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Hundreds of NH Children to “Travel” to Israel

By Noam Wolf, JFNH Shlicha

My job in New Hampshire as a Shlicha 
is to engage the Jewish community and to 
strengthen the connections to Israel for 
all ages. It is exciting to do this work in a 
short time, using personal relationships, 
teaching and guiding, telling my Israeli 
story, and sharing my love of my country.

I have thought a lot about what I am 
going to do with this year and what a spe-
cial opportunity I have to influence so 
many people, to inspire and connect, to 
educate and be educated. How do I bring 
many people to Israel and show them 
how beautiful it is without a big invest-
ment of money, flight tickets, and other 
travel arrangements? 

With the help and support of the team 
at JFNH, I have decided I am going to 

take as many people as I can to Israel … 
without ever having to set foot on a plane. 
I will do this from presentations for adult 
groups of all sizes and by reaching every 
religious school classroom that I can. 
This year, hundreds of Jewish children 
enrolled in Hebrew schools across New 
Hampshire will travel to Israel with me. 
Each one will have a special passport, 
and each time I visit their Hebrew school, 
we will journey together to a new destina-
tion within my homeland. At each “stop” 
in Israel, we will explore a new place. 
Each location (Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, etc.) 
will have different landscapes, features, 
foods, songs, holy places, and so much 
more for us to visit together. We will learn 
new Hebrew words together, too! 

In addition to learning with me through 
music, Hebrew language, and simply get-
ting to know me, I will partner with the 
religious school teachers to immerse them 

in Israel in ways that I know will make a 
lasting connection. It is my hope that they 
will learn about Israel from an Israeli and 
develop a connection with an Israeli citi-
zen who served in the Israeli army for two 
years. They can develop a desire to go and 
visit Israel in the future (through programs 
like Birthright, Masa, Ulpan, etc.) and 
learn more about it so that their experi-

ence with Israel is positive, and one that 
they will want to continue.

This program, appropriately called “A 
Trip to Israel,” will be made up of an av-
erage of four visits to each of the Hebrew 
and Sunday schools around the state of 
New Hampshire. Each time we visit a 
new Israeli destination, the children will 
get a new stamp in their personal “pass-
port,” along with new memories they will 
make with their classmates as we dive 
into Israeli culture in all its forms. In be-
tween my visits, every classroom will have 
its own Israel board where I will hang 
memories from each of my visits with the 
kids in Israel: recipes for local foods, lyr-
ics for the songs we learned, Hebrew 
words that are relevant, and so on.

I can’t wait to partner with the educa-
tors and to begin to meet all of the chil-
dren as I put the finishing touches on this 

Children continued on page 3

By Deb De Passe, JFNH Board member and 
liaison to the JFNH Preschool

My husband and I have three children, ages 
12, 10 and 7, and each of them has attended 
the JFNH Preschool, starting back in 2007. 
Those who know our family well, know how 
fond we are of the school. To us, it is so much 
more than the walls that hold the classrooms. 

Years ago, when it came time to choose a 
preschool for our daughter, we considered all 
of our options. We had heard that the JFNH 
Preschool had the reputation for a quality 
preschool education, and we felt strongly 
that we wanted to instill a sense of Jewish 
identity in our children. Deciding to enroll in 
the JFNH Preschool was the natural choice, 
and we have never looked back. 

JFNH Preschool Builds Jewish Identity and Community
In our experience, we have found that the 

school curriculum provides a great early edu-
cation foundation, with the additional bene-
fit of introducing the Jewish holidays and 
culture. Jewish traditions are entwined into 
the daily conversation, allowing them to be-
come familiar to the children. My kids were 
always excited to participate in these celebra-
tions at school, and these traditions have be-
come even more meaningful as we also prac-
tice them at home.

Shabbat is a special time at the Preschool. 
Every week, the kids braid and prepare their 
Shabbat challah, sing Shabbat songs, and say 
the blessing over the challah and wine (grape 
juice). Parents are welcome to come in to 
share Shabbat with their children. What a 
wonderful experience it is to view this cele-
bration through to the eyes of a young child. 
And as the blessings over the challah and 

Preschool continued on page 7

Noam Wolf, JFNH Shlicha
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MANCHESTER

CHABAD LUBAVITCH
Rabbi Levi Krinsky
7 Camelot Place, Manchester
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 647-0204
www.Lubavitchnh.com
rabbi@lubavitchnh.com
Services: Shabbat Services  
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM 
Sunday morning minyan at 9 AM 

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN
Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 
152 Prospect Street, Manchester  
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 669-5650 
www.taynh.org 
templeadathy@comcast.net 
Services: Shabbat services the first Friday 
of the month at 6 PM 
All other Friday nights at 7 PM  
with some exceptions. 
Alternating Shabbat services or Torah 
study Saturday mornings at 10 AM

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi Gary Atkins (Interim) 
66 Salmon Street, Manchester
Conservative
(603) 622-6171
office@templeisraelmht.org
Services:  Friday night 7:15 PM
Saturday 9:30 AM
Tues., Thur., Fri. 7 AM minyan

NASHUA

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett
4 Raymond Street, Nashua
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 883-8184
www.tbanashua.org
rabbi@tbanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org
Services: Friday night services 8 PM 
1st Friday family service 7 PM
Saturday morning 9:30 AM
Mon. - Thur. minyan 7:30 PM

PORTSMOUTH

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi David Ross Senter
200 State Street, Portsmouth
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 436-5301
www.templeisraelnh.org
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org
Services: Friday, 6:15 PM
Saturday, 9:30 AM
Tues. minyan 5:30 PM
Temple Israel has a fully licensed
M-W-F preschool.

AMHERST

CONGREGATION BETENU
Sam Blumberg (Rabbinic Intern)
5 Northern Blvd., Unit 1, Amherst
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 886-1633
www.betenu.org
Services: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat 
services at 7:30 PM
Saturday morning twice a month, 9:30 AM

BETHLEHEM

BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi David Edleson
39 Strawberry Hill Road 
PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian
(603) 869-5465
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org
davegoldstone1@gmail.com 
Services: Contact for Date/Time Info 
President Dave Goldstone -  
(516) 592-1462 
or Eileen Regen – (603) 823-7711
Weekly Services: July through Simchat Torah 
Friday: 6:30 PM; Saturday: 10 AM

CLAREMONT

TEMPLE MEYER DAVID
25 Putnam Street, Claremont
Conservative
(603) 542-6773
Services: Generally the second Friday of  
the month, 6:15 PM, April to November.

CONCORD

TEMPLE BETH JACOB
Rabbi Robin Nafshi
67 Broadway, Concord
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 228-8581
www.tbjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org
Services: Friday night - 7 PM  
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

DERRY

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Peter Levy
1½ Hood Road, Derry
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 432-0004 
www.etzhayim.org 
office@etzhayim.org, rabbi@etzhayim.org 
Services: Fridays 7:15 PM
Please check the website for the Shabbat 
Morning schedule

Shabbat Candle Lighting Times:

November 3 5:17 PM
November 10 4:09 PM
November 17 4:02 PM
November 24 3:57 PM

CONGREGATIONS JRF:  Jewish Reconstructionist Federation URJ: Union for Reform Judaism
USCJ: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

(Manchester)

Opinions presented in the paper do not 
necessarily represent the views of  the 
Federation. Photos submitted by individuals 
and organizations are published with their 
permission.

Neither the publisher nor the editor can  
assume any responsibility for the kashrut of 
the services or merchandise advertised in this 
paper.  If  you have questions regarding 
kashrut please consult your rabbi.
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DOVER

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi Samuel R. Seicol
36 Olive Meadow Lane, Dover
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 742-3976
www.dovertemple.org
templeoffice@dovertemple.org
Services: Friday night services at 7 PM
For monthly Saturday services and holiday
worship, please check the website.

HANOVER

CHABAD AT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
Rabbi Moshe Gray
22a School Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 643-9821
www.dartmouthchabad.com
chabad@dartmouth.edu
Services: Friday Evening Shabbat services 
and Dinner
Shabbat morning services
Call for times

KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY   
JEWISH COMMUNITY
Rabbi Edward S. Boraz
Roth Center for Jewish Life
5 Occom Ridge, Hanover
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated
(603) 646-0460
www.uvjc.org
uvjc@valley.net
Services: Friday night Shabbat services 
at 6 PM, led by Dartmouth Hillel 
Saturday morning Shabbat services at  
9:30 AM, led by Rabbi Boraz

KEENE

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM
Rabbi Amy Loewenthal
84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Reconstructionist, Affiliated JRF
(603) 352-6747
www.keene-synagogue.org
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com
Services: Regular Friday night services at 
7 PM
Monthly Shabbat morning services at  
9:30 AM
Check the website for time variations

LACONIA

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Boaz Heilman
210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 524-7044
www.tbinh.org
Services: Every other Friday  
night at 7:30 PM
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As Jews in New Hampshire, we stand 
steadfast and strong together against in-
cidents of anti-Semitism. We believe 
strongly in supporting young Jewish fam-
ilies in teaching their children Jewish val-
ues. We believe in tikkun olam and quick-
ly seize opportunities to engage in that 
work. We respond in times of crisis when 
bad weather wreaks havoc on our com-
munities. We are passionate about our 
beliefs, and it is rare that they diverge as 
dramatically as they do with the subject 
of Israel.

Rabbi Angela Buchdahl, Central Syna-
gogue’s Senior Rabbi, recently delivered a 
sermon for Yom Kippur called “Shamor 
V’Zachor: Reflections on the 50th Anni-
versary of the ’67 War.” At a friend’s sug-
gestion, I listened. She details her experi-
ence in summer of 2017 traveling to Is-
rael. It was the first time that she crossed 
the “Green Line” and experienced the 
post-’67 landscape for herself. She shares 
her experiences visiting Israeli settle-
ments and then also having an encounter 
trip meeting Palestinian leaders in the 
West Bank. Checking her personal posi-
tion and beliefs at the door, the entire 
group practiced “Resilient Listening.”

About Israel: Fostering Resilient Listening

She goes on to describe this form of 
listening in a way that resonated with me 
deeply as I reflected about the conversa-
tion about Israel here in New Hampshire. 
Rabbi Buchdahl explained:
• Resilient Listening is listening with-

out arguing or trying to persuade.
• Listening just to understand the other 

side.
• Listening, even  when you fundamen-

tally disagree.
• Listening even  when it is painful to 

hear.
How simple, I thought. Sparked by 

curiosity, I listened to the entire sermon 
-- TWICE. Each time I listened, I 
learned something new. I learned some-
thing new about myself, about Israel, 
about my position on the matter, about 
the “other side.”

As I listened (yes… resiliently), my 

eyes were opened in ways I couldn’t have 
anticipated. Rabbi Buchdahl speaks to 
the divisiveness of the conflict within the 
Jewish community, and how these dis-
agreements often result in silence. We be-
gin to think of the “other side” (which-
ever it is) as the ENEMY. Rabbi Buch-
dahl implores, “Often, afraid of being 
shamed, afraid of offending, too many 
of us chose to remain silent, to pull 
away… but we can’t afford to do this. We 
have a responsibility to engage in this 
very difficult conversation.”

In an effort to convene, and to create a 
safe and open space for this engagement, 
and to set a tone for more Resilient Lis-
tening, we are devoting more space inside 
this edition of The Reporter for opinion 
pieces and letters about this often polar-
izing subject. Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire believes in doing this -- not 
for the purpose of giving platforms to 
positions, or to anger one side or the oth-
er. We do this because we are all Ohavey 
Israel (Lovers of Israel).

As I work closely each day with my fa-
vorite Israeli, our Shlicha Noam Wolf, I 
am reminded of the importance of edu-
cating our children about Israel. This 

week, Noam begins connecting with 
small groups of Hebrew school students 
from across the state.

Together, they will travel to Israel, each 
with their own passports -- experiencing 
the landscape, the food, the music, the 
holy places, the culture. They will learn 
Hebrew words, they will have sensory ex-
periences that connect them to Israel in 
meaningful and memorable ways. It is 
because of Federation’s commitment to 
providing access to this authentic and 
positive Israel program -- and your sup-
port of our work -- that this high impact 
program will be delivered throughout 
New Hampshire.

The Yom Kippur sermon ends with the 
singing of “Hatikvah”…  The hope. De-
spite our differences of opinion on Israel 
here in New Hampshire, we have a re-
sponsibility to summon hope. We must 
continue our work, educating our chil-
dren, celebrating the places where our 
love of Jewish life and love of Israel come 
together. It is my hope that this new year 
will lead to more Resilient Listening in 
ways that connect, rather than divide. 
L’Shanah tovah -- much hope for a good 
year to all.

Melanie Zalman 
McDonald

Executive
Director

(This is the first in a series of columns 
written by JFNH board members. Sarit 
Itenberg joined the JFNH board in 2017 
and lives in Bedford.)

Shanah tovah and happy autumn to all! 
We are now in the third season of the Gre-
gorian year and the first season of our 
Jewish New Year, 5778. Crops and fruits 
have been gathered and leaves are falling. 
We have celebrated Sukkot, begun the To-
rah from the very beginning, and will soon 
celebrate Thanksgiving here in the United 
States. We are making our transition from 
summer to winter.

This is the time of year to be thought-
ful and thankful; this is also the time of 
year to be gracious and generous. 

Our federation needs your help. For so 
many of you, JFNH has been a center of 
Jewish life for years. Federation has been 
through a transition in recent years, and 
for some of you, I have learned, the pro-
cess has been frustrating or disappointing. 
As a new board member, I am beginning 
to understand this dynamic as I listen to 
current and past donors and volunteers 
share their personal stories. The federa-
tion I am getting to know is much more 

Give, Grow, Get Together! 

than just important and vital; it is  filled 
with possibilities, and it is inspiring. 

As co-chair of the Capital Campaign 
for this year, I am  going to  kvell [be 
proud] at our success and  achievement 
and not kvetch [complain] at any short-
comings. Some may even call me a luft-
mensch [an impractical, contemplative 
person], but you will see my head is far 
from the clouds! These goals I set will be 
more than attainable, but I and WE need 
YOUR help. So enough of this narishkeit 
[foolishness] about the past and no more 
potchka-ing  [being busy with no real 
goal] around (I don’t actually think any-
one is, but just really wanted to use this 
word!). Let’s have some rachmonas [em-
pathy] on our sweet little JFNH and put 
our saykhels [common sense] together to 
grow our vibrant Jewish New Hampshire 
to an all new level! I challenge us to meet 

this goal -- I challenge YOU to give at 
least 18% more than you have ever given 
in the years past. I challenge you to help 
US make things stronger and more  in-
spiring than ever before. 

In this New Year, I have another chal-
lenge for us. Please support your local 
Jewish affiliations and friends. If  you 
have not visited your synagogue in some 
time, please do. If  you have not had a 
friend over for Shabbat dinner recently, 
please do. If  you have not listened to 
some good Jewish music in some time, 

please do. If  you have not watched a Jew-
ish  genre  film or read a Jewish book, 
please do. If  you have not yet made plans 
for  Chanukah,  even, please do. These 
feel-good Jewish moments are sometimes 
few and far between for many of us. Con-
necting more and reconnecting, even, for 
some, is part of what we all need to come 
together and  rebuild our JFNH. A vi-
brant, Jewish New Hampshire exists; let’s 
work together to make sure everyone 
knows it, needs it, loves it, and wants it! I 
know my family and I do!

