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So much of the answer to this question depends on the weeks after November
3.  Trump and his cult followers represent a very real threat of fascism and an
armed coup d’etat in the name of a “rigged election.” But I will answer the
questions as if we will continue our tradition of the peaceful transfer of power.
Please, God…
 Restore our democratic institutions and their functions.  Plug the holes
exploited by Trump to sow discord and division to his advantage. Ensure that
our institutions work for the people, not the president.
 Undo Trump’s presidential edicts.
 Affirm and improve the ACA.  It still has a long way to go

What do you see as the three most critical domestic issues facing the U.S. over
the next two years? Please list in priority order and explain why. 

1.

2.
3.

Introduction: I am not a politician and I never expected to run for office, but after
watching the FL House do nothing for two sessions after the apocalyptic red tide of
2017-2018, I decided I needed to put myself on the line.  The conservative
Republicans have had 25 years of legislative monopoly in Florida, and we should be
a showpiece, a ground zero, of the triumphs of the conservative agenda.  Instead,
we are a showpiece for the abject failure of conservative principles.  From COVID to
the water crisis, from a crumbling economy to stressed ecosystems, Florida needs
major change, and I represent that change.



Vote out of office the Bigot-in-Chief.  His cult followers will crawl back under the
rocks. Increase and enforce hate crime penalties.  I absolutely support
Holocaust education for all students, as I also propose to teach climate change
from K-12.  We need to bring back classic educational components such as
Ethics, Logic and Reasoning. Part of the problem here is that the right-wingers
have cut back education budgets to the point where our students can no
longer do critical thought.  That, of course, has always been their goal

Hate crimes against Jewish people and institutions are at an unacceptable
level. What specific proposals do you have to reverse this trend? Would you
support continuing to expand Holocaust education for all students in the
State of Florida?

New York, hit soonest and hardest by the virus, followed scientific best
practices and textbook epidemiology while Trump and DeSantis—and my
opponent—gloated openly.  Before April was out, New York had not just
flattened the curve, but crushed it.  Since then, Andrew Cuomo has exercised
inspiring leadership in increasing testing and contact tracing, doing phased
reopenings when, and only when, positivity rates fell below 3-4%.  Today New
York’s economy is recovering as Florida, which had ample time to learn from
New York, is still floundering haplessly.  Give me a majority in the House, and
we will fight hard to bring DeSantis out of his fantasy world and into reality.

Looking to the near future, our country and the rest of the world will be
confronted by multiple health, social and economic issues caused by the
continuing impact of Covid 19 Virus. What, if any, actions, programs and/or
legislation do you propose in order to eliminate or mitigate the negative
impact of the Covid 19 Virus on the wellbeing of the citizens of and small
businesses located in your district? 

There are many variables that explain why the country is so divided, and
frankly, I am not sure what can be done by one solitary Florida legislator other
than to frame the problems in his writings and his attempts at legislation. 
 Starting with Newt Gingrich and his Contract With America, in which he stated
the Republican goal of a “permanent Republican majority,”—aka a totalitarian
state—the right-wing media have been joined at the hip with Russian and other
disrupters to convince the weak-minded that black is white and white is black. 

The country seems to be experiencing increasing social, economic and
political polarization. What would you do/propose in order to bridge the
divides that exists? What would you do to better unite the State? 



Go to my campaign web site, please, and read the content. 
 www.andymeleforflhouse.com.   And while you are there, if you like what you
read, please donate.  I have not taken one cent from a corporation large or
small, and my opponent, Will Robinson, takes money from big oil, big
agriculture, big sugar, tobacco, many greedy developers, and Mosaic, the worst
environmental actor in the state.

What else should our readers know about you that will help them get to
know you better prior to the election? 

Orwell called it double-speak, but there is still no simple, iconic term for the
phenomenon in which a social group that is committing acts against another
social group, accuses the victim of the very crimes utilized by the perpetrators.  
The best thing I can do is write legislation with equality and a restoration of
democratic principles in mind, as I seek a wider audience for the truth. In a
perfect world, Fox News would be investigated and indicted for aiding and
abetting the decline of this nation—all the while wrapped in the flag and
spouting talk about liberty and we the people.  I find that even lightly educated
people can understand and loathe hypocrisy, but it falls to the right-thinking
people among us to make the argument and deliver it in a way that plain
people can relate to.

http://www.andymeleforflhouse.com/

