
June 2022 - Sivan/Tammuz 5782                                  jfedsrq.org                                  Volume 52, Number 6

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
FT MYERS FL
PERMIT 521

A publication of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
Klingenstein Jewish Center, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232
Annual voluntary subscription: $25

INSIDE THIS 
 ISSUE:

Shapiro Teen Engagement 
Program (STEP): A year of  
teen programming in review 

Temple Emanu-El celebrates 
return of Mitzvah Day  
with over 400 volunteers

Three local residents report 
on their visit to the Poland/
Ukraine border

Gift from Debbie and Larry Haspel  
moves Federation closer to security goal

Rendering of the completed Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life

continued on next page 

P U B L I S H E D  B Y

THE LARRY & MARY GREENSPON  
FAMILY CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE

The Jewish Federation
OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

             50 Years

By Gayle Guynup

     8  Community Focus
   12  Jewish Happenings
   20  Jewish Interest
   28  Israel & the Jewish World
   30  Commentary
   34  Focus on Youth
   39  Life Cycle

Our vision for new Jewish campus:
an island of peace in dangerous seas
By Shep Englander, Chief Executive Officer

Shep Englander

PAID POLITICAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 

DISCLAIMER
This issue of The Jewish News contains a paid 

political advertisement. The ad does not 
reflect the views of, or serve as endorsement 

by, the staff or leadership of The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

During the more than 2,000 
years that Jews have lived in 
Diaspora (outside the Land 

of Israel), no society has been a better 
host than Ameri-
ca. American de-
mocracy – with 
its emphasis on 
pluralism, moder-
ation, education, 
personal respon-
sibility, and sep-
aration of church 
and state – has 

been the safest for us and allowed us 
to contribute the most. But today, as 
American politics morphs from a spec-
tator sport toward endless, destructive 
cultural wars, there is a risk that our 
paradise may be lost. 

During the first half of my life, I 
saw lots of raw political debate, but 
America’s tradition of moderation led 
to pragmatic political compromises that 
were acceptable to most Americans. 
There were many national successes 
that made virtually every American 
proud – from landing the first human 

on the moon to bringing down the Iron 
Curtain and offering democracy to the 
world. And most Americans agreed on 
who our enemies were: those seeking 
to destroy democracy.

Many Americans now believe that 
their enemies are other Americans who 

Debbie and Larry Haspel recent-
ly made a generous $500,000 
endowment gift to The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
campus security initiative. Their dona-
tion will be used as a matching gift to 
help the Federation reach its goal of a 
minimum $1 million security endow-
ment.

“Thanks to Larry and Debbie’s 
leadership, the Federation can look to-
ward a new 21st-century campus, while 
ensuring our financial 
sustainability. As secu-
rity continues to be a 
critical need across our 
region, building a long-
term funding source is a 
necessity,” said Federa-
tion CEO Shep Englan- 
der.

Larry, an interven-
tional cardiologist and 
later a hospital administrator, and Deb-
bie, a nurse who later became a lawyer, 
have been married for 36 years. They 

have forged a wonderful life together 
here on the Gulf Coast.

Larry, originally from New York, 
moved to Chicago to 
attend medical school. 
Debbie was born and 
raised in Chicago. As his 
career progressed, Lar-
ry got into hospital ad-
ministration as CEO of 
Olympia Fields Hospital 
Center. At the time, the 
nurses were considering 
unionizing, and Larry 

was asked to listen to their concerns. 
Debbie, a nurse at Olympia Fields who 

continued on next page 
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Our vision for new Jewish campus...continued from previous page
disagree with them. Increasingly, polit-
ical compromise is seen as treason. It’s 
no accident that antisemitism is at its 
highest level since World War II. In the 
U.S. today, virulent antisemites are ris-
ing out of opposite ideologies – white 
supremacists and extreme Islamists. 
We are missing what these supposed 
opposites actually have in common. 
Both traffic in conspiracy theories to 
justify their extremism and under-
mine trust in moderation, pluralism 
and public institutions. Both hate the 
free exchange of ideas. So, opposing 
America’s drift toward fratricide is not 
just our duty as Americans, it is neces-
sary for the future of healthy American  
Jewish communities.

Jewish history has seen periods 
of our own civil fratricide. The most 
dramatic example aided the Roman 
destruction of our Second Temple in 
Jerusalem. All was lost. But one of 
our leaders, Rabbi Gamliel, devised a 
brilliant survival strategy. He moved 
the center of Jewish learning to a town 
called Yavneh, where he brought to-
gether thinkers from different camps. 
There he led the development of a new 
approach to Judaism that still benefits 
us today.

Despite what antisemites say, 
American Jews don’t have enough 

power to change the course of Amer-
ican history. But Jewish communities 
should learn from Rabbi Gamliel’s 
brilliance and create islands where 
moderation, pluralism and uncensored 
education thrive. 

This is the vision that will shape 
our new Larry & Mary Greenspon 
Family Campus for Jewish Life. The 
Campus will emphasize Abraham and 
Sarah’s Jewish cornerstone value of be-
ing welcoming to the stranger, regard-
less of their views. Jews and non-Jews 
will learn from each other at commu-
nity-wide events, lectures, life-cycle 
events, teen programs, day camp and 
more. We will use the Campus to edu-
cate about Jewish people, history and 
ideas, about Israel and about the sourc-
es of antisemitism and hatred, and con-
crete ways to fight them. 

We are grateful to the many com-
munity members who have already 
invested an inspiring $19 million in 
building this sorely needed island for 
learning and the free exchange of ideas. 
If you would like to have a hard-hat 
tour and discuss how you can be part of 
this transformation, please contact me 
(shepenglander@jfedsrq.org) or our 
Chief Advancement Officer, Hermione 
Gilpin (hgilpin@jfedsrq.org).

Debbie and Larry Haspel...continued from previous page
was studying to be a lawyer, attended 
one of those meetings.

“I was taking a negotiations class 
at the time and used my newly learned 
skills to defuse the tension and reframe 
the nurses’ concerns,” Debbie said. As 
Larry remembers it, “The meeting was 
not going very well. Debbie stepped in 
and brought the nurses’ message down 
to a level we could all understand. I 
was thankful, and more than a little im-
pressed,” Larry said.

“We started dating and it led to a 
wonderful romance and our marriage 
of 36 years,” Debbie said. The couple 
had six children, one boy and five 
girls. One daughter of blessed memo-
ry passed away. They lived in Chicago 
until January 2009, when they retired 
and moved to Sarasota to be closer to 
Debbie’s parents.

They first became involved phil-
anthropically with the Jewish Housing 
Council (now Aviva Senior Living). “I 
went to lunch with Nate Benderson, 
and the rest was history,” Larry said. 
Through Nate, the couple met Warren 
Coville, who encouraged them to get 
actively involved on the boards of var-
ious organizations. 

Debbie began serving on the Fed-
eration’s Board of Directors in 2015. 
In 2018, Larry was asked to serve on a 
committee regarding plans for the new 
campus. He joined the Board of Direc-
tors in February 2022.

“The new campus is a broad and 
bold vision,” Larry said. “It’s very 
ambitious, but the Jewish community 

is growing very rapidly in Sarasota 
and Manatee counties, so building the 
new campus at this time makes a lot of 
sense.”

Security, of course, was and is a 
major concern. “Our local Federation’s 
effort is part of a plan put together by 
the national Federation system, which 
created an agency called the Securi-
ty Community Network,” Larry ex-
plained. “That agency provides Jewish 
communities with educational and 
training resources, as well as consul-
tative services. Our Federation created 
a funding mechanism to bring some of 
these resources to our community,” he 
said.

“When the Texas hostage crisis in 
Colleyville was over, the rabbi made a 
point of saying, ‘We were not rescued. 
We escaped.’ They were able to es-
cape because of the training they had 
received from the same organization 
our Federation is working with here in 
Sarasota,” Debbie said. “If it can help 
prepare our community for acts such as 
this, we wanted to support that effort. 
We could have made a one-time gift, 
but we wanted to do it as an endow-
ment so that dollars would be there for 
years to come,” she added.

“You want to make a difference in 
a positive way, in a way that might re-
ally change someone’s life. You can’t 
change the world, but if you can make 
someone’s world a little easier and a 
little safer, that’s what it is all about,” 
she said.

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee has made it an 
annual tradition to partner with 

The Florida Holocaust Museum in St. 
Petersburg to present the prestigious 
Anne Frank Humanitarian Award to 
18 well-deserving high school juniors 
from public and private schools in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

Principals and guidance counsel-
ors from five counties (Hillsborough, 
Pasco and Pinellas, in addition to Sara-
sota and Manatee) nominate students 
who have made a conscious decision 
to better the lives of other individuals 
or groups both inside and outside of 
school activities. Award recipients are 
then recognized at their schools as well 
as at a group celebratory reception at 
the museum. 

This year’s awards were present-
ed by Federation volunteers, includ-
ing Generations After group members 
and former teachers. I recently had the 
honor and pleasure of personally pre-

We 
want 
to hear 
YOURS!
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L’Chayim

Anne Frank Humanitarian Award recipients are honored
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee has made it an 
annual tradition to partner with 

The Florida Holocaust Museum in St. 
Petersburg to present the prestigious 
Anne Frank Humanitarian Award to 
18 well-deserving high school juniors 
from public and private schools in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

Principals and guidance counsel-
ors from five counties (Hillsborough, 
Pasco and Pinellas, in addition to Sara-
sota and Manatee) nominate students 
who have made a conscious decision 
to better the lives of other individuals 
or groups both inside and outside of 
school activities. Award recipients are 
then recognized at their schools as well 
as at a group celebratory reception at 
the museum. 

This year’s awards were present-
ed by Federation volunteers, includ-
ing Generations After group members 
and former teachers. I recently had the 
honor and pleasure of personally pre-

senting the award to Nora Mitchell, 
this year’s recipient from Booker High 
School.

According to Lem Andrews, Col-
lege and Career Advisor for Booker 
High School who nominated Nora, 
“From the day she arrived on our cam-
pus, Nora has shown ongoing initia-
tive, leadership and dedication while 
serving our school and community. 
Every day she devotes herself, with 
sustained compassion and concern for 
others, to building community. She 
has earned the respect of her peers and 
our staff. She is a selfless and humble 
young lady who embodies the values 
of an Anne Frank Humanitarian Award 
recipient!”

Nora is all that and more. Upon 
receiving the award, she shared, “It is 
so humbling to receive this award be-
cause, unlike other honors, this award 
does not recognize that you are sim-
ply a good student. Beyond that, it  
acknowledges great people. I am be-

yond honored that the committee be-
lieved I had the character that was 
worthy of an award in Anne Frank’s 
name and legacy. I am truly not worthy 
of such a high honor, and I am incredi-
bly lucky to have been recognized.

“The committee has recognized me 
for my social justice work in advocat-
ing for BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and 
People of Color) students’ educational 
rights, which is incredibly important to 
me, as I believe that my life should be 
dedicated to service. Nothing is more 

rewarding to me than fighting for fel-
low students of color like myself.”

Indeed, Nora and all the extraordi-
nary recipients of the Anne Frank Hu-
manitarian Award remind us of John 
F. Kennedy’s uplifting and hopeful  
quotation: “Children are the world’s 
most valuable resource and its best 
hope for the future.” 

For more information about the 
Federation’s Holocaust Education and 
Programming, contact me at bzaret@
jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

Bette Zaret with Anne Frank Award recipient Nora Mitchell  
and Booker High School College and Career Advisor Lem Andrews
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Major charities in the world were represented  
at the Poland/Ukraine border

3 local voices share perspectives on Ukraine crisis
As the conflict in Ukraine enters 

its third month, three members 
of our Sarasota-Manatee Jew-

ish community who have been most 
personally engaged with addressing 
the crisis shared their thoughts and ex-
periences with us. We are grateful to 
them for their efforts on behalf of the 
Ukrainian Jewish community.
Dr. Benjamin Sachs
The world’s major charities are gath-
ered at the border to assist Ukrainians 
fleeing the violence of Russia’s brutal 
invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
which has caused Europe’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis since World War II. 
Tens of thousands of civilians have 
been killed and maimed, cities leveled 
and lives destroyed. Over 5.5 million 
people have fled Ukraine, and another 
6.5 million have been displaced inside 
the war-torn country.

World Jewry is facing the great-
est challenge for a generation. An es-
timated 200,000-300,000 Jews live in 
Ukraine, many of whom are elderly 
and unable to easily flee their bombed-

out cities. In addition, with a rise in an-
tisemitism, Jews no longer feel safe in 
Russia.

Historically, Ukraine has been 
hostile to Jews. However, we need to 
appreciate the rebirth of Jewish com-
munities in Ukraine since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. I was a personal 
witness to this rebirth in the city of Dni-
pro, led by Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky 
and with the help of Boston’s Jewish 
Federation. Today, Rabbi Kaminetsky 
is leading a non-sectarian humanitari-
an aid program, as Dnipro struggles to 
support hundreds of thousands of inter-
nally displaced Ukrainians.

Since their foundation, The Joint 
Distribution Committee (1914) and 
The Jewish Agency for Israel (1929) 
have rescued many Jewish lives, in-
cluding the remnants of our people 
who walked out of the “valley of the 
shadow of death.” Please contribute to 
these organizations as they once again 
meet the challenges facing our people 
in Ukraine and Russia.

Am Yisrael Chai! 
Dr. Benjamin Sachs is a passionate 
local advocate for Ukrainian relief, 
having developed many personal and 
professional relationships with mem-
bers of Ukrainian Jewish communities, 
particularly in Dnipro, after his deep 
involvement with the Boston Jewish 
Community Relations Council. 

* * * 
Simone Knego
It was an honor to travel to the 
Ukrainian border with The Jewish 
Federations of North America (JFNA). 

Seeing women and children cross the 
border, carrying only their most im-
portant possessions, truly puts things 
into perspective. Although what I saw 
was heart wrenching, the bright light 
was seeing the volunteers and the work 
that is being done by our partner agen-
cies because of your support and dona-
tions. Every dollar that you have given 
is making a difference.
Simone Knego, a member of The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
board and the JFNA Board of Trustees, 
recently returned from a JFNA Mission 
to the Ukrainian border.

* * * 
Betty Jean (BJ) Bavar
As our Joint Distribu-
tion Committee (JDC) 
group walked up to the 
Poland/Ukraine border, 
we were amazed to see 
all the major charities 
in the world represent-
ed there. This was a 
small moment of light 
in what would be the 
most heartbreaking trip 
I have ever taken. We 

visited four refugee centers in Lublin 
and Warsaw, and we talked with the 
elderly, with young and middle-aged 
women, and with children. We saw 
warehouses of goods sent from abroad, 
nursery schools set up in the refugee 
centers, and people who were trauma-
tized by losing everything in their lives. 
They crossed the border with only a 
bag or small suitcase holding their 
belongings. Imagine what it would be 
like to be them!
BJ, a JDC National Board Member 
and a resident of Longboat Key, re-
cently returned from a JDC Mission to 
the Ukrainian border.

A massive 24/7 volunteer humanitarian effort is occurring at the Poland/Ukraine border. Pictured are 
Simone Knego (center) with JFNA staff member Ed Finkel; volunteer Dr. Neil Scheier, an internist 

tending to the medical needs of refugees; Arie Levy, President of Rescuers Without Borders;  
and Rachel Scheier, University of Cincinnati Hillel Executive Director.

The Jewish Agency for Israel has put a rescue operation in place  
at the border to expedite aliyah for Ukrainian Jews
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Relief funds needed  
to support and save the lives of  
           Jewish families in Ukraine.

Overall, the Federation system has raised more than $50 million for relief efforts.  
Some examples of the impact:
 • 34,000 people have been served through the JDC
 • 2,415 people have received medical assistance
 • 12,276 people have been evacuated to other countries
 • 1,800 people have been treated using telemedicine at Israel’s field hospital
 • 11 emergency hotlines have been set up
 • Over 11,500 olim have come to Israel from Ukraine and Russia
 • 18 facilities have been operated at 5 border crossings

Visit  JFEDS.org/CrisisInUkraine  
to learn more and make  
your contribution today.
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Federation is seeking your input
with Past ~ Present ~ Future survey
By Trudi Krames, Director of Programming and Community Outreach

‘Appeal to God’ sculpture will have
home on new Federation campus
By Bette Zaret, Holocaust Education and Programming

In the world of theater they say, 
“That’s a wrap!” The 2021-22 
season is in the books, and once 

again, our Federation’s program de-
partment provided a range of meaning-
ful engagement opportunities to meet 
our community members “where they 
were” with hybrid events allowing for  
both in-person and virtual participation. 

As we look to the 2022-23 season, 
we are eager to learn how to best serve 
your interests and needs.

Please take a few minutes to par-
ticipate in a survey that’s more detailed 
than in previous years. We ask you to 
reflect on the past year of program-
ming and share constructive feedback. 
Additionally, as we emerge from the 
constraints of the pandemic and be-
gin planning a season of in-person 
programming, it’s time we leverage 
the findings of our 2019 demographic 
survey, completed just a few months 
before we were forced to pivot to com-
pletely virtual programming.

As a reminder, here’s a bit of what 
we learned about the Sarasota-Manatee 
Jewish community: We are growing 
fast, staying in town longer, and liv-
ing further north and south. More are 

looking to engage Jewishly outside of 
a synagogue, and over half say social 
justice causes are important to them. 
Our community is getting younger, 
with the number of Jewish children 
more than doubling in the last 20 years. 
Nearly 20% of Jewish households in-
clude individuals who are not Jewish. 
With respect to Israel, nearly 90% of 
our community feels a connection, and 
well over 50% have been to Israel at 
least once. Our community is increas-
ingly worried (nearly 80%) about the 
rise in antisemitism, with 27% person-
ally having experienced antisemitism 
in the previous three years. 

Our 2019 demographic survey can 
help point us in the right direction for 
long-term planning. Additionally, an 
annual survey (not scientifically valid, 
but still very useful!) can help us get 
a snapshot of who we are and how we 
want to broaden our connections with 
each other, our engagement with soci-
ety and our understanding of the world.

Here’s a sneak peek at some of the 
ideas we’re exploring for the next pro-
gram season:

Israel @ 75 – In 2023, Israel will 
celebrate its 75th anniversary, so you 

can be sure that Israel will be a strong 
thread throughout the year through 
films, speakers, authors and more!

Cohorts & Ambassadors – Most 
of us interact daily with someone 
who’s not Jewish – whether a neigh-
bor, golf partner, classmate, grandchild 
or colleague. Do you feel comfortable 
having a conversation or answering a 
question about antisemitism or Israel? 
Many of us don’t. We are looking at 
ways we can help you feel more confi-
dent and equipped to bring your Jewish 
self and your Jewish voice into those 
conversations and spaces in a construc-
tive way.

Please help us shape the future 
season of Federation programming by 
completing our new Programs Survey: 
Past ~ Present ~ Future at jfedsrq.org/
programsurvey. Your participation will 
help us ensure we’re innovating in the 
right direction to provide meaningful 
engagement opportunities for all. 

We would love to hear feedback all 
year long, so please always feel free to 
contact me at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 
941.706.0037. For more information 
about our Federation programs, visit 
jfedsrq.org/events.

Earlier this year, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Man-
atee received a special gift from 

Dr. Helen N. Fagin, Holocaust survi-
vor, internationally recognized scholar 
and educator. Sarasota is fortunate to 
have been her home for many years un-
til her death at the age of 104 in March 
of this year.

Shortly before her passing, Helen 
donated a magnificent marble sculp-
ture designed by her beloved husband 
Sidney, of blessed memory, to our Fed-
eration. The piece, entitled “Appeal 
to God,” was a favorite of Helen’s as 
Sidney used his own hand as the mod-
el. Helen’s family and the Federation 
have agreed that the piece will be dis-
played in the Federation’s new Larry & 
Mary Greenspon Family Campus for  

Jewish Life upon the campus’ comple-
tion. While the campus is under con-
struction, the sculpture is on display at 
New College of Florida.

Helen dedicated much of her life 
to ensuring that the lessons of the Ho-
locaust are taught in classrooms and 
museums around the world. Locally, 
she helped launch the Federation’s Ho-
locaust Speakers Bureau. She stepped 
forward at a time when survivors were 
just starting to speak about the horrors 
of their experiences. Today, the Federa-
tion continues to present the Holocaust 

Speakers Bureau, coordinating efforts 
with area survivors and their descen-
dants and enabling them to share their 
stories with 2,000 students on average 
each year.

We are so grateful that this sculp-
ture will serve as a permanent reminder 
of Helen’s significant contributions to 
our global community.

For more information about the 
Federation’s Holocaust Education and 
Programming, contact me at bzaret@
jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

Created by Stanley Fagin z”l in 1985, this 
sculpture was donated by Dr. Helen Fagin z”l  

for the Federation’s new campus

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE   941.363.6507
OFFICE    941.349.3444

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242

Valuable market insights
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3 local voices share perspectives on Ukraine crisis
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ADL reports that antisemitic incidents  
in the U.S. increased by 34% in 2021

Robert and Esther Heller

CRConnectonnect

By David J. Millstone, Chair, Robert and Esther Heller Community Relations Committee

Last month, the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) released its an-
nual Audit of Antisemitic Inci-

dents, which reports that antisemitic 
incidents throughout the United States 
grew by 34%. The number of incidents 

in 2021 – 2,717, 
more than seven 
per day – is at 
the highest level 
since ADL began 
tracking antise-
mitic incidents in 
1979. 

According to 
the 2021 Audit, 

Florida was the state with the fourth 
highest number of antisemitic inci-
dents. Over the past four years, the 
number of incidents in Florida has in-
creased by 150%, well above the na-
tional average. The three states with 
more incidents than Florida, in order, 
were New York, New Jersey and Cali-
fornia. These four states accounted for 
slightly more than 50% of all reported 
incidents.

The incidents in Florida in 2021 
were spread across the state from Key 
West in the south to Tallahassee and 
Jacksonville in the north. There were 
incidents on both the west and east 
coasts, with the largest concentration 
in Southeast Florida. Slightly over 
20% involved vandalism. Some exam-
ples include:

 � Swastikas were etched into the en-
tranceway arch to a Jewish ceme-
tery in Sarasota.

 � One of the monuments on the Fed-
eration campus in Sarasota was 
vandalized.

 � In Melbourne, the words “Kill the 
Jews” were spray-painted on the 
road in a residential neighborhood.

 � In Miami, a 9/11 memorial was 
spray-painted with the message 
“The Jews Did This.”

 � In St. Petersburg, The Florida Ho-
locaust Museum was spray-painted 
with the words “Jews are guilty.”
Harassment incidents, included 

leafletting and verbal harassment, 
made up the majority of the incidents 

in Florida. The Sarasota-Manatee area 
experienced at least seven incidents of 
harassment. 

One of the significant findings 
was the increase in the number of vi-
olent incidents. In 2021 there were 88 
antisemitic assaults with 131 victims. 

The number of assaults was up 167%, 
but the number of victims increased a 
whopping 219% over 2020. Only one 
incident of assault was in Florida, at 
the University of Florida in Gaines-
ville, where a group of Jewish students 
were assaulted with a BB gun when ex-
iting Hillel.

