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TOWN HALL
2021 COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

WEDNESDAY

WHAT’S YOUR NEXT
BIG STEP?

• Can I make it on my own?
• What can I do to make work optional?
• How can I invest to create retirement income?

We turn your questions into confidence—and 
create a clear path to tomorrow through trust, 
compassion, and integrity.

Your stress-free retirement hinges 
on answers to big questions:

CALL US FOR A 
CONFIDENTIAL CONVERSATION

949.477.4990
www.KleinAdvisors.com

Lauren Klein, CFP®

Founder and President

NAPFA Registered Fiduciary

4299 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 100
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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2021 JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 26 - DECEMBER 11

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
7:00 PM
DAVID PAGE
Food Americana

|
|

   

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
7:00 PM
JAN ELIASBERG
Hannah’s War

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
12:00 PM
AMI AYALON
Friendly Fire

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
12:00 PM
RAFFI BERG
Red Sea Spies

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
7:00 PM
MITCHELL JAMES KAPLAN
Rhapsody

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
7:00 PM
JONATHAN SANTLOFER
The Last Mona Lisa

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
10:00 AM
ETHAN T BERLIN
I Am Not A Dog Toy

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
7:00 PM
DANIEL SOKATCH
Can We Talk About Israel?

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
4:00 PM
LEAH GARRETT
X Troop

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
7:00 PM
IRA ROSEN
Ticking Clock
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CLAIMS AGAINST STOCKBROKERS
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• Excessive Trading in Account

• Unsuitable Investments • Misrepresentation  
• Variable Annuities • Breach of Fiduciary Duty  

• Reverse Convertible Bonds

LAW OFFICES OF 
JONATHAN W. EVANS & ASSOCIATES

44 Years of Experience • Highest Avvo rating – 10.0 out of 10.0  
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No Recovery - No Fee
Free Initial Consultation
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AT T O R N E Y  L A U R E N C E  J .  B R O C K

A Divorce & Family Law 
Attorney You Can Trust

DIVORCE | CHILD CUSTODY | SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
DIVISION OF ASSETS | ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY

909-466-7661

2035 Lake Ave
Altadena, CA

Call (626)798-7645 | Email: info@greenbergortho.com
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Events like the Temple’s vents like the Temple’s 
destruction, the Spanish In-destruction, the Spanish In-
quisition, and the Holocaust quisition, and the Holocaust 
have changed the course of have changed the course of 
Jewish history. While not as Jewish history. While not as 

earth-shattering, the recent earth-shattering, the recent Amer-Amer-
ican Jews in 2020ican Jews in 2020 survey from the  survey from the 
Pew Research Center, as well as its Pew Research Center, as well as its 
2013 2013 Portrait of American JewsPortrait of American Jews, will , will 
reshape the future of Judaism.  reshape the future of Judaism.  
    These surveys have forced Jewish     These surveys have forced Jewish 
organizations to rethink how they organizations to rethink how they 
engage with the larger Jewish com-engage with the larger Jewish com-
munity because each presented a munity because each presented a 
surprising and alarming snapshot of surprising and alarming snapshot of 
what today’s Jewish Americans value what today’s Jewish Americans value 
and how they choose to connect with and how they choose to connect with 
and express their Judaism.   and express their Judaism.   
    Below are what I believe to be the     Below are what I believe to be the 
four most important and significant four most important and significant 
findings:  findings:  
1. People are engaging Judaism dif-1. People are engaging Judaism dif-
ferently than ever before.ferently than ever before. 
    For a long time, Jews often per-    For a long time, Jews often per-
ceived the only way to be a part of ceived the only way to be a part of 
the Jewish community was to join the Jewish community was to join 
a synagogue, belong to a Jewish a synagogue, belong to a Jewish 
Community Center, attend services Community Center, attend services 
or community events. But, this is no or community events. But, this is no 
longer how most people are feeling longer how most people are feeling 
connected to Judaism. Synagogue af-connected to Judaism. Synagogue af-
filiation has been declining for many filiation has been declining for many 
years, and yet, Jewish affiliation has years, and yet, Jewish affiliation has 
risen significantly. People are now risen significantly. People are now 
engaging in Judaism through every-engaging in Judaism through every-
day experiences like eating Jewish day experiences like eating Jewish 
food, reading Jewish literature, and food, reading Jewish literature, and 
watching Jewish or Israeli-themed TV watching Jewish or Israeli-themed TV 
shows or movies.  shows or movies.  
    Rather than brush this aside be-    Rather than brush this aside be-
cause people are not engaging the cause people are not engaging the 
way we feel they should, the Jewish way we feel they should, the Jewish 
community needs to recognize this community needs to recognize this 
shift, adapt to this “new form” of Jew-shift, adapt to this “new form” of Jew-
ish expression, and most importantly, ish expression, and most importantly, 
appreciate and appreciate and value value the fact that the fact that 
they they are are engaging because it is a very engaging because it is a very 
big deal! And, our communities need big deal! And, our communities need 
to be prepared to respond when they to be prepared to respond when they 
are ready to increase their level of are ready to increase their level of 
engagement.  engagement.  
2. The American Jewish community 2. The American Jewish community 
is becoming more ethnically and is becoming more ethnically and 
racially diverse.racially diverse. 
    Because of this fact, we need to     Because of this fact, we need to 
learn from the experiences “Jews of learn from the experiences “Jews of 
Color” (or the more encompassing Color” (or the more encompassing 

term “ethnically and racially diverse term “ethnically and racially diverse 
Jews”) have had. Many have been Jews”) have had. Many have been 
made to feel like “the other”, not “au-made to feel like “the other”, not “au-
thentic” Jews, and even questioned thentic” Jews, and even questioned 
about their Jewishness. For a people about their Jewishness. For a people 
that have a long history of persecu-that have a long history of persecu-
tion, we seem to have a knack for tion, we seem to have a knack for 
alienating and making fellow Jews alienating and making fellow Jews 
feel “less than” instead of a part of our feel “less than” instead of a part of our 
Jewish community.  Jewish community.  
    Based on their experiences, we     Based on their experiences, we 
need to do a much better job making need to do a much better job making 
ALL JEWS ALL JEWS feel more welcome and feel more welcome and 
comfortable. We need to remove (or comfortable. We need to remove (or 
lessen), any barriers that may stand lessen), any barriers that may stand 
in their way. As an example, Jewish in their way. As an example, Jewish 
leaders need to be careful with the leaders need to be careful with the 
language they use and remember language they use and remember 
that not everyone they are commu-that not everyone they are commu-
nicating with understands Hebrew or nicating with understands Hebrew or 
Yiddish “slang”. By being cognizant of Yiddish “slang”. By being cognizant of 
this and aware of how words and ac-this and aware of how words and ac-
tions can, and do, impact our fellow tions can, and do, impact our fellow 
Jews’ experiences, the more we can Jews’ experiences, the more we can 
do to make sure we are a welcoming do to make sure we are a welcoming 
and inclusive community.  and inclusive community.  
3. Antisemitism and hate are on the 3. Antisemitism and hate are on the 
rise. rise.  
    It is clear American Jews are feel-    It is clear American Jews are feel-
ing less safe than we did five years ing less safe than we did five years 
ago because of this rise in hatred. ago because of this rise in hatred. 
Thankfully, the effect on participation Thankfully, the effect on participation 
in Jewish activities appears to be in Jewish activities appears to be 
relatively small but it does not lessen relatively small but it does not lessen 
its impact.  its impact.  
    And, for the most part, our local     And, for the most part, our local 
community has not really had to do community has not really had to do 
deal with this, at least that I am aware deal with this, at least that I am aware 
of. However, this undercurrent of ha-of. However, this undercurrent of ha-
tred towards “the other” in our soci-tred towards “the other” in our soci-
ety is still there. In order to eradicate ety is still there. In order to eradicate 
it, we need EVERYONE to start calling it, we need EVERYONE to start calling 
it out and hold people accountable it out and hold people accountable 
when they remain silent.  when they remain silent.  
    Unfortunately, this Jew-hatred     Unfortunately, this Jew-hatred 
doesn’t really go away especially be-doesn’t really go away especially be-
cause of our perceived direct ties to cause of our perceived direct ties to 
Israel. Because when situations arise Israel. Because when situations arise 
in Israel, there is a significant uptick in Israel, there is a significant uptick 
of antisemitism.  of antisemitism.  
4. Israel is still important, and 4. Israel is still important, and 
receives strong support, from the receives strong support, from the 
older generations. However, younger older generations. However, younger 
generations are not as tied to Israel generations are not as tied to Israel 
and are more critical of Israel.and are more critical of Israel. 
    The time when Jews universally     The time when Jews universally 
accepted and supported Israel is accepted and supported Israel is 

nearing its end and we need to face nearing its end and we need to face 
this reality. While a large majority of this reality. While a large majority of 
U.S. Jews (82%) say caring about Isra-U.S. Jews (82%) say caring about Isra-
el is either “essential” or “important” el is either “essential” or “important” 
to what being Jewish means to them, to what being Jewish means to them, 
these figures do not tell the whole these figures do not tell the whole 
story because the younger genera-story because the younger genera-
tion of Jews is not tied to Israel like tion of Jews is not tied to Israel like 
their parents or grandparents. This their parents or grandparents. This 
is even after efforts have been made is even after efforts have been made 
through programs like Birthright through programs like Birthright 
Israel.  Israel.  
    The younger generation of Ameri-    The younger generation of Ameri-
can Jews has become more critical of can Jews has become more critical of 
Israel due in large part to past Israeli Israel due in large part to past Israeli 
policies and handling of situations, policies and handling of situations, 
including those of the past Israeli including those of the past Israeli 
administration. And their support, administration. And their support, 
especially college-aged Jews, of the especially college-aged Jews, of the 
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement is growing. This is (BDS) movement is growing. This is 
a significant challenge that must be a significant challenge that must be 
addressed immediately.  addressed immediately.  
    It is still too early to know where     It is still too early to know where 
all this leaves us. But I can assure you all this leaves us. But I can assure you 
that the leaders of the American Jew-that the leaders of the American Jew-
ish community, including myself, are ish community, including myself, are 
taking this information to heart and taking this information to heart and 
have already begun to tackle these have already begun to tackle these 
and other issues like we always have. and other issues like we always have. 
It is just going to take some time, It is just going to take some time, 
so please be patient. I am excited so please be patient. I am excited 
and looking forward to using this and looking forward to using this 
information to continue to engage information to continue to engage 
our community in a variety of ways our community in a variety of ways 
to help all of us connect with and to help all of us connect with and 
celebrate Judaism.  celebrate Judaism.  