Sarit Itenberg

JFNH board 
member

Children continued from page 1

exciting new curriculum. I know we are 
going to have a terrific year, and I am 
very excited to take them all with me and 
travel to the most beautiful and impor-
tant places of Israel. If  you are going to a 
Hebrew school, if  your child is or your 
grandchild -- I need your help. Share 
your interest in having your child or 
grandchild participate in this program. 
Please ask your Rabbi, Religious School 
teacher, or principal to contact me if  they 
have not done so to schedule their visits 
from the Shlicha for the rest of the year. 

I want to make sure I meet them all! Feel 
free to contact me with your wishes and 
thoughts about what other things I can do 
in my role as Shlicha that could benefit the 
community, and of course, if you are inter-
ested in meeting me or sharing a Shabbat 
dinner together, let me know! This is my 
email address: shlicha@jewishnh.org.

**Please note that this represents only 
a portion of what’s underway regarding 
curriculum. There are many other audi-
ences I am working to reach, and many 
other topics I hope to share with you!

Much love & shalom, Noam
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Wednesday, November 1
Book Club Meeting
Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
The book to be discussed is The Hours Count by 
Jillian Cantor. More information: 883-8184.

Thursday, November 2
SFY Membership Lunch
11:15 AM – 1:30 PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun, 
Manchester
Entertainment by our new Shlicha, Noam Wolf, at 
11:30 AM. Lunch will be served at 12 PM. This event 
is free to members. If you are not a member, please 
sign up. RSVP was required by October 25. More 
information: Elaine Rabinovitz 204-5736 or Saundra 
Wexler at 718-8898.

New Hampshire: A Home For All 
7 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Etz Hayim Synagogue and the International Institute 
of New England (IINE) present this panel discussion, 
in which we hear stories, histories, and experiences 
of NH refugee and immigrant families, and learn how 
IINE and faith-based communities help assist new 
Americans rebuild their lives and strengthen their 
new communities. Speakers include Jeffrey 
Thielman, president and CEO of IINE; Amdou 
Hamady, Manchester site director of IINE; three 
recently arrived refugees; Kathie Ragsdale, freelance 
editor and writer; and Miriam Gitterman, moderator. 
Sponsored by the William Einhorn Interfaith Education 
Fund and presented as part of Etz Hayim 
Synagogue’s continuing education program. Light 
refreshments will be served. Free and open to the 
public, but donations to Etz Hayim Synagogue are 
appreciated. For questions and RSVP, contact Miriam 
at nhhomeforallrsvp@comcast.net. 

From Balfour to Now
Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester
As we mark the 100th anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration, this lecture will provide an overview of 
Israel’s beginnings and how we got to where we are 
now. The presenter will be Arielle Schwartz from 
AIPAC. RSVP required. For information and to RSVP, 
call 669-5650.

Friday, November 3
Potluck Dinner and Service
6:30 PM, Congregation Betenu, Amherst
The service will be led by Rabbinical intern Sam 
Bloomberg. More information: 886-1633 or www.
Betenu.org.

Guest Speaker Shabbat 
7 PM, Temple Israel, Dover
"Never forget" is the mantra of those who survived 
the horror of the Holocaust, a battle cry to recognize 
the seeds of racism and anti-Semitism and speak out 
to assure that history is not repeated. Temple Israel 
Dover kicks off the 5778 speaker series with Dr. 
Martin Rumscheidt, a Dover theologian, who will 
share his story of growing up in Nazi Germany. All 
are welcome at no charge. More information: 742-
3976 or rabbisam@dovertemple.org. 

Saturday, November 4
Beginning Hebrew Classes continue 
11:30 AM, Temple Israel, Dover 
Learn to read Hebrew in a mere five sessions. 
Classes will be held November 18, and December 2. 
All are welcome at no charge. More information: 
742-3976 or rabbisam@dovertemple.org.

Sunday, November 5
The Jewish Fascination With Islam: How 
Jewish Scholars Created the Field of Islamic 
Studies
9:30 AM, optional breakfast by the SNHJMC; 
10:30 AM, presentation, free (suggested donation 
$5), Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
The breakfast is $8 SNHJMC members, $12 
nonmembers, paid at the door. Susannah Heschel, 
professor at Dartmouth College, will be the speaker. 
Brought to you by Temple Beth Abraham Life Long 
Learning Committee, The Southern NH Jewish 
Men's Club, and the Temple Beth Abraham 
Sisterhood. For more information and to RSVP: 883 
- 8184 or office@tbanashua.org.

Remembering and Taking Back Shabbat
12:30 PM, Congregation Betenu, Amherst
This adult education program will be led by Rav. 
Sam Bloomberg. More information: 886-1633 or 
www.Betenu.org.

PJ Parent Get-Together: Sweet Treats Night
3–5 PM, Jewish Federation Preschool, 152 
Prospect St. Manchester (entrance is on Harrison St.)
The kids have had their fill of sweet treats and now 
it's time for PARENTS to enjoy sweet treats of their 
own! Meet-up with other PJ parents from across 
the state and hear all about the terrific programs on 
the horizon for PJ in New Hampshire. Meet PJ 
Coordinator Allyson Guertin and JFNH Executive 
Director Melanie Zalman McDonald and find out 
how you can become a "PJ Parent Ambassador" to 
grow our efforts statewide! Desserts and coffee 
provided. Child care available. More information and 
to register, email: pjlibrary@jewishnh.org.

A Third Way of Thinking About Israel-Palestine
3–5 PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth. 
A program of readings of Israeli and Palestinian 
personal narratives. Led by NH participants in the 
Compassionate Listening project in Israel and 
sponsored by the TIP Israel Affairs Committee. 
More information: 436-5301.

Thursday, November 9
Manchester Chapter of Hadassah meeting 
1 PM, 1400 Front Street, Manchester
More information contact: Michele.bank@gmail.com.

Kristallnacht Commemoration
7 PM, Colonial Theater, Keene
The Colonial Theatre co-sponsors this annual event 
with the Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies at Keene State College. City leaders, the 
mayor, Keene Police and Fire Departments, the 
Interfaith Clergy Association, Congregation Ahavas 
Achim, and the Brattleboro Area Jewish Community 
will once again participate. MoCoArts and Keene 
Middle School students will perform “Soon I’ll be 
There” from Elise Garibaldi’s new rock opera, Roses 
in a Forbidden Garden: A Holocaust Love Story.  We 
will publicly tell this survivor story for the first time. 
Hikmet Karcic, KSC Global Fellow, will preface the 
candle recessional with his comments: “Sarajevo 
Haggadah: Message of Hope.”

Saturday, November 11
Honoring our Veterans Shabbat Service
Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
TBA and the Lifelong Learning Committee are honored 
to celebrate the members of our congregation who 
have served our country, Israel, or any other country in 
uniform. Luncheon will follow services. Thank you to 
all our veterans and their families for their service. 
More information: 883-8184.

Sunday, November 12
Kibbitz & Cooking with Temple Israel, 
Manchester
9:45 AM, location to be determined 
Contact Norri Oberlander at 582-3838 to RSVP.

Tuesday, November 14
Mahjong Mavens 
Noon, Temple Israel, Manchester
More information and to RSVP, contact Benay Birch: 
218-3365.

Thursday, November 16
Etz Hayim Synagogue's Continuing 
Education Program: The History of the Next 
13 Years 
7 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Taught by Wayne Kurtzman, Research Director for 
Social and Experiential Solutions at International 
Development Corporation. Learn where technology 
is going over the next 13 years, and what 
implications come from the disruption to almost 
every aspect of how we work, live, and play. See 
how to leverage it for your family and career, and 
how the changes have already started. More 
information: 432-0004.

Friday, November 17
Family Shabbat and Dinner
6 PM, Temple Israel, Manchester
Reservations close at noon on Nov. 10. Call 
Christine at 622-6171 (leave message). Temple Israel 
members, no charge; nonmembers, $15/person.

Saturday, November 18
NH4Israel Book Club 
6:30 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry 
The book to be discussed is Valley of Strength, by 
Shulamit Lapid. This scenic, moving novel, set at 
the end of the 19th century, follows the life-altering 
trials and experiences of a pioneer woman in pre-

state Israel. More information: 432-0004 or 
office@etzhayim.org.

Sunday, November 19
Brunch and Speaker
10 AM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
TBA welcomes Brandeis expert Joyce Antler for a 
brunch and talk about Jewish female comedians. 
This event is open to all. Refreshments will be 
served. $10 suggested donation. RSVP required by 
November 14. More information and to RSVP: 883-
8184 or office@tbanashua.org. 

TAY Brotherhood Breakfast
Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester
Dr. William Kassler, Deputy Health Officer and Lead 
Population Health Officer, IBM Watson, will present 
“The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Health Care: 
Present and Future.” The event is open to all at no 
charge, but please call the TAY office at 669-5650 
to reserve a place (so that we do not run out of 
food). More information: 669-5650.

Feeding the Hungry: A PJ Library 
Thanksgiving Family Program
3–5 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Gather to listen to the story Bagels from Benny by 
Aubrey Davis. Please bring one nonperishable food 
item to be donated to the food pantry. This program 
is for children 2–8 years old. You do not need to be 
a PJ Library subscriber to attend, so please grab a 
friend and join the fun! RSVP by November 15 to 
pjlibrary@jewishnh.org.

2017 Author Series: Dov Waxman
Temple Emanu-El, 514 Main St., Haverhill, MA
Northeastern University professor Dov Waxman will 
discuss Trouble in the Tribe: The American Jewish 
Conflict Over Israel. More information: Nancy@
TempleEmanu-El.org or 978-373-3861. 

Monday, November 20
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
7 PM, Unitarian Universalist Church, 669 Union 
Street, Manchester
Please bring a canned good to donate.

Sunday, December 3
Special Movie Event
2 PM, Red River Cinema
Disturbing the Peace, an award-winning 
documentary film about the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
organization Combatants for Peace, features people 
born into conflict, sworn to be enemies, who 
challenge their fate. The film follows everyday people 
who are taking extraordinary actions by standing for 
what they believe in. The film will be followed by a 
Q&A session via Skype with Chen Alon and Sulaiman 
Khatib, cofounders of Combatants for Peace and co-
nominees for the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize. Ticket 
price: $10. For more information, contact Nancy Jo 
Chabot: nchabot@tds.net.

Saturday, November 4
Jr. Congregation 
9:30 AM, Temple Israel, Manchester.
More information: 622-6171 or office@
templeisraelmht.org.
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30 years of Educating Children

Sukkot & Simchat Torah: Making New Memories in New Hampshire

It’s hard to believe I’ve been a New 
Hampshire resident for two months now! 
No sooner were the High Holidays over 
when Sukkot and Simchat Torah were 
following right behind them. 

I don’t have a lot of memories from 
Sukkot. The ones that I do have are from 
many years ago. I was a little girl, about 6 
or 7, and my dad brought pieces of wood 
and some big leaves to create a home-
made sukkah. I remember how I wanted 
him to be proud of me, to climb high and 
hang the decorations and make it the 
most beautiful sukkah on our street. I 
was the oldest (still am) of three, and my 
two young brothers were too young to 
help. I remember the long hours of work-
ing in the sun, and my mom coming out 
to the garden with a tray and some cold 
drinks on it. We used to do that every 
year, together.

I don’t know where along the way we 
stopped building a sukkah -- it might 
have been when my dad became a briga-
dier general in the IDF, and he was work-
ing very hard to support our family -- I 
just know we stopped that tradition and 
somehow managed to be invited to some-
one else’s sukkah every year.

Just before Sukkot, my family arrived 
from Israel for a long-awaited visit -- 
their first trip to my new home state!  I 
took a few days off, and we traveled and 
hiked, from Acadia and Baxter state 
parks in Maine to the White Mountains 
in northern New Hampshire. Together 
we saw beautiful foliage colors and met 
wonderful people. I knew right away that 
this would be a most wonderful and very 
different Sukkot than I had experienced 
in my childhood in Israel!

On the evening of  Sukkot, my parents 
and two brothers traveled with me to 
visit Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation. 
Together, we were all invited to help the 
members of  this congregation organize 
and decorate their sukkah. For the first 
time in many years, we did it together -- 
with the chilly northern air reminding us 
we were not in Israel. We organized the 
tables and the food for the kiddush, and 

joined the lovely service. I realized at the 
age of  27 that this was the first time in a 
very long time where my whole family 
and I were decorating a sukkah togeth-
er, and we were on the other side of  the 
world, away from our home. 

I also had the pleasure of  being a 
guest in Keene at Congregation Ahavas 
Achim’s Simchat Torah celebration. In 
Israel, my memories of  this holiday are 
of  having a drink with friends and fam-
ily, often dancing long into the night. 
What I experienced at the shul in Keene 
was unlike anything I had experienced. 
Couples, families, some Jewish, some 
not, singing and dancing. The Rabbi 
working with others to unfurl the torah 
scroll and give participants a special 
“tour” of  torah by sight. The energy was 
fantastic, with people parading around 
the sanctuary with flags, shakers, and 
even children dancing around with 
plush torah stuffed toys. There was so 
much music -- piano, guitar, drums, and 
singing -- as we moved about the space 
joyfully together!

Being secular in Israel is not uncom-
mon. All of  my friends are secular, and 
my family too (besides my uncle, who 
has been Chabad for 15 years now). But 
what exactly does it mean to be secular 
in the state of  the Jewish people? Do we 
keep kosher? No, but every restaurant 
and supermarket around us is kosher. 
Do we keep Shabbat? No, but there is no 
public transportation on Shabbat, so if  
you don’t own a car, you will stay in with 
your family and use this day to rest and 

spend time with your loved ones. We 
don’t go to the synagogue regularly, but 
a lot of  our families have a kiddush ev-
ery Friday night. 

On Yom Kippur, the whole country 
stops. There are no cars on the highways, 
it is silent and peaceful, and the children 
are riding their bicycles and skating with 
their friends. Every junction is full of 
people standing and talking, and every-
one is wearing white. Some people post 
their “I’m sorry” on Facebook and some 
make a phone call. Every holiday, we 
have a festive meal at our house, inviting 
the family and cooking great food; we 
read the Haggadah together at Passover, 
and we speak Hebrew every day with the 
people around us.

These exciting and welcoming Jewish 
experiences here in New Hampshire 
have made me reflect quite a bit on what 
it means to consider myself  a “secular 
Jew” in Israel. The pluralism and the 
many layers of  Jewish life and spiritual-
ity here in the United States are wonder-
ful. I’ve always lived in Israel, surround-
ed by Jews, with kosher food options all 
around me, people speaking Hebrew. It 

reminded me that in Israel, being Jewish 
is mostly easy. Being Jewish here in New 
Hampshire is more complicated and 
takes more effort in many ways.  

