israel-diaspora ties by providing 
expanded opportunities for more Jew-
ish young adults to participate in trav-
el, study and professional development 
experiences. 

By merging Birthright Israel’s 
10-day educational tours and Excel 
Fellowship program with Onward’s 
longer-length internships, study and 
immersive living experiences, the or-
ganization will more effectively be 
able to reach young Jews around the 
world with a variety of engaging pro-
grammatic options. As a result of the 

merger, Onward Israel will become a 
program offered by Birthright Israel, 
with Gidi Mark continuing to serve as 
International CEO of Birthright. Ilan 
Wagner, formerly the CEO of Onward 
Israel, will become Vice President of 
Onward Programming at Birthright  
Israel.

“Our primary goal has always 
been to give every Jewish young adult 
around the world a trip to Israel in order 
to help strengthen identity and connec-
tion with Israel,” said Mark. “The pan-
demic has been the greatest challenge 
we have faced on the road to achieving 
that goal, but by merging with Onward 
we take the next great step forward, en-
suring that more young people have the 
opportunity to experience and develop 
a deeper relationship with Israel and its 
people.”

Despite the headwinds posed by 
the Covid pandemic, Birthright Israel 
is optimistic about 2022 and beyond. 
Birthright Israel plans to resume trips 
as soon as it is safe to do so, for indi-
viduals who are vaccinated or have re-
ceived a booster in the last six months. 
Meanwhile, the organization continues 
to experience massive enthusiasm for 
future trips, with tens of thousands of 
individuals pre-applying to participate.
About Birthright Israel
Birthright Israel is the largest edu-
cational tourism organization in the 
world. It has sent over 750,000 young 
Jewish adults from more than 68 coun-
tries on a free 10-day educational tour 
in Israel. Of these, 115,000 are Israelis, 
most of whom are IDF soldiers, stu-
dents and young professionals. Birth-
right Israel has a steadfast partnership 

with the government of Israel and 
Jewish communities from around the 
world.
About Onward Israel 
Onward Israel, originally launched 
with The Jewish Agency for Israel in 
2012, and which works in close part-
nership with Masa Israel Journey, has 
engaged more than 12,000 young peo-
ple in immersive and transformative 
work, living and study experiences. Its 
objective is to increase the number of 
participants in unmediated, immersive, 
identity-building experiences in Isra-
el, with a focus on young adults who 
are less engaged, to inspire and moti-
vate them to embrace their Jewishness 
and to strengthen Israel’s standing 
on the college campus and in the  
community.

Community Day School students honor 
Holocaust Remembrance Day with new growth
Students at Hershorin Schiff 

Community Day School marked 
the significance of International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day across 
their new campus last month, but no-
where was the day more significant 
than in the Marie Cohen Hadida Re-

member Me Zachor Holocaust Fruit 
Tree Orchard, a special space on the 
new campus made possible by the gen-
erosity of the Rosenthal Roots Family 
Foundation. 

The school believes that teaching 
Holocaust awareness to all students is 

vital and that planting a tree in honor 
of a lost child in the Holocaust serves 
as an exceptional educational program 
opportunity. Through a partnership 
with Yad Vashem, older Community 
Day students learn to better understand 
the Holocaust through selecting chil-
dren from the database of Lost Chil-
dren, then planting trees in their honor, 
with every tree’s produce donated to 
those in need. 

Community Day students care for 
every sapling in the orchard, just as 
they do for all they grow in the neigh-
boring Papa Ed and Mimi Rosenthal 
Sustainable Kibbutz Garden. On Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day, agricultur-

al sciences students planted new fruit 
trees. Head of School Dan Ceaser said, 
“Expanding the Orchard has a deep 
impact on our students, particularly 
because many had the opportunity ear-
lier in the school year to hear from a 
Holocaust survivor who lost childhood 
friends. Each new tree planted serves 
as a living, growing memorial for a 
young person who will never be for-
gotten.”

To dedicate a tree in the Remember 
Me Orchard, please contact Commu-
nity Day School Director of Devel-
opment Brenna Wilhm at brenna@
communityday.org.

Head of School Dan Ceaser with Betty & Ed Rosenthal in front of the  
Papa Ed and Mimi Rosenthal Sustainable Kibbutz Garden

https://www.jfedsrq.org/step
http://www.communityday.org
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Jewish HappeningsJewish Happenings
All event and program times listed in The Jewish News are Eastern Time Zone unless otherwise indicated.

“Journey of the Soul: A Fresh Look at Life,  
Death and the Rest – in Peace”

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1

This four-week course is not a philosophical one, but an experiential one. 
It does not attempt to prove the existence of a soul, nor of the afterlife, 
nor of heaven and hell and reincarnation. Instead, it shares the intuitive 
truths that have inspired generations of Jews to live more fully and to face 
death fearlessly. We invite you to discover the odyssey of your soul. Find 
out where it came from, where it is going and what it is doing right now. 
Know yourself, discover your purpose and acquire the tools to navigate 
life’s challenges. Classes begin at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom and in person at 
Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For more infor-
mation, please call Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or visit 
chabadofvenice.com/jli.

The Shmooze
Join us for a weekly community social gathering to shmooze and enjoy 
time together. “Bagels. Lox. & Shmooze” is an opportunity for you to 
make new friends, see familiar faces and be part of the community. Open 
to the entire community – young and old – this event takes place from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. at Chabad of Venice (outdoors), 21560 Angela Lane. 
The suggested donation is $10. RSVP at chabadofvenice.com/shmooze. 
For more information, contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 941.493.2770 
or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

Reb Ari Shapiro Presents Ecclesiastes
Join Temple Sinai’s Reb Shapiro every Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom 
as he presents Ecclesiastes, a book of wisdom literature written by King 
Solomon. Ecclesiastes reflects the ideas of one who questioned the doc-
trine of retributive justice associated with wisdom theology. The author’s 
observations of life convinced him that life is a mystery, and in the face 
of this uncertainty, one should enjoy the good things that God provides 
while one has them to enjoy. For more information and the Zoom link, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Temple Sinai Presents Jewish Genealogy Series
Temple Sinai is excited to offer this six-part series on Tuesdays at 7:00 
p.m. on Zoom in partnership with the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Southwest Florida. Learn tricks and tools to research and create your 
own family tree. For Zoom information and to register, visit templesinai-
sarasota.org/events.

JMOF-FIU, the exclusive Southeast exhibition presenter, is proud to pay tribute to the iconic singer, 
actress, director, and producer. To book a group visit or live, curator-led virtual exhibition tour, 
contact Nancy Cohen at nancohen@fiu.edu.   JMOF-FIU 301 Washington Ave, Miami Beach 33139 

Jmof.fiu.edu 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO 
with your unwanted valuables?

Diam  nd Trading
Company, Inc.

Call Marc at 941.321.0707
Over 60 Years Experience | Personal and confidential

Discreetly dispose of an unneeded or  
unwanted diamond ring or an entire collection  

of beloved jewelry, coins, precious metals!

new homeshalom
If you have recently moved to our community  
or are new to our Federation, we want to know 
you! Our Shalom New Home Program is here to 
help you settle in our community, get you involved 
in our many programs and make new friends.

Please contact Gisele Pintchuck  
941.706.0029 • gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

To become a sponsor, contact Jeremy Lisitza  
at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

Tickets go on sale
Tickets go on sale

         early February
         early February

MARSHA EISENBERG
C H A I R

MARSHA EISENBERG CHERYL AND STEVE SHAPIRO
S I LV E R S P O N S O R S

OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

  mort  skirboll

SPONSORED BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

March 2 March 2 –– 13, 2022 13, 2022

13TH ANNUAL

O P E N I N G N I G H T S P O N S O R
SY GOLDBLATT 

OUR OPENING EVENT IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY SY GOLDBLATT IN MEMORY OF HIS WIFE, SHELLY 

M E D I A PA RT N E R S

http://www.jmof.fiu.edu
mailto:jlisitza@jfedsrq.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/jff
https://www.jfedsrq.org/new
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Sarasota Jewish Theater: Rose
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Carolyn Michel is perfect as Rose in Martin Sherman’s beautifully written 
play. Her life story covers much of the 20th and early 21st centuries. You 
can do that when you are old (the character, not the actor). What is inter-
esting about Rose is that it is as current as anything we see on the nightly 
news. Performances take place at The Players Centre for Performing Arts, 
“Studio 1130” at the Crossings at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota, as follows: 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 2 (pre-
view), Thursday, February 3 and Saturday, February 5; and 1:30 and 5:30 
p.m on Sunday, February 6. Tickets range in price from $18 to $36 and 
sponsorship opportunities are available. Visit jfedsrq.org/SJT. For more 
information, email Carole Kleinberg at info@SarasotaJewishTheater.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Assisted Living Facility #8951

The Spirit of Sarasota, Brought Home

GAYLE MARTIN: Concert Pianist 
AMICUS 2022 CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8   |   1:30 PM

Gayle Martin is a distinguished concert pianist, 
having achieved international prominence as the 
sole American laureate of the Sixth International 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. She has 
performed at Lincoln Center and the White House.

JAY HANDELMAN: Six Degrees of John Ringling  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10   |   7:00 PM

Jay Handelman, Arts Editor and Theater Critic of 
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, will trace the history 
and growth of Sarasota’s arts scene, from the 
Ringling Museum to Asolo Repertory Theatre to 
The Sarasota Ballet and more. Plus, look at 
John Ringling’s decision to move the Ringling Bros. 
Circus winter quarters to Sarasota.

PIZMON
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11   |   11:00 AM

Pizmon is the coed Jewish a cappella group of Columbia University,
Barnard College, and the Jewish Theological Seminary. They have 
traveled to hundreds of communities around the world. Pizmon’s 
repertoire includes liturgical pieces, Israeli rock and pop, English 
parodies, Ladino pieces, Yiddish classics, and children’s songs. 

SARA KANE: 
Green Living Tips for a Sustainable New Year  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17   |   3:30 PM

There are many opportunities to be more 
sustainable in our daily activities, but where should 
we start? This class will introduce ideas in the 
categories of energy, water, waste, transportation, 
and food—helping you prioritize what will work 
best and connecting you with available community 
resources to get started. 

1951 N. Honore Ave.    |    Sarasota, FL 34235    |    941.377.0781    |    AvivaSeniorLife.org

LET AVIVA 
INSPIRE YOU

Please join us at the Aviva Kobernick Kretzmer Center for our 
engaging February events. Aviva is a Vaccine Mandated Community — 

proof of COVID vaccination or a negative COVID test within 5 days 
is required to attend. Masks must be worn inside at all times.

No reservations required. Call 941-702-2597 for more information.

EXPERIENCE NEW THINGS.
GET INSPIRED.

Thanks for Thanks for 

If you would like to help more,
please visit JFEDSRQ.ORG/impact

Life & Legacy™ donors designated $5,310,856 in legacy 
gifts for the Federation (as of December 31, 2021)

9393

Making an ImpactMaking an Impact

People of the Book Event
With Author Pam Jenoff

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Woman with the Blue Star is a tale of unfathomable sacrifice and an 
unlikely friendship between two young girls during World War II. Pam 
Jenoff is the author of several books of historical fiction. Her novels are 
inspired by her experiences working at the Pentagon and as a diplomat 
for the State Department handling Holocaust issues in Poland. Pam will 
talk about her book from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Zoom. Tickets are $10 per 
household for this virtual event. To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/books. 
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2113.