TODAY’S AMERICAN JEWISH VALUES

From Where I Sit

@JLIFE OCTOBER 2021 7 

JASON MOSS IS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF THE GREATER  
SAN GABRIEL AND 
POMONA VALLEYS.

Rethinking how we engage with the larger community
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Because Israel is such a 
small country, when your 
children leave home they 
are typically within a two-
hour drive from you. Adult 

children thus return home frequently 
for a Shabbat meal and for holidays. 
When your children marry and start to 
have children of their own, they come 
over even more frequently and rely 
upon you to pitch in with childcare. 
Ideally, there is a symmetry to all of 
this: your parents helped you with 
your children, and in turn, you help 
your own children with their young 
children. Except that in America 
where we lived for the first decade 
of our parenting (half in Atlanta and 
half in Miami), we were not a car-ride 
away from our parents (in Omaha and 
in Brooklyn) but a plane-ride away. 
Not that Sarah and I begrudge our 
children, but we just want to set the 
record straight: Unlike young married 
Israeli couples, Sarah and I were on 
our own from the get-go, and so we 
are giving much much more to our 
adult children (by way of TLC both for 
them and for our grandchildren) than 
we received from our own parents.  
  The Israeli economy indeed seems to 
rely on grandparents. Early childhood 
programming as well as grade school 
after-care typically ends at 4:00, at 
which point a parent has to take 
over—or a grandparent (usually, the 
savta, grandmother). Grandparents 
in Israel sometimes assume huge 
care giving roles. Givat Ze’ev, where 
we used to live, had many examples 
of this. Some grandparents would 
begin each day by going to their 
adult child’s home and taking 
charge of their grandchildren’s 
early-morning routine (which could 
include dressing, feeding, and then 
taking to school). One woman, 
who had several married children 
living in the town, ran her own “gan” 
just for her grandchildren. And on 

the block where I used to live, my 
neighbor provided a daily hot lunch 
for her Givat Ze’ev grandchildren 
when they finished school (around 
1:00 p.m.). The children would then 
do their homework, play, and go to 
and from afternoon activities until 
a parent returned in the evening. 
These are serious commitments. I 
once asked my neighbor what would 
happen if she could not be there for 
her grandchildren on a certain day. 
She told me that it would be her 
responsibility to find a replacement--
usually, the other grandmother.   
  Thankfully Sarah and I have not 
been called upon to make a job of 
our grandparenting. We kind of feel 
that that’s the beauty of being a 
grandparent: you can pick and choose. 
(For example, I like to give my two 
grandsons baths, but they do not like 
to have their hair washed. As a parent, 
you wash your kid’s hair whether they 
cry or not, but as a grandparent, I can 
say: You know what? If the kid cries 
when I wash his hair, I am not going 

to wash his hair.) As grandparents 
who live close to their grandchildren, 
we can drop in and out of their 
lives at our convenience. Rewarding 
though it is, parenting is a job; ideally, 
grandparenting is pure joy.  
  Israel is a society where it is often 
the case that grandparents live close 
enough to be in daily contact with 
at least one set of grandchildren. 
This is a value of the culture here--
partially due to economic necessity, 
but also because of an appreciation 
that daily contact fosters deep human 
relationship. In October of 2019, after 
22 years in Givat Ze’ev, we left all of 
our friends and moved to Herzliya in 
order to live near our first grandchild, 
Noam. Has the frequent contact with 
Noam been as rewarding as we had 
anticipated? Even more so.   

8 OCTOBER 2021 @JLIFE

GRANDPARENTING IN ISRAEL
The “pure joy” stage.
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

VIEWPOINTS

TEDDY WEINBERGER IS DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT FOR A CONSULTING COMPANY 
CALLED MEANINGFUL. HE MADE ALIYAH WITH 
HIS FAMILY IN 1997 FROM MIAMI, WHERE HE 
WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, SARAH JANE 
ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.

Israeli Guy
“Because Israel is such a small 
country, when your children leave 
home they are typically within a  

two-hour drive from you.”
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State Bar  

Certified  

Specialist in  

Estate  

Planning,  

Trust Law  

& Probate

(626) 793-6774
301 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 616 

Pasadena, CA  91101
mgold4law@aol.com

Serving 
the San 
Gabriel 

Valley for  
46 Years

Martin B.  

Goldman
Attorney at Law

2021 JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL

Emmy winner and creator of 
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

DAVID PAGE

TUESDAY
OCTOBER 26, 7 PM

ON ZOOM

To register visit www.jewishsgpv.org

I have one plot in the sold out Covenant Lawn 
section at Rose Hills.  The plot is at the outside 
corner of the very first row facing west, and is 

gently protected by trees and shrubs that are well 
maintained. Easy to approach from the  perimeter 
without having to walk over other graves.  It is in 
the area that was part of a group of plots allotted 
to various local synagogues many years ago - this 
one was purchased through Arcadia Sharei Torah. 
Asking $4000  for this plot.  Transfer transaction 
will occur with both parties present at Rose Hills 

office, to ensure accurate and legal transfer of 
papers and payment.

Katie Gundersen-Watson
katie@johnnkatiedance.com

626-359-1055  (land line - no text)

Rose Hills
in the Convenant Lawn Section

hrough
l t

One Plot 
Available in 

the Sold Out 
Section
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FEATURESFEATURES

Ami Ayalon Dives Into His Past and Israel’s Future
BY DEBORAH NOBLE

“HOPE IS A SECURITY ASSET”

One of Ami Ayalon’s favorite words in public 
lectures may be litzlol, to dive. Not surprising 
given his storied military career, first as a 
commando in Flotilla 13, akin to the Navy SEALS, 
and eventually as commander of Israel’s navy. 

But these days he means taking a deeper look at the conflicts 
that bind Israel and Palestine like seaweed.  
    His new memoir, “Friendly Fire: How Israel Became Its Own 
Worst Enemy and the Hope For Its Future,” could never have 
been a conventional autobiography of an Israeli leader. 
    Although it depicts the kinds of events you might expect--
his upbringing in kibbutz, the 1969 battle on Egypt’s Green 
Island where he nearly lost his life and won the Medal of 
Valor, his rise to naval commander and years as director of 
the Shin Bet, Israel’s internal security agency, in the wake of 
Yitzhak Rabin’s assassination, his time in the Knesset--it’s far 
from a “greatest hits” doorstop. Instead, Ayalon reconsiders 
specific events that led to his growing uneasiness with the 
idealized “build the land” version of Zionism he was raised 
with and the more complex reality he has faced. 
    “I’m 76 years old now, and for the last several years, I’ve 
been trying to understand myself. In many cases, I’m a 
minority, even among my friends and even sometimes within 
my family. But I think we are heading the wrong way. I tell my 
story for two reasons,” says Ayalon. “First, people have to 