The year 2021 also saw substan-
tial growth in the number of incidents 
based upon anti-Zionism or anti-Israel 
attitudes. Those incidents spiked in the 
month of May during Israel’s conflict 
with Hamas in Gaza. Some examples 
include:

 � In Los Angeles, a pro-Palestinian 
caravan stopped near a restaurant 
in the trendy Beverly Grove shop-
ping and dining area. According to 
witnesses, people in the caravan 
threw bottles and chanted “death 
to Jews” and “free Palestine.” A 
video of the event shows several 
men leaping from the vehicles and 
charging the diners. Two of the 
perpetrators were charged with a 
hate crime.

 � In New York, a Jewish accountant 
wearing a yarmulke was walking 
to a rally in support of Israel when 
he was attacked by several men 
who knocked him to the ground 
and kicked and punched him while 
shouting antisemitic remarks. He 
was maced and pepper-sprayed, 
and he ended up with a concussion. 

The perpetrators were charged 
with a hate crime.

 � In New York on the same day, a 
firework was flung from a truck 
full of Palestinian flag-waving pro-
testors, landing near a 55-year-old 
woman who was burned.
According to the FBI, approxi-

mately 60% of religious hate crimes 
are anti-Jewish year after year. In 
terms of raw numbers, Jews are second 
only to African Americans in the num-
ber of hate crimes perpetrated against 
them. On a per capita basis, Jews 
are the most targeted group for hate 
crimes in the U.S. according to Honest  
Reporting.

The Florida Attorney General’s an-
nual report on hate crimes shows that 
22 of 26 religious hate crimes in Flori-
da in 2020 were against Jews.

There has been no letup in 2022. 
In January, members of the neo-Nazi 
National Socialist Movement and the 
antisemitic Goyim Defense League 
held a roadside event in Orlando. They 
held antisemitic signs and chanted “No 
more Jews” and “White power” while 
giving Hitler salutes. Three partici-
pants who assaulted a Jewish passerby 
were arrested and charged with a hate 
crime. 

Here in Sarasota, there have been 
multiple incidents of antisemitic leaf-
letting.

David Millstone

continued on next page
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The perpetrators were charged 
with a hate crime.

 � In New York on the same day, a 
firework was flung from a truck 
full of Palestinian flag-waving pro-
testors, landing near a 55-year-old 
woman who was burned.
According to the FBI, approxi-

mately 60% of religious hate crimes 
are anti-Jewish year after year. In 
terms of raw numbers, Jews are second 
only to African Americans in the num-
ber of hate crimes perpetrated against 
them. On a per capita basis, Jews 
are the most targeted group for hate 
crimes in the U.S. according to Honest  
Reporting.

The Florida Attorney General’s an-
nual report on hate crimes shows that 
22 of 26 religious hate crimes in Flori-
da in 2020 were against Jews.

There has been no letup in 2022. 
In January, members of the neo-Nazi 
National Socialist Movement and the 
antisemitic Goyim Defense League 
held a roadside event in Orlando. They 
held antisemitic signs and chanted “No 
more Jews” and “White power” while 
giving Hitler salutes. Three partici-
pants who assaulted a Jewish passerby 
were arrested and charged with a hate 
crime. 

Here in Sarasota, there have been 
multiple incidents of antisemitic leaf-
letting.

This series highlights mission-based 
programs and projects that are sup-
ported by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. These ini-
tiatives are funded by the Annual 
Campaign. The series helps to ex-
plain where your generous dollars 
are spent and features initiatives 
that enrich the lives of Jews living 
in Sarasota-Manatee, local projects 
with area partners, and overseas 
programs that support the social and 
humanitarian needs of Jews in Israel 
and around the world. Your generous 
support is found in our tenet… To 
strengthen Jewish life and identity 
in our community. (See the article 
below.)

WhereWhere
Your Your 
Dollars Dollars 
GoGo

One Day, One Community, 
One Mission
By Hermione Gilpin, Chief Advancement Officer

The Giving Challenge 2022 
marked another tremendous 
day for The Jewish Federa-

tion of Sarasota-Manatee. On April 
26 and 27, we took part in this 24-hour 
community philanthropy event 
presented by The Community 
Foundation of Sarasota County. 
The Federation raised almost 
$46,000 from 265 donors, in-
cluding matching dollars from 
The Patterson Foundation. 

The energy of that day was 
overwhelming, especially as 
April marks the end of our sea-
son in Sarasota, the moment when we 
have to say goodbye to so many of our 
supporters who leave for the summer 
months. Instead of a typical farewell, 
we had the chance to say “Thank You” 
once again for all they make possible 
for our Federation. 

The dollars raised during The 

Giving Challenge support our ongo-
ing commitment to building a strong 
community and a better life for Jews 
at home, in Israel and throughout the 
world. Whether that means celebrating 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut at The 
Bay, building The Lar-
ry & Mary Greenspon 
Family Campus for Jew-
ish Life, or providing 
supplies and transporta-
tion for Ukrainian Jews, 
our Federation is work-
ing every day with local, 
national and internation-

al leaders to guarantee the vibrancy of 
our Jewish community. Your support 
helps our work blossom and grow to 
impact our region. 

If you want to learn more about 
how you can further your impact at the 
Federation, I urge you to reach out to 
me at hgilpin@jfedsrq.org.

CRConnect...continued from previous page
What can you do as an individual?

 � Report antisemitic bias or discrim-
inatory incidents to Federation 
(tbaugher@securecommunitynet-
work.org) and the Anti-Defamation 
League (adl.org/reportincident).

 � Urge your Florida and federal leg-
islators to make significant invest-
ments in securing our synagogues 
and Jewish schools.

 � Learn more about antisemitism 
and extremism.

 � Understand the common myths be-
hind antisemitism.

What is Federation doing?
 � Federation’s Security Director, 

Tom Baugher, assists Jewish com-
munity institutions with security 
and works with area police author-
ities on both preventing and deal-
ing with antisemitic incidents.

 � The Heller Community Relations 
Committee (CRC) has provided 
training on antisemitism to every 
police officer in the Sarasota Police 
Department and is exploring work-
ing with other law enforcement 
officials in Sarasota and Manatee 
counties.

 � The CRC has made presentations 
to both Jewish and non-Jewish 
community groups about antisem-
itism and is available to do so for 

other interested groups. Contact 
either Lindsey Mintz, Federation 
Director of Community Engage-
ment (lmintz@jfedsrq.org), or me 
(CRCchair@jfedsrq.org) if you 
would like to learn about schedul-
ing a program for your organiza-
tion.

 � We write and publish the CRCon-
nect column each month to provide 
information about antisemitism 
and to dispel myths and provide 
support for Israel.
As part of its charter, the CRC 

works to support Israel and fight an-
tisemitism. If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions or are inter-
ested in the CRC, please contact me at 
CRCchair@jfedsrq.org. 
David Millstone retired from the pri-
vate practice of law with a major inter-
national law firm in 2014 and became 
a Florida resident the following year. 
He is on the board of The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee where he 
serves as Secretary and Chair of the 
Community Relations Committee. He 
is also a Trustee of the Anti-Defama-
tion League Foundation. Any opinions 
expressed in this article are those of 
Mr. Millstone and not necessarily those 
of The Jewish News or The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

continued on next page

Protect yourself  
from internet fraud
Tom Baugher, Jewish Community Security Director

Each morning, thousands of 
scammers wake up with the 
goal of defrauding people on 

the internet. For many of these crimi-
nals, this is their full-time business – 
and business is good. In 2021, the FBI 
received approximately 839,500 com-
plaints of internet fraud with a total 
loss of $6.9 billion dollars! Florida is 
second only to California in the num-
ber of victims. Below are a few tips 
and red flags to help you avoid becom-
ing one of their victims.

 � Be suspicious of an email that tries 
to convey a sense of urgency or 
alarm and induce you to take quick 
action.

 � Do not buy gift cards to pay off 
a debt; only give them as gifts to 
people you know. 

 � The U.S. government will NEVER 
contact you via email and request 
an immediate payment to resolve 
an issue. 

 � Do not use cryptocurrency to pay 
someone you do not personally 
know.

 � Do not click a link in an unsoli- 
cited text message or email that 
asks you to update, check or verify 
your account information.

 � If you receive an unexpected email 
from a familiar vendor or company 
that requests action, do not click a 
hyperlink or open an attachment. 
Contact the company on a known 
phone number or known email ad-
dress (not one that is listed in the 
suspicious email) and seek clarifi-
cation. 

 � Carefully scrutinize all electronic 
requests for a payment or transfer 
of funds.

 � Be suspicious of an email that is 
written with improper grammar or 
unusual syntax.

 � Be suspicious of an email that 
promises large investment returns.
If you do find yourself a victim 

of internet-related fraud, or attempted 
fraud, please file a complaint at ic3.
gov. If you lose money, time is of the 
essence. Report the fraud immediately 
to your bank or the vendor of the gift 
card, and to law enforcement. Finan-
cial losses related to a wire transfer can 
sometimes be recalled if acted upon 
quickly. 

Good luck and be safe when on-
line! For more information, please con-
tact me at 773.828.6583 or tbaugher@
jfedsrq.org.

For dozens of photos from  
the Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration  

on May 5, please see page 28.

The 2022 Giving Challenge is presented by the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County with 
giving strengthened by The Patterson Foundation.

941.371.4546   |   jfedsrq.org

Thank YouThank You
forfor YourYour

  SupportSupport

Together, we raised almost $46,000 in  
24 hours to continue our critical work of building  

a strong community and better lives for Jews  
at home, in Israel, and throughout the world.

Special thanks to The Community Foundation  
of Sarasota County and The Patterson Foundation for  
making this important philanthropic event possible.

mailto:hgilpin@jfedsrq.org
mailto:tbaugher@securecommunitynet-work.org
mailto:tbaugher@securecommunitynet-work.org
mailto:tbaugher@securecommunitynet-work.org
mailto:lmintz@jfedsrq.org
mailto:CRCchair@jfedsrq.org
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www.jfedsrq.org
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The Kehillah  
Collaborative 

brings together 
Jewish organizations in  

Sarasota-Manatee to share ideas, 
work together  

on programming  
and host  

collaborative events.

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at  
tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941-706-0037.

In Hebrew, the word Kehillah  
means community.  

Kehillah Collaborative
Building Jewish Life Through Community

Sa
ra

sota-Manatee

Chabad

 

Kehillah Collaborative: Temple and Organization Spotlight

Chabad of Bradenton  
& Lakewood Ranch

National Council  
of Jewish Women

In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  
For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

By Chanie Bukiet

Chabad of Bradenton & Lake-
wood Ranch is an organization 
that provides social, education-

al, recreational and religious program-
ming. Chabad is a place where every 
Jew, affiliated or unaffiliated, observant 
or not, can come and feel comfortable. 
It welcomes every Jew regardless of 
educational background or religious 
affiliation.

Rabbi Mendy and Chanie Bukiet, 
spiritual leaders of Chabad of Braden-
ton & Lakewood Ranch, established 
the organization in August 2004. They 
carried the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s mes-
sage of unconditional love to every 
Jew.

Today, Chabad boasts a multitude 
of programs, each geared to specific 
populations within the Jewish commu-
nity. Chabad has weekly Friday night 
services as well as Shabbat morning 
services followed by a Kiddush lun-
cheon.

Chabad’s thriving Hebrew School, 
CTeen and CKids programs service the 
growing young families in Manatee 
County. Its Bar & Bat Mitzvah Discov-
ery Courses prepare children as they 
embark into Jewish adulthood.

Several Friday night dinners each 
year provide a warm Shabbat atmo-

sphere to participants.
Holiday programs are always a big 

deal at Chabad. Themed and interna-
tional, large and small, Chabad always 
organizes a variety of exciting and cre-
ative programs for each holiday.

The Jewish Women’s Circle in-
cludes various social and educational 
events. 

Following the guidance of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Mendy and 
Chanie know it is not enough to worry 
about the spirituality of the Jewish com-
munity but they must ensure that the 
physical needs of the community are 
fulfilled as well. To that end, Chabad’s 
Sunshine Committee, hospital and pris-
on visitations and crisis counseling offer 
help at a time when it’s most needed.

Chabad has a wonderful commu-
nity of warm, dedicated and friendly 
people who have found a home away 
from home. Chabad is truly a family.

The Chabad House is located in 
Lakewood Ranch at 5712 Lorraine 
Road. 

For more information, please call 
941.752.3030, visit chabadofbradenton 
.com, email info@chabadobradenton 
.com, or check out the Chabad of Bra-
denton & Lakewood Ranch Facebook 
page.

Learn more about 
Temple Beth Sholom and  

Brandeis National Committee  
in the July 2022 issue.

The National Council of Jewish 
Women (NCJW) is a volun-
teer organization that has been 

at the forefront of social change for 
more than a century – championing the 
needs of women, children and families 
while courageously taking a progres-
sive stance on such issues as child wel-
fare, women’s rights and reproductive 
freedom.

That pioneering spirit continues 
to this day. Informed by Jewish val-
ues – and our understanding that these 
values have universal appeal – NCJW 
members are the voice of those who 
are overlooked, disadvantaged and ex-
ploited. Together, we have created a 
place where women from every walk 
of life can come together to make the 
world a better place – at home and 
across the globe.

NCJW embraces women of di-
verse backgrounds and temperaments, 

thinkers and doers, who want to bring 
change at the local, national and global 
level.

The Sarasota-Manatee section of 
NCJW is involved in numerous proj-
ects, including Blankee Bee, HIPPY 
(Home Instruction of Parents with 
Preschool Youngsters), Book Drive, 
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship 
Awards and the annual Women In 
Power Luncheon.

The chapter’s Book Club meets 
from October through June for lively, 
intellectual and respectful book dis-
cussions. Books selected by the group 
most often are fiction covering a wide 
range of topics and have a high rating 
by book review sites. Discussions are 
led by the member who recommended 
the book.

For more information, please call 
941.342.1855 or visit ncjwsarasota- 
manatee.org.

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

FEDw
e 
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Educating Jewish Minds

Your Federation is dedicated to educating Jewish minds — from Holocaust and civil rights 
education to Israeli history and advocacy through our Heller CRC, to reaching young children  

and their parents through PJ Library, to an array of adult education offerings.  We also take great 
pride in educating the interfaith community on Jewish history and antisemitism.

jfedsrq.org   •   941.371.4546

mailto:tkrames@jfedsrq.org
mailto:tkrames@jfedsrq.org
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CHRISTOPHER S. LITTLE, M.D. and STEVEN W. FINEMAN, M.D.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. EXTRAORDINARY CARE.

Call (941) 954-9990 
Visit www.sarasotapersonalmedicine.com

A concierge practice devoted to internal medicine and wellness.

Kehillah Collaborative: Temple and Organization Spotlight
In each issue of The Jewish News, we will spotlight one local temple and one local organization that are participating in the Kehillah Collaborative initiative.  

For more information, contact Trudi Krames at tkrames@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0037.

thinkers and doers, who want to bring 
change at the local, national and global 
level.

The Sarasota-Manatee section of 
NCJW is involved in numerous proj-
ects, including Blankee Bee, HIPPY 
(Home Instruction of Parents with 
Preschool Youngsters), Book Drive, 
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship 
Awards and the annual Women In 
Power Luncheon.

The chapter’s Book Club meets 
from October through June for lively, 
intellectual and respectful book dis-
cussions. Books selected by the group 
most often are fiction covering a wide 
range of topics and have a high rating 
by book review sites. Discussions are 
led by the member who recommended 
the book.

For more information, please call 
941.342.1855 or visit ncjwsarasota- 
manatee.org.

USF students riveted by 
local Holocaust survivor
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

Earlier this year, a swastika al-
legedly drawn on the forehead 
of a Jewish pledge during a fra-

ternity initiation ceremony at Univer-
sity of South Florida (USF) in Tampa 
caused an uproar on campus. The uni-
versity subsequently suspended the 

fraternity until a 
thorough inves-
tigation could be 
completed.

The situation 
prompted Rabbi 
Pinny Backman 
of USF Chabad 
to invite Helga 
Melmed, a prom-

inent 94-year-old Holocaust survivor 
living in Venice, to speak at the school. 
The rabbi felt that the chance to hear 
her compelling story would enable  
students to better understand why such 
acts are so offensive to the Jewish com-
munity.

Speaking before an overflow 
crowd of attentive students at USF’s 
700-seat Oval Theater, Helga shared 
how she’d experienced a good life in 
Berlin until Hitler rose to power in 
1933 and Jews were then subjected to 
increasingly harsh restrictions. 

When her family was forcibly 
removed to Lodz, Poland, German 
soldiers shot her father to death for 
amusement. Her mother became weak 
and died after giving her food to Helga.

Eventually sent to Auschwitz, 
Helga was petrified she would die in 
the gas chambers. Though spared this 
fate, she slept close to the crematorium 
where the smell of burning human flesh 
became forever etched in her memory.

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

After transports to several other 
camps and then barely surviving a 
death march in freezing temperatures, 
she contracted tuberculosis and typhus 
in Bergen-Belsen. When British sol-
diers liberated the camp, she weighed 
46 pounds.

Helga’s occasional humor during 
the presentation endeared her to the 
students. When a childhood photo ap-
peared on a screen, she remarked, “I 
was pretty cute then.”

Rabbi Backman said the president 
of the offending fraternity, who attend-
ed the event along with other members, 
expressed appreciation to him for hold-
ing it.

“My challenge as a rabbi and ed-
ucator on campus,“ explained Rabbi 
Blackman, “was how to take a nega-
tive antisemitic incident that took place 
at USF and turn it into a positive and 
teachable moment to educate the larger 
student body about the horrors of the 

Holocaust and what hate can 
lead to.”

Jan Alston, a longtime Ho-
locaust survivor case manager 
with JFCS of the Suncoast’s 
Jewish Healing Program (par-
tially sponsored by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Mana-
tee), has known Helga for many 
years, She said, “What a won-
derful person Helga is. I feel so 
privileged to know her as a client 
and a friend. Her life story teach-
es us many important lessons.”

After sharing that she remained in 
Europe for a couple of years after the 
war, Helga spoke of coming to Amer-
ica, becoming a nurse, being married 
for 65 years and having four children. 
She concluded by telling the students 
that the Holocaust “happened because 
of hate. Hate is a terrible thing. We are 
all different, but among all people we 
must learn to respect each other and 
must learn that ignorance is not bliss. 
Ignorance is ignorance. Let’s stop hat-
ing and start loving.”
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Helga Melmed and Jan Alston
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Educating Jewish Minds

Your Federation is dedicated to educating Jewish minds — from Holocaust and civil rights 
education to Israeli history and advocacy through our Heller CRC, to reaching young children  

and their parents through PJ Library, to an array of adult education offerings.  We also take great 
pride in educating the interfaith community on Jewish history and antisemitism.

jfedsrq.org   •   941.371.4546
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Honor Cards require a minimum  
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NCJW Sarasota-Manatee section presents  
five scholarships to non-traditional students
Maimonides tells us the high-

est form of charity, or tzeda-
kah, is providing someone 

with help so that they don’t need to 
depend on others in the future. The 
National Council of Jewish Women’s 
(NCJW) Scholarship Program for 
Non-Traditional Students has done just 
this for 22 years. In the last five years, 

it has awarded more than $70,000 in 
scholarships to 27 non-traditional stu-
dents returning to complete their col-
lege educations in the face of awesome 
personal and family challenges.

The NCJW Non-Traditional Schol-
arship is solely funded by community 
donations. 

Last month, NCJW awarded five 

more scholarships to students attend-
ing Keiser University, Galen College 
and Rasmussen University. This year’s 
recipients were chosen through a com-
petitive selection process. 

Non-Traditional Students – who 
are over 24 and have been out of school 
for five years or more – are often heads 
of families working several jobs to 
balance their education and family re-
sponsibilities. 

“We are grateful to all our sponsors 
who make these scholarship awards 
possible,” said Cecelia Horwitz, Chair 
of the NCJW Sarasota-Manatee Schol-
arship Committee. “From individual 
donors to family trusts and corporate 

donors, everything counts – especially 
seeing how these grants can change the 
lives of the recipients. This is clearly 
demonstrated by our awards ceremony 
keynote speaker, Dr. Neshia McClen-
don, a two-time NCJW scholarship 
recipient who completed her B.S. in 
nursing and then her doctorate, demon-
strating the real impact that can be 
made by our program.”

If you know someone who may 
qualify for the NCJW Scholarship Pro-
gram for Non-Traditional Students or 
want to make a donation, please email 
scholarship@ncjwsarasota-manatee.
org.I T A L I A N  B A K E R Y

941.926.8422
2732 Stickney Point Road

BEST 
LOCAL 

BAKERY

Paisano’s

PaisanosItalianBakery.com

2021
WINNER

Temple Sinai welcomes 
the Intercity Bridge Club
By Gail Glickman

Temple Sinai opens its doors ev-
ery Monday and Tuesday from 
1:00 to 4:45 p.m. to the local 

Intercity Bridge Club, welcoming all 
members of the community who wish 
to play bridge. Fully sanctioned by the 
American Contract Bridge League, the 
club meets at Temple Sinai for open 
and limited games and is the longest 
running bridge club in Sarasota. No 
reservation is required and everyone 
is invited to play for a nominal cost of 
$10 per session. Come to play either 
with or without a partner. If the indi-
vidual does not have a partner, it is 
possible to contact the bridge club to 
arrange for a partner.

Marvin Rosen, a longtime member 
of Temple Sinai, currently serves as 
president of the club’s Board of Trust-
ees. He has been on the board for six 
years and was elected president four 
years ago. While the club operates 
independently, play has been at Tem-
ple Sinai for almost 10 years. Marvin 
said, “The club has been in existence 

for over 60 years and located at various 
Sarasota venues. Temple Sinai is the 
best venue we have ever had!” 

Having the bridge games at Tem-
ple Sinai welcomes club members to 
the synagogue to see the vibrant activ-
ity that occurs there. For example, in 
addition to the bridge games, players 
notice The Gan Early Learning Center 
bustling with children, adult learning 
courses and monthly programs taking 
place for the Women of Sinai Sister-
hood group and Sinai Men’s Club. 

For information about the bridge 
club, please contact Marvin Rosen at 
marvr4@comcast.net. To arrange for 
a partner, call or text Jeff Nunes at 
941.567.8078.

Bridge Club President Marvin Rosen and  
his wife, Bridge Club member Sheila Namiot

Bridge Club member Nora Branconi  
and Bridge Club Treasurer Roz Rosenthal

Follow us on

@jfedsrq

Stay connected.

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP

Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President
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Temple Emanu-El celebrates return of Mitzvah Day
After a two-year hiatus due to 

Covid, Temple Emanu-El cel-
ebrated the return of its sig-

nature Mitzvah Day – an afternoon of 
hands-on community service projects 
and donation drives – on Sunday, May 1.

Over 400 Temple Emanu-El mem-
bers gathered to wrap new books 
for children at a Title 1 elementary 
school; prepare and deliver meals to 
the homeless; assemble care bags for 
patients undergoing chemotherapy and 
gift bags for vulnerable women and 
girls; sort hygiene supplies for home-
less veterans; knit blankets for babies 

in need; assist local nonprofits with 
clerical projects; make toys and treats 
for dogs and cats awaiting adoption 
in local shelters; decorate cookies for 
firefighters; wash cars to raise money 
for charity; and collect items to sup-
port community health and wellness 
centers. 

Participants also hosted a blood 
drive, a garden party for foster chil-
dren, an afternoon of music and re-
freshments at a local senior center, 
and a family picnic in north Sarasota; 
assisted at animal shelters, the Special 
Olympics stable, and All Faiths Food 

Bank; and painted stakes to mark sea 
turtle nests through Mote Marine.