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai” 
– Chabad of Sarasota

A new six-session Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) course entitled “Medi-
tation from Sinai: Mindful Awareness and Divine Spirituality to Help You 
Think, Feel and Live More Deeply” will be led by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz. 
Classes will be held at Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Beneva Road) at 10:15 
a.m. and at 7:30 p.m. for those who prefer an evening session. The course 
will help you discover tools, skills and resources to live a deep, soulful and 
purpose-driven life. It will be informative, engaging and empowering. You 
are encouraged to sign up, or try the first lesson at no charge to see if this 
topic captures your interest. The cost for the six-week course is $79 per 
person. To register, visit sarasotachabad.com/JLI or call the Chabad office 
at 941.925.0770.

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai” 
– Chabad of Bradenton

Judaism places great emphasis on action. As a result, many Jews are un-
aware of another important facet of the Jewish tradition: deeply mean-
ingful teachings about mindfulness, spirituality and meditative practices.  
This six-week Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) course advances the unique-
ly Jewish approaches to these fascinating topics. The course will both 
inspire and practically guide you so that you can reap the benefits of a 
more spiritual and mindful life. Join us at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom or at The 
Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton). The course fee is $75 
(textbooks included). For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet 
at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/impact
http://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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“The Archeology and Meaning  
of the Dead Sea Scrolls”

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3

Archeological enthusiast Steven Stark-Riemer presents another exciting 
archeology series for six consecutive Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
The series began on January 27 and will run through March 3. The Dead  
Sea Scrolls are the most important collection of Jewish texts from the  
Second Temple period and before the rise of Christianity, and many 
scholars have described them as perhaps the most important archaeological 
discovery of the 20th century. The cost for the series is $45 for Temple 
Beth Sholom members and $60 for non-members. Please register at 
templebethshilomfl.org/event. For more information, call the temple office 
at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Temple Sinai’s Word by Word: Weekly Torah Portion
Join Rabbi Samantha Kahn every Thursday at 10:15 a.m. on Zoom as she 
reads and discusses the weekly Torah portion. For more information and 
the Zoom link, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022: Charles Palmeri
Join Chuck Palmeri, award-winning author of Boy Soldier: Recollections 
of World War II, as he presents “Eyewitness to Dachau.” Chuck’s publisher, 
Liz Coursen, will lead off the program with a discussion of the Dachau 
concentration camp’s history, and then Chuck will talk about what he saw 
when he arrived at Dachau: the “Gates of Hell.” A book signing will follow 
the free presentation, which begins at 3:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 
Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to Melinda Haney 
at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

“To Do or Not to Do”
Temple Sinai’s Reb Ari Shapiro will explore the art of making conscious 
choices at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. The course will study the various customs, 
superstitions, traditions and laws of Judaism with a discussion as to their 
original intent and their relevance in the 21st century. Topics include Torah 
Laws, The Word of God, Life Cycle Events, Holidays, Prayer, Supersti-
tions, Food and Eating. For more information and the Zoom link, visit 
templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Musical Shabbat
Join Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch for a musical Shabbat, with 
Shabbat services led by renowned Cantor Aryeh Hurwitz, followed by a 
beautiful Shabbat dinner with delicious food, discussion and song. This 
event is sponsored by Barry & Barbara Dolin and Steve & Laura Weinshel. 
The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton. The cost is $45 for the entire Shabbat, $36 for Friday night din-
ner, and $18 for the Saturday evening event (see listing below). For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Torah Study
Every Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. we will examine the weekly Torah reading 
through the lens of contemporary commentary. You’ll be amazed at how 
topical and relevant the Parsha (weekly Torah reading) ideas and concepts 
really are. Both mystical and pragmatic, these sessions will truly elevate 
your spirit and refine your view of the world around you. This free pro-
gram takes place at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. 
For more information, contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 
or rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5

From Berdichev to Broadway
Join us for a special Havdalah ceremony and musical journey from 
traditionally liturgical songs to the sounds of Broadway by Cantor Aryeh 
Hurwitz. A light buffet dinner will be served. The event begins at 7:45 
p.m. at the home of Barry and Barbara Dolin. The cost is $18. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

savesave  datedatethethe

jfedsrq.org/events

Monday, April 4, 2022
11:00 am • Michael’s On East 
• Best-selling author of All Fall Down  
 & In Her Shoes 

• New York Times best-selling author with  
 over 11 million copies in 36 countries

• Appears in Forbes magazine list of  
 “25 Working Moms to Follow on Twitter”

20222022Women’ s 
Day  

J E N N I F E R  W E I N E R

Co-Chairs: Janis Collier and Wendy Mann Resnick

Weiner brings her charm 
and wit to the podium, 
discussing her books, 
personal experiences 
and women’s search for a 
sense of self. In the same 
sharp and entertaining 
tone that fills her 
novels, Weiner wins 
over audiences with her 
unforgettable comedic 
style, making her an 
audience favorite.

 Sponsorship Opportunities Available

QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
Contact Gisele Pintchuck 941-706-0029 
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

P R E S E N T S

JUSTJUST re ere ell
EDUCATIONEDUCATIONEDUCATION

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

JUST REEL EDUCATION 
brings you film documentaries and biographies of 

Jewish-themed topics, paired with scholars and 
the director or producer of the film. This program 

is a division of the popular JUST REEL 
FILMS and is brought to you in partnership 

with Classrooms without Borders.

To see each month’s film offerings and register, visit 
JFEDSRQ.ORG/JustReel

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

EDUCATION

Stay informed throughout the month. Sign up 
for our community Enewsletter at jfedsrq.org.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6

TBS Sisterhood Presents Jewish Geography
Everyone has a history. What is yours? Join the Temple Beth Sholom 
(TBS) Sisterhood on an adventure around the world. TBS Sisterhood 
members and attendees will share stories about special Jewish experiences 
they have had and where they occurred. We can’t wait to not only share 
but hear about your extraordinary experiences as well. The presentation 
begins at 10:00 a.m. virtually on Zoom. No cost, but donations are always 
welcome. Please register at templebethsholomfl.org/event. For more in-
formation, call the Temple Beth Sholom office at 941.955.8121 or email 
info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood Cookbook Tasting
Treat yourself to some freshly prepared and delicious dishes from the 
wonderful recipes in Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood’s newly published 
cookbook, M’Dor L’Dor (From Generation to Generation) In the Kitchen. 
From appetizers to desserts – and everything in between – your taste buds 
will be delighted as you nosh and mingle safely with old and new friends. 
Cookbooks will be available for purchase for $18 each. The community is 
warmly invited from noon to 2:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. The event is free, and donations will be accepted. Advance 
registration required at sarasotatemple.org.

“Rewriting the Bible from a Feminist Perspective”
Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) will begin a four-session class on 
“Rewriting the Bible from a Feminist Perspective” at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
The class will provide opportunities to rewrite/retell/re-gender stories in 
the Hebrew Bible from a woman’s or a feminist’s viewpoint. Prior to the 
first session, participants will select and rewrite a Biblical story and be 
prepared to explain their reasons for making their changes. The class con-
tinues on Mondays, February 21, March 7 and 14. It is free to KH members 
and $18 to non-members. For more information or to receive the Zoom 
link, please visit khsarasota.org or call 941.244.2042.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7

JLI Course: “Meditation from Sinai” 
– Chabad of Venice

What better way to begin 2022 than with Heaven’s recipe for a more 
meditative, mindful and soulful life? Join Chabad of Venice for the six-
part course (Mondays at 10:30 a.m.) on the how, why, where and when 
of divine meditation, mindful awareness and soulful transcendence. This 
course helps you access the depth of every moment by offering practical 
applications rooted in our collective Mount Sinai experience to help 
reduce anxiety and improve relationships. It provides the skills to help you 
focus on the primary music of life, and how to cope with the secondary 
noise. Join us online via Zoom or in person at Chabad Education Center, 
21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For more information, call Rabbi Sholom 
Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or visit chabadofvenice.com/jli.

“Speak Out, Stand Up Against Antisemitism”
In Iceland, Denmark, Sweden and Finland, movements to ban infant 
circumcision have become widespread, threatening the Biblical covenant 
of the Jewish people. Neo-Nazis calling themselves the Nordic Resistance 
Movement confronted Jewish worshipers during Yom Kippur in 2020 in 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Iceland, and distributed propaganda to 
“make the Nordic people aware of foreign customs and Zionist ruling 
plans throughout the Nordic region.” Explore the basis and danger of 
the antisemitic wave racing through the once-tolerant Scandinavian 
countries. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP 
and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

FRI SAT SUN | 9am-2pmFRI SAT SUN | 9am-2pm

1445 Second Street | Sarasota, Florida 34236
www.99bottles.net

MOVING?
Take The Jewish 
News with you!

Send your new address to Leslie at  
lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

Like us on Facebook

http://www.99bottles.net
mailto:lpodolsky@jfedsrq.org
http://www.floridastudiotheatre.org
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People of the Book Event
With Author Eddie Shapiro

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
In A Wonderful Guy, theatre journalist Eddie Shapiro sits down for in-
timate, career-encompassing conversations with 19 of Broadway’s most 
prolific and fascinating leading men. Full of detailed stories and reflec-
tions, his conversations with luminaries such as Joel Grey, Ben Vereen, 
Norm Lewis, Gavin Creel, Cheyenne Jackson, Jonathan Groff and a host 
of others dig deep into each actor’s career. Eddie grew up singing mu-
sic from every cast album he could get his hands on. He is the author of 
Nothing Like a Dame: Conversations with the Great Women of Musical 
Theater, Queens on the Kingdom: The Ultimate Gay and Lesbian Guide 
to the Disney Theme Parks and hundreds of magazine articles. Eddie will 
talk about his book from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in person at Temple Emanu-El 
(151 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota) and via Zoom. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at the venue. In-person tickets are $18 per person 
in advance and $25 at the door; $10 per household on Zoom. To regis-
ter, please visit jfedsrq.org/books. For more information, please contact  
Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

Brandeis Art in the Afternoon
Join Brandeis National committee (BNC) from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on Zoom for “Bertha Palmer and Her Family in Sarasota.” Bertha Palmer, 
portrayed by Kathryn Chesley, will be sharing many exciting details of her 
life: her girlhood, education, courtship, wedding, marriage, sons and what 
she brought to Sarasota County. Chesley is a theater educator and trained 
actress with a love of history. She is a member of Sarasota Area Play-
wrights Society, Friends of Historical Center and the Historical Society 
of Sarasota County. Bertha’s life took her from Chicago to Washington, 
D.C., a castle in England and the State of Florida. The cost for the event is 
$18. BNC membership includes Study Groups, Art in the Afternoon and 
other special events. To receive the Zoom link, please register with Maris 
Margulies at grandmakabat@aol.com or 941.757.3012.

 Aviva Classical Concert Series: Gayle Martin on Piano
Gayle Martin has had a distinguished career as a concert artist, achieving 
international prominence as the sole American Laureate of the sixth Inter-
national Tchaikovsky Piano Competition in Moscow, and only the third 
American woman ever to reach the finals. Concerts include performances 
at Lincoln Center, New York, at the White House and at the Phillips Col-
lection, Washington, D.C., and numerous other appearances throughout 
the United States, Puerto Rico, Mexico, England, Austria, Poland, Israel 
and Russia. This free concert begins at 1:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 
Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to Melinda Haney 
at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

“Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship”

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Classrooms Without Borders and preeminent Holocaust Scholar Michael 
Berenbaum meet again as we explore the complexities of the field of 
Holocaust Scholarship. The rise of antisemitism across the globe, alongside 
the current data that points to a serious void in understanding about the 
Holocaust in the 21st century, shines a light on a critical need to continue 
the task of Holocaust scholars to honor the memory of the Shoah. In each 
program of this nine-part series, we will meet top scholars in the field and 
focus on their research and scholarship. The programs take place from 
3:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register for this free series, visit jfedsrq.
org/events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.
org or 941.228.3676.

