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Honoring Wendy Evans-Terry for 20 Years of Service

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
STATEHOUSE INN
(101 East Adams)

5:45 p.m.
Heavy Hors d'oeuvres
$30 per person
RSVP by Friday, November 22, to rsvp@shalomspringfield.org
or 787-7223 ext. 18
UPCOMING EVENTS

11/11/19—Veteran’s Day (Office Closed)
11/12/19—Chaverim, 10 a.m.
11/27/19—Knosh & Knowledge, 9:30 a.m.
11/27/19—Federation Executive Board Meeting, 12:15 pm
11/28/19—Thanksgiving (Office Closed)
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PLEASANTVILLE

“Pleasantville,” a 1998 movie, portrays our relationship with security. The movie begins in
black and white with two siblings who are living in a small Midwest town where everything
is perfect. As the film progresses, it gradually goes from black and white to color as this
unrealistic sense of perfection changes to an understanding of the real world.

Twenty years ago, we knew there were potential threats out there, but they were so remote
and down deep that we thought “it could never happen here.” After Seattle, Kansas City,
Pittsburgh and Poway, to name just a few incidents, the realities of the world have changed
our thinking. Many factors have fueled the rise in anti-Semitism. According to FBI statistics from the year
2017, there were approximately 1000 hate crimes based on an anti-Jewish bias in the United States. That is
almost three-a-day. As leaders and members of our Jewish community, we have an obligation to protect and to
provide security for ourselves and our community.
Pat Chesley
Federation President

Your Federation is doing that. It has established a security council with representatives from all our local
Jewish organizations. On October 3rd, Federation arranged for Stuart Frisch from the Secure Community
Network (SCN) to visit our community. Stuart toured our temples and the Chabad house and made preliminary
suggestions for improved security. He met with the local FBI, Springfield Police Department and the
Sangamon County Sheriff’s Officers. He talked at a meeting open to all.
Another representative from SCN will visit our facilities after this article is being written and make an in-depth
evaluation of the security needs of each facility. SCN also will provide guidance on creating security plans,
conducting training and security drills and help train our local law enforcement officers on how best to respond.
SCN is funded by Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) and the Council of Presidents of Jewish
organizations.
We all want to feel safe in our houses of worship and at our Jewish events. We want a place that is conducive to
meaningful prayer but does not feel like a fortified military base. A balance needs to be struck between making
people feel safe and unafraid and having a warm and welcoming facility. The leaders of each facility must
decide how to strike such a balance.
Things to be considered by the leaders of each facility include, but are not limited to (a legal phrase, sorry I am
still a recovering attorney): developing a security plan; how much to harden their facilities; use of security at
events; establishing relationships with local law enforcement; use of firearms by members of their organization;
training their members to run, hide, fight, what exits to use, how to help people with mobility problems; and to
conduct drills.
While every security measure can be defeated given enough time, we need to recognize that time is a precious
commodity. Delaying a threat for seconds saves lives. The average response time by the police is 3 to 5
minutes.
I hope you understand how valuable your pledges are to allow us to take advantage of the extremely valuable
resources that SCN provides to Federations. Your Federation thanks you for your generous support.
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Chaverim
Jewish People Around
the World

Knosh & Knowledge

Tuesday, November 12, 10:00 a.m.

Illinois State Museum
502 S. Spring St.

“ROCKED & ROLLED”
Wednesday, November 27,
9:30 a.m.

Federation Office
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019, 10:00-11:00 am.
Join your Chaverim friends as we learn about the
Jewish People of India with Elissa GoldbergBelle.
Donation $3.00 per person.
Parking is available on the east side of the building
where there is a ramp. If you need assistance when
you arrive, call 787-7223 ext. 10. Please let us
know if you need a ride.
RSVP by Friday, November 8 to Betsy Salus,
787-7223 ext. 18 or rsvp@shalomspringfield.org.

Knosh & Knowledge presents Rocked & Rolled, a
museum exhibit inspired by the music that we
love from the last 50 years, on Wednesday,
November 27, 9:30 a.m., at the Illinois State
Museum, 502 S. Spring St., Springfield. This
exhibit is a celebration of music featuring
painting, photography, sculpture, installation
and illustrations, paired with rocks, minerals,
fossils and meteorites from the world-renowned
Geology Collection at the Illinois State Museum.
RSVP by Friday, November 22, to 787-7223
ext. 18 or rsvp@shalomspringfield.org.