What I consider “secular” in Israel is 
really just the ease of everyday Jewish life 
-- something that my new friends in New 
Hampshire don’t have so easy. In Israel, 
we don’t have to try very hard, and we 
have the right environment to be Jewish 
easily. I don’t know if  that’s secular or if  
it is something else, I just know I would 
like to raise my children in the exact same 
way, with the Jewish values that I got, 
and with all that it means being Jewish in 
Israel, including sending them to the 
army, living in a country that’s surround-
ed at times by its enemies, even with fac-
ing anti-Semitism in all of its forms. 

Thank you to the many Jewish com-
munities and individuals across all parts 
of  New Hampshire who have made me 
feel so warmly welcomed. Please know 
that with every offering I bring to and 
share with you, I am also taking with me 
new ways to experience what it means to 
be Jewish -- things I will treasure and 
bring back to Israel with me!

Noam Wolf

JFNH Shlicha

Help the Jewish Federation of 
New Hampshire sustain a proud 

and vibrant Jewish NH. 
Make your gift to the

 2017-2018 Campaign at 
www.jewishnh.org/give.



PAGE 6        The New Hampshire  Jewish Reporter Cheshvan-Kislev 5778 • November 2017

Camp Stories

All of  the children whose photos and 
stories appear on this page received a 
JFNH Campership Grant for those at-
tending Jewish summer camp for the 
first time. These grants would not be 
possible without the support of  JFNH’s 
generous donors.

Summer With Biluim 
Israel: A Fantastic 
Adventure
By Razz Alkalay

Biluim Israel is a camp like none other. 
It’s not the standard sleep-away camp you 
picture of tents and flag raising and the 
only light is the fire in the fire pit. Biluim 
Israel is a camp that inspires both inde-
pendence and teamwork, and teaches re-
spect for myself and others in a way that I 
didn’t realize before. Biluim made me rec-
ognize the importance of my family his-
tory in Israel and sharing our story and 
the story of Israel overall with my friends 

and classmates who often don’t know 
much about Israel except for what they see 
on the news. 

Biluim Camp itself is based in Canada, 
but when campers reach the ages of 16 
and 17, they go to Israel for the summer 
with camp. This Biluim camp does not 
have a concrete location, but rather it was 
a travelling camp, moving throughout Is-
rael from Rosh HaNikra in the north to 
Eilat in the south, with many stops in be-
tween. My group of 80 campers would 
typically spend a couple of nights in each 
location, with several days in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem each. Our lodgings ranged 
from nice hotels in the cities to kibbutzim 
in the more rural areas to basic camp-

grounds during a five-day hike across the 
mainland from the Mediterranean to the 
Kinneret. At each stop, we learned about 
different aspects of life particular to that 
part of Israel and how the region relates 
overall to the history of the modern state. 
We spent time getting to know Israelis 
and visiting people in their homes as a 
way to truly understand the history of the 
country on a personal level and the sacri-
fices and triumphs individuals and com-
munities made for Israel to be the country 
it is today. 

One of the highlights of the trip was 
Rafsodia, an international event spon-
sored by the JNF (Jewish National Fund) 
on the shores of Lake Kinneret. My group 
joined over 700 other teenagers from the 
United States, Israel, Canada, Mexico, 
South America, and elsewhere to build 
rafts from scratch to cross the Kinneret. It 
was in the earliest stages of Biluim Israel 
and it was one of the greatest experiences 
of my life. I had to work with many differ-
ent people from different places speaking 
different languages to build a workable 
raft using barrels, long poles made of ei-
ther bamboo or metal, and string, a lot of 
string. The point was for everyone to work 

together to make these rafts in under a 
day. It was hard work and a very hot day, 
and some of the kids in my group quit be-
fore we finished. However, I was deter-
mined to finish the project and by the end 
I was pretty sure I had never sweated as 
much in one day -- or in my entire life! Yet 
my feelings of accomplishment, excite-
ment, and camaraderie made up for the 
physical pain of the raft building and 
flowed into my joy at being connected to 
and part of Israel. I also learned that even 
through the toughest of challenges, per-
sistence will prevail and I just have to be-
lieve in myself to make it happen. I was 
able to sail the raft and cross the Kinneret 
in a unique way that I had helped to create 
-- and had the most amazing ride!

Thank you for helping me go on this 
fantastic adventure. I made friends and 
memories that will last me a lifetime. Not 
only did I learn so much on this trip; I 
have a greater appreciation of my Zionist 
point of view and will be sharing what I 
experienced and learned with others.

Razz Alkalay is the son of Dani Alkalay of 
Nashua. He received an Israel Experience 
grant from JFNH.

Razz Alkalay next to the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem

A Season of Jewish Experiences and “Get Togethers” Shared Across NH

By Allyson Guertin, PJ Library 
Coordinator

As parents, we all want to ensure that we 
instill a love and appreciation for the Jew-
ish religion and Jewish values in our chil-
dren. We send them to Jewish Preschools 
and Hebrew Schools, we attend services 
during the holidays, light the Chanukah 
candles, spend time with extended family 
and friends during a Passover Seder. How 
often is there opportunity for Jewish expe-
riences outside of these institutions and 
traditional holiday gatherings?

This summer New Hampshire was se-
lected as one of only 33 communities 
across the United States and Canada to 
participate in PJ “Get Togethers,” a new 
grant-funded program offered by PJ Li-
brary. The aim of this grant was for fam-
ilies raising young children to build 
strong Jewish relationships in their daily 
lives. All of the nearly 300 PJ Library 
families in New Hampshire had an op-

portunity to apply, and the qualifications 
were simple: choose a social gathering 
you were interested in hosting and invite 
at least two other families also raising 
Jewish children to attend. Once your “get 
together” was complete, you were asked 
to fill out a simple questionnaire and in-
clude pictures, and PJ Library would re-

imburse these families up to $150 to host 
their event. It really was that simple!

Fifteen families across New Hampshire 
applied and hosted a “Get Together” for a 
combined total of 68 families this sum-
mer. Families from Hanover to Hollis, 
from Concord to Jaffrey and many more 
in between created social gatherings to 
nurture and inspire their Jewish identities 
and those of their children. New Hamp-
shire families hosted 96 children at Shab-
bat dinners and brunches, Havdalah bon-
fires, and a picnic at the Raymond Street 
Klezmer Band concert. Some creative PJ 
moms hosted a fun hands-on challah-
making workshop, couples-only dinners, 
and a mommy brunch and craft. 

Families that participated in this pro-
gram only reinforced why this opportu-
nity was so important to the families of 
New Hampshire:

A mother from Londonderry stated, “It 
was so wonderful to have this experience to 
meet up with other Jewish women who are 
like-minded, and raising Jewish families. It 
feels different to hang out with these wom-

en than just hanging out with other friends 
and neighbors. It is a unique bond and re-
lationship that has been formed. We are so 
grateful to have been able to participate!”

And a father from Dunbarton said, 
“We attended another one of these events 
a week later in our community so we 
were able to further solidify friendships 
with many of the same people. I think 
these types of events should be spon-
sored throughout the year.”

Each gathering was different but 
achieved the same goal: inspiring Jewish 
experiences and relationships to grow. 

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
is proud to be a resource and an active 
affiliate of PJ Library, enabling hundreds 
of our children (and grandchildren) to 
connect to and foster our Jewish values 
and our cultural narrative through a love 
of books, experiential learning, and op-
portunities to connect with other fami-
lies. To find out how you can get more 
involved in PJ Library New Hampshire, 
email us at pjlibrary@jewishnh.org, or 
check out our Facebook page. 

Shabbat brunch hosted by the Nathan 
family, sponsored by PJ Library.
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Rabbi in the House

Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett

Temple Beth Abraham

1,000 Conversations
I am writing a year after a particularly 

raw and divisive national election. On 
top of our ongoing obligations around 
justice and freedom, we have to work to 
do building an alternative to the rawness, 
the divisiveness, and the hate. And so I 
want to invite you into a regional chal-
lenge, called 1,000 Conversations.

Some of us within the Nashua Area 
Interfaith Council have decided to set 
this goal: Between now and New Year's 
Day 2018, we will help catalyze 1,000 
one-to-one conversations between people 
of different political outlooks.

We believe that one crucial way to 
overpower hate-filled and ad hominem 
political dynamics is by strengthening the 
alternative. We know that civil conversa-
tion in itself  will not lead to bipartisan 
approaches or dynamics in our govern-
ment. But we can help make the ground 
more fertile for deep and thoughtful po-
litical debate, and for candidates in 2018 
and 2020 for office at all levels who hold 
their own views with passion and under-
stand the values and principles of others.

Because we are in New Hampshire 
(home of the first primary in the nation), 
we have a special power in our country, 
and we need to use it.

We need to know what is making other 
people tick who are passionate about is-
sues today for good reasons, even if  they 
see things in a different way from us. I'm 

not talking about viewpoints that are 
clearly out of bounds, or about compro-
mising your own principles, or giving up 
any work you are doing. This is about be-
ing able to do that work in a calmer and 
more constructive way. This is about 
building important relationships, despite 
disagreements, that by their existence and 
activity will take air and attention away 
from hate.

One model for this is in the Talmud. 
“Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For 
three years, Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai 
were divided. This one said: The law is like 
my view. This one said: The law is like my 
view. Until a heavenly voice came down 
and said: These and these both are the 
words of the living God, and law will be 
like the view of Beit Hillel. Now, if these 
and these both are the words of the living 
God, why did Beit Hillel merit that the law 
should follow their view? Because they 
were calm and humble in their words, and 
they went over their own words and the 
words of Beit Shammai, and not only that 

but they presented the words of Beit 
Shammai before their own words.”

Two parties deeply engaged in passion-
ate debate, over a period of years. Beit 
Hillel did not give up their views, but 
they were willing to engage with the view 
of Beit Shammai. They held to their own 
views, but calmly. They listened to Beit 
Shammai, to the point that they could re-
cite the others' teachings even when they 
were in contradiction.

We are looking for 1,000 pairs of peo-
ple who are willing to have this kind of 
curious conversation. It will take two 
people who know they disagree but are 
interested in what kinds of experiences 
and influences have led each other to the 
views they each hold.

You would find a comfortable place to 
talk, and give yourselves at least an hour. 
Some questions to explore might be: 
What experiences when you were young-
er had an influence on you politically? Or 
on your spirituality, your morality, how 
you view the world? Who is a person who 
influenced your views on politics early 
on? What is an issue you really care 
about, and how have you come to care 
about it? What is the best community you 
have ever lived in?

I have been having these conversations 
myself  over the past year, since before the 
election. With individual congregants, or 
in small groups all over at coffee shops. I 

have learned about things I don't see, and 
I have learned where my own arguments 
need to be stronger. These conversations 
make clear that political identity isn't bi-
nary. Our values and principles are tied 
to stories and experiences that are fasci-
nating to learn about.

Sometimes, we discover common 
ground where we didn't realize we had it. 
Mostly, I have found that I and the peo-
ple I talk to are more committed to each 
other, to wanting a political community 
where we can live together and collabo-
rate. More concerned about what we can 
build together than about spotting the 
hypocrisies of the other side.

For more resources and guidance, look 
on the web at 1000conversations.us. 
Through the site, we can help you find a 
partner if  you don't know someone in 
your social circle whom you can ap-
proach. Or contact me directly. We plan 
to post some meetups as well.

If  you participate, we hope you'll let us 
know through the website, and/or post 
some photo or brief  report using the 
hashtag #1000conversations.

As we head into another election year, 
let's take some of the energy that we de-
vote to debate and virtuous posting on 
social media, and redirect it to conversa-
tion. Let's make the ethic of Beit Hillel 
our contribution to healing politics in 
our state and country.

Preschool continued from page 1

wine are made every Friday, the tradi-
tions begin to form. 

I have seen first-hand the kindness and 
compassion that the teachers provide to 
the children and their families. The class 
sizes are small, so the teachers are able to 
give each child significant attention. And 
as a parent, I was thrilled to receive a text 
message from the kindergarten teacher 
with a video of my son reading on his 
own for the first time. The teachers enjoy 
sharing moments like these with the par-
ents, and the parents love having a feeling 
of involvement, even if  we aren’t there in 
person all the time.

When we first enrolled our daughter at 
the school, we expected that she would 
learn and grow as most preschoolers do, 
learning the basics: letters and shapes, and 
doing arts and crafts (learning numbers, 
shapes and colors in Hebrew was a bo-
nus!). But what we did not expect to re-
ceive was such a strong sense of belonging 
within the Jewish community that would 
come along with her enrollment at the 
school. For our family, the Preschool has 

become the foundation for our Jewish life 
in New Hampshire. Our family has 
formed friendships with other Jewish fam-
ilies, and we have become active partici-
pants in the Jewish community. For me, 
volunteering at the school led to joining 
the Board of Directors for JFNH, where I 
currently serve with other Board members 
as a liaison to the Preschool.

Along with other Preschool families, 
we have joined a synagogue and are send-
ing our children to Hebrew School. The 
kids are attending Jewish camps, and 
through all of these things, we are foster-
ing a strong sense of Jewish identity in 
our children. 

My kids are in public elementary and 
middle schools now, where there is a Hal-
loween parades, a breakfast with Santa, 
and no Purim parade or menorah light-
ing. And let’s face it -- it takes effort to be 
an active participant in the Jewish faith 
in New Hampshire. With this, it is even 
more evident to me that our family made 
the right choice in sending our children 
to the JFNH Preschool. 

If  you are a family with young chil-
Rebecca and Ben DePasse

dren, I encourage you to look to the 
JFNH Preschool to help begin their Jew-
ish journey. Contact the Preschool and 
schedule a tour. Visit during the school 
day so you can see for yourself  how truly 
special it is. Come on a Friday morning, 
and celebrate Shabbat with the kids, and 
smell the fresh challah baking. This early 
Jewish experience is a gift that you can 
give to your children -- one that I am sure 
you won’t regret giving.
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One Israeli’s Story Shows the Nation’s Can-Do Spirit
By Evelyn Miller

Our first encounter with Yedidya Har-
ush was while we were on a doctors’ tour 
of Israel. He was introduced as one of a 
number of young pioneers settling a des-
ert region in Israel. The community was 
growing, and because of its remote loca-
tion was in need of a small medical clinic 
and professional services. This is how our 
relationship began with Yedidya.

Two years later, we traveled to Israel on 
our own, in large part to visit Yedidya 
and see how the clinic was progressing in 
his new community. This was our first en-
counter with “remote.” Halutza was a re-
mote community in Israel with the near-
est medical care two hours away.

A year later, when Yedidya was in the 
United States, he visited us for a day so 
he could go flying with my husband. Be-
cause we found his young pioneering sto-
ry so compelling, we invited a few friends 
to our house in the evening to hear about 
the Israeli can-do spirit.

