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Celebrations & Simchas Edition
Packed Crowd Attends Federation Annual Meeting & Shem Tov Awards
Nashua — Nearly 250 individuals
from across New Hampshire attended
the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire Annual Meeting and Shem Tov
Awards on Sunday, September 10. The
event, which was held in the social hall at
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua, was
the largest ever of its kind in JFNH history. The theme of this year’s meeting
was L’dor Va’dor (from generation to
generation) -- a thread that ran throughout the program’s content, as a reminder
of the importance of investing time, energy, and resources in making meaningful connections between generations as
we look toward Federation’s future. As
guests arrived, they were welcomed by
Federation board members and volunteers. Families connected with PJ Library New Hampshire (a Federation signature program) and had the opportunity to join in free youth activities, which
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and a warm welcome by Federation
Board member and Annual Meeting
Committee chair Judith Jolton. Rabbi
Jon Spira-Savett shared a beautiful
D’var Torah. Reports highlighting re-

Meeting continued on page 8

Federations Respond to Hurricanes With Disaster Aid
By Melanie Zalman McDonald, 		
JFNH Executive Director
Last month, we all watched with great difficulty as Hurricanes Harvey and Irma
caused catastrophic destruction to the greater Houston area, Texas and Florida coastal
communities, and elsewhere.
The most significant thing we can do as a
community is to raise funds for cleanup and
recovery. Jewish Federation of New Hampshire has connected with Jewish Federations
of North America, our umbrella agency.
They partnered with federations across
North America to create a Federation system-wide emergency flood relief fund, to
raise money to support communities and individuals affected by these intense hurricanes.
100% of every dollar donated will go directly
to the Jewish organizations in greater Houston
and Florida that are most in need of our help.

Hurricane flooding in Naples, Florida. Photo courtesy of ABC News.
While damage is still being assessed, we
know that many of the Jewish institutions
have flooded (synagogues, camps, Jewish
Community Centers). We know that 71% of
the Jewish population in the Houston area
lives in areas that have seen massive flooding,
and Jews have been displaced from their

homes with flooding ranging from six inches
to ten feet. We know that close to 12,000 elderly members of the Jewish community also
are living in areas impacted by the flooding.
We are part of a global community, and
this is what we do to care for other Jews in
need in the United States and around the
world. Together with Jewish Federations of
North America, we will have boots on the
ground to help support the community's immediate emergency efforts in the coming
days. That way, we help rebuild the Jewish
community physically, as well as identify
what we can and should do to have the most
impact. We will continue to do whatever it
takes to help those affected by this tragedy.
When disaster hits, the Federations stand
together. Jewish Federation of North America's network of local and international
partners enables us to respond quickly and
Hurricanes continued on page 7
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included crafts, story time, and the opportunity to learn a song and perform
live with our new shlicha, Noam Wolf.
The program began with the singing
of Hatikva, led by Shlicha Noam Wolf,

NH Shlicha Noam Wolf sings “L’Dor
Va’dor” with the children
cent accomplishments and showcasing
plans for Federation’s upcoming year
were delivered by board member Mindee
Greenberg and new Executive Director
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Federation Voices

Melanie with Holocaust survivor Bodo Schrader and his daughter, Margot.
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CONGREGATION BETENU
Sam Blumberg (Rabbinic Intern)
5 Northern Blvd., Unit 1, Amherst
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 886-1633
www.betenu.org
Services: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat
services at 7:30 PM
Saturday morning twice a month, 9:30 AM

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi Samuel R. Seicol
36 Olive Meadow Lane, Dover
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 742-3976
www.dovertemple.org
templeoffice@dovertemple.org
Services: Friday night services at 7 PM
For monthly Saturday services and holiday
worship, please check the website.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Rabbi Levi Krinsky
7 Camelot Place, Manchester
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 647-0204
www.Lubavitchnh.com
rabbi@lubavitchnh.com
Services: Shabbat Services
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM
Sunday morning minyan at 9 AM

HANOVER

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN
Rabbi Beth D. Davidson
152 Prospect Street, Manchester
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 669-5650
www.taynh.org
templeadathy@comcast.net
Services: Shabbat services the first Friday
of the month at 6 PM
All other Friday nights at 7 PM
with some exceptions.
Alternating Shabbat services or Torah
study Saturday mornings at 10 AM

BETHLEHEM
BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi David Edleson
39 Strawberry Hill Road
PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian
(603) 869-5465
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org
davegoldstone1@gmail.com
Services: Contact for Date/Time Info
President Dave Goldstone (516) 592-1462
or Eileen Regen – (603) 823-7711
Weekly Services: July through Simchat Torah
Friday: 6:30 PM; Saturday: 10 AM

CLAREMONT
TEMPLE MEYER DAVID
25 Putnam Street, Claremont
Conservative
(603) 542-6773
Services: Generally the second Friday of
the month, 6:15 PM, April to November.

CONCORD
TEMPLE BETH JACOB
Rabbi Robin Nafshi
67 Broadway, Concord
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 228-8581
www.tbjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org
Services: Friday night - 7 PM
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

DERRY
ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Peter Levy
1½ Hood Road, Derry
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 432-0004
www.etzhayim.org
office@etzhayim.org, rabbi@etzhayim.org
Services: Fridays 7:15 PM
Please check the website for the Shabbat
Morning schedule
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CHABAD AT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
Rabbi Moshe Gray
22a School Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 643-9821
www.dartmouthchabad.com
chabad@dartmouth.edu
Services: Friday Evening Shabbat services
and Dinner
Shabbat morning services
Call for times
KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY 		
JEWISH COMMUNITY
Rabbi Edward S. Boraz
Roth Center for Jewish Life
5 Occom Ridge, Hanover
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated
(603) 646-0460
www.uvjc.org
uvjc@valley.net
Services: Friday night Shabbat services
at 6 PM, led by Dartmouth Hillel
Saturday morning Shabbat services at
9:30 AM, led by Rabbi Boraz

KEENE
CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM
Rabbi Amy Loewenthal
84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Reconstructionist, Affiliated JRF
(603) 352-6747
www.keene-synagogue.org
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com
Services: Regular Friday night services at
7 PM
Monthly Shabbat morning services at
9:30 AM
Check the website for time variations

LACONIA
TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Boaz Heilman
210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 524-7044
www.tbinh.org
Services: Every other Friday
night at 7:30 PM
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TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi Gary Atkins (Interim)
66 Salmon Street, Manchester
Conservative
(603) 622-6171
office@templeisraelmht.org
Services: Friday night 7:15 PM
Saturday 9:30 AM
Tues., Thur., Fri. 7 AM minyan

NASHUA
TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett
4 Raymond Street, Nashua
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 883-8184
www.tbanashua.org
rabbi@tbanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org
Services: Friday night services 8 PM
1st Friday family service 7 PM
Saturday morning 9:30 AM
Mon. - Thur. minyan 7:30 PM

PORTSMOUTH
TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi David Ross Senter
200 State Street, Portsmouth
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 436-5301
www.templeisraelnh.org
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org
Services: Friday, 6:15 PM
Saturday, 9:30 AM
Tues. minyan 5:30 PM
Temple Israel has a fully licensed
M-W-F preschool.
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L’Dor Va’Dor: From Generation to Generation
L’dor va’dor. From generation to generation. It is our theme this year at
JFNH. Our theme recognizes the significance of some of our most important
JFNH programs. Take the PJ Library
program for instance. At our annual
meeting several weeks ago, JFNH board
member Mindee Greenburg described
the impact of the PJ Library program
perfectly: “Almost 300 children, ages 3
months to 8 years, in the state of New
Hampshire receive free books each
month thanks to the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Think about it. Because of this program, 300 of our children have their own Jewish libraries, and
their parents, as their first Jewish educators, have resources and tools to teach
them about Jewish holidays, traditions
and values.”
Another example is our campership
grants program, which has been steadily
growing from year to year. Again, at our
annual meeting, Mindee’s description of
the influence of this program really hit
home: “This past year, 18 kids were able
to go to Jewish overnight camp for the
first time with the generous support of
the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire. This is the highest number of kids
that our Federation has helped send to
camp in a single year. What a great investment in our future, as research shows
that kids who go to Jewish overnight
camp are more likely to join a synagogue,
take a leadership position in a Jewish organization, and perform Jewish home
rituals as adults than those who don’t go
to camp. With the help of the recently secured Nathan and Jennie Brindis Endowed Fund, we will be able to continue
to support our Jewish youth with grants
for camp and Israel trips.”
Consider also JFNH’s Jewish Community Preschool in Manchester. JFNH
currently funds the school’s operational
shortfall which is approximately $11,000
per year. Veteran board member Rob
Wofchuck recently described the value of
JFNH’s underwriting the Preschool in
the following way: “I would think of it as
spending $500/year for a New Hampshire Jewish student to go to a New
Hampshire Jewish preschool during the
9-month school year. It is a great investment, and I think it is agreed that these
Jewish childhood experiences leave lifelong impressions.” Speaking for myself,
for those of you living outside the greater
Manchester area (as Rob in the southeast
corner of New Hampshire and I in the
southwest corner do) who may think that
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Jeff Crocker

Message from
the Chair
the Manchester Preschool only benefits
Manchester area kids, I urge you to think
in broader terms. Some of those Manchester kids may well choose to live in
your New Hampshire community when
they reach adulthood and are raising
their own families, and they will bring the
values from their preschool experience to
your city or town.
L’dor va’dor. From generation to generation. Our theme applies at the board
level, too. More than ever before, nonprofit boards are rethinking and reviewing past practices to make sure that the
organizations they represent are positioned to make progress. In evaluating
this issue, nonprofit boards are reviewing
trends, surveys, and best practices. JFNH
has been reviewing trends in nonprofit
best practices as well, and has implemented procedures to ensure recruitment
of diverse and skilled future board members. One example is the amendment to
JFNH’s bylaws in 2015 to institute term
limits for board members. Including term
limits in our bylaws compels the board to
reestablish itself every few years, which is
a good thing for any organization. It ensures that there will be new board members to bring additional talents and perspectives to the organization, allow
younger members to join the board and
veteran board members to serve the organization in other ways, and creates a
bridge to future generations, ensuring the
vitality and relevance of the organization
for years to come.
In the past year, we recruited five talented and wonderful new members to our
board. Out new board members, Mindee
Greenberg, Matthew Jordan Lee, Sarit
Itenberg, Julia Priess, and Paul Bieber,
have already made significant contributions and assumed important responsibilities within our organization (at this writing, a sixth new board member’s nomination is pending). Our board’s morale,
composition, and involvement are the
healthiest that I have seen in my time on
the board. In the coming months, I will
from time to time be turning over this column to our new board members so that
we all may hear their voices describe their
visions about the future of our organization and our statewide community.
The New Hampshire

Of course, it is a loss at the board level
when a veteran board member rotates off
the board. We recently experienced such
a loss when Bob Selig decided that it was
time to step down from our board after
more than a quarter century of dedicated
service. I have served as a director on
many nonprofit boards. Rarely, if ever,
have I witnessed a more passtionate and
committed supporter of any organization. Bob is a recipient of several Shem
Tov Awards. He regularly assumed leadership responsibilities within the organization enthusiastically and capably. He
was instrumental in bringing the Nathan
and Jennie Brindis Endowed Fund to the
Federation. Most importantly, however,
Bob never shied away from expressing
himself forthrightly on all matters of importance. He regularly reminded us of
our duties to JFNH as board members,
and, above all, our obligations as Jews to
support the New Hampshire Jewish community, to support Jewish communities
across our nation and the world, and to
support Israel.
Bob, when I think of you, I am reminded of a great American historical
figure: President Theodore Roosevelt.