“This was Temple Emanu-El’s first 
in-person Mitzvah Day since 2019,” 
Mitzvah Day Chair Rabbi Elaine Rose 
Glickman said, “and 
we feared that the 
energy and enthusi-
asm that has built up 
over the years might 
have dissipated.

“But we were 
gratified and thrilled 
that our Temple 
Emanu-El members 
were more commit-
ted to Mitzvah Day 
than ever before,” 
she added. “It was 
a blessing to be 
part of a special day  
devoted to helping 

those in need and making a difference 
in our community.”

For more information, please call 
941.371.2788 or visit sarasotatemple.
org.

NCJW Sarasota-Manatee section presents  
five scholarships to non-traditional students

Bridge Club member Nora Branconi  
and Bridge Club Treasurer Roz Rosenthal

Temple Emanu-El knitters created beautiful blankets for babies served by local nonprofits
Temple Emanu-El Mitzvah Day volunteers prepared hot meals  
to be delivered to the homeless through Streets of Paradise

An intergenerational team of Temple Emanu-El Mitzvah Day volunteers 
sorted food at All Faiths Food Bank

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP

Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President
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DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO 
with your unwanted valuables?

Diam  nd Trading
Company, Inc.

Call Marc at 941.321.0707
Over 60 Years Experience | Personal and confidential

Discreetly dispose of an unneeded or  
unwanted diamond ring or an entire collection  

of beloved jewelry, coins, precious metals!

Jewish HappeningsJewish Happenings
All event and program times listed in The Jewish News are Eastern Time Zone unless otherwise indicated.

Chabad Kaplan Preschool  
Nine-Week Summer Program

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1

Chabad Kaplan Preschool is offering children ages 30 months to five years 
the opportunity to join a nine-week summer program that offers a blend of 
structure and summer fun, including weekly themes, dress-up days, cook-
ing, waterplay and messy art. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with an 
option for aftercare until 4:30 p.m. The program takes place at Chabad of 
Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. For more information, email Sara Steinmetz 
at sara@chabadofsarasota.com or call the Chabad office at 941.925.0770.

Summer Camp at the 
Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center

In a clean, secure, loving and nurturing Jewish environment, preschool-
age campers will enjoy fun themes; crafts, cooking, singing, science and 
art; indoor and outdoor play; and several fun surprises! Campers will 
also enjoy “water days,” lots of storytime, and Friday pizza lunches and 
Shabbat celebrations with Temple Emanu-El’s wonderful rabbis. We look 
forward to welcoming little ones for an enriching, fun, healthy summer 
camp experience at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. 
For the schedule and tuition information, please contact Elaine Sharrock, 
Director of the Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center of Temple Emanu-El 
at 941.377.8074 or preschool@sarasotatemple.org.

Torah Trails: Sinai on Siesta
Talk Torah while walking on Siesta Key beach. This program will be led 
by a member of Temple Sinai with guidance from Bethany Leinweber, 
Director of Youth Education, Outreach and Engagement. This event takes 
place the first Wednesday of every month at 9:00 a.m. Meet at Siesta Key 
Pavilion, 948 Beach Road, Siesta Key. All are welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Temple Emanu-El’s “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Bring a brown-bag lunch and 
join Temple Emanu-El Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Associate Rabbi 
Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for socializing and 
discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish interest. We’ll even 
provide the homemade dessert. This free monthly program is returning to 
in-person after more than two years on Zoom, and all are invited! Join us 
at noon at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please call 
941.371.2788 for more information and to reserve your spot.

Our prime meats and fresh seafood are perfect for your 
backyard barbecue. Ask about our custom cuts and 

pre-marinated ready-to-cook items. From ribeye steaks 
and gourmet burgers to wild salmon and whole chickens, 

trust Morton’s for your summertime cookouts!

Serving the Sarasota area for over 50 years
Historic Southside Village ∙ 1924 South Osprey Ave. ∙ Sarasota

(941) 955-9856 ∙ MortonsMarket.com

Now access private sessions
from home via                 

       Now access private sessions
            from home via    

Resilience

Wellness

Mindfulness

Meditation

Agility

Vitality

Balance

Complimentary Consultation

941.316.6893
yogatherapywithpaula@gmail

Empowered2Wellness.com

WHAT’S INSIDE
SHALOMSRQ covers everything a local  
resident, visitor or newcomer needs to know  
when it comes to “all things Jewish” in  
Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

INTERACTIVITY
All ads that include a website have the URL  
embedded into the ad for quick access from  
the SHALOMSRQ online version to your website.

DEADLINE
Don’t wait; the placement window to advertise  
in SHALOMSRQ is nearing fast:

the ultimate demographic?
Want to reach 

Advertise in the ultimate guide to everything Jewish in Sarasota and 
Manatee counties! SHALOMSRQ is a magazine-style resource 

guide that residents and visitors will keep on hand. 

SHALOMSRQ connects  
your business to a powerful  
demographic; our readers  
are affluent, well-educated,  
established, and  
philanthropic.  

READ IT ONLINE JFEDSRQ.ORG/SHALOMSRQ

SRQ

A FREE PUBLICATION OF
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EE

Closing Date: September 15, 2022
For more information or to reserve your space,  
contact Adam Kaplan at 941.552.6307  
or akaplan@jfedsrq.org.

DOWNLOAD THE MEDIA KIT AT
JFEDSRQ.org/ShalomSRQ-Advertising

SHALOMSRQ IS PUBLISHED BY

•  Synagogues & Temples
•   Jewish Clubs
•  Jewish Cultural Arts
•  Jewish Education
•  Jewish Food
•  Jewish Gift Shops
•  Jewish Service Providers
•  Jewish Housing
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•  Jewish Calendar
•  Israel Connections
•  History of Jews in Sarasota
•  AND MORE!
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mailto:sara@chabadofsarasota.com
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www.Empowered2Wellness.com
www.JFEDSRQ.org/ShalomSRQ-Advertising
www.MortonsMarket.com
www.templesinai-sarasota.org/events
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Conversational Hebrew I with Cheryl Cohen
Have you ever wanted to learn a new language? Cheryl Cohen will walk 
you through the basics of learning Hebrew conversationally in her weekly 
Thursday morning class held at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 
S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. This is not an introductory Hebrew class; 
knowledge of the Hebrew alef-bet is required. There is no cost, but dona-
tions are always welcome. Please contact Kelly Nester at 941.955.8121 
x1002 to reserve your spot. For more information, call the temple office at 
941.955.8121 or email info@templebethsholomfl.org.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2THURSDAY, JUNE 2

“Trailblazing to the Pulpit”
The year 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Rabbi Sally 
Priesand and 50 years of women in the rabbinate. Join Temple Emanu-
El Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg, MARE, for a fascinating 
survey of those who blazed the trail – women who, from the 1500s through 
the early modern period, led their communities and even achieved non-
ordained rabbinic status. We’ll also examine the impact of women on the 
rabbinate, and the unique challenges and achievements of female rabbis. 
This free two-part course takes place on Thursday, June 2 and 9 at 10:30 
a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please visit 
sarasotatemple.org to register.

Aviva Author’s Showcase 2022: Clarissa Thomasson
Clarissa Thomasson was born and raised in Miami, Florida. She received 
a BA in English from Duke, an MA from the University of Florida, and 
taught high school English, journalism and creative writing. Thomasson 
has written nine books and two stage plays. She has written for GRAND 
magazine, Yesterday in Florida, Eastside Venice Neighbors and Venice 
Gondolier. Her newest book, Forgotten Florida, is being published by 
Pineapple Press for release on August 1. This free event begins at 3:30 p.m. 
at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. 
To RSVP or for more information, contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 
or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

“Paris: The Luminous Year, Art, Music,  
Literature, Dance & Theater”

In the early 20th century, Paris became the Magnetic Center for the Arts. 
It produced extraordinary artists. In literature, “The Lost Generation” led 
to a “Stream of Consciousness.” The Ballets Russes was developed for 
the dance and theater world. Baila Miller presents courses exploring the 
role of literature, paintings, architecture, sculpture, cinema and musical 
influences in the development of world culture. Join her for this free event 
at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore 
Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for more information, contact Melinda Haney 
at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Conversational Hebrew II with Cheryl Cohen
Are you looking at advancing your Hebrew knowledge? Wish you could 
carry on full conversations in Hebrew? Cheryl Cohen offers her vast 
knowledge of conversational Hebrew to students at no cost during her 
weekly Friday class held at 10:00 a.m. Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. 
Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Some knowledge of conversational Hebrew 
is required. There is no cost, but donations are always welcome. Please 
contact Kelly Nester at 941.955.8121 x1002 to reserve your spot. For 
more information, call the temple office at 941.955.8121 or email info@
templebethsholomfl.org.

FRIDAY, JUNE 3FRIDAY, JUNE 3

“18 Jewish Holidays: Shavuot – The Feast of Weeks”
These biblical Holy Days, from sundown June 4 until sundown June 6, 
celebrate the Divine giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai as well as the 
summer’s grain harvest. Shavuot is one of three pilgrimage festivals in 
which all the Jewish men would travel to Jerusalem bringing their first 
fruit offerings. Traditionally, the beautiful and poignant Book of Ruth is 
read, depicting the harvesting and gleaning of grains to feed two poor 
widows devoted to each other’s survival. This class, presented by the Al 
Katz Center, begins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for 
all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Every woman Every woman 
matters here.matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 

Nashim” ] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers and 

agents of change. Each member contributes 
$518, and each has an equal voice in directing 

our funds. The giving circle model multiplies individual actions, 
creating a tremendous collective impact. 

In the last seven years, we have distributed more than $307,000  
in grants to nonprofits in Israel that help women and children of  
all backgrounds live safer, healthier and more meaningful lives.

Our Mission
To enhance the lives of Jewish women 
and children who are in need of help  
and live in Israel.

QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org
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REPORT IT!REPORT IT!
If you see suspicious behavior  If you see suspicious behavior  

or antisemitic activities,  or antisemitic activities,  
report it:report it:

JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ

mailto:info@templebethsholomfl.org
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14 June 2022 JEWISH HAPPENINGS

Facebook.com/jfedsrq
Stay connected.

Like and share

Torah Study
We examine the weekly Torah reading through the lens of contemporary 
commentary every Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. at Chabad of Venice, 21560 Angela 
Lane. You’ll be amazed at how topical and relevant the Parsha (weekly 
Torah reading) ideas and concepts really are. Both mystical and pragmatic, 
these sessions will truly elevate your spirits and refine your view of the 
world around you. For more information, email Rabbi Sholom Schmerling 
at rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4SATURDAY, JUNE 4

TBE Shavuot Service and Celebration
The Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (TBE) Shabbat service 
at 10:00 a.m. will be all about celebrating Shavuot. Along with teachings, 
prayers, music and, of course, the reading of the Ten Commandments, we 
will conclude with a festive Kiddush complete with noodle kugel, cheese 
blintzes, cheesecakes and make-your-own ice cream sundaes. Open and 
welcoming to all, Temple Beth El is a Reform congregation, serving Bra-
denton, Lakewood Ranch and the surrounding areas. It is located at 5150 
Peridia Blvd. E. in Bradenton. For more information, go to bethel-fl.org.

Temple Sinai’s Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Shavuot commemorates the spring harvest and the giving of the Torah on 
Mount Sinai. Join us for an ice cream social followed by a movie and dis-
cussion moderated by Rabbi Geoff Huntting. This free event is open to the 
community and begins at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood 
Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor Road), Sarasota. For information and 
to register, visit templesinai-sarasota.org/events.

Temple Emanu-El’s Tikkun Leil Shavuot
According to Jewish tradition, God gave us the Torah on Shavuot. Since the 
16th century, it has been customary to observe the holiday with a Tikkun 
Leil Shavuot – a special night of Jewish study. Participate in this tra- 
dition with an inspiring evening, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Rabbis Brenner and Elaine Glickman, 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and Mimi Weisel will hold interactive study 
sessions. In between sessions, we’ll enjoy delicious dairy desserts such 
as homemade cheesecakes. Cost: free to Temple Emanu-El members; $18 
donation requested for guests. Please visit sarasotatemple.org to register.

Shavuot All-Nighter
Join us at 9:00 p.m. at the home of Rabbi Mendy and Chanie Bukiet for  
this all-night event. Enjoy a Kiddush and buffet holiday meal, and fasci-
nating Torah talks from Rabbi Mendy and Chanie and several community 
members. For more information, call the Chabad of Bradenton & Lake-
wood Ranch office at 941.752.3030 or email info@chabadofbradenton.
com.

Shavuot Dinner and Ten Talks
Usher in the Shavuot holiday with a dinner, some inspiration and learning 
as is the custom on the first night of Shavuot. Join us for the delightful 
food, great camaraderie and some Torah-inspired food for thought. Reser-
vations are necessary for this event, which begins at 9:00 p.m. at Chabad 
of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. For more information and to register, call 
the Chabad office at 941.925.0770 or email info@chabadofsarasota.com.

Tikkun Leil Shavuot / Late Night Learning
Join Jews throughout the world in observing the centuries-old custom of 
conducting a late-night vigil dedication to Torah learning on the first night 
of Shavuot. We will explore the Book of Ruth and the Festival of Shavuot at 
10:00 p.m. at Chabad of Venice, 21560 Angela Lane. To RSVP or for more 
information, please contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or 
visit chabadofvenice.com.

Shavuot Dairy Feast

Just Schmoozing LIVE

5650 Gantt Rd, • Sarasota, FL 34233

(One block north of Clark Road)

941-413-7997• DiscoverSaraBella.com ALF License #13578

Furnished Options  
AVAILABLE NOW!

Let us HELP!
Tour today to learn about our all-inclusive  

fully furnished, move-in ready apartments!

Call us at 941-413-7997 to schedule your appointment!

Transitioning to a senior living apartment can be overwhelming.

From coordinating a move, to selling a home and even unpacking!

MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING

Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship Series

mailto:rabbi@chabadofvenice.com
mailto:info@chabadofsarasota.com
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org
www.DiscoverSaraBella.com
www.chabadofvenice.com
www.sarasotatemple.org
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/events
https://bethel-fl.org
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Celebrate Shavuot: 
The Ten Commandments and a Dairy Brunch

SUNDAY, JUNE 5SUNDAY, JUNE 5

Celebrate Shavuot by coming to Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Beneva Road)  
at 11:00 a.m. to hear the Ten Commandments read from the Torah. Then 
enjoy a dairy brunch including a cheese board, smoked salmon, challah, 
Greek salad, cheese bourekas, waffles, ice cream and cheesecake. 
Reservations are necessary for this free event. For more information 
and to register, please call the Chabad office at 941.925.0770 or email  
info@chabadofsarasota.com.

Shavuot Dairy Party  
& Reading of the Ten Commandments

Be there when the Torah is given for the 3,334th time! You don’t have 
to travel to the desert; it is happening right here! Come hear the Torah 
reading of the Ten Commandments at noon at Chabad of Venice, 21560 
Angela Lane. This will be followed by a delicious buffet of cheesecake, ice 
cream and blintzes! This free event is open to men, women and children. 
To RSVP or for more information, please contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling 
at 941.493.2770, or visit chabadofvenice.com.

Shavuot Dairy Feast
Join the Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch family for a Shavuot 
Dairy Dinner & Grand Ice Cream Party, with a reading of the Ten 
Commandments! This free event is open to all ages and begins at 5:00 
p.m. at the Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. For more 
information, please call the Chabad office at 941.752.3030 or email  
info@chabadofbradenton.com.

Just Schmoozing LIVE
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Come and meet fellow tribe members for fun and laughs. There will be a 
cash bar and a complimentary light appetizer nosh. The event takes place 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Mandeville Beer Garden, 428 N. Lemon Ave., 
Sarasota. It is made possible by licensed real estate broker Stacy Hanan 
and the Arthur and Beatrice Michaels Endowment Fund for Adult Senior 
Programs and Services. For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at 
JeremyL@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

TUESDAY, JUNE 7TUESDAY, JUNE 7

Luxury Jewish Cuba...and More

N O V E M B E R  3 - 8 ,  2 0 2 2

R i d e  i n  c l a s s i c  1 9 5 0 ' s  c o n v e r t i b l e
M e e t i n g s  w i t h  d i g n i t a r i e s  
P r i v a t e  r u m  t a s t i n g
V I P  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  c u b a n  a r t  f a c t o r y
L a s  T e r r a z a s  n a t i o n a l  p a r k / b i o s p h e r e   
P r i v a t e  j a z z  p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  L a  G u a r i d a
I n - s t u d i o  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  H a b a n a  C o m p a s
D a n c e  C o m p a n y

A l l  g r o u n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  C u b a  
P r i v a t e ,  e n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  g u i d e  
C u b a n  v i s a s  /  e n t r y  f e e s  p e r  i t i n e r a r y
5  n i g h t s  a t  5 - s t a r  M a n z a n a  K e m p i n s k i  H o t e l  
A l l  m e a l s  &  s o f t  d r i n k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S h a b b a t
d i n n e r  a t  T e m p l o  B e t  S h a l o m
V i s i t s  t o  a l l  H a v a n a  s y n a g o g u e s ,  J e w i s h
c e m e t e r y ,  H o l o c a u s t  m u s e u m

P r i c e  i n c l u d e s :

T H I S  E X C L U S I V E  T O U R  I S  L I M I T E D  T O  2 6  P A R T I C I P A N T S
 

P R I C E S  S T A R T  A T  $ 3 7 9 9 / P E R S O N

Have you ever wondered about the Jews of Cuba? Where did they come from and how did
they end up in Cuba? What happened to those who stayed after the Communist
Revolution? What's it like to be Jewish in Cuba today? We'll find out on our tour as we visit
all of Havana's Jewish sites: synagogues, cemetery, Holocaust Museum, Jewish senior
center, and more...we'll even eat Shabbat dinner with local Templo Bet Shalom members. 

w w w . B o o k T h a t E s c a p e . c o m / g r o u p / C u b aF o r  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  a n d  i t i n e r a r y ,  v i s i t :

We'll experience Cuba's other highlights, too. Cigars, rum tasting,
the vibrant arts culture, a ride in a vintage convertible, and a visit  to
Hemingway's home just for starters. We'll have exclusive access to
attractions, private performances, and interesting VIP's all while
staying in Cuba's finest hotel, the Manzana Kempinski Hotel. 

941-366-2224
www.JFCS-Cares.org

N E W LO CAT I O N S

2167 S Tamiami Trail, Venice

Aging Services
Caregiver Support Groups
MindSet Brain Health Groups
Jewish Healing
Counseling & Case Management

540 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key

Aging Services
Caregiver Support Groups
Counseling & Case management
Community Wellness Seminars
MindSet Brain Health Groups

Confronting the Complexity  
of Holocaust Scholarship Series

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Classrooms Without Borders (CWB) and preeminent Holocaust scholar 
Michael Berenbaum join together again as we explore the complexities 
of the field of Holocaust scholarship. The rise of antisemitism across the 
globe, alongside the current data that points to a serious void in under-
standing about the Holocaust in the 21st century, shines a light on a critical 
need to continue the task of Holocaust scholars to honor the memory of the 
Shoah. In each program of this series, we will meet top scholars in the field 
and focus on their research and scholarship. Join us from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
on Zoom for this free series. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more 
information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org or 941.228.3676.

“A Major Jewish Issue: Pesticides”
Abundant studies link pesticides to cancer, Alzheimer’s, ADHD and 
birth defects, plus pesticides also can harm the nervous, reproductive 
and endocrine systems. Is this a major Jewish issue in today’s world? In 
Judaism, life is the most precious factor to preserve zealously. Israel’s 
Chief Sephardi Rabbi has warned about higher levels of pesticides than 
are allowed or “using forms of pesticides that are forbidden by Health 
Ministry standards because they are harmful to human health.” This class, 
presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 
per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom 
link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
THEY HELP MAKE  

THE JEWISH NEWS POSSIBLE

mailto:info@chabadofsarasota.com
mailto:info@chabadofbradenton.com
mailto:JeremyL@jfedsrq.org
http://www.BookThatEscape.com/group/Cuba
http://www.JFCS-Cares.org
mailto:bzaret@jfedsrq.org
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Temple Emanu-El Beach Picnic and Havdalah
Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood and Sisterhood happily host the annual 
Beach Picnic and Havdalah. Under the shaded pavilion, Brotherhood 
members will man the grill for the cookout. We’ll also have delicious 
side dishes, homemade desserts, and plenty of watermelon and ice-cold 
beverages. Enjoy cornhole and lawn games, and time on the playground 
and beach. We’ll conclude with a beautiful, musical Havdalah service 
as the sun sets over the ocean. All are welcome to this intergenerational 
celebration, which begins at 5:30 p.m. at the Turtle Beach Pavilion on 
Siesta Key at the south end of Midnight Pass Road. For registration and 
pricing, contact Steven Leavitt at 941.587.8944 or leaveit2leavitt@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11SATURDAY, JUNE 11

CTeen Busch Gardens Trip
Join Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch’s CTeen group for a fun 
trip to Busch Gardens. Enjoy a full day packed with exhilarating roller 
coaster and thrill rides! Meet at the Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton) at 9:00 a.m. For ticket and payment information, and to 
reserve your spot, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or info@
chabadofbradenton.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12SUNDAY, JUNE 12

Classic Jewish Non-Fiction:
Lionhearts: Heroes of Israel by Michael Bar-Zohar

“They were swifter than eagles, stronger than lions.” (Samuel II) So is 
the magnificent legacy from the heroes of Israel from 1897 through the 
present, famous names and names buried in time. Boarding the Exodus in 
1947, Mordechai Roseman proclaimed, “Today we are boarding the ship 
that will fight the war of survival of the Jewish people... for the rescue 
of Jewish refugees, and in the war for the honor of Israel,” which war is 
still fought every day. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins 
at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: No charge in honor of our fathers; $50 for 
all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

A Tribute to Molly Picon
Temple Beth Sholom presents an afternoon of musical celebration. New 
Yorker Diane Cypkin, accompanied by local pianist Toby Simon, will 
perform the songs, and relate the life story, of the remarkable first lady of 
the Yiddish stage of the 1920s and 1930s, Molly Picon. Professor Cypkin 
has a long history of performance on the New York stage, including on 
Broadway. Doors open at 3:00 p.m. for a cheese and wine reception, 
followed by the concert at 4:00 p.m. The event takes place at Temple Beth 
Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg. 2, Sarasota. Tickets are $10 in advance 
and $12.50 at the door. For more information, visit templebethsholomfl.
org/events or call the temple office at 941.955.8121.

“Every Book of the Jewish Bible: Jeremiah”
In his early years of being a major Jewish prophet, Jeremiah was preach-
ing throughout Israel, condemning idolatry, the greed of priests and false 
prophets. As a leader, Jeremiah identified with his people and their woeful 
state. But because of his loyalty to HaShem, Jeremiah pronounced Divine 
judgment upon the people of his time for their wickedness, especially false 
and insincere worship and failure to trust The Creator. He was unwilling 
to sacrifice his beliefs and convictions for popularity. This class, presented 
by the Al Katz Center, begins at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or 
$50 for all classes this month. To RSVP and receive the Zoom link, please 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, JUNE 13MONDAY, JUNE 13
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The Shmooze

Adam Kaplan 
akaplan@jfedsrq.org 

941.552.6307
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TEMPLE BETH EL
P R E S E N TS

THE AWARD-WINNING FILM

Killing
 Kasztsner

The story of Israel 
Kasztner, a Hungarian 

Jew who negotiated 
with Adolf Eichmann 

for the lives of 
thousands during 

the Holocaust. And a 
trial and verdict that 

stamped him as the 
“man who sold his 

soul to the devil.”