Before I launch into what I truly con-
sider an inspiring story about meeting 
challenges head-on and succeeding, there 
was more to Yedidya's story that was re-
vealed that evening, which to me makes 
this story even more amazing. Several de-
cisions made by the government of Israel 
had a dramatic effect on Yedidya's life. 
First, his Moroccan Jewish parents set-
tled in the Sinai (newly acquired territory 
after the Six-Day War). A peace treaty 
with Egypt later returned the Sinai to 
Egypt, so his parents were moved to Gaza 
to start life over. Building a new life 
meant building a new home, having chil-
dren, and growing a new business. But in 
2005, the Government of Israel made an-
other decision, the transfer of land for 
peace, and the government removed all 
Israelis from Gaza.

Some of  Yedidya's friends gave up on 
Israel and left for other parts of  the 
world, but others wanted to stay. Having 
nothing but a dream, Yedidya and a 
group of  15 families asked the govern-
ment to purchase some land where they 
could rebuild their lives. The govern-
ment offered them 100 parcels of  desert 
land on the Egypt/Israel border. Evi-
dently there was some strong negotiat-
ing, as the 15 families had huge plans to 
build a large, stable farming community 
and felt if  they were going to commit 
themselves to the desert and this dream, 
they would need more land. The govern-
ment settled on 300 parcels. The govern-
ment also built a road to the edge of  the 
land and laid water pipes to the edge of 
the land.

So in 2005, 15 Jewish families moved 
to the desert with a big dream. They 
lived in temporary “container” dwell-
ings and tried farming the land using 

the techniques they had used in the 
Gaza. For two years, all crops failed. 
They contacted the agricultural special-
ists for help and were told this was a for-
eign environment to them and the new 
families would just have to experiment 
on their own. Fortunately, with the aid 
of  a researcher from Ben Gurion Uni-
versity and much experimentation, they 
came up with good types of  vegetables 
and farming techniques for this region. 
Massive areas of  desert were cultivated, 
drip pipes were laid, and seeds were 
sown. Acres of  greenhouses were built 
for other types of  vegetables. Through 
very hard work, large quantities of  pro-
duce were raised and sold. Money was 
poured back into purchasing more 
equipment and setting up communal 
processing facilities. 

Once the overwhelming job of making 
a success of farming came to fruition, the 
temporary community could think about 
forming a permanent community. Just 12 
years later, the 15 families had grown to 
350 families, with an overall plan for 
three separate communities. When we vis-
ited last March, we saw one community 
built out with a cluster of homes, a 
school, playground, and water sprinkler 
park (summer temperature is 120 de-
grees). There was a very small municipal 
building, massive fields and greenhouses, 
and a processing plant. Yedidya told us 
that two weeks earlier the community 
had signed a contract to ship carrots to 
the United States. We saw the processing 
of these carrots, which are shipped in 
2,000-lb. bags.

The second community was half built, 
with permanent and temporary homes, an 
unassuming synagogue, a larger school 
that included upper grades, a playground, 
and half a medical clinic (the opening cer-
emony was to be in three weeks), plus the 

shell for the other half of the clinic that 
would include a dental facility.

We visited the site of the proposed 
third community and saw a plan for 
streets, a school, and a large community 
center that would contain a library, day-
care facility, gym, auditorium, and multi-
purpose room. Yedidya proudly showed 
us the spot of sand where his house was 
to go and the electrical wires in the 
ground to prove it.

Yedidya shared this story with us and 
our friends in our home that night. He 
also showed a brief  video that was a jaw 
dropper, showing the incredible accom-
plishments of these young pioneers in 
just 12 years.

There were many questions, one of 
which was about security. Halutza does 
receive rockets from Gaza occasionally, 
as it is 1 1/2 miles from the Gaza border, 
but of greater concern is ISIS, which has 
become established in the Sinai. He said 
in an emergency it would take the Israeli 
military about 15 minutes to reach Halut-
za, so this farming community must con-
cern itself  with a civilian response until 
help arrives (fortunately, everyone at the 
age of 18 is required to serve in the Israeli 
military).

When the evening was over, our 
friends were as impressed as we were. 
Yedidya, a very positive thinker and 
doer, was going to make good things 
happen and, with team work, he has. 
Halutza started with a dream, sand, and 
15 families. In just 12 years, it has grown 
to be 350 families, three interconnected 
communities, and huge productive and 
prosperous farming ventures. Their 
dream, hard work, experimentation, and 
a belief  in their ability to overcome all 
challenges has brought them great suc-
cess today. Their story illustrates the Is-
raeli “can do” spirit.

2,000 pounds of carrots bound for the 
United States
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Exploring My History in Lithuania
By Steve Solomon

When I was young, I was like the fourth 
child at the Seder, the one who knew not 
how to ask. I never asked my father’s par-
ents about their history. They immigrated 
as teenagers from what was then Russia 
in the early years of the twentieth centu-
ry. By the time I understood more of his-
tory and gained an appreciation for the 
courage and pluck it took to come to a 
new country, literally a new world, with-
out an education and not speaking Eng-
lish, it was too late. 

Some remnants of their early life were 
left, such as photographs of my great-
grandparents. They hung in my grand-
parents’ bedroom, which I learned later 
was a common custom of immigrants. 
My grandmother’s father was probably a 
religious man. He wore a yarmulke that 
covered a good part of his forehead, a 
frock coat and a long grey forked beard. 
His wife was dressed in a simple gray 
dress she may have made herself. My 
grandfather’s father wore a silk top hat 
and sported a short full beard. His wife 

wore a hat that defied description and 
had the same eyes with their Asian cast as 
her grandson, my father’s brother.

My interest in family genealogy began 
after my mother died and I became the 
oldest member of my immediate family. 
Through research and family records, I 
learned my grandmother, Dina Barg, was 
one of eight siblings, and that her father 
was a blacksmith in or near the small 
town of Olkeniki, then part of Russia 
and now in Lithuania. All but one of her 
siblings immigrated to the United States 
,and five of them lived in Franklin, NH. 
The oldest, Avram Lieb, remained be-
hind. Family stories included her remem-
bering being lowered into the root cellar 
in the winter with a rope around her waist 
to retrieve potatoes.

I discovered that after World War II the 
survivors and those who immigrated be-
fore the war wrote yizkor books, remem-
brances of life in the towns and villages 
they left. I acquired a copy of the yizkor 
book of Olkeniki (now Valkininkai), 
“Olkeniki in Flames”; its necrology listed 
Avram Lieb Barg, living on Market 

Street,  and his wife, Hannah and two 
daughters, Rivka and Chaya. Much to 
my surprise and shock, among the pho-
tos in the yizkor book was a snapshot of 
Chaya Barg, my father’s first cousin, until 
then unknown and unseen by anyone in 
the family.

I also read “There Once was a World” 
by Jaffa Eliach, a history of 900 years of 
Jewish life in Eishyshok, a town 18 miles 
from Olkeniki. Yaffa Eliach conceived 
the idea for the wall of photos in the U.S. 

Holocaust Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C. and spent many years locat-
ing and collecting those photos, all of 
which are of people from Eishyshok. 
From her book and the yizkor book, I 
learned that in September 1941, the Jews 
of Olkeniki and surrounding towns were 
marched to Eishyshok, where the men 

???

Lithuania continued on page 11
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Grantham Woman Searches for Traces of Her Family in Poland
By Nicola Smith    
Reprinted with permission   
of the Valley News

In 1913, Rose Kempinska traveled alone 
from Poland to New York City at the age 
of 18. Waiting for her was Jacob Bern-
stein, 21, who had immigrated to the U.S. 
from a town called Plotzk (now Plock) in 
the center of Poland. On a visit home, the 
family story goes, he had contracted with 
a matchmaker to find him a wife and then 
paid the fare for her passage.

Kempinska was from a small town 
about 30 minutes from the city of Lodz, 
which was until World War II one of the 
centers of Jewish life in Poland. Both she 
and her future husband came from im-
poverished circumstances, from towns 
not far from one another, and they knew 
each other not at all.

A marriage made in heaven it wasn’t, 
said Beverly Marshall, Rose’s grand-
daughter and a resident of Grantham.

As was expected of her, Rose Bernstein 
took care of her husband, and cared and 
advocated strongly for her two sons and 
one daughter.

Although the couple remained together 
until Rose’s death in 1978 (Jacob died 
seven months later) it was difficult for 
Rose to overlook the fact that the two 
were ill-suited to one another in a number 
of ways, Marshall said.

Rose never returned to Poland, and she 
shied away from discussing family history. 
When Marshall was growing up on Long 
Island in the 1950s, her mother, Shirley Ber-
nstein Jochnowitz, cautioned her: Don’t 
press, don’t ask too many questions, your 
grandmother doesn’t like to think about it.

When Rose emigrated, she left behind 
her parents, Szlama and Laja Kempinska, 
and six siblings. History created a far wid-
er gap than the distance between them: 
Some of Rose’s siblings and their children 
were murdered during World War II.

“I don’t want to talk about it because 
there’s nothing left, and nothing to go 
back to,” she’d say. She turned back her 
granddaughter’s attempts to speak Polish 
with her. The information Marshall had 
about her grandmother’s family was 
vague or non-existent.

But she knew this much: A brother and 
sister ended up in Paris: The sister was 
hidden by a family and made it through, 
the brother is assumed to have been de-
ported and murdered in a death camp. 
Another sister was murdered at Aus-
chwitz, although that sister’s daughter 
survived and eventually moved to New 
York. The remaining three siblings were 

not heard from after the war.
This spring, Beverly Marshall did what 

her grandmother and mother had never 
done, nor really wanted to do: She traveled 
to Poland for the first time to see where the 
maternal line of her family had come from, 
and to discover whether any traces of them 
remained, unlikely though that seemed.

Marshall made the trip to Poland and 
Lithuania with a friend, Steve Solomon, 
who was also looking for family roots 
near the Lithuanian capital Vilnius.

“It was one of those things I had to 
do,” said Marshall, who is associate di-
rector for institutional advancement at 
the Upper Valley Educators Institute in 
Lebanon. She spoke to the  Valley 
News last month in Lebanon.

The more immediate impetus for the 
trip came when Marshall and Solomon 
saw the 2015 documentary film Raise the 
Roof, about a team of American and Pol-
ish artisans and students, led by the Mas-
sachusetts nonprofit Handshouse Studio, 
who began work in 2011 to reconstruct a 
17th- and 18th-century wooden syna-
gogue that had stood in the Polish town 
of Gwozzdziec.

The synagogue roof was renowned for 
its brilliant ornamentation, dazzling col-
or and use of ancient text and symbol-
ism, but like other synagogues across Po-
land it was burned to the ground by oc-
cupying German forces during World 
War II. The reconstructed synagogue 
roof would be installed eventually in the 
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw, on the site of the former 
Warsaw Ghetto, where Marshall and Sol-
omon saw it this spring.

Marshall’s relation to Judaism, howev-
er, has not really been focused on reli-
gion, she said; rather, it “has always been 
about my heritage.”

She lived in the Bronx with her parents un-
til the death of her father when she was 5. Af-
ter her mother remarried, the family moved 
to Smithtown, Long Island, where her moth-
er had a second child, a son named Jay.

Her mother and stepfather (Marshall 
thinks of him as her father in every way) 
were not observant Jews, they didn’t fast 
on the high holy day of Yom Kippur and 
the family rarely went to Friday night ser-
vices. Marshall did not have a bat mitzvah.

Marshall was enrolled in Hebrew School 
but disliked it. She had brushes with anti-
Semitism as she grew up: swastikas paint-
ed on their house at Halloween, being 
called Jew Girl at a college mixer.

The first time Marshall began to think 
about the fate of European Jews during 
World War II was when her mother, an 

omnivorous reader, gave her a copy of 
the Leon Uris novel Exodus, a bestseller 
about the Holocaust and the founding of 
Israel, published in 1958.

When she read it, she asked her mother 
to explain. After that, Marshall said, she 
had the compulsion to “learn more and 
more” about her grandmother’s family.

In 2003, Marshall telephoned her 
mother, who was then living in Florida. 
With a pen and notebook in hand, Mar-
shall said to her mother, “I need for you 
to tell me everything that you know.”

In retrospect, if  that conversation 
hadn’t happened, it would have been un-
likely that Marshall would have done any 
subsequent research or travel, she said.

Through a series of steps that included 
online genealogical sites and contact with 
American Jews engaged in similar re-
search, Marshall was able to get in touch 
with a Polish guide who could take her 
and Solomon through sites in and around 
Lodz. Another guide performed a similar 
task in Lithuania.

“I did not feel in Poland or Lithuania 
that we were tourists. We had an agenda 
and we did it right,” Marshall said.

Prior to Marshall’s arrival, the Polish 
guide had been able to determine that Mar-
shall’s great-grandmother Laja Kempinska 
was buried in the largest Jewish cemetery in 
Lodz, and she also had the coordinates of 
the grave. When they arrived at the ceme-
tery, however, Marshall was distressed to 
see that there was no headstone.

“To come all that way, and for there 
not to be a headstone,” she said.

Her guide had found the written re-
cord, which contained the dates of Kem-
pinska’s birth and death, but because she 
had never been to the cemetery didn’t re-
alize there was no marker.

Why that was the case, no one knows. 
Had one existed but been removed? Or 
had there never been one to start? A 
woman overseeing the cemetery told 
Marshall that not having a headstone was 
not that unusual.

There was a grace note of sorts: Laja Kem-
pinska died in 1931, before the invasion by 
Germany and the worst offenses of the Nazi 
occupation, before some of her children and 
grandchildren were killed, before the oblitera-
tion of a people and culture.

Marshall experienced a sense of anti-
climax and disappointment, she acknowl-
edged. There was some information, but 
not a complete record; a burial site but no 
headstone; an uncertainty about how 
present-day inhabitants of Poland and 
Lithuania feel now about what happened 
then. Who was responsible, who was not. 

A lingering feeling of absence and loss.
“It’s so intangible. There’s nothing to tell, 

but maybe that’s the story. They took away 
anything to hold onto,” Marshall said.

What is certain is that being in the plac-
es where family lived, walking down 
streets they walked, made their history 
more palpable.

The losses cut two ways: the destruction 
of a living people and their centuries-old 
culture, and the loss of the people who nev-
er had the chance to be, because of the par-
ents and children who were cut down, end-
ing or shattering millions of family lines.

“My mother had no cousins, no aunts 
or uncles. They were wiped away,” Mar-
shall said.

“I went to pay my respects because no 
one else could do it. I went there for my 
grandmother and mother who couldn’t 
go back and it meant it a lot to me and I 
felt I was there for them.”

During the interview, Marshall pondered 
how the Holocaust could have happened.

“What would it have looked like if  an 
entire nation said, No,” she asked.

Such questions never go away, for peo-
ple like Marshall, for any person whose 
family history has been profoundly al-
tered by genocide, or for a nation’s under-
standing of itself.

A month later, Marshall, pondering over 
the larger meaning of her trip, drew a line 
from the experiences of her long-gone fam-
ily to the events of Aug. 13, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, in which neo-Nazis, mem-
bers of the KKK and other white suprema-
cists marched through the university town 
under the banner “Unite the Right” to pro-
test the planned removal of a statue of the 
Civil War general Robert E. Lee.

Violent confrontations erupted, and 
one woman was killed when a car driven 
by a young white supremacist barreled in-
tentionally into a crowd protesting the 
presence of the young neo-Nazis.