SJT Conversation with Faye Sholiton,  
Playwright of The Interview

6000 Cattleridge Dr.
Suite 100
Sarasota, FL 34232

(941) 378-8977
Fyzical is the leader in health and wellness providing patients with wellness 

programs & clinical care in Fall Prevention, Orthopedic & Vestibular Rehabilitation.

Visit us at 
our new 
location!

Contact us for your
free balance screening

and/or a 10 minute trial
on our new

Hydromassage
Lounge Chair.

CAT T L EM EN

Introducing our new

heated pool with 
treadmill...

Our 2022 Season!
January 10 - April 1

In Sarasota, Venice,
Lakewood Ranch,

Longboat Key

SARASOTA INSTITUTE
OF LIFETIME LEARNING

Join Us
IN PERSON

or in home on
VIDEO ON
DEMAND

Complete Program Information & Tickets

sillsarasota.org

 Season Series
 only

$85
 Single Tickets

 at the door

$10

A Lifetime of Learning in Two Great Series!
Global Issues Series

An inside view on global issues by 24 recognized experts
in the fields of diplomacy, academia & public affairs

Music Mondays Series
12 world-famous performers: artists, singers, pianists,

& composers - a unique mix of education & enjoyment

Looking for    Looking for    
            another  way              another  way  
            to advertise            to advertise    
your business? your business? 

With guaranteed category exclusivity,With guaranteed category exclusivity,**  
our twice weekly banner ads,  our twice weekly banner ads,  
get get YOURYOUR message out! message out!

Also, our new Sunday Also, our new Sunday 
Eblast,Eblast,  sent at the end of sent at the end of 
each month, is a sneak  preview each month, is a sneak  preview 
ofof  ALLALL  Federation events in  Federation events in  
the upcoming month.  the upcoming month.  
You can promote  You can promote  
your event for only your event for only 
$100 per month.$100 per month.

Federation Eblast interactive banner 
ads are delivered to 8,0008,000 active 
subscribers each week for as low as 
$75 per ad — that’s less than a less than a 
penny per recipient!penny per recipient!

Interested? Contact Adam Kaplan at  Interested? Contact Adam Kaplan at  
akaplan@jfedsrq.org akaplan@jfedsrq.org or  or  941.552.6307941.552.6307

*We limit ads to a maximum of  
four per Eblast and only one per  
business profession.

             
           JFEDSRQ.org/Eblast_Advertising

JFEDSRQ.org/Eblast_Advertising

ENJOYMENTENJOYMENT


LEARNLEARNNETWORKNETWORK BELONGINGBELONGING ENGAGEMENTENGAGEMENTPARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION

JFEDSRQ.org/Events

JEWISH EVENTS!

http://www.sillsarasota.org
https://www.jfedsrq.org/events
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SJT Conversation with Faye Sholiton,  
Playwright of The Interview

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Sarasota Jewish Theater (SJT), a project of The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee, is thrilled to bring Faye Sholiton, playwright of The 
Interview, to Sarasota audiences. This dynamic, compelling drama will 
be a Southwest Florida premiere and New York actor Geraldine Librandi 
will reprise the role she created for the original production at the Cleve-
land Play House. To participate in the conversation with Faye and the  
actors, which takes place from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Zoom, or to become 
a VIP or sponsor for the SJT 2022 season, visit jfedsrq.org/SJT. Your tax- 
deductible donation will support high-quality professional Jewish theater 
in Sarasota. The Interview will be performed March 2, 3 and 5 at 7:30 p.m., 
and March 6 at 1:30 and 5:30 p.m. at The Players Centre for Performing 
Arts, “Studio 1130” at the Crossings at Siesta Key Mall, 3501 S. Tami-
ami Trail, Sarasota. Tickets are available at jfedsrq.org/SJT or by calling 
the Players box office at 941.365.2494. For more information, please visit 
sarasotajewishtheater.org.

Rosh Chodesh Society Course
Join Chanie Bukiet for “A Slice of Life,” the fourth class of the course, 
“Well Connected.” This class will help us gain insight to a host of special 
practices associated with bread, starting with separating challah – the spe-
cial mitzvah entrusted to Jewish women – to the special role bread plays 
on Shabbat and the festivals. We will look at the symbolism of bread, take 
a crash course in the fascinating rituals that surround it, and meditate on 
the deep significance bread has in our lives. Join us at noon on Zoom or 
at The Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton), where lunch will 
be served. The course fee is $75 (textbooks included) or $18 per class. 
For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

“Miraculous Jewish Military Victories:  
Israel’s War of Independence 1948 – Part 1”

Israel declared its independence as a sovereign country for the first time 
in 2,000 years on May 14, 1948, the day the British Mandate ended and 
the last British soldiers left Palestine. The 605,000 Jews in Israel faced 
the combined might of five surrounding Arab countries that immediately 
launched attacks against the nascent Jewish nation. How did Israel, with-
out a government or army even one day before independence, miraculous-
ly emerge victorious against overwhelming odds? This class, presented by 
the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 
for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Aviva Presents “Six Degrees of John Ringling”
Jay Handelman, Arts Editor and Theater Critic of the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune, will trace the history and growth of Sarasota’s arts scene, from the 
Ringling Museum to Asolo Repertory Theatre, Sarasota Ballet and more, 
plus how the arts influenced John Ringling’s decision to move the Ringling 
Bros. Circus’ winter quarters to Sarasota. Jay joined the Herald-Tribune 
in 1984 and was named theater critic in 1986. In 2016, he was named 
arts editor, overseeing all the local arts coverage for the newspaper and 
HeraldTribune.com. This free presentation begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva 
Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to 
Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Valentine’s Trivia Party
Join us at 7:00 p.m. for a Valentine’s Game Night hosted by the “Women of 
Beth El” for a fun night of Jewish-themed trivia. Bring the guys; everyone 
is welcome! We will get in groups and compete against each other. Snacks, 
nosh foods and desserts along with tea, coffee and soft drinks will be pro-
vided. There will be prizes and laughs by all. Bring cash for a 50/50 raffle. 
This event is open to all members, friends and those interested in Temple 
Beth El. Wear your favorite red outfit. Happy Valentine’s Day! The fun 
takes place at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia 
Blvd. East, Bradenton. RSVP at bethel-fl.org. For more information, call 
the temple office at 941.755.4900.

Winter Opera Festival
presents

Tickets On Sale
SarasotaOpera.org | (941) 328-1300

Tosca 
by Giacomo Puccini

The Daughter 
of the Regiment
by Gaetano Donizetti

The Pearl Fishers 
by Georges Bizet

Attila
by Giuseppe Verdi

February 12 - March 22, 2022

The Winter Opera Festival is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Cul-
ture and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, Paid in part by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues.

Send your monthly 
 Jewish Happenings to 

 jewishnews@jfedsrq.org

NEW TOPICS 
A  D Y N A M I C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  
O N  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  I S S U E S

Register: ncf.edu/new-topics or 941.487.4888
Tickets are $10. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022
Rescuing the Planet: The Race We 
Can Win to Save a Million Species 
with Tony Hiss
Presented via Zoom

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2022
A Queer Zionism: Jessie Sampter and 
the Paradoxes of Jewish Nationalism 
with Sarah Imhoff
Presented in person at the Mildred Sainer 
Pavilion on the New College campus. A livestream 
presentation will also be available.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022 
How Mixed Emotions Determine the 
Fate of Sharks and Their Conservation 
Strategies with Melissa Cristina 
Márquez and Jayne M. Gardiner
Presented via Zoom

http://www.ncf.edu/new-topics
http://www.sarasotaopera.org
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I T A L I A N  B A K E R Y

941.926.8422
2732 Stickney Point Road

BEST 
LOCAL 

BAKERY

Paisano’s

PaisanosItalianBakery.com

2021
WINNER

Aviva Presents Pizmon Concert
Join us for Pizmon, the coed, Jewish a cappella group of Columbia 
University, Barnard College, and the Jewish Theological Seminary. It 
was founded in 1987 as the first-ever Jewish collegiate a cappella group 
and since then has traveled to hundreds of communities in the New York 
metropolitan area, across the country and around the world. Pizmon’s 
repertoire includes liturgical pieces, Israeli rock and pop, English parodies, 
Ladino pieces, Yiddish classics and children’s songs. This free concert 
begins at 11:00 a.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. 
Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or 
mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Wine & Cheese Reception at Kol HaNeshama
Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) invites the community to usher in 
Shabbat with us at a Wine & Cheese Reception from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m., 
immediately preceding Kabbalat Shabbat services. Weather permitting, 
the event will take place on the grounds outside the KH sanctuary on the 
campus of St. Wilfred Episcopal Church, 3773 Wilkerson Rd., Sarasota. 
In-person attendance at KH services requires masking, proof of vaccina-
tion and identification. For more information, please visit khsarasota.org 
or call 941.244.2042.

“Romanticism Throughout the Ages:  
An Expression Through Music, History & Literature”

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Join us at 2:30 p.m. for a free concert by Eleonora Lvov, an internationally 
acclaimed Russian-Israeli virtuoso. Lvov plays a broad spectrum of music, 
adding her own personal impressions and historical remarks. Romantic 
and Impressionistic eras include magnificent works from Chopin and 
Liszt to the inimitable enchantment of Debussy, Albeniz and Gershwin 
among others. They are performed with incomparable elegance, passion 
and tenderness. Experience romance and poetry with this luminous, boldly 
emotive pianist who emanates ardent passion and spirituality through 
music. The event takes place at Selby Public Library, Geldbart Auditorium, 
1331 1st St., Sarasota. There is limited seating. Register online, beginning 
January 29, at scgovlibrary.librarymarket.com/events.

Temple Sinai Welcomes  
The Perlman Music Program Suncoast

Temple Sinai is sponsoring, in part, a concert presented by The Perlman 
Music Program Suncoast. PMP Alumni: Around Town’s “Music from the 
Heart” will include works by French Romantic composer Ernest Chausson 
arranged for violin, piano and string quartet. Violinist Max Tan, leader of 
the ensemble, is a member of the Sarasota Orchestra. Masks are required 
for this 7:00 p.m. event at Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road 
(enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. For more information and 
tickets, visit perlmansuncoast.org or call 941.955.4942.

“Israel’s High-Tech Impact on the World”
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Temple Emanu-El’s Israel Committee and The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee are delighted to welcome Anat Katz, Economic 
Minister for North America in Israel’s Consulate General in New York, to 
speak about Israel’s leadership in the high-tech industry. Enjoy this insider 
perspective on how Israel’s high-tech industry has mushroomed over the 
decades, and how Israeli start-ups have joined forces with some of the 
world’s leading tech companies to establish research and development 
centers throughout the country. This free event begins at 10:30 a.m. on 
Zoom. Please register at sarasotatemple.org.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13

“Eating Healthy Jewishly: Mediterranean Delights”
Low in fats and high in vegetable content, the traditional Sephardic diet 
is extremely healthy indeed and has now become familiar to Jewish com-
munities worldwide. Such savory dishes as hummus, pita bread, falafel, 
bourekas (stuffed pastry) and schwarma (Israeli shaved lamb) delight the 
palate of Jews in every country. Olives, a staple in many Mediterranean 
recipes, go all the way back to the origins of Biblical Israel! Today, every 
Jew can delight in kosher, nutritious, delicious diets. This class, presented 
by the Al Katz Center, begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or 
$50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Call 
Today! 

Support
Home Delivered Meals
In-Home Support
Educational Programs 
Financial Stability

Caregiving
Adult Day Programs
Caregiver Support
and Resource Center

Health and 
Wellness
Senior Centers
Senior Fitness
Balance Movement
Music, Dance & Activities

Connect. Engage. Have Fun with Us!