TUESDAY • JUNE 21, 2022 • 6:30PM
*Donation Appreciated*

$10 TBE Members  •  $15 Non-members

Temple Beth El
5150 Peridia Blvd. East • Bradenton, FL 

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

mailto:akaplan@jfedsrq.org
www.JFEDSRQ.org/Advertising
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T H E  P L A C E  F O R  S P A C E

The Shmooze
Join us on Tuesdays at noon at Chabad of Venice (21560 Angela Lane) 
for Bagels, Lox & Shmooze – a weekly community social gathering to 
schmooze, nosh and enjoy time together. It’s an opportunity to make new 
friends, see familiar faces and be part of the community. The suggested 
donation is $10. RSVP at chabadofvenice.com/schmooze. For more in-
formation, contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or rivka@
chabadofvenice.com.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14TUESDAY, JUNE 14

Aviva Classical Concert Series: Duo Beaux Arts
The international competition-winning Duo Beaux Arts was formed by 
pianists and recording artists Catherine Lan and Tao Lin. Known for its 
adrenalized performances, the dynamic duo has performed in France, 
Switzerland, Spain, Estonia, Finland, the Netherlands, China and the U.S. 
to critical acclaim. La Belle Époque is a program of ravishing Romantic 
and virtuosic French music for piano solo and duet including Faure’s 
“Dolly Suite,” Chabrier’s “España” and, audience favorite, Debussy’s 
“Clair de Lune.” This free event begins at 1:30 p.m. at Aviva Senior 
Living, Kretzmer Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for 
more information, contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@
avivaseniorlife.org.

“An Illustrated History of the Postcard in Florida”
Come take an exciting trip – a trip back in time – from when Florida was 
a backwoods swamp in the early 1900s through its transformation to a 
vacation paradise in the 1950s. Join Sarasota editor and veteran postcard 
collector Liz Coursen as she illustrates how Florida progressed from ox 
carts to Streamliners, from alligator-infested waterways to bathing beau-
ties cavorting on the beach, using museum-quality postcards to tell the 
tale. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer 
Center, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for more information, 
contact Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16THURSDAY, JUNE 16

Rosh Chodesh Society Class
All women are invited to join the final segment of Chabad of Sarasota’s 
Rosh Chodesh Society course entitled “Well Connected.” This month’s 
segment, led by Sara Steinmetz, is entitled “To Live in Deed.” We will 
share the significance and appreciation to key life cycle rituals. Get a deeper 
understanding of Jewish traditions that mark the contours of our life. The 
class begins at 7:00 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. For 
assistance with underwriting this course, appreciation is extended to Anne 
Stein. All women are welcome! The cost is $20 for non-members. Anyone 
joining the Chabad Women’s Circle for a Rosh Chodesh Society class for 
the first time is our guest at no charge. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Sara at 941.925.0770 or sara@chabadofsarasota.com.

TBE Special Father’s Day Shabbat
Erev Shabbat is always filled with music and song at Temple Beth El 
Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (TBE). Tonight’s Shabbat service will also 
have a tribute to our men. We will celebrate all the fathers in attendance. 
Come help us honor our “Dads.” There will be a wonderful Oneg following 
the service, which begins at 7:00 p.m. at 5150 Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton. 
For more information, go to bethel-fl.org.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17FRIDAY, JUNE 17

“Miraculous Jewish Military Victories:  
Victory in Jerusalem”

SUNDAY, JUNE 19SUNDAY, JUNE 19

Before the 1967 Mideast war began, the Arab nations vowed to drive the 
Israelis into the sea. Even after amazing initial successes, Israel’s military 
leadership had no plans to secure Jerusalem. But events swiftly changed, 
and by the end of a miraculous six days, the entire Holy City of Jerusalem 
was in Jewish hands for the first time in 2,000 years. “The Temple Mount 
is ours!” still resonates in the Jewish heart over 50 years later. This class, 
presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Cost: No 
charge in honor of our fathers; $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP 
and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Mariner Wealth Advisors (“MWA”), is an SEC registered investment adviser with its principal 
place of business in the State of Kansas. Registration of an investment adviser does not 
imply a certain level of skill or training. MWA is in compliance with the current notice 
filing requirements imposed upon registered investment advisers by those states in which 
MWA maintains clients. MWA may only transact business in those states in which it is 
notice filed or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from notice filing requirements. Any 
subsequent, direct communication by MWA with a prospective client shall be conducted 
by a representative that is either registered or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from 
registration in the state where the prospective client resides. For additional information 
about MWA, including fees and services, please contact MWA or refer to the Investment 
Adviser Public Disclosure website (www.adviserinfo.sec.gov). Please read the disclosure 
statement carefully before you invest or send money.

We’re Now Mariner Wealth Advisors.

What’s changed? Expanded client services. 
What’s the same? Trusted wealth advice.

941-365-3745 | www.marinerwealthadvisors.com 
240 S. Pineapple Ave., Suite 200, Sarasota, FL 34236

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

mailto:mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org
mailto:sara@chabadofsarasota.com
http://www.marinerwealthadvisors.com
http://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov
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AJC’s Summer Lunch & Learn
Join us from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Michael’s On East (1212 East Ave. 
South, Sarasota), to hear guest speaker Jason Isaacson present “Securing 
Israel’s Future in a Changing Middle East.” He will talk about how the 
Abraham Accords have introduced the prospect of an Arab-Israeli Peace 
that will alter Israel’s strategic posture. The event is sponsored by Williams 
Parker. The cost of $39 includes the lecture and luncheon. Advance 
registration required. RSVP to AJC at 941.365.4955 or sarasota@ajc.org.

TUESDAY, JUNE 21TUESDAY, JUNE 21

Women of Sinai Project:
Helping the Hungry at All Faiths Food Bank

Volunteer to fill weekend “backpacks” with healthy snacks for families 
with children in need of food. These 40,000+ children in Sarasota County 
participate in the reduced-cost lunch program at our schools, and this 
“backpack” program fills in for weekend healthy food needs. There will 
be a volunteer break room with water and snacks. You must wear closed-
toe shoes in the warehouse. Join us at 1:00 p.m. at the All Faiths Food 
Bank warehouse, 8171 Blaikie Court, Sarasota. The deadline to register 
is Tuesday, June 14. To register or for more information, contact Barbara 
Ryder at bgryder47@gmail.com or 732.841.7680.

Sarasota Jewish Singles Meeting
Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program at Temple Beth Israel of 
Longboat Key to give all Jewish singles in the Sarasota-Manatee area the 
opportunity to meet other men and women who are single. The group meets 
once a month for a meal, laughter and a time to turn acquaintances into 
lifelong friends. We would love to have you join us at 5:15 p.m. at Crab & 
Fin Restaurant, 420 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota. To make a reservation 
or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer at 941.915.6631 or 
email rozfleischer@gmail.com.

Screening of Killing Kasztner
Join Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (TBE) at 6:30 p.m. as it 
proudly presents the award-winning film Killing Kasztner. It tells the story 
of Israel Kasztner, a Hungarian Jew who negotiated with Adolf Eichmann 
for the lives of thousands during the Holocaust, and a trial and verdict 
that stamped him as the “man who sold his soul to the devil.” Donations 
appreciated: $10 for TBE members and $15 for non-members, payable 
at the door. Snacks and drinks will be provided. TBE is located at 5150 
Peridia Blvd. E. in Bradenton. No RSVP required. For more information, 
go to bethel-fl.org.

“Speak Out Stand Up Against Antisemitism: 
Great Men, Grave Antisemitism”

A close friend recalled Henry Ford lecturing a group around the campfire, 
“attribut[ing] all evil to Jews... [who] caused the war... [and] thieving and 
robbery all over the country .…” Ford purchased his hometown newspa-
per, publishing 92 articles claiming a vast Jewish conspiracy was infecting 
America. Half a million copies of The International Jew were distributed 
through Ford’s vast network of car dealerships. As a famous American, 
Ford legitimized antisemitic ideas that are still being normalized by today’s 
leaders. This class, presented by the Al Katz Center, begins at 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom. Cost: $10 per day or $50 for all classes this month. To RSVP 
and receive the Zoom link, please call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Temple Sinai’s Coffee & Kibbitz
Enjoy some food and schmooze time as you kibbitz with Temple Sinai’s 
Chazzan Cliff Abramson. This is a unique opportunity to get to know him 
and meet temple members. Interesting topics pertaining to the temple and 
its membership can be discussed. Join us at 11:00 a.m. in the atrium at 
Temple Sinai, 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from Proctor 
Road), Sarasota. Enjoy bagels and cream cheese at this free event. RSVP 
to Elana at elanatemple@aol.com. For more information, visit templesinai-
sarasota.org.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22

LIVE PERFORMANCES

VideoS On Demand
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NOW STREAMING
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•  A friendly voice
•  Counseling
•  Caregiver support
•  Bereavement support groups
•  Pastoral care
•  Delivered meals
•  Temporary financial assistance

In partnership with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
and the generosity of our donors, JFCS of the Suncoast is able  
to offer the following services to anyone in the  
Jewish community regardless of age:

If you are in need of 
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to call JFCS at  
941-366-2224  
extension 112.
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Holocaust Museums Around the World

“The Mysteries, Archaeology 
and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls”
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Holocaust Museums Around the World
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Alongside Classrooms Without Borders scholars, we will travel monthly 
with museum historians, experts and contemporary witnesses to 10 differ-
ent regions. We will explore the history behind the exhibits, discuss the 
nature of memory and memorials, and discover how the world remembers 
the Shoah and honors the lives we lost. We will also explore how that 
memory is interconnected to genocides, both past and present. Our experts 
will challenge us to grapple with issues of cultural identity, responsibil-
ity to community, and decision-making, as well as ways in which indi-
viduals and nations responded, or failed to respond, to the crisis through 
close examination of each museum’s artifacts and memorials. The class 
takes place from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, contact Bette Zaret at bzaret@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.228.3676.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23THURSDAY, JUNE 23

“The Mysteries, Archaeology 
and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls”

Explore the mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls – and the Qumran communi-
ty that maintained these incredible texts – with Temple Emanu-El member 
and scholar Malcolm Schwartz. Malcolm will review research that pro-
vides insight into their roots and meaning, exploring the questions: What 
is the origin of these scrolls? What do they reveal about Judaism? What is 
the message of these scrolls, and why are they so important? All are invited 
to this free learning opportunity at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please visit sarasotatemple.org to register.

“Six Degrees of John Ringling”
Jay Handelman, arts editor and theater critic for the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune, will trace the history and growth of Sarasota’s arts scene, from the 
Ringling Museum to Asolo Repertory Theatre, Sarasota Ballet and more, 
as it relates to John Ringling’s decision to bring the Ringling Bros. circus 
winter quarters to Sarasota. Jay joined the Herald-Tribune in 1984 and was 
named theater critic in 1986. In 2016, he was named arts editor, overseeing 
all the local arts coverage for the newspaper and HeraldTribune.com. This 
free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva Senior Living, Kretzmer Center, 
1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. To RSVP or for more information, contact 
Melinda Haney at 941.702.2597 or mhaney@avivaseniorlife.org.

Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join us at 6:00 p.m. for Temple Sinai’s Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat ser-
vice, which takes place at 4631 S. Lockwood Ridge Road (enter only from 
Proctor Road), Sarasota. Inspirational melodies by the Bruno Trio will add 
to the celebration. Masks are recommended (subject to change). For more 
information, visit templesinai-sarasota.org.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24FRIDAY, JUNE 24

Community Havdalah
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Bring a blanket or a chair to relax on and a non-perishable food item in 
support of All Faiths Food Bank End Summer Hunger Program. Did you 
know that Havdalah can be celebrated until Tuesday evening at sundown? 
Join us at 7:00 p.m. at Lido Beach Pavilion, 400 Ben Franklin Dr., Sara-
sota. To register, visit jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, contact 
Jeremy Lisitza at JeremyL@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113.

MONDAY, JUNE 27MONDAY, JUNE 27

Camp Gan Israel
Chabad of Venice’s Camp Gan Israel is part of the largest and fastest  
growing network of Jewish day camps in the world. Gan Izzy enjoys a 
well-earned reputation of being the “Hot Spot” for kids of all ages! With 
its innovative ideas and creative programs, this is the place where kids’ 
dreams come true. Staffed by dedicated counselors, campers (ages 3-13) 
are imbued with a deep sense of pride in their Jewish heritage. Scholarships 
are available. Camp Gan Israel takes place at Chabad of Venice, 21560 
Angela Lane. For more information, contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 
941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.
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*Anti-Defamation League survey of American Jews & perceptions of antisemitism

In partnership with Secure Community Network (SCN),  
we are dedicated to keeping our Jewish community safe.  
We provide:
	 • SAFETY AND SECURITY TRAINING
	 • INFORMATION SHARING
	 • SECURITY ADVICE AND CONSULTATION
	 • SECURITY WEBSITE PLATFORM

For detailed information and to sign-up for security 
alerts, visit

        JFEDSRQ.org/SafeSRQ
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Read the current and previous 
editions of The Jewish News  
at jfedsrq.org/jewish-news

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identified as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are  
also identified as Jewish.

Dinos again
The sixth Jurassic Park movie, Ju-
rassic World Dominion, opens in the-
aters on Friday, June 10. In this sequel, 
humans and dinosaurs now live near 
each other all over the world and the 
question is: Who will emerge as the 
apex predator? The film was directed 
by COLIN TREVORROW, 45. His 
mother is Sephardi. He also directed 
the last two Jurassic Park films. They 
made billions.

JEFF GOLDBLUM, 69, reprises 
his role as Dr. Ian Malcolm, an expert 
in chaos theory. Goldblum co-starred 
as Malcolm in the original Jurassic 
Park film (1993) and in its first sequel 
(1997). He returned for the fifth film 
(2018).
Sephardim
Two dramatic series about Sephardim 
“sneaked” on to the Netflix schedule in 
May. Here are brief descriptions: Heirs 
to the Land depicts the lives of Spanish 
Jews about 100 years before their ex-
pulsion from Spain (1492). The Beauty 
Queen of Jerusalem follows a Sephar-
dic family from about 1910 until the 
end of the Israeli War of Independence 
(1949).
An office comedy
Loot is a 10-episode office comedy that 
begins streaming on Apple TV+ on Fri-

day, June 24. Capsule plot: Billionaire 
Molly Novak (MAYA RUDOLPH, 
49) has been living a dream-like, luxu-
rious life. This ends when her husband 
of 20 years betrays her. She goes into 
an emotional tailspin. NAT FAXON, 
46, has a big supporting role. (Ru-
dolph’s father is Jewish and Faxon’s 
mother is Jewish).
An offer you can’t refuse
The Offer, a 10-episode mini-series 
about the making of The Godfather 
(1972) began streaming on April 28 on 
Paramount+. It concludes in mid-June. 
As I write this, I’ve viewed the first 
three episodes. Reviews were mixed, 
but I was pleasantly surprised how en-
tertaining it was. Also, it is the “most 
Jewish” major mini-series or film I’ve 
ever seen (leaving aside Holocaust-re-
lated projects and films/mini-series 
made by Israelis or set in Israel).

Below is a list of the “real life” 
Jews in the series; Jews who played 
Jews; and Jews who played non- 
Jewish characters. All of them appear 
in all 10 episodes. Paramount+ costs 
$5 a month, so for five bucks you 
can binge watch the whole series this 
month. Plus, Paramount+ is also now 
streaming all three Godfather movies.

Here goes: (1) ROBERT EVANS 
(1930-2019) was the head of Para-

mount Pictures when The Godfather 
was made. (2) ALBERT RUDDY, 
now 92, was the principal producer of 
The Godfather. He is played by Miles 
Teller, whose paternal grandfather was 
Jewish. The Offer is based on Ruddy’s 
memories of the making of the film. 
(3) Francis Ford Coppola, the (Ital-
ian-Catholic) director of The Godfa-
ther, is played by DAN FOGLER, 45. 
(4) CHARLES BLUHDORN (1926-
1983) was the owner of Paramount 
Pictures. He was an Austria-born Jew 
who hid his Jewish background. (5) 
PETER BART, now 89, the produc-
er who was Evans right-hand man. 
(6) ALI MACGRAW, now 83, best 
known as the star of Love Story (1970), 
wed Evans in 1969. The marriage end-
ed around the time The Godfather was 
released. MacGraw found out as an 
adult that her Jewish mother hid her 
background from her and her bigoted 
father. (7) FRANCOISE GLAZER 
(1937-2014) was Albert Ruddy’s wife 
during the making of The Godfather. 
Born in France, she survived the Ho-
locaust in hiding. She is played by 
French actress NORA ARNEZEDER, 
33. Her mother is Sephardi (Italian 
and Egyptian), and Nora identifies 
as Jewish. (8) Mario Biaggi, a Bronx 

(not Jewish) congressman, is played 
by DANNY NUCCI, 53. (9) Dean 
Tavoularis, now 89, an Oscar-winning 
production designer. He is played by 
ERIC BALFOUR, 44.
Robert Morse
You’d never find out from obits that 
ROBERT MORSE, who died on April 
20, at age 90, was Jewish. He’s best 
known for roles that he played at the 
beginning and end of his long career. 
In 1962 he won a Tony award for best 
actor (musical) for How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying. He 
frequently guest-starred (2007-14) as 
Bertram Cooper, the quirky, but sharp 
founding partner of a big advertising 
agency at the center of the acclaimed 
series Mad Men. Morse got five Emmy 
nominations for this role.

Frankly, I never guessed that 
Morse was Jewish. It wasn’t “out there 
anywhere.” Right after his death, a 
friend dug out Morse’s background in 
public records. His father’s German 
Jewish ancestors came over in the mid-
1800s, and one ancestor (LEOPOLD 
MORSE) was the first Jew to serve 
(1877) as a New Hampshire congress-
man. Morse’s mother’s parents were 
Russian Jewish immigrants.
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The amazing story of how I came to write a column  
on Judaic music for Federation newspapers
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

The book sat on the top shelf of 
the library in our den. The title 
on the spine intrigued me – On 

Wings of Song by Reverend Nathan 
Stolnitz. Who was he? I had never 

heard anyone in 
the Stolnitz fam-
ily mention him, 
even though his 
last name was 
the same as ours. 
Standing on a 
stepladder, I care-
fully retrieved the 
book from the 
shelf. I checked 

with my husband and discovered that 
Reverend Stolnitz was, in fact, a distant 
relative who lived in Toronto, Canada. 
We had a copy of his book, yet no one 
in the family seemed to know anything 
about him. 

Stolnitz’s book contained essays 
and articles he had written for various 
Canadian cantorial conferences and 
organizations. Some were talks he had 
given to these groups at their meetings. 
Included were topics such as “The 
Great Debate on the Originality of 
Jewish Music,” “The Influence of the 
Shofar” and “The Inspirational Pow-
er of the Kol Nidre Melody in Jewish 
Generations.” 

Another section included biog-
raphies and pictures of more than 
60 well-known cantors of that time. 
These included not only living can-
tors but some who had perished in the 
Holocaust. Sprinkled throughout the 
book were endless pictures of Rever-
end Stolnitz attending functions with 
well-known hazzanim. There were 
names I had heard of such as Can-
tor Moshe Koussevitzky and Cantor  

Gershon Sirota, and even someone I 
had met at the North American Choral 
Festival, Velvel Pasternak. Included 
were Stolnitz’s two brothers, also reli-
gious leaders in their respective coun-
tries; Abraham Isaac Stolnitz (Nathan’s 
father), who died in Poland in 1927; 
and Rabbi Dr. Efroim (Henry) Stolnitz, 
his uncle, of Tampa, Florida, who died 
in 1937. I was fascinated by the book 
and wanted to know more about the 
man who had written it.

As I was flipping through the book, 
an idea began to germinate in my mind. 
I could write articles as well, but mine 
would be focused on the music of Ju-
daica. I had already been writing back-
ground material for music the Sarasota 
Jewish Chorale would be singing in 
performance. The music of Jews in the 
diaspora would be my subject.

But first I had to find out more about 
my husband’s family namesake. I was 
curious to know why Stolnitz referred 
to himself as “Reverend” Stolnitz. 
Thinking back, I remembered a time in 
the post-WWII era when cantors used 
the title “reverend” rather than “can-
tor.” My unresearched theory is that 
this was an attempt by Judaic clergy 
to become part of the mainstream re-
ligious establishment after the recent 
horrors of antisemitism during the war 
years.

In further research, I discovered 
Stolnitz was well known as the dean 
of Canadian cantors and was a contrib-
utor to Yiddish, American-Jewish and 
Argentine-Jewish newspapers. Stolnitz 
was born in Vilna, Russia, and by 1926 
had settled in Toronto. He founded the 
Ontario, Canada, Cantor’s Association 
and was associated with the YIVO In-
stitute for Jewish Research. He wrote 
several books, including Music in  

Jewish Life and On Wings of Song, the 
book we owned, which was published 
in 1968. He was the Toronto correspon-
dent for Der Tog (Day-Morning Jour-
nal), the New York Yiddish daily, often 
writing under the pen names of A Os-
trover, A St-ts and A. Vilensky. (As an 
aside, published from 1914 until 1971, 
Der Tog was the first Yiddish newspa-
per to include women on the editorial 
board.) Stolnitz was active as a pulpit 
cantor and in cantorial organizations 
both in Canada and the U.S. He died in 
Miami in 1969 while vacationing with 
his wife Jennie.

In spite of all my research, I had 
no clue regarding his connection to my 
husband’s family, and I still don’t to 
this day.

An interesting note about On 
Wings of Song is that it was published 
partly in Yiddish (reading from right 
to left) and with most of the book in  
English (left to right).

So now you have it. Seven years 
later, I have written 10 articles per 
year, amounting to 70 articles! And my 
writing appears in several Federation 
newspapers on Florida’s west coast, 
from Sarasota to Naples!

I have Cantor Nathan Stolnitz to 
thank for the inspiration I received 
merely by finding his book on that top 
shelf!
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
“Should I tell them I’m sick?”
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

It has been three weeks since Dan 
got the news, and his head is still 
spinning. “I know I’m getting on 

in years,” says the 78-year-old retired 
biology teacher and part-time musi-

cian, “but I never 
expected that a 
regular check-up 
would end up 
with me hearing 
words like ‘inop-
erable’ and ‘ter-
minal.’ But that’s 
what happened, 
and I still haven’t 
told my kids.”

Dan’s predicament, traumatic as it 
may be, is shared by many who receive 
life-changing diagnoses. After coming 
to terms with the nature of a serious 
illness and its often-frightening prog-
nosis, seniors face the added trauma 
of sharing the news with adult children 
and grandchildren, as well. 

“I just don’t want to tell my daugh-
ter… for a lot of reasons,” says Dan. 
“I don’t want to worry her or be a bur-
den. And what about my grandkids? 
They’re both teenagers. We’ve made a 
lot of plans for camping and concerts 
and such. How do I tell them? What do 
I say?”

Dan is not alone. In fact, so many 
seniors, along with those much young-
er, have faced the same dilemma. So 
much so that Hospiscare, a U.K. hos-

pice charity, offers suggestions for 
breaking the news of a life-changing 
illness and for helping families and 
friends cope with what can be disturb-
ing information.