“Those things are not very far away 
from us, even here,” Marshall said.

Nicola Smith can be reached at nsmith@
vnews.com.
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Lithuania continued from page 9

were separated from the women and chil-
dren and over two days at Rosh Hasha-
nah were forced to dig two large pits in 
which they were shot by Germans and 
Lithuanians and buried en masse. 

As I learned more, plans to visit Olke-
niki and Eisheshok began to form, but 
they never jelled until I saw a film at the 
NH Jewish Film Festival in 2016. Raise 
the Roof is a documentary that tells the 
story of the reconstruction of the bimah 
and ceiling of an 18th  century wooden 
synagogue in Poland, which, like all the 
others in Jewish towns all over Russia 
and Poland, including Olkeniki, are now 
destroyed. The reconstructed interior is 
full of vibrant, colorful designs of flow-
ers, imaginary animals, and religious 
texts and is installed in the POLIN Mu-
seum of the History of Polish Jews in 
Warsaw. I saw the film with Beverly Mar-
shall, whose grandmother had emigrated 
from Poland to the United States in 1913. 
[For more on Beverly Marshall’s story, 
see “Grantham Woman Searches for 
Traces of Her Family in Poland” in this 
issue, reprinted from the Valley News.] 
We did not know that the synagogues in 
so many tiny towns were so elegantly and 
vibrantly decorated. Seeing the film in-
spired us to go to Warsaw to see the re-
construction, to try to find places in Po-
land where her family lived and where 
her great-grandmother was buried, and 
to see Olkeniki.

Beverly found a guide who discovered 
the location of her great-grandmother’s 
grave in the Jewish cemetery in Lodz and 
the names of the towns where her grand-
mother, Laicha Kempinska, was born 
and where her grandfather came from. 
The cemetery staff  located the grave by 
the names of those buried nearby, but, 
sadly, there was no stone on her great 
grandmother’s grave; and no vestiges of 
Jewish life in the towns. 

Regina, our guide in Lithuania, met us 
at our hotel in Vilnius on a beautiful, 
sunny Sunday morning, and I drove a 
rental car the 33 miles to Olkeniki. Out-
side of Vilnius, the land is flat, with few 
towns and wide fields on either side of 
the road, with thick forests punctuating 
the horizon and sometimes lining the 
road. Just outside Olkeniki we stopped at 
a small settlement with one narrow cob-
blestone street and small one-story 
wooden houses, which, despite fresh 
coats of paint and new windows and 
roofs, look much like the ones that my 
grandmother must have known. Regina 
explained that this was typical of many 
small settlements in the area for which 

Olkeniki was the market town. She ap-
proached a man perched on a bicycle in 
his front yard and asked him if  he knew 
anyone who remembers what it was like 
before World War II. He called his father 
from his house, who introduced himself  
as Jouzas Saulenas; he told us he was 
born in 1932, so he was nine years old 
when the Germans invaded in 1941. To 
my astonishment, he said he remembered 
my uncle, Avram Lieb. He said he ran an 
inn on the market square and told us 
where it was. This was consistent with his 
address in the yizkor book. When we 
went to “downtown” Olkeniki, we found 
the former location of the inn. Jouzas ex-
plained that a Russian bomb destroyed 
the synagogue and many buildings on the 
market square.

Just outside Olkeniki, across a small 
river and some distance over a rutted 
road, is the Jewish cemetery, where my 
maternal great-grandparents are buried. 
I learned from Regina that Benjamin 
Barg died in 1914, age 73, and his wife 
Bayla died in 1919 at age 70. We hoped to 
find their graves among the 500-600 
marked with stones. Regina was able to 
read the names and dates on the stones, 
but we could not find the Bargs. Never-
theless, the cemetery was unmolested and 
very peaceful. 

From the cemetery, we drove to Eishy-
shok along the same road the Jews of 
Olkeniki were forced to walk over several 
days. In Eishyshok, we visited the memo-
rials erected over the mass graves of the 
2,500 women and children and 1,500 men 
murdered by the Nazis and their Lithua-
nian collaborators. 

I achieved the primary goal of my trip 
-- to experience in person the place where 
part of my family came from and had 
lived for several generations, to see for 
myself  some remnant of the Ashkenazic 
culture that formed my Jewish identity 
and still reverberates today in ourselves 
and our communities. I also had some in-
sight into the difficult daily life of the 
Jews in these little towns, making a mea-
ger living, treated like outsiders in an of-
ten hostile culture, conditions which 
prompted millions to risk much to go far 
away. But I was struck by the contrast be-
tween that life and those conditions and 
the spiritual life expressed in the joyful, 
exuberant interior of the reconstructed 
synagogue, alive with color and magic. 
What was the source of the energy that 
kept that flame alive and burning? 

Steve Solomon lives in Manchester and 
is a retired attorney and a past president 
of the Federation. 
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Refugee and Immigrant Experience 
Explored at Etz Hayim Synagogue
Derry — On November 2, at 7 PM, Etz 

Hayim Synagogue  in collaboration with 
the International Institute of New Eng-
land (IINE) will present “New Hamp-
shire: A Home For All.” Join us as we 
share stories, histories, and experiences of 
local refugee and immigrant families in 
New Hampshire, and learn how IINE and 
faith-based communities help new Ameri-
cans rebuild their lives and strengthen 
their new communities. 

The speakers will include Jeffrey Thiel-
man, president and CEO of IINE; Am-
dou Hamady, Manchester site director of 
IINE; three recently arrived refugees; Ka-
thie Ragsdale, freelance editor and writer; 

and Miriam Gitterman, moderator. The 
program is sponsored  by the William 
Einhorn Interfaith Education Fund and 
is presented at Etz Hayim Synagogue as 
part of its ongoing continuing education 
program. 

The program is free and open to the 
public, although donations to Etz Hay-
im Synagogue to allow it to present oth-
er interesting programs are appreciated. 
There will be light refreshments. For 
questions and RSVP (not necessary, but 
appreciated), please contact Miriam at 
nhhomeforallrsvp@comcast.net. Etz 
Hayim Synagogue is located at  1 ½ 
Hood Road, Derry, New Hampshire.

LimmudBoston Is Not 
Just for Educators

Newton, MA — What is LimmudBos-
ton? Limmud translates from Hebrew to 
mean learning. It is a Jewish one-of-a-
kind learning festival of culture and iden-
tity. It is a way for the community to gath-
er and celebrate all the richness that Juda-
ism has to offer, with something for every-
one, from beginners to scholars and those 
in between. LimmudBoston offers inspi-
ration and education with storytelling and 
music but also meditation and study of 
Torah and Talmud. 

LimmudBoston is happening this year 
on Sunday, December 3, from 9 AM to 
5:30 PM at Temple Reyim, 1860 Washing-
ton Street, Newton, MA.

LimmudBoston is part of  an interna-
tional movement that has similar con-
ferences in 82 locations around the 
world. It is a chance to experience cook-
ing demonstrations and performance art 
and craft projects. It is a day to discuss 
Torah and Pirkei Avot, history and cur-
rent events. It is an all-day event with 
multiple sessions happening every hour 
all day. Come for the whole day or just 
for some of  the sessions. There is some-
thing for everyone: Adult lifelong learn-
ers and children both have entertain-

ment and learning opportunities. There 
is Family Limmud so children can en-
joy the day while their parents are ex-
panding their horizons.

Thanks to the Covenant Foundation, 
one of the special highlights this year 
will be cartoonist and teacher Hanan 
Harchol. Hanan's creations address psy-
chological, sociological, and ethical 
themes through narrative animation. 

Volunticipate is the core value of Lim-
mud: Everyone is a volunteer, from the 
people coordinating the conference day 
to all the contributing educators leading 
each session. This is an exciting way to 
bring together the cream of the crop of 
educators and those who just like to 
share their knowledge with all of the cu-
rious learners of New England. Come 
join the fun. 

Adult registration is $54 for the full 
day. Children ($10 for ages 3-13) must 
be accompanied by parents. Young 
adults (who sign up to volunteer) may 
attend for $25. Visit Limmudboston.org 
for more information and signups. 
Please write info@LimmudBoston.org 
in case of  financial hardship (no one is 
turned away).

New Monthly Group Builds 
Learning and Community for 
Young Children and Parents

Manchester — Nitnutzim K'tanim (He-
brew for “Small Sparks”) is a sparkly, new 
once-a-month learning opportunity for 
children 3-5 years old and their parents/
caregivers at Temple Adath Yeshurun, 
Manchester. The program is open to the 
community ($36 fee for ALL the sessions) 
to spend time with other families in play, 
community/chavurah, Jewish storytelling, 
creative exploration,  oneg  (snack), and 
seasonal holiday celebrations. Children 
will be nurtured by the joyful environ-
ment, and parents will find support in 
community, learning through observation 
and sharing. Families will deepen their 
own intuitive knowledge and discover new 
ways of celebrating being Jewish through 
these sessions. Nitznutzim K'tanim strives 

to create soul-nourishing, spiritual-
learning experiences that will enrich and 
extend your family connections, rituals, 
celebrations, and values-based learning.

The facilitator is Jacqueline Serebrani-
Kesner (www.creativeartsenrichment.
org), an interdisciplinary and expressive 
arts educator who strives to provide a 
thoughtfully guided process that ignites 
an interest in learning and frees partici-
pants into a place of imagining and cre-
ative expression. All sessions will take 
place on Sundays, 10:30 AM to 12 noon. 
Upcoming dates are 11/19, 12/10  , 1/21, 
2/11, 3/11  (10-11 AM due to the Purim 
Carnival, beginning at 11), 4/1, and 5/5. 
For information, please email Stacy Gar-
nick at eddirectorTAY@gmail.com.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!

Guy Mendilow Ensemble 
Returns to Boston Area

Cambridge, MA — The 
Guy Mendilow Ensemble 
will be back in New Eng-
land this fall, performing 
at Club Passim in Cam-
bridge, MA, on November 
30. They are presenting a 
musical dramatic concert 
made up of songs, music, 
and storytelling of forgot-
ten worlds.

Having received a grant from the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts for the creation 
of art that meets the highest standards of 
excellence, public engagement with diverse 
and excellent art, and the strengthening of 
communities through the arts, the Guy 
Mendilow Ensemble is again performing 
Tales From a Forgotten Kingdom.

Many in New Hampshire will remem-
ber The Guy Mendilow Ensemble from its 
NH concerts as part of the Boston Jewish 
Music Festival. The group performed at 
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua in 2013 
and again at Temple Israel Portsmouth 
with the Philadelphia Girls’ Choir in 2016. 
Their musical style is a combination of 
Ladino and Sephardic, bringing the audi-
ence traditional Sephardi songs from Sa-
rajevo, Salonica, and Rhodes sung in the 
endangered Judeo Spanish language, La-
dino. The group is made up of talented 
young musicians from many countries, in-
cluding Israel, Argentina, Palestine, and 
the United States.

The product of years of performance, 
research, and revision, The Forgotten 
Kingdom intertwines music and storytell-
ing to conjure an imagi-nation lost to 
war and upheaval, recorded in a lan-
guage that blends archaic Spanish with 
Arabic, Turkish, Hebrew, and Greek. 
“As far as I know, The Forgotten King-
dom is America’s first semi-theatrical 
touring production made of Ladino 
songs from Balkan and Mediterranean 
communities destroyed in WWII,” says 
Mendilow. “It’s an evocative trek 
through former Ottoman lands, an alle-
gory that ultimately begs some questions 
about ourselves today, and the ways 
these stories continue to play out, in a 
modern guise.” Mendilow and ensemble 
get the adventure to burst “with artistry, 
refinement, and excitement" (Hebrew 
Union College).

Follow the Guy Mendilow Ensemble 
to Passim in Cambridge and get swept 
away by the musical experience.
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BECOME A FRIEND
OF THE FESTIVAL

Support  the  2018 New  Hampshire 
Jewish Film Festival

Contributions accepted by check mailed to:
JFNH

66 Hanover Street, Suite 300, Manchester, NH 03101
or by calling the office at (603) 627-7679
Sponsorship Opportunities are available
for this highly anticipated cultural event.

For details, contact Patricia Kalik at (603) 627-7679
or email info@jewishnh.org .

YES, I want to support the 10th Annual NH 
Jewish Film Festival and be a Friend of the Festival

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Contribution:   $25     $50     $100     $180-$249

Playing in Theaters 
Statewide

Manchester, Merrimack
Concord, Portsmouth

 Keene, Hanover

nhjewishfilmfestival.org

Bringing the Power of Kol Nidre 
to the Jews of Puerto Rico

By Stephen Soreff, MD 

Derry — Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and 
Maria have brought unprecedented death, 
devastation, and destruction to parts of 
the United States and the Caribbean. The 
timing of these storms could not have 
been more disastrous to the Jewish com-
munities, coming just as the High Holi-
days began. In response, Etz Hayim mem-
bers started to raise funds for hard-hit 
synagogues in affected areas. 

Then the members found out that the 
Jews and the synagogues of Puerto Rico 
were particularly shattered by the twin as-
saults of Irma and Maria and that our 
synagogue has a connection with a temple 
there. Etz Hayim’s Amy Dattner-Levy, wife 
of Rabbi Peter Levy, had been the visiting 
cantorial soloist at Temple Beth Shalom, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, for 28 years . That 
congregation is affiliated with the Reform 
Movement located in the Santurce section 
of San Juan. She learned that that syna-
gogue had no power or water and sustained 
a damaged roof. Furthermore, Amy dis-
covered that for first time in their 50-year 
history, Temple Beth Shalom of Puerto 
Rico did not hold Rosh Hashanah services 
on the first day of the holiday. The congre-
gation did have second day services, led by 
Rabbi Norman Patz, and 15 people made 
their way to the synagogue despite their 
own difficulties.  They also had Shabbat 
Shuvah services on Saturday morning.

Amy brought this situation to members 
of the Etz Hayim congregation. This rev-
elation caused the Etz Hayim community 
to explore options for offering assistance. 
With a mangled infrastructure; no elec-

tricity, water, or internet service; no way 
to distribute goods; and no ATM ma-
chines to withdraw money, that congre-
gation found itself  at a loss. Former EHS 
president Jay Madnick offered the fol-
lowing suggestion: If  people cannot get 
to Kol Nidre services on Friday, we 
should find a way to get Kol Nidre to 
them. Combining Madnick's knowledge 
with the hands-on skills of Wayne Kurtz-
man's (another former president of the 
congregation), Etz Hayim Synagogue 
streamed its Erev Yom Kippur, Kol Ni-
dre service by creating a Facebook Live 
event. As a result. Etz Hayim was able to 
broadcast the entire Kol Nidre service 
live. Here is the link to see the service. 
https://www.facebook.com/EtzHayim-
Derry/videos/vb.453487238021356/1475
357632500973/?type=2&theater&comm
ent_id=1475370789166324&notif_
t=like&notif_id=1506736896796030

The ideas was that even if  the folk in 
Puerto Rico did not have power, they 
could see and hear it when their power 
was restored. One of the great advantag-
es of the broadcast was that others who 
were homebound at that time could be 
part of the Kol Nidre worship. In fact, 
453 people viewed a portion of the ser-
vice from Puerto Rico, Long Island, Cal-
ifornia, Florida, and Maryland, as well 
as other locations. 

