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AT T O R N E Y  L A U R E N C E  J .  B R O C K

A Divorce & Family Law 
Attorney You Can Trust

DIVORCE | CHILD CUSTODY | SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
DIVISION OF ASSETS | ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY

909-466-7661

Let's get connected for our latest news & updates

114A W Lime Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016

JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL’s
Join the 24th Annual

The exceptional group of supporters who
make the Jewish Book Festival possible.

Join by August 4, 2022
To join visit www.jewishsgpv.org

or call 626.445.0810

2035 Lake Ave
Altadena, CA

Call (626)798-7645 | Email: info@greenbergortho.com
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CAMP GAN SHALOM

AVAILABLE PROGRAMS: 

WHERE JUDAISM COMES ALIVE! 2022

KEHILLA (K-5TH)

MANHEEGIM* (6TH-8TH)

June 13 - July 15 (Weeks 1-5)
Pasadena Jewish Temple & Center 
1434 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena 

July 18 - August 5 (Weeks 6-8) 
Temple Beth Israel of Pomona 

3033 N. Towne Avenue, Pomona

WHEN? WHERE? 

To register visit: 
www.jewishsgpv.org

Visit the “Camp Gan Shalom” tab under 
“Our Programs” to learn more, or send an 

email to ganshalom@jewishsgpv.org.

*O   ew spots e  ri g 
se e te  wee s

12 DAY TRIP TO

October 23 - November 3, 2022
ISRAEL
$4,425 per person
from LAX (plus tips and taxes)
Includes: Round trip airfare from Los Angeles
on El Al. Expert guidance, all entrance fees,
luggage handling, local VAT tax, and deluxe
and 4-star hotel accommodations. All
transfers and touring in luxury motor-coach.
Israeli breakfast daily plus 6 dinners.
*Price does not include optional 3 day trip to Petra.

To learn more and to RSVP contact
Cantor Judy Sofer:
jsofer@jewishsgpv.org | 626.445.0810

*

Back to School Drive
JUNE 1ST - JULY 15TH

Please help us reach our goal of providing 2,000 students of low income 
families with backpacks and supplies for the upcoming school year.

HELPING PEOPLE. CHANGING LIVES.

790 W. Chestnut Ave.

Monrovia, CA 91016

191 N. Oak Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91107 626.358.3486info@foothillunitycenter.org

www.foothillunitycenter.org

For more details, volunteer info and other ways you can help visit: 
www.bts.foothillunitycenter.org, scan QR code below 

or DONATE TODAY, Text GIVETOKIDS to 91999

Need Help? Call 626.358.3486 to register or to see if you qualify to recieve services. 

Back to School Distribution will take place at Santa Anita Park Racetrack on August 2nd. 

e re s ppor g oothi  it  
e ter s  to hoo  rive
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SGPV’S 
JEWISH LIFE

2022 
CAMP 

BOB 
WALDORF 

Jewish Cultural 
Summer Session

June 15 - 26

818-957-4900
registration@campbobwaldorf.org
www.campbobwaldorf.org

Entering Grades 
(as of Fall 2022): 

4th-12th Grade

Price: $800 
Financial assistance available

Jewish overnight camp is back!
Come & experience camp magic this 
summer in Glendale. Join our camp 

family as we embark on exciting 
new adventures to learn about our 
Jewish identity in meaningful and 

immersive ways. Don’t miss out 
on 12 days filled with laughter, 

joy, & so much more.
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(888)355-3039 ext 118 • www.mpssm.com

Millennium Pension Services is a Third-Party 
Administration firm specializing in income 
sheltering strategies for professional and small 
businesses. If you wish to control your tax 
liabilities retirement plan should be at the 
forefront of your strategy.