understand who I am in order to listen to me, and who I am is 
the people whom I’ve met, the stories I was told and the 
events that I’ve been through. Second, the main message of 
the book, which is my main activity today, is to convince the 
younger generation in Israel, the people who are still asking 
questions, that there is a way to a better future.” 
    From anyone else, a statement like this might sound 
academic or naïve, but his conclusions are built directly on 
his experience leading the agency most responsible for 
fighting terror in Israel and the Palestinian territories and on 
his work with Palestinian colleagues to quell violence.  
    In 2000 he retired from the Shin Bet, turning down Ehud 
Barak’s invitation to join him at the Camp David Accords, and 
after Arafat stomped off, refuted Barak’s famous declaration 
that there was no Palestinian negotiating partner. Since then, 
Ayalon has become one of the leading voices in Israel calling 
for negotiating more constructively with the Palestinians for 
a two-state solution. He maintains that Israel’s hardline 
tactics undermine its negotiating position, repeatedly 
weaken its own security and even threaten its future.  
    “We are sending our children to fight a war that, if we win 
and our eastern border becomes the Jordan, this is the end 
of Zionism, the end of Israel as a Jewish democracy.  It’s a 
huge paradox. But if we are not the majority, we don’t have 
the right—we don’t have the power—to dictate the national 
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culture, the language, the story, the 
calendar…and some of our children 
are dying for it. Aside from the 
Palestinians who are dying, our 
children are dying.” 
    How of all people did he get to 
this point?  
    Ayalon was born on Kibbutz 
Ma’agan, on the Sea of Galilee, in 
1945. His parents, fervent Zionists, 
had come from Romania in the 
1930s. “I can imagine my father 
telling his father that he’s not a Jew 
anymore because he’s a Zionist. They 
called themselves Hebrews—’Jews 
speak Yiddish. Zionists speak 
Hebrew!’ And you know my father, 
when he came to Israel, he almost 
didn’t know Hebrew, so for several 
months it was very difficult for him 
to manage.” His father gave up his 
only keepsake, a family ring, to 
support the struggling young 
kibbutz. “They were very stubborn…
In our terms today they were very 
poor. But they had a mission to 
create a state for the Jewish people 
which was in danger, although they 
didn’t know it.” 
    His parents didn’t talk openly 
about the past. “They didn’t talk 
about the Shoah, the Holocaust. 
They didn’t talk about their families, 
those who died and those who 
survived and stayed in Europe. They 
were socialists—they erased their 
past, 2000 years of history, to create 
a new future. It wasn’t evolution, it 
was revolution—you erase.”  
    Nevertheless, when his father 
Yitzhak was in his 80s, Ayalon 
suggested he write down some of 
his stories for the grandchildren and 
it turned out Yitzhak had thrown 
himself into redressing the 
aftermath of the Shoah. From 1945-48, his father worked in 
Hungary smuggling Jewish refugees into Palestine under 
Britain’s nose. A few years later, Yitzhak took the family to 
South America for two and a half years, primarily to encourage 
youth aliyah, but he also helped guard Eichmann before his 
transfer to Israel for trial. In the late 1960s and early ’70s, 
Ayalon says, “He was the first secretary in our embassy in 
Romania. He used to meet with Ceaucescu every week. He 
used to bring a suitcase with cash in exchange for letting Jews 
emigrate. I was in the navy then so we couldn’t visit him, it was 
behind the Iron Curtain.”  
    “I love this story,” Ayalon says of his father’s recollections, 
“but there are still a lot of things we don’t know and should. 
What I learned, what I believe came from him, is that we owe 
something. We are members of the community and we have a 
great responsibility on our shoulders—for security or 
whatever. The concept of settlement and security was a 
concept of my childhood and enabled us to create this state.” 

    Ayalon can’t pinpoint when his own vision of Zionism and 
security shifted. 
    When he started as a Flotilla 13 commando in 1963, he says, 
“We went to war, it was an adventure. We killed, we lost 
friends, but everything was very, very clear. Reality was 
painted in black and white: we are the good guys, they are the 
bad guys. All we have to do is defend the good guys and kill 
the bad guys. All the rest is technology, and we are great at 
technology. Later it became—and you’ll see it in the book—
when we went to battle, we didn’t meet soldiers, we met 
civilians, in refugee camps, in Lebanon and Syria.”  
    After one operation in Lebanon, Ayalon suddenly halted his 
unit’s retreat and had his medical officer treat a boy who’d 
been caught in the crossfire. “For me, it was obvious, okay, he’s 
not an enemy anymore. I don’t know what he was before, but 
he’s wounded; the idea is not to kill the people.” He still wasn’t 
sure he’d done the right thing. “In a way, I endangered my 
people. I started to think about it only much later.” 
    During the first Intifada, Ayalon was driving through a 
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refugee camp when a teenager threw stones at his jeep. “Like 
many Israelis, I began to think, something’s wrong here. ‘We 
are liberators, this land is ours,’ our parents told us. I think it 
only came to me then that okay, we are liberators, it is ours, 
but in these places are millions of people who see us as 
occupiers, as conquerors, they don’t see us as liberators.” 
    Interwoven with these incidents are the vivid personal 
conversations that have shaped his thinking over the years. 
There are high-level discussions, often disputes, with military 
superiors and the political leaders he served—Eitan, Rabin, 
Peres, Barak—that nevertheless have the informal feel of 
family arguments. Ayalon meets with Jewish settlers, both 
moderate and extremist, to his wife’s dismay, and consults 
with friends, including novelist Meir Shalev and—another 
seeming paradox—several of Yasir Arafat’s high-level officers 
with whom he had coordinated intelligence and security 
operations at the Shin Bet. 
    “When I came to the Shin Bet is the first time I met people 
who were former terrorists. They sat in our jails for years. 
[Arafat’s security chiefs] Jibril Rajoub, Mohamed Dahlan, they 
were terrorists during the first Intifada. And I meet them—
and they are human beings,” he shrugs, acknowledging that 
they all had painful differences to bridge in the shifting 
climate after Oslo.  
    “It was not difficult to shake the hand of Jibril Rajoub. 
People said, ‘But he killed an Israeli!’ But I killed many more 
people who had been my enemies, and still I believe that I 
can be part of a peace process. We need to think about how 
we can not go on killing each other for the next 40 years…I 
only came to the Shin Bet because Rabin was assassinated, 
but his assassin was a Jewish terrorist. We felt that we were 
fighting together against terrorist organizations—on both 
sides. And we became friends. Jibril has visited my house, he 
knows my wife and children, I know his children.”  
    He found it more difficult convincing prime ministers to 
cultivate trust with Arafat and his successors but says, “It’s very 
easy to blame politicians. I’ve been there. It’s not been my 
greatest success, let’s admit…Political power is not in the hands 
of the politicians anymore, it’s somewhere in the street. It 
doesn’t mean the people in the street know what to do with it.” 
    In 2002 Ayalon partnered with Professor Sari Nusseibah, 
then president of Al Quds University and Arafat’s top official 
in Jerusalem, to publish a one-page framework with just six 
key points for a mutual peace agreement and circulate it as a 
petition. “The idea was to show Israelis that there are 
Palestinians who believe in the two-state solution and vice 
versa. And to create this power for the leaders, because 
ultimately the leaders are afraid [of losing the next election].” 
The petition gathered nearly half a million signatures in 
support, both Palestinian and Israeli. “So there is huge power 
within civil society once we know how to get organized.” 
    Ayalon helped organize and was featured in the Oscar-
nominated 2012 documentary “The Gatekeepers,” in which all 
six living Shin Bet directors spoke out urging a genuine 
two-state solution for Israel’s security, and co-founded the 
Blue White Future think tank to generate and present new 
ideas for advancing it.  
    His eye is still firmly on the future, despite the enormous 

political obstacles today, including the repeated stalling of 
parliamentary elections in both Israel and Palestine and the 
rash of violence in May. “The last two chapters are the idea for 
which ‘Friendly Fire’ was written and the topic on which I 
lecture to young people in Israel.”  
    In those chapters, Ayalon meets privately with two 
philosophers who have inspired him: one Israeli, Chaim Gans, 
whose writings argue for Israelis to reevaluate the past and 
redefine Zionism to value people over landmarks, and the 
other Dr. Sari Nusseibah, Ayalon’s longtime friend and 
Palestinian partner who has taken many setbacks and keeps 
working toward a future in which both peoples can thrive. 
“These conversations clarify how achievable this is and how 
painful a price we shall have to pay on the way to ensuring 
our security and identity,” Ayalon says, but his message to 
younger Israelis is that there is hope if they are willing to 
work for it. “After all, ‘If you will it, this is not a dream’ was the 
founding idea for the establishment of Israel.” 
    Admiral (ret.) Ami Ayalon will present his book “Friendly 
Fire” virtually at the 2021 Jewish Book Festival on Sunday, 
October 31 at noon. To learn more, register and order books, 
go to www.jewishsgpv.org/jewish-book-festival or call the 
Jewish Federation office at 626-445-0810.  
DEBORAH NOBLE IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. 
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It is nothing new to observe that elitist environments 
often cultivate an aura of exclusivity where all but the 
most attuned members feel uncomfortable. 
    The nuances of behavior and speech that it takes to 
fit in within certain groups all but ensures a high level 

of implicit gate keeping where the vast majority of people 
are explicitly or implicitly left out. But what happens 
when certain elitist environments are, paradoxically, cen-
tered on inclusive ideals while retaining the same level of 
gate keeping of elitist groups in the past?
    This question, one proliferating throughout wider 
American society, is equally relevant for our own Jewish 
community. As many of our Jewish institutions and orga-
nizations are embedded within the wider American social 
change, we must be careful not to fall into the trap of 
institutional gate keeping ironically centered on language 
of inclusivity.
    Regardless of where one falls out on the American po-
litical and social spectrum, one thing is clear: People have 
increasingly less trust of institutions and leaders, often 
stemming from a sentiment that leaders and institutional 
insiders are wrapped up in their own elitism and discon-
nected from the wider populace. 
    This fact is, in my opinion, a detriment to wider society. 
Just like on a national level where we need trust in insti-
tutions—healthcare, media, universities, etc.—the Jewish 
institutional parallels are equally important for strong 
communal life. Yet trust and connection are waning, and 
it is a growing problem.
    Shamus Rahman Khan, professor of sociology at Princ-
eton University, has written extensively on this issue 
as it pertains to elite schools. Khan, in his book called 
“Privilege,” argues that whereas the upper and exclusive 
classes in the past taught specific social etiquette explic-
itly centered on creating insider knowledge used to weed 
out those on the outside, today this is no longer deemed 
acceptable. 
    Instead, Khan points out, elite education is centered on 
creating a feeling of “ease” in social circles where unwrit-
ten rules are both ubiquitous and heavily enforced. But 
this feeling of “ease,” Khan concludes, while centered on 
language of inclusivity and openness, is a feeling that one 
can gain only with years of experience and embedded-
ness as an “insider.” (For more on this point see “How the 
Bobos Broke America,” The Atlantic.)
    Think about it. The constantly updated knowledge and 
background necessary to feel at ease in today’s progres-
sive/inclusive institutions are ever growing and chang-
ing. To stay updated with the jargon, the etiquette, the 
ever-growing list of unacceptable questions or terms re-
quires a near full time commitment, the type of commit-
ment that only a handful of people are privileged enough 
to have the time and resources to absorb. 
    This is not to say, however, that these changes are all 

negative. Surely we can approach the world with enough 
nuance to understand that there has been much positive 
social change inspired by progressive environments. But 
as inclusivity becomes its own church, surrounded by an 
ever-evolving creed of insider lexicon and a growing list 
of heresies, it will become all but exclusive to the vast 
majority of individuals.
    Inclusivity is surely a deep-rooted Jewish value. We 
must ensure that our communities are open to Jews of all 
types: Jews of color, LQBTQ Jews, patrilineal Jews, the list 
goes on. But creating a warm, open and inclusive environ-
ment is not something cultivated in mission statements, 
social media bios or truly any other top-down enforced 
model. 
    Rather we must continue to stress Jewish ideals of 
assuming good faith (dan l’kaf zechut) and being welcom-
ing to all. And, following the lead of Hillel the Elder, work 
on tearing down any boundaries and walls to our Jewish 
community, from wherever those boundaries arise.  