If you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support the Jewish Federation of Springfield in the
Amazon Shopping App on your Android device! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile
and start generating donations.
1. If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open the app on your Android device.
2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile.
3. Follow the in-App instructions to complete the process.
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, you’ll need to update your app.
AmazonSmile is not currently available for iOS users.
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NOVEMBER 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

3

10
9 am Hebrew
10:15 am
Religious School
11:30 am—6 pm B’nai
B’rith Chilli Dinner @
TBS

17
9 am Hebrew
10:15 am Religious
School
10 am P2G Global Day
of Learning
11 am TBS Exec. Bd Mtg

24
Thanksgiving Baskets

4

5

6:15 pm Hadassah
Book Club

11

7 pm TI Bd Mtg

12

SAT

1

2

5:30 pm TBS Family
Shabbat
6 pm TI Shabbat

.

9 am Hebrew
10:15 am Religious
School
T/12 pm TBS S’Hd
Mtg

FRI

6

7

8

13

9

5:30 pm TBS Shabbat
& Dinner
6 pm TI Shabbat

4:30 pm Children of
Abraham
7:30 pm Fed. Bd Mtg

14

9 am TI Service

15

9 am TI Service

16

FEDLAB
12 pm TI Talmud
Veteran’s Day
Office Closed

10 am Chaverim
1 pm TI S’Hd Book
Club

7 pm Hadassah Exec.
Bd. Mtg
5:30 pm TBS Shabbat
6 pm TI Shabbat

18

19

20

12 pm TI Talmud
T/7 pm JCRC Mtg

6:30 pm SBJE Bd Mtg

12 pm TI S’Hd Ladies
Night Out

25

26

12 pm TI Talmud

7 pm TBS Bd Mtg
Thanksgiving Basket
Deliveries

27
9:30 am Knosh &
Knowledge
12:15 pm Fed Exec
Bd Mtg

21

28
Thanksgiving
Office Closed

9 am TI Service
4 pm TBS Adult Ed

22

23

5:30 pm TBS Shabbat
6 pm TI Shabbat

9 am TI Service

29
5:30 pm TBS Shabbat
6 pm TI Shabbat

30
9 am TI Service
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Partnership2GETHER
The Jewish Federation of Springfield, through Partnership2Gether Western Galilee Central Area Consortium, invites you to take
part in one or more of three programs: P2G Book Club, Learn2GETHER, and Global Day of Learning. Information about each of
these opportunities is below.

P2G Book Club -

The P2G book club is a new program, designed for people that share the love for books. The first book of

the Book Club is 'Someone to Run With' by David Grossman. Start reading now. Then connect with readers in other
Partnership Communities via a WhatsApp group. On Jan 5, 2020, the P2G Book Club will have a virtual gathering regarding the
book via Zoom App at 10:00 a.m. CST.

Global Day of Jewish Learning –

November 17, 10:00 a.m. CST – We have three speakers that will hold virtual TED

style talks in one event:
•

Dr. Moran Yarchi PhD, Head of the Public Diplomacy Program, IDC Herzeliya, lives in Kibbutz Kabri ;.

•

Diana Bletter, Journalist and writer, lives in Moshav Shavei Zion

•

Jeremy Benstein PhD, Staff member and founder of the Heschel Center for Sustainability, lives in Zichron Yaacov, originally
from Toledo OH.