Financial Advisor

Payroll & 
Human Resources

Sole Prop 
Partnership 

S-Corp
C-Corp 

Non-Profit

Service Provider

CPA & Attorney

OUR SERVICES:

Proposals are complimentary 
Actuarial Consulting
Plan Design/Redesign
Plan Installation and Implementation 
Plan Documents

Annual TPA Administration
• Calculations and Actuarial Services
• Compliance with IRS & DOL Regulations
• Regulatory Reporting- Form 5500 & Attachments
• 408(b)(2) Fee Disclosures
• Outstanding Personal/Quality Services

TYPES OF QUALIFIED RETIREMENT PLANS
401(k) / 403(b) / Cash Balance Combo Plans /
DB/DC Combo Plans Prevailing Wage Plan / Solo 401(k) + 
DBPP or CBPP / MEP for Chamber Commerce

TYPES OF ENTITIES
Sole proprietors, Partnerships, LLPs, LLCs, C 
or S Corporations

Advantages of adopting a Qualified Retirement
Plan
• Maximize tax deductions
• Maximize contributions for owners /key employees
• Provide retirement income / security
• Recruit and retain key executives
• Motivate and reward employees
• Included in compensation package
• Asset Protection
• Alternate to State Mandated CalSavers Program

TARA BROWN, QPA,QKC | President NICK BROWN, 

Millennium

MORE THAN 4,100 CATS AND DOGS ARE

KILLED IN OUR NATION’S SHELTERS EVERY DAY.

But they aren’t just cats and dogs.

They are Beans and Mr. Buttons. Princess and Barkley.

They are Lulu who is afraid of the vacuum

cleaner, and George who loves cheese.

They are impromptu serenaders and accidental stunt men.

They snore. They play. They hate baths, but love the hose.

They like car rides and drooling on the window.

They are three-legged race champions and curtain ninjas.

They are tail-waggers and sloppy kissers.

They are close talkers and belly rub collectors.

They are blanket hogs and entire bed hogs.

They are individuals. And they just want

to be someone’s best friend.

One at a time, together, we can Save Them All.

save-them-all.org
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Awww … summer. That www … summer. That 
time of year when the time of year when the 
air is filled with the air is filled with the 
smell of barbecue, life smell of barbecue, life 
feels more carefree and feels more carefree and 

it is OK to wear white. it is OK to wear white. 
    For kids, it is a break from the     For kids, it is a break from the 
regular routine of the school year regular routine of the school year 
and a chance to just play and be and a chance to just play and be 
a kid. But for parents, it can be a kid. But for parents, it can be 
challenging to figure out how to challenging to figure out how to 
help their kids (and their friends) help their kids (and their friends) 
fill their time with activities that do fill their time with activities that do 
not require screens or controllers. not require screens or controllers. 
It’s why summer camp is such an It’s why summer camp is such an 
incredible experience for today’s incredible experience for today’s 
youth. And in many ways, sending youth. And in many ways, sending 
a child to summer camp is a great a child to summer camp is a great 
necessity now than ever before.necessity now than ever before.
    Now, to tell you the truth,  I am a     Now, to tell you the truth,  I am a 
bit biased. After all, for seven years bit biased. After all, for seven years 
I was the Camp Gan Shalom Direc-I was the Camp Gan Shalom Direc-
tor (plus two years as a camp direc-tor (plus two years as a camp direc-
tor for another organization). But tor for another organization). But 
I have also heard from numerous I have also heard from numerous 
people who have shared their per-people who have shared their per-
sonal stories of how transforma-sonal stories of how transforma-
tive their time at various summer tive their time at various summer 
camps was in their lives and it was camps was in their lives and it was 
irrelevant whether they attended irrelevant whether they attended 
a day camp or an overnight camp. a day camp or an overnight camp. 