FEATURES

TRUST AND CONNECTION ARE WANING
BY RABBI DANIEL LEVINE

Inclusivity is often based on being an “insider”

RABBI DANIEL LEVINE IS THE SENIOR JEWISH EDUCATOR AT 
 OC HILLEL, THE RABBINIC FELLOW AT TEMPLE BETH TIKVAH AND A 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. HE CAN BE REACHED AT 
DLEVINE21@GMAIL.COM
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Analysis of Jewish Federation’s Study Is Underway
BY JLIFE

2021 COMMUNITY SURVEY 
RESULTS RELEASED

Conducting surveys has been a part of American 
society for a long time. While they may be 
handled in a variety of ways, from focus groups 
to mail-in surveys, organizations use them to 
gain information they need to move forward on a 

new product, a project, or in the case of nonprofits like the 
Jewish Federation of the Greater San Gabriel and Pomona 
Valleys, strategic planning.
    From Feb. 15 to March 12, the Jewish Federation 
conducted its online community-wide survey to gain a 
better understanding of who the community is, what 
the respondents are looking for from their local Jewish 
community, how they engage with the Jewish community, 
and how the Jewish Federation can better meet those needs. 
    The 37-question survey was developed by a subcommittee 
of Jewish Federation’s Board members John Carlton, Mickey 
Bernath, David Levy and Irv Tons and Executive Director 
Jason Moss. It was broken into five sections: demographics, 
identity, Israel, Jewish identity and Jewish community, and 
Jewish Federation. 
    While the data is still being analyzed, JLife SGPV is pleased 
to share the data results of the 473 respondents who took 
the survey. Participants were asked to make sure that only 
one person per household completed the survey. 
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    An added benefit of the survey was its timing. Unbeknownst 
to the survey’s developers, two additional surveys were si-
multaneously being conducted around the country. With the 
results and analysis of both the Pew Research Center’s Jewish 
Americans in 2020 and the Jews of Color Initiative’s Beyond 
the Count: Perspectives and Lived Experiences of Jews of Color 
coming out around the same time, the Jewish Federation’s sur-
vey findings are able to be discussed and analyzed alongside 
the other studies.  
    “To have two national studies, exploring Jewish life, conduct-
ed around the same time we were looking at our local Jewish 
community is incredible,” explains Jason Moss, Jewish Federa-
tion’s Executive Director. “Being able to analyze our data with 
the backdrop of the findings from both Pew and Jews of Color 
Initiative surveys will provide our community’s Jewish organi-
zations an even broader portrait of the wants and needs of our 

local Jewish community are.”  
    With this data in hand, the Jewish Federation has already 
begun analyzing it and incorporating it into its strategic plan-
ning conversations. Plus, it has shared the data with the local 
synagogues in hopes that they can also utilize the information 
and incorporate it into strategic conversations that many are or 
will be having in the next several months. 
    On Wednesday, October 13, at 1:00 pm the Jewish Federation 
will be holding a lunchtime virtual Town Hall with Jason Moss 
to further discuss the survey, the implications for the commu-
nity, and some early insight into some of the Jewish Federa-
tion’s thoughts and ideas moving forward. To register, visit  
www.jewishsgpv.org.  
    To learn more about the survey, the results or to discuss 
it further, please contact the Jewish Federation by calling 
626.445.0810 or emailing federation@jewishsgpv.org. 
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No one lost their Jewish last name at Ellis Island.  
But we gained a safe haven
BY ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL, JTA

GENERATIONS 

Shortly before he died, my dad gave me a trove 
of family documents, some dating to the 19th 
century. For the first time I had confirmation of 
what our family name was before a great-uncle 
changed it to Carroll when he and his brothers 

immigrated to America. 
    My father’s parents moved from Russia to Paris before 
coming to the United States. Among the papers is a 
yellowed French immigration document signed by my 
grandfather on March 13, 1913; there he spells his last 
name Karoltchouk. On my grandmother’s “Permis de 
sejour a un etranger,” issued in Paris in 1914, it ’s spelled 
Karolchouk. A cursory web search locates Jews with 
variations like Korolczuk and Karolchuk, which I am told 
is a common Polish surname. 
    My father was always ambivalent about his last 
name. His uncle was probably right that a deracinated 
name like Carroll made it easier for a family of Polish 
Jewish immigrants trying to gain a foothold in America 
(although my dad’s parents didn’t quite get the memo 
in naming my father Irving). On the other hand, Dad 
always felt the name suggested that he was trying to 
hide something or pretend to be something he was not. 
    The dilemmas of Jewish name-changing form 
a powerful chapter in novelist Dara Horn’s new 
collection of essays. “People Love Dead Jews” is an 
examination—deeply reported, at times brilliant and 
often bitter—on the persistent hatred aimed at Jews, 
even in their absence. A recurring theme of the book is 
the way antisemites, philosemites and Jews themselves 
rewrite and distort the past, and how Jewish identity 
is “defined and determined by the opinions and 
projections of others.” 
    Our last names are a case in point. Horn explodes 
the old myth that Jews’ names were changed at Ellis 

Island by clerks too lazy or malevolent to spell them 
right. In public lectures and a 2014 essay, Horn would 
explain that “nobody at Ellis Island ever wrote down 
immigrants’ names.” Instead, she’d cite works like 
Kirsten Fermaglich’s “A Rosenberg by Any Other Name,” 
a deep dive into the data showing the “heartbreaking 
reality” of Jewish immigrants changing their own 
names “because they cannot find a job, or because their 
children are being humiliated or discriminated against 
at school, or because with their real names, no one will 
hire them for any white-collar position.” Genealogists 
like Jennifer Mendelsohn and Philip Sutton and Ellis 
Island officials like Peter Urban have confirmed this 
over the years. 
    What Horn didn’t count on was the anger of her 
audiences, who insisted that their grandparents and 
great-grandparents were passive victims of a clerk’s 
pen. Horn explains this denial as a “deep pattern in 
Jewish history,” which is “all about living in places 
where you are utterly vulnerable and cannot admit it.” 
Instead of fessing up to that vulnerability and their 
culpability in bowing to it, many Jews prefer to invent 
more benign “origin stories,” either to exonerate their 
non-Jewish neighbors or spare themselves and their 
children the “humiliation” that the new country is no 
more friendly to Jews than the one they left. If Jews 
were to tell the truth about why Karolchouk became 
Carroll, or (in my mother’s case) Greenberg became 
Green, they’d be “confirming two enormous fears: first, 
that this country doesn’t really accept you, and second, 
that the best way to survive and thrive is to dump any 
outward sign of your Jewish identity, and symbolically 
cut that cord that goes back to Mount Sinai.” 
    Horn ends up saluting the “enormous emotional 
resources” displayed by the Jews who cling to the 
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Ellis Island myth, but I felt hers is an overly harsh 
assessment of the survival strategies employed out 
of necessity by a previous generation of Jews. I can’t 
prove that my great-uncle and his brothers weren’t 
humiliated by the name change, but I am guessing 
that it went down easier than Horn imagines. A new 
country, a new language, a new alphabet. So much was 
lost in translation. I think given the choice between 
the misery they left behind in the Old Country and the 
opportunities available to them even in an intolerant 
America, their generation felt losing the last name was 
a palatable tradeoff. 
    History bears out their choice. Within a generation 
or two, the name-changers’ children were able 
to assert their Jewishness in countless ways. The 
prosperity that came with “passing” allowed them 
to build public Jewish lives, worship as they chose 
and climb the ladder of success unthwarted by the 
twisted imaginations of antisemites. Having achieved 
success, these Jews would build forward-facing Jewish 
institutions, proudly attach their names to dormitories 
and concert halls, and send their children to Jewish 
day schools without fear that they would be denied 
admission to the top universities. 
    Horn’s book, by contrast, is haunted by the killings 
of Jews in Pittsburgh, Poway and Jersey City, but those 
attacks remain the exceptions. Despite the beefed-up 
security at American synagogues in the wake of 9/11, 
and the renewed feelings of vulnerability they instilled, 
those attacks don’t reflect the lived reality of most 
American Jews 100 years removed from Ellis Island. 
    Jewish survival and adaptation have often depended 

on shape shifting, from first-century Yavneh to 20th-
century Tel Aviv, when Jews like David Grün and Goldie 
Myerson traded one kind of Jewish name for another. 
Besides, what we consider “Jewish” last names are often 
themselves “un-Jewish” place names and occupations, 
adopted after state legislation in Yiddish-speaking 
lands required hereditary names instead of the 
patronymics the Jews had been using. They certainly 
didn’t go back to Sinai. 
    Name changing wasn’t a humiliation but a strategy, 
and one that, in the American context, has paid off 
handsomely. 
    Like my dad, I sometimes wish our last name sounded 
more Jewish. I fret that Carroll undercuts what little 
authority I have as a “public” Jew, or reinforces my own 
occasional feelings of inauthenticity (which I define 
as “not having gone to Jewish summer camp”). But of 
course, to even think of reclaiming a “Jewish” name is 
a privilege that would have been unimaginable to so 
many Jews living in truly hostile lands. And the notion 
of what is and isn’t a “Jewish” name is itself being 
complicated— and enriched—by conversion, interfaith 
marriage and all the other factors that have diversified 
the Jewish community in recent years. 
    Still, as Horn wrote in her original article about the 
Ellis Island myth, the internet has become a “toxic sea” 
of antisemitic misinformation, and “that makes it all the 
more important to get Jewish history right.” We should 
all recognize the Ellis Island story for the myth that it is, 
and embrace the real stories of courage and adaptation 
that brought us to this place and time. 