As a post script, the Conservative con-
gregation in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in-
vited the members of Temple Beth Sha-
lom to attend their Kol Nidre and Yom 
Kippur services, and the curfew in San 
Juan was extended until 9 PM that Fri-
day night, making attendance possible. 

Live streaming Kol Nidre services via Facebook to homebound hurricane victims and 
others unable to attend in person were (left to right) Jay Madnick, Rabbi Peter Levy, 
Hazzan Al Sandler, and Steve Soreff.
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Manchester — With the exception of 
holiday conflicts and summer break, 
NH4Israel has again begun hosting talks 
with refreshments at Manchester's Temple 
Israel (TIM) at 6:30 PM on at least one 
Wednesday each month. If other venues 
and weekdays are scheduled, word of the 
change will be publicized (generally 
emailed) in advance, as well as posted on 
the calendar of events at NH4Israel.org. 
NH4Israel guest speakers address current 
issues surrounding the state of Israel as 
well as historical analyses of topics such as 
the Diaspora, Jew-hatred, and Zionism.

On September 27, NH4Israel hosted 
Dr. Michael Miller of Goffstown, who 
gave a talk about Jewish veterans whose 
story would be in time for a Veteran’s 
Day article in The Reporter’s November 
edition. He recollected his life growing 
up in the military as an “Army brat” 
(originally a derogatory term, now what 
children of military members jokingly 

NH4Israel Focuses on Stories of Jewish Veterans
call themselves) as well as anecdotes of 
his father’s and uncles’ service in the Sec-
ond World War. Dr. Miller also retired as 
Colonel (Medical Corps-Flight Surgeon) 
from the NH Air National Guard at 
Pease Base, Portsmouth, so he was able 
to tell his own military story as well.

One of Dr. Miller’s uncles, Henry, 
found that it was easier for an American 
Jew to get into medical school in Germa-
ny than in the United States, which had 
quotas for accepting Jews in the 1930s. 
Starting his medical education in Ger-
many, Henry finished it in Switzerland 
after Germany stopped educating Jews. 
He joined the Massachusetts National 
Guard as a Medical Officer and was mo-
bilized just after Pearl Harbor in Decem-
ber, 1941, and later saw action with the 
1st Marine Division at Guadalcanal.

Dr. Miller’s father, Keven, and Keven’s 
brother Ted were drafted in 1943, al-
though they were older and new fathers. 

Serendipitously, they went through basic 
training together and were able to send 
photos of themselves back to an anxious 
family looking for news of their wellbe-
ing. Because Keven had some college and 
could do shorthand and type, he was as-
signed to an office rather than an infan-
try unit and went from draftee to MSgt 
in a record 44 days. 

One anecdote recounted by the Miller 
family and worthy of a comedian’s punch 
line is the episode when Sergeant Keven 
Miller received a call from a finishing 
school close by his base in Alabama. The 
school was interested in having young 
men come to a dance with their belles. 
The school’s headmistress requested Ser-
geant Miller to “be sure not to send any 
Jew boys.” Sergeant Miller dutifully 
obeyed and sent a busload of African 
American soldiers! 

After the war, Sergeant Miller decided 
to make the military a career and was as-

signed to various U.S. Embassies in the 
Defense Attaché Office, completing his 
career as an ROTC instructor at Penn 
State. During this time, young Michael 
Miller went to schools in the capitals 
where his father worked and experienced 
no anti-Semitism.

After Dr. Miller’s talk, an Israeli-
American in the audience looked back at 
some of his experiences in the IDF and 
with Dr. Miller noted similarities and dif-
ferences in the functioning of the Israeli 
Reserve forces and the American Reserve 
Units and National Guard.

More lectures and educational films on 
Israel are planned for the 2017-2018 sea-
son. NH4Israel is planning a second an-
nual springtime run-jog-walkathon race 
in Derry, again for the benefit of Hadas-
sah Hospital in Israel. Find out more 
about NH4Israel and sign up for email 
updates on guest speakers and hosted 
events at NH4Israel.org.

Manchester — The first TAY Brother-
hood meeting of  the 2017-2018 year was 
held at Temple Adath Yeshurun on 
Tuesday night, September 5. We started 
off  with a nosh, including chicken 
wings, hot dogs, salad, fruit, pastry, and 
soft drinks. At the beginning of  the 
business part of  the evening, we held a 
moment of  silence honoring the memo-
ries of  past president Lee Dorson and 
long-time friend Dennis Pizzimenti.

We voted to make a contribution to the 
Greater Houston Jewish Federation to 
help with hurricane relief. We then dis-
cussed our programs for the upcoming 
year. On Sunday, October 1, we planned 
to build the TAY sukkah, once more un-
der the able leadership of Herlicka Con-
struction Company, with assistance by 
Bob Katchen. There was no Candidates 
Breakfast scheduled this October, as 
there are no statewide or national elec-
tions this year. Our next event will be our 
Brotherhood Breakfast on Sunday, No-
vember 19, at 10 AM. We are very fortu-
nate to have a presentation by TAY’s own 
Dr. William Kassler, Deputy Health Of-
ficer and Lead Population Health Officer 
with IBM Watson. His topic will be “The 
Role of Artificial Intelligence in Health 
Care: Present and Future.” The event is 
open to all. There is no charge for attend-
ing, but please call the TAY office at 669-

TAY Brotherhood 
Is Off and Running!

5650 to reserve a place (so that we don’t 
run out of food).

Sunday, December 17, will see the Joel 
Gordon-led (and much anticipated by 
children and adults alike) Chanukah Par-
ty. The 2017 year will end up with our 
traditional many-year-old Mitzvah Pro-
gram, which allows time off  to our Chris-
tian friends at various functions on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. As 
usual, we will help at New Horizons 
Soup Kitchen on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, cover the information 
desks at Elliot Hospital and Catholic 
Medical Center, deliver luncheon platters 
to the Police and Fire Departments of 
Manchester and Bedford, run the Bingo 
program at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, and deliver meals on wheels.

At our October 2 meeting, we mourn-
ed the passing of  Muriel Broad, wife of 
long-time Brotherhood member Ed 
Broad, a woman who contributed so 
much to her community, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, throughout the years. We 
voted to make contributions to the syn-
agogue on the island of  St. Thomas and 
to the Jewish Community Center of  San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, to help with relief  ef-
forts in these communities, as we had 
the month before for Houston. 

We will be keeping busy. Stay tuned 
for future developments.

Keeping you connected
eNEWS

jewishnh.org

By Linda S Trapasso

Nashua — Are you a military veteran 
or currently serving in the military? Do 
you have a family member who served or 
is serving in the military? The TBA Life 
Long Learning Committee is proud to 
honor and thank all military veterans 
and personnel who have a connection to 
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua.

This program is Saturday, November 
11, at 9:30 AM during Shabbat morning 
services and at the Kiddush luncheon fol-
lowing services.

We have a form that military veterans or 
personnel can fill out, or family members 
can fill out on behalf of a loved one who 
currently is serving or who completed 
their service, whether in the United States, 
Israel, or another country. We also want 

Veterans to Be Honored 
at Temple Beth Abraham

to honor family members who served but 
are no longer living; family members also 
can complete a form for them.

The veterans’ form is on the TBA web 
site (www.tbanashua.org) and must be 
returned no later than November 6.

If  you know a Temple Beth Abraham 
member who served in the military and 
whose family may have moved from the 
area, we would appreciate hearing from 
you so that we may contact and honor 
them as well. 

Please call Laura Horowitz 459-3636 
or Jeff  Masors 883-3101 with any infor-
mation you may have. To RSVP for the 
luncheon, contact the Office at 883-8184, 
email office@tbanashua.org, or visit 
www.tbanashua.org. Temple Beth Abra-
ham is located at 4 Raymond St, Nashua, 
NH 03064.
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By Art Rosen

Newbury — The October meeting of 
the Sunapee-Kearsarge Jewish Commu-
nity was truly memorable. It could be 
said that the speaker, Rev. Dr. Kathleen 
Rusnak, outdrew both the Patriots and 
the Red Sox, at least in religious circles. 
Some 40 people, members of the S-K JC 
and area churches, gathered to hear Rev. 
Kathleen speak of “A New Understand-
ing of Christianity through Judaism.”

Rev. Kathleen began by noting that 
the blank page between the Old and 
New Testaments suggests a rupture in 
Jewish history and contributes to the 
theory that Judaism ended when Chris-
tianity began. Instead, Rev. Kathleen 
noted, it was a rich period with four ac-
tive Jewish schools of  thought and with 
Jesus akin to many of  the followers of 
Hillel in his views and in contention 
with most of  the followers of  Shammai. 

Speaker Offers a New 
Understanding of Christianity 

Through Judaism
Importantly, disputes such as those not-
ed in the gospels were not between the 
first Christians and the Jews; they were 
intra-Jewish family disputes.

Rev. Kathleen described the first fol-
lowers of  Jesus as being Jewish and 
that following the destruction of  the 
Second Temple, early Christianity was 
a Jewish movement paralleling Rabbin-
ic Judaism. She noted that the rebirth 
of  the State of  Israel, even more than 
the Holocaust, led Christian churches 
to rethink their theology, as the Jewish 
return to Israel was not to take place 
until the end times. In Catholic Church 
thinking, for instance, there is now an 
understanding that God’s covenant 
with the Jews is a living covenant not 
replaced by Christianity.

Rev. Kathleen concluded by urging 
that Christians understand the essential 
Jewishness of Jesus and reclaim their ir-
revocable Jewish connection. 

Manchester — The next chapter meet-
ing of Manchester Hadassah will be on 
held on Thursday, November 9, at 1 PM, 
in the community room located at 1400 
Front Street, Manchester. All are welcome 
to attend. The chapter will conduct a tick-
et drawing at an ad hoc meeting prior to 
Chanukah. Tickets cost $5 each or five 
tickets for $20. The first-place winner will 
receive a $100 gift certificate and the sec-
ond-place winner will receive a $50 gift 
certificate for a restaurant of their choice. 
All proceeds will go to the Sarah Wetsman 
Davidson Tower in Jerusalem. 

Save the date for next year’s annual 
brunch at the Manchester Country Club, 
to be held on Sunday, June 24. Addition-
al information will follow.

Hadassah’s latest fundraising cam-
paign benefits Young Judaea scholar-
ships. With a donation to Hadassah of at 
least $118 (includes shipping), you can 
receive a beautiful tzedakah (charity) 
box, made especially for Hadassah by 
artist Gary Rosenthal. You will help give 

Manchester Hadassah Plans 
Campaigns and Events

an American child a Young Judaea expe-
rience in Israel. 

In honor of the 70th anniversary of 
the State of Israel, the 100th anniversary 
of HMO (Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion), the 100th anniversary of the School 
of Nursing, and the 100th anniversary of 
HMO's Department of Ophthalmology, 
Hadassah is proud to announce new dis-
counted rates for all missions in 2018. 
Touring Israel with Hadassah is a power-
ful cultural, emotional, and spiritual ad-
venture. It’s a journey through the distant 
past, vibrant present, and a look into Is-
rael’s future. There are several missions 
to choose from. Contact the Missions 
Department at missions@hadassah.org 
or (800)237-1517. Now is your chance to 
visit Israel and to celebrate with Hadas-
sah for less. 

For additional information about Ha-
dassah or donating to Young Judaea, 
please contact Michele Bank, chapter 
president, at Michele.bank@gmail.com 
or 488-5657.

Book Review Reviewed by Merle Carrus

I grew up in a Conservative Jewish 
home in the 1960s. We celebrated the ma-
jor holidays. I sat in synagogue on the 
high holidays, playing with the tzitzit on 
my father’s tallit to pass the time. Our 
family would have two seders and eat 
matzah for eight days to observe the 
mitzvot of Passover, and we would light 
the candles and open presents every night 
during Chanukah. That was the extent of 
my Jewish education as a child. 

My real Jewish education has been as an 
adult. I have become an enthusiastic and 
eager learner of the traditions and com-
mandments of Judaism. I look for all kinds 
of ways to learn about the religion and the 
reasons we practice it. I am thirsty to un-
derstand our observances and the reasons 
behind them. I get excited with each new 
tradition or practice I learn about.

In that quest, I have become a devoted fol-
lower of Rabbi Shai Held. He is the presi-
dent and dean of the Mechon Hadar in New 
York City, an educational institution that 
empowers Jews to create and sustain vibrant, 
practicing, egalitarian communities of To-
rah learning, prayer, and service.

Shai Held’s Heart of Torah: Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion 
Is Inspiring and Thought-Provoking

Having heard Shai 
speak at a number of syn-
agogues and other venues, 
I find his interpretations 
of Torah and Judaism to 
be impactful and relevant 
to our modern world. Shai 
has also found an “en-
chantment” in learning 
and teaching Torah. He has written two 
volumes of Heart of Torah: Essays on the 
Weekly Torah Portion (Jewish Publication 
Society, 2017) to share his love of Torah. In 
these two volumes, he has written inspira-
tional and thought-provoking essays about 
each of the weekly Torah portions. 

Shai states in the Introduction, “Writing 
the essays that make up these two volumes 
has been a labor of abiding love; it would 
be impossible for me to convey the joy and 
delight I took in producing them week af-
ter week. I pray that my love of Torah is 
evident in these essays; more than that, I 
pray that this love is contagious.”

Judaism is a religion of debate and dis-
cussion. These essays give us a chance to 
enter a discussion with the author in our 

minds. The Torah, Shai 
believes, lays out a blue-
print for what our lives 
should look like. Shai be-
lieves strongly in the mes-
sages of the Torah, and 
each of these essays share 
his personal interpreta-
tions. He talks a lot about 

the G-d who loves his people; how G-d 
cares for the widow, the orphan, and the 
stranger; and that we must always remem-
ber that once we were strangers in the land 
of Egypt (Exodus 23:9).

Shai also does not avoid the subjects in 
the Torah that he finds morally or theologi-
cally disturbing. He is willing to probe the 
topics to which there are no easy answers. 
He says in the Introduction, “My concern 
is less with defending the Torah than with 
understanding it and wrestling with it.” 

When Shai spoke at Temple Emanuel 
in Newton, MA, as he was promoting his 
books, he said, “The world is a deeply 
ambiguous place and hard to make sense 
of. What I try to do is to describe what 
the world looks like if  you wear a certain 

pair of lenses. Then I would say, if  that 
view you get borrowing these lenses is 
compelling you are welcome to them.”

The idea of looking at the Torah por-
tions with new, modern day lenses has 
made this set of books an important addi-
tion to my bookshelf and one that I will 
take down and read each Shabbat to give 
me a better understanding of the Torah 
portion of the week. It also enables me to 
continue the conversation started centu-
ries ago by the rabbis and scholars. So if  
you feel you are missing that strong con-
nection to the meaning of Torah in your 
everyday life, seek out the Heart of Torah: 
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion, vol-
umes 1 and 2. They will help make Torah 
feel really relevant to your life today.