Hospiscare staff emphasize that 
there is no right or wrong way to dis-
close that you have a life-threatening 
illness. In fact, the professionals urge 
you to “Do it your way.” Inviting a 
daughter for a cup of tea and a serious 
talk, sending a message to distant rela-
tives via social media, or broaching the 
subject with a good friend while gar-
dening or listening to music together – 
it’s best to select an approach tailored 
to the personality of the one who will 
receive your news. The professionals 
say that it’s not necessary to tell every-
one in the same way.

In Dan’s case he’s waited three 
weeks before considering disclosing 
his illness to his family – a good plan, 
says the Hospiscare staff. They encour-
age their clients to “take the pressure 
off,” by personally adjusting to their 
terminal diagnosis and then calmly 
considering the how, where and when 
to approach the family.

As kids we were told that “hon-
esty is the best policy,” and it holds 
true today. Be honest about your dis-
ease or condition, and forthright about 
what you’ve been told by your medical 
professionals. Don’t make assump-
tions about how a family member may  

react and don’t project the outcome of 
a frank discussion. In addition, stifle 
the temptation to minimize your con-
dition. An honest and direct approach 
can be liberating for you and for your 
family and friends. 

The staff at Hospiscare reminds us 
that “It’s OK to not be OK.” In other 
words, an entire range of emotions can 
accompany a terminal diagnosis and 

it’s perfectly fine, advisable actually, to 
let those around you know how you are 
coping. If you’re feeling like talking 
about what’s to come, it’s important 
to say so. Alternatively, if you’d prefer 
not to open the discussion, communi-
cate that as well.

Dan’s concern was multi-gener-
ational. He worried that his teenage 
grandchildren would be distraught, dis-
appointed and, as Dan put it, “Bummed 
out that so many of our plans might 
change.” As a result, Dan almost de-
cided to say nothing. Professionals in 
the field of terminal illness understand 
Dan’s reluctance, however, they em-
phasize that “generally children want 

adults to be honest.” That’s why taking 
the time to give children an accurate 
description of what a parent or grand-
parent is facing is critically important. 
Hiding a terminal illness with “Fine, 
honey, I’m just fine,” may break the 
bonds of trust that you and your grand-
children have built over the years.

Jewish tradition emphasizes that 
all life is precious – even a life that 

is shortened by serious illness. When 
Dan made the decision to speak frank-
ly to his children and to open up to his 
grandchildren, he recognized the wis-
dom inherent in his action. “I can relax 
now,” Dan says. “Me and my family – 
we’re all on the same page. No more 
pretending. I can focus on what’s im-
portant. That makes my life even more 
precious now.”
Rabbi Barbara Aiello served Aviva 
Senior Living in Sarasota as resident  
rabbi for 10 years. She  now lives and 
works in Italy where she is rabbi of  
Italy’s first Reconstructionist syna-
gogue. You may reach her at Rabbi@
RabbiBarbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s most popular 
columns are now published in her  

new book, Aging Jewishly, available  
on Amazon. It makes a great gift!
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The amazing story of how I came to write a column  
on Judaic music for Federation newspapers

Jewish Life and On Wings of Song, the 
book we owned, which was published 
in 1968. He was the Toronto correspon-
dent for Der Tog (Day-Morning Jour-
nal), the New York Yiddish daily, often 
writing under the pen names of A Os-
trover, A St-ts and A. Vilensky. (As an 
aside, published from 1914 until 1971, 
Der Tog was the first Yiddish newspa-
per to include women on the editorial 
board.) Stolnitz was active as a pulpit 
cantor and in cantorial organizations 
both in Canada and the U.S. He died in 
Miami in 1969 while vacationing with 
his wife Jennie.

In spite of all my research, I had 
no clue regarding his connection to my 
husband’s family, and I still don’t to 
this day.

An interesting note about On 
Wings of Song is that it was published 
partly in Yiddish (reading from right 
to left) and with most of the book in  
English (left to right).

So now you have it. Seven years 
later, I have written 10 articles per 
year, amounting to 70 articles! And my 
writing appears in several Federation 
newspapers on Florida’s west coast, 
from Sarasota to Naples!

I have Cantor Nathan Stolnitz to 
thank for the inspiration I received 
merely by finding his book on that top 
shelf!
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups 
for over 25 years and also sings in 
The Venice Chorale. Her interest in 
the preservation of Jewish music of 
all kinds has led to this series of ar-
ticles on Jewish Folk Music in the  
Diaspora.
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Jewish-themed Crossword PuzzleJune 1942… and beyond
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

On May 27, 1942, against the 
expressed wishes of the local 
population who feared repri-

sals, British-trained Czech comman-
dos ambushed the car of the SS Reich 
Protector of Bohemia and Moravia 

(Reichsprotektor), 
Reinhard Heydrich. 
Mortally wounded, 
he died a few days 
later, on June 4, 
1942 – 80 years ago.

In retaliation, an 
enraged Adolf Hitler 
ordered the murder 

of thousands of Jews. He also wanted 
to kill 10,000 Czech political prisoners, 
but SS Chief Heinrich Himmler, aware 
of the need for Czech labor, persuaded 
him that the Czechs were needed for 
German industry. Nonetheless, more 
than 13,000 Czechs were arrested, and 
5,000 were subsequently murdered in 
coming months and years.

Then, acting from false informa-
tion, on June 10 the Germans selected 
the Czech town of Lidice, not far from 
Prague, as the target of a reprisal and to 
serve as a warning by example against 
the Czech people for Heydrich’s assas-
sination. Lidice would suffer the full 
wrath of the Nazis’ vengeance, who 
based themselves on the erroneous be-
lief that the inhabitants had helped the 
assassins. Ironically, the village chosen 
was a case of mistaken identity: one of 
the partisans had connections to anoth-
er village named Lidice, and the Nazis 
thought it was the one closest to Prague.

On June 10, 1942, the Nazis moved 

in. All 172 men and boys of the village, 
and 71 women, were summarily shot. 
The remaining 195 women were sent 
to Ravensbrück concentration camp, 
while the 95 village children were 
sent either to camps or, in the case of 
eight who had what were deemed to be 
“Aryan” characteristics, sent to Ger-
many, where they were fostered out to 
German families. Of the women sent 
away, 143 survived and returned after 
the war. Only 16 children survived.

A similar fate befell nearby Ležáky, 
where the Nazis located a radio trans-
mitter thought to be sending messages 
for the Czech resistance. Again, all the 
adults were murdered, while the chil-
dren disappeared except for two who 
were handed over to Nazi families. 
Once more, the town was razed.

The town of Lidice itself was then 
systematically razed to the ground, 
with the ruins bulldozed. All referenc-
es to the name of the village were ex-
punged from whatever Czech records 
could be located, as well as from all 
German maps and official documents, 
as though it had never existed.

In 1949, Lidice was rebuilt, to-
gether with a memorial to the victims 
of the massacre. The martyrdom of 
Lidice was one of several atrocities 
perpetrated by the Nazis against entire 
non-Jewish village populations. It, to-
gether with other massacres at Kala-
vryta in Greece (December 13, 1943) 
and Oradour-sur-Glane in France (June 
10, 1944), became a byword for Nazi 
savagery.

Reinhard Heydrich’s funeral in 

Dr. Paul Bartrop

Berlin on June 9, 1942 – the day be-
fore German troops moved into Lidice 
– was remembered as the largest of its 
kind in Nazi Germany.

An even more dramatic and dead-
ly tribute to Heydrich came later in the 
year, in the form of an operation code-
named Aktion Reinhard, given to the 
Nazi implementation of the deadliest 
phase of the Holocaust. This was what 
became termed the “Final Solution of 
the Jewish Question” (Endlösung der 
Judenfrage), lasting from 1942 and 
into 1943. The name was conferred as 
a memorial to Heydrich after his assas-
sination.

Initially, the plan was to inaugu-
rate measures that would lead to the 
eradication of the Jewish population 
of the area of occupied Poland known 
as the Generalgouvernement, but the 
scope of the plan broadened to in-
clude Jews transferred to Poland from 
throughout Nazi-occupied Europe. Ak-
tion Reinhard was thus an undertaking 
embracing the deportation and mass 
murder of millions of Jews, accompa-
nied by the plunder and transmission 
of Jewish property back to the Reich. 
The operation (also known as Einsatz 
Reinhard) eventually saw the establish-
ment of three purpose-built extermina-
tion camps in eastern Poland: Sobibor, 
Belzec and Treblinka. These were es-
tablished solely for the purpose of re-
alizing the Nazis’ murderous aims and 
were subsequently known as the Aktion 
Reinhard camps.

Anti-Jewish killing operations at 
Belzec using carbon monoxide gas 
had already begun in March 1942, 
continuing until December 1942. It 
has been estimated that some 600,000 
Jews were murdered at Belzec during 
its operation. Sobibor, which began 
operating in May 1942 and functioned 
until October 1943, saw a death toll of 
at least 250,000 Jews, while the killing 
center at Treblinka, called Treblinka 
II, opened in July 1942. By the time it 
closed in August 1943, over 900,000 
Jews had been murdered at Treblinka 
II, making that camp second only to 
Auschwitz as the greatest single mur-
der site of Jews during the Holocaust.

The martyrdom of Lidice in the 
wake of Heydrich’s assassination was 
but a prelude to much worse things to 
come. Not only did the Holocaust enter 
its most deadly phase, more and more 
localized massacres and the destruc-
tion of villages and towns followed, 
in places far removed from each other 
across Europe.

In 2022, 80 years later, such hor-
ror can sometimes seem unfathomable, 
and it is worth considering just what 
such utter carnage represented. It was 
nothing less than the greatest statement 
that racist extremism was able to pro-
claim about itself. We know who the 
victims were. We know who the per-
petrators were. And everyone else? 
Therein lies the greatest lesson for us, 
in our own age.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.
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Federation to offer all virtual 
programming for the 2020-21 season

Staff Report
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Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Federation awards 2nd phase of COVID-19 

assistance to area Jewish organizations

By Kim Adler, Chief Operating Officer, and Stacey Gillman, Stronger Together Granting Chair

T he Jewish Federation of Sara-sota-Manatee has made the dif-ficult decision that all programs 
for the 2020-21 season will be virtual. 
Chief Executive Officer Howard Tev-
lowitz says, “In an effort to keep the 
community safe, we feel we have no 
choice but to make this decision. The 
health of our Federation family is too 
important!”

In addition to the Coronavirus 
cases that continue to climb in Flori-
da, Tevlowitz points to the results of 
our recent event survey, which clearly 
showed the community is not ready to 
attend in-person events for the foresee-
able future. “We have heard you loud 
and clear,” says Tevlowitz.The event survey sent out 

via email and social media, was 
answered by more than 550 re-
spondents. They were asked for 
feedback about our current virtual 
programming and questioned about 
how comfortable one would feel at-
tending in-person events this com-
ing season. We are so grateful that 
so many in our community took the 
time to let us know their thoughts.The pie chart at right shows the 

answer to the main question: What is 
your level of comfort attending an in-

door event for the coming Fall-Winter 
2020-21 season?As you can see, an overwhelming 

majority would not feel comfortable 
attending or thought it was too soon to 
tell.

Other questions included at 
what capacity one would attend an 
in-person event, what conditions 
would have to be in effect to feel 
comfortable to attend an in-person 
event (i.e., masks, sanitizers, etc.) 
and when would you see yourself 
ready to come out to an in-person 

event. All answers clearly showed 
reluctance on the part of the com-
munity.

Many of the comments were en-
lightening. Here are a few: � I will not be attending in the fore-

seeable future. Very glad you are 
asking, but no, no and NO!!! � With an older population to con-

sider, no indoor events should be 
planned until there is a vaccine. 
Appreciate the varied programs 
and films you’ve provided.LEVEL OF COMFORT TO ATTEND INDOOR EVENTS

57.2

4.0

9.5

26.1

%

3.2 %

%

%

%

57 .2  Percent  Will avoid attending in-door events for the foreseeable future

3.2  Percent  Have no concern about   attending indoor events

4 .0  Percent  Would be nervous,   but may still attend indoor events

9 .5  Percent  Will attend so long as CDC/ 
federal/state guidelines are strictly followed 

26 .1  Percent  Think that it is too   soon to tell

SURVEY RESULTS

continued on page 2

I n April of this year, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
began raising funds to provide 

COVID-19 relief to Jewish organiza-
tions in our two-county area. As of 
this printing, our generous community 
has contributed more than $330,000 to 
our Stronger Together effort, including 
a $100,000 matching grant from our 
board-restricted fund. Readers may recall that we distrib-

uted close to $70,000 of those dollars 
to eight Jewish organizations and syna-
gogues in early June to support Food 
Security and Health/Wellness pro-
gramming, including helping a number 
of synagogues make much-needed up-
grades to their technology and audio-

visual systems in order to provide virtual ser-vices and programs for our community mem-bers, many of whom are isolated and alone due to the pandemic. In July, the Stron-ger Together Granting Committee met to re-view applications for the second phase 
of the granting process. The response 
was overwhelming. The committee 
received requests totaling more than 
was available to distribute, which was 
concerning as the plan was to make a 
third phase of grants available in early 
fall. After much deliberation, the com-

mittee focused its efforts on fulfilling 
those grants that address Food Secu-
rity and Health/Wellness programming 
for this phase. The committee recom-
mended and received Board approval 
for $157,660 in grants for the follow-
ing programs:

L ’Shana Tova! FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF
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Sarasota-Manatee. Keep it on 
hand to quickly find Jewish 
goods, services and organizations.  
Request to be on the mailing list!
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Your story of survival moved  
 me and I will remember you  

for the rest of my life.
– North Port High School Student
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Invite a Holocaust 
survivor to your school, 

synagogue or library.  

To book a speaker, contact Anne Stein
HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU COORDINATOR 

luvhula@gmail.com 

#NEVERFORGET

Since 2014, 

12,000  
area students  

have heard testimony  
from Holocaust survivors
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Jewish-themed Crossword Puzzle

“Reading Material” by Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com           
Across
1. *Like one who has had too much Elite coffee
6. Make like a baby
9. *Methusaleh had the longest one
13. Branch for Sukkot
14. Color shade
15. Problems
16. *Joseph when he was sold into slavery,  
      e.g.
18. +
19. Did some quilting, say
20. It flew at Mach 2
21. Kind of mitzvah
24. Dina, to Levi (for short)
25. Prepares challah dough
28. Surgeon’s subj.
30. *Many an American Jew
32. Strictly forbidden
34. 1983 Randy Newman song with the lyric  
      “Looks like another perfect day”
35. *”B’tayavon” alternative
38. Really irk
40. Itinerary: Abbr.
43. *Jewish relatives
46. Make
47. Fireplace receptacle
48. ___ Chaim
50. Airport scanners, briefly
51. Egy. and Syr., once
52. Destroyer of the Second Temple
54. Cronies
56. What the starred clues in this puzzle  
      all are
60. Israeli truth
61. Bro
62. “Victory was not mine”
63. *Chatzos, Tzais, etc.... e.g.
64. One might be dipped in a mikvah
65. *Shekels, e.g.

Down
1. “...and the bush ___ not consumed” (Ex. 3:2)
2. Rage
3. Title for a Chassidic leader
4. Nights before
5. Natives of Copenhagen
6. It’s a no-no with meat, for kosher keepers
7. Regretted
8. Japan’s capital?
9. Empty promise
10. “___ as a no”
11. Seasonal sickness
12. Heard in Jewish deli: “___, already!”
17. Esau, for one
20. Haughty sorts
21. Counterpart of 21-Across
22. Kind of Santa winds
23. Father of Akiva Shtisel
25. “American Sniper” subject Chris ___
26. ___ Boca Vista
27. Madrid matron: Abbr.
29. Colgate, for one
31. Reddi-___ (brand of dessert topping)
33. Equal to, with “with”
36. What some work on at the beach
37. Chest muscle, for short
38. Grp. with a staff in its symbol
39. U.S. troops
41. Destinations for EMTs
42. Test for genes
44. Og’s was significant
45. “Boy!” or “girl!” lead-in
49. Currency in “Chad Gadya”
52. Shell food
53. Grain locale
54. Many kids ask their parents for (at least)  
      one
55. End of many a riddle
56. Israel’s has changed several times since  
      1948
57. Frenchman’s denial
58. Tel Aviv to Jerusalem dir.
59. Oink joint

Find Your Wilde

Wilde Lexus Sarasota 
4883 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Jaguar Land Rover
4821 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Honda Sarasota 
7333 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

See the Crossword Puzzle  
solution on page 33

June 1942… and beyond
Berlin on June 9, 1942 – the day be-
fore German troops moved into Lidice 
– was remembered as the largest of its 
kind in Nazi Germany.

An even more dramatic and dead-
ly tribute to Heydrich came later in the 
year, in the form of an operation code-
named Aktion Reinhard, given to the 
Nazi implementation of the deadliest 
phase of the Holocaust. This was what 
became termed the “Final Solution of 
the Jewish Question” (Endlösung der 
Judenfrage), lasting from 1942 and 
into 1943. The name was conferred as 
a memorial to Heydrich after his assas-
sination.

Initially, the plan was to inaugu-
rate measures that would lead to the 
eradication of the Jewish population 
of the area of occupied Poland known 
as the Generalgouvernement, but the 
scope of the plan broadened to in-
clude Jews transferred to Poland from 
throughout Nazi-occupied Europe. Ak-
tion Reinhard was thus an undertaking 
embracing the deportation and mass 
murder of millions of Jews, accompa-
nied by the plunder and transmission 
of Jewish property back to the Reich. 
The operation (also known as Einsatz 
Reinhard) eventually saw the establish-
ment of three purpose-built extermina-
tion camps in eastern Poland: Sobibor, 
Belzec and Treblinka. These were es-
tablished solely for the purpose of re-
alizing the Nazis’ murderous aims and 
were subsequently known as the Aktion 
Reinhard camps.

Anti-Jewish killing operations at 
Belzec using carbon monoxide gas 
had already begun in March 1942, 
continuing until December 1942. It 
has been estimated that some 600,000 
Jews were murdered at Belzec during 
its operation. Sobibor, which began 
operating in May 1942 and functioned 
until October 1943, saw a death toll of 
at least 250,000 Jews, while the killing 
center at Treblinka, called Treblinka 
II, opened in July 1942. By the time it 
closed in August 1943, over 900,000 
Jews had been murdered at Treblinka 
II, making that camp second only to 
Auschwitz as the greatest single mur-
der site of Jews during the Holocaust.

The martyrdom of Lidice in the 
wake of Heydrich’s assassination was 
but a prelude to much worse things to 
come. Not only did the Holocaust enter 
its most deadly phase, more and more 
localized massacres and the destruc-
tion of villages and towns followed, 
in places far removed from each other 
across Europe.

In 2022, 80 years later, such hor-
ror can sometimes seem unfathomable, 
and it is worth considering just what 
such utter carnage represented. It was 
nothing less than the greatest statement 
that racist extremism was able to pro-
claim about itself. We know who the 
victims were. We know who the per-
petrators were. And everyone else? 
Therein lies the greatest lesson for us, 
in our own age.
Paul R. Bartrop is Professor Emeritus 
of History and the former Director of 
the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Research at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

mailto:koshercrosswords@gmail.com
www.wildecars.com
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On June 14, Americans will 
commemorate Flag Day. This 
date was designated by Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson in 1916 to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the Continen-
tal Congress’ adoption of the design 

of the flag of the 
United States. In 
honor of this day, 
let us look at the 
Hebrew word for 
flag and the way 
the word is used 
in the Bible and 
in modern He-
brew. 

The Hebrew 
word for flag is degel. Degel also 
means standard and banner. The ety-
mology of the word is unclear. Degel is 
probably a loan word that entered the 
Hebrew language from the Akkadian 
diglu or dagalu, which meant eyesight, 
sight and gaze. Some scholars connect 
degel with the Arabic dajjala, meaning 
a large crowd, or the Ethiopian dagal, 
meaning army. 

Choosing a design and color for a 
degel and making it a symbol of unity 
and force has been a part of societies 
and cultures since time immemorial. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that the 
word degel appears in the Bible 14 
times, representing the social and po-
litical identity of biblical families and 
tribes. Interestingly, most of the refer-
ences to degel are found in the Book 
of Numbers when the Israelites were 
commanded to camp around the Tab-
ernacle, each with his degel, under the 
banner of their ancestral home. (Num. 
2:1)

At that time, four different groups 
were counted, each under its own degel, 
symbolizing its numbers and strength. 
The four different degalim (pl. of de-
gel) represented the communities of 
Judah, Ruben, Efraim and Dan. All 
the rest of the tribes united under the  

continued on next page

Russia-Ukraine-USA and me
By Robert Kesten, CEO, Shulamith Institute for Human Rights Action, March 24, 2022

At Syracuse University, I fo-
cused on Russian history as 
Russia was “the other” super-

power with a very different worldview 
from that of the United States. I did not 
imagine I would find myself in Kyiv 
at the edge of the ravine (Babyn Yar) 

talking to Presi-
dent George H. 
W. Bush and be-
come a footnote 
in that history.

Even think-
ing of the story, 
I find it hard to 
believe. I was sit-
ting in my office 
at 666 Broadway 

in New York City when the phone rang. 
The voice, unknown to me, requested I 
fly to Paris, France, then go to the So-
viet consulate, where they would issue 
me a visa.

The man answering the back door 
said he would not issue the visa. My in-
structions included a phone number. I 
called. Another man answered. He was 
a top official at UNESCO. He said, go 
back and knock again. I did and, very 
grudgingly, the man took my pass-
port and within a short time I had my  
visa.

I then took an Aeroflot flight to 
Kyiv. I was met at the airport and driv-
en in the rain on potholed streets to a 
nondescript building. It was dark and 
gloomy outside and inside. A guard, 
sitting under the one lightbulb, pointed 
me toward a red door on the far side of 

the lobby. I opened it. On the other side 
was another red leather door.

As I walked in, a tall, distinguished 
man sitting in a comfortable chair, 
reading a book, looked up and said, 
“How do we leave the Soviet Union?” 
I looked back to see whom he was 
talking to, but I was the only person in 
the room. He then said, “Excuse me for 
being so rude, I am Sergei Komisaren-
ko, Ukraine’s deputy prime minister.”

Over time, I got to understand 
Ukraine, its various communities and 
the multiple reasons I was there. I ac-
companied the deputy prime minister 
on visits to Israel and the United States 
(New York and Washington, D.C.), 
where I set up meetings for him.

I interacted with the U.S. gov-
ernment, Soviet officials and myriad 
Ukrainians from all walks of life – from 
the very young Chief Rabbi Bleich to 
the director of the national puppet the-
ater, Mr. Romanoff. I went to the train 
station to see Jews leaving for Israel 
or the USA, and I planned for the 50th 
Commemoration of Babyn Yar. This, 
in and of itself, was a massive under-
taking that took months of preparation 
and included my inviting Jewish lead-
ers from around the world in addition 
to governmental and business leaders 
from over 60 nations.

On the night of the commemo-
ration, I stood at the drop-off point 
for dignitaries with Ukraine’s deputy 
prime minister and president. When 
the first guest arrived, they accompa-
nied him to the reception, leaving me 

as the official representative welcom-
ing dignitaries to the event. I greeted 
the U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union, the leader of the German Bund-
estag, top officials from Israel’s Knes-
set and any number of other officials, 
including the official delegation from 
the United States.