The author’s grandmother’s French residence permit from 1914 includes a spelling of her husband’s  
original name, Karolchouk, before he and his brothers changed it to Carroll.

ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE 
MAGAZINE.
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Stories capture our imagination. Stories give us in-
sight into the world--past, present and future--and 
stories allow us to explore new people, historical 
figures, places and issues.
    Welcome to the 23rd Jewish Book Festival, spon-

sored by the Jewish Federation of the Greater San Gabriel 
and Pomona Valleys, with generous donations and support 
from the surrounding Jewish community. 
    This annual Fall event helps bring to light fascinating sto-
ries researched and written by Jewish authors around the 
world.  It is a place where people who love books, people 
who write books, and people who love stories come togeth-
er. Where else can we sit in the comfort of our homes and 
have a captivating story told to us?
    While 2020’s festival was entirely virtual, it also brought 
an exciting selection from new and established authors 
who used their unforeseen downtime to write their stories 
for 2021 debut. This year’s festival features a wonderful 
selection of historical fiction, narrative nonfiction, food and 
culture and books about Israel. Most sessions will be virtual.

    As a first-year committee member and an avid book read-
er, I found this journey interesting and fun. Starting each 
May, the National Jewish Book Council in New York coordi-
nates a conference for Jewish communities throughout the 
United States. 
    With a 2-inch binder by our sides, this year’s committee 
members spent three days on their computers (no trip to 
New York City this year!) watching and listening to almost 
300 authors give two-minute pitches about their books. 
Then, our committee of 10 book lovers read, discussed 
and selected what has turned out to be an interesting and 
diverse program of 10 authors from across the country, the 
United Kingdom and Israel. 
    Here’s a sample of what’s to come in this year’s program: 
•  The Emmy award-winning producer of “Diners, Drive-ins 
and Dives” tells stories from independent roadside eateries 
across the nation
•  From Israel, the retired head of Israel’s Shin Bet tells his 
personal story and thoughts about working with Palestinians
•  For music lovers, experience the 1920s and ’30s New York 

The 23rd Annual Jewish Book Festival
BY DENISE SCHAEFER

A WINDOW INTO THE WORLD 

Ami Ayalon Daniel Sokatch David Page Ethan Berlin Ira Rosen
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Jazz Age through the love story of George Gershwin and 
composer Kay Swift 
•  For scientists and history lovers, a fictional story based on 
true events, of an Austrian Jewish woman nuclear physicist 
whose research led to the development of the atomic bomb 
at the end of WWII 
•  From the United Kingdom, a BBC editor and journalist 
tells us the true story of the 1980s exodus of Ethiopian 
Jews, with help from the Israeli Mossad, via a fake diving 
resort in Sudan.  
•  For art lovers, a fictional crime novel of the real life 1911 
theft of the Mona Lisa from the Louvre in Paris. 
•  For “60 Minutes” lovers, get the inside scoop and hear 
stories from a 25-year veteran producer of the most popular 
and long-running TV news magazine. 
•  Come hear the perspective, part history, part lexicon, of  
the CEO of the New Israel Fund, addressing the polarizing 
questions about Israel’s ever-changing relationship with the 
Palestinians. 
•  In partnership with University of La Verne, learn about the 
secret Jewish commandos of WWII who were recruited to 
help defeat the Nazis. 
•  And for our young readers, a story about friendship told 
through the eyes of a very vocal, very precocious stuffed 
bear. 
    For more information and to register for specific pro-

grams, visit our website at www.jewishsgpv.org/jew-
ish-book-festival. 
    Note that at the time of this writing, programs will be 
virtual only, with two planned events to be both in-person 
and online.  In-person events will follow the most current 
federal, state and local health guidelines regarding vac-
cination, testing and masks. Please be aware that due to 
fast-changing COVID conditions, our two planned in-per-
son/livestreaming author events may need to go virtual-on-
ly. We will send registered attendees the event link and post 
any updates on the Jewish Book Festival web page.  

FEATURES

22 OCTOBER 2021 @JLIFE

DENISE SCHAEFER IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

Jan Eliasberg Jonathan Santlofer Leah Garrett Mitchell James Kaplan Raffi Berg

“Stories capture our 
imagination. Stories give us 
insight into the world—past, 

present and future—and 
stories allow us to explore 

new people, historical figures, 
places and issues.” 
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What’s in a Name? 

W
e always talk about baby names that are 

popular, but what about Jewish baby 

names that were popular over 100 years 

ago? Well, according to the Social Security 

Administration (via Huffington Post), there are a few 

Jewish baby names that made the list–some of which I 

really adore and wish would come back in style. Others are 

probably pretty familiar to you.  

    Below are the most popular baby names for boys and 

girls in 1917: 

Girls 

1. Ruth. Ruth is a Hebrew name that means “friendship.” 

Ruth is the heroine of the Book of Ruth, who cares for 

Naomi, marries Boaz, and becomes an ancestor of King 

David. Shavuot: The Book of Ruth is traditionally read on 

Shavuot. 

2. Elizabeth. Elizabeth is a Hebrew name meaning “God is 

my oath.” 

3. Edna. Edna is Hebrew meaning “pleasure.” The Garden of 

Eden is the setting for the creation story. 

4. Martha/Matya. Martha is an Aramaic name that means 

“the lady.” Matya is a similar sounding name in Hebrew that 

means “G-d’s gift.” 

Boys 

5. James/Jacob. James comes from the Hebrew name, 

Jacob, which means “to follow.” Jacob is the third patriarch 

in the Bible, and was father of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

6. Joseph. Joseph is a Hebrew name that means “increase.” 

Joseph was one of the sons of Jacob and a leader of the 

Israelites in Egypt. 

7. Thomas. Tomer, which is Hebrew, means “palm tree.” 

     But that’s not it. What about even farther back, like 

the Victorian era (1837 to 1901)? Here the top Jewish baby 

names for that time: 

Boys 

8. Abraham. Abraham is Hebrew and means “father of 

many.” Abraham was the first patriarch, duh. 

9. Ephraim. Efraim (another way to spell it) is Hebrew and 

means “fruitful.” Efraim was one of Joseph’s sons. Male 

children are blessed in the name of Efraim and his brother 

Menashe. 

10. Harold. Harold is another non-Jewish name used by 

Jewish people. It is Scandinavian and means “army ruler.” 

Hal or Harry are fun nicknames. 

11. Ira. Ira is a Hebrew name that means “watchful.” Ira the 

Jairite was also King David‘s priest, while Ira ben Ikkesh of 

Tekoa was a fighter in King David’s Mighty Warriors. 

12. Samuel. Samuel is a Hebrew name meaning “God has 

heard.” Samuel the prophet anointed the first two kings of 

Israel. 

Girls 

13. Beryl. Beryl is a Yiddish name that means “bear.” It also 

unisex. 

14. Charlotte. Charlotte is a popular name popularized by 

immigrants because it means “free,” though it’s not strictly 

Jewish 

15. Ella. Ella is a nickname for Elizabeth, which is a Hebrew 

name meaning “God is my oath.” 

16. Esther. Esther is a Hebrew girls name meaning “star.” 

Queen Esther was the Jewish wife of the King of Persia, and 

heroine who saved the Jews in the Purim story. 

17. Evie, which is very similar to Chava (Eve in English) is 

the Hebrew name of Eve, the first woman God created. 

18. Sadie. It’s a nickname for Sarah (meaning “princess”), a 

name made famous by the biblical wife of Abraham, also 

the mother of Isaac. 

    For more naming inspiration, visit the Jewish Baby Name 

Finder at www.kveller.com/jewish-baby-name-finder/. 

18 Jewish Baby Names That Were Popular — in 1917!
BY JOANNA C. VALENTE, KVELLER

JOANNA C. VALENTE IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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“A Place at the Table”

A 
Place at the Table” tells the story of two middle-

school girls, Elizabeth and Sara — one Jewish 

and one Muslim — whose friendship begins in 

a South Asian cooking class taught by Sara’s 

mother. Elizabeth is a budding chef and Sara is the new 

kid in school. Both girls have mothers who are studying to 

become American citizens, and as the girls gravitate toward 

each other, they must learn to ask awkward questions, be 

open to honest answers and comfortable standing up for 

each other even at the expense of other relationships. 