Rabbi Shai Held is president, dean, 
and Chair of Jewish Thought at Mechon 
Hadar and directs its Center of Jewish 
Leadership and Ideas in New York City. 
He is the author of Abraham Joshua Hes-
chel: The Call of Transcendence and a re-
cipient of the Covenant Award for excel-
lence in Jewish education.
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Ex-Combatants Paint Picture of Peace

By Joel Berman

The first week of this trip to Israel, my 
third since the 2014 Gaza war, was bru-
tally depressing. Political positions had 
hardened. Leaders weren’t talking with 
one another. Fear and mistrust crept into 
every conversation.

The Israeli tour guide who led Temple 
Beth Jacob’s congregational trip three 
years ago was so unnerved by the recent 
rash of Palestinian stabbings that she 
hadn’t ventured into the Old City for 
months. My Palestinian friends despaired 
over the ever-creeping annexation of 
their villages and farms by neighboring 
Israeli settlements. Hopelessness hung in 
the air, sapping my spirit. 

On November 10, 2016, my hope re-
turned.

“Combatants for Peace is not part-time. 
You live it. You breathe it.” The speaker 
was Larry Lester, a former IDF officer 
and transplanted Montrealer who came to 
Israel at age 20 because of his belief in the 
absolute necessity for a Jewish homeland.

“Combatants for Peace is my message 
and my life,” added his Palestinian coun-

terpart, Riyad al Halees, a Palestinian ex-
militant who’s committed his life to non-
violent peace activism. 

I was one of 11 North Americans sitting 
under a makeshift canopy in a sun-
bleached field near the West Bank village 
of Beit Jala. As delegates of The Compas-
sionate Listening Project, we listened rapt-
ly for 90 minutes as Larry and Riyad told 
us their personal stories and described the 
mission of Combatants for Peace, a joint 
Israeli-Palestinian organization whose 
members believe that lasting peace will 
only come when each side recognizes the 
humanity of the other. The organization’s 
work has generated a 2018 Nobel Peace 
Prize nomination for its co-founders, Chen 
Alon and Sulaiman Khatib. 

Members view the 50-year Israeli mili-
tary occupation of the West Bank as their 
common enemy. Larry explained, “80% 
of Israelis don't understand what the oc-
cupation is and the price that both sides 
pay for its continuation. An Israeli can 
live 10 minutes away from Palestinian vil-
lages and not know a thing about what's 
going on. Raising awareness is a difficult 
task because not many Israelis want to 
look at what’s happening.” 

Riyad told us, “Larry is not my enemy. 
The people who live in Tel Aviv are not my 
enemy. My enemy is the occupation. My en-
emy is the settlements. My enemy is [the 
IDF] thinking every day and night how to 
put me in jail. My enemy wants to stop my 

active nonviolence against this occupation.”
Riyad continued, “We are Palestinians 

fighting for our freedom. And they are 
soldiers who are refusing to be part of the 
system. They want to show their society 
there is a Palestinian partner for peace.”

Moved beyond words by their personal 
stories and stirred by the organization’s 
heroic work, I vowed to spread their mes-
sage when I returned to New Hampshire. 
Steve Apkon, a New York film producer 
and director, made my task easier by pro-
ducing the award-winning film Disturbing 
the Peace, which describes the history 
and work of this remarkable organiza-
tion. The film’s website summarizes its 
story line: “Disturbing the Peace follows 
former enemy combatants -- Israeli sol-
diers from elite units and Palestinian 
fighters, many of whom served years in 
prison -- who have joined together to 
challenge the status quo. The film reveals 
their transformational journeys from sol-
diers committed to armed battle to non-
violent peace activists, leading to the cre-
ation of Combatants for Peace. The mov-
ie challenges ... us to understand the nar-
ratives we live within ... and decide what 
role we are going to play in creating a 
more humane world ... and it starts with 
our willingness to disturb the peace.”

Two days after listening to Riyad and 
Larry, we met in Bethlehem with Sami 
Awad, the executive director of Holy 
Land Trust. Sami offered us a powerful 

metaphor for understanding why the 
Oslo Accords failed -- not because of its 
stipulations but because it was built upon 
the existential fears of both communities, 
separating and segregating each side rath-
er than bringing people together. 

Sami compared Oslo with the frame of 
the Mona Lisa. “When I saw it, I thought, 
that’s a beautiful frame, but the Mona 
Lisa is the art. For the last 50 years, the 
world community has been arguing about 
the frame. There has to be a frame, but 
what does the art of peace look like?” 

The Combatants are painting that pic-
ture, showing the world what the art of 
peaceful coexistence looks like. Disturb-
ing the Peace offers a glimpse into that 
fiercely creative and courageous process. 

Joel Berman is a retired physician and a 
congregant of Temple Beth Jacob in Concord.

Disturbing the Peace will be shown 
at Red River Cinema in Concord on 
Sunday, December 3, at 2 PM. Tick-
ets are $10 and will be available after 
November 1 at the box office or on-
line at www.redrivertheatres.org. Fol-
lowing the movie, Chen Alon and Su-
leiman al-Khatib, cofounders of 
Combatants For Peace and co-nomi-
nees for the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize, 
will entertain audience questions and 
comments via Skype. 

The Opinion Page offers members of 
the NH Jewish community the opportu-
nity to share their experiences and points 
of view on current topics. The opinions 
expressed in this article are those of the 
writer and do not reflect those of JFNH.

By Norman J. Silber

The October edition of The New 
Hampshire Jewish Reporter contained an 
“opinion” piece by someone purporting 
to be speaking for what she called “J 
Street NH,” and which tried to set forth 
in what I consider to be a fuzzy way why 
Israel should turn the other cheek to 
those whose avowed mission is to kill all 
the Jews and destroy the State of Israel. 
It is important for as many people as 
possible -- Jews and non-Jews alike -- to 
understand what “J Street” really is and 
what it is really about.

If  you Google J Street, likely because 
they have paid someone to optimize the 
search results to show them in the first re-
sults, you will see among the first few en-
tries by that organization that it suppos-
edly is the “Political Home for Pro-Israel, 
Pro-Peace Americans,” and that “Peace is 
possible -- Support a two-state solution.” 
But there are many aspects of J Street 

J Street: A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing
that it does not disclose to a casual read-
er who might think they are hearing from 
a reasonable pro-Israel organization, 
which it is not.

Thanks to Paul Miller of The Hill and 
Aiden Pink of The Tower, the following 
are some relevant facts about J Street:
• It’s no secret that some of the most ve-

hemently anti-Israel money is behind J 
Street, most notably billionaire George 
Soros, who once referred to his teenage 
years confiscating the property of Jews 
as "the happiest time of my life."

• Add the wallets of donors such as 
Genevieve Lynch, former board mem-
ber of The National Iranian American 
Council, also known as the voice of the 
mullahs in Tehran, and Mehmet Cele-
bi, who co-produced the abhorrently 
anti-Semitic film Valley of the Wolves, 
and you have a money trail that resem-
bles funding for Hamas, not anything 
that would support the safety and se-
curity of Jews.

• Advocates for the Jewish state have 
failed to fully expose where J Street’s 
money goes. But J Street’s own website 
reveals its anti-Israel agenda -- finan-
cial output -- supporting elected offi-
cials and candidates that support U.S. 
taxpayers funding Hamas, contraven-
ing Israel’s basic right to defend her-
self.

• Among the candidates J Street has en-
dorsed were the minority voices saying 
no to Israeli security. Reps. Keith Elli-
son (D-Minn.), Zoe Lofgren (D-Ca-
lif.), and Walter Jones (R-N.C.) -- all J 
Street-endorsed officials -- voted 
against funding the Iron Dome missile 
protection system for Israel. Other J 
Street endorsees abstained from sup-
porting the Jewish state.

• J Street supported Rep. Gerry Con-
nolly (D-Va.), who recently defended 
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood and ad-
vocated continuing U.S. taxpayer fund-
ing for Hamas as part of the Palestin-

ian Unity Government.
• J Street claims on its website to en-

dorse only candidates who support aid 
to a Palestinian government “that re-
nounces violence, recognizes Israel’s 
right to exist, and honors past agree-
ments between Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority.” Yet they proudly en-
dorsed Connolly as well as Rep. David 
Price (D-N.C.), who lead the campaign 
to put U.S. tax dollars in the hands of 
Hamas, the U.S.-designated terror 
group that refuses to change its char-
ter. “Obliterating” Israel and murder-
ing Jews is still their goal.

• Although on the surface, J Street pro-
claims that it is “pro-Israel,” under the 
table J Street and its allies are funding 
trips for Jewish college students to go 
to Ramallah and pay homage at the 
tomb of Yassir Arafat, the father of 
modern day terrorism and probably 

J Street continued on page 17
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J Street continued from page 16

the greatest mass murderer of Jews in 
the second half  of the 20th century.

• On college campuses, J Street partners 
with the rabidly anti-Semitic Students 
for Justice in Palestine (SJP), a group in 
the forefront of the anti-Israel boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions movement. 
An SJP document recently uncovered 
by the education watchdog group AM-
CHA Initiative reveals SJP plans to tar-
get, ostracize, harass, and silence pro-
Israel students. These are the bigots that 
J Street deems “pro-Israel, pro-peace.”
As George Santayana has been quoted 

as saying, “Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it.” Let 

us not forget the history of past so-called 
negotiations between Israel and the so-
called Palestinians: 

Over more than five centuries, Jews 
have been targeted for destruction by 
various groups for one reason and one 
reason only -- that they are Jews. The 
Jewish State of Israel has spent the blood 
of many of Jews and much of its treasure 
to establish itself  and protect its way of 
life. Its only desire is to live in peace and 
be left alone by its neighbors. Israelis 
fought and died to capture the Sinai, the 
Gaza Strip, the Golan, and the West 
Bank of the Jordan. It gave up the Sinai 
and the Gaza Strip for a promise of 
peace, which never really materialized.

Muriel Broad
Muriel Broad, (née Muriel Yvette Rooff), a retired educator, died September 30 at 

the age of 91 in Dedham, Massachusetts, where she and her husband, Edward Mar-
goles Broad, have lived since 2012. They previously lived in Manchester, NH, for over 
60 years, where she was long active in city and state non-profit organizations.

In 2004, the Manchester Regional Community Foundation of The New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation awarded Muriel and Edward the Lifetime of Service Award 
for influencing community life in Manchester for more than 50 years each.

Muriel and Edward were founding members of National Alliance on Mental Illness 
of New Hampshire (NAMI NH) and founding members of the Manchester region of 
NAMI NH. Muriel was a long-time editor of the NAMI NH monthly newsletter. In 
October 2010, the Mental Health Center of Greater Manchester awarded Muriel and 
Edward its Community Leadership Award.

Muriel was born in New York City to Max and Estelle (Usdansky) Rooff. She grad-
uated from Queens College in New York City and Rivier College in Nashua, NH, 
where she earned a Master's Degree in Education.

Muriel began her career as a public-school teacher at the Webster Street School in Man-
chester. She was active in the development of a non-denominational Jewish Federation 
pre-school and kindergarten, where she also subsequently taught. She later worked for 17 
years as the reading specialist at the Memorial School in Bedford, NH. She also served as 
the Federal Chapter 1 reading and math specialist for the Bedford Primary Unit Schools.

Muriel was passionately committed to environmental preservation and to improv-
ing the lives of all people. She chaired Manchester's first community Interfaith Earth 
Day, in which local churches and temples raised money to plant trees in downtown 
Manchester. She chaired the Temple Adath Yeshurun Social Action Committee and 
served as a League of Women Voters Board member. She volunteered at the New 
Hampshire State Hospital to monitor hospital standards and at the Hillsborough Jail 
to teach illiterate inmates how to read.

Muriel enjoyed art and literature. She served on the City Library Steering Commit-
tee and as a docent at the Currier Museum of Art.

She and Edward married in 1949. They have four children: Michael, an attorney 
and financial adviser living in Newton, MA (married to Grace Massey); Robin, a pro-
fessor at American University in Washington, D.C. (married to John Cavanagh); 
Charles (Chip) of Manchester, NH, an employee of Catholic Medical Center; and 
Gary, a retired city manager in California. They have five grandchildren: David (de-
ceased), Katherine (married to Robert Farrell), Zoe, Cory, and Jesse. She leaves two 
sisters, Adele Katz and Edy Cannon, both of Miami, Florida.

Services were held at the Manchester Hebrew Cemetery Chapel. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that contributions be made to NAMI NH, 85 No. State St., Con-
cord, NH 03301, or the Audubon Society of New Hampshire, 3 Silk Farm Road, 
Concord, NH 03301. Please visit www.goodwinfh.com to sign the online guestbook.

Both the Golan Heights and the West 
Bank of the Jordan are integral to make 
the very small State of Israel more defen-
sible from attacks by its vicious neigh-
bors. The notion of “giving back” the 
West Bank that was obtained with so 
much blood and treasure makes about as 
much sense as having the United States’ 
“give back” Texas to Mexico to stem the 
illegal immigration and drug tide.

The wars fought and won by Israel estab-
lished “facts on the ground” that are not 
deniable and should not be lightly denied.

Golda Meir once said that “Peace will 
come when the Arabs will love their chil-
dren more than they hate us.”

But with the major so-called Palestin-

ian organizations embodying their viru-
lent anti-Semitism in their most basic 
documents, that time has not come, and J 
Street offers only false hopes and con-
ceals its essential anti-Zionist intent with 
well-funded but false rhetoric against the 
State of Israel.

In Short, J Street is nothing less than a 
wolf  in sheep’s clothing! I truly hope and 
pray that Federation does not in any way 
give financial support to J Street or any 
of its activities.

Norman J. Silber is a resident of Gilford 
and is a member of Temple B’Nai Israel in 
Laconia and the New Hampshire House 
of Representatives.

The 10th Annual New Hampshire 
Jewish Film Festival premieres 

on March 15 - 25, 2017 

JFNH o�ers its Film Festival Sponsors
a wide array of bene�ts:
• The opportunity to connect with the statewide 
Jewish community and general public. 

• Sponsors receive broad exposure in a multitude 
of print and broadcast media channels. 

• Introduce your business to the NH statewide 
Jewish community during the largest Jewish 
cultural event of the year. 

• Reach an established and significant demographic 
of over 3,200 homes and a statewide �lm 
going audience.

Contact us today!
We offer a comprehensive
Film Festival Sponsorship program
to fit your strategic objectives.

For more info, please contact:
Patricia Kalik
at (603) 627-7679 or
info@jewishnh.org

A celebrated NH tradition, the Festival draws 1,200 plus attendees statewide.

Keeping you connected
eNEWS

jewishnh.org
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Lies and Deceptions 
The counter-factual, anti-Israel pre-

conceptions represented in Emma Rous’s 
piece in your October issue [“Introducing 
Talia Sasson”] leave me upset and puz-
zled. Such folks often mean well, but as 
psychologists have shown, their thinking 
is driven by emotion rather than reason. 
It’s bad enough that Jews have always 
had their enemies, without and even 
within the Tribe. It’s worse when those 
presumably well-intentioned folks enthu-
siastically parrot the lies and deceptions 
which are used to harm us. And it’s still 
worse that publications such as your 
would print such tripe without even a 
hint of factual editorial rebuttal.