TR’s address at the Sorbonne on the subject of citizenship in a Republic, describing his respect for the “man in the arena,”
describes my respect for you.
It is not the critic who counts; not
the man who points out how the
strong man stumbles, or where the
doer of deeds could have done them
better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and
sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short
again and again, because there is no
effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to
do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who
spends himself in a worthy cause;
who at the best knows in the end
the triumph of high achievement,
and who at the worst, if he fails, at
least fails while daring greatly, so
that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.
We all stand on the shoulders of those
who came before us, and we now stand
on yours. L'dor va’dor.

Listening Across New Hampshire
I’m proud to share my excerpts from
my remarks at our Annual Meeting and
Shem Tov Awards in the October issue of
The Jewish Reporter. It is an honor to
serve as your Director here in New Hampshire and to begin a New Year filled with
promise and possibility as we look forward together.
I am honored and proud to my Jewish
core to have been selected by our Board
of Directors to be the new Executive Director of Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire. As I travel the state in this
new role, I am getting to know each of
our Jewish communities and I hope you
will get to know me as well. While I am
new to our Federation, I’m no stranger
to volunteering in Jewish life and to the
many facets of non-profit administration and community-building that this
important work demands.
I grew up in Southern Connecticut, in
a Conservative Jewish home. My parents were active in the Jewish community -- my Dad (of blessed memory) was a
board member at our synagogue, and
my mom was president of our local Hadassah chapter. My grandparents were
immigrants from Poland, Russia, and
Romania and my parents, aunts, and
Jewish Reporter

Melanie Zalman
McDonald

Executive
Director
uncles were all first-generation Jewish
Americans. I attended Hebrew school,
was Bat Mitzvah at Congregation Or
Shalom (Orange, CT), and at Skidmore
College I was the president of the Jewish
Student Union.
My great-grandmother secured a lifelong membership in Hadassah for me
the day I was born. So as you can see, it
was predestined that I would find myself
in this line of work.
My son Henry is six -- he started Hebrew School this September at our synagogue Ahavas Achim in Keene, where
we enjoy Shabbat, holidays, and the
warmth of community. My husband,
Chris (who is not Jewish), participates,
supports, and celebrates with us wholeheartedly. We are a nontraditional but
active Jewish family in a state where
slightly less than 2% of the population

Listening continued on page 5
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Sunday, October 1

Saturday, October 14

Temple Adath Yeshurun Religious Response
to Hunger

Beginning Hebrew Class

1 PM, Brookside Church, 2013 Elm Street,
Manchester
Representatives of area congregations will meet
with their food collections at Brookside Church
parking lot. All food will be driven to New Horizons
of Manchester to be donated. More information:
669-5650.

Friday, October 6
Shabbat/Sukkot Service
7 PM, Temple Israel, Dover
Join us for this special Shabbat evening in the
Temple Sukkah. Welcome in the Shabbat and Sukkot
guests with songs and blessings. Potluck oneg in the
Sukkah following the service. All are welcome at no
charge. More information contact: rabbisam@
dovertemple.org or the temple office at 742-3976.

Sunday, October 8
Seniors Forever Young Fall Foliage Train
Ride - Lincoln, NH
10 AM Bus leaves from TAY; 12 PM, Lunch
reservations; 3 PM, train ride begins
We’ll be going out to eat before the train ride, so
please indicate how many people will be in your
party for lunch reservations when you send in your
payment. Reservations and payments must be
made by October 2.
More information: Elaine Rabinovitz 204-5736 or
Saundra Wexler 718-8898. Funding in part by JFNH
Foundation, The Ben and Zelma Dorson Fund, The
Maurice Foster Fund, The Saul Sidore Fund, The
Paul and Fran Gordon Family Fund, and The Singer
Trust Fund.

Book Club Meeting
10 AM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
The book to be discussed will be The Frozen Rabbi
by Steve Stern. More information: 432-0004.

Sukkot Across America
11 AM, Temple Israel, Dover
Join us for a pot luck lunch in the Temple Sukkah.
Welcome in the traditional and modern Sukkot
guests with songs and blessings, shake the lulav
and etrog, and hear traditional midrashim of Sukkot.
All are welcome at no charge. More information
contact: rabbisam@dovertemple.org or the temple
office at 742-3976.

Celebrate "Guests" on Ushpizin Night
6:30 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene
There will be a pizza and salad dinner in the Sukkah
along with singing and games. Scott Rodolitz will
also tell stories of heroes of the Jewish past. In
case of inclement weather the program will be
moved inside. More information: 352-6747.

Tuesday, October 10

11:30 AM, Temple Israel, Dover
Learn to read Hebrew in a mere five sessions.
Classes will be held October 14, 21, November 4,
18, and December 2. All are welcome at no charge.
More information contact: rabbisam@dovertemple.
org or the temple office at 742-3976.

My Jewish Life: A Look at Traditions, Music,
History
7 PM, Wilton Public Library, 7 Forest Road, Wilton 
Join us for an evening of learning and discussion as
Rahel Limor shares her experiences as a Jewish
woman born and raised in America, living in Israel
for 22 years, and traveling around the world at
large. Through her career as a musician and
educator, Rahel has had the opportunity to cross
paths and share stories with a wide variety of
people. Her unique perspective will help dispel
stereotypes as she shares her personal experiences
and discusses the establishment, evolution, growth,
and realities of life in the only Democratic and
Jewish state in the Middle East. Q&A time at the
end. Free and open to the public. More information:
Pat Fickett 654-2581 or www.wiltonlibrarynh.org.

Sunday, October 15
Apples & Honey: A Family PYO Adventure
1:30–3 PM (includes an apple and honey snack),
Alyson’s Orchard, 57 Alyson’s Lane, Walpole
Join us for an afternoon of fall fun as we celebrate
the Jewish New Year together. We’ll have story time
and say a blessing for the new year together over
apples and honey! $15/Family registration includes
a peck-sized bag to fill with the apples. Preregistration is required. To register, visit PJ Library
– New Hampshire on Facebook or www.eventbrite.
com/e/apple-picking-at-alisons-orchardtickets-37919298643.

L'Chayim Jewish Food Festival
4:30 PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester
Join us for dinner in the social hall or place your
order in advance for pick up. All your favorite
Jewish foods right here in Manchester! More
information: 669-5650.

Tuesday, October 17
PJ Library Parent Ambassador Information
Night
JFNH Office, 66 Hanover St, Suite 300, Manchester
Learn how we can expand PJ programming across
the state with the help of PJ parents! This event will
be held at the Jewish Federation office building,
and parents will have the option of participating
virtually as well! For information: 627-7679.

7 PM, Complimentary snacks and desserts; 7:45
Concert, Meredith Community Auditorium, InterLakes High School, Meredith
Temple B'nai Israel is proud to bring one of the top a
cappella choral groups, Pitch Slapped, to the stage to
perform in a benefit for two local nonprofits, Belknap
House and Genesis Behavioral Health, both of which
provide resources for Lakes Region families. Pitch
Slapped is one of the world's premiere co-ed a
cappella groups. Representing the prestigious
Berklee College of Music in Boston, MA, the group's
repertoire spans a range of genres from pop to R&B
and rock. By purchasing a ticket for $27.50 to the
Families Matter Benefit Concert, you will enjoy great
music, food, and drink while supporting Lakes
Region families in need. Tickets are available at
www.tbinh.org. Joining with Temple B’nai Israel this
year are concert sponsors Golden View Heath Care
and Meredith Village Savings Bank.

Sunday, October 22
PJ Library Tour of Bow New Hampshire Fire
Department and Snack at the Town Gazebo
10:30 AM, Bow Fire Station, 2 Knox Rd, Bow
October is Fire Safety Month, and we want to teach
children to trust and respect kavod for our
community helpers. After our fire station visit, we
will head to the adjacent gazebo for snack. Free,
but pre-registration is required: email pjlibrary@
jewishnh.org, visit the PJ New Hampshire Facebook
page, or call 627-7679.

Monday, October 23
Sisterhood Paid-up Members Dinner
6 PM Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester
More information: 669-5650.

Wednesday, October 25
CAA Book Club Meeting
6:30 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene
The book to be discussed will be The Inn at Lake
Devine by Elinor Lippman. This meeting is free to
CAA members. Non-members are asked to provide
a $5 donation to defray costs of refreshment and
book purchase.

Sisterhood Fall Rummage Sale
9 AM – 4 PM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
More information: 883-8184.

Book Club Meeting

Thursday, October 26

6 PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester
More information: 669-5650.

Wednesday, October 11

Saturday, October 21

End of Sukkot Pumpkin Extravaganza.

Saturday Night at the Movies

12 PM– 5 PM, Temple Israel, Dover
Come choose from hundreds of pumpkins at
bargain prices. This events runs through October
13. More information, contact rabbisam@
dovertemple.org or the temple office at 742-3976.

7 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene
The movie to be shown will be Quiz Show. This
1994 historical feature film tells the story of the
Congressional investigations into television quiz
shows in the 1950s. Popcorn and other snacks will
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Temple B'nai Israel's We Care Concert
Series

Wednesday, October 18
Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
The book to be discussed will be Becoming Malka
by Mirta Ines. More information: 883-8184 or www.
tbanashua.org.

Interfaith Women's Event

be provided. There will be brief framing comments,
the film viewing, and a discussion afterward.
Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA
members. Nonmember are asked to provide a $5
donation to defray costs of refreshment and film
rental or purchase. If you have suggestions for
future movies, contact Dale Rosenberg at
eddirector.ahavas.achim@gmail.com.

The New Hampshire

Talking to God through Poetry
7 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Midge Goldberg, a published poet, received the
2015 Richard Wilbur Poetry Award for her
book Snowman's Code, which was also chosen as
the 2016 New Hampshire Literary Awards Reader's
Choice Award for Outstanding Book of Poetry. There
are many ways to talk to God: synagogue prayers -with their tradition, familiarity, and communal
nature -- and personal prayers. But poetry occupies
a middle space, words that express your own

Jewish Reporter

feelings but in a way that others may understand
and relate to their own experiences. Come listen to
some poems about God, talk about what makes
them successful or not, and, if you like, bring a
poem of your own to share. This continuing
education program is free and open to the public.

Sunday October 29
Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series:
Introduction to Klezmer with Lainee
Ginsberg
3 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Keene
Lainee Ginsberg is the CAA Music Director and the
Director of Mak’hela – the Jewish Chorus of
Western MA, which performs annually at CAA. She
is also a distinguished scholar who teaches music
at Keene State College and is a published
composer. Lainee will teach us what Klezmer is all
about and what makes it distinctive. With musical
accompaniment, she’ll give us a feel for this
traditional Jewish genre and an understanding of its
contemporary appeal to Jews and non-Jews alike.
It’s free to CAA members. Non-members are asked
to provide a $5 donation to defray costs of
refreshment and handouts

Wednesday, November 1
Book Club Meeting
Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
The book to be discussed will be The Hours Count
by Jillian Cantor. More information: 883-8184.

Friday, November 3
Guest Speaker Shabbat
7 PM, Temple Israel, Dover
“Never forget” is the mantra of those who survived
the horror of the Holocaust, a battle cry to
recognize the seeds of racism and anti-Semitism
and speak out to assure that history is not repeated.
Temple Israel Dover, to kick off the 5778 speaker
series, has invited Dr. Martin Rumscheidt, a Dover
theologist, to share his story of growing up in Nazi
Germany. All are welcome at no charge. More
information: contact the temple office at 742-3976
or rabbisam@dovertemple.org.

