
1897
First Zionist Congress

1915
McMahon-Hussein 
Correspondence

1917
Balfour Declaration

1920-1947
British Mandate for 
Palestine

1933-1945
The Holocaust  
and World War II

1947
UN Partition Plan

1948-1949
1948 War

1964
Establishment  
of the PLO

1967
Six-Day War /1967 
Arab-Israeli War

1973
October War /  
Yom Kippur War / 
1973 Arab-Israeli War

1967-1970
Khartoum Resolution/ 
Attrition Battles/  
The War of Attrition 

1967
Settlement  
Construction Begins

1978
Camp David Accords
Menachem Begin of Israel and 
Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt signed 
agreements in Camp David. 
The American-sponsored talks 
paved the way to the peace 
treaty signed in 1979. 
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POLITICAL
 q 17 Countries in the Middle East

  n 7 are a Monarchy (Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman,Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates)
  n 3 have terror groups as political parties (Lebanon, Egypt, Palestinian Territories)
  n 2 are taken over by ISIS
  n 1 Lead by a “Supreme Leader” (Iran)
  n 1 Democracy (Israel)
 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
 q Tel Aviv named the world’s 2nd “Most Innovative City”
 q Silicon Wadi (valley in Hebrew) has the 2nd largest startup ecosystem in the world, behind Silicon Valley
 q The Thumb Drive (or USB Stick) was invented in Israel
 q The delicious cherry tomato was invented in Israel
 q Drip Irrigation was invented and perfected in Israel, where water is a hot commodity
 q A company called “StoreDot” invented a fast acting cell phone charger thanks to Alzheimer’s research. Synergy!
 q “OrCam” is an invention that helps legally blind persons “see” by seeing for them. For example, it reads a label on a grocery store shelf,  
  so you get the diet soda rather than regular. 
 q Been stung by a jellyfish? Now you can use sun block that is also a jellyfish sting preventer, brought to you by research at Hebrew University  
  and Tel Aviv University.
 q Israeli company “reWalk” helps American war veterans with life altering injuries that resulted in paralyses walk again. 
 q A breathalyzer canned “Na-Nose” invented in Israel does more than detect alcohol consumption. It recognizes the organic compound  
  in the gases you exhale, the data from this exhale can detect if you have lung cancer. 
 q Obsessed with taking selfies? You have Israel to thank, the first camera chip for cell phones was invented in Israel. 
 q Most of the components of the Windows XP operating system were developed in Israel.
 q Women make up 33% of the Israel Defense Force having more rights than women in any Arab nation that surrounds Israel.
 q The Israeli Knesset (Government) has a representation of 29 women and 11 Arabs. Democracy at its best. 



1979
Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty
As a result of intense diplomatic 
efforts by the United States, Egypt 
became the first Arab country to 
recognize and enter into a peace 
treaty with Israel. For its part, Israel 
returned to Egypt all of the Sinai 
that had been captured during 
the 1967 war and removed Jewish 
families from the homes they had 
established there. This agreement 
became a model for Israel’s “land 
for peace” policy. 

1982
1982 Lebanon War/  
First Lebanon War

1987-1993
First Intifada

1993
Oslo Accords
The Oslo Accords were a set of agreements that began in 1993 
when Israel and the PLO signed a Declaration of Principles 
(DOP). The Oslo Accords led to the creation of the Palestinian 
Authority, which had responsibility for administering the ter-
ritory under its control. The Oslo Accords left Israel the right to 
defend itself and its citizens, including those in the territories. 
Along with the DOP, Israel and the PLO exchanged Letters of 
Mutual Recognition. For the first time, the PLO formally rec-
ognized Israel, renounced violence, and publicly expressed ac-
ceptance of peaceful coexistence with Israel. The Oslo Accords 
were intended to be an interim agreement that would lead to 
a permanent settlement with Israel giving up land in return for 
peace and security. 

1994
Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty
As with the 1979 peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, the United 
States led a difficult but successful diplo-
matic process to help Jordan and Israel 
achieve peace. In 1994, Jordan became the 
second Arab country to recognize Israel. 
Trade, business relations, tourism, cultur-
al exchanges, and scientific cooperation 
between the two nations have increased 
since the agreement was signed, although 
at a slower pace than hoped for initially. 

2000
Camp David Summit
American President Bill Clinton brought Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to Camp 
David in July 2000. This was the first major attempt to nego-
tiate a comprehensive final status agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Although the negotiations were carried 
out in secret, participants President Clinton and Dennis Ross 
attributed the failure of the talks to Arafat’s refusal to com-
promise. They reported that Barak made major concessions 
including withdrawing from the vast majority of the West 
Bank to create an independent Palestinian state with a capital 
in East Jerusalem. Arafat did not feel the offer was enough, re-
fused it, and made no counter-proposals. The goal of the sum-
mit, two states living side by side in peace, was not achieved.

2000-2005
Second Intifada

2002
Israel Begins Constructing West 
Bank Security Barrier

2002
Arab Peace Initiative Is Proposed

2003
Roadmap for Peace is Proposed

2005
Israel Disengages from Gaza
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon led Israel to unilaterally withdraw 
from the Gaza Strip and four West Bank settlements as part 
of a larger policy of “disengagement,” the separation of Israel 
from Palestinian territories. The Gaza disengagement was very 
controversial domestically, because Israeli soldiers were re-
quired to uproot Israeli citizens who wanted to remain in their 
communities in Gaza. Nevertheless, Israel decided to remove 
itself from this territory so that the Palestinians living there 
could govern themselves. Since Israel withdrew from Gaza, the 
number of rockets fired by terrorists from Gaza into Israel has 
increased dramatically. 

2006
Hamas  
is Elected

2006
2006 Hezbollah-Israel Lebanon 
War / Second Lebanon War

2007
Battle  
of Gaza

2007
Annapolis  
Conference

2008 - 2009
The Gaza Conflict  
Operation Cast Lead

2010
Gaza Flotilla  
Incident

2011
Prisoner Exchange for Gilad Shalit
In 2006 Hamas militants kidnapped Israeli Army soldier Gilad Shalit 
in a cross-border raid into Israel from Gaza via underground tunnels. 
Hamas held Shalit captive for five years. In 2011, Israel made a deal 
with Hamas to release 1,027 Palestinian prisoners held in Israel in 
exchange for Shalit. The release of those prisoners, including 280 
prisoners serving life sentences for planning and perpetuating terror 
attacks on Israel, was a difficult and painful decision for many Israelis. 

2012
Gaza-Israel  
Conflict  
Operation Pillar 
of Defense

2013 - 2014
Kerry Israeli – Palestinian Authority Peace Talks
collapsed after the announcement of the formation of a unity 
government by rival Palestinian factions, Hamas and Fatah on 
April 23, 2014. Hamas maintained its calls for the destruction 
of Israel and the peace talks froze indefinitely 

2014
Kidnapping and Murder  
of Three Israeli Teens  
and Murder of One  
Palestinian Teen

2014
Gaza-Israel Conflict  
and Operation  
Protective Edge
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