Try Us 
For FREE
for 5 Days!*

*At our Senior Center, 5 days 
must be consecutive.

Venice  (941) 584-0052 
2350 Scenic Drive 
Venice FL 34293  

Sarasota  (941) 955-2122 
1888 Brother Geenen Way 

Sarasota FL 34236 
www.friendshipcenters.org
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stay connected @ jfedsrq.org

“Israel’s High-Tech Impact on the World”

“Personal Encounters with Jewish Architects”
Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) will offer architect Aaron Rand’s 
second of three presentations on “Personal Encounters with Jewish Archi-
tects” via Zoom from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. In addition to the work of Gordon 
Bunshaft, the class will focus on Louis Kahn, who had a great influence on 
Rand’s college work and early projects as an architect. The third session, 
on Monday, February 28, will spotlight Frank Gehry and Marcel Breuer. 
The course is free to KH members and $18 to non-members. For more in-
formation or to receive the Zoom links, please visit khsarasota.org or call 
941.244.2042.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Just Schmoozing with Shalom New Home
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Mattison’s City Grille (1 N. Lemon Ave., 
Sarasota) and meet fellow tribe members for fun and laughs. There will 
be a cash bar and complimentary light nosh. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2113.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting
Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program at Temple Beth Israel of 
Longboat Key to give all Jewish singles in the Sarasota-Manatee area 
the opportunity to meet other men and women who are single. The group 
meets once a month for dinner, laughter and a time to turn acquaintances 
into lifelong friends. We would love to have you join us at 5:15 p.m. at 
Miguel’s Restaurant, 6631 Midnight Pass Rd., Sarasota. For the health 
and safety of our members, proof of a full Covid vaccination (including 
booster) is required along with your identification. To make a reservation 
or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer at 941.915.6631 or 
email rozfleischer@gmail.com.

“Songs & Stories: A Tribute to Lorenz Hart”
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Considered a poet of Broadway, Jewish American lyricist Lorenz Hart 
single-handedly changed the craft of lyric writing. For February, with 
valentines and hearts all around us, join songstress and storyteller Gilda 
Solve to explore some of Hart’s most romantic songs, including beloved 
classics such as “My Funny Valentine,” “Isn’t it Romantic?” and “My Heart 
Stood Still.” Guests are welcome to ask questions via chat throughout the 
program, which takes place from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. For details 
and tickets, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, contact Jeremy 
Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

NCJW Presents Author Simone Knego
Simone Knego, author of The Extraordinary UnOrdinary You and Sarasota 
resident, will be the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) guest 
speaker at 1:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, 1951 North Honore Avenue, 
Sarasota. Her topic will be “What You Do Matters!’” Simone is a former 
CPA turned equestrian entrepreneur, and a mother of six, three of whom 
are adopted from South Korea and Ethiopia. She recently scaled Mount 
Kilimanjaro. All attendees will be asked to show proof of a negative Covid 
test taken within 72 hours for a PCR test or 24 hours for an antigen or rapid 
test, or proof of being fully vaccinated at least 14 days prior to the event. 
The presentation is free for NCJW members and $5 for non-members. For 
more information or to RSVP, email rwsesser@gmail.com.

“The Outpouring Soul of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov”
Join Temple Emanu-El Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin in exploring a 
spiritual figure of universal importance, Rebbe Nachman of Breslov. A 
fascinating character in Jewish history, Rebbe Nachman was a brilliant 
mystic – and a down-to-earth mensch. Be awakened by some of the most 
entertaining stories ever told and uplifting teachings and insights into the 
human condition – while learning about the Hasidic spirit and kabbalistic 
mystery of Rebbe Nachman. Sponsored by Temple Emanu-El’s Adult 
Education Committee, this free class takes place on Wednesdays, February 
16 and 23 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom and in person at Temple Emanu-El, 151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please register at sarasotatemple.org.

Assisted Living Facility #8951

Please Join Us...
SUNDAY BRUNCH  |  MARCH 13TH  |  10:30AM

MICHAEL’S ON EAST
 1212 EAST AVE.  S,   SARASOTA,  FL  34239
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EIGHT
over 80

EIGHT OVER 80, back after a two-year hiatus, 
once again brings another anticipated sold-out 

audience to Michael’s On East. Guests will enjoy 
a delightful brunch (not to mention the mimosas), 

while hearing the inspiring stories of this year’s 
eight worthy honorees. 

For ticket or partnership information 
call Monica Caldwell, Director of Development Events, 

941-724-8804 or mcaldwell@avivaseniorlife.org

EIGHT OVER 80, back after a two-year hiatus, 

The Spirit of Sarasota, Brought Home

http://www.avivaseniorlife.org
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People of the Book Event
With Author Rachel Beanland

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Rachel Beanland’s novel, Florence Adler Swims Forever, is set in Atlantic 
City in 1934. Every summer, Esther and Joseph Adler rent their house 
to vacationers and move into the small apartment above their bakery. 
After Joseph insists that they take in a mysterious young woman whom 
he recently helped emigrate from Nazi Germany, the apartment is bursting 
at the seams. When tragedy strikes, Esther makes the shocking decision 
to hide the truth‚ at least until their eldest daughter Fannie’s baby is born‚ 
and pulls the family into an elaborate web of secret-keeping and lies, 
bringing long-buried tensions to the surface that reveal how quickly the 
act of protecting those we love can turn into betrayal. Rachel is a graduate 
of the University of South Carolina and earned her MFA in creative writing 
from Virginia Commonwealth University. Florence Adler Swims Forever, 
her first novel, won the 2020 National Jewish Book Award for debut 
fiction. Rachel will talk about her book from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
Tickets are $10 per household. To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/books. 
For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2113.

Aviva Presents “Green Living Tips  
for a Sustainable New Year”

There are many opportunities for becoming more sustainable in our  
daily activities, but where should you start? This presentation will intro-
duce ideas about energy, water, waste, transportation and food; help you 
prioritize what will work best for you; and connect you with resources 
available in the community to get you started. Led by Sara Kane, a Uni-
versity of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension 
staffer with 18-plus years in the environmental and sustainability arenas, 
this free presentation begins at 3:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretz-
mer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to Melinda Haney at 
941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

“Classic Jewish Non-Fiction: GI Jews”
“My father is a veteran. I wondered about what it had meant to enter mil-
itary service as a Jew. Even when one wore the same uniform as one’s 
fellow Americans, I assumed that being a Jew mattered, as it mattered in 
all other aspects of pre-World War II life,” writes author Deborah Dash 
Moore in GI Jews. “Their story was haunted by antisemitism but not de-
termined by it. When Jewish veterans returned home, they realized that 
important things had changed in their lives.” This class, presented by the 
Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 
for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

People of the Book Event
With Author Laraine Newman

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Laraine Newman’s memoir, May You Live in Interesting Times, chronicles 
her life and experiences that have been on the forefront of every pop cul-
ture shift in America from the British invasion and the music scene in Los 
Angeles, to the beginning of The Comedy Store, the prominence of com-
edy, the start of Saturday Night Live and the rising prominence of anima-
tion. This, while dealing with her demons, getting sober, having children 
and reinventing herself. Laraine Newman is a founding member of The 
Groundlings and an original cast member of Saturday Night Live. Laraine 
will talk about her book from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom and in person 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor 
Road), Sarasota. In-person tickets are $25 per person in advance and $30 at 
the door; $10 per household on Zoom. To register, please visit jfedsrq.org/
books. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at jlisitza@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2113.

“Technion Innovations: Mind-Body Connection”
Temple Emanu-El’s Israel Committee proudly welcomes Technion Profes-
sors Assaf Zinger and Asya Rolls to speak about their groundbreaking re-
search on the mind-body connection and its impact on neurodegenerative 
diseases and the immune system. While Dr. Zinger focuses on finding a 
cure for glioblastoma and treatment for RETT Syndrome, Dr. Rolls em-
ploys state-of-the-art tools in neuroscience and immunology to study how 
specific brain activity impacts the immune system. All are invited to this 
free and important presentation at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. Please register at 
sarasotatemple.org.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20

A Conversation with Val Demings
Congresswoman Val Demings, who represents Florida’s 10th Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of Representatives, will be the guest speaker via 
Zoom for this month’s Sarasota County Democratic Party Jewish Caucus 
“Nosh and Knowledge” program. Demings is a former Chief of Orlando 
Police, and her congressional district is in the Orlando area. She is running 
for U.S. Senate against Marco Rubio. This program is in partnership with 
the statewide Democratic Jewish Caucus and begins at 11:00 a.m. To 
register, go to srqjewishdems.org or email mail@srqjewishdems.org.

Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida
Join us on Zoom at 1:00 p.m. for “What They Answered To: Understand-
ing Ashkenazi Jewish Names.” Name changes, both in adopted countries 
and in the Old World, make determining Ashkenazic (central and eastern 
European) Jewish names a genealogical puzzle. Research cannot be taken 
back to the old country until forenames and last names have been identi-
fied. This presentation will introduce some of the basic clues for recog-
nizing the same person recorded under a variety of names. Socializing at 
12:45 p.m. will precede the presentation. To RSVP and receive the Zoom 
link, contact Kim Sheintal at klapshein@aol.com or 941.302.1433.

“18 Jewish Holidays: Shabbat”
The most important Jewish Holy Day occurs once every week! Genesis 
proclaims, “and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which 
He had made.” Jewish liturgy treats Shabbat as a “bride” and “queen.” 
Shabbat is so important that it supersedes commandments for other Holy 
Days. With the exception of Yom Kippur, days of public fasting are post-
poned or advanced if they coincide with Shabbat. Today, Shabbat solace 
is precious more than ever. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, 
begins at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this 
month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Educating Jewish Minds Enriching Jewish HeartsEngaging Jewish Lives
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Community Lecture Featuring Noa Tishby

“Humor and Playfulness in Israeli Art”

LIVE OAK, FLORIDA, 1952. 

THE STORY BEHIND THE SCANDAL.

westcoastblacktheatre.org

941-366-1505
1012 N ORANGE AVE, SARASOTA

JAN 26–FEb 27, 2022

MUSIC & LYRICS BY  
NATE 
JACObS,
MICHAEL 
JACObS & 
bRENNAN 
STyLEz

BOOK BY 
MICHAEL 
JACOBS

DIRECTED BY  
NATE 

JACOBS

A  W O R L D  P R E M I E R E  M U S I C A L

http://www.westcoastblacktheatre.org
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Community Lecture Featuring Noa Tishby
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Israeli American author, activist and actress Noa Tishby is our featured 
guest at the 2022 Community Lecture. Noa will speak about her book, 
Israel: A Simple Guide to the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth, as 
well as Zionism and the truth about Israel. The event takes place from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Zoom and in person at The Hyatt Regency Sarasota, 
1000 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota. Tickets are $25 per person for in-
person attendance and $10 per household on Zoom. To register, please 
visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, contact Trudi Krames at 
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

“Humor and Playfulness in Israeli Art”
Join artist Sheril Horovitz on this delightful, engaging exploration of hu-
mor and playfulness in selected works of contemporary Israeli art. An  
artist trained at the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design, and Tel Aviv Uni-
versity, Sheril has exhibited her work at galleries and art festivals through-
out Israel and the United States. Her knowledge and expertise are vast, and 
her enthusiasm is contagious! All are welcome to this free event, spon-
sored by Temple Emanu-El’s Israel Committee, at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. 
Please register at sarasotatemple.org.