I invited Tony Randall, Oscar-win-
ner Cliff Robertson, Topol and iconic 
Russian poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko, 
who wrote the unforgettable poem, 
“Babi Yar.” They, along with a 
Ukrainian actor, read from historical 

texts and then performed the poem in 
English, Yiddish, Hebrew, Russian 
and Ukrainian. Not only was there a 
live audience of over 40,000 people 
on the edge of the ravine itself, but it 
was broadcast across the entire USSR, 
with an estimated audience of over 150 
million.

When Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk presented the Chief Rabbi 
with a fully decked-out Torah that was 
being returned from the government’s 
archives, the entire audience rose to its 
feet and cheered. 

It is important to note that with 
months of preparation, with displays 
set up on the streets of Kyiv, with sto-
ries in newspapers, and an assortment 
of public events, press conferences and 
public forums, nothing was ever de-
faced, there was no violence and there 
were no threats made against Jews or 
other minorities. This nation, like most 
nations, which had experienced centu-
ries of hatred of Jews, was supportive 
and encouraging in this moment. It left 
me with the belief that all is possible 
when the goal and dream is bigger than 
ourselves.

The Bush administration had by 
that time made a number of judge-
ments that would be questioned. The 
first came when the President and Mrs. 
Bush visited Kyiv. There I asked how 
the United States could be of help as 
the soon-to-be former Soviet Republics 
were looking for help in understand-
ing and executing democracy and the 
rule of law. The president told me that 
such an initiative would be too costly. 
He then gave what William Safire, the 
conservative editorialist for The New 
York Times, called the “Chicken Kiev” 

speech. It got Safire banned from the 
White House. The third act took place 
after the election of Boris Yeltsin, mak-
ing him the first freely elected president 
in Russian history. Mr. Yeltsin request-
ed to visit the White House. I received 
a call from the CIA asking my opinion. 
I stated Yeltsin was now the most pow-
erful elected leader in all of Europe 
and he should be welcomed with open 
arms. They did not do so. He indeed 
went to Washington but was ushered in 
and out a side door with no pomp and 
no circumstance, which is very import-
ant to Russians and others.

After the visit, a representative of 
the administration called and said, we 
made a mistake, didn’t we? I agreed. 
Russia felt disrespected in a big way. 
President Bush, I was told, still pre-
ferred dealing with Mr. Gorbachev, 
who was basically a figurehead with 
limited power. It was one of many  
mistakes that led to a more nationalis-
tic Russian leadership with a chip on 
its shoulder as U.S. leadership only  
offered cosmetic ways for Russia to 
join the world community as an equal, 

Robert Kesten

For the 50th Commemoration of Babyn Yar... 
not only was there a live audience of over 
40,000 people on the edge of the ravine itself, 
but it was broadcast across the entire USSR, 
with an estimated audience of over 150 million.

new homeshalom

To learn more, contact Lisa Feinman: 
941.706.0034  •  lfeinman@jfedsrq.org

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

Whether you are new to Sarasota, or new  
to us at the Federation, we want to know you!
Our Shalom New Home Program can  
help you get settled, get involved,  
and make new friends!

We are right here.

941-366-2224
www.JFCS-Cares.org

For over 30 years,  JFCS has been 
providing personal, compassionate 
care for the aging in the Suncoast 
community. Through the programs 
offered by Aging Services, Seniors 
establish meaningful relationships 

and lifelines in a caring and 
supportive environment where 

there may have once been 
feelings of a lack of purpose, loss, 

grief, and even isolation.  

CARES
For information and registration, 

please contact Cheryl Hamlin 
at 941-366-2224  ext 112.

Venice Office
2167 S. Tamiami Trail

Caregiver Group
Thursdays 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm

mailto:lfeinman@jfedsrq.org
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Jason Isaacson 
AJC Chief Policy and Political Affairs Officer

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022

Securing Israel’s Future in a  
Changing Middle East 
Against the backdrop of terror attacks, 
regional aggression, and nuclear 
ambitions of Iran, the Abraham Accords 
of 2020 have introduced the prospect of 
mutually beneficial Arab-Israeli Peace—a 
prospect that will fundamentally alter 
Israel’s strategic posture. 

Holly Huffnagle 
AJC U.S. Director, Combating Antisemitism

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2022

America’s Wakeup Call:  
What Rising Antisemitism Means  
for the United States 
Antisemitism, the world’s longest 
hatred, is rising in the United States. 
Americans must wakeup to the fact that 
what begins with Jews, rarely ends with 
Jews. The current rise of hate, prejudice, 
and conspiratorial thinking should be a 
warning for all. 

Rabbi Noam Marans  
AJC Director, Interreligious and Intergroup Relations

TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2022

The Many Voices of Christianity on 
Israel: Not One Size Fits All 
Christians worldwide, and especially in 
the U.S., are not of one mind regarding 
support for Israel and diverse approaches 
for different denominations are needed.

June 21 | July 19 | August 16
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Michael’s On East, Sarasota

Only $39 Per Lecture 
Includes Luncheon!

Reservations Required.

RSVP Online at  
AJC.org/Sarasota/summer2022

Or Email: sarasota@ajc.org
Or Call AJC at 941.365.4955

ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF:
Degel – Flag
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

On June 14, Americans will 
commemorate Flag Day. This 
date was designated by Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson in 1916 to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the Continen-
tal Congress’ adoption of the design 

of the flag of the 
United States. In 
honor of this day, 
let us look at the 
Hebrew word for 
flag and the way 
the word is used 
in the Bible and 
in modern He-
brew. 

The Hebrew 
word for flag is degel. Degel also 
means standard and banner. The ety-
mology of the word is unclear. Degel is 
probably a loan word that entered the 
Hebrew language from the Akkadian 
diglu or dagalu, which meant eyesight, 
sight and gaze. Some scholars connect 
degel with the Arabic dajjala, meaning 
a large crowd, or the Ethiopian dagal, 
meaning army. 

Choosing a design and color for a 
degel and making it a symbol of unity 
and force has been a part of societies 
and cultures since time immemorial. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that the 
word degel appears in the Bible 14 
times, representing the social and po-
litical identity of biblical families and 
tribes. Interestingly, most of the refer-
ences to degel are found in the Book 
of Numbers when the Israelites were 
commanded to camp around the Tab-
ernacle, each with his degel, under the 
banner of their ancestral home. (Num. 
2:1)

At that time, four different groups 
were counted, each under its own degel, 
symbolizing its numbers and strength. 
The four different degalim (pl. of de-
gel) represented the communities of 
Judah, Ruben, Efraim and Dan. All 
the rest of the tribes united under the  

degalim of these four heads and togeth-
er, excluding the Levites, numbered 
603,550 troops. (Num. 2:32)

Later we read, “so they encamp-
ed following their degel, and so they 
marched each with his clan according 
to his ancestral home.” (Num 2:34)

And so, it becomes clear that in 
early biblical Hebrew, degel was asso-
ciated with the ancestral standards that 
may also be associated with troops and 
military divisions. 

It is fascinating to note here that 
only one time in the entire Bible is the 
word degel used in a completely dif-
ferent way, not related to any social or 
military organization. Rather, degel is 
associated with a declaration of love 
and protection. In the Song of Songs 
(2:4), a woman describes the fact that 
she was “brought to a banquet room, 
and his degel of love was over me.” The 
meaning of these words is not exactly 
clear, but it conveys the feeling of pro-
tection and security the lovers shared.  
We will end our short discussion of 
degel with a few examples of the use 
of degel in modern Hebrew. Degel ha-
le-om literally means the national flag. 
The phrase nikrah el ha-degel literally 
means called to the flag, to be called to 
serve in the military or to be drafted. 
Diglay Ha-Sha-ma-yim are literally the 
flags of heaven, referring to the angels, 
the Heavenly Hosts. And last, but not 
least, le-had-gil ahavah means to show 
great affection and love (based on Song 
of Songs 2:10). 

In short, in the biblical era and 
in modern times, the flag, the degel, 
represents familial standard, national 
pride, military unity, security and pro-
tection at all times, be it war, peace or 
simply a pure expression of love.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus Col-
lege in Chicago, and a retired adjunct 
professor of Hebrew and Bible at New 
College in Sarasota.

Russia-Ukraine-USA and me...continued from previous page
remaining a pariah. 

Now, at every opportunity, Mr. 
Putin flexes his diminished muscles to 
show his nation matters. The U.S. was 
quick to pay billions to move nuclear 
weapons out of Ukraine, but it never 
helped develop political solutions to 
political problems. Our financial indus-
try went to Russia but did not offer a 
Marshall Plan. We helped the oligarchs 
get richer, and the nations poorer.

Today’s war is not our fault, but 
there is fault enough to cast blame in 
many directions. The grave misunder-
standings, mistakes and missed op-
portunities have cast a dark shadow. 
After President Bush’s speech in Kyiv, 
I asked a CBS reporter why the media 
referred to him as the “Foreign Policy 
President.” He paused, put his arm on 
my shoulder and said, “Because he has 
no domestic policy at all.” Today, the 
media continues naming things false-
ly, creating a sense of normalcy, as if 
it were ordinary. It is a major factor in 
why we find ourselves in “interesting 
times.”

Robert Kesten serves as CEO of the 
Shulamith Institute for Human Rights 
Action, the umbrella organization for 
PDHRE and AFTAP. Currently, the 
Institute seeks to facilitate a Human 
Rights County in Sarasota and bring 
the international 75th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights to the region.

He conceptualized the United Na-
tions Decade of Human Rights Edu-
cation (1995-2004) which launched 
PDHRE, the concept of Human Rights 
Cities and the concept of lifelong 
learning as essential to human rights 
being integrated into government.

Kesten has worked in many fields 
around the world, from Hollywood 
films to the breakup of the Soviet 
Union, and from Israeli agriculture to 
extensive work in Egypt and Tunisia 
during the Arab Spring.

To participate in the Human Rights 
County or the host committee for the 
75th anniversary celebrations, please 
contact Robert at PDHRE.AFTAP@
gmail.com.

For the 50th Commemoration of Babyn Yar... 
not only was there a live audience of over 
40,000 people on the edge of the ravine itself, 
but it was broadcast across the entire USSR, 
with an estimated audience of over 150 million.

new homeshalom

To learn more, contact Lisa Feinman: 
941.706.0034  •  lfeinman@jfedsrq.org

The Larry & Mary Greenspon Family Campus  
for Jewish Life • Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Get newcomer information: JFEDSRQ.ORG/new

Whether you are new to Sarasota, or new  
to us at the Federation, we want to know you!
Our Shalom New Home Program can  
help you get settled, get involved,  
and make new friends!

mailto:sarasota@ajc.org
www.AJC.org/Sarasota/summer2022
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05 -- 05 --2022YOM HA’ATZMAUTYOM HA’ATZMAUT
IsraelIsraelIndependence DayIndependence Day

Israel Independence Day celebration/Yom Ha’atzmaut 2022 was a HUGE success with 
approximately 400 people in attendance! The Sarasota-Manatee community came together  
on The Bay Civic Green to enjoy the festivities provided by community organizations and vendors 
and to sing and dance and celebrate Israel’s 74th birthday. Thank you to our lead sponsors, 
Lisa and Scott Zelniker, McCarver and Moser Jewelers, and Fresh Start Cafe. Thank you to our 
partners, the Kehillah Collaborative organizations, Sarasota-Manatee Rabbinical Association, 
StandWithUs Southeast, Michael’s On East, Sarasota Lawn Bowling Club and Baca Bread.
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Israeli Ethiopian Jewish community  
to celebrate Shavuot with new Torah
By Nathalie Cohen Sheffer

Creating a new Torah is an ex-
hausting task, with 304,805 
letters to be written by hand 

with a quill on calfskin or parchment 
by a trained scribe (sofer). Each letter 
must be infused with intention and pur-
pose which might explain why it takes 
a sofer over 2,000 hours to create just 
one Torah. For one recently created 
Torah scroll that was inscribed on top 
of the ancient Jewish fortress of Masa-
da, each letter is infused with intention 
from individuals around the world who 
came together through Jewish Nation-
al Fund-USA (JNF-USA) to donate a 
Torah scroll to a small, yet strong Ethi-
opian Jewish community in Israel’s 
southern desert.

Beginning in the late 1970s, a se-
ries of clandestine operations brought 
thousands of Ethiopian Jews home to 
Israel and led to the establishment of 
a proud, flourishing community known 
as “Beta Israel.” 

There are around 160,000 Ethi-
opian Jews living in Israel (less than 
2% of the population); 8,000 of whom 
call Be’er Sheva, the largest city in the 
Negev desert of southern Israel, their 
home. Many of the community are ob-
servant and attend the Shavu Banim 
synagogue in the city, the first syna-
gogue in Israel built for the members 
of the Israeli Ethiopian community. 
The synagogue was the recent recipient 
of a Torah scroll donated by JNF-USA 
as part of its Be Inscribed (beinscribed.
org) project where people can sponsor 
a letter, sentence, portion or an entire 
Torah scroll to be handwritten atop the 
ancient cliff fortress of Masada. 

“The Ethiopian community in 
Be’er Sheva is among the oldest in Is-
rael and pioneers of the Ethiopian Jew-
ish community’s Aliyah (immigration 
to Israel) back in 1979 and during the 
1980s,” says Naftali Aklum, CEO and 

founder of project Yerus and liaison to 
JNF-USA about the Shavu Banim syn-
agogue community members. “They 
were the first to journey from Ethiopia 
through Sudan and from there to Is-
rael in a perilous journey. The person 
who made this aliyah possible was my 
late brother, Ferede Aklum, who led 
the first group of Ethiopian Jews into 
Sudan and then contacted the Mossad 
Intelligence Agency while he was a 
refugee in Sudan to help organize the 
aliyah to Israel.”

Aklum has been involved with 
JNF-USA for the past five years. “To-
gether we aim to bring the story of 
Ethiopian Jews to the forefront, a story 
that is not widely known abroad or in 
Israeli society,” he says. “I travel to the 
United States quite often to give lec-
tures at campuses, universities, syna-
gogues and in non-Jewish community 
centers to highlight our story.”

Two years ago, Aklum spoke with 
JNF-USA’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Russell Robinson, about the idea of 
bringing a Torah scroll to the commu-
nity’s synagogue. Now, that plan has 
come to fruition. “We are all extremely 
excited, happy and moved by this ges-

ture,” says Aklum. “Our community 
is very religious and has cherished its 
connection to Judaism and to G-d for 
the past 2,500 years. The idea of having 
a beautiful Torah that will help glorify 
the sanctity of our synagogue warms 
our hearts. It is especially meaningful 
for my family since the book has been 
dedicated to the memory of my late fa-
ther, Yazezwo Aklum.

“This Torah scroll symbolizes a 
connection between two communities: 
the Jewish American community in 

the U.S. and the Jewish 
Ethiopian community 
here in Israel. It’s just 
like the phrase goes: ‘All 
of Israel are responsible 
for one another.’ We are 
all one big family with 
the same DNA, and this 
just proves it.”

Robinson agrees with 
Naftali and reiterates, 
“We have a distance of 
thousands of miles, we 
have a distance of lan-
guage, perhaps a dis-
tance in our spirituality 
– but we don’t have a 

distance connecting our DNA as one 
people. We are connected by our past, 
we are connected as family today and 
we will be connected for thousands of 
years tomorrow. This Torah scroll cele-
brates that the Jewish people are here.”

According to Aklum, the Ethiopian 

Jews have been the true heroes of their 
aliyah story. “One of the main things 
that the Torah tells us is to recognize 
the good,” he says. “We recognize 
all the good that American Jews have 
brought upon our community since the 
1970s when they first supported our 
aliyah efforts. As we celebrate Shavuot 
and celebrate receiving the Torah at 
Mount Sinai, I am thankful for our con-
nection to JNF-USA and how it helps 
bring our community the tools and in-
frastructure it needs to better assimilate 
into Israeli society. More so, I believe 
that the story of the Ethiopian Jews 
can help bridge the gaps that the Jew-
ish American community faces when 
dealing with other communities in the 
United States.”
As Jews around the world celebrate 
Shavuot, you can recognize someone 
through a letter, word, verse or more 
written in a Torah by a scribe on top of 
Masada at beinscribed.org.

SIGN UP TODAY ON JFEDSRQ.org!
Click on the “EBLAST SIGN UP” button at the top of the page.

Join Us!

8,0008,000 members members of the  
Jewish community stay informed about  
what’s happening at Federation. You can too! 

• Be the first to learn about Federation 
announcements

• Stay up to date on Federation events

• Receive important updates from Federation 
leadership

• Stay informed on the latest 
security reports from our Jewish 
Community Security Director

The Torah gifted to Be’er Sheva’s  
Jewish Ethiopian community from JNF-USA

JNF-USA Be Inscribed sofer transcribes a Torah on top of the 
ancient Jewish fortress of Masada (photos courtesy JNF-USA)

QUESTIONS ?QUESTIONS ?
Contact Jeremy Lisitza, JeremyL@jfedsrq.org
For more information, call 941.371.4546

communitycommunity
havdalahhavdalah

Did you know that Havdalah  Did you know that Havdalah  
can be celebrated until Tuesday  can be celebrated until Tuesday  
evening at sundown? Join us!evening at sundown? Join us!

JUNE 27 JUNE 27 ••  7PM7PM  
LIDO BEACH LIDO BEACH 
LIDO BEACH PAVILION LIDO BEACH PAVILION 
400 BEN FRANKLIN DR., SARASOTA400 BEN FRANKLIN DR., SARASOTA

BYO BYO ((bring your own)bring your own)::
• Family
• Friends
• Chairs or blankets
• Non-perishable food item*
*In support of All Faiths Food Bank  
  Campaign Against Summer Hunger

JFedSRQ.org

mailto:JeremyL@jfedsrq.org
www.JFEDSRQ.org
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Counting our days and telling our stories:  
Sefirat HaOmer

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman
Temple Emanu-El

And from the day on which you 
bring the sheaf of elevation 
offering – the day after the 

sabbath – you shall count off seven 
weeks. They must be complete: You 
must count until the day after the sev-
enth week – fifty days; then you shall 
bring an offering of new grain to the 
Eternal.”

This passage is Leviticus chap-
ter 23, verses 15 and 16. It describes 
the date that the first barley offering 

was brought before God, traditionally 
the second night of Passover, and the 
counting of each day forward. On the 
50th day – or the 49th, depending on 
how you calculate – we reach the holi-
day of Shavuot. This year, Shavuot will 
begin on June 4 at sunset.

In this period falls Sefirat Ha-
Omer, the counting of the Omer. During 
these evenings, it is customary to recite 
a blessing – “Baruch Atah Adonai, 
Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, asher kid-
shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al sefirat 
haomer,” “Blessed are You, Adonai 
our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who 
makes us holy with Your command-
ments, and commands us regarding the 
counting of the Omer” – and say: “To-
day is such-and-such day of the Omer.” 

Now, every word of the Torah is 
wise and holy, sacred and perfect. And 
yet, we might be forgiven for asking: 
What does any of this have to do with 
me?

It’s a legitimate question! We are 

no longer an agrarian people. We no 
longer bring offerings to God. We no 
longer harvest barley. So many of these 
sacrifices, these rituals, these customs 
have fallen away – and perhaps, right-
ly so. They are strange. They are alien. 
They are irrelevant.

Nevertheless. I love the practice of 
counting the Omer.

The Hebrew root of counting is 
samech, fay, resh – safar – the same 
root as sefer, book. Even though the 
two meanings seem so different – the 
impersonal numbers, the analytical 
counting – and the personal stories, the 
creative recounting – there’s a link be-
tween counting numbers and telling a 
story. 

Maybe it’s not such a surprise. 
After all, we do this all the time! We 
say, “When I was 21…when I was 
35…when I was 48…when I was 60…
when I turned 80,” and a flood of mem-
ories, of stories, come rushing back. 
We hear that a friend’s grandchild 
has turned three, and we picture her 
face, her milestones, the stories of the 
three-year-olds in our own lives. We 
say “June 6” or “September 11,” “July 
4” or “May 8,” and we are not just  

counting time – we are telling stories.
But the days go quickly. What were 

we doing three days ago? Four months 
ago? Three years ago? On July 4 in 
2002, or May 8 in 1965? What hap-
pened to us on those days that seemed 
important at the time or that seemed 
unimportant but was actually precious 
in its ordinariness and serenity? What 
stories have we forgotten?

Sefirat HaOmer, the counting of 
the Omer, reminds us to mark each 
day. To connect our days to one an-
other, to count and to recount. To give 
them a number – mispar – and a story 
– a sippur. To take a moment and offer 
a blessing. To dedicate this period to 
God, Who is the Counter of our days 
and the Author of our stories.

The Psalmist implores, “Teach us 
to number our days, that we may gain 
a heart of wisdom.” And the great me-
dieval philosopher Bachya ibn Paku-
da taught, “Days are scrolls. Write on 
them what you want remembered.”

May the remaining days of Se-
firat HaOmer be filled with counting 
and stories, wisdom and memories. 
And may we, and all those we love, be 
blessed with a joyous Shavuot!

“

A letter to a friend concerning Israel
By Harold M. Halpern
Editor’s note: This is an open letter 
from Harold Halpern, a retired attor-
ney living in Lakewood Ranch and 

board member of 
American Jewish 
Committee and 
American Asso-
ciation of Jewish 
Lawyers and Ju-
rists, expressing 
solely his person-
al opinion to his 
cousin Shlomo 

Nakdimon, the retired chief political 
writer for Israel’s Yediot Aharonot, 
author and press advisor to the Late 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin at 
the Camp David negotiations with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat.

April 24, 2022
Dear Shlomo,
In May, with a few legal col-

leagues, I am going to Israel, following 
up on our visit of June 2019, to meet 
with retired Supreme Court Justices, 
law professors, think tanks, attorneys, 
Knesset members and party leaders, on 
legal and entwined political issues.

When I visited in 2019, Israel was 
in the midst of one of four elections 
held in a two-year period. The out-
come was uncertain. I was quite sur-
prised when Benjamin Netanyahu was 
dethroned on June 13, 2021, after 15 
years as Prime Minister, by a govern-
ment coalition of eight political parties 
(including right, left, center and Israeli 
Arab) with a one seat majority, 61 seats 
to 59, in the opposition. 

Yair Lapid, the leader of Yesh 
Atid, must be credited with a master-
ful achievement. He used the parties’ 
distaste for Netanyahu’s overbearing 
governance, as well as his facing a 
criminal trial for fraud and breach of 
trust, as the glue to bring the disparate 
parties together. He understood that the 
six seats of Yamina, a small right-wing 
party led by Naftali Bennett, would not 
join a coalition headed by the center 
or left. So Lapid agreed that Bennett 
would be Prime Minister for the first 
half of the term, with Lapid serving 
as Foreign Affairs Minister and Alter-
nate Prime Minister and then rotating 
into the PM position in August 2023. 
To complete the task, Lapid negotiated 
with Mansour Abbas, leader of the Is-
raeli Arab party Ra’am, to join the co-
alition. Abbas brought the needed four 
votes and ended the taboo of an Arab 
party being a part of the government.

Despite, or maybe because of, the 
slim majority, the new government got 

6 

Shawniece Boss, DPM

CortezFootAndAnkle.com

FELDMAN
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A letter to a friend concerning Israel
By Harold M. Halpern
Editor’s note: This is an open letter 
from Harold Halpern, a retired attor-
ney living in Lakewood Ranch and 

board member of 
American Jewish 
Committee and 
American Asso-
ciation of Jewish 
Lawyers and Ju-
rists, expressing 
solely his person-
al opinion to his 
cousin Shlomo 

Nakdimon, the retired chief political 
writer for Israel’s Yediot Aharonot, 
author and press advisor to the Late 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin at 
the Camp David negotiations with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat.