    While it seems America is struggling with deep divides 

that appear insurmountable, this delightful book teaches 

that difference does not inherently mean discordance. 

What’s more, it provides a positive example for its readers 

on how to navigate the very differences that make each 

person unique. 

    This timely middle-grade novel is co-written by Saadia 

Faruqi, an immigrant from Pakistan who has two kids, and 

Laura Shovan, also a mom of two and the daughter of a 

British immigrant. In a wide-ranging interview with Kveller, 

the authors discussed  parenting, allyship, identity and 

more. 

    This interview has been condensed and lightly edited.  

How did you decide to write this book together?  

Laura: I had a loose idea for a middle-grade novel called 

“Citizen Mom,” about a girl who wanted to help her mother 

through the citizenship process. But I realized that my 

view of being first-generation American didn’t include the 

experience of someone not born in the U.S. Saadia was my 

first choice of authors to partner with on this story. Not 

only is she raising first-generation American kids, I admire 

her writing and activism. I pitched the idea to Saadia and 

we began to develop the characters and plot together. 

Saadia: Writing stories about first-generation kids and the 

citizenship experience was important to me, especially 

since it’s my own story. I became a U.S. citizen in 2016, a few 

A Muslim and a Jewish woman co-wrote a  
children’s book about standing up to prejudice
BY TALIA LIBEN YARMUSH, JTA

 

4 OCTOBER 2021 KIDDISH

Laura Shovan, left, the cover of “A Place at the Table,” and Saadia Faruqi (QZB Photography/Clarion Books/Laura Joy Burke)
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months before the presidential election that year. It was a 

milestone for me and my family in many ways. 

Throughout the book, while grappling with the reality that 

there are those around her who are blatantly anti-Muslim, 

Sara herself exhibits some shame and embarrassment at 

being Muslim. Saadia, did you have a similar experience 

when you were her age?  

Saadia: I grew up in Pakistan, where almost everyone was 

Muslim. I never felt out of place or attacked in any way. 

It was only when I came to the U.S. as an adult that I saw 

the world with different eyes. I saw racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia and so much more all around me. I’m not 

saying it doesn’t exist elsewhere, but rather that I’d never 

been the brunt of it until then. Sara’s experiences in “A 

Place at the Table” are more reflective of my children’s lives 

than my own. 

What are some ways that someone who is a minority can 

feel pride in their heritage without feeling alienated by it? 

Laura: Sharing that heritage with friends or a community 

is important. Going to Hebrew school with a handful of 

school friends made me feel less alienated as a kid. 

Saadia: As an author, I make myself available for 

many school visits throughout the year, in person and 

virtual. This allows me to engage with my readers of all 

backgrounds, but in particular allows me to connect 

with readers who identify with me in terms of religion or 

culture. Muslim kids or immigrant kids can talk to me and 

feel a sense of pride, self-confidence and happiness. 

There’s an intense scene in the book when a character 

says something racist. But another character, Stephanie, 

steps in and says, “You can’t say stuff like that.” This really 

struck me — it’s hard to stick up to bullies, especially ones 

you are friends with. What advice can you give kids who 

are in a similar situation? How can they find the courage 

to do what Stephanie did? 

Laura: The character of Stephanie is popular, well-liked and 

has all the privilege that comes with being of the dominant 

culture. Because Stephanie is a girl with social currency, she 

has the power to speak up and correct Elizabeth’s friend, 

Maddy. Without sharing any spoilers, it isn’t until Maddy 

begins to appreciate Sara’s mother—as a person, not a 

stereotype—that she begins to change. 

Saadia: It’s definitely hard to stick up for someone against a 

bully, whether they’re a child or an adult. That’s one of the 

reasons we wrote this book: to offer a road map to readers 

about allyship. It’s really important in this day and age to 

not stand by quietly when something terrible is being said 

because it escalates the situation and makes the bullying 

worse. My advice to kids is to talk about these issues with 

each other, have a plan about what you’re going to say and 

tell adults when bullying is happening. 

There are several occasions in the book in which well-

meaning people say the wrong thing that ends up being 

insulting. How do you suggest kids address other kids, and 

even adults, in this kind of situation? 

Saadia: I think we can get a little more educated about 

what is hurtful or not, and that comes through reading, 

asking questions and learning from each other. It’s always 

OK to ask why something is offensive, as long as you do so 

in a respectful manner. 

Laura: We tried to model handling these unintentional 

microaggressions in a number of scenes. 

In today’s political climate, when xenophobia and 

antisemitism are on the rise, how do you suggest kids 

address their friends who parrot such beliefs from their 

own parents? 

Laura: That’s a tough question. I had a friend in high school 

who, for religious reasons, believed I was going to hell. No 

matter how many conversations or arguments we had 

about it, he clung to that belief. So I’d say that kids can be 

very clear that hateful rhetoric like antisemitism is not 

only wrong, it’s also personally harmful. But I’d also say 

that it’s OK for kids to put up a boundary there if the other 

person continues to use hate speech. 

Saadia: I always suggest talking to your friends and 

explaining why something is harmful. If nothing else works, 

it may be time to remove yourself from a friendship. Sara 

and Elizabeth in the book offer a great way to do this 

tactfully in the way they treat Maddy. 

What advice do you have for parents reading this who 

want to raise thoughtful, kind and open-minded children? 

Saadia: Parents should first have that mindset themselves. 

Read about the issues that affect the world today, and 

work on yourselves first. If you’re trying to be thoughtful 

and kind yourself, your children will follow your footsteps 

without any preaching. I make it a daily practice to talk 

with my kids about important topics. We watch the news 

together, discuss politics and social topics, and much more. 

This allows my children to learn about what’s important to 

me and make up their minds about how they want to live 

their lives. 

Laura: My best advice is to model being thoughtful, kind 

and open-minded. But also to talk with your kids when 

you make a mistake and say or do something that’s 

hurtful to another person. Discuss what happened, how 

you attempted to fix it and what you learned from the 

experience.  

SGPV’S JEWISH YOUTH & PARENTS
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Aunt Sally’s  Aunt Sally’s  
Old-Fashioned  Old-Fashioned  
Apple CakeApple Cake

Food reminds us of 
beloved relatives 

BY JUDY BART KANCIGOR

RECIPES 
SUMMON THE 

PAST
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Unlike a photo or even 
a video, a treasured 
recipe, passed down 
from mother to daugh-
ter for who knows how 

long, summons the past with all 
five senses, revealing a slice of our 
ancestors’ life, a cuisine borne by 
ingenious Jewish women within 
the confines of both kashrut and 
poverty.  
  No food reminds me more of my 
grandma, Mama Hinda, than her 
challah. I grew up downstairs from 
my grandparents in our two-family 
home in Belle Harbor, New York. 
My brother and I never needed 
coaxing to go up and light Shab-
bos candles with them each Friday 
night. From the time we arrived 
home from school, the baking 
challahs sent intoxicating fingers 
through every room in our house. 

  I hadn’t looked at my grand-
mother’s challah recipe since her 
death in 1975 at age 91, when she 
had dictated it in Yiddish to my 
mother, at my request, during her 
final hospitalization. It took writing 
my cookbook to motivate me to 
try it.  
  This recipe just had to be includ-
ed. “Add a little sugar. Mix with 
warm water.” Measurements, where 
given at all, are in glasses, not 
cups. But which glass?

  I call Faye Levy, author of “1,000 
Jewish Recipes” and “Jewish Cook-
ing for Dummies.” She helps with 
the measurements, but cautions: 
“Is your grandmother’s challah 
gaining the rosy glow of childhood 
memories, impossible to dupli-
cate? Recalling the warm family 
atmosphere in which your loving 
grandmother served you challah 
may have something to do with 
how good it tasted.” 
  Could Faye be right? I start bak-
ing. Challahs 1 and 2 are disas-
ters. I’m thinking, perhaps asking 
for a recipe when one is on her 
deathbed may not be the most 
opportune moment to do so. Eight 

batches later I’m getting decent 
challahs, even good challahs, but 
still not Mama Hinda’s challah. 

  “Oh, Judy, why don’t you just go to 
Poul’s Bakery and buy a challah?” 
suggests my mother. No one could 
ever accuse my mother of being 
overly sentimental. But I’m on a 
mission.  
   I buy a challah from Poul’s on Tu-
stin Avenue in Orange (now gone, 
alas) and tear into it. Omigod—
Mama Hinda’s challah! I consult 
owner Fred Hyde, kicking myself 
for not calling on him eight batch-
es sooner.  
  “My challah is too crusty,” I whine. 
He looks at my recipe: “Bake for 10 
to 15 minutes in slow oven. Then 
raise heat,” instructed Mama Hinda. 
Hyde disagrees. “If the temperature 
is too cold, it takes longer to bake 
the inside, so it’s drying on the out-
side. Most home ovens are about 
25 degrees off, so bake it at 375 for 
20 to 25 minutes, never more than 
30.”  
  He generously gives me his chal-
lah recipe, but it’s by weight, not 
cups. When I do the math, with a 
silent thanks to my high school 
algebra teacher Mr. Falkenheim, I 
am amazed to discover that Hyde’s 
recipe is very similar to the one I 
have been working with. So what 
am I doing wrong? I call him back. 
  “It’s really hard to make bread 
at home kneading by hand,” he 
tells me. “Use your mixer, with the 
paddle, if your machine can take it, 
or use the hook.” But Mama Hinda 
kneaded by hand. And trust me, 
she never saw the inside of a gym.  
  But those were the arms that in 
1907 carried a 9-month-old on a 
ship across the Atlantic. Those arms 
held, dressed, fed, sewed for and 
cleaned up after seven children 
during the Depression, with no con-
veniences. I decide no bicep curls 
will ever give me her strength, and I 
make the pivotal decision to go for 
the finished product. The heck with 
the method. 