Sunday, November 5
PJ Parent Get-Together: Sweet Treats Event
3–4:30 PM (child care provided), Jewish Federation
Preschool, 152 Prospect St., Manchester (entrance
is on Harrison St.)
The kids have had their fill of sweet treats and now
it’s time for PARENTS to enjoy sweet treats of their
own! Meet-up with other PJ parents from across the
state and hear all about the terrific programs on the
horizon for PJ in New Hampshire. Meet PJ
Coordinator Allyson Guertin and JFNH Executive
Director Melanie Zalman McDonald and find out how
you can become a “PJ Parent Ambassador” to grow
our efforts statewide! Desserts and coffee provided.
Free, but pre-registration is required: email
pjlibrary@jewishnh.org, visit the PJ New Hampshire
Facebook page, or call 627-7679. Parents may also
pre-register to participate via video conference.

The Jewish Fascination with Islam: How
Jewish Scholars Created the Field of Islamic
Studies
7 PM, Temple Israel, Dover
Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
The presenter will be Susanna Heschel, professor at
Dartmouth College. More information: 883-8184.

Tishrei-Cheshvan 5778 • October 2017

Listening continued from page 3
self-identifies as Jewish.
So here I am -- a nice Jewish girl, a PJ
Library mom, with a confusing Irish last
name.
My cup runneth over with nachas for
my family, for this work, and for the opportunity to serve a Jewish community
that is diverse, isolated, and ripe with
potential.
The past several months have been
filled with opportunities to listen in our
communities to rabbis, synagogue
boards, Hebrew school directors, and
families. Here is some of what I heard:
“Our Hebrew school enrollment is in
steep decline. We used to have 171 children and now we have 43. What are other communities doing? Are we alone in
this trend?”
“Our synagogue membership is decreasing each year. What can Federation
do to help us reach potential members?
How can we connect with unaffiliated
Jews in our area?”
Immediately upon hearing this, my
heart sank. How can Federation help
synagogue communities grow stronger? Is this a symptom of what is happening in Hebrew schools statewide?
Nationally? What more can we do to
help reduce or remove obstacles for
families who wish to send their child
to Hebrew school?
“Our board and congregants are afraid
about safety, vandalism, and security at
our shul, our cemetery, our Hebrew school.
What should we do? Can you help us?”
Each day I receive an email update
from SCN (the Secure Communities
Network). The email contains a summary of any anti-Semitic or hate crimes
perpetrated against Jewish individuals
or communities in the United States and
around the world. Gravestones vandalized in a Jewish cemetery, Holocaust
monuments destroyed with malicious intent. It makes my blood boil. On a more
local level, each week I am forwarded
emails by nervous and distraught members of our communities. Someone
wants help responding to an anti-Israel
rant in a regional newspaper.
This new reality is jarring to me. I hurt
for those who are victimized. We quickly
review the areas in our state for vulnerabilities, share the information with those
who need to know, and pray that these
threats and violent activities will stop.
My job requires that I listen carefully,
respond quickly, and provide synagogue
communities and families with information -- speaking out against hate and
helping to harden our Jewish communi-
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ties and facilities against such threats.
“My child is the only Jewish child in his
school -- can you reach out to the principal
and be sure they have information about
Jewish holidays to help avoid any conflicts
that will interfere with schooling.”
This hit home, big time. My son is in
first grade and is the only Jewish child at
his elementary school of nearly 400.
Federation sends a list to every SAU office in the state listing three years worth
of Jewish holidays to avoid scheduling
anything important (field trips, tests,
picture day) on Jewish holidays.
“Without a shlicha program to help
engage our children about Israel, all they
hear about is what’s on the news: violence, disagreement, conflict. We need a
shlicha to help strengthen our connection
to Israel”
Wish granted! Thanks to Bobbie
Brayer, we were able to reconnect with
the Jewish Agency and re-initiate this
important program -- an investment in
improving this relationship and providing authentic education about Israel to
our community. This past summer, with
help from families across the state we reinitiated our shlicha program, furnished
an apartment, secured a vehicle, and
Noam is already engaging our communities and has completed over a dozen
visits in just three weeks’ time.
There is still much to do in order to
make this program permanent for New
Hampshire. This is where YOU -- the
community -- can help. I fear that without the establishment of a dedicated endowment, without a big increase in our
annual giving, this costly but vitally important program will be in jeopardy. We
must all support this critical initiative to
ensure that we will always have a shlicha
to grow and strengthen our connection
to Israel for years to come.
On April 14, Federation received this
email:
“My name is Margot Schrader, 43
year-old-daughter of Bodo Schrader, father, grandfather, and 75-year-old Holocaust survivor. I am the granddaughter of
Margot Schrader, murdered in Auschwitz
for refusing to follow the 1938 executive
order declaring she use the middle name
Sara. The Executive Order on the Law on
the Alteration of Family and Personal
Names required Jews bearing first names
of “non-Jewish” origin to adopt an additional name: “Israel” for men and “Sara”
for women. I am Margot Schrader, granddaughter of Karl Schrader, loving husband, father, and Christian man who fell
in love with a Jewish girl. A husband and
father who refused to divorce the love of
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his life, and mother of his children, even
with direct orders from his Nazi commander, threat of dishonorable discharge,
and imprisonment in a labor camp. I am
writing to tell you the amazing true story
of a 2-year-old Jewish/German boy who
was separated from his family during the
Holocaust. This is a story of great perseverance, resiliency and survival.
I need your help, I’ve reached out to so
many organizations and no one will meet
with me. Can Federation help us through
the complicated process of filling out
Claims Conference paperwork to receive
reparations from the German Government? My father wants to reunite with his
long-lost brother and other relatives and
we don’t know where to start.”
I wiped a tear away and thought, How
can we help this family rebuild connections? How can Federation help re-introduce them to Jewish life in a way that
creates opportunity and openness? How
can we help connect Bodo Schrader to
the resources available through the
Claims Conference/German government available to victims and survivors
of the Holocaust? Margot and Bodo, we
at Federation are committed to helping
you complete your claims process and
eager to help children (Jewish and not)
better understand the atrocities of the
Holocaust through your eyes and your
experiences. Thank you for your bravery
and for letting Federation be there for
you and your family in this time of need.
It is a new world, a new reality we are
faced with. And yet, for some of us, it
has always felt this way.
These are times when many of us feel
more vulnerable. More isolated. These
are times when building and strengthening our community beyond our synagogues is increasingly important. These
are times that require swift action, collaboration, communication, and sharing
of resources.
Federation is listening and responding. We are taking action.
In August we created a private group

on Facebook where Hebrew school
teachers across the state can share resources, exchange lesson plans, learn
about best practices. Dozens of Hebrew
school teachers, once isolated by miles,
are now united, instantly.
This month, we are integrating our
new NH shlicha Noam Wolf into community schedules across the state -- Hebrew schools, Hillels, senior groups,
brotherhoods, and youth groups. She is
covering a lot of ground and doing great
work for New Hampshire.
This fall we will be working with our
board and rabbis to develop educational
resources, tools, and opportunities to
celebrate Jewish life and culture alongside other religions and cultures that feel
marginalized or threatened. We will find
positive ways to work with schools, libraries, and youth groups to foster understanding of difference and to aim at
reducing or better yet preventing antiSemitic incidents in our state. It is my
hope that Henry (and other Jewish children) will learn that being Jewish is special, and that they are NOT alone.
We are launching a collaboration with
the Jewish Agency to leverage Noam’s
training in the Aliyah interview process.
Noam will be a new resource for New
Hampshire families looking to make
Aliyah -- the nearest resource would
otherwise be in New York!
We will be offering families (in PJ and
those who have yet to connect with PJ)
various low-barrier on-ramps to explore
Jewish topics through the lens of play
and other subjects. We will have a chance
to make dreidels out of Legos. We will
partner with Chabad to welcome more
people to join in the big Menorah lighting at the state capitol. PJ will be forming a parent advisory group so that we
can do more across the state to keep
families connected and engaged.
We are a small organization with a
big vision, and I know that together,
with your support, we can make a BIG
difference!

Help Wanted!
Do you live in Keene, Laconia, Bethlehem,
Hanover, or another NH community
and want to help produce the Jewish Reporter?
We are looking for people all over the state who are interested
in writing about their local Jewish community.
To get involved, contact thereporter@jewishnh.org
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A New Year of Many New Beginnings
One year ago, on a Saturday night, I was
sitting on the sofa at my Tel Aviv apartment, with the air conditioning on the
highest level. It was the night before my
first interview for the Long Term Shlichut
program, and I had some mixed feelings
about it. I didn’t know if I’m good enough
to do this kind of a position, or if I have
what is needed to take on that responsibility. I called my mother and cried over the
phone, and she convinced me to just give it
a chance and go to that interview.
It has been seven years since I was a
music counselor at the Young Judaea
Sprout Lake Camp (upstate New York);
that was the first time I worked with the
Jewish Agency for Israel. Since I got
back to the last four months of my military service straight from camp, it felt
like it might have been a dream -- I
wasn’t sure if it even happened at all.
But since then, every year on September
1, I received an email from the Jewish
Agency inviting me to try out for the
Long Shlichut Program, to spend a year

Noam Wolf

JFNH Shlicha

or two around the world working with a
Jewish community and be their Israeli
Emissary. Every year there was a reason
not to go and try getting into the program: “Not many people get in,” “you
are committed to a contract and can’t
leave the country now,” “being in another country away from my family will
break my mother’s heart,” I said to myself. Yes, Jewish guilt exists in Israel too.
All of those reasons made sense to me,
and I erased that idea right away.
This year I was finally at a place where
I could leave everything behind, and I
knew I could handle it. I had my own
business, which was pretty successful. I
had proved to myself and the people

around me that it’s possible to make a living with music only, and I felt like it
might be a good time for a change. I got
through a series of five competitive interviews very successfully, and I started the
assignment process. I could have been
placed in any state, but I ended up choosing and being chosen for the same location: the State of New Hampshire.
I have an amazing year planned, and
many ideas about how I can bridge the
gap between your communities and the
state of Israel, show you my story and
my view on Israel, and share the Israeli
culture (and especially the music and the
food, my two favorite parts).
As I’m writing this to you, another September has just passed, more than a year
since I decided to apply to the Long Shlichut program. I have been in New Hampshire for only a month: I have met over
350 people from 15 different Jewish communities; attended many different social
events; had seven different Shabbat and
holiday dinners at the homes of wonder-

ful families, one youth retreat in the
woods, one radio interview, and our big
Annual Meeting & Shem Tov Awards. I
feel like I have been here for a year already.
Never in my dreams did I imagine I
would win this prize -- this opportunity
in New Hampshire -- such an amazing
location, with such nice people, a wonderful Federation with great will to
strengthen the Jewish communities in the
state, and to get me to come here and be
the glue for that to happen.
I am excited to see what this year will
bring to us. I am here to schedule more
events, dinners, even just to have coffee
with you. Reach out to me at shlicha@
jewishnh.org and we’ll try to make that
happen!
So for this Rosh Hashanah, I got a new
job, in a new country, with many new
friends, and I feel it’s going to be a great
year. I wish you all a shanah tovah, filled
with all the things you always wanted to
do but never had the courage to. Now is
the time!

8
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Hurricanes continued from page 1
effectively funding urgently-needed basics like food and medicine, and longterm needs like trauma counseling. They
provide resources to emergency service
providers so they can help where they're
most needed.
Donations can be made online or by
mailing in a check to:
The Jewish Federations of 		
North America
Attn: Hurricane Relief Fund
Wall Street Station
PO Box 157
New York, NY 10268
(Note that your donation is for the Hurricane Relief Fund in your check memo.)