April 24, 2022
Dear Shlomo,
In May, with a few legal col-

leagues, I am going to Israel, following 
up on our visit of June 2019, to meet 
with retired Supreme Court Justices, 
law professors, think tanks, attorneys, 
Knesset members and party leaders, on 
legal and entwined political issues.

When I visited in 2019, Israel was 
in the midst of one of four elections 
held in a two-year period. The out-
come was uncertain. I was quite sur-
prised when Benjamin Netanyahu was 
dethroned on June 13, 2021, after 15 
years as Prime Minister, by a govern-
ment coalition of eight political parties 
(including right, left, center and Israeli 
Arab) with a one seat majority, 61 seats 
to 59, in the opposition. 

Yair Lapid, the leader of Yesh 
Atid, must be credited with a master-
ful achievement. He used the parties’ 
distaste for Netanyahu’s overbearing 
governance, as well as his facing a 
criminal trial for fraud and breach of 
trust, as the glue to bring the disparate 
parties together. He understood that the 
six seats of Yamina, a small right-wing 
party led by Naftali Bennett, would not 
join a coalition headed by the center 
or left. So Lapid agreed that Bennett 
would be Prime Minister for the first 
half of the term, with Lapid serving 
as Foreign Affairs Minister and Alter-
nate Prime Minister and then rotating 
into the PM position in August 2023. 
To complete the task, Lapid negotiated 
with Mansour Abbas, leader of the Is-
raeli Arab party Ra’am, to join the co-
alition. Abbas brought the needed four 
votes and ended the taboo of an Arab 
party being a part of the government.

Despite, or maybe because of, the 
slim majority, the new government got 

things done in its first six months. Just 
to mention a few accomplishments: a 
budget was passed for the first time 
in several years of political stalemate; 
Ra’am’s inclusion began a small start 
on full acceptance by the Israeli Arab 
community (20% of the population) 
and of Israeli Jewish citizens into 
equal economic, political and social 
standing; Covid and the economy were 
managed; and the former government’s 
attacks on the courts and its own insti-
tutions were ended.

The coalition knew it had to 
demonstrate to the public the ability to 
get things done, notwithstanding philo-
sophical differences. Simply stated, the 
parties agreed that all decisions required 
consent of all parties, and that on mat-
ters on which they couldn’t agree, the 
status quo would be maintained.

In foreign affairs and security, the 
government didn’t miss a beat. With 
the United States reducing its engage-
ment in the Middle East, Israel is seen 
by its Abraham Accords partners as a 
vital leader in defending the entire re-
gion from Iranian and terrorist threats. 
Israel is fully engaged with them on 
military matters and in jointly creating 
dynamic projects greatly benefiting all 
economically and scientifically. This 
new relationship has also reached out 
to Jordan and Egypt for enhanced trade 
and mutual security.

Most importantly, Israel has main-
tained – and, I suggest, enhanced – its 
government relationship with the Unit-
ed States. That doesn’t mean that their 
interests are always identical, but they 
work through the differences without 
public confrontation and, at times, 
agree to disagree. America remains 
Israel’s strongest supporter and under-
stands that it must take whatever action 
is required for its own security, both in-
ternally and externally.

However, it appears that the co- 
alition partners may have reached the 
end of matters upon which they agree. 
Cracks are appearing. One of Ben-
nett’s Yamina party members, Idit Sil-
man, left the coalition, creating a 60-60 
deadlock. Another of its members, Nir 
Orbach, threatens to leave. Moreover, 
Ra’am’s constituency feels the Bennett- 
Lapid government hasn’t kept its prom-
ises for the benefit of its villages. Rather 
than confront the issue, Ra’am mem-
bers took a cooling-off period from the 
Knesset during its Passover recess.

As Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
recently said, “Hard to see [where the] 
coalition will be next week.”

Harold M. Halpern

I suspect that the government will 
limp along until one or more of the par-
ties decides it will be better off joining 
forces with the opposition to dissolve 
the Knesset and go to elections. If 
that happens, Yair Lapid will become 
Prime Minister, heading up a caretak-
er government, maintaining the status 
quo and security until elections.

I am eager to exchange thoughts 
about the unresolved, and maybe unre-
solvable, issues of the religious-secular 

divide, the existential threat of Iran and 
the West Bank-Palestinian status. We 
know that no agreement is possible in 
the foreseeable future, but what lays 
ahead on Abbas’s departure? Civil war 
with Hamas in the West Bank? That 
would be a fearful outcome.

But we know Israel will do every-
thing necessary to remain a democracy 
and a Jewish state.

Best to all, 
Harold
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Israel hosts summit of Arab nations
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A flying hora and closing of a rabbinical school
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

Appointed rabbi of a congre-
gation in Albany, New York, 
in 1846, four months after 

emigrating from Bohemia (the Czech 
Republic), Isaac Mayer Wise initiated 
a series of groundbreaking reforms: 
counting women in a minyan, allowing 
men and women to sit together during 
worship, permitting a mixed-sex choir 
and introducing different settings for 
liturgical music.

After Wise 
controversially 
claimed that he 
did not believe in 
the coming of the 
Messiah or the 
resurrection of the 
dead, a group of 
congregation mem- 
bers contended he 

had gone too far and succeeded in oust-
ing him right before Rosh Hashanah in 
1850. Wise rejected the termination and 
led the Erev Rosh Hashanah service. 
But the following day, after arriving to 
find his pulpit seat had been removed, 
he waited until the completion of the 
opening hymn before undauntingly 
ascending the bimah to conduct the 
service. The congregation’s president 
then struck Wise, quickly precipitating 
fisticuffs to break out in the pews. Po-
lice were called and they hauled many 
congregants off to jail.

This High Holy Day scrum 
prompted the formation of a break-
away congregation that Wise led un-
til assuming a pulpit in Cincinnati in 

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

1854, a congregation I would grow up 
in more than a century later.

During his subsequent 46-year 
tenure at what would later be renamed 
Wise Temple, he left a 
remarkable legacy. (See 
photo at right. Complet-
ed in 1866, the magnif-
icent structure reflects 
the Moorish synagogue 
architectural style found 
in Germany and indica-
tive of the Golden Age of 
the Jewish experience in 
Spain that Rabbi Wise’s 
optimism suggested could 
be renewed in America. 
The 14 bands of Hebrew 
texts surrounding the inte-
rior selected by Wise are 
primarily taken from the 
Book of Psalms.)

With indefatigable en-
ergy, the rabbinic dynamo spearheaded 
the creation of a new American stream 
of Judaism in founding the influential, 
nationally distributed American Israel-
ite newspaper; the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (now known as 
the URJ, the Union for Reform Juda-
ism), which united like-minded Jews 
across the country; the Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis; and, the 
crown jewel of them all, Hebrew Union 
College (HUC) to train a new gener-
ation of rabbis for both the challeng-
es and opportunities presented by an 
emerging landscape of sizable Jewish 
communities living in an unprecedented 

For more information about STEP,  
go to JFEDSRQ.org/STEP or contact  
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org  
or 941.343.2109.

open and free society. Today, HUC 
includes three additional campuses in 
New York, Los Angeles and Jerusalem.

My father, who grew up in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, re-
called that he be-
came proficient in 
Hebrew because his 
rabbi would give 
candy to those stu-
dents who especial-
ly excelled in it. But 
my learned grandfa-
ther also studied Bi-
ble and other Jewish 
texts with him.

One day, when 
he just happened to 
be in Des Moines on 
business, my grand-
father heard that the 
famed Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver would 

be speaking at a luncheon at a de-
partment store sponsored by a Jewish 
women’s organization. After listening 
at the door to Silver’s presentation, he 
returned home and exclaimed to my 
father, “Now that’s the kind of rabbi I 
want you to be.” 

That’s how Robert L. Katz, who 
knew little of Reform Judaism at the 
time, ended up at Hebrew Union Col-
lege. Following ordination, he earned 
a doctorate in Modern Hebrew Liter-
ature and then joined the HUC faculty 
where he became a pioneer in the field 
of Jewish pastoral care and taught for 
more than 50 years.

As someone who grew up in the 
shadow of the college, I particularly 
lament the decision made in April to 
close the Cincinnati campus’ rabbini-
cal program. While I understand that, 
due to declining enrollment over an 
extended period the handwriting had 
been on the wall, I still experienced 
this action as a gut punch. Though I 
didn’t study for the Reform rabbinate 
at the Cincinnati campus, I still have 
many memories of it.

In my childhood years, classes 
of students occasionally came to our 
house to meet with my father. I recall 
peeking out at them wondering what 
deep, God-absorbed thoughts they 
might be contemplating. Their per-
ceived intellectual mien seemed well 
beyond me at a time when I tended to 
be much more focused on the play of 
the Cincinnati Reds. Little did I think I 
would become a rabbi myself one day. 

At around nine years old I attended 
a Simchat Torah service at the college. 
During a reception in the dining room 
afterward, a group of students linked 
arms at their shoulders and began danc-
ing the hora. When the circle began to 
pick up speed, some other students 
started eyeing me and another faculty 
kid standing nearby. At one point they 
just picked him up, put him on the back 
of one of the dancers, and instructed 
him to hold on tightly around his neck.

As the circle’s revolutions revved 
up, he could be seen “flying” with his 
whole body extended outward into the 
air. It looked like great fun but then, 
suddenly, he lost his grip, flew off, 
slammed into a wall and slumped to 

the ground. I immediately thought to 
myself: This is terrible. What a trage-
dy! Here we were celebrating a joyous 
holiday and a child had been killed…
and it could have been me.

Though he didn’t appear to be 
breathing, some smelling salts brought 
him to. Wouldn’t you know, he went on 
to become a noted rabbi and theologian 
in his own right.

My father told me he’d once 
shopped for clothes with Rabbi Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel when he briefly 
taught at the college. My mom men-
tioned that, before I was born, she’d 
served a forgettable roasted chicken 
dinner to Rabbi Leo Baeck, the revered 
leader of German Jewry during the 
Nazi era who also taught at the college 
for a time. She said Baeck didn’t tell 
the truth when he wrote in a gracious 
thank-you note, now a cherished per-
sonal possession, that the meal had 
been exquisite.

HUC has drawn an array of distin-
guished scholars to its faculty through-
out the seminary’s history. They were 
attracted by the freedom it offered to 
explore Jewish history, practice and 
ethics through emerging modern tools 
of inquiry. The rapidly expanding 
fields of archaeology and philology 
in the late-19th and early-20th century 
had resulted in the thrilling discovery of  
biblical sites and texts that shed new 
light on ancient Israelite life and culture. 

Dr. Nelson Glueck, famed archae-
ologist and Cincinnati native who 
served as HUC’s president from 1947-
1971, appeared on the cover of TIME 
and offered the benediction at John F. 
Kennedy’s inauguration. His excava-
tions reflected Wise’s efforts to em-
pirically validate Jewish experience, 
values and contributions to humani-
ty based on “such facts as are able to 
stand the test of criticism.” 

In my view, the closure of Cin-
cinnati’s rabbinical program does 
not so much reflect the attenuation of 
Reform Judaism in particular but that 
of organized religion in general. The 
maintenance of four campuses for the 
instruction of a relatively small num-
ber of rabbis was never actually nec-
essary but, rather, a function of local 
considerations and pride. Still, due to 
Cincinnati’s flagship status, its closure 
carries an especially acute sting. 

Even though Reform Judaism is 
characterized today by more traditional 
observance while still remaining open 
to innovation, it, like other progressive 
Jewish streams, struggles to animate 
vast swaths of younger generations of 
American Jewry.

Nevertheless, fighting boldly and 
imaginatively against the tide of a 
strong trend can often yield revital-
ization in previously untapped realms. 
This has always been a hallmark of 
Jewish renewal over the ages. Perhaps 
the bell tolling for Cincinnati will act 
to galvanize the Reform Movement in 
new, captivating dimensions.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as the 
Community Chaplain and Director of 
the JFCS Jewish Healing Program. His 
position is underwritten by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Wise Temple
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Israel hosts summit of Arab nations

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

Israel has hosted the first-ever sum-
mit of foreign ministers from Arab 
countries. The motivation for this 

summit is the shared concern relat-
ing to Iran and its continued develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. Yair Lapid, 
Israel’s Foreign Affairs Minister, met 
with his counterparts from Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates and Moroc-

co. This group 
of leaders had 
never met be-
fore, but thanks 
to the growth of 
their relationship 
since the signing 
of the Abraham 
Accords, they’ve 
chosen to come 
together to deal 

with the threat of Iran and to consider 
energy, water and food security.

The primary focus on Iran has 
led the Israeli and Arab diplomats to 
consider a formal defense partnership 
as well as new military and econom-
ic ties. The talks centered on missiles 
and air-defense systems aimed at coun-
tering Iran’s arsenal of mid-range mis-
siles and armed drones.

Prior to the summit, Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Naftali Bennett, traveled to 
the Egyptian resort city of Sharm el-
Sheikh to meet with Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, and de facto Emi-
rati ruler Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince, to discuss deepening security 
and economic ties, and countering Iran 

as the possibility of a nuclear deal is 
approached between the U.S. and Iran.

These two gatherings underscore 
the depth of concern facing the Mid-
dle East regarding Iran and its desire 
to expand its impact in this area and in 
the world.

The UAE and Israel have made 
clear their mutual concern regarding 
the United States’ consideration of re-
moving Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) from the list of 
foreign terrorist groups. Prime Min-
ister Bennett stated that the IRGC is 
“the biggest state-sponsored terrorist 
organization in the world, attacking the 
Emirates and others as it tries to hurt 
America and Israel.”

In addition to its focus on Iran and 
its threat to the Middle Eastern coun-
tries, the summit also expressed its con-
cern regarding the war between Russia 
and Ukraine, urging both sides to give 
up the death and destruction and settle 
their issues through talks that will lead 
to peace between the countries.

Following the summit, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Lapid stated, “This new 
architecture, the shared capabilities we 
are building, intimidates and deters our 

common enemies, first and foremost 
Iran and its proxies. They certainly 
have something to fear.”

As the members of the gathering 
returned to their homes, the results of 
the summit have become clear to all 
who attended and to the world that ob-
served the event with profound interest. 
It tells us that there are new relations in 
the Middle East that have brought the 
Arab world and Israel together in their 
mutual concern for the safety of their 
people and their wish to join hands in 
dealing with a host of mutual prob-
lems. There is much to share, and now 
there is an obvious willingness to reach 
out to each other with trust and confi-
dence to make their countries safer 
and more attuned to dealing with each 
other in all facets of life. The goal of 
containing Iran has taken a giant step 
forward, which will lead to more dis-
cussions, greater understanding and a 
future that, hopefully, will be safer for 
all concerned.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Commit-
tee, formerly known as the Heller IAI.
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Experiential Jewish Education

Education Corner
By Bethany Leinweber

My friends often call me a “su-
per” Jew. I laugh, but then 
wonder how did that hap-

pen? I am engaged, knowledgeable, 
committed and proud. Was it my 18+ 
years of formal and supplemental Jew-
ish education? Was it because of how 
I was raised? Was it because I went 
to Israel three times before I had chil-
dren? Was it because I attended a Jew-
ish sleepaway camp? Was it because I 
was involved in Jewish youth groups? 
The answer is yes to all! I experienced 
Judaism throughout my life. 

My goal as a Jewish educator at 
Temple Sinai is to help children, teens, 
parents and families experience Ju-
daism in our synagogue, in the class-
room, and at home, encouraging a love 
of Israel, celebrations of holidays with 
friends and family, as well as perform-
ing acts of kindness (gemilut chasad-
im), including tzedakah. 

In his dissertation, A Grounded 
Theory of How Jewish Experiential 

Education Impacts the Identity Devel-
opment of Jewish Emerging Adults, 
Scott Turberg Aaron finds that experi-
ential Jewish education programs are 
increasingly relied upon to shore up 
positive affiliation of Jewish emerging 
adults with Judaism, Jewish communi-
ty and Israel. It is essential that they be 
voluntary, through trips, camp, youth 
groups, school, discussion or Torah 
study. 

In an article from ejewishphilan-
thropy.com, “What Exactly is Expe-
riential Jewish Education?” Carolyn 
Gerecht shares that experiential Jewish 
learning might mean learners experi-
ence the warmth of a Shabbat dinner 
together and form extremely close re-
lationships with each other and with 
outgoing, knowledgeable role models/
educators. Experiential Jewish Educa-
tion works to inspire learners to em-
brace meaningful Jewish lives.
What exactly is Experiential Jewish 
Education?
Gerecht shares that most people think 
of it as the kind of Jewish education 
that happens outside the classroom, but 
it is an emerging educational philoso-
phy that cares about the experience of 
the learner and deliberately structures 
learning environments. She adds that 
Experiential Jewish Education is the 
process of teaching Jewish life and 
Jewish values by building meaningful 
Jewish experiences combining tradi-
tional methods of text study with phys-
ical and emotional interaction between 
learners. Some clear descriptive points 
about Experiential Jewish Education: 

 � Strives to promote personal growth 
and Jewish learning in a structured, 
yet fun educational environment 
where “spontaneous” learning is 
allowed to occur – educators cre-
ate and seize upon “teachable mo-
ments”

 � Is immersive – creates a “world” 
around the learner

 � Uses multiple senses to educate 
and excite (sight, sound, taste, 
touch, smell, in addition to light, 
temperature, pace and volume)

 � Carefully sets the stage for a pos-
itive learning experience, offers 
time for reflection and seeks con-
stant feedback from the learner

 � Deliberately elicits the learners’ 
emotions in order to enhance and 
deepen the learning experience

 � Values the questions over the an-
swers

 � Strives to relate Jewish text, sto-
ries, songs and collective history 
to the learners’ own personal nar-
ratives

 � Focuses on the group experience 
– the educator builds a sense of 
culture, trust, familiarity and com-
munity amongst the group of learn-
ers; and the experience thrives 
from group dynamics

 � Views Jewish education as value- 
driven

 � Wants each learner to take away 
something different from the learn-
ing experience, rather than a spe-
cific, predetermined objective

 � Connects the learning experience 
to the learners’ future experiences 
– asks learners, “How can this val-
ue be applied in the future?”

 � Questions and challenges the 
learners’ beliefs, and offers an edu-
cational experience and opportuni-
ty to re-evaluate them

 � Leaves the participant “wanting 
more”

 � Uses multiple modalities, content 
flexibility and focus on connec-
tions
We have been moving in this di-

rection at Temple Sinai for years. As 
Jewish educators, we at Temple Sinai 
are learning to be deliberate, inviting 
and memorable. We are learning Jew-
ish content, creativity, charisma and 
community building. We rebranded 
Sunday School to JQuest at Temple  
Sinai, which gives students choices, en-
courages experiential Jewish education 
for all ages and functions like a Jewish 
camp. We offer moving traditions to 
B’nai Mitzvah students and families as 
well as teens, and run programs such as 
Hands on Hanukkah, Passover Olym-
pics, Rosh Hashanah Fair and Prayer, 
to name a few. 

For more information, please con-
tact me at bleinweber@sinaisrq.org or 
941.726.7732. Let’s experience Juda-
ism together! 
Bethany Leinweber is the Director of 
Youth Education, Outreach and En- 
gagement for Temple Sinai.

SRQUSY member Chai-
lights – senior edition
By Joshua Mellits, Youth Co-Advisor

SRQUSY (Sarasota’s United Syn- 
agogue Youth) salutes the grad-
uating seniors and wishes them 

every success in their future endeav-
ors! To close the year, the teens will 
solve an Egypt-themed escape room 
and hold elections for next year’s 
board. Have a great summer! 

I recently interviewed several 
SRQUSY leaders:
Michaela Hazan,  
Religion/Education VP:
What three words describe you?
Passionate, dedicated, inquisitive
What is your favorite part 
of being Jewish?
The community it gives me. I have 
loved getting to know the other Jewish 
teens. I feel like I have another family. 
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
I hope to be a teacher. 
Jordyn Saltzberg,  
Communications VP:
What three words describe you?

Genuine, fun, intelligent
What is your favorite part 
of being Jewish?
The community that comes as a part of 
it. I love that I can find my people ev-
erywhere and we immediately connect.
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
I hope that I find my first of many pas-
sions and am doing something that 
makes me happy.
Graycen Schwartz, 
Executive VP:
What three words describe you?
Passionate, fun, honest
What is your favorite part 
of being Jewish?
Making connections all around the 
globe! Jewish geography never fails to 
amaze me.
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
I hope to have a family and be a law-
yer or social worker for children and 
women. 

Michaela Hazan Jordyn Saltzberg Graycen Schwartz

READ—GATHER—GROW
PJ Library® has partnered with The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
to provide families raising Jewish children with the gift of free, high-quality 
children’s books, music, and resources that foster deeper engagement with 
Jewish life in our community.

Join one of our PJ programs below  
to start enhancing your family’s Jewish journey.

Children 6 mo. - 8 yrs.

Sign-up at 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Children 8 - 12

Sign-up at 
pjourway.org

For more information, contact  
Jessi Sheslow  
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
941.343.2109

PJ Library Sarasota-Manatee is generously 
funded in part by Edie and David Chaifetz.

By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs

The Shapiro Teen Engagement 
Program (STEP) is open to 
all Jewish teens in the Sara-

sota-Manatee area who want to hang 
out with other Jewish teens, build a 
community and engage in meaningful 
conversations about life related to their 
Jewish culture along the way. 

The foundation of our program-
ming this year has been monthly social 
hangouts, during which we also chat 
about current social justice issues and 
connect them with our Judaism. Does 
Judaism have an answer for issues that 
are topical and sometimes divisive? 
We read articles or watch short videos 
before we meet and discuss. The con-
versations are always robust and often 

STEP teens act out the Passover story  
at the PJ Library Afikoman Hunt
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Genuine, fun, intelligent
What is your favorite part 
of being Jewish?
The community that comes as a part of 
it. I love that I can find my people ev-
erywhere and we immediately connect.
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
I hope that I find my first of many pas-
sions and am doing something that 
makes me happy.
Graycen Schwartz, 
Executive VP:
What three words describe you?
Passionate, fun, honest
What is your favorite part 
of being Jewish?
Making connections all around the 
globe! Jewish geography never fails to 
amaze me.
Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?
I hope to have a family and be a law-
yer or social worker for children and 
women. 

STEP: A year of teen programming in review 
By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs

The Shapiro Teen Engagement 
Program (STEP) is open to 
all Jewish teens in the Sara-

sota-Manatee area who want to hang 
out with other Jewish teens, build a 
community and engage in meaningful 
conversations about life related to their 
Jewish culture along the way. 

The foundation of our program-
ming this year has been monthly social 
hangouts, during which we also chat 
about current social justice issues and 
connect them with our Judaism. Does 
Judaism have an answer for issues that 
are topical and sometimes divisive? 
We read articles or watch short videos 
before we meet and discuss. The con-
versations are always robust and often 

open up new opportunities, specifically 
to volunteer. 

While offering volunteer hours to 
the STEP teens is a high priority, one 
of the highest is giving our teens a sol-
id foundation on which they can build 
pride in their Judaism, and connect to 
Israel and a strong peer community in 
Sarasota-Manatee. 

Throughout the year, our teens 
stepped up to be good citizens. Several 
of them, on behalf of STEP, arranged 
an essential-items drive for Afghan 
refugees in partnership with JFCS of 
the Suncoast and the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office. They earned goodwill 
from so many community members as 
well as some local news coverage. 