 Guiltily eyeing my KitchenAid 
machine, I tell myself, hey, I’m not 
driving around in Papa Harry’s ‘51 
Pontiac. I’m sure my grandparents, 
who had witnessed the horse and 
buggy give way to Sputnik, would 
approve. Miraculously, after a few 
adjustments, there it is, lucky No. 
13, Mama Hinda’s challah.  
  Thomas Wolfe was wrong–you 
can go home again. You just may 
have to take a different road to get 
there.  
  All of Mama Hinda’s recipes were 
in her head, and if not for my Aunt 
Sally, who laboriously wrote them 
down in her notebook, I would 
never have gotten them. Mama 
Hinda’s sweet potato casserole–
check. Her kishka–check. Her 
maple walnut cake, Passover cakes 
and, of course, her guggel-mug-
gel–check, check, check.  
  Everything from Aunt Sally’s 
kitchen always looked as good as 
it tasted. Her maxim: “When you’re 
cooking, you can’t do anything else 
at the same time.” I always think 
of that when I’m cooking and the 
phone keeps ringing and I can’t 
remember if I’ve added the salt.  
  This simple apple cake was a 
family favorite. When I was testing 
recipes for my cookbook, every 
one of my “tasters“ said it was just 
like their bubbe or tanta used to 
make.   

JLIFE FOOD EDITOR JUDY BART KANCIGOR IS 
THE AUTHOR OF “COOKING JEWISH” (WORKMAN) 
AND “THE PERFECT PASSOVER COOKBOOK” (AN 
E-BOOK SHORT FROM WORKMAN), A COLUMNIST 
AND FEATURE WRITER FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS AND CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE WEB AT  
WWW.COOKINGJEWISH.COM.
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Aunt Sally’s  
Old-Fashioned  
Apple Cake

Yield: 9 servingsYield: 9 servings

1¼ cups all-purpose flour1¼ cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt½ teaspoon salt
4 medium sweet apples such as Gala or Fuji, peeled and 4 medium sweet apples such as Gala or Fuji, peeled and 
thinly slicedthinly sliced
½ cup apricot jam½ cup apricot jam
Juice of ½ lemonJuice of ½ lemon
3 large eggs, at room temperature3 large eggs, at room temperature
1 cup sugar1 cup sugar
½ cup vegetable oil½ cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

 1.  Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease an 8-inch square baking pan.
 2.  Stir flour, baking powder and salt together in a bowl. 
 3.  Combine apple slices, jam and lemon juice in a bowl. 
 4.  Beat eggs well with electric mixer at medium speed. 
Gradually add sugar, beating until light and fluffy, about 2 
minutes; add oil and vanilla, scraping bowl several times. Reduce 
speed to low; blend in flour mixture.
 5.  Spread half the batter evenly into prepared pan; cover with 
apple mixture. Top with remaining batter and bake on center 
oven rack until golden, about 1 hour. Cool cake in pan set on 
wire rack. Cut into squares and serve. 

Mama Hinda’s Challah 
(well, sort of) 

To bring cold eggs to room temperature in a hurry, place in To bring cold eggs to room temperature in a hurry, place in 
warm water to cover for 5 minutes.warm water to cover for 5 minutes.
Yield: 1 large challahYield: 1 large challah

3½ cups bread flour, divided 3½ cups bread flour, divided 
½ cup warm water, divided ½ cup warm water, divided 
2¾ teaspoons active dry yeast 2¾ teaspoons active dry yeast 
1 teaspoon plus 1/4 cup sugar 1 teaspoon plus 1/4 cup sugar 
2 large eggs, at room temperature 2 large eggs, at room temperature 
¼ cup canola OR corn oil ¼ cup canola OR corn oil 
1½ teaspoons kosher salt 1½ teaspoons kosher salt 
Optional: 1/3 cup raisins Optional: 1/3 cup raisins 
1 egg yolk mixed with 1 tablespoon water 1 egg yolk mixed with 1 tablespoon water 

 1.  Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
 2.  Remove 2 tablespoons from flour and set aside to use if 
needed. Place remaining flour in large bowl of electric mixer 
fitted with dough hook or flat paddle. Make well in center and 
pour in 1/4 cup warm water (100-110 degrees). Sprinkle yeast 
over water, then add 1 teaspoon sugar on top. Stir water, 
yeast and sugar together gently, keeping it in well. It is OK if a 
little flour becomes incorporated. Let stand about 10 minutes 
until bubbly. 
 3.  In separate bowl, beat eggs, oil, ¼ cup sugar and salt 
with fork. Add egg mixture to flour mixture. Add ¼ cup warm 
water. Beat at slow speed until incorporated, then at medium 
speed at least 5 minutes. Dough should feel smooth and 
silky, and, to quote Jeffrey Nathan – author of “Adventures 
in Jewish Cooking” – “like a baby’s tush.” If too sticky, add 
additional flour by the tablespoon and continue to mix a few 
more minutes. 
 4.  Place ball of dough in large oiled bowl, turning dough 
so it is oiled all over. Cover and let rise in warm place at 
least 1 hour or until almost doubled in bulk. (I use my oven, 
preheated on lowest setting, then turned off.) When dough 
has almost doubled, punch it down and knead by hand 1-2 
minutes. Separate dough into three equal parts, roll each 
section into strands and braid. Place on prepared baking 
sheet, cover with slightly dampened cloth and let rise in warm 
place 1 hour.
 5.  Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
 6.  Brush top with egg yolk mixture and bake 25-30 minutes 
or until brown on top and bottom sounds hollow when 
tapped. 
Source: “Cooking Jewish” (Workman) by Judy Bart Kancigor  

Mama Hinda’s Challah (well, sort of)Mama Hinda’s Challah (well, sort of)
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“No food reminds 
me more of Mama 
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challah.” 
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 FEATURES

MY FATHER’S LESSON

Earlier this year, when my father 
was in the last weeks of his life, 
he told us a story that none of 
us knew or remembered. In the 
1960s, when he was running a 

regional roofing company in Florida that 
became a multi-state, multi-million-dollar 
conglomerate, he saw that his unions 
were weaker because they were racially 
segregated. 
    “It didn’t make any sense,” he told us. 
“These guys would have been stronger if 
they worked together.” 
    So he went to the head of the Black 
union and then the head of the white 
union and told them they needed to 
integrate. And they did, he said, making 
his company the first in its industry and in 
the South with an integrated union. 
    Some unions were integrated in the 
late 19th century, so I have no idea if my 
dad’s story was really a first in his industry. 
But what I do know is that as a business 
leader in Miami 60 years ago, my Jewish 
father was a staunch supporter of labor 
unions—even though he was management, 
not labor. Throughout his business career, 
which included founding an airline in the 1970s, he 
championed the rights of workers to organize. It was 
evident to him that the success of his companies 
was dependent on the success and satisfaction of his 
workers. This position strengthened his bottom line by 
creating a loyalty and devotion among his workforce 
that is rare today. Air Florida employees—from flight 
attendants to pilots to receptionists—continue to hold 
reunions where they speak of him with love, and many lit 
candles and came to his memorial service when he died. 
    I’m now a rabbi, and I can quote the Mishnah about 
our obligation to workers, but the truth is that my 
father was my primary teacher here. My dad taught 
me that businesses thrive when the dignity of every 
human being is honored—workers, customers and 
shareholders alike. He taught me that there is no 
contradiction between being pro-business and pro-
union. He taught me that our economy and society 
can be both prosperous and caring. He taught me that 
standing for the rights of workers is what it means to be 
a proud Jew. 
    I thought about my father’s lessons several times this 
month, especially after labor leader Randi Weingarten 
in a JTA interview used language to suggest that the 
modern Jewish community was less likely to support 
unions than it had in generations past. In response 

to criticism, Weingarten conceded that she could have 
expressed her point more artfully, but her essential point 
stands: that “historically, there was much less equivocation 
about whether to be pro-union in the Jewish community.” 
    As we’ve just watched Amazon spend huge sums to 
defeat a union-organizing effort in Alabama, and as we 
debate the Jewish community’s changing relationship with 
labor organizing, let’s remember the entire generation of 
Jewish business leaders, like my father, for whom unions 
were essential. We often tell the stories of the immigrant 
generation who were the labor leaders. Their children, 
many of whom went on to sit on the other side of the 
negotiating table while valuing labor rights, are also part 
of the Jewish people’s legacy and identity. Not just mine, 
but ours. 
    As I mourn my father, Eli Timoner, “zichrono livracha,” 
one way to honor his memory is to champion labor 
organizing efforts as he did, and especially to stand with 
all front line workers—everyone from teachers to nurses 
to delivery workers—all those who keep the world moving 
even in a pandemic. Another is to hold up his example 
and the promise it contains—of businesses that care for 
people, an economy that values workers, and a society 
that works for all.  

BY RABBI RACHEL TIMONER, JTA

RABBI RACHEL TIMONER IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE 
MAGAZINE. 