Hurricane Harvey:
Our Call to
Reflection and Action
By Richard Sandler and Jerry Silverman
The Hebrew month of Elul marks a
period of deep introspection leading up
to the High Holidays known as cheshbon hanefesh, an “accounting of one’s
soul” and actions during the previous
year. It is not meant to be merely an intellectual exercise; positive, corrective
action is required in order to properly
prepare ourselves to enter the New Year.
During this period, the shofar is sounded each day during morning prayers. It
is a literal wake-up call -- and call to action -- reminding us that we are a people
of deeds and not merely of words.
We reflect on the wisdom of this process every day as the Federation Movement strives to best serve our community, and especially this week as we come
together to address a major crisis.
The people of Houston and the vicinity are suffering from the devastating effects of Hurricane Harvey, and the collective Jewish community has snapped
into action -- one of our great strengths
as a communal system.
The Jewish Federations’ Emergency
Committee was established in the aftermath of Hurricane Hugo in 1989. From
California wildfires to Florida hurricanes to Texas flooding, the Committee
has immediately reached out to local
Federations when emergencies strike to
offer continental assistance. We recognize the heroic efforts of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Houston, which
has gone above and beyond the extreme
circumstances to remain focused on
aiding their community.
When conditions allow, we will conduct a thorough needs assessment in
Houston and convene the Emergency
Committee. Then we will assist with im-
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mediate needs such as locating and relocating residents, and ensuring they have
the basics: food, blankets, clothes, satellite phones to reach their loved ones.
The next step focuses on homes: removing water, mud, and furniture; ripping
out drywall; and pulling out floorboards,
a process that, for just one home, means
several days of work for 10 volunteers
from partner groups like NECHAMA -Jewish Response to Disaster. The hard
work of rebuilding and renovating will
come in the months that follow.
This week we convened JVOAD, the
network of disaster-response organizations that helped coordinate the overall
Jewish response to Hurricane Katrina
(2005) and Superstorm Sandy (2012).
Our focus will be on maximizing resources and minimizing duplication of effort.
The time for action is now, and we
strongly urge you to give generously
through JFNA, where 100% of your donation goes to those in need.
Our hearts go out to families who
have lost loved ones, whose homes have
been destroyed, whose lives are in upheaval. Our ability to help them is determined by the strength of our unified efforts -- by how we come together as one
Jewish People, regardless of our differences, in times of calm and in times of
crisis, to work for the greater good of
all.
This critical work requires that we join
in a collective cheshbon hanefesh -- a reflection on what kind of a community
we have been and wish to be. This is a
true call to action, indeed.

1. Major flooding in Naples, Jacksonville
and the catastrophic damage in the US
Virgin Islands and Key West has heavily impacted individual families.
2. Physical damage from the storm is
uneven but there are a number of
Jewish communal institutions that
have sustained severe damage — in
Key West, Miami, Naples, and St.
Augustine.
3. The prolonged power outages have
left tens of thousands of seniors isolated in apartment buildings throughout Florida, with a big concentration
in Broward County. Emergency outreach and wide-scale distribution of
meals, water, and ice have been provided with Federations, Jewish Family Service agencies, and Chabad extremely active on this front. You have
likely seen the horrific news story of
the nursing home where eight residents were found dead on Wednesday. Thankfully, we have not seen
such incidents among our community but risks to seniors and others who
were already dealing with respiratory
issues are enormous.
While the overall impact of Hurricane
Irma on communities will not reach the
scale of Houston, emergency resources
to help affected communities and families recover will be much needed. Even
as we continue to pursue our efforts to
meet the enormous needs facing Hous-

ton and the surrounding communities,
we must also meet our responsibilities to
our communities in the Southeast.
In addition, the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee has escalated its
response to the Caribbean Islands outside the United States. We urge you to
escalate the focus in your communities to
these needs and to consider emergency
grants where possible to provide assistance to those who have been impacted.
The new Jewish year is upon us and
we wish for you and all our communities
a year of recovery and renewal. May we
maintain an appreciation that our bonds
of community and mutual support are a
reflection of God’s presence in our lives.

Richard Sandler is chair of the Board
of Trustees and Jerry Silverman is president and CEO of The Jewish Federations
of North America
30 years of Educating Children

Hurricane Irma’s
Impact Requires
Action
By Jerry Silverman, JFNA CEO and
President
In mid-September, we are at a point
where we need to escalate our system’s
response to Hurricane Irma and its impact across Florida and the Caribbean.
While the initial reports across communities indicated that we may have dodged
a bullet given our expectations, the picture has evolved in the past two days as
we learn about the spectrum of the
storm’s impact. JFNA’s Emergency
Committee staff has been tracking the
status of more than a dozen communities, from the US Virgin Islands up
through Savannah.
Of particular concern are the following:
The New Hampshire
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Capacity Crowd Celebrates Jewish Life in NH at the JFNH Annual Meeting
Meeting continued from page 1
Melanie Zalman McDonald. Guest presenter Cynthia Mann, senior program officer at the Harold Grinspoon Foundation/PJ Library, made a compelling presentation about the importance of PJ Library as a gateway to reaching new generations of Jewish families. JFNH Board
member Julia Kay Preis connected with
guests about Federation’s new “Campaign for a Proud and Vibrant Jewish
New Hampshire.” After a brief Foundation report by JFNH Board member Rob
Wofchuck, many honors were bestowed.
Federation recognized Alan Rumrill (Director of the Historical Society of
Cheshire County) and Aaron Lipsky of
Keene for their efforts in curating the exhibit “From Peddlers, to Shopkeepers, to
Professionals: A History of the Jewish
Community in Cheshire County.”
Among the most moving experiences
of the evening occurred when Melanie
Zalman McDonald told the story of
Bodo Schrader, Holocaust survivor, who
reached out to JFNH for help in obtaining reparations from the German Government. The crowd applauded and
cheered when Melanie introduced him

and his daughter to the crowd and vowed
to help them in their quest for justice.
Former Interim Director of Federation
Roberta Brayer was honored for her
leadership during the 2016-2017 year,
and longtime Federation Preschool director Alane Sabel was presented with a
plaque celebrating her 30th year leading
the preschool. Twenty community members from across the state were honored
with Shem Tov Awards, nominated by
their own communities in recognition of
their exemplary volunteer efforts in building the Jewish community. For a complete listing and photos of the 2017 Shem
Tov honorees, download our 2017 Annual Report at www.jewishnh.org.
The program concluded with the return of dozens of children and grandchildren of those in attendance. Led by
Shlicha Noam Wolf, they sang” L’Dor
Va’dor” in Hebrew and in English,
joined in by our audience. All of the
guests then enjoyed a delicious Glatt
Kosher barbeque and dessert.
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire would like to thank everyone who
traveled from near and far to celebrate
with us.

Aaron Lipsky and Alan Rumrill, recipients of a special award for creating the 2016
exhibit “From Peddlers to Shopkeepers to Professionals: A History of the Jewish
Community of Cheshire County” at the Historical Society of Cheshire County in
Keene, NH.

Allyson Guertin, PJ Library Coordinator, with guest speaker Cynthia Mann,
Program Officer for the Harold Grinspoon Foundation’s PJ Library Program

Bobbie Brayer was honored for her work
as Interim Executive Director of JFNH

Judith Jolton, Norri Oberlander, and Toni and Bernard Gasser

Noam Wolf and her band, who performed Israeli and American songs during dinner
PAGE 8
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A capacity crowd packed the social hall at Temple Beth Abraham for the Annual
Meeting and Shem Tov Awards.
Jewish Reporter
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Just a few of the special people who received Shem Tov awards this year: (back l-r)
John Plater from Etz Hayim Synagogue and Mel Spierer, JFNH Social Services
Worker; (middle l-r) Lisa Musket from Chabad, Lori Hirshfield from Upper Valley,
and Sara Lesley Arnold from Temple Israel Portsmouth; (front) Jared Aronson from
Temple B’nai Israel.

Children engaged in craft activities during the Annual Meeting

JFNH Board members Mindee Greenberg and Michael Rosenblum prepare for
the event

Melanie Zalman McDonald dances with
Bodo Schrader

Shem tov recipients (back row, l-r) Robert Wofchuck, Jess Spear, Ruthie Gordon,
Cathi Cherry-Liston, Stephen Landau; (middle row, l-r) Judith Jolton, Reva Miller,
Jane Goodman; and (front, l-r) Dorothy Gilbert Goldstone, Norri Oberlander

Sarra Spierer and her husband Elan
Riesman dancing at the Annual Meeting
Rob Wofchuck JFNH Board member,
receiving his Shem Tov award for his
many years of service to JFNH
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Camp Stories
All of the children whose photos and
stories appear on this page received a
JFNH Campership Grant for those attending Jewish summer camp for the
first time. These grants would not be
possible without the support of JFNH’s
generous donors.

Camp Young Judaea:
I Can’t Wait
to Go Back
By Ava Kershaw
Camp Young Judaea had many amazing things to offer. My favorite part of
camp was swimming! I had the best swim
instructor, who was named Nathan. He
was so joyful and funny, and made my lessons a blast. We also learned a Jewish
word every day, and we learned Israeli
dancing, which I loved. Every Friday
night and Saturday morning, we had ser-

vices. The people at
the camp were so
nice. No matter
what bunk you’re in,
you’ll have fun and
friends by your side.
There was one person
there
who
brightened
my
Ava Kershaw
whole camp experience, and her name was Dahlia. I can’t
wait to go back next year!
Ava, grade 5, lives in Manchester with parents Amy and Newton.

Summer Travels
Were Amazing
By Abigail Lester
This summer, I went to Vermont,
Montreal, and Iceland with Aryeh Adventures [a nonprofit that organizes inclusive tours for Jewish teens]. I had the
most amazing experiences. I love to ex-
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Open House!!!

By Newton Kershaw

Abigail Lester and friends in Iceland
plore and experience new cultures. We
hiked, we wandered, we laughed and had
lots of fun. My favorite thing from this
trip was hiking to the waterfalls in Iceland and wandering around the city of
Montreal.
I am so thankful to JFNH for the
campership grant. The grant definitely
helped me to convince my parents to let
me go on this amazing adventure. I am
already talking to my parents about the
possibilities for next summer!
Abigail, a high school senior, is the daughter of Amy and John Lester of Durham.

Newton, grade 4, is the son of Amy and
Newton Kershaw of Manchester.

MUSIC

TOUR
S OF C
AMP!
CRAFT
S ACT
DELIC
IVITIE
IOUS
S
REFRE
SHME
PONY
NTS
RIDES
& GA
MES

Join us for s’mores & tours!

Prospective & new camp families Open House (rain or shine)
Please RSVP by October 12 to: 781-237-9410 or marni@campyoungjudaea.com
Located at 9 Camp Road, Amherst, in beautiful southern New Hampshire
Come learn about our amazing two-week, 3.5-week or 7-week programs!

Check us out at www.cyj.org
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My camp experience at CYJ was fabulous! It was my first sleepover camp so I
was a little nervous at first, but I got the
hang of it. My favorite activity was
sports. They have
basketball, tennis,
softball, water skiing, and more. My
favorite sport to play
with friends was
basketball.
My favorite Jewish experience at
camp was Shabbat
Newton Kershaw
because we got free
time all day! I also loved Maccabiah, or
color wars. I liked my first camp experience and hope to see everyone again
next year!
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Camp Young Judaea

Sunday, October 22 • 2 – 4 pm
Meet the directors & staff!

