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Pandemic and its management to this critical, existential issue
Mismanagement of COVID from the party in charge on the federal and state
level is simply horrifying.  One prime example is with our children --the
Governor and Republican leadership have had six months to acquire the
resources needed to protect our children and construct a plan to safely allow
our children to return to school. They have failed.
Environment and climate change                                                                               
 Without clean water there is no district 72. Our environment and our local
economy depends on it. Even so, virtually every neighborhood has storm
retention ponds containing pesticides, herbicides and arsenic.  We don’t trust
the water that flows from our taps.  Years of failed and neglectful state policies
have protected the interests of polluters and mismanaged developers at the
expense of our beaches and aquifers.  Red Tide was a catastrophic failure of our
legislature to protect our water – and more than $15 million tax dollars were
spent to clean beaches and tens of millions were lost as tourists avoided our
shores.

What do you see as the three most critical domestic issues facing the U.S. over
the next two years? Please list in priority order and explain why. 

Introduction: A native Floridian, Drake has been a Sarasota resident for three
decades.  Over the years, he and his wife have raised their family, built their law
practice, paid taxes, schooled their children and made life-long friends.  His love for
this community is profound and he cares deeply about the environment and for
the people who live in District 72.



I would follow the science and try to de-politicize the wearing of masks.  I
would advocate for a statewide mask mandate while indoors as well as put in
place stricter social distancing guidelines and enforcement of them in public
spaces. We cannot return to a vibrant economy unless we control and track the
virus throughout the state.  We must provide protocols and free training to all
Florida businesses regarding on-site quick testing, along with the stat resources
to pay for free testing.  We also must have a vigorous and comprehensive
contact tracing requirement once an infected person is diagnosed.  Until
Florida businesses and their customers feel safe, our economy will never
recover.

Looking to the near future, our country and the rest of the world will be
confronted by multiple health, social and economic issues caused by the
continuing impact of Covid 19 Virus. What, if any, actions, programs and/or
legislation do you propose in order to eliminate or mitigate the negative
impact of the Covid 19 Virus on the wellbeing of the citizens of and small
businesses located in your district? 

The explosive rise of anti-Semitism here in our backyard is disgusting and
cannot be tolerated; there is no place for hate in District 72 – or anywhere for
that matter.  We must write stronger hate crime bills and work with law
enforcement to enforce these laws and must teach diversity and inclusion.
Additionally, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement should be adequately
funded to investigate far-right hate groups who perpetrate organized violence,
and those groups should face civil and criminal penalties.

Hate crimes against Jewish people and institutions are at an unacceptable
level. What specific proposals do you have to reverse this trend? 

Social justice                                                                                                                                
We must fight to make sure our government and other key stakeholders treat
people equally. It is imperative we work to stamp out bigotry, anti-Semitism
and hatred not only in our district but throughout the state and beyond.

YES – absolutely in all schools public and private.  WE MUST NEVER FORGET

Would you support continuing to expand Holocaust education for all
students in the State of Florida?



The onus lies on the Governor, the Republican-led Legislature and people like
my opponent who pretend that the pandemic is a hoax and condone the
mistruths from the current administration in Washington. However, when I am
elected, I will do all I can to reach across the aisle and work with everyone to
help solve our health, economic and environment issues plaguing our state.   
As a matter of fact, I have challenged my opponent to a series of four debates
on critical issues facing the district, but I have not had the courtesy of a
response.  I believe our constituents deserve to hear directly from the
candidates in a public forum.

The country seems to be experiencing increasing social, economic and
political polarization. What would you do/propose in order to bridge the
divides that exists? What would you do to better unite the State? 

My entire life I have fought for justice for others.  It’s in my blood and that’s
why I want to represent you in Tallahassee.  As someone who is so deeply
rooted in the district, unlike my opponent, I vow to advocate and fight for all of
my neighbors in Sarasota.

What else should our readers know about you that will help them get to
know you better prior to the election? 