Jews must value labor even when they become management

Eli Timoner stands with his family, including future rabbi Rachel Timoner, on a plane  
from the airline he founded. (Courtesy of Rachel Timoner)
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TUESDAYS
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
(Every First Tuesday  
of the Month)  
Caffeine for the Soul - 
Chabad Women’s Circle, CIE 
 
7:30 - 8:30 PM 
(Every week until  
October 14, 2021) Weekly 
Torah Study, TSO

THURSDAYS
3:00 - 4:00 PM 
Rabbi Carrier’s “Ask Me 
Anything” live on Facebook, 
YouTube, and Twitch, PJTC 
 
7:30 - 9:00 PM 
(Every week until  
October 16, 2021) 
Judaic Studies, TSO

FRIDAYS
7:30 - 8:30 PM
(Every week until  
December 25, 2021) Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
Services, TSO

7:30 PM
Shabbat Service, PJTC  

7:30 - 8:30 PM 
Virtual Shabbat Services, BSW

SATURDAYS
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
(Every week until  
December 25, 2021) Shabbat 
Shachrit  
Services, TSO  

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Temple Ami Shalom Shabbat 
Service In-Person, TAS  
 
SUNDAYS
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
(Every week until  
October 10, 2021)  
Hebrew/Sunday School, TSO 

SATURDAY, OCT. 2 & 9 
8:00 PM 
SUNDAY, OCT. 3 & 10 
2:30 PM 
THURSDAY, OCT. 7 
7:30 PM
JFed Players present: 
Scapino!, Portico’s Art Space
2033 E Washington Blvd 
Pasadena, CA 91104

FRIDAY, OCT. 8, 15 & 22
9:30 AM
Gan Katan, JFSGPV

MONDAY, OCT. 11 
EVERY MONTH ON THE 
2ND MONDAY UNTIL 
DECEMBER 13, 2021
7:30 - 9:00 PM
JFed Participatory Reading, 
JFSGPV

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 13
1:00 - 2:30 PM
Town Hall: 2021 Community 
Survey Results, JFSGPV

SUNDAY, OCT. 17
7:00 - 8:00 PM
The Mikvah Mystique with 
Sarah Karmely, CoP

TUESDAY, OCT. 26
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Jewish Book Festival Presents: 
David Page, JFSGPV
 
SUNDAY, OCT. 31
12:00 - 2:00 PM
Jewish Book Festival Presents: 
Ami Ayalon, JFSGPV

Beth Shalom
of Whittier (BSW)
www.
bethshalomofwhittier.net 
 
B’nai Simcha
Community Preschool
www.bnaisimcha.org 

Chabad of Arcadia
(CoA)
www.jewisharcadia.com

Chabad of Pasadena
(CoP)
www.chabadpasadena.
com 

Chabad of the
Inland Empire (CIE)
www.
chabadinlandempire.com

Congregation Hugat
Haverim (CHH)
www.hugathaverim.com 

Jewish Federation
of SGPV
(JFSGPV)
www.jewishsgpv.org

Pasadena Jewish
Academy (PJA)
www. 
pasadenajewishacademy.
com

Pasadena Jewish
Temple & Center (PJTC)
www.pjtc.net

Temple Ami Shalom
(TAS)
https://templeamishalom.
org/

Temple Beth Israel of
Pomona (TBI)
www.tbipomona.org 

Temple Beth David of
the San Gabriel Valley
(TBD)
www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of
Highland Park and Eagle
Rock (TBILA)
www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)
www.templebnaiemet.org 

Temple Sinai of Glendale
(TSG)
http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of
Ontario (TSO)
www.
templesholomofontario.
org

Tree of Life Preschool 
(formerly TBI Preschool)  
(ToL)
www.www.tbipomona.
org 

 COMMUNITY 
 CALENDAR

All events listed here 
are virtual unless 
otherwise noted. 
Please visit www.
jewishsgpv.org/
virtual-calendar for 
details.

Keeping our 
Community Connected  
We applaud our 
community and the 
tremendous effort to 
transition to virtual 
events. If you have 
a virtual event that 
you would like to 
share please send an 
email to federation@
jewishsgpv.org
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October 2021

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF THE GREATER SAN GABRIEL AND POMONA VALLEYS’

JFED PLAYERS COMMUNITY THEATER ENSEMBLE PRESENT 

SCAPINO!
A CLASSIC COMEDY OF YOUNG LOVERS IN CONFLICT WITH THEIR DISAPPROVING, GRUMPY 

FATHERS. IT HAS EVERYTHING: MUSIC, PHYSICAL COMEDY, SATIRE, ROMANCE AND 

IMPROVISATION WHICH MAKE SCAPINO! A THOROUGHLY ENJOYABLE ROMP FOR THE WHOLE 

FAMILY. THIS IS ALSO OUR FIRST OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE!

• PERFORMANCES

• SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 & 9, 8 PM 

• SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 & 10, 2:30 PM 

• THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 7:30 PM

• TICKETS- $30 PRIORITY | $20 GENERAL |

 $15 GROUP

• LOCATION- PORTICOS ART SPACE’S COURTYARD 

2033 E. WASHINGTON BLVD., PASADENA

• PROOF OF VACCINATION IS REQUIRED FOR 

ADULTS AND ELIGIBLE CHILDREN;  UNVACCINATED 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN WILL REQUIRE A 

NEGATIVE COVID TEST WITHIN 72 HOURS OF THE 

PERFORMANCE

FOR TICKETS VISIT WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG 

OR CALL 626.445.0810
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WARSAW, Poland (JTA) — Jews who were murdered by the 
Nazis have two days of commemoration devoted to them. 
Now two Jewish leaders have proposed a third day of 
Holocaust remembrance—devoted to the Jews who survived. 
    Jonathan Ornstein, director of the JCC Krakow in Poland, 
and Michael Berenbaum, director of the Sigi Ziering Institute 
at the American Jewish University, have jointly proposed a 
new holiday. Holocaust Survivor Day would be celebrated 
on June 26, the birthday of a prominent Polish survivor and 
advocate. 
    The proposal, which Ornstein and Berenbaum hope 
will catch on among Jews around the world, comes as the 
number of living survivors is dwindling and after a year in 
which COVID-19 exacted a steep toll on them. 
    “We, the next generations, have been privileged to meet 
these remarkable individuals and have tried to make sure 
they are taken care of in our family, our synagogues, our 
community centers,” the two men wrote in an op-ed in The 
Jerusalem Post this month. “But as a society we must ask 
ourselves one question: Have we done enough?” 
    The victims of the Holocaust are commemorated annually 
on Jan. 27, the anniversary of the 1945 liberation of the 
Auschwitz camp, and during Yom Hashoah each spring. 
These days are focused on commemorating victims, and 
talking about the dangers of antisemitism, prejudice and 
hatred toward other people. 
    The new day, Ornstein and Berenbaum said, would 
focus on how to help survivors, whether by providing 
companionship and listening to their stories or by gathering 
needed material support, such as food.

As Holocaust survivors dwindle, 
a proposal emerges for a day 
devoted to them 
By Katarzyna Markuz  

Senator Jon Ossoff thanks voters at the Dunbar Neighborhood Center in 
Atlanta, Ga, Jan. 5 2021. (Getty Images)

Former prisoners of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp at an International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day event at the former camp in Oswiecim, Poland, Jan. 
27, 2020. (Damian Klamka/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images)

In a Yom Kippur  
speech, Jon Ossoff 
condemned antisemitism  
at Georgia high schools 
By Ben Sales 

    The pair proposed June 26 because it is the 
birthday of Marian Turski. Born Mosze Turbowicz in 
1926, Turski survived Auschwitz and the 1945 death 
march of prisoners from that camp to Buchenwald. 
Following liberation Turski moved to Warsaw, 
where he is involved in the work of the Association 
of the Jewish Historical Institute in Poland, the 
Association of Jewish Combatants and Victims of 
the Second World War and the Polin Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews. 

 (JTA) — Jon Ossoff spoke at an Atlanta synagogue on 
Yom Kippur to denounce two incidents of antisemitic 
graffiti at local high schools. 
    At the onset of the holy day, a high school in Cobb 
County, next to Atlanta, reported that someone had 
graffitied a swastika and “Heil Hitler” on a bathroom 
door, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
Similar graffiti was found at another nearby high 
school just days earlier. 
    The school district did not condemn either 
incident as antisemitism, instead calling it “hateful 
graffiti” or “hate speech.” 
    Ossoff, 34, the freshman Democratic senator 
from Georgia, told worshipers at the Reform 
Temple Emanu-El on Yom Kippur that his reaction 
to the graffiti was informed by the memory of the 
Holocaust.| 
    Ossoff said his generation was raised “with the 
words ‘Never Forget’ pressed into our minds.” 
    “So when at Pope High School in Marietta, Georgia, 
a swastika and a tribute to Adolf Hitler are scrawled 
on school walls … it must inflame in us the same 
passion for the survival of our people that burned in 
the hearts of the generation that emerged from the 
Shoah and built a future for the Jewish people here 
in America, around the world, and the Land of Israel,” 
he said, according to the Journal-Constitution. 
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LAST WORDLAST WORD

“The pursuit of knowledge for  “The pursuit of knowledge for  
its own sake, an almost fanatical its own sake, an almost fanatical 
love of justice and the desire for  love of justice and the desire for  

personal independence, these are personal independence, these are 
the features of the Jewish  the features of the Jewish  

tradition which make me thank tradition which make me thank 
my stars that I belong to it.”my stars that I belong to it.”  

— Albert Einstein— Albert Einstein
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