For more information or to register for any of these programs, please contact Nancy Sage at nsage@shalomspringfield.org or
(217) 787-7223.
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Thanksgiving Baskets 2019
Our Thirty-third Year

Dear Friends,
Fall is approaching and with it comes our annual Thanksgiving Basket program. This is the thirty-third year that the
Jewish community will join with First Congregational Church to again combine resources, funds, and people power for
an outreach program benefiting over 1000 individuals in need. This year we hope to again provide baskets for 260
families.
Some of you have seen them, helped fill and carry them-and realize that families actually receive two large cartons filled
to the brim with food, in addition to turkey and pie! To honor your support, we have kept our suggested donation at $35
per basket, and we appreciate that many of you donate for several baskets. We also welcome donations for half
baskets ($20.00). The entire amount of your donation goes to filling the baskets, because we have no overhead
expenses.
If you would like to support this project, please send your check to eitherTemple B’rith Sholom or Temple Israel as soon
as possible so that we may plan accordingly. We are also in need of volunteers, so please select date(s) and time(s)
to help make sure that this is another successful year.
Make checks payable to either: Temple B’rith Sholom Thanksgiving Baskets or to Temple Israel
Thanks so much,
Thanksgiving Basket Committees of Temple B’rith Sholom, First Congregational Church and
Congregation Temple Israel

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please complete and return this portion to:

Temple B’rith Sholom

OR

1004 4th Street, Springfield, IL 62703

Temple Israel
1140 Governor St. Springfield, IL 62704

Your Name _________________________________________________________________

E-mail address__________________________________________Phone Number____________

_____ Enclosed is my/our check for $_______ for _____ baskets.
Volunteer Sign-Up shifts:
Thursday, November 21, I/We can help put boxes together or unload the food bank truck at TBS
_______ 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 24, I/We can help fill baskets at Temple B’rith Sholom. PLEASE select shift(s):
_______9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

_______ 10:00 a.m. – 12:00

_______11:00 – 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 26, - I/We can help schlep baskets from Temple B’rith Sholom to the Parking lot.
________7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
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Federation Overseas Partner