Ms. Rous reports, “there is no for-
mal agreement regarding the West 
Bank.” I guess Oslo 1 and 2 were just 
more fake news.

She attempts to tarnish Israel for the 
lack of a constitution. Afghanistan has a 
Constitution, as do Yemen and Somalia. 
That made everything great for their 
populations, right? Canada and Great 
Britain lack constitutions. They must be 
evil and awful places to live, judging by 
Ms. Raus’s denigratory allusion.

Ms. Raus’s notion that International 
Law forbids Israeli settlement is wrong. 
Wrong because the 1920 grant of the ap-
plicable territory to the proposed Jewish 
State by Great Britain, Palestine's gov-
erning body at that time, still prevails, 
having never been rescinded. Wrong be-
cause recent Arab aggressions have as-
sured the world that they have no inten-
tion to form a peaceful Palestinian State, 
as UN Resolution 242 requires, and such 
a state then and only then would define 
the final boundaries within which each of 
the two adjacent nations would hold ju-
risdiction. And wrong because the law 
restricting population transfers only ap-
plies to nations, and Judea and Samaria 
have not been independent nations 
since... Judea and Samaria. Another un-
considered premise implicit in this popu-
lar libel, often used to slander Israel, is 
that every nation can employ eminent 
domain. Except Israel, where such nor-

mal government action is somehow 
transmuted into an anti-humanistic ag-
gression. A further level of absurdity in 
her posture flows from the fact that much 
of this “seized property” was government 
owned to begin with, title dating back to 
Ottoman times.

Ms. Raus even complains about the 
quality of  life in the Territories in com-
parison only to Israel, ignoring the nu-
merous studies which have shown that 
life in that area has improved dramati-
cally under Israeli supervision in com-
parison both to recent historic norms 
when they were under Jordanian occu-
pation and even in comparison to pres-
ent day life in neighboring Arab coun-
tries. Such misrepresentation is deliber-
ately deceptive, blaming Israel again 
for the purported consequences of 
ceaseless aggressions by her Arab 
neighbors. The Mohammedans imbue 
their populations from early childhood 
with the irredentist, spiritual essential-
ity of  wiping out Israel and the Jews 
(before proceeding to do the same while 
retaking Andalusia and wiping out all 
the other infidels). Despite facing this 
insuperable hostility, Israel has vastly 
improved the quality of  life of  those of 
her assailants living within her influ-
ence. But the anti-rational, anti-Semit-
ic, anti-Israel crowd seems only able to 
devote their efforts to framing the 
blessings those aggressors experience in 
an evil and unjustified perspective.

Centuries of experience teaches those 
open to actual learning that there will al-
ways be people preferring to be anti-Se-
mitic even when wrong rather than in be-
ing just plain right. It's up to us to put the 
real but relatively trivial failings of a sur-
rounded victim Israel into a comprehen-
sible perspective so reasonable people 
will draw fair conclusions about the de-
fensive actions forced upon Jewish Pales-
tinians and now upon Israelis by their 
neighboring Arab aggressors, starting 
long before there was even an Israel.

Richard Collier, Eliot, ME

Two Kinds of Anti-Semites: 
Offensive Ones and Respectable Ones

Adolf Hitler wrote that people rely 
more on feelings than reason, and if  you 
repeat something 1,000 times, no matter 
how false, people will believe it. This re-
lates directly to events in Charlottesville 
and a resurgence of neo-Nazism in 
America.

There are two kinds of anti-Semites: 
offensive ones and respectable ones. They 
differ in behavior but share similar objec-
tives. The night before the tragedy in 
Charlottesville, offensive neo-Nazis held 
a torch light demonstration where they 
shouted anti-Semitic slogans and a Nazi 
chant of “Blood and Soil.” 

The characteristics of respectable anti-
Semites are that they consider themselves 
righteous individuals, who love humani-
ty, and are not in the same class as Jew-
hating thugs. However, they are the same 
because they hold anti-Semitic beliefs. 
They believe all the lies about Jews. It is 
time for a history lesson. By history I 
mean what people believed in the past 
and what happened, not what people in 
the present think about it.

Originally, the term Palestinians meant 
Jews and not Arabs. The following orga-
nizations were Jewish: the Palestinian Le-
gion in World War One, The Palestinian 
Brigade in WWII, the Palestine Post, and 
the Palestinian Symphony. Jewish chil-
dren sang a song, “Palestine My Pales-
tine.” Jews in America collected money 
for Palestine. I consulted original docu-
ments, and they all referred to a conflict 
between Arabs and Jews. Not until 1946 
did I find a document referring to Pales-
tinian Arabs.

A 2017  CAMERA  study of middle 
east history curriculum material used in 
American classrooms found statements 
that the Palestinian Arabs were the indig-
enous inhabitants of what is now Israel. 
Jews were there 2,000 years before the 
Arabs. Anti-Semites don’t know that the 
Jewish identity was stolen.

I read the minutes of a conference held 
in Berlin, on November 30, 1941, be-
tween Adolf Hitler and the Grand Mufti 
of Jerusalem, the leader of the Arabs in 
then-British-controlled Palestine. The 

Nazi and Arab leaders agreed that they 
shared a common goal of preventing the 
establishment of a national home for 
Jews in Palestine.

The Jewish national home became Isra-
el in 1948. According to Omar Barghouti, 
founder of the BDS movement, the BDS 
goal is to eliminate Israel. According to 
the platform of the Black Lives Matter or-
ganization, Israel is the second-worse na-
tion in the world after America. It sup-
ports the BDS goal of eliminating Israel.

My argument is that if  you support the 
objectives of Adolf Hitler, you are a neo-
Nazi, no matter how nice you think you 
are. You are a respectable anti-Semite.

It is irrelevant what the anti-Semitic 
United Nations believes now. We should 
look at what happened in 1948. On May 
15, 1948, five Arab armies invaded the 
one-day-old Jewish nation. This was an 
unjustified act of aggression according to 
the 1948 United Nations Palestine Com-
mission, the U.N. Secretary General, the 
U.N. mediator Ralph Brunch, the U.N. 
Security Council, and even Emile 
Ghoury, Secretary of the Arab Higher 
Command, who wrote that the Arabs 
started the 1948-49 war and caused the 
Arab refugee problem

American students are not given the 
most significant quote about Arab inten-
tions toward Jews in the 1948 war. The 
Secretary General of the Arab League 
stated, “This will be a war of extermina-
tion. It will be a momentous massacre to 
be spoken of like the Mongolian massa-
cre and the Crusades.” Not giving stu-
dents that quote is like not mentioning 
slavery as a cause of the Civil War.

After the 1948-49 War, in the areas oc-
cupied by Arab armies, not a single living 
Jew remained.

Finally, Sen. Maggie Hassan is totally 
right in supporting anti-BDS legislation. 
I read the proposed law four times, and it 
clearly states legal penalties apply to 
companies engaged in an illegal boycott. 
Individuals who oppose that law face no 
penalty.

Rick Sirvint, Rindge

Letters to the Editor may be sent to 
thereporter@jewishnh.org. 

Letters must be signed 
with full name and address.

Keeping you connected
eNEWS

jewishnh.org
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Want to see your organization’s photos here? Send them to thereporter@jewishnh.org.

Cantor Shira leading a Sukkot song session with K-7th grade students at Temple Beth 
Jacob.

At Etz Hayim Synagogue in Derry (from left to right): David Meyer, Ben Adams, 
and Jack Meyer blew the shofar for Rosh Hashanah, not only during services for the 
congregation but also for a special outdoor kid-centered service run by Alison 
Kaufman Miller.

After Rosh Hashanah services, Etz Hay-
im Synagogue kids searched for “Tzeda-
kah rocks,” painted by EHS president 
Dina Michael Chaitowitz and Hebrew 
School attendee Natalie Duncan.   Pic-
tured here are Ben and Rebecca DePasse.

Volunteers from Chavurah Piscataqua and Temple Israel Portsmouth building the 
sukkah at Strawbery Banke in Portsmouth next door to Shapiro House. 

Temple B’nai Israel religious school students led the congregation in Havdalah after 
Yom Kippur services. Children’s services and activities throughout the High Holidays 
were organized and led by Nicole Small and Joyce Selig. The children’s activities dur-
ing Neilah included making b’samim boxes, which were passed through the congrega-
tion, then taken home by the students for use by their families.   

Grownups and students enjoyed the To-
rah in their own ways at Etz Hayim Syn-
agogue’s annual Simchat Torah Service.  
Laura Adams proudly carried the Torah 
during the hakafot.
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Bill and Jacob Herlicka (aka Herklicka Construction) working on TAY sukkah built 
indoors because of outside construction projects.

Members of Temple Adath Yeshurun observing Tashlich at Dorr's Pond on the after-
noon of the first day of Rosh Hashanah. Photo by David Rosenzweig.

Rabbi Davidson and Team Sukkot on the bimah at TAY after services and pizza. 
Photo by David Rosenzweig.

The Temple Israel of Dover Religious School decorating the Sukkah.

Inside the Temple Beth Jacob sukkah with K-12th grade and EJ Cohen for some 
learning and singing.
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Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH” 
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
66 Hanover St., Suite 300, Manchester, NH 03101

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org  

JFNH Tributes 
Kushner-Tumen Family Fund for Children
Norm and Andy Kushner to Richard Kudler and family in memory 

of his mother, Francis
Norm and Andy Kushner to Edward Broad and family in memory of 

Muriel Broad, loving wife and mother
Norm and Andy Kushner to Leon Cornell and Arlene Fishbein in 

honor of the birth of Brady
Norm and Andy Kushner to Leon Cornell and Arlene Fishbein in 

honor of Ross and Jennifer’s engagement
Norm and Andy Kushner to Jon Canter and family in memory of 

Ronda, loving wife and mother
Norm and Andy Kushner to Steven Silberberg in memory of his 

loving sister, Ronda Silberberg Canter
Norm and Andy Kushner to Avis Lampert and family in memory of 

loving husband, Sumner
Norm and Andy Kushner to Micki Lasher in memory of her loving 

brother

Jewish Federation of NH Preschool 
Arthur and Carol Hoffman in honor of their grandchildren, Noah 

and Ellie Snyder

Social Service Fund
Jeanette Begin

Received by October 10, 2017

Help Wanted!
Do you live in Keene, Laconia, Bethlehem, 

Hanover, or another NH community 
and want to help produce the Jewish Reporter? 

We are looking for people all over the state who are interested 
in writing about their local Jewish community. 

To get involved, contact thereporter@jewishnh.org 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!

Help the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
sustain a proud and vibrant Jewish NH. 

Make your gift to the 2017-2018 Campaign 
at www.jewishnh.org/give.
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AUTOBODY REPAIR
Prestige Auto Body, Inc.

200 Frontage Rd., Manchester
(603) 669-0015

Put your body in good hands!
www.prestigeab.com  

DENTAL SERVICES

ENDODONTICS
Douglas J. Katz, DMD, PC

Katz Endodontics
1310 Hooksett Rd., Hookset

Dougrct@comcast.net
(603) 628-2891

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Sarah K. Katz, DMD 
Bow Family Dentistry
514 South St., Bow

(603) 224-3151
www.BowFamilyDentistry.com

Heidi Lindner Kurland, MS, DMD 
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC  

72 South River Rd
Bedford, NH 03110

(603) 624-3900
www.lindnerdental.com

Rochelle H. Lindner, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC

72 South River Rd
Bedford, NH 03110

(603) 624-3900

Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD
Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD

862 Union St., Manchester
(603) 669-9049 

Vanguard Dental Group
19 D Manchester Rd., Ste 3, Derry
Quality of care through continuing
education & technology. Cosmetic

dentistry, implant dentistry, 
pediatric dentistry. (603) 276-1000  

      --------------------------------------------  

ORTHODONTICS
Gary S. Lindner, DMD, DMSc.

Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford

(603) 624-3900

Tracy Pogal-Sussman, MS, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford

(603) 524-3900
www.lindnerdental.com

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
Luis S. Englander, DMD
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford

(603) 624-3900

James B. Haas, DDS
Haas Dental Associates

4 Manchester Ave. 
Derry, NH 03038
(603) 434-1586

www.haasdentalnh.com

 Gary S. Lindner, DMD, DMSc.
Lindner Dental Assoc., PC
72 So. River Rd., Bedford

(603) 624-3900

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS
Daniel Cohen, CFP® 

CEO & Chief Investment Officer
Cohen Investment Advisors, LLC

264 South River Rd., Suite 422, Bedford
(603) 232-8351

www.investwithcohen.com

Mark B. Severs, CFP, Financial Advisor
The Hanover Group at Morgan Stanley   
203 Heater Road, Lebanon, NH 03766

(603) 442-7900 
Mark.B.Severs@morganstanley.com 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC MBR SIPC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Penchansky & Co., PLLC

Certified Public Accountants
70 Stark Street, Manchester, NH

David Penchansky, CPA
davidp@penchansky.com

(603) 647-2400

JUDAICA

JUDAICA BOOKS AND GIFTS
Israel Book Shop, Inc. 

“New England’s Judaica superstore”
1 day shipping to N.H.

410 Harvard St. Brookline, MA 02446
617-566-7113, Toll Free 800-323-7723

www.israelbookshop.com

LEGAL SERVICES

ATTORNEYS
Devine Millimet 

Steven Cohen, Esq., LLM, CPA
scohen@dmb.com   (603) 695-8504

Estate Planning, Corporate,
Business Sales and Acquisitions

111 Amherst St., Manchester

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
Stephen E. Borofsky, Esq.

Borofsky, Amodeo-Vickery & Bandazain. P.A.
708 Pine Street, Manchester

(603) 625-6441
sborofsky@e-atty.net

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tell Them 
You Saw 

Their Ad in
The Reporter!

Advertise in our 
Business & Professional 

Services Directory.  
Call JFNH office at 603-627-7679 
or contact one of our sales reps.

Rachel Spierer
(603) 682-3845 

rachel3rdlife@gmail.com

Michelle Harrison
(603) 437-0167 

RunFree94@yahoo.com

See what’s happening in the community 
at 

www.jewishnh.org  
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603-627-7679Free and confidential

Emergency financial assistance

Aging and eldercare issues

Lifeline devices

Linkage and Referral

SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAM
Help the Jewish Federation 

of New Hampshire sustain a proud 
and vibrant Jewish NH. 

Make your gift to the
 2017-2018 Campaign at 
www.jewishnh.org/give.

143 Essex Street, Suite 709           Phone: 978.373.1010                               
Haverhill, MA 01832            www.NECompServices.com 
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“Service is our Business”

603-668-5468    800-439-8797    Fax 603-623-8591
257 Bridge Street    Manchester, NH 03104

info@tromblyplumbing.com    www.tromblyplumbing.com

Master Lic# 2408C
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