“Every Book of the Jewish Bible:  
Second Book of Samuel”

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Second Samuel recounts the reign of King David, whose royal dynasty 
continued throughout the history of ancient Israel and will be reestablished 
at the coming of the Messiah. David proclaims Jerusalem as the eternal 
capital of the Jewish homeland, and his conquests expand Israel’s borders 
to the largest in its history, but David is forbidden from building his dream 
of a Holy Temple because of his martial ways. David’s life is marked by 
magnificent triumphs and marred by great tragedies. This class, presented 
by the Al Katz Center, begins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or 
$50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

“The Rise of Populism and the Threat to History”
Please join us for an intriguing presentation from one of the leading schol-
ars on Eastern European History, Dr. Antony Polonsky. Dr. Polonsky is 
Professor Emeritus at Brandeis University and Chief Historian of Global 
Education Outreach Project of the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews, Warsaw. In 1999, he was awarded the Knight’s Cross of the Order 
of Merit of Independent Lithuania. The presentation begins at 1:30 p.m. 
virtually on Zoom. No cost, but donations are always welcome. Please 
register at templebethsholomfl.org/event. For more information, call the 
Temple Beth Sholom office at 941.955.8121 or email info@templebeth 
sholomfl.org.

CHJ Education Series
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ) invites you to join its 
Education Series at Unity Church (3023 Proctor Road, Sarasota) at 2:00 
p.m. to hear Lynne Hodalsky Champaign. Her topic is “Apollo Beach 
Power Plant Pollution.” This event is free and open to the public. Covid 
precautions will be in place. For more information, call 941.929.7771 or 
email chjsarasota@hotmail.com.

2019
Jewish Community Study

A socio-demographic portrait of the Jewish 

community in Sarasota-Manatee  Cohen Center Authors: 

Matthew Boxer

Matthew A. Brookner

Eliana Chapman

Janet Krasner Aronson

Sponsored in part by  

a grant from:

Jewish community in this comprehensive
Learn about our growing

jfedsrq.org/CommunityStudy
jfedsrq.org/CommunityStudy

population study of Sarasota-Manatee

1ST
population study

in 20 years!

For more information, 
contact Kim Adler
941.552.6300
kadler@jfedsrq.org
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JFEDSRQ.org/SRQSafe
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IT!

COMMUNITY SECURITY INITIATIVE

$3000
FOR ANONYMOUS TIPS

THAT LEAD TO AN ARREST
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SEE SOMETHING? SAY SOMETHING!

$3000
FOR ANONYMOUS TIPS

THAT LEAD TO AN ARREST

SEE SOMETHING?  SAY SOMETHING!

sarasota crimestoppers.com

Point your cel l  camera at this QR code

941-366-TIPS

STOPPERS
of Sarasota CountyPd by CSTF

REWARDS
UP TO

Pd by CSTF

http://www.robertkrasow.michaelsaunders.com
https://www.jfesrq.org/communitystudy
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•  A friendly voice
•  Counseling
•  Caregiver support
•  Bereavement support groups
•  Pastoral care
•  Delivered meals
•  Temporary financial assistance

In partnership with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and  
the generosity of our donors, JFCS of the Suncoast is able to offer  
the following services at no cost to anyone in the  
Jewish community regardless of age:

If you are in need of 
assistance, don’t hesitate  
to call JFCS at  
941-366-2224  
extension 112.

is ais a
phonephone
callcall
awayaway

HELP...HELP...

Get the 
assistance  
you need!

“Holocaust Museums Around the World”
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Alongside Classrooms Without Borders scholars, we will travel monthly 
with museum historians, experts and contemporary witnesses to 10 differ-
ent regions. We will explore the history behind the exhibits, discuss the 
nature of memory and memorials, and discover how the world remembers 
the Shoah and honors the lives lost. We will also explore how that memo-
ry is interconnected to genocides, both past and present. Our experts will 
challenge us to grapple with issues of cultural identity, responsibility to 
community and decision-making, as well as ways in which individuals and 
nations responded, or failed to respond to the crisis through close examina-
tion of the museum’s artifacts and memorials. The event takes place from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more 
information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24

An Evening with Holocaust Survivor Rifka Glatz
Rifka Glatz was only six years old when she was sent with her mother and 
brother to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Lohheide, Germany, 
during the Holocaust. Rudolf Kasztner, a Hungarian Jewish attorney, is 
credited with saving Rifka and 1,683 others. Rifka will speak and share a 
PowerPoint presentation. This will be an interesting and fascinating dis-
cussion about her memories and survival. She is one of a small number of 
survivors left in the U.S. Join us at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/
Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd. East, Bradenton. No RSVP is neces-
sary. There is a suggested $5 donation at the door. For more information, 
call the temple office at 941.755.4900.

Wine & Cheese Reception at Kol HaNeshama
Congregation Kol HaNeshama (KH) invites the community to usher in 
Shabbat with us at a Wine & Cheese Reception from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m., 
immediately preceding Kabbalat Shabbat services. Weather permitting, 
the event will take place on the grounds outside the KH sanctuary on the 
campus of St. Wilfred Episcopal Church, 3773 Wilkerson Rd., Sarasota. 
In-person attendance at KH services requires masking, proof of vaccina-
tion and identification. For more information, please visit khsarasota.org 
or call 941.244.2042.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Temple Sinai Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for the service with Rabbi Samantha Kahn and 
Chazzan Cliff Abramson. Inspirational melodies by the Bruno Trio will 
add to the celebration. Masks are required. Temple Sinai is located at 4631 
S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. For 
more information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Be in the Know! Be in the Know! 
Receive alerts 
via text about 
important Jewish 
community news, 
event updates and 
more by texting 
“JFED” to 332-22.

For more information, please visit
JFEDSRQ.ORG/hellercrc

Have you ever been asked 
questions about Israel  

or antisemitism that  
you can’t answer?  

CRConnectCRConnect, a program of 
the Heller CRC, addresses 
these difficult questions 

such as Palestinian vs. Israeli 
sovereignty, Israel as a 

“superpower,” the “Apartheid” 
claim, peace in the region  

and much more.

Visit JFEDSRQ.org/CRConnect JFEDSRQ.org/CRConnect   
to see the questions and learn the answers.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/crconnect
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“Holocaust Museums Around the World” Brandeis Book and Author Event
Join Brandeis National Committee (BNC) from 10:30 a.m. to noon on 
Zoom for this annual event. The book we will discuss is Ruby Falls, a 
psychological thriller about an actress who harbors secrets, but who finds 
out through her new marriage that not only she has secrets. Our author is 
Deborah Goodrich Royce, a former actress and story editor who will be 
interviewed by Suzanne Leopold, a book blogger who will offer many 
thought-provoking questions for Deborah. The cost of the event is $10 
for BNC members and guests. To register, please send a check, payable 
to BNC, to Ingrid Bookbinder, 231 Fairway Isles Lane, Bradenton, FL 
34212. To receive the Zoom link, contact Sue Simon at spls1117@gmail.
com. For more information, contact Judy Polivy at judypolivy23@gmail.
com.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Temple Emanu-El Religious School 
Kindergarten Roundup

Temple Emanu-El Religious School welcomes rising kindergarteners – 
and older children as well! – to learn about our wonderful, vibrant school 
community, where kids and families experience the joys of Jewish learn-
ing, Jewish community and Jewish life. Enjoy a Q&A session, meet our 
faculty, attend class with a new buddy, meet other Jewish and interfaith 
families who have found a home at Temple Emanu-El and, of course, en-
joy snacks. We look forward to greeting you from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at 
Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more information, 
contact the Temple Emanu-El Religious School at 941.378.5567 or teers@
sarasotatemple.org.

Temple Emanu-El’s Sapphire Celebration
During its 65th anniversary Sapphire Celebration, Temple Emanu-El will 
honor Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman for her many contributions to the 
temple’s growth and vibrance. The goal for the fundraising event is to raise 
$150,000. Proceeds will be used for the Religious School, Susan Schwaid 
Early Learning Center and temple enhancements. The event takes place 
at 11:00 a.m. in the Benderson Family Hall of Temple Emanu-El, 151 
McIntosh Rd., Sarasota. Brunch will be catered by Michael’s On East. 
Tickets are $75. For more information or to RSVP, call the temple office at 
941.371.2788 or email assistant@sarasotatemple.org.

Honor someone
yyoouu  cchheerriisshh 
by making a donation  
in their memory.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115

TAKE THE 
NEXT STEP
You took the first step by making a legacy commitment, and 
we are eternally grateful for your help in ensuring Jewish 
tomorrow for our Jewish community. Now, reach out and 
ask someone to join you. 

Each one of us can make a difference! 

JFEDSRQ.org/Legacy-Partner-Program

For more information, contact Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.

https://www.jfedsrq.org/tribute
https://www.jfedsrq.org/legacy-partner-program
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Thank 
You

to our sponsors

OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

 MORT Skirboll

(Continued on page 13)

FEDERATION  
TORCH SPONSORS

Howard Berman and Sharon Sexter
Edie and David Chaifetz

Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin
Debbie and Larry Haspel 

Rosenthal Roots Family Foundation
Sylvia and Norman Samet
Bunny and Mortz"l  Skirboll

Hadassah and Martin Strobel
Lois Stulberg

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR
Sy Goldblatt

OPENING NIGHT SPECIAL GUEST
Liza Asner

CLOSING EVENT SPONSOR
Nadia Ritter

MEDIA SPONSORS

March 2 – 13, 2022
SPONSORED BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

[ IN-PERSON SCREENINGS MARCH 2– 13; VIRTUAL SCREENINGS MARCH 3 – 24 ]

13TH ANNUAL
J

F
F

https://www.jfedsrq.org/jff


Forbes/SHOOK Best-In-State Wealth Advisors list is comprised of approximately 5,000 financial advisors.  It was developed by SHOOK Research and is based on in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to measure factors 
such as: quality of practice, industry experience, compliance record, assets under management (which vary from state to state) and revenue. Although neither UBS Financial Service Inc. or its employees pay a fee in exchange for 
these ratings, UBS may hire RJ Shook to be a speaker for events. Past performance is not an indication of future results. Investment performance is not a criterion because client objectives and risk tolerances vary, and advisors 
rarely have audited performance reports. Rankings are based on the opinions of SHOOK Research, LLC and not indicative of future performance or representative of any one client’s experience. For designation disclosures, visit  
ubs.com/us/en/designationdisclosures. As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment adviser and 
brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. 
It is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about the products or services we offer. For more information, please 
review the client relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy.  © UBS 2022. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member 
FINRA/SIPC. CJ-UBS-1517642729    Exp.: 01/31/2023

Experience 
matters
Knowing the right people could make 
all the difference

–   Proactive wealth management, in good times  
and bad 

–  Customized investment solutions 
–   Private banking for both sides of your 

balance sheet
–   Estate planning strategies for charitable and 

multigenerational needs 
–  Liquidity options for business owners

The Zelniker Dorfman Carr & Heritage Group
UBS Financial Services Inc. 

Scott D. Zelniker, CRPC®, CRPS® 
Senior Vice President–Wealth Management
Private Wealth Advisor
Senior Portfolio Manager 
941-364-7271 
scott.zelniker@ubs.com

Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisor, New York,  
2020, 2021
Lakewood Ranch resident since 2013

Serving multigenerational families and 
business owners since 1992

New York
1285 Avenue of the Americas
15th, 16th, 17th and 18th Floors
New York, NY 10019
212-713-3645

Florida
Sarasota City Center, Suite 900
1819 Main Street
Sarasota, FL 34236
941-364-7271

ubs.com/team/zelnikerdorfman

W e lc o m e

TICKET INFORMATION

http://www.ubs.com/team/zelnikerdorfman


W e lc o m e

OPENING NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
TIGER WITHIN
Wearing a leather jacket with swastika, 14-year-old Casey is on 
her way to find her absentee father when she meets Samuel, 
a Holocaust survivor played by multiple Emmy Award-winning 
actor Ed Asner. The unlikely friendship blossoms between the 
troubled teen who believes the Holocaust is a fiction and the 
old man whose children were murdered in the camps, sparking 
larger questions of ignorance, fear, forgiveness and healing.