We are appalled at the shocking terrorist attack that occurred in Germany on
Yom Kippur. A gunman, after publishing a hate-filled manifesto online,
attempted to enter a synagogue in Halle, Germany, hoping to kill as many
Jews as possible. When he was unable to enter the place of worship, he shot
at a passerby before driving to a kebab shop and opening fire. Two were killed
in the attack and several were wounded.
Due to improvements made through The Jewish Agency’s Security Assistance
Fund, the gunman was unable to get into the synagogue. This essential fund
provides financial aid to keep synagogues, community centers and schools secure by shoring up these facilities with extra safety
measures such as CCTV, alarms, locks, gates, and reinforced walls/doors/windows.
Max Privorozki, the head of the congregation, said the heavy wooden door of the synagogue and the community center’s electronic
security system had recently been upgraded thanks to the fund. Privorozki was able to see on the security camera screen the fuzzy
images of the heavily armed attacker on the other side of the door and credited the heavy door for saving those inside.
“It was a miracle that the door held,” Privorozki said in an interview after the attack. “I cannot imagine what would have happened
if it had not.’’
The Jewish Agency for Israel Chairman Isaac Herzog condemned the attack, saying, “The entire world sees and hears what is
happening and must understand that there can be no compromise in the fight against hatred of Jews and anti-Semitism.”
This attack in Germany comes nearly a year after an armed gunman opened fire inside Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue, killing 11
people and wounding many more, in the deadliest attack on Jews in U.S. history.
In Germany, the Jewish community has grown to nearly 300,000 strong, due to mass immigration from the former Soviet Union
over the last 20 years. Halle has the largest Jewish presence in the Sachsen-Anhalt region with about 500 Jewish residents. The
Jewish Agency has focused on education programs in Germany that promote leadership development and connection to Jewish and
Israeli culture, in addition to Israel experience programs. In Halle specifically, The Jewish Agency has helped train and supervise
educators, offered opportunities for social-educational entrepreneurship and grassroots initiatives for young Jews, invited young
leaders to participate in conferences and events and provided financial aid through the Security Assistance Fund.
Chairman Herzog also spoke with German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, who promised firm action against anti-Semitism in his
country and agreed to cooperate with The Jewish Agency in combating hate crimes against Jews.
“We will assist all parties, including the German government, in combating this horrible wave of anti-Semitism and in supporting
and strengthening the Jewish community in Germany,” stated Chairman Herzog. “We share in the mourning of the families whose
loved ones were murdered, wish the wounded a speedy recovery and send strength to the worshipers and members of the
community who are in deep mourning.”
We are proud of the role The Jewish Agency played in saving lives during this tragedy. Let us hope and pray for quieter, peaceful
days ahead.
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Federation Overseas Partner
JDC Celebrates Rosh Hashanah Worldwide
New York, New York, United States – This Rosh Hashanah, thousands of Jews from emerging, established, and ancient Jewish
communities around the world celebrated the holiday at scores of JDC (Federation funded American Joint Distribution Committee)
events including concerts, workshops, volunteer opportunities, trainings, and cultural performances. As part of this effort, more than
8,500 poor, elderly Jews in the former Soviet Union received a special holiday package of food and traditional holiday items,
including honey, to connect them with the global Jewish community and to celebrate the Jewish New Year. This annual tradition is
made possible by JDC through its partners: the Jewish Federations, Claims Conference, and the International Fellowship of
Christians and Jews (IFCJ).
“The power of Jewish tradition is especially intense during Rosh Hashanah, when we gather with our loved ones to engage in
timeless customs that remind us of our many blessings, from hearing the shofar to dipping apples in honey. From a homebound
80-year-old woman in Moldova who is visited by volunteers bringing a gift basket, to a young Jewish leader teaching his peers New
Year traditions in Poland, we are empowering other Jews around the world to share in these rituals, to taste the sweetness of
community, and to create new opportunities for the new year and generations to come,” said JDC CEO David Schizer.
For Roza F., a 64-year-old former construction firm secretary, Rosh Hashanah activities and the jar of honey she gets from JDC are
reminders of her deep connection to a community that has now become her family. Without living parents or siblings, and never
married due to a history of illness, Roza’s life can get lonely, especially around holiday times. Though comforted by memories of her
parents —whose cooking she fondly recalls as both were involved in culinary professions — its the Jewish community of Rivne,
Ukraine, where she finds her joy. Not only did she receive aid to help her live beyond her small monthly pension and health issues,
she is enthusiastically involved in holiday celebrations and other community activities.
In Hungary, JDC’s annual Judafest — a Jewish cultural festival in Budapest which draws thousands of people each year — focused
on Jewish High Holiday traditions through music, art, food, and performance. At the JCC Warsaw, local families attended Rosh
Hashanah “seders,” learning holiday traditions and creating their own for years to come. In India, holiday services were offered at
the local JCC in Mumbai, together with holiday focused mindfulness classes and retreat on the theme of empowerment and deeper
listening. In Morocco, the Old Age Home of Casablanca hosted a holiday party for residents, where local volunteers delivered
holiday gifts to the elderly. In Berlin, Germany, 50 home-hosted meals were organized by young adults around the city for anybody
looking to connect and celebrate the holiday, stressing the Jewish value of welcoming strangers. And in a number of cities
throughout Romania, cooking classes, ceramics workshops, wine tastings and educational events were focus on the foods and ritual
aspects of the holiday.
Among Rosh Hashanah events in post-Soviet nations, volunteers in Kharkov, Ukraine and Rostov, Russia, visited with
homebound and elderly community members to deliver holiday packages and provide company to the loneliest without family to
share the holiday, while in Moldova and Belarus, special concerts by local performers were held in honor of the holiday. In Kiev,
local families were treated to Rosh Hashanah celebrations featuring traditional holiday feasts and family games around the corgi,
including JDC’s Halom JCC. In Krasnodar, Russia participants had the opportunity to attend a pottery class dedicated to making
holiday related products, while in Yekaterinburg, Russia participants made challah and jam for community members in need. Most
events in this region were held at JDC’s vast network of Hesed social welfare centers and Jewish community centers.