First Sleepover Camp
Experience: Fabulous
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Federation Honors Alane Sabel for 30 Years of Service
Nashua — At the conclusion of the
honors bestowed at the Federation’s recent Annual Meeting and Shem Tov
awards, there was one special recognition waiting in the wings. As the children and grandchildren of our over 200
attendees came to the front of the social
hall, they were poised to sing a song
they had been rehearsing with Shlicha
Noam Wolf. Before the first verse of
“L’dor Va’dor” began, the Federation
board called Alane Sabel to the podium
to recognize her 30 years of service as
director of the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire’s Preschool.
Alane was surprised by the honor and
was grateful to receive a plaque and

countless hugs from children and parents of the families who have benefited
from all that the Preschool has to offer.
The preschool, now located on the lower
level of Temple Adath Yeshurun in
Manchester, serves children, ages 2-5
years. It provides a place where families
can receive a quality education in a Jewish atmosphere. Goals for participants
include forming a positive, curious attitude about learning and encouraging
the development and enjoyment of a
Jewish identity.
Are you a preschool alum? We’d love
to hear from you! Please submit your articles and photos to us at info@jewishnh.org. As we celebrate these 30
years, we’d like to continue to recognize
the ways that our Preschool (and its devoted staff) has helped to shape lives.

Alane Sabel receives recognition for 30 years of work at the JFNH Preschool during
this year’s JFNH Annual Meeting.

JFNH Preschool Celebrates 30 Years

ASK

US ABOUT...
Do you recognize yourself ? How
many of your friends can you identify?
Email us at preschool@jewishnh.org.

• A $2 million grant in recognition of
our gifted and talented education
• 100% college acceptance and
92% of seniors attending one
of their top three choices
• Our upper school STEM-X program
that teaches design thinking, an
innovator’s mindset, and
entrepreneurship

ADMISSION
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 12, 2017
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
The Derryfield School is a
coed, independent,
college-preparatory day school
in Manchester, NH
for students in grades 6–12.
Six bus routes available.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!
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Gather information on the admission
process, talk with faculty, tour the campus
with students, and meet our admission staff.

Contact us at:
603.669.4524
admission@derryfield.org
DISCOVER.DERRYFIELD.ORG

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org
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BHC to Celebrate a Marriage and a Bar Mitzvah in October
Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation announces the marriage of Asher Salomon
(of Bethlehem, NH) and Piyathida
Rungsawan (of Krabi, Thailand) on Sunday, October 1, in the Bethlehem Hebrew
Congregation sanctuary. Rabbi David
Edleson will officiate. Photo courtesy of
Marjorie and Dan Salomon.
Noah Dyer, son of Beth and Rick Dyer
of Jackson, NH, and Newton, MA, will
become a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, October 14, in the Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation sanctuary. Rabbi David Edleson
will officiate. Photo by Eileen Regen.
See what’s happening
in the community at
www.jewishnh.org

Asher Salomon and Piyathida Rungsawan
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For All of Life’s Celebrations

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Weddings
14,000 sq. ft. event space • Newly renovated!
Located at Courtyard by Marriott Nashua
2200 Southwood Dr. Nashua, NH 03063
603-579-6055 • www.eventcenternashua.com
anna.addiss@marriott.com

Noah Dyer
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The 10th Annual New Hampshire
Jewish Film Festival premieres
on March 15 - 25, 2017
A celebrated NH tradition, the Festival draws 1,200 plus attendees statewide.
JFNH offers its Film Festival Sponsors
Contact us today!
a wide array of benefits:
We offer a comprehensive

• The opportunity to connect with the statewide
Jewish community and general public.

• Sponsors receive broad exposure in a multitude
of print and broadcast media channels.
• Introduce your business to the NH statewide
Jewish community during the largest Jewish
cultural event of the year.

Film Festival Sponsorship program
to fit your strategic objectives.

Welcome to Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats and Deli!

We have everything ‘Kosher’…
From Kugels, to Kishke, Hot and Cold Hors D’Oeuvres,
to Fancy Cakes and everything in-between. We also offer
catering trays and full service catering! Come visit us today!
HOURS

For more info, please contact:
Patricia Kalik
at (603) 627-7679 or
info@jewishnh.org

Mon-Thurs: 8 am - 5:45 pm
Fri: 8 am - 3 pm
Sun: 8 am- noon

474 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960
(978) 535-6449

• Reach an established and significant demographic
of over 3,200 homes and a statewide film
going audience.
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Etz Hayim Synagogue Announces
Continuing Education Program:
Hot Topics and Cool
Contemporary Stuff
By Stephen Soreff, MD
Derry — Hot Topics and Cool Contemporary Stuff programs are open to
the public at no charge except where indicated. Donations to the synagogue are
welcomed to allow us to continue with
these and other programs. The programs
will be held on Thursday nights at 7
PM at Etz Hayim Synagogue, 1 ½ Hood
Road, Derry.
The 2017 season commences on October 26 with “Talking to God Through
Poetry” by Midge Goldberg, a published
poet. This will be followed by a major
talk on November 2 entitled “New
Hampshire, A Home For All: A Story of
Immigration in NH Past and Present,”
featuring John Clayton, executive director of Manchester Historic Society; Amdou Hamady, Manchester site director of
the International Institute of New England; Kathleen Ragsdale, freelance editor
and writer; and Miriam Gitterman, moderator. They will present the history of
immigration in New Hampshire. On November 16, Wayne Kurtzman, research
director for social and experiential solutions at International Development Corporation, will speak about “The History
of the Next 13 Years,” examining where
technology is headed and how you can
use it to best advantage in your personal
and work life. The 2017 programs conclude on December 14 with Robert J.

PAGE 14

Lynn, Associate Justice, New Hampshire
Supreme Court, discussing “The ChurchState Challenge.”
The 2018 schedule begins on January
18 with the workshop “Making Rugelach,” led by Alison Miller, who will
share her family’s secret recipe for making the sweet, flakey, delicious Jewish dessert. There will be a charge of $10 for
materials, as participants will bake rugelach from scratch and then finish them
off or bring them home. On February 15,
the focus will be on “Israel Summer Opportunities,” with a panel discussion of
opportunities for children and adolescents in Israel for the 2018 summer. Then
on March 15, Stacie E. Perlman, M.D.,
will lead a group of female members of
the Etz Hayim community who are medical professionals in discussion of the topic “Why Women Should Be Doctors and
Your Doctors Should Be Women.”
As Israel celebrates its 70th anniversary, our JFNH shlicha, Noam Wolf, will
present a program of “Israeli Culture”
on April 26. She will not only review Israel’s rich culture, but she will also sing
some songs by Israeli artists. The program concludes on May 10 with the topic
“Jesus as a Jew,” presented by the Rev.
Ray Bonin, Priest-in-Charge, The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration.
For more information on these programs, please contact Stephen Soreff,
MD, at soreffs15@aol.com or 895-6120.
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Examine the Seeds of Racism
at Dover Temple
Dover — “Never forget” is the mantra of those who survived the horror of
the Holocaust, a battle cry to recognize
the seeds of racism and anti-Semitism
and to speak out to assure that history
is not repeated.
For the first guest speaker in its annual
speaker series, Temple Israel Dover has
invited Dr. Martin Rumscheidt, a Dover
theologist, to share his story of growing
up in Nazi Germany.
Dr. Rumscheidt remembers the air
raids as a child, and he played with children of the commandant at Auschwitz.
His father was a chemical engineer for a
company that became a critical component in the military campaigns of the
Nazis. His family moved to Canada
when he was a teenager, and it was there
he met Holocaust survivors and began
to ask what could be learned from Germany’s history. He was in his 30s when
he learned of his family’s involvement.
He asked questions, but they told him
they knew nothing of persecution of
Jews and other groups during the war.

Eventually, they refused to talk about it
anymore.
But Dr. Rumscheidt continued his research, and he eventually determined
that they must have known. Then he
began the work of reconciling his love
of family with the burden of their painful legacy.
Dr. Rumscheidt tells his story so people won’t forget. He says he wants younger generations to grasp the magnitude of
the movement, to prevent anything like it
from happening again. He speaks gently,
soberly, fully aware of the pain his words
can inflict on his audience. He is patient,
humble with his delivery, and careful to
voice his appreciation that people whose
pain is the greatest are able to embrace
his gesture of peace.
This event will be offered during services at 7 PM on Friday, November 3, at
Temple Israel Dover, 36 Olive Meadow
Lane. All are welcome at no charge. A
discussion and refreshments will follow.
For more information, please email templeoffice@dovertemple.org.

Susannah Heschel Talks
About Islam at TBA
itism. She teaches in the departments of
Jewish Studies, Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Religion, and Women's,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies.
Nashua — Jewish scholar Susannah
The talk by Susannah Heschel is part
Heschel will be at Temple Beth Abraham of a year-long focus on Jewish Amerion Sunday, November 5, at 10
cans and their contributions.
AM to talk about the Jewish
The morning will start at 9:30
fascination with Islam. This is
AM with an optional breakfast
one of Heschel's current areas
by the Southern New Hampof interest and research, and it
shire Jewish Men’s Club ($8
is a work in progress. She is an
SNHJMC members, $12 nonexceptional scholar, the recipimembers), paid at the door. At
ent of numerous grants and
10 AM the presentation will beawards, including four honorgin. Admission is free (suggestary doctorates. Heschel has
ed donation $5).
Susannah
published her own work and
This event is open to all, preHeschel
edited, translated, and published numer- sented by the Temple Beth Abraham Life
ous works by her father, Abraham Josh- Long Learning Committee, The Southua Heschel.
ern NH Jewish Men's Club, and Temple
Susannah Heschel is the Eli Black Pro- Beth Abraham Sisterhood. For more infessor of Jewish Studies at Dartmouth formation and to RSVP, call 883-8184,
College. She focuses on Jewish-Christian email office@tbanashua.org, or visit
relations in Germany during the 19th www.tbanashua.org. Find TBA on Faceand 20th centuries, the history of biblical book at www.facebook.com/Templescholarship, and the history of anti-Sem- BethAbraham.
By Linda S Trapasso, Life Long
Learning Committee, Temple Beth
Abraham
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Joyce Antler of Brandeis Talks
Comedy on Nov 19 at TBA
By Linda S Trapasso, Life Long
Learning Committee, Temple Beth
Abraham
Nashua — On Sunday, November 19,
Joyce Antler of Brandeis will talk about
Jewish female comedians at Temple Beth
Abraham, Nashua. Citing the work of
Sophie Tucker, Fanny Brice, Gilda Radner, Madeline Kahn, Roseanne Barr, Joan
Rivers, and Sarah Silverman (and many,
many others), from vaudeville and burlesque to radio, TV, films, and stand-up
comedy, a top expert in Jewish culture
outlines why Jewish female comedians
have been both successful and subversive.
Antler's talk, “Making Trouble: The Subversive Tradition of Jewish Women Comedians,” will include a montage of video
clips from the Jewish Women's Archive.
Joyce Antler is Professor Emerita of
American Jewish History and Culture
and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies at Brandeis University. She is one
of the world's top commentators on the

intersection of Judaism and gender. She
has written about Jewish mothers (You
Never Call! You Never Write!: A History
of the Jewish Mother) as well as Jewish
suffragists, human rights campaigners,
and feminists (The Journey Home: How
Jewish Women Shaped Modern America).
Now Antler focuses her considerable insight on the influence of Jewish female
comedians.
Join us at Temple Beth Abraham, 4
Raymond St, Nashua, on Sunday, November 19, to hear Joyce Antler, part of a
year-long focus on Jewish Americans and
their contributions. The event starts at 10
AM and is free (suggested donation $10).
Refreshments will be served.
This event is open to all. It is brought
to you by the Temple Beth Abraham Life
Long Learning Committee. For more information and to RSVP, call 883-8184,
email office@tbanashua.org, or visit
www.tbanashua.org. Find TBA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham.

