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All in a Day
(Cynthia Rylant. Illus. by Nikki McClure)
2009. Abrams. ISBN: 9780810983212. PreS–Gr. 1.

With poetic language and cut-paper illustrations, this
picture book folds inmessages of appreciation and
gratitude as it follows a farm boy through a day of

caring for animals and plants.

All theWorld
(Liz Garton Scanlon. Illus. byMarla Frazee)

2009. Simon & Schuster/Beach Lane. ISBN: 9781416985808. PreS–Gr. 1.

Set during a beautiful summer day, this Caldecott
Honor Book celebrates a child’s sense of

interconnectedness with people, nature, and the
wider world.

A Ball for Daisy
(Chris Raschka)

2011. RandomHouse/Schwartz &Wade. ISBN: 978037585861. PreS–K.

Masterful, wordless artwork captures a small dog’s
roller coaster of emotions as she loses a beloved toy
and then, unexpectedly, gains both a new toy and a

new friend in thismulti-award-winning title.

Be a Friend
(Salina Yoon)

2016. Bloomsbury. ISBN: 9781619639515. PreS–K.

A young boy, whose unusual way of communicating
leaves him feeling lonely at school, finds an

understanding new friend in this quiet story of
discovering commonalities and accepting differences.

Beautiful Hands
(KathrynOtoshi and Bret Baumgarten)
2015. Blue Dot. ISBN: 9780990799306. PreS–Gr. 1.

This picture book about the positive impact of
everyday acts will help start discussions about what
peace, faith, hope, and dreamsmean to kids. Pair this
with previous titles from creator Otoshi: One (2008),

Zero (2010), and Two (2014).

Because Amelia Smiled
(David Ezra Stein)

2012. Candlewick. ISBN: 9780763641696. PreS–Gr. 1.

In this story about global interconnectedness and
the impact of small gestures, a girl’s smile has
positive repercussions around the world.

Here is an additional collection of books that explore kindness concepts and social and emotional
learning. Many of the bookswe recommend have received national awards and all have been
positively reviewed by teachers & parents.

Of course, not every book is the right choice for every child. As parents and educators, youwill have
the best sense of which titles are themost suitable for the children in your families, classrooms, and
community.



Bully
(Laura Vaccaro Seeger)

2013. Roaring Brook/Neal Porter. ISBN: 9781596436305. PreS–Gr. 2.

Clever, graphic artwork illustrates this story about a
name-calling bull who discovers friendship when he

drops his bullying act.

Cookies: Bite-Size Life Lessons
(Amy Krouse Rosenthal. Illus. by JaneDyer)

2006. HarperCollins. ISBN: 9780060580810. PreS–Gr. 1.

Cookies form the child-friendly, appealing
framework for this picture book that creatively
introduces concepts such as cooperation and

patience. Follow this with the author’s companion
titles: One Smart Cookie and Sugar Cookies.

DeeDee andMe
(Amy Schwartz)

2013. Holiday House. ISBN: 9780823425242. PreS–Gr. 1.

A little sister grows tired of being bossed around by
her older sister and finds a new, assertive voice in
this pitch-perfect offering that captures authentic,
everyday sibling squabbles and reconciliations.

Fox’s Garden
(Princesse Camcam)

2014. Enchanted Lion. ISBN: 9781592701674. PreS–Gr. 1.

Dynamic, cut-paper illustrations tell this wordless
story of a boy and a fox who exchange kind offerings.

How toHeal a BrokenWing
(BobGraham)

2008. Candlewick. ISBN: 9780763639037. PreS–Gr. 1.

In a crowded, rushing city, a boy finds an injured bird
and nurses it back to health with hismother’s help.

If You Plant a Seed
(Kadir Nelson)

2015. HarperCollins/Balzer+Bray. ISBN: 9780062298898. PreS–Gr. 1.

Diverse animals discover the rewards of
cooperation as they plant a garden together in this

richly illustrated story.

JosephHad a Little Overcoat
(Simms Taback)

1999. Viking. ISBN: 9780670878550. PreS–Gr. 2.

Detailed, textured collages illustrate this Caldecott
Medal–winner about amanwho reuses fabric from
an overcoat to createmany new things. A colorful
story about finding hidden value in whatmight have

been discarded.

Kindness Is Cooler, Mrs. Ruler
(Margery Cuyler. Illus. by Sachiko Yoshikawa)
2007. Simon & Schuster. ISBN: 978-0689873447. PreS–Gr. 1.

Counting exercises add another layer of fun to this
lively picture book about a kindergarten class that

performs 100 acts of kindness.

Little Ducks Go
(Emily ArnoldMcCully)

2014. Holiday House. ISBN: 9780823429417. PreS–K.

A great choice for early readers, this title folds
themes of generosity and cooperation into a
suspenseful story about amother duck who is
separated from her brave ducklings before

they’re all rescued.

Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes
(MemFox. Illus. by HelenOxenbury)

2008. HoughtonMifflin Harcourt. ISBN: 9780152060572. PreS–K.

This playful, rhyming, celebration of babies around
the world conveys the gentle, joyous reminder that
each child belongs to the whole human family.
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