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VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.— The Leon Family Gallery on the Sandler Family Campus is thrilled to 
present a selection of works by artist Rae Stern. Five large handmade paper works hang from 
the Simon Family JCC Cardo ceiling, visible upon entry of the building. They are illuminated 
from behind with both natural and artificial light, to enhance the images layered therein.  

Rae Stern’s work focuses on the elusive and ephemeral nature of memory as both a personal 
and universal phenomenon. The photographs that inspired this group of works in paper were 
chosen by Stern out of the images she collected for her immersive installation Outside Time —
which is currently on view at the Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) through 
March 6 — as part of the exhibition Shaping Memories: Expression in Clay. This is in addition 
to the UJFT and Konikoff Center for Learning partnership with MOCA to present author & 
storyteller Corey Rosen on Feb. 15th (7:30 PM).  

In Stern’s work, she revisits the photographs of five young women, whose photographs she 
collected for the Outside Time installation. The illuminated youthful gazes are contrasted by 
the tragic events that unfolded in their lives before or after the photographs were taken. 
Stern wonders which medium is the most suitable for these fleeting memories. While 
juxtaposing the paper with the works in porcelain she asks, “If each material has its own set of 
vulnerabilities, which will outlast the other? How dependent is our collective memory on our 
choice of medium?”  

Visitors to the JCC have the opportunity to learn more about the exhibit by scanning a QR 
code (provided below) in the gallery space. A short video of her work is here.  

Rosen will present an excerpt and discussion of his book, “Your Story Well Told: Creative 
Strategies to Develop and Perform Stories that Wow and Audience,” live, on Tues., Feb 15th. 
San Francisco-based Rosen is a regular host of “The Moth Story Slam Series.” 

Guests may sign up for Rosen’s discussion at JewishVA.org/BookFest. The program is free 
but requires registration in order to receive in-person tickets or links to stream the event.  



 

 

 

ARTIST BIO  

Rae Stern’s practice employs digital tools in the manipulation of multiple media including 
ceramics, photography, paper, and textiles. After working for a decade in the high-tech 
industry, her work is concerned with the social and cultural effects of technology. Recent 
residencies include the Penland School of Crafts, Anderson Ranch, and Belger Crane Yard 
Studios. Stern has received grants from Asylum Arts, the Schusterman Foundation, and 
Belger Arts.  

Stern’s work has been exhibited internationally at the Eretz Israel Museum, (Tel Aviv, Israel), 
Belger Arts, (Kansas City, MO), Harvard University, (Cambridge, MA), and Medalta Museum, 
(Alberta, Canada). Her work is included in the collections of the Racine Art Museum (Racine, 
WI) and The International Museum of Dinnerware Design (Ann Arbor, MI), as well as 
numerous private collections in Israel and the USA. Stern completed her undergraduate 
degree in psychology and communications at Tel Aviv University followed by a master’s 
degree in design from the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design.  

Special thanks to the presenting sponsors of Shaping Memories: Expressions in Clay Atlantic 
Union Bank with additional support from Dr. Jordan Asher and Ms. Jody Mattison and the 
Lynn and Rachel Schoenbaum Fund.  

You can learn more about Rae’s works at her website: raesternstudio.com 

 

For all questions, please use the Media or Arts Programming contacts above, in this release. 



 