I Could Have Danced All Night…
Could You?
Manchester — The Manchester Community Theatre Players (MCTP) announces its production of the critically
acclaimed musical My Fair Lady, directed by Kevin Linkroum with musical direction by Ken Grinnell and choreography by Loren Hallett. My Fair Lady will
be presented at the MCTP Theatre at
The North End Montessori School, 698
Beech St. Manchester, on October 13, 14,
15, 20, 21, and 22.
This show is a gloriously witty adaptation of the Broadway musical (based
on Pygmalion) about Professor Henry
Higgins, who takes a bet from Colonel
Pickering that he can transform unrefined, dirty, Cockney flower girl Eliza
Doolittle into a lady and fool everyone
into thinking she really is one, too! He
does, and thus young aristocrat Freddy
Eynsford-Hill falls madly in love with
her. But when Higgins takes all the credit and forgets to acknowledge her efforts, Eliza angrily leaves him for Fred-

dy, and suddenly Higgins realizes he's
grown accustomed to her face and can't
really live without it. My Fair Lady is
choreographed by community member
Loren Hallett and features the longawaited return of Alan Kaplan to the
MCTP stage. Other community members participating in the production include Steve Short, Emilie Kaplan, Samantha Miller, and Nancy Rosen.
Please see www.mctp.info or call 1-800838-3006 for ticket information.

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org
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Families to Benefit from
Photo/Video Contest and Concert
Presented by Temple B’nai Israel
Laconia — Family is the cornerstone
of community and the guardian of the
next generation. Families Matter is a
fundraiser that supports families
through two exciting events: a photo
and video contest and an a cappella
concert on October 21.
The Best Family Photos and Videos
Contest is an opportunity to share special moments captured on film and upload a photo or video of those special
moments in your family that makes it
unique. Then vote for the submissions
you like best, your own or by others.
Share the funny, awkward, or heartwarming memories that anyone can relate to on the Families Matter photo
contest website: www.families-matter.
causevox.com.
Once your memory is loaded (see
www.families-matter.causevox.com for
details), share it with your friends and
family and let them know you’re raising
money for a great cause. Each vote is as
little as a $1 contribution. All net proceeds go to Belknap House and Genesis
Behavioral Health. The submission receiving the most votes will win a gift
certificate from Achber
Studio in Laconia for a
standard portrait session, which includes a
photo session, a mini
wall portrait (11x14)
and two 5X7 gift portraits ($349 value). Second- and third-place
submissions will receive
two tickets for the We
Care spring 2018 benefit concert. Voting takes place through
October 20. The top submissions will
be featured during the intermission at
the We Care Families Matter concert
on Saturday October 21.
The concert sponsored by TBI We
Care will feature Pitch Slapped a cappella from Boston’s Berklee College of
Music, in an evening of R&B, pop, and
contemporary songs. The concert will
take place on Saturday, October 21, at
the Meredith Community Auditorium,
located in the Inter-Lakes High School.
The net proceeds from both the Families Matter Concert and the photo contest will benefit Lakes Region nonprof-
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Do you have a great photo like this one to
share? If so, enter it in the The Best Family Photos and Videos Contest at www.
families-matter.causevox.com.
its Belknap House and Genesis Behavioral Health, both of which provide resources for local families. Belknap
House is coalition of community members who help families
in need during the cold
winter months, while
Genesis
Behavioral
Health provides integrated mental and
physical health care,
delivered with dedication and compassion.
Both of these nonprofit agencies help families when they are faced
with challenges. By purchasing a ticket
to the Families Matter Benefit Concert
for $27.50, you will enjoy great music,
food, and drink while supporting families in need.
Joining with Temple B’nai Israel this
year are concert sponsors Golden View
Health Care and Meredith Village Savings Bank, for the eighth We Care event
in which the net ticket proceeds are donated to local and deserving nonprofit
organizations.
For additional information and to
purchase concert tickets online visit
www.tbinh.org. Questions should be
directed to info@tbinh.org.
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A Lesson on Caring
I have rarely used the Holocaust as a
lesson to teach anything, as it can be argued that it is an event Sui generus, a class
unto itself, and therefore we should be
cautious in its use. Yet, I am compelled to
write about events that are happening in
our country to which our people’s history
seems instructive in our time. It is immigration, both concerning people who are
here and those seeking asylum.
This past year, I went with a group of
students from various backgrounds on
our annual journey to Eastern Europe,
where we visit Auschwitz and restore
Jewish cemeteries. I considered what it
must have been like to live in the fear of
deportation, especially as there were so
few places or opportunities to leave Europe after 1939. One story came to mind.
In 1940, thousands of Jews lined up at
the Japanese Embassy in Kaunas, Lithuania. Word had spread that the Japanese
government might issue visas that would
allow them to flee from the Germans.
Vice Council Chiune Sugihara and his
wife began to issue visas that would allow our people safe passage through various countries to the east all the way to
their final “destination” in the Dutch An-
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Rabbi in the House
Rabbi Edward S. Boraz,
Ph.D.
Michael Steinberg ’61
Rabbi of Dartmouth
College Hillel,
Rabbi for Kol HaEmek:
The Upper Valley
Jewish Community
tilles. From July through August of 1940,
Sugihara issued close to 6,000 visas, contrary to both the rules and the direct orders of his superiors. He did so at great
personal sacrifice to his career as a diplomat. In 1956, he received the Righteous
Gentile Award from Yad Vashem (another story for another time).
One can only imagine the fear that our
people must have experienced and the extraordinary act of humanity that this one
individual and his wife did in response to
what awaited the remaining Lithuanian
Jews. Once one of the great centers of
Jewish learning, Vilnius, Lithuania, was
often referred to as “East Jerusalem” be-

cause of the extraordinary quality of its
Jewish community.
As I reflected on this one act, compared to the millions of our people who
lost their lives because not a single country opened its doors to alleviate the terrible fear and suffering, I thought about
today and the various stories I have heard
recently. Many of them are tragic; individuals with families being picked up, incarcerated, and then taken to the country
of origin and just left there.
This brings me to the issue of immigration today. I do not claim any expertise on
this subject, including the legal aspects of
it. However, like many of you, I have
heard terrible stories about individuals
who have lived here for quite a while and,
because they are “illegal” or “undocumented,” they are being taken into custody and returned to their country of origin.
Furthermore, we are not doing as much as
other countries that are taking in those
fleeing from war-torn countries, especially
those fleeing from Syria, despite arguably
being the wealthiest country in the world.
Therefore, I am reduced to simplicity.
It seems that individuals who simply
want a better life for themselves and for

their families, even if here undocumented, should have this fear and anxiety removed (excluding those charged with felonies). I believe, because of our history,
that we ought to welcome and to help
those seeking asylum in our country that
stands for life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness -- a country that we love and
feel a deep sense of pride in.
I find myself asking, is there more that
we can do as a people and as a country to
help? Should we, as Jews, do more in order
to respond with our resources to help
those who are at risk each day of being returned to the countries from which they
fled so as to have a better life here for
themselves, for their spouses, and for their
children? Can we do more for those who
are fleeing from Syria -- the innocent children, parents, and grandparents -- to help?
Where the cry for help is so profound
-- one that resonates in that part of our
soul that recalls our own most recent history -- I urge us to think deeply about
what we as a community can do to fulfill
what it means to be a Jew in this time and
in this place. In doing so, perhaps we may
be deemed worthy among those who may
dwell on G-d’s Holy Mountain.

Reviewed by Merle Carrus

My Grandmother Would Have Shot Me:
A Black Woman Discovers Her Family’s Nazi Past
Jennifer Teege writes passionately about
her discovery as an adult that she has roots
in the Nazi party in My Grandmother
Would Have Shot Me: A Black Woman
Discovers Her Family’s Nazi
Past (The Experiment,
2015). Having grown up as
an adopted foster child, she
had always been aware of
her racial difference from
her adoptive family. Taken
in by a loving family at the
age of three and having been
adopted at the age of six by
the same family, she has
vague memories of her
mother and maternal grandmother.
Then one day as a married adult woman
with two children of her own, she opens a
book in the central library in Hamburg,
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Germany, to look at a man with familiar
features and realize that he is her grandfather. The book she picks up has the curious title, I Have to Love My Father, Don't
I? The subtitle of this book
reads, The Life Story of
Monika Goeth, Daughter of
the Concentration Camp
Commandant
From
"Schindler's List.” As Jennifer looks at the book in her
hands, she realizes that she is
looking at a book written by
her mother about her grandfather, Amon Goeth.
Jennifer is shocked to
learn about her connection to this man,
an extremely cruel and influential figure
in the Nazi party. Her grandfather was
exposed to the world in the movie
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Schindler's List.
Jennifer realizes the connection between Amon Goeth and Oskar Schindler,
"drinking buddy and adversary: Two men
born in the same year, one a murderer of
Jews, the other their savior."
She had spent four years living in Israel
in her young adult years. She has a degree
from Tel Aviv University in Middle Eastern and African studies. She is fluent in
the Hebrew language. She has some very
close friends who are Israelis, whose families escaped Eastern Europe and settled
in Israel after surviving the Holocaust.
Jennifer has to rethink her whole life experience after making this shocking discovery. She finds her life divided between
the two time periods she has lived in: "a
before, when she lived without knowledge
of her family's past, and an after, living
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with that knowledge." She spends quite a
lot of time explaining how she comes to
grips with the thought that she has the
same blood flowing through her that
Amon Goeth did. She looks into the history of the time, what Goeth did in the
concentration camp, and what his family,
her grandmother and mother, knew while
he was carrying out these atrocities.
This book helped Jennifer Teege work
through her discovery and enabled her to
make it part of her narrative. She has
found a way to accept her ancestry and
make the future better based on the past.
Jennifer Teege worked in advertising
for 16 years before becoming an author.
She lives in Germany with her husband
and two sons. A New York Times and international bestseller, My Grandfather
Would Have Shot Me is her first book.
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Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation Celebrates Activity-Rich Year
By Eileen Regen
Bethlehem — Engaging Shabbat and
holiday services and Gan Gila activities
for children with Rabbi David Edleson
blended with a broad sweep of activities
to fill the days and evenings for BHC
members and friends in Bethlehem’s historic synagogue this year. Religious services at BHC have been very exciting this
summer, with a variety of pathways to
worship through music and formats created by Rabbi Edleson and BHC members. One of the most popular Kabbalat
Shabbat evenings was the one chanted in
Broadway tunes arranged and led by
Edleson and a group of talented and professional singers in the congregation.
Members also enjoyed the late Saturday
Havdalah campfire gatherings.
Under the umbrella of Building Community Through the Arts (BCTA) sponsored by BHC, the local community enjoyed six classical music concerts in the
sanctuary and five quality films at Bethlehem’s historic Colonial Theatre. White
Mountain Jewish Film Festival director
Dorothy Goldstone and Sounds in the
Sanctuary chair Martin Kessel are already lining up the films and concerts
for 2018, BCTA’s fifth anniversary season. Goldstone reported that the film
festival has grown considerably since its
first season. She attributes its popularity
to the unique and highly qualified speakers who introduce each film and to the
successful ticket-holder patio receptions
that open each evening’s event. Volunteers are invited to join the 2018 film selection committee. Contact dorothygoldstone@gmail.com.
Martin Kessel, chair of the concert series, reported, “From all indications,
Sounds in the Sanctuary is now an established part of the North Country summer classical music scene.… Early on, we
set a high bar for selecting performing
artists. Our commitment to quality has
played out in two ways: the audience has
grown substantially since the inception
of the series, and today, musicians approach us to consider them for the series’
schedule.… The post-concert receptions
hosted by Gail Robinson are very much
enjoyed by the audience and musicians
and distinguish Sounds in the Sanctuary
from other venues.… Among the many
outstanding musical offerings this season, the cello recital by Amit Peled accompanied
by
pianist
Elizabeth
Borowsky was a highlight of our season.
Peled’s presentation of ‘The Journey to
my Jewishness’ through his virtuoso play-
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JFNH Shlicha Noam Wolf (center) with BHC Board members Michel Adler and
Gail Robinson, President David Goldstone, Rabbi David Edleson, Vice President
Martin Kessel, and Secretary Dorothy Goldstone. Photo courtesy of Avi Rafaelov.
ing of the Pablo Casals cello he has on
loan from the Casals family was a musical and spiritual experience.”
Also under the BCTA umbrella is a
Books of Jewish Interest Club, a Walking Club, and partnership activities
with the Appalachian Mountain Club
and Neskaya. All of these events have
proved popular with BHC members
and friends in the local and surrounding NH communities.
The Books of Jewish Interest Club,
convened by Gail Robinson and a different co-convener for each meeting, is cosponsored by the Bethlehem Public Library. Four books are selected for summer reading and discussion. This year,
three of the authors participated in the
book sessions to speak about their books
and to answer questions from the group.
BHC member Susan Bonnici gathered
walkers for weekly walking trips through
scenic but not difficult pathways in the
area. One walk included a mushroom
discovery session led by BHC member
and noted mycologist Roz Lowen.
Guest speakers highlight the season,
and the events are open to the public.
Israeli hiker, author, and photographer
Udi Goren appeared at the Bethlehem
Public Library and entranced the community with his stories and slide show.
The New Hampshire