The research also backs this up. The research also backs this up. 
    In fact, a recent study in Can-    In fact, a recent study in Can-
ada studied the effects of camp ada studied the effects of camp 
on kids. The results demonstrated on kids. The results demonstrated 
“that for ‘bubble-wrapped’ youth “that for ‘bubble-wrapped’ youth 
who have been over-programmed who have been over-programmed 
and overprotected, camp provides and overprotected, camp provides 
a safe environment to freely learn, a safe environment to freely learn, 
grow and develop their capabil-grow and develop their capabil-
ities.” The study also found that ities.” The study also found that 
summer camp fosters emotional in-summer camp fosters emotional in-
telligence (or EQ), self-confidence, telligence (or EQ), self-confidence, 
independence, healthy living, independence, healthy living, 
environmental awareness, learn-environmental awareness, learn-
ing, leadership and other skills that ing, leadership and other skills that 
prove beneficial long into adult-prove beneficial long into adult-
hood … attributes that cannot be hood … attributes that cannot be 
acquired on a screen.acquired on a screen.
    The study also identified seven     The study also identified seven 
key benefits a child can gain by key benefits a child can gain by 
attending summer camp. They are attending summer camp. They are 
building friendships and social building friendships and social 
skills, developing resiliency and skills, developing resiliency and 
confidence, becoming and staying confidence, becoming and staying 
physical, overcoming nature deficit physical, overcoming nature deficit 
disorder, learning the values of disorder, learning the values of 
leadership, continuing education leadership, continuing education 
in the summer, and carving time in the summer, and carving time 
for “active play.”for “active play.”
    So this summer, please send     So this summer, please send 
your kids (or grandkids) to at least your kids (or grandkids) to at least 

one week of summer camp and one week of summer camp and 
give them the gift to enjoy time give them the gift to enjoy time 
outside, making and developing outside, making and developing 
new friendships while they are new friendships while they are 
exposed to new opportunities and exposed to new opportunities and 
experiences that can and will have experiences that can and will have 
a profound impact on the rest of a profound impact on the rest of 
their lives. their lives. 
    I think there is something for all     I think there is something for all 
of us to learn from this, especially of us to learn from this, especially 
as adults. While we adults are not as adults. While we adults are not 
able to “go to camp,” I do believe able to “go to camp,” I do believe 
that we can and need to carve out that we can and need to carve out 
some time for opportunities like it. some time for opportunities like it. 
And there is no better time to do it And there is no better time to do it 
than during these summer months. than during these summer months. 
    Whether it is taking a couple of     Whether it is taking a couple of 
days off of work to do something days off of work to do something 
fun (whatever that is for you) or fun (whatever that is for you) or 
going away for a vacation, this going away for a vacation, this 
break is needed by so many of break is needed by so many of 
us. Plus, when you are inevitably us. Plus, when you are inevitably 
asked what you did during summer asked what you did during summer 
vacation, you will have something vacation, you will have something 
to share. to share. 

SUMMER OFFERS KIDS A BREAK

From Where I Sit

@JLIFE  JUNE 2022 7

JASON MOSS IS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF THE GREATER 
SAN GABRIEL AND 
POMONA VALLEYS.

Camp More Important than Ever
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There were quite a number here were quite a number 
of years when I was of years when I was 
growing up when I saw my growing up when I saw my 
paternal grandparents on paternal grandparents on 
a weekly basis. My mother a weekly basis. My mother 