After our conversation about hous-
ing insecurity and homelessness, our 
teens wanted to help families in need. 
We volunteered with All Faiths Food 
Bank and filled more than 800 back-
packs with food for children living at 
or below the poverty line. 

We’ve had important discussions 
about criminal justice reform and 
women’s rights – all through the lens of 
our Jewish traditions. Our most recent 
discussion, which coincided with Yom 
HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance 
Day), was about ending violence. We 
took a field trip to The Florida Holo-
caust Museum and had difficult, yet 
essential, conversations about the root 
of violence.

Thanks to STEP, local teens are 
getting the chance to meet and engage 
with peers from different synagogues, 
schools and summer camps. They are 
creating a vibrant Jewish community 
of teens while doing good for everyone 
around them. If you are a teen, join us! 
There is always room for another teen 
and their voice. Stay in the know by 
subscribing to the “Ma Nishma” STEP 
eblast; email me to join.

See you after summer! Save the 
date for our 2022-23 STEP Open 
House on Sunday, August 28.

For more information about STEP, 
please contact me at 941.343.2109 or 
jsheslow@jfedsrq.org, or visit jfedsrq.
org/step.

Michel Trope Mayer, Maxwell Fletcher, Gustavo Trope Mayer, Megan Meese, Caroline Spiegel,  
Jessi Sheslow (staff), Gabrielle Meese, Spencer Cohen, Michela Hazan

Gustavo Trope Mayer, Jessi Sheslow (staff), Michela Hazan, Megan Meese, Abbie Mount,  
Gabrielle Meese, Caroline Spiegel, Tyler Ruben, Michel Trope Mayer

STEP teens at an event at TreeUmph! Ahron Levin of StandWithUs speaks about his time in the IDF  
as a lone soldier

STEP teens before they hide the afikoman  
at the PJ Library Afikoman Hunt

Colby Brooks holds the challah for the blessing Ashton Graber, Abbie Mount, Michela Hazan and Alivia Graber 
making tzedakah boxes

Lucy Thomas with her tzedakah box Abbie Mount and Gustavo Trope Mayer at an event at TreeUmph! Michel and Gustavo Trope Mayer and Lucy Thomas  
volunteer at the Community Lecture

STEP teens act out the Passover story  
at the PJ Library Afikoman Hunt
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A program of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, PJ Library & PJ 
Our Way engages children between birth and age 12, and their families, with 
books and activities that enhance their Jewish journey. Throughout the year, 
families gather for story times and other special programs where they can 
socialize and meet new friends. PJ is for any family raising Jewish children – 
affiliated, unaffiliated, interfaith or non-traditional. The program is completely 
free for families, thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion, Edie and David Chaifetz, the Federation and other generous donors.

Shavuot: the holiday that 
can change your mindset
By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs

Shavuot may be a lesser-known 
holiday in the culturally Jew-
ish community, yet it is one of 

great importance. It happens to be one 
we typically associate with food – in 
this case, eating dairy. The story and 
lessons that it evokes are something 
else altogether. On Shavuot we cele-
brate receiving the Torah from G-d at 
Mt. Sinai after seven weeks of wander-
ing through the desert as newly freed 
slaves from Egypt.

You may have also heard Shavuot 
called Chag Habikurim (Holiday of the 
First Fruits), Chag HaKatzir (Harvest 
Festival), Atzeret (a festive gathering) 
or Zeman Matan Torahteinu (the Time 
of the Giving of Our Torah).

What lessons can we glean from this 
holiday for modern times? In a word: 
Gratitude. Shavuot is a time for the Jew-
ish people to show gratitude for having 
been freed from slavery and for the gift 
of the Torah. Shavuot was one of three 
important pilgrimages that the Israelites 
made. Today, we can use this opportuni-
ty to make a personal pilgrimage out of 
doubt, criticism and entitlement toward 
a mindset of deep gratitude.

According to Drs. Joshua Brown 
and Joel Wong, two Professors of Psy-
chology at Indiana University, the sim-
ple act of consistent gratitude can and 
does change your brain. Several stud-
ies over the past decade have found 
that “people who consciously count 
their blessings tend to be happier and 
less depressed.” 

What can parents do to start their 
children on a path toward consistent 

and conscious gratitude? It can be as 
simple as having a family “Oy and 
Joy” of the week every Friday/Shab-
bat. Have your child expand on the 
“Joy” and turn that into a bigger dis-
cussion. For the older kids, try sitting 
down as a family with everyone writ-
ing a “gratitude letter.” Think about a 
time you were happy or thankful and 
write a story around it. Even if it ends 
up being fiction, the base is from a 
place of gratitude. 

Some things to remember as you 
begin this practice with your kids:
1. Gratitude unshackles us from toxic 

emotions
2. Gratitude helps even if you don’t 

say it out loud
3. This takes time – it’s a marathon, 

not a sprint
4. It’s worth it because it has lasting 

effects on the brain
This Shavuot, take the time to 

start a family tradition of gratitude. 
We can start out by showing gratitude 
to G-d for giving us the Torah, then 
move on to the things that are in our 
daily lives. You can look to your own 
PJ Library bookshelf for some books 
about gratitude and thankfulness. Here 
are some of my favorite books that ex-
emplify these traits: All of Me! A Book 
of Thanks, All the World, Bagels from 
Benny and The Night World.

I know that I am thankful for this 
incredible PJ Library community, 
which keeps growing each year. To 
learn more, contact me at jsheslow@
jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109, or visit 
jfedsrq.org/pj. 

PJ Library year in review 
By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs

What a year this has been for 
our younger children and 
their families! Responding 

to the ups and downs of the pandem-
ic, we conducted the first half of our 
PJ Library programming year primar-
ily through outdoor and drive-through 
events. At the start of 2022, we shifted 
back to full in-person programming, 
which was such a welcome change for 
our families and kids. Check out all the 
photos to see how we evolved this pro-
gram season.

PJ Library is an essential com-
ponent of our Jewish community. In 
addition to providing free Jewish-con-
tent books each month, we gather for 
programming offered by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. We 

are fortunate to have a PJ Commu-
nity Connector in MG Berman, who 
helps to steer all that vibrant family 
engagement. Gathering for Havdalah, 
Shavuot, Passover celebrations or just 
to hang out provides our community of 
young families with a local mishpacha 
(family) that grows together through 
milestones, both Jewish and secular. 

Our PJ kids grow up together. They 
celebrate each other’s Bar/Bat Mitz-
vah, attend the same high schools or 
summer camps, join the Federation’s 
STEP teen program, and might even go 
off to college together. The friends you 
meet at PJ Library really do become 
your mishpacha. 

For more information about PJ Li-
brary, contact me at jsheslow@jfedsrq.
org or 941.343.2109, or visit jfedsrq.
org/pj.

At the PJ Library Apples and Honey Gift Bag Drive-by in August 2021:  
June Weiner can’t wait to taste the honey; Jessi Sheslow ready for families

At the PJ Library Simchat Torah Drive-by in September 2021:
 Arielle Ramer can’t wait for her Cannoli Torah; MG Berman hands a family their gift bag

At the PJ Library Havdalah in January 2022: (above) Havdalah blessings  
with Rabbi Michael Shefrin and Rabbi Samantha Kahn; (below) PJ kids crafting

At the PJ Library 2nd Annual Afikomen Hunt in April 2022:  
Nathanial and Jonathan Geffre with their afikomen; Lola Casals with her afikoman and prize 

Temple Sinai Passover Olympic Games
By Gail Glickman

April 17 was a perfect day for 
the Temple Sinai Passover 
Olympic Games, an interac-

tive, educational, fun sports festival 
held for the first time. Students from 
kindergarten through high school were 
on either the Israel or America team, 
led by madrichim (teacher assistants). 
They participated in various sports 
connected to the Passover story and 
Seder. As a team, they created a team 
song, cheer, dance and plaque. 

America Team Liza and Celia Collier  
with Athalia Graber

Temple Emanu-El celebrates Passover  
with inaugural Family Seder
Grandparents, parents, teens and 

children gathered on Saturday 
evening, April 16 for Temple 

Emanu-El’s inaugural Family Seder. 
Titled “A Journey out of Egypt,” this 
special Passover celebration includ-
ed a traditional Passover meal; songs, 
movement, crafts and prizes; elaborate 
costumes for Seder leaders; and an ex-
periential retelling – and reliving – of 
the Exodus story.

“The absolute joy felt throughout 
the room was palpable,” reported As-
sociate Rabbi Michael Shefrin. “Many 
new memories were made to add to 
the Passover story. The food, the crafts 
projects and the singing all made it a 
holiday to remember.”

“It gave people of all ages the op-
portunity to celebrate Passover with 
community and experience the rich-
ness and joy of our heritage,” added 
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By Jessi Sheslow, Manager, Teen & Family Programs
and conscious gratitude? It can be as 
simple as having a family “Oy and 
Joy” of the week every Friday/Shab-
bat. Have your child expand on the 
“Joy” and turn that into a bigger dis-
cussion. For the older kids, try sitting 
down as a family with everyone writ-
ing a “gratitude letter.” Think about a 
time you were happy or thankful and 
write a story around it. Even if it ends 
up being fiction, the base is from a 
place of gratitude. 

Some things to remember as you 
begin this practice with your kids:
1. Gratitude unshackles us from toxic 

emotions
2. Gratitude helps even if you don’t 

say it out loud
3. This takes time – it’s a marathon, 

not a sprint
4. It’s worth it because it has lasting 

effects on the brain
This Shavuot, take the time to 

start a family tradition of gratitude. 
We can start out by showing gratitude 
to G-d for giving us the Torah, then 
move on to the things that are in our 
daily lives. You can look to your own 
PJ Library bookshelf for some books 
about gratitude and thankfulness. Here 
are some of my favorite books that ex-
emplify these traits: All of Me! A Book 
of Thanks, All the World, Bagels from 
Benny and The Night World.

I know that I am thankful for this 
incredible PJ Library community, 
which keeps growing each year. To 
learn more, contact me at jsheslow@
jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109, or visit 
jfedsrq.org/pj. 

Israel Team madrichim Alix and Noah Leinweber, Gryffin Wilkens-Plumley and Jackson Mitchell 
with Chazzan Cliff Abramson

START YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY TODAY!
Contact Bethany Leinweber:

Directory of Youth Education, Outreach & Engagement
941-726-7732  or  bleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

TAKING GRADES K-7 ON A
JEWISH JOURNEY...

Temple Sinai Passover Olympic Games
By Gail Glickman

April 17 was a perfect day for 
the Temple Sinai Passover 
Olympic Games, an interac-

tive, educational, fun sports festival 
held for the first time. Students from 
kindergarten through high school were 
on either the Israel or America team, 
led by madrichim (teacher assistants). 
They participated in various sports 
connected to the Passover story and 
Seder. As a team, they created a team 
song, cheer, dance and plaque. 

Coordinated by Bethany Leinwe-
ber, Director of Youth Education, the 
day started with an opening ceremony, 
and the announcement of teams and 
captains. The competitions included 
an obstacle course, yachatz (breaking 
the matzah), creating the best-looking 
and tasting matzah, making charoset 
and Tzafun, and the afikoman hunt, just 
to name a few of the exciting and fun 
challenges.

Noah Leinweber, Israel team leader, 

declared that “everything has a mean-
ing, and we tried to make it fun for the 
kids.”

After the competitions, the team 
songs were sung, followed by Mag-
gid (telling the story), team skits, and 
the closing ceremony and celebration. 
Teams were judged by parents, con-
gregants, lay leaders and board mem-
bers, and crowned with gold, silver or 
bronze kippot (head coverings). While 
winners were chosen, everyone who 

participated was a winner. 
Bethany did an outstanding job of 

planning and leading the event. Her 
enthusiasm was contagious. She said, 
“This event is important because it not 
only engages all of our youth, but also 
our families, congregants and staff. 
It’s both enjoyable and educational. 
Learning doesn’t have to be from a 
book or a teacher standing in front of 
a class talking. It can be experiential  
as well.”

Levi Katz and Caleb Fincher  
go through the obstacle course

America Team Liza and Celia Collier  
with Athalia Graber

Temple Emanu-El celebrates Passover  
with inaugural Family Seder
Grandparents, parents, teens and 

children gathered on Saturday 
evening, April 16 for Temple 

Emanu-El’s inaugural Family Seder. 
Titled “A Journey out of Egypt,” this 
special Passover celebration includ-
ed a traditional Passover meal; songs, 
movement, crafts and prizes; elaborate 
costumes for Seder leaders; and an ex-
periential retelling – and reliving – of 
the Exodus story.

“The absolute joy felt throughout 
the room was palpable,” reported As-
sociate Rabbi Michael Shefrin. “Many 
new memories were made to add to 
the Passover story. The food, the crafts 
projects and the singing all made it a 
holiday to remember.”

“It gave people of all ages the op-
portunity to celebrate Passover with 
community and experience the rich-
ness and joy of our heritage,” added 

Director of Education Morah Sabrina 
Silverberg, MARE.

The highlight of the evening was 
an opportunity for children to take on 

the roles of Moses, Miriam and the 
Israelites, demanding that Pharaoh 
release his slaves. “The kids were 
chasing Pharaoh and shouting ‘let my 
people go,’ and Pharaoh was reply-
ing, ‘No! No! No!” Morah Sabrina 
recalled. What might have seemed a 
light, fun moment was also a fulfill-
ment of the goal of the Seder: for each 
person to experience the evening as if 
they themselves had gone forth out of  
Egypt.

Abundant thanks were offered 
to Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
Rabbi Shefrin and Morah Sabrina for 
leading the Seder, as well as Michael 
Lauber, Lynne Pewterbaugh, Fatima 
Soriano and Kim Sheintal.

For more information about family 
holiday celebrations at Temple Emanu- 
El, please call 941.371.3788 or visit 
sarasotatemple.org.

Temple Emanu-El Director of Education Morah Sabrina Silverberg, MARE,  
and Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin with greeted Seder participants

ENJOYENJOY
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Community Day School students celebrate  
reading at 4th Annual Janis Kaplan Author’s Day
Hershorin Schiff Community 

Day School students gath-
ered on Thursday, April 21 to 

celebrate reading at the 4th Annual Ja-
nis Kaplan Author’s Day. This year’s 
event featured recipients of the Sydney 
Taylor Book Awards, which are pre-
sented annually by the Association of 
Jewish Libraries to outstanding books 
for children and teens that authentical-
ly portray the Jewish experience. 

Books included such titles as More 
Than Enough: A Passover Story; The 
People’s Painter, a book about artist 
and Jewish rights activist Ben Shahn; 
Dear Mr. Dickens, a book about a 
young girl who, disturbed by the cel-
ebrated writer’s depiction of Jewish 
people, wrote a letter to Charles Dick-
ens; and A Queen to the Rescue: The 
Story of Henrietta Szold, Founder of 
Hadassah.

Reading volunteers from the com-
munity included Beth Duda, one of 
the driving forces of the Suncoast 
Campaign for Grade-Level Read-
ing; local entrepreneur, author and 
philanthropist Mitchell Epstein; area 
philanthropist Eliza Culverhouse; Matt 

Kahn, philanthropic advisor at the 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation; 
and Kirsten Russell, Vice President of 
Community Impact at the Community  

Foundation of Sarasota County.
Janis Kaplan worked as an en-

thusiastic and committed elementa-
ry teacher in the Norfolk, Virginia, 
school system. She loved teaching 
and adored her students. Tragically, 
she passed away in 1990 after a 10-
year battle with cancer. In her honor, 
her parents established a fund for an 
annual author’s day program at a Vir-
ginia school and, in 2018, at Commu-
nity Day School. Jay Kaplan, brother 
of Janis Kaplan, calls the annual event 
“a tribute to quality education and a 
small attempt to help in the endless 
challenges of giving children the best  

opportunity to learn and grow.”
Dan Ceaser, Community Day 

School’s Head of School, said that he 
is grateful to the Kaplan Family for 
continuing to make the Janis Kaplan 
Author’s Day such a beloved tradition 
at the school. “It’s such a treat to see 
community members share their joy 
of reading with our students – and to 
see the students share that joy equally. 
Through hearing stories, children are 
exposed to new words, new ideas and 
new insights about the world.” 

For more information about Com-
munity Day School, call 941.552.2770 
or visit communityday.org.Community Day School students 

read books at the event

Community Day School students listen to a community volunteer 
read from a book

Beth Duda reads to first-grade students at Community Day School’s  
4th Annual Janis Kaplan Author’s Day

Another year comes to a close for Gulf Coast Hillel
By Trudi Krames, Director of Programming & Community Outreach

Gulf Coast Hillel (GCH), a pro-
gram of The Jewish Feder-
ation of Sarasota-Manatee, 

engages hundreds of young adults in 
Jewish culture on the campuses of New 
College of Florida (NCF) and Ringling 
College of Art + Design (RCAD). 

As campuses reopened for group 
events, GCH students had the chance 
to reunite as well as see many new 
faces. Eden Aflalo, a senior at RCAD 
and GCH treasurer, who in pre-Covid 
years hosted a Mimouna celebration 
at the end of Passover and ran Challah 
for Hunger, stepped up again, leading 
the way with programming. (Mimou-
na is a traditional Jewish celebration 

dinner, held the day after Passover, that 
currently takes place in Morocco, Is-
rael, France, Canada and other places 
around the world where Jews of North 
African heritage live.)

Kicking things off in Septem-
ber, Eden coordinated with Chabad of 
Downtown Sarasota and Chabad of 
West Bradenton, bringing 15 students 
from both schools together to listen to 
Rabbi Levi Steinmetz and Rabbi Zev 
Steinmetz blow the shofar on the RCAD 
campus. Afterwards, they enjoyed 
Rosh Hashanah goodie bags provided 
by the Federation and put together by 
the student Hillel team. That next Fri-
day was the first Shabbat dinner of the 

year, with meals provided by Chabad. 
Twenty students enjoyed the return of 
Break Fast bags assembled by the Hil-
lel student leaders in GCH lunchboxes. 
Once Yom Kippur arrived, those who 
were able joined via Zoom to eat and 
schmooze across the campuses! 

Rose Schimmel, a senior at NCF, 
assumed the position of co-president 
after winter break. NCF GCH Faculty 
Advisor Uzi Baram shared this about 
Rose: “A few months ago, there was 
only a shadow of Hillel left at New 
College. Rose quickly and energeti-
cally revitalized the club and brought 
forward new leadership to end this 
academic year and get ready for 2022-

23.” Rose pulled together a student-led 
Shabbat dinner with 12 students in 
attendance, as well as a festive Purim 
hamentashen bake in partnership with 
RCAD. 

Wrapping up the school year was 
a joint GCH Passover Seder at which 
14 students from NCF and nine from 
RCAD were in attendance, led by Eden 
(who did all of the cooking) and Rose.

We are so impressed with our Hillel 
students, and especially want to wish 
Rose and Eden a Mazel Tov on grad-
uating this year! Rose will be moving 
to Boston for graduate school to pursue 
a master’s degree in Dance/Movement 
Therapy at Lesley University. Eden is 
still undecided about which career path 
to take next in her journey after gradu-
ation. Whatever she decides, we know 
she will continue to do great things out 
there!
Thanks to Rose Schimmel, GCH 
Co-President, and Eden Aflalo, GCH 
Treasurer, for their contributions to 
this article. For more information 
about Gulf Coast Hillel, contact Jessi 
Sheslow, Teen & Family Programs 
Manager, at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 
941.343.2109.

Gulf Coast Hillel students enjoyed a Passover Seder Gulf Coast Hillel students gathered together for Rosh Hashanah

Gulf Coast Hillel students at the Hamentashen Bake Gulf Coast Hillel students at the Yom Kippur Break Fast gift bag pick-up

mailto:jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
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Sarasota-Manatee Chevra Kadisha

For more information about the non-profit, 
community, Jewish Burial Society, contact:
For men:        941-484-2790  
For women:  941-346-6446                              

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237

Submit your life cycle events (births, B’nai Mitzvah, anniversaries) 
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org. Photos welcome for births, weddings, 
engagements and B’nai Mitzvah; please e-mail as JPGs at 300dpi.

 

65th Elaine & Sohier Marks
Temple Beth Sholom
60th Judye & Robert Goldblatt
Temple Sinai
60th Etta & Howard Raiken
Temple Sinai
60th Cynthia & Stanley Wright
Temple Beth Sholom
55th Molly & Mark Ballow
Temple Beth Sholom
55th Irwin & Sybil Broh
Temple Emanu-El
55th Helen & Dr. Larry Rose
Temple Emanu-El
55th Robin & Alan Wallack
Temple Beth Sholom
55th Elizabeth & Alan Zimbaum
Temple Sinai
50th Karla & Dennis Reens
Temple Emanu-El
50th Paula & Alan Rothman
Temple Beth Sholom
50th Beth & Jerold Stone
Temple Sinai
45th Coleen & Marc Friedman
Temple Sinai

ANNIVERSARIES
40th Susan & Marshall Horwitz
Temple Beth Sholom
40th Isabella & Steven Lehrer
Temple Sinai
35th Lisa & Ron Greenberg
Temple Sinai
35th Wendy & Kenneth Hurwitz
Temple Beth Sholom
35th Saranee & Cantor Neil Newman
Temple Beth Sholom
35th Michele & Frank Wieckowski
Temple Emanu-El
25th Rabbis Elaine & Brenner Glickman
Temple Emanu-El
25th Michelle Miller & Charles Labiner
Temple Sinai
20th Lauren & Nevin Hofing
Temple Emanu-El
20th Carolyn & Peter Mendola
Temple Emanu-El
20th Jennifer & Glenn Scharf
Temple Sinai
10th Andrew & Randee Bunin
Temple Emanu-El
5th Justin & Summer Bloom
Temple Emanu-El

IN MEMORIAM
Donald Abrams, 93, of Sarasota, March 24
Sumner Alpert, 95, of Sarasota, April 10
Elizabeth (Lily) Farkas, 91, of Sarasota, April 6
Janice Roberta Feldman, 71, of Bradenton, April 23
Rabbi Everett Gendler, 93, of Sarasota, April 1
Sandra “Sandy” Belle Perl Gladstone, 81, of Bradenton, April 4
Harriette S. Halperin, 80, of Sarasota, formerly of Chappaqua, NY, April 13
George Hedge, 78, of Lakewood Ranch, March 9
Harold Lerman, of Sarasota, April 9
Nancy Mills, 88, of Sarasota, April 24
Annette Karpelman Scherman, 93, of Sarasota, April 11
Beth Lyn Silverstein, of Sarasota, April 23
Morris (Moish) Louis Weinstein, 83, of Sarasota, September 11

FAMILYFAMILYFamily Owned. Family Focused.

941.955.4171 • www.ToaleBrothers.com

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history.  
Honored to be a part of your family’s celebration of life.

Honor someone
you cherish 
by making a donation in 
their memory.

Or visit  jfedsrq.org/tribute   
to donate

Call Paula at  
941.343.2115

B’NAI MITZVAH
Benjamin Serebro, son of Max and Natasha Serebro,  

June 26, Chabad of Sarasota
Josh Feo and Brooke Feo, children of Helene and Jim Feo,  

July 2, Chabad of Sarasota

mailto:jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
http://www.ToaleBrothers.com
www.rtsfunerals.com
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IGNITE THE FUTURE
Campus Capstone Campaign  

for The Larry & Mary Greenspon  
Family Campus for Jewish Life

IGNITE.

JFEDSRQ.org/ignite

www.JFEDSRQ.org/ignite