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR
SY GOLDBLATT

CLOSING EVENT
SUNDAY, MARCH 13SUNDAY, MARCH 13
GREENER PASTURES
Dov, a widower, is forced by his family to move to a nursing 
home, but all he can think about is getting out and buying his 
old house back. When he notices that all his fellow residents 
smoke legal medical cannabis, he realizes that selling weed 
could be his salvation. Love, cops, and gangsters come into play 
as Dov finds himself at a crossroads: Will he risk it all to make 
his dream come true?

CLOSING EVENT SPONSOR
NADIA RITTER

Manatee. We hope you will leave energized, inspired and moved 
by the rich traditions and culture of Judaism found in these films 
celebrated around the world. See you at the movies!

JFF 2022 chair
MARSHA EISENBERG

Opening event Committee
PAM ADELSON  •  MEREDITH ERNST 
SUSI STEENBARGER  •  ADREA SUKIN 

Closing Event Committee
SANDY HAYDEN  •  NADIA RITTER

Jewish Film Festival Founder  
and Honorary Chair
ROZ GOLDBERG

As we enter the Mort Skirboll Jewish Film Festival’s 13TH 

 year, we are especially proud to present a premier line-up 
     of 16 remarkable and diverse films that is sure to impact, 

provoke, and move you, as well as make you laugh. They are 
documentaries, narratives, tragedies and comedies, mysteries 
and love stories. Most have won awards and will have special 
meaning to our community of viewers.

During this time of COVID we want to extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all of our Sponsors for their continued support of the Jewish 
Film Festival. In doing so, you are fulfilling our Federation’s 
mission and the tenet of Tikkun Olam — repairing the world, 
ultimately, helping to provide our community much needed 
enjoyment.

The Jewish Film Festival is one of many programs also sponsored 
by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. The yearly Film 
Festival that attracts so many movie-goers, both Jewish and 
non-Jewish, is all about strengthening Jewish life in Sarasota-

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL MARCH 2 -- 13, 2022

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL MARCH 2-- 13, 2022

TICKET INFORMATION

Find a complete listing of films 
including trailers at

JFEDSRQ.org/JFF
For sponsorship opportunities  
please contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113

"I am very proud that this year's Jewish Film Festival will again honor  
Mort Skirboll's legacy with its rich variety of films that educate,  

entertain, enlighten and inspire us." – Bunny Skirboll

J
F

FHollywood – Sarasota, there is no assigned seating, 
sponsors will enter 5 minutes prior to screening time; 
afterwards all patrons will be admitted).

VENUES

Sarasota Municipal Auditorium   
801 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL

Regal Hollywood 1993 Main St.  
Sarasota, FL 

Sarasota Event Center 
600 N Beneva Rd.  
Sarasota, FL 

OPENING NIGHT FILM TICKET - $25.00 PER TICKET

CLOSING EVENT TICKET - $36.00 PER TICKET

Tickets will go on sale mid-February, 2022.   
All 16 films will be offered virtually for $15.00  
per household or a Virtual Pass for $180.00  
for all 16 films ($240.00 value). 

In-person screenings at Regal Hollywood - Sarasota 
are $15.00 per person (for screenings at Regal 

https://www.jfedsrq.org/jff


 98 minutes 
English 

2

OPENING NIGHT

WEDNESDAY
MARCH

Sponsored by:

SY GOLDBLATTTIGER WITHIN
Wearing a leather jacket with swastika, 14-year-old Casey is on her 
way to find her absentee father when she meets Samuel, a Holocaust 
survivor played by multiple Emmy Award-winning actor Ed Asner. 
The unlikely friendship blossoms between the troubled teen who 
believes the Holocaust is a fiction and the old man whose children 
were murdered in the camps, sparking larger questions of ignorance, 
fear, forgiveness and healing.

TUES., MARCH 8 
REGAL  •  3:00PM

FRI., MARCH 11
REGAL  •  12:00PM 

SARASOTA 
MUNICIPAL 

AUDITORIUM
7:00PM

FILM

LOVE & MAZEL TOV
At a party, Daniel pretends to be Jewish to impress Anne, a pretty 
bookstore owner whose shop specializes in Jewish literature. When 
the two become a couple, his con turns into an unmanageable web 
of white lies from which Daniel can't escape. Will Anne still love him 
when she learns that he is not Jewish at all? This warm-hearted and 
witty love story is a plea for love against all prejudices.

90  minutes 
German with English subtitles

WED., MARCH 9 
REGAL  •  3:00PM

FRI., MARCH 11
REGAL  •  3:00PM 

3
THURSDAY

MARCH
REGAL

HOLLYWOOD
7:00PM

Sarasota Magazine is a very proud supporter of  

The 2022 Jewish Film Festival

SarasotaMagazine.com

THOU SHALL NOT HATE
A surgeon in Trieste, the son of a Holocaust survivor, encounters a 
traffic accident on his way home from work, but refuses to help the 
victim when he sees a swastika tattoo on the injured man’s chest. 
Wracked with guilt, the anguished doctor confronts the ethics of 
his choice and bonds with the victim’s daughter. Posing profound 
questions about hate and redemption, this provocative film won the 
Best Italian Film and Best Actor awards at the Venice International 
Film Festival.

 96 minutes 
Italian with English subtitles 

TUES., MARCH 8 
REGAL •  3:00PM

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL  •  7:00PM 

3
THURSDAY

MARCH
REGAL

HOLLYWOOD
3:00PM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 9, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS 
STARTING MARCH 3, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 7, 8:00AM

4

http://www.sarasotamagazine.com


FILM

PLAN A
Based on an incredible true story, this film dramatizes one of the 
boldest and most dangerous revenge operations in history. In 
1945, a group of Jewish Holocaust survivors, headed by charismatic 
leader Abba Kovner, infiltrated German water companies posing as 
undercover engineers. Their goal: to poison the drinking water in 
Nuremberg, Munich, Cologne, Weimar and Hamburg in order to kill 
six million Germans.

  109 minutes 
German with English subtitles

3
THURSDAY 

MARCH

WED., MARCH 9 
REGAL •  7:00PM

FRI., MARCH 11
REGAL  •  3:00PM

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

3:00PM

FILM

XN
LV

20
49

4

Be a Newsie!

JOIN TODAY, VISIT
YourObserver.com/newsies

Your membership supports 
independent local journalism here, 
at home, in your neighborhood.* 

Membership benefits include:
• Unlimited access to our email newsletters 
   and website; no registration pop-ups when    
   logged in

 • Quarterly eNewsletter, Extra! Extra!, 
    from the Observer Newsroom

 • Invitations to member-only events 

    Jan.: Season Arts Preview

    Feb.: Vision for Downtown 
               Sarasota Panel Discussion

    Mar.: Observer Cup Polo

    Apr.: Lakewood Ranch: The future 
               of development panel discussion 

    May: Wine & Wisdom 

    Aug.: Candidate Forum 

• Opportunities to connect with our journalists 
    and give feedback 

 

Join The 
Neighborhood

$5 /mo.
Or $50 year

*Don’t worry - we’re still free and always will be.

Questions? 
Call 941-366-3468 or 
newsies@yourobserver.com

FILM

PERSIAN LESSONS
Gilles, a young Belgian sent to a concentration camp in Germany in 
1942, narrowly avoids execution by swearing that he is not Jewish but 
Persian. This lie saves him until he is assigned an impossible mission: 
to teach Persian to the officer in charge of the camp's kitchen, who 
dreams of opening a restaurant in Persia (Iran) once the war is over. 
As Gilles invents a language he doesn't know, word by word, the 
unusual relationship between the two men begins to incite jealousy 
and suspicion.

  127 minutes 
German, French  

with English subtitles

3
THURSDAY

MARCH

For tickets, visit   JFEDSRQ.org/JFF

TUES., MARCH 8 
REGAL •  7:00PM

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

7:00PM

FILM

BETRAYED
The Braudes think they are safe from the Nazis in neutral Norway, 
but when the Germans invade they are arrested and sent to an 
internment camp. We follow the family's experiences on their 
journey to Auschwitz, where the film focuses on son Charles, a 
handsome, charismatic boxing champ who tries to survive the 
concentration camp by keeping a low profile. This moving Holocaust 
drama implicates Norwegians who were indifferent to the fate of 
their Jewish neighbors—or who actively collaborated with the Nazis. 

126 minutes 
German, Norwegian  

with English subtitles 

4REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

12:00PM

MON., MARCH 7
REGAL •  7:00PM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 6, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 8, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 13, 8:00AM

FRIDAY
MARCH

http://www.yourobserver.com/newsies


FILM

CODE NAME AYALON
In 1975, a demolition crew in central Israel was clearing away the 
remains of an old kibbutz when a small entryway leading to a secret 
chamber was revealed. They had discovered the Ayalon Institute, 
an ammunition factory built in 1947 by a group of teens from the 
Haganah (Jewish underground military). Through interviews 
with surviving group members, this documentary recounts the 
construction of the secret bullet factory that played a critical role in 
the founding of the State of Israel. 

69 minutes 
Hebrew with English subtitles  

4
FRIDAY
MARCH
REGAL

HOLLYWOOD
12:00PM

WED., MARCH 9
REGAL • 12:00PM

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL  • 3:00PM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 10, 8:00AM

FILM

NEIGHBOURS
In a Syrian border village in the early 80’s, little Sero attends school for 
the first time. A new teacher has arrived who uses the rod to forbid 
the Kurdish language, orders the veneration of President Assad and 
preaches hate of the Zionist enemy. The lessons upset and confuse 
Sero, whose long-time neighbors are a lovable Jewish family. With 
a fine sense of humor and satire, the film, inspired by the director’s 
personal experiences and bittersweet memories, depicts a childhood 
that manages to find light moments between dictatorship and dark 
drama. 

 124 minutes 
Kurdish, Arabic, English,  

Hebrew with English subtitles

4
FRIDAY

MARCH

MON., MARCH 7
REGAL •  7:00PM

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL  • 3:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

3:00PM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 15, 8:00AM

6 For tickets, visit    JFEDSRQ.org/JFF

http://www.theplayers.org


HERE WE ARE
Aharon has devoted his life to raising his autistic son Uri. They live 
together in a gentle routine, away from the real world. Now, as a 
young adult, it might be time for Uri to move to a specialized home. 
On their way to the institution, Aharon decides to run away with his 
son, knowing that Uri is not ready for this separation. Or is it, in fact, 
his father who is not ready?

  94 minutes 
Hebrew with English subtitles

7
MONDAY
MARCH

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL •  7:00PM

FRI., MARCH 11
REGAL  • 12:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

3:00PM

FILM

FILM

88 minutes 
Hebrew with English subtitles  

4
FRIDAY 
MARCH

UPHEAVAL: 
THE JOURNEY OF MENACHEM BEGIN
Menachem Begin was fiercely devoted to the Jewish people and the 
State of Israel. Jailed in a Soviet gulag for pre-war Zionist activities and 
scarred by loss in the Holocaust, he founded the Likud party and was 
vilified as a fascist and terrorist by critics. Yet Begin is remembered as 
one of Israel's most democratic prime ministers for defending Jewish 
immigration and signing the historic peace accord with Egypt. Through 
rarely seen archival materials and astute interviews, this documentary 
offers nuanced insights into a complex and controversial political figure.