was gradually earning her Ph.D. was gradually earning her Ph.D. 
in comparative literature from the in comparative literature from the 
City University of New York, and my City University of New York, and my 
grandparents would often babysit. grandparents would often babysit. 
Grandpa Nathan was an extremely Grandpa Nathan was an extremely 
quiet individual, but Grandma Rose quiet individual, but Grandma Rose 
spoke freely to us children in her spoke freely to us children in her 
heavily accented English. For years I heavily accented English. For years I 
had had this idea that had Grandma had had this idea that had Grandma 
Rose spoken to us in the language in Rose spoken to us in the language in 
which she had communicated with which she had communicated with 
her own children, I would have been her own children, I would have been 
fluent in Yiddish by the time I reached fluent in Yiddish by the time I reached 
high school. As a grandfather, I think high school. As a grandfather, I think 
differently. My thinking now is that differently. My thinking now is that 
had my grandmother spoken to me had my grandmother spoken to me 
exclusively in Yiddish, I simply would exclusively in Yiddish, I simply would 
not have understood her.  not have understood her.  
  My two oldest grandchildren have   My two oldest grandchildren have 
reached an age where they speak reached an age where they speak 
full sentences: Noam turned three in full sentences: Noam turned three in 
November and Yehuda in April. Noam November and Yehuda in April. Noam 
is exposed to both English and Hebrew is exposed to both English and Hebrew 
at home, as my son Nathan tries to at home, as my son Nathan tries to 
speak with him in English; Yehuda, speak with him in English; Yehuda, 
however, is growing up solely with one however, is growing up solely with one 
language, as my son Elie speaks only language, as my son Elie speaks only 
Hebrew with him. This makes sense Hebrew with him. This makes sense 
because Nathan is our oldest—he was because Nathan is our oldest—he was 
nine and a half when we moved here nine and a half when we moved here 
in the summer of 1997, and Elie, our in the summer of 1997, and Elie, our 
youngest child, was not even three youngest child, was not even three 
years old when we made years old when we made aliyah.aliyah. When I  When I 
speak with Yehuda, unless the context speak with Yehuda, unless the context 
is obvious, there is no chance that is obvious, there is no chance that 
he will understand my English. For he will understand my English. For 
example, if I ask Yehuda if he had fun example, if I ask Yehuda if he had fun 
in kindergarten, he will not react to my in kindergarten, he will not react to my 
words. Interestingly, he will not say to words. Interestingly, he will not say to 
me, “Saba, I do not understand what me, “Saba, I do not understand what 
you are saying.” He will just not react. you are saying.” He will just not react. 
It’s almost as if my English words are It’s almost as if my English words are 
some kind of background music. And some kind of background music. And 
so, if I want Yehuda to understand me, so, if I want Yehuda to understand me, 
I have to speak with him in Hebrew. I have to speak with him in Hebrew. 

It’s true, I could perform this grand It’s true, I could perform this grand 
experiment where I absolutely only experiment where I absolutely only 
spoke English to Yehuda, and then in spoke English to Yehuda, and then in 
a dozen years or so, we could see if he a dozen years or so, we could see if he 
had learned any English from me. I am had learned any English from me. I am 
unwilling to conduct this experiment unwilling to conduct this experiment 
because one thing is for sure: my because one thing is for sure: my 
relationship with Yehuda would be relationship with Yehuda would be 
impaired because of it. In practice, impaired because of it. In practice, 
I try doubling as much as possible; I try doubling as much as possible; 
i.e., after speaking a sentence in i.e., after speaking a sentence in 
Hebrew, I immediately give its English Hebrew, I immediately give its English 
translation.  translation.  
  With Noam, things are somewhat   With Noam, things are somewhat 
different. He knows what “English” different. He knows what “English” 
is, he knows that there are different is, he knows that there are different 
words in English for Hebrew words, words in English for Hebrew words, 
and he knows some of these and he knows some of these 
English words. Still, he will never English words. Still, he will never 
spontaneously speak in English, spontaneously speak in English, 
and if I want to be more of a and if I want to be more of a 
grandfather than English-language grandfather than English-language 
instructor to him, I feel a need to instructor to him, I feel a need to 
speak in Hebrew—though here too speak in Hebrew—though here too 
I will often immediately give the I will often immediately give the 
English translation, hoping that that English translation, hoping that that 
accomplishes something.  accomplishes something.  
  When Sarah and I were raising our   When Sarah and I were raising our 