His visit was cosponsored by the Jewish
Federation of NH, BHC, and the AMC
Highland Center. Noam Wolf, the 2017
Jewish Federation-sponsored shlicha,
charmed everyone during her first Bethlehem visit at the WMJFF Closing
Night Celebration.
Through the efforts of Judith Felsen,
the BHC has built a cooperative connection with the Mount Washington Valley
Chavurah to plan a variety of gatherings, from Shabbat services and dinners
to other seasonal festivities. Other community connections include events with
the Appalachian Mountain Club and
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Neskaya to share music, dance, and celebrations of nature.
BHC members are involved in outreach programs to enrich the lives of
others in the community. With the guidance of Alice Dreier, BHC actively supports the Durrell Methodist Church annual winter coat drive, the Bethlehem
Food Bank, and the year-round weekly
Bethlehem Free Community Supper.
Each spring, BHC hosts an interfaith
Holocaust Memorial Service developed
by Judith Felsen and Joan Kurtz. Local
clergy and nearly 100 participants from
the community come together for this
interactive service.
Over 50 students from Gorham High
School attend an informative visit to
BHC each spring in conjunction with
their Holocaust studies. The BHC program presents an overview of Jewish history, religious practices, culture, customs,
and traditions. Students have an opportunity to see a Torah scroll close up. Survivor Michel Adler and second-generation survivors Judith Felsen, Jack Karp,
and Gail Robinson share their family stories of survival and describe how these
experiences affected their lives.
BHC conducts a full season of High
Holy Days, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah
services and events. In the winter, BHC
hosts Chanukah, Tu B’Shevat, and Purim
events. Visitors are always welcome. Please
check the website for events, dates and
times: www.bethlehemsynagogue.org.
Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation,
the only continuously operating synagogue in the North Country, is now
preparing for its 100th anniversary celebration in 2020.
Material for this article was contributed by Alice Dreier, Judith Felsen, Dorothy Goldstone, Jack Karp, Martin Kessel,
and Gail Robinson.
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Temple Adath Yeshurun Focuses on Israel in Fall Programs
Manchester — Temple Adath Yeshurun is thrilled to announce that we are
hosting two Israel-related programs in
the coming month.
On Saturday, October 28, beginning at
7 pm, please join us for “The Forbidden
Conversation.” If you have ever had a
difficult time talking about Israel within
the Jewish community, this show and the
subsequent in-depth conversation is for
you! The play is a one-man show created
and performed by Gili Getz, an actor,
photographer, and playwright. On a recent trip to Israel, Gili experienced difficulty talking about Israel with his father
for the first time in his life. Finding himself in a “forbidden conversation” and
trying to grapple with how he got there,
Gili embarked on a journey into the most
complex, sensitive, and contentious topic
in the Jewish community -- Israel
The 25-minute performance, brought to
TAY by J Street, will be followed by a salon-style discussion about how to civilly
and productively navigate the challenging

conversations we have with family, friends,
and our community concerning Israel.
Given the wide range of views within the
American Jewish community on the future of Israel, we will ask: How can we
process fundamental differences and disagreements with those we are closest to?
How can we shape a positive future
for the American Jewish community?
“The Forbidden Conversation” will be
followed on Thursday, Nov. 2, with the
presentation “From Balfour to Now.” As
we mark the 100th anniversary of the
Balfour Declaration, this lecture will provide an overview of Israel’s beginnings
and how we got to where we are now.
Our presenter, Arielle Schwartz, comes
to Manchester under the auspices of
AIPAC.
After about a decade in Washington,
D.C., Schwartz moved to Boston with
her partner and joined the American Israel Public Affairs Committee as the
New England Progressive Outreach Director. In this role, Arielle builds relation-

ships with key progressive political and
community leaders, educating them
about the U.S.-Israel relationship and
empowering them to get involved in proIsrael activism and politics. Before joining AIPAC, Arielle was a litigator in
Washington, D.C., representing commercial and corporate properties in all aspects of litigation before the District of
Columbia Superior Court and Court of

Appeals. During law school, she served
as a legal fellow at several national nonprofit organizations, working at the intersection of various human rights issues.
Both “From Balfour to Now” and
“The Forbidden Conversation” are free
of charge.
All are welcome, though reservations
are required. Please call the TAY office
(669-5650) to RSVP.

TBI Joins in Laconia’s
Multicultural Festival
Laconia — The 16th Annual Multicultural Festival brought throngs of
people of all ages to downtown Laconia. The day began with a Parade of
Flags (including Israel's). Hosted by
Laconia's Human Relations Committee, the day featured music, art, crafts,
and cuisine of the many diverse cul-

tures represented in Laconia.
Temple B'nai Israel again had its ever-popular blintzes booth. The smell of
blintzes on the grill led people to the
blue and white tent festooned with Israeli flags. TBI volunteers kept the
blintzes coming and also sold rugelach
and TBI cookbooks.

Alana Sher’s Summer in Israel:
From Birthright to Civil Engineering With Onward Israel
Alana Sher began her summer with
Birthright Israel, a group that sponsors
free 10-day heritage trips to Israel for
young adults of Jewish heritage, aged 18–
26. Next, Alana participated in the Onward Israel Program, which sponsors internships with Israeli companies. The following article appeared in the Onward Israel Newsletter.
My name is Alana Sher and I am a Civil Engineering student at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, MA, USA.
This summer, I had the privilege to
work as a summer intern at Galil Engineering group as part of the Onward Israel Program. This program enables students to experience Israel for an entire
summer and work for a professional company related to their field of study.
I lived in Haifa along with about 50

Alana Sher in Israel
other students from the Boston area. I
worked at Galil Engineering four days a

week, and the other day was spent traveling with the Onward program to different
parts of Israel. On the weekends, we were
free to travel on our own.
As a Civil Engineering student seeking
to expand my technical and professional
skills, I could not be happier with this
company and the work I was assigned. I
worked on many different projects using
AutoCAD, STRAP, and other software
and gained valuable skills that I will use in
the future.
For the first project, I was given the
responsibility of modifying and redrawing floor plans and section drawings for
a concrete structure using AutoCAD.
The second project involved using a
structural analysis program called
STRAP as well as hand calculations to
determine the specifications of a runway

crane beam for a steel structure. With
each project, I was initially overwhelmed
and feared I did not know enough to
complete the task. However, my coworkers were more than helpful when it
came to explaining my specific assignment as well as answering all of my
questions regarding the project and the
company in general.
I also really enjoyed getting to know everyone in the office and I gained mentors
and lifelong relationships. I was pushed
outside of my comfort zone and am incredibly grateful for this opportunity."
Alana lives in North Hampton with her
parents, Laura and Ron. They are members
of Temple Israel Portsmouth. For more information about Onward Israel, visit www.
onwardisrael.org.
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Introducing Talia Sasson and the Sasson Report
on West Bank Outpost Settlements
The Opinion Page offers members of
the NH Jewish community the opportunity to share their experiences and points
of view on current topics. The opinions
expressed in this article are those of the
writer and do not reflect those of JFNH.
By Emma Rous
In July, while on a month-long stay in
Israel, my husband Walter and I heard
Talia Sasson present background on the
status of West Bank settlements and her
report on the outposts. Sasson worked in
the State Attorney’s office in Israel for 25
years and is the former head of the State
Prosecution Department. At the request
of PM Ariel Sharon, she published a report in 2005 on unauthorized outpost
settlements in the West Bank. Israel has
mutually-agreed upon borders with
Egypt and Jordan, a unilateral application of Israeli law in the Golan Heights
(though not a formal annexation), and a
unilateral withdrawal from Gaza. Following its victory in the ’67 war, Israel
gained control of the formerly Jordanian
territory of the West Bank, with a population of over three million Palestinians.
There is no formal agreement regarding
the West Bank and no Israeli declaration
of sovereignty.
In 1967, Israel redrew the city lines for
Jerusalem, absorbing 28 Arab towns and
villages with 300,000 Palestinians, and
called it East Jerusalem. While officially
Palestinians there can apply for Israeli
citizenship, few do, and of those only a
very small number are accepted. East Jerusalem Palestinians vote in municipal
but not national elections..
International law forbids population
transfers to territories occupied in war,
but Israel gradually allowed 131 new Jewish settlements in the West Bank though
not formally annexing them. Illegal outposts are satellite settlements that are illegal even under Israeli laws. The Sasson
report identifies at least 105 outpost settlements built without government permits, about 50 of which are built on private Palestinian land.
These illegal outposts receive extensive
financial support diverted by ministries
and NGOs sympathetic to the settler
movement. For example, the housing
ministry supplied mobile homes for outposts on private Palestinian land, the defense ministry approved site locations
and cell towers, the education ministry
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Talia Sasson, who was a lawyer in the Israeli State Attorney's office for 25 years
and authored a report on West Bank outpost settlements in 2005
paid for teachers, the energy ministry
provided electricity, and access roads
were built with taxpayer money, all without formal government approval. The
World Zionist Organization has also supported the outposts financially.
With no constitution, only a set of Basic Laws of Dignity and Humanity that
can easily be changed by a majority vote
in the Knesset, the High Court and the
Knesset often find themselves in conflict.
In 2006, the High Court of Israel declared two outposts to be illegal, as they
were built on private Palestinian land:
Amona, founded in 1995, with 42 families, and Migron, founded in 2002, with
60 caravans or mobile homes. Investigators discovered both Amona and Migron
settlers had forged documents to claim
they had purchased their land . In 2011,
the High Court of Justice ordered the
outposts to be evacuated and demolished
by 2012. Even with such a clear-cut demonstration of illegality, the government
resisted following the Court’s order.
At government expense, Migron was
eventually relocated a few hundred meters from its original location and became
a government-approved settlement. The
evacuation of Amona finally occurred in
February 2017 with violent clashes between settlers and border police. Hours
before the Amona evacuation, Israel announced the construction of 3,000 new
Jewish homes in the West Bank.
These conflicts between the Court and
the government almost brought down the
Netanyahu government. Sasson offers
this example to show how politically difThe New Hampshire