Chaverim (September): Barb Rabin, Mark Wancket, and Rabbi Datz
Rosh Hashanah visits: Laurie Barnum, Andrew Boyer, Mary Beth Cohen, Rabbi Datz, Arden Lang, Sara Lieber,
Len Lieberman, Rabbi Marks, Anne Morgan, Annette Schwartz, Gloria Schwartz, Lisa Stone, Mark Wancket,
and Sandy Weiss
Shalom Springfield is generously underwritten with support from the following community partners:
Bank of Springfield, www.bankofspringfield.com (217) 529-5555
Bisch and Sons Funeral Home, www.bischandsonfuneralhome.com, (217) 544-5424
Rita Victor, Broker, Coldwell Banker Honig-Bell, (217) 726-3101
Feuer-Brozgold Legacy Fund
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The Jewish Federation of Springfield is known as a very small, yet strong,
Federation. It is a tribute to our Federation — powered by you — that Eric Fingerhut, the
new president and chief executive officer of Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) is
our featured speaker at our 2020 Campaign Celebration. We are one of the first
Federations he will visit as JFNA CEO and definitely the first small Federation.
Barry and Barbara Seidman, Campaign Event Co-Chairs, relentlessly pursued Eric
Fingerhut long before he officially started as CEO in September for what we thought would
Nancy Sage
be a November campaign event. They enticed him with the Abraham Lincoln Museum and
Federation Executive
Library, to which he admitted, “been there and loved it.” With each text, many directly
Director
between Barry and Eric, it was clear that the major obstacle was Eric’s schedule, combined
with our community calendar. As is said, “where there is a will, there is a way” and, thus,
the December 3rd date for the campaign event.
And, why Eric Fingerhut? While the obvious answer is because he’s JFNA’s new president and CEO,
there’s more to his story than his latest title. He most recently served as president and CEO of Hillel
International. There, he was credited with creating a cultural transformation, creating new partnerships,
doubling annual revenue, and developing talent. His experience includes serving in the Ohio State
Legislature and US Congress, and as chancellor of Ohio’s higher education system. Mark Wilf, Chair of JFNA
Board of Trustees, noting that Eric spearheaded transformational change at Hillel, a 90 year old organization,
stated that “We believe that he can bring the same energy and imagination to Federation. He’s the right
leader at the right time.”
Among the reasons why we’re considered a strong Federation is, very simply put, Wendy Evans-Terry.
She has dedicated her talent and skill to our Federation for twenty years. It is more than fitting and so
deserved that our campaign event celebrates Wendy for all her accomplishments and for all she does on
Federation’s behalf. Gloria Schwartz, then executive director, hired Wendy as Federation’s secretary and
bookkeeper. Due to Wendy’s work ethic and her desire to do and learn, she now edits our newsletter,
designs our graphics, updates our website, prepares our budget, manages our office, repairs our equipment,
meets every deadline, and keeps up and keeps us up with the latest in technology. She’s taken on tasks and
responsibilities so that Federation would run seamlessly at times when Federation has been between
outgoing and incoming program directors or executive directors. She knows our Federation, our community,
and its history and, as it has been written many times, Wendy is our glue. Most of all, she cares, she cares
about Federation and about every person with whom she’s had contact or who she knows by name, and this
is what makes Wendy special.
Your support for campaign is what makes everything we do at Federation possible; and, the
foundation for everything we do our commitment to serving you and our community, and to saving and
changing lives around the world. Federation is, after all, powered by you. Please join with us on December
3rd to hear Eric Fingerhut and to celebrate Wendy Evans-Terry.

The mission of the Jewish Federation of Springfield, Illinois, is to serve the Jewish people locally,
in Israel and throughout the world through coordinated fund raising, community-wide programming,
social services and educational activities.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
LEGACY FUND
TO:
David & Jennifer Kuriniec, on the birth of their son,
Abraham Philip Kuriniec
Leika & Jamie Myers, on the birth of their second
grandson, Gideon James, son of Naomi & Matt
Binetti, born October 3, 2019.
Rabbi Barry Marks, on being named Best Clergyperson in the Illinois Times “Best of Springfield 2019.”
Elizabeth Knoedler & Julie Nathanson, Prairie
Dental Group, on being named Best Dental Group in
the Illinois Times “Best of Springfield 2019.”

Eastep Fund
In Memory of:
Zachary Loewenstein, from John Woods & Eydee Schultz
Hexter Fund
In Memory of:
Yetta Marantz, from Terry & Teresa McElwee & family
Yetta Marantz, from Mike Kasprzyk
Jim & Edith Myers Adult Education Fund
In Memory of:
Tom Bruner, from John Woods & Eydee Schultz
Stephen & Lisa Stone Philanthropic Fund
In Honor of:
Steve & Lisa Stone, from Jay & Carol Kitterman
Healthy Foods Distribution
In Honor of :
Sharon Snyder, from Rita Salemme
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