children in Givat Ze’ev, we only spoke children in Givat Ze’ev, we only spoke 
to them in English because that is our to them in English because that is our 
native tongue, and it was in our native native tongue, and it was in our native 
tongue that we could most easily tongue that we could most easily 
build a relationship with our children. build a relationship with our children. 
Precisely because our grandchildren Precisely because our grandchildren 
are growing up in exclusively (or close are growing up in exclusively (or close 
to it) Hebrew environments, the way to it) Hebrew environments, the way 
to build a relationship with them is to build a relationship with them is 
through Hebrew.  through Hebrew.  
  Postscript: I always thought that I   Postscript: I always thought that I 
would like to be “Grandpa” rather than would like to be “Grandpa” rather than 
“Saba”; however, “Grandpa” has lost “Saba”; however, “Grandpa” has lost 
the battle for two reasons: it is not a the battle for two reasons: it is not a 
Hebrew word, and due to the “r,” it’s Hebrew word, and due to the “r,” it’s 
a tough word for a native-Hebrew a tough word for a native-Hebrew 
speaker to pronounce. Do I want to speaker to pronounce. Do I want to 
absolutely insist that my grandchildren absolutely insist that my grandchildren 
call me Grandpa rather than Saba? call me Grandpa rather than Saba? 
No. It’s enough that they experience No. It’s enough that they experience 
the meaning of this English word with the meaning of this English word with 
every fiber of their being: LOVE. every fiber of their being: LOVE.  

8 JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE
Speaking With My Grandchildren
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

VIEWPOINTS

TEDDY WEINBERGER IS DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT FOR A CONSULTING COMPANY 
CALLED MEANINGFUL. HE MADE ALIYAH WITH 
HIS FAMILY IN 1997 FROM MIAMI, WHERE HE 
WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, SARAH JANE 
ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.

Israeli Guy “I always thought that  
I would like to be “Grandpa” rather 

than “Saba.”
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CALEB GUEDES-REED AND GABE FRIEDMAN ARE CONTRIBUTING 
WRITERS TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE.

As of today, Netflix viewers can watch “The 
Beauty Queen of Jerusalem,” a period drama 
that follows a family of Spanish Sephardic 
Jews living in Jerusalem through different 
decades of the early 20th century. 

    The first 10 episodes were recently released and a 
second batch of 10 episodes will be released on July 29. 
    The series, which won four Israeli TV Academy Awards 
this year after debuting there last summer, stars Israeli 
heartthrob Michael Aloni—of “Shtisel” and “When Heroes 
Fly” fame—and is based on a book of the same name 
first translated into English in 2016. It is produced by 
Israel’s Yes Studios—which was behind the Orthodox 
family drama “Shtisel” and the IDF thriller “Fauda”—and 
is being touted as one of Israeli TV’s most expensive 
and ambitious projects yet. Its English Netflix version is 
dubbed. 
    The story flips back and forth between decades, 

from the Ottoman Empire era to the days of the British 
Mandate of Palestine, which eventually becomes the state 
of Israel. The series showcases Judeo-Spanish traditions and 
chronicles the dynamics of pre-state Jerusalem, including 
tensions between its Jewish, Arab and Christian residents—
with dialogue in Hebrew, English, Arabic and even Ladino, a 
rarity in Israeli TV. 
    The plot involves the Armoza family, whose men seem 
cursed to marry women they don’t love.  
    Aloni and fellow cast members were quick to sign on 
based on the success and quality of Sarit Yishai-Levi’s novel, 
they told audience members at a recent event at Temple 
Emanu-El’s Streicker Center in New York City. Aloni said he 
read the book in less than two days and cried while reading 
it; Swell Ariel Or, who plays Aloni’s daughter in the show, 
said she read the book in two hours.  