ficult it is to dismantle illegal outposts, let
alone remove recognized settlements.
The recommendations of the Sasson
report have been largely ignored, and a
new report supports legalization of the
outposts. An expropriation law adopted
by the Knesset in February, 2017, and
currently being contested in the High
Court, retroactively legalizes outposts
and allows Jews to take Palestinian land
in return for some compensation.
In August, Jared Kushner went to Israel and reversed long-standing U.S. policy, saying that endorsing a two-state solution would make the United States “biased.” Shortly afterward, PM Netanyahu
told settlers celebrating 50 years of occu-

pying the West Bank, “We are here to
stay, forever.”
There are two systems of law in the
West Bank: Israeli settlers are protected by
Israeli law while Palestinians are under
military rule and have few rights. What
will be the future for the three million Palestinians in the West Bank? Sasson argues
that democracy is based on equality, but
health, employment, and education are all
inferior for Palestinians in the West Bank.
For Talia Sasson, “If Israel loses its democratic character, it loses its legitimacy as a
homeland of the Jewish people.”
Emma Rous is a resident of Durham,
and she cochairs J Street NH.

Thanks to Road Race
Participants, AccuVein Arrives
at Hadassah Hospital
This spring NH4Israel planned, organized and delivered on a promise to have
a 3k/5k walk/run to benefit Hadassah
Hospital on Mount Scopus in Jerusalem.
Over 100 people and dozens of organizations participated in this May 7 event,
produced by our own Zionist coalition,
NH4Israel. Race organizer Linda McGrath fulfilled her dream of “running"
an event for people of all faiths to assist
the Jewish State of Israel.
NH4Israel had been approached by the
medical staff of Hadassah Hospital and
responded to their clarion call. Proceeds
from the events were used to buy a $7,000
AccuVein machine for Hadassah Hospital, which digitally displays a map of the
vasculature on the surface of the skin in
real time. This allows medical personnel
far easier access to the circulatory system
in cases of trauma. NH4Israel is proud to
have achieved another major milestone in
the efforts to educate New Hampshire citizens while assisting Israeli citizens.
The following letter of thanks was received from Hadassah Medical Center:
Dear Members of NH4Israel,
Yesterday a common project finally arrived at its final step. The
AV400 device was brought to the
Anesthesia Department of The
Jewish Reporter

Hadassah Mount Scopus Hospital.
Our emotion is evident. The device was presented this morning to
the anesthesia team, and the enthusiasm was general.
It is my personal and professional privilege that in the name of
myself and all our colleagues, I
thank you all and every one of you
for the generosity you showed us.
As I have mentioned in my previous letter, the most important
beneficiaries of this device are and
will be our patients with difficult
veins, who will be spared a lot of
pain and sufferance.
A special "thank you" goes to
our colleague and friend Dr. Paul
Zilberman, who has been instrumental in keeping this project
alive.
Thank you all again,
Dr. Daud Abutaa
Chief of The Anesthesia
Department
Hadassah Medical Center
Mount Scopus Campus
Jerusalem, Israel
NH4Israel has started planning for
next year’s race, which will coincide with
Israel’s 70th birthday.
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On Sunday, August 27, Etz Hayim Synagogue (“EHS”) members enjoyed paddle
boarding on Cobbetts Pond in Windham. Pictured (l-r) are: Paige Duncan (member
of EHS Board of Directors); recent Bat Mitzvah Lindsay McAlpine, Dina Michael
Chaitowitz (EHS Board of Directors President), and former EHS confirmand Samuel Chai Lynn.
Annabelle Cohen (Cohen Camps/Camp Tevya) with Melanie Zalman McDonald,
Executive Director of JFNH

In the afternoon of August 27, Etz Hayim Synagogue members enjoyed a lakeside
picnic at the Nottingham home of former EHS president Dr. Steve Soreff. They are
(l-r) Amy Dattner-Levy, Rabbi Levy, and Dr. Soreff, with Bonnie Leshin behind the
chair.
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Family of Manchester Holocaust
Survivor Grateful to JFNH
I just wanted to express my sincere
gratitude and thanks the Federation, the
Jewish community, and Melanie Zalman
McDonald for making my father and me
feel so welcomed.
It was a pleasure to attend the Federation’s annual meeting and witness all the
love and diversity the Jewish community
of NH has to offer.
The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire executive director, Melanie Zalman
McDonald, has been an amazing re-

source and support as I have begun the
arduous and emotional process of preparing and submitting the claims conference application for Holocaust survivors
on behalf of my father, Bodo Schrader. I
am humbled and moved by Melanie’s
dedication to the community and to my
family. Thank you all so much. I hope to
see you all again soon.
Margot Schrader, Manchester

Letters to the Editor may be sent to
thereporter@jewishnh.org.
Letters must be signed
with full name and address.

JFNH Tributes
Received by September 10, 2017

JFNH Annual Campaign
Rabbi Peter and Amy Levy in honor of Stephen Landau and John
Plater receiving Shem Tov awards
Kushner-Tumen Family Fund for Children
Norm and Andy Kushner to Barbara and Barry Scotch in honor of
the birth of their grandson, Ford Crockett Budman
Norm and Andy Kushner to Kenny and Lauren Kushner in honor of
the birth of their son, Max Ethan Kushner
Marc Rubenson to Andy and Norm Kushner in honor of the birth of
their grandson, Max
Shlicha Program
Brenda Johnston
Social Services Fund
Jeanette Begin
Cynthia Meyers-Seifer

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!

Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH”
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
66 Hanover St., Suite 300, Manchester, NH 03101

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org

Tishrei-Cheshvan 5778 • October 2017

The New Hampshire

Jewish Reporter

PAGE 21

AUTOBODY REPAIR
Prestige Auto Body, Inc.
200 Frontage Rd., Manchester
(603) 669-0015
Put your body in good hands!
www.prestigeab.com

DENTAL SERVICES
ENDODONTICS
Douglas J. Katz, DMD, PC
Katz Endodontics
1310 Hooksett Rd., Hookset
Dougrct@comcast.net
(603) 628-2891

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Sarah K. Katz, DMD
Bow Family Dentistry
514 South St., Bow
(603) 224-3151
www.BowFamilyDentistry.com

Heidi Lindner Kurland, MS, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 South River Rd
Bedford, NH 03110
(603) 624-3900
www.lindnerdental.com

Tracy Pogal-Sussman, MS, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford
(603) 524-3900
www.lindnerdental.com

Rochelle H. Lindner, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 South River Rd
Bedford, NH 03110
(603) 624-3900

Luis S. Englander, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford
(603) 624-3900

Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD
Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD
862 Union St., Manchester
(603) 669-9049
Vanguard Dental Group
19 D Manchester Rd., Ste 3, Derry
Quality of care through continuing
education & technology. Cosmetic
dentistry, implant dentistry,
pediatric dentistry. (603) 276-1000
--------------------------------------------

ORTHODONTICS
Gary S. Lindner, DMD, DMSc.
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford
(603) 624-3900

Advertise in our
Business & Professional
Services Directory.
Call JFNH office at 603-627-7679
or contact one of our sales reps.
Michelle Harrison
(603) 437-0167
RunFree94@yahoo.com

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

James B. Haas, DDS
Haas Dental Associates
4 Manchester Ave.
Derry, NH 03038
(603) 434-1586
www.haasdentalnh.com
Gary S. Lindner, DMD, DMSc.
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford
(603) 624-3900

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS
Daniel Cohen, CFP®
CEO & Chief Investment Officer
Cohen Investment Advisors, LLC
264 South River Rd., Suite 422, Bedford
(603) 232-8351
www.investwithcohen.com
Mark B. Severs, CFP, Financial Advisor
The Hanover Group at Morgan Stanley
203 Heater Road, Lebanon, NH 03766
(603) 442-7900
Mark.B.Severs@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC MBR SIPC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Penchansky & Co., PLLC
Certified Public Accountants
70 Stark Street, Manchester, NH
David Penchansky, CPA
davidp@penchansky.com
(603) 647-2400

JUDAICA
JUDAICA BOOKS AND GIFTS
Israel Book Shop, Inc.
“New England’s Judaica superstore”
1 day shipping to N.H.
410 Harvard St. Brookline, MA 02446
617-566-7113, Toll Free 800-323-7723
www.israelbookshop.com

LEGAL SERVICES
ATTORNEYS
Devine Millimet
Steven Cohen, Esq., LLM, CPA
scohen@dmb.com (603) 695-8504
Estate Planning, Corporate,
Business Sales and Acquisitions
111 Amherst St., Manchester

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
Stephen E. Borofsky, Esq.
Borofsky, Amodeo-Vickery & Bandazain. P.A.
708 Pine Street, Manchester
(603) 625-6441
sborofsky@e-atty.net

Rachel Spierer
(603) 682-3845
rachel3rdlife@gmail.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them
You Saw
Their Ad in
The Reporter!
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Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron
ZZZPRKHO1+FRP
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143 Essex Street, Suite 709
Haverhill, MA 01832

Phone: 978.373.1010
www.NECompServices.com

Master Lic# 2408C

“Service is our Business”

Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan
E. Baron
603-668-5468 800-439-8797
Fax 603-623-8591

Jonathan E. Baron

257 Bridge Street Manchester, NH 03104
143 Essex
Street, Suite 709
Phone: 978.373.1010
info@tromblyplumbing.com
www.tromblyplumbing.com
Haverhill, MA 01832
www.NECompServices.com

Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron
143 Essex Street, Suite 709
Haverhill, MA 01832
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Keeping you connected

eNEWS
Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron

jewishnh.org

143 Essex Street, Suite 709
Haverhill, MA 01832

Help the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire sustain a proud
and vibrant Jewish NH.
Make your gift to the
2017-2018 Campaign at
www.jewishnh.org/give.

Phone: 978.373.1010
www.NECompServices.com

143 Essex Street, Suite 709
Haverhill, MA 01832

Phone:
www.N

SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAM
Free and confidential
Emergency financial assistance

603-627-7679

Aging and eldercare issues
Ericdevices
M. LaFleur
Lifeline

Jonathan E. Baron

Linkage
143 Essex Street,
Suite 709and
Haverhill, MA 01832
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LEAVE A
JEWISH
LEGACY.

Contact the NH Jewish
Federation for more
information on leaving
your legacy.
(603) 627-7679
info@jewishnh.org
http://www.jewishnh.org/

A Rich Inheritance
Jewish learning changes all the time, as educators find new
ways to engage people of all ages in our tradition. But some
things never change. Like the way each generation has
planned and built for the next, making sure the foundations
of Jewish life are strong and can respond to evolving needs.
When you leave a Jewish legacy, you join this chain of builders
You leave your children and grandchildren a precious
inheritance, and a lasting testimony to your values.
To learn more about making a legacy gift, contact the
New Hampshire Jewish Federation at (603) 627-7679
or info@jewishnh.org.
Archival image provided courtesy of Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest.
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