TUES., MARCH 8
REGAL •  12:00PM

WED., MARCH 9
REGAL  • 3:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

3:00PM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 14, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 21, 8:00AM

http://www.artsaxisfl.org


FILM

WET DOG
When 16-year-old Iranian Soheil moves with his parents from a 
tranquil German town to a bustling Berlin suburb, he quickly makes 
friends with a gang of young Arabs, Kurds and Turks. What his new 
friends don't know: Soheil is Jewish. In this coming-of-age story, 
based on an autobiography, Soheil is caught between hiding his 
Jewish identity to fit in with his friends and losing everything to live 
openly as a Jew.

  103 minutes 
German with English subtitles

7
MONDAY 
MARCH

WED., MARCH 9
REGAL •  12:00PM

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL  • 3:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

3:00PM

FILM

GREENER PASTURES
Dov, a widower, is forced by his family to move to a nursing home, 
but all he can think about is getting out and buying his old house 
back. When he notices that all his fellow residents smoke legal 
medical cannabis, he realizes that selling weed could be his salvation. 
Love, cops, and gangsters come into play as Dov finds himself at a 
crossroads: Will he risk it all to make his dream come true?

90 minutes 
Hebrew with English subtitles 

13
SUNDAY
MARCH

For sponsorship opportunities  
please contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113

SARASOTA
EVENT

CENTER
2:00PM

CLOSING EVENT

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 20, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 22, 8:00AM

Sponsored by:

NADIA RITTER

As a full-service synagogue, we offer a daily morning minyan, Friday Evening & Saturday Morning Shabbat
Services, along with holiday services. Join us for our exceptional programs, lectures, and events. Please visit

our website at www.templebethsholomfl.org to learn more about our Kehillah and programming. 

All are welcome at TBS!

1050 S. Tutt le Avenue Bldg. 2,  Sarasota,  FL 34237 •  941.955.8121  •  info@templebethsholomfl .org

Where community is family and egalitarian Conservative Judaism thrives in Sarasota

through prayer, learning, and community service.

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
SARASOTA'S CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE

mailto:info@templebethsholomfl.org


WANT West Coast Woman 
DELIVERED FREE?

Email us today at: 
westcoastwoman@comcast.net

Subscribe 
for 

FREE!

SUBSCRIBE to our 
E-MAGAZINE 

and WEST COAST WOMAN will be in 
your in-box every month! 

Turn pages, click through ads — all at the 
convenience of your laptop, desktop, smart 

phone or tablet and no leaving home.

FILM

INTO THE DARKNESS
In 1940, a Danish industrialist (portrayed by Jesper Christensen 
of James Bond fame) cooperates and profits from the German 
occupation of Denmark, while his family finds themselves on 
opposite sides of the conflict. This film portrays the dilemmas of the 
Danish population during World War II. While the father collaborates 
with the Germans to keep his electronics factory going, his son 
reacts against the increasing oppression and persecution of Jews 
and communists by joining the rising resistance movement.

152 minutes 
Danish with English subtitles 

7
MONDAY
MARCH

TUES., MARCH 8
REGAL •  12:00PM

WED., MARCH 9
REGAL  • 7:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

12:00PM

FILM

115 minutes 
Danish with English subtitles 

7
MONDAY 
MARCH

THE GOOD TRAITOR
Henrik Kauffmann, a dynamic and bold diplomat, was the Danish 
ambassador posted to Washington in 1939. When the Nazis occupied 
Denmark on April 9, 1940, Kauffmann declared himself the only true 
representative of the free Danish people in opposition to the Nazis. 
This historical drama brings to life the true story of Kauffmann, 
a daredevil who refused to follow the German directives and put 
everything on the line.

TUES., MARCH 8
REGAL •  7:00PM

THURS., MARCH 10
REGAL  • 12:00PM 

REGAL
HOLLYWOOD

12:00PM

FILM

Register at allfaithsfoodbank.org 

Walk to End 
Summer Hunger

Sunday, March 27 at 8 AM
Nathan Benderson Park, Sarasota

Join us to kick off the 2022
Campaign Against Summer Hunger

School Ends,
Hunger Begins. 

For tickets, visit    JFEDSRQ.org/JFF

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 17, 8:00AM

AVAILABLE ONLINE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 16, 8:00AM

9

http://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org
mailto:westcoastwoman@comcast.net


FILM

THE UNITED STATES OF ELIE TAHARI
Elie Tahari arrived in New York in 1971 with less than $100 in his pocket, 
slept on benches in Central Park—and went on to build a billion-dollar 
fashion empire. Born in Jerusalem to an Iraqi family, the acclaimed 
designer and mogul spent his formative years living in a refugee 
camp with no electricity or running water. For more than 50 years, 
he has been living the American dream. This documentary tells all, 
from Tahari's humble beginnings to his remarkable achievements.

69 minutes 
English 

23
FILM

 

THE ADVENTURES OF SAUL BELLOW
In his lifetime, Saul Bellow was the most acclaimed novelist in 
America. His accolades include the Nobel Prize in Literature, three 
National Book Awards, and the Pulitzer Prize. Marking the centennial 
of his birth and the tenth anniversary of his death, this film features 
original interviews with Bellow's family, his close friends, and writers 
inspired by him. Don’t miss the first-ever documentary about Bellow, 
described by critic James Wood as the "greatest of American prose 
stylists in the 20th century."

24
 MARCH MARCH

85 minutes 
English 

For tickets, visit    JFEDSRQ.org/JFF

VIRTUAL ONLY
AVAILABLE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 23, 

8:00AM

VIRTUAL ONLY
AVAILABLE 72 HOURS
STARTING MARCH 24,  

8:00AM

10

Penelope Kingman
Bernard Friedland
Ernie Kretzmer
Lori & David Liner
Holly & Paul Miller-Daniell Family Foundation
Judith Schwartzbaum

MORE INFORMATION & TICKETS: PERLMANSUNCOAST.ORG

PMP ALUMNI: AROUND TOWN
Join us for a season of extraordinary perfomances

JUILLIARD STRING QUARTET MARCH 13
Join us in welcoming back this world-famous string 
quartet, founded in 1946 and hailed by The Boston 
Globe as “the most important American quartet in 
history.”

MUSIC FROM THE HEART FEBRUARY 12
Max Tan, violin; Marisa Gupta, piano
Eric Silberger, violin; Tal First, violin
Bethany Hargreaves, viola; Lev Mamuya, cello

ARIEL QUARTET APRIL 7, 8
Distinguished by its virtuosity, probing musical 
insight, and impassioned, fiery performances, the 
Ariel Quartet has garnered critical praise worldwide 
over the span of nearly two decades.

HANNAH TARLEY, MATTHEW GRAYBIL, 
ARLEN HLUSKO MAY 2022 

Celebrate spring with the return of this trio of PMP 
alumni, all of whom have performed with orchestras 
and as soloists throughout the globe.

PRESENTS

We follow #SafeArtsSarasota   
health and safety protocols

SPONSORED IN PART BY: 
The Daniel E. Offutt, III Charitable Trust, Richard Orenstein, Trustee

2022

http://www.myregal.com
http://www.perlmansuncoast.org


Box Office:  M-F 10-6, Sat 10-4,  
Open Later on Show Days
Prices, dates and times subject  
to change without notice. 

941.263.6799 
vanwezel.org

TICKETS & PRESHOW DINING

View the Latest Safety Protocols on Our Website

SOUTH PACIFIC
APRIL 14-15

DIANA KRALL
APRIL 23

MARCH 2022
The Sweet Caroline Tour

Tuesday, March 1

Menopause the Musical®  

Wednesday, March 2

Celtic Woman:  
Postcards From Ireland

Thursday, March 3

RAIN: A Tribute to The Beatles 
Sunday, March 6

Masters of Illusion 
Monday, March 7

Neil Berg’s 112 Years of Broadway 
Wednesday, March 9

The TEN Tenors: Love is In the Air 
Thursday, March 10

Sheléa: Natural Woman
Wednesday, March 16

MARCH 2022
Anastasia 

Friday, March 18- 
Sunday, March 20

Steve Solomon: My Mother’s Italian,  
My Father’s Jewish & I’m in Therapy

Monday, March 21

PROUD Tina:  
The Ultimate Tribute  
to Tina Turner 

Tuesday, March 22

ABBA: The Concert 
Sunday, March 27

The Price Is Right Live
Tuesday, March 29

APRIL 2022
Kenny G 

Tuesday, April 5

APRIL 2022
An Officer and A Gentleman 

Wednesday, April 6- 
Thursday, April 7

Terry Fator 
Sunday, April 10

Rick Thomas: Mansion of Dreams 
Monday, April 11

South Pacific
Thursday, April 14-Friday, April 15

Fiddler On The Roof
Tuesday, April 19-Thursday, April 21

IL DIVO:  
Greatest Hits Tour 

Friday, April 22

Diana Krall 
Saturday, April 23

Motown With a Twist 
Tuesday, April 26

SARASOTA 
PREMIERE! SARASOTA 

PREMIERE!

SARASOTA 
PREMIERE!
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l

ANASTASIA
MARCH 18-20

MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL®

MARCH 2
RAIN: A TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES

MARCH 6

Ph
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h

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
APRIL 19-21

Ph
ot

o:
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SARASOTA 
PREMIERE!

SARASOTA 
PREMIERE!

AT THE

SARASOTA 
PREMIERE!

SPONSORS: Culver’s, Wilde Lexus Sarasota, ABC7, BNI Business by the Bay, Herald-Tribune Media Group, Encompass Health,  
Ameniti Bay Sarasota Hotel & Suites and Hyatt Regency Sarasota

FILM

http://www.vanwezel.org


Susan & Michael Albert, Roberta Berson & Frank 

Tucciarone, Fran & Jack Braverman, Sandy & Gary Chase, 

Fran & Jeff Cohen, Marsha Eisenberg, Esme & Eric Faerber, 

Helen Glaser, Roz Goldberg, Sandy Hayden, Paul Hollinger, 

Barbara Horowitz, Barbara Jacob, Carole Kleinberg,  

Susan Newmark, Ilene O'Connell, Bert Rapowitz & Lauri 

Pollack, Ronnie Riceberg, Nadia Ritter, Cheryl Shapiro,  

Bunny Skirboll, Lois Stulberg, Evems Tilles, Janet Tolbert

SCREENING COMMITTEE

12

JFF 2022 Screening 
Committee's Comments[ ]Everyone's a critic!

TIGER WITHIN –– "A thought provoking, warm movie dealing with friendship starring everyone's favorite in his last film, Ed Asner." 

PERSIAN LESSON –– "A David and Goliath theme.  Offers a new angle on largely  familiar material with a whopper of an ending."

THOU SHALL NOT HATE –– "Faced with an uncomfortable dilemma, do you follow your ethics, or do you follow your heart?"  

PLAN A –– "This skillfully crafted film keeps you on the edge of your seat until the final moments — asks the question, what would you do  
          if you lost everything?"

LOVE & MAZEL TOV –– "Love against all prejudices..."

CODE NAME AYALON –– "The incredible mission of the Haganah’s amazing ingenuity, and the bravery to protect the future State of Israel."

BETRAYED –– "Impactful film that portrays the horrors of Nazism."

UPHEAVAL: THE JOURNEY OF MENACHEM BEGIN –– "A well-done biography of a major but controversial figure showing his greatness  
                  and imperfections. A must see."

NEIGHBOURS –– "Heartwarming film, a tender family drama with a beautiful conclusion." 

THE GOOD TRAITOR –– "A suspenseful film asking weather one person can change a country's antisemitic leanings."