FROM PAGE TO SCREEN

BY CALEB GUEDES-REED AND GABE FRIEDMAN, JTA

Netflix releases Israeli period  
drama ‘Beauty Queen of Jerusalem’

Israeli TV celebrities like Michael Aloni of Shtisel, center, and Luna Mansour of Fauda, right, star in ‘The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem. ‘ (Osnat Rom)
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BRIGHT LIGHTS & SHATTERED STEREOTYPES

In a different world, Asian Jewish actor Zachary Noah 
Piser would’ve become an Olympic swimmer. 
    “Before the age where everyone started growing, I 
was like, becoming an Olympic swimmer is my 
journey. This is my path like 100%,” Zachary told me 

when we spoke recently. “And then as soon as everyone 
started hitting puberty, I was like, OK, I cannot be an 
Olympic swimmer because I am three feet shorter than 
most Olympic swimmers.” 
    Instead, Zachary found an equally incredible path: he 
has taken over the role of Evan Hansen on Broadway 
full-time, becoming the first Asian American actor to do 
so. Before this, Zachary was an original cast member of 
the international premiere of “Dear Evan Hansen” in 
Canada. 
That’s so fun. So turning to Evan Hansen, how have you That’s so fun. So turning to Evan Hansen, how have you 
been preparing to take on that role full-time?been preparing to take on that role full-time? 
    I had the opportunity to chat with Zachary over Zoom 
about feeling Evan Hansen at a molecular level and being 
“Jasian,” or Jewish Asian—a term he jokingly asserts he 
coined. 
    This conversation has been lightly edited and 
condensed for clarity. 
So could you tell me about your Jewish background and So could you tell me about your Jewish background and 
identity? How do your Jewish and Asian identities identity? How do your Jewish and Asian identities 
intersect, if at all?intersect, if at all? 
        So I grew up in California, in the Bay Area, in a 
Conservative Jewish household. My dad is Jewish with 

Lithuanian roots, and my mom is an immigrant from China. 
She grew up atheist, but she actually converted to Judaism 
before she had me. So I am a certifiable Jew, bar mitzvahed 
and everything. As a kid, I went to Hebrew day school during 
the week at Temple Beth Abraham, which I’m still connected 
to. My rabbi is actually coming to my opening night, so I’m 
very close to that community in Oakland. And then on the 
weekends, I would go to Chinese school, where I learned 
basic Mandarin, simplified, traditional, all that kind of stuff. 
    Even though there is a large Asian population [in the Bay 
Area], I think if you had asked 12-year-old, 13-year-old Zach 
how he identified, I think I actually probably would have said 
that I identified more Jewish than I did Asian-American. And 
then somewhere around high school, I really kind of took on 
the term that I coined—well, I don’t know if I coined it, but I 
think I did—Jasian: Jewish Asian. In high school, I really 
adopted that identity and really started to love how that felt. 
    In terms of how they intersect, I think they’re very similar 
in a lot of ways. First is, of course, food. Everything revolves 
around food when you’re Asian and when you’re Jewish, 
which is great. And then family is also huge for both. In Asian 
culture, a lot of families have grandparents and parents and 
kids all living under the same roof. And similarly with 
Jews—if someone says the phrase “family reunion,” 
everyone’s there in a heartbeat. A perfect example of that is 
when I first took over the role first, in the beginning of the 
year, my entire Jewish family all came, just like that. Oh, and 
the idea of tikkun olam, saving the world or healing the 

BY EVELYN FRICK, JTA

Broadway’s new ‘Evan Hansen’ is an Asian-American Jew

10 JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

Zachary Noah Piser is taking over the role of Evan Hansen on Broadway full-time, becoming the first Asian American actor to do so. (Matthew Murphy)

0622_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   10 5/31/22   7:24 AM



State Bar  

Certified  

Specialist in  

Estate  

Planning,  

Trust Law  

& Probate

(626) 793-6774
301 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 616 

Pasadena, CA  91101
mgold4law@aol.com

Serving 
the San 
Gabriel 

Valley for  
46 Years

Martin B.  

Goldman
Attorney at Law

@JLIFE  JUNE 2022 11

world, that feeling is echoed in some ways in the Asian 
culture, at least in how I grew up.
Thank you for sharing that. Also, I have to ask, was your bar Thank you for sharing that. Also, I have to ask, was your bar 
mitzvah Broadway-themed? mitzvah Broadway-themed? 
    Oh, my G-d. No. It’s so funny you ask because I was the 
worst theater kid. I did not think that I could do theater, and I 
didn’t realize that I wanted to do theater until like the end of 
high school. But then I had my first actual theatrical 
experience in high school. I played Jean Valjean, of course, in 
“Les Mis,” and I was like, Oh my G-d, this is like the best thing 
that’s ever happened to me. And I really changed my whole 
trajectory in terms of school towards doing theater. But I 
wasn’t ready to dive into a conservatory.
    Anyway, the theme was swimming. I wish I could go back to 
my 13 year-old self and just be like, what are you thinking? 
The party gifts were like, towels. I was like, what? Who would 
do this? There were balloons that looked like bubbles… it was 
so much, but it was fun. It was a blast.
    So I’ll start by saying that I think there’s always more to 
learn and to discover, especially with a role of this size. When I 
perform, I’m never like, Oh, I totally understand this character. 
It’s always a process, at least for me. And that’s kind of who I 
am, always wanting to continue that work and never just be 
content. Because I’ve been in the orbit of the show, in and out 
of the pandemic, for three years, it is in so many ways in my 
body on a molecular level. Which is a really lovely feeling.
    But to prepare for fully taking over the role, it’s a lot of 
self-care. (Which, I will say, I’m terrible at.) So for me, that 
means exercising, relaxing, steaming, stretching, going to 

voice lessons and going to therapy; all of these things are really 
important for the upkeep of my total body. In some ways, my 
granola-Berkeley-feeling comes out when I talk about it, like: My 
body’s a temple. But I’m not always that way. I do things that 
some singers will be like, you did what?!
    This role is very demanding, so it’s really about treating your 
body and mind and brain and voice as well as you can—I have 
been in communication with other Evans of “Evan Hansen past,” 
and that’s the overwhelming sense I get from their advice. And, it 
also helps knowing that [Broadway actors are] not robots, and 
sometimes it’s not going to be exactly how you want it to be or 
you might not be feeling the best. So knowing when it’s also right 
to take a day off, whether it’s a physical day, a mental health day, 
whatever that is.
Yeah, it’s interesting you bring up self-care, because I think one of Yeah, it’s interesting you bring up self-care, because I think one of 
the things I was struck most by during your performance is that the things I was struck most by during your performance is that 
you’re crying for the majority of the show. How do you re-you’re crying for the majority of the show. How do you re-
energize from that? And does that weigh on you?energize from that? And does that weigh on you?
    When I was first learning the show in Toronto, at the 
international production, I would finish one show and be like, I 
am ready for an eight-year summer. How does anyone do this? 
And the truth is that the more that you do it, [the more] it 
becomes a little bit easier to access those emotions, and to 
comprehend and digest those really difficult things. Maybe it’s 
just because, in some ways, it is a muscle—not the act of crying 
or generating tears, but the act of getting yourself to that place 
emotionally where you are in the story becomes something that 
is more easily attainable organically, instead of feeling like you 
have to force something. That’s been my experience, at least.