INTO THE DARKNESS –– "A different type of holocaust film from the viewpoint of a non-Jewish family which raises the question,  
           what would you do in their shoes?"

WET DOG –– "A fascinating film about being a young Jew growing up in a non-Jewish environment." 

HERE WE ARE –– "A charming story about letting go even though it hurts." 

GREENER PASTURES –– "What really happens when you move into a senior living facility? You’ll never believe it! Cookies anyone?"

THE UNITED STATES OF ELIE TAHARI  –– "Many of us wore his clothing. Who knew he was Jewish? A rags to riches story."

THE ADVENTURES OF SAUL BELLOW –– "A biography of one of the most renowned Jewish authors in modern time." 

sponsors
sponsor 
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]
TIGER WITHIN –– "A thought provoking, warm movie dealing with friendship starring everyone's favorite in his last film, Ed Asner." 

PERSIAN LESSON –– "A David and Goliath theme.  Offers a new angle on largely  familiar material with a whopper of an ending."

THOU SHALL NOT HATE –– "Faced with an uncomfortable dilemma, do you follow your ethics, or do you follow your heart?"  

PLAN A –– "This skillfully crafted film keeps you on the edge of your seat until the final moments — asks the question, what would you do  
          if you lost everything?"

LOVE & MAZEL TOV –– "Love against all prejudices..."

CODE NAME AYALON –– "The incredible mission of the Haganah’s amazing ingenuity, and the bravery to protect the future State of Israel."

BETRAYED –– "Impactful film that portrays the horrors of Nazism."

UPHEAVAL: THE JOURNEY OF MENACHEM BEGIN –– "A well-done biography of a major but controversial figure showing his greatness  
                  and imperfections. A must see."

NEIGHBOURS –– "Heartwarming film, a tender family drama with a beautiful conclusion." 

THE GOOD TRAITOR –– "A suspenseful film asking weather one person can change a country's antisemitic leanings."

INTO THE DARKNESS –– "A different type of holocaust film from the viewpoint of a non-Jewish family which raises the question,  
           what would you do in their shoes?"

WET DOG –– "A fascinating film about being a young Jew growing up in a non-Jewish environment." 

HERE WE ARE –– "A charming story about letting go even though it hurts." 

GREENER PASTURES –– "What really happens when you move into a senior living facility? You’ll never believe it! Cookies anyone?"

THE UNITED STATES OF ELIE TAHARI  –– "Many of us wore his clothing. Who knew he was Jewish? A rags to riches story."

THE ADVENTURES OF SAUL BELLOW –– "A biography of one of the most renowned Jewish authors in modern time." 
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sponsors

GOLD SPONSOR
Sy Goldblatt

SILVER SPONSORS
Marsha Eisenberg

Cheryl and Steve Shapiro

BRONZE SPONSORS
Anonymous

Dr. Louis and Mrs. Milly Chaykin
Debby and Gerry Hamburg

Lori and David Liner

COPPER SPONSORS
Cheri and David Spector

Roz Goldberg
Ann and Robert Jackson

Sandi Kligman
Sandra and Ben Krause

Fran Lambert  
and Dr. Seymour Ziegelman 

Nessa and Rich Levine
Harriet and Jules Schaeffer
Judy and Alan Wertheimer

Susan and Michael Albert
Gail and Howard Banner

Ronni Bernard
Karen and Tom Bernstein

Roberta Berson and Frank Tucciarone
Sheila and Jerry Birnbaum

Cookie Bloom
Fran and Jack Braverman

Kay Delaney and Murray Bring
Barbara Brizdle

Lynn Burton
Fran and Jeff Cohen
Millie and Don Cole

Toby Deutsch
Meredith and Al Ernst

Gloria Feibus
Deborah Fineman  

and T. Michael Logan
Jean and Michael Freed

Helen Glaser
Nancy Gold

Faith and Michael Goldman
Sandy and Terry Hayden

Barbara Horowitz
Nancy and Philip Kotler

Jacki Levin 
Lisa and Bill Libman

Ellen and Henry Mason
Barbara and Philip Meltzer

Marian Moss
Robert and Andi Munzer
Janice and Jeff Newman

Susan and Kenneth Newmark
Bert Rapowitz  

and Lauri Pollack
Ronnie Riceberg  

and Dennis Zimmerman
Irene Ross 

Karen Selwyn
Tobi Leanna Schneider

Nancy and Barry Shapiro
Renee Singer

Sue and Marty Spector
Susi and Jack Steenbarger

Cheryl and Mel Taub
Bryna and Howard Tevlowitz

Janet Tolbert
Hannah and Norm Weinberg
Patti and David Wertheimer

Brian and Joan Wides

For sponsorship opportunities  
please contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113

sponsor benefits
Tax deductible amount: $1,230 individual;  
$730 corporate

• 4 tickets to Opening Night Event and Film 
• 4 tickets to Closing Event and Film 
• 20 film tickets for use at any films in  
 the series  
• 18 tickets for use at any virtual film  
 screenings in the series  
• Name and/or logo recognition on event  
 invitation, on the Jewish Film Festival  
 website, and in the commercial shown  
 prior to each film screening  
• The opportunity to sponsor a film of your  
 choice (subject to availability)
• $500 advertising credit in Federation  
 print or digital publications*  
 *Corporate benefit only 

$1,500 Copper Sponsor  
Tax deductible amount: $760 individual;  
$760 corporate

• 2 tickets to Opening Night Event and Film 
• 2 tickets to Closing Event and Film 
• 16 film tickets for use at any in-person  
 films in the series 
• 10 tickets for use at any virtual film  
 screenings in the series 
• The opportunity to sponsor a film of your  
 choice (subject to availability) 

$10,000 Gold Sponsor  
Tax deductible amount: $7,550 individual;  
$5,750 corporate

• 8 tickets to Opening Night Event and Film 
• 8 tickets to Closing Event and Film 
• 40 tickets for use at any in-person films  
 in the series | 30 tickets for use at any  
 virtual film screenings in the series  
• Name and/or logo recognition on event  
 invitation, applicable print and digital  
 publicity, and in the pre-film commercial  
 shown prior to each film screening
• $1,800 advertising credit in Federation  
 print or digital publications*  
 *Corporate benefit only 

$5,000 Silver Sponsor  
Tax deductible amount: $3,140 individual;  
$2,140 corporate

• 6 tickets to Opening Night Event and Film 
• 6 tickets to Closing Event and Film | 
• 30 tickets for use at any in-person films  
 in the series 
• 24 tickets for use at any virtual film  
 screenings in the series
• Name and/or logo recognition on event  
 invitation, applicable print and digital  
 publicity, and in the pre-film commercial  
 shown prior to each film screening | 
• $1,000 advertising credit in Federation  
 print or digital publications*  
 *Corporate benefit only 
$2,500 Bronze Sponsor  

PEWTER SPONSORS

• Name and/or logo recognition on event 
 invitation, on the Jewish Film Festival 
 website, and in the commercial shown 
  prior to each film screening

$875 Pewter Sponsor  
Tax deductible amount: $315 individual;  
$315 corporate

• 2 tickets to Opening Night Event and Film
• 2 tickets to Closing Event and Film | 
• 8 film tickets for use at any films in  
 the series 
• 6 tickets for use at any virtual film  
 screenings in the series 
• Recognition on JFF webpage

J
F

FJoin us for the 
 JFF Sponsor Brunch  

with special guest  
LIZA ASNER 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1 
11:30AM  

Michael's On East

(Continued from front cover)
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virtualscreenings

march  3 - 24, 2022

THURSDAY, MARCH 3  TIGER WITHIN 72
SUNDAY, MARCH 6  PERSIAN LESSONS 48
MONDAY, MARCH 7  THOU SHALL NOT HATE 72
TUESDAY, MARCH 8  PLAN A 72
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9  LOVE & MAZEL TOV 72
THURSDAY, MARCH 10  CODE NAME AYALON 72
SUNDAY, MARCH 13 BETRAYED 72
MONDAY, MARCH 14 UPHEAVAL: THE JOURNEY OF MENACHEM BEGIN 72
TUESDAY, MARCH 15 NEIGHBOURS 72
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 THE GOOD TRAITOR 72
THURSDAY, MARCH 17 INTO THE DARKNESS 72
SUNDAY, MARCH 20 WET DOG 72
MONDAY, MARCH 21 HERE WE ARE 72
TUESDAY, MARCH 22 GREENER PASTURES 72
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 THE UNITED STATES OF ELIE TAHARI 72
THURSDAY, MARCH 24 THE ADVENTURES OF SAUL BELLOW 72

All films will be available onlinE starting at 8am. See start days below.

DAY FILM HOURS AVAILABLE*

in-person screenings

march  2 - 13, 2022

  

 12:00PM 12:00PM 3:00PM 3:00PM 7:00PM 7:00PM
THURSDAY, MARCH 3   THOU SHALL NOT HATE PLAN A PERSIAN LESSONS LOVE & MAZEL TOV

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 CODE NAME AYALON BETRAYED NEIGHBOURS UPHEAVAL  
MONDAY, MARCH 7 THE GOOD TRAITOR INTO THE DARKNESS WET DOG HERE WE ARE NEIGHBOURS BETRAYED

TUESDAY, MARCH 8 INTO THE DARKNESS UPHEAVAL THOU SHALL NOT HATE TIGER WITHIN PERSIAN LESSONS THE GOOD TRAITOR

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 CODE NAME AYALON WET DOG UPHEAVAL LOVE & MAZEL TOV PLAN A INTO THE DARKNESS

THURSDAY, MARCH 10 WET DOG THE GOOD TRAITOR CODE NAME AYALON NEIGHBOURS HERE WE ARE THOU SHALL NOT HATE

FRIDAY, MARCH 11 TIGER WITHIN HERE WE ARE PLAN A LOVE & MAZEL TOV  

       

*per household

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 • TIGER WITHIN • 7PM • SARASOTA MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM
OPENING NIGHT

CLOSING EVENT
SUNDAY, MARCH 13 • GREENER PASTURES • 2PM • SARASOTA EVENT CENTER

We will be following #SafeArtsSarasota Covid protocols requiring a negative Covid test  
or proof of vaccine, as well as masks when not eating.

daY             screenings/time  •  regal hollywood sarasota



DAY FILM HOURS AVAILABLE*

screenings

  

 12:00PM 12:00PM 3:00PM 3:00PM 7:00PM 7:00PM
THURSDAY, MARCH 3   THOU SHALL NOT HATE PLAN A PERSIAN LESSONS LOVE & MAZEL TOV

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 CODE NAME AYALON BETRAYED NEIGHBOURS UPHEAVAL  
MONDAY, MARCH 7 THE GOOD TRAITOR INTO THE DARKNESS WET DOG HERE WE ARE NEIGHBOURS BETRAYED

TUESDAY, MARCH 8 INTO THE DARKNESS UPHEAVAL THOU SHALL NOT HATE TIGER WITHIN PERSIAN LESSONS THE GOOD TRAITOR

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 CODE NAME AYALON WET DOG UPHEAVAL LOVE & MAZEL TOV PLAN A INTO THE DARKNESS

THURSDAY, MARCH 10 WET DOG THE GOOD TRAITOR CODE NAME AYALON NEIGHBOURS HERE WE ARE THOU SHALL NOT HATE

FRIDAY, MARCH 11 TIGER WITHIN HERE WE ARE PLAN A LOVE & MAZEL TOV  

       

1301 MAIN STREET SARASOTA FL 34236
mccarvermoser.com

941.3878000

daY             screenings/time  •  regal hollywood sarasota

http://www.mccarvermoser.com
http://www.sarasotaorchestra.org


http://www.williamsparker.com
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