JEWISH COUNSELING 
AND REFERRAL NETWORK
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    There are also many shows where I’m feeling all these 
emotions, but maybe there aren’t water drops coming out of 
my eyes. As long as I feel that I am earnestly and emotionally in 
that moment, that’s the most important thing to me. 
That definitely comes across in your performance. So right That definitely comes across in your performance. So right 
now, antisemitism and anti-Asian violence are on the rise. What now, antisemitism and anti-Asian violence are on the rise. What 
does it mean to be giving representation to both of your does it mean to be giving representation to both of your 
communities on such a (literally) big stage? communities on such a (literally) big stage?  
    Yeah, the rising antisemitic and anti-Asian sentiments and 
violence do weigh on me. And it’s less about me and worrying 
about my specific safety; I think about the other people in my 
life that I am worried about. I feel like I should be contacting 
them and saying, are you okay? Do you feel safe? Those kinds 
of things. Which makes me sad that I even just have to think 
about it in that way, but it’s the stone-cold truth of where we 
are currently. 
    But in that same vein, I think I am just so honored to be able 
to represent all my intersecting communities in this show, a 
show that was originally written for an all-white cast, and it just 
so happens that I am Asian and Jewish, and I’m able to play this 
role. So especially now, when being a Jew and/or being Asian 
feels like you have a target on your back, it means everything 
to me to be able to give some kind of voice to those 
communities. 
I love how much Asian-Jewish representation there is with I love how much Asian-Jewish representation there is with 
“Dear Evan Hansen” on Broadway right now, because assistant “Dear Evan Hansen” on Broadway right now, because assistant 
director Miranda Cornell and cast member Nathan Levy are director Miranda Cornell and cast member Nathan Levy are 
also Asian Jews. Do you feel that community presence?also Asian Jews. Do you feel that community presence? 
    Oh my gosh, yes. I have met only three or four Asian Jews, so 
meeting more of them, on a personal level, it makes me feel so 
good and warm and fuzzy inside. 

    On an industry level, it also makes me more excited and 
hopeful that there will be ripple effects to open more doors for 
people with so many intersecting identities that also happen to 
magically overlap with mine. Because that also means that 
people who have those intersecting identities—who maybe 
aren’t initially included in the original intent of the show—are 
capable of sharing and telling the story. I hope that becomes 
clear: Just because [a show] is written a certain way or was 
originated by certain people who identify a certain way doesn’t 
mean that it can’t include other people who do not identify in 
those ways to tell those stories. And I think that’s the weightier 
understanding of it. But both of those feelings are really 
special. 
It’s interesting you bring up that anyone from any background It’s interesting you bring up that anyone from any background 
can come into these roles, because Evan is written as a very can come into these roles, because Evan is written as a very 
relatable teenage boy for an American audience. He’s white, relatable teenage boy for an American audience. He’s white, 
presumably not Jewish and he’s straight. Since that identity is presumably not Jewish and he’s straight. Since that identity is 
very much not yours, how do you relate to him?very much not yours, how do you relate to him? 
    That’s a great question and it’s honestly hilarious, because in 
fact, I am not straight or white, and I am Jewish. 
    At the end of the day, “Dear Evan Hansen” is really just about 
a young man who feels like an outsider. As the song says, “on 
the outside always looking in,” you know, “waving through a 
window,” and that’s a sentiment I relate to so hard. In middle 
school, I was that chubby Asian kid who had a really hard time 
making friends. And so usually the thoughts that I have before I 
enter the stage are trying to recall 10, 11, 12, 13, 14-year-old 
Zachary going through those emotions. How did that Zachary 
approach the day? How did he overcome that day? How did he 
make it through? And that’s really how I find my way into him 
every single day. 

 12 JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

“I was the worst theater kid,” Piser said. (Matthew Murphy)

0622_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   2 5/31/22   7:24 AM



FEATURES

 I saw the publication “Jewcy”  I saw the publication “Jewcy” 
called “Dear Evan Hansen” “the called “Dear Evan Hansen” “the 
latest Jewish non-Jewish latest Jewish non-Jewish 
musical.” Do you feel there’s musical.” Do you feel there’s 
Jewishness to the show?Jewishness to the show? 
    I don’t think it’s a show about 
Jews, or what it means to be 
Jewish. But I think it certainly 
makes room to include the 
Jewish community. The character 
of Jared Kleinman talks about 
going to camp, presumably a 
Jewish camp, and hooking up 
with a girl from Israel. He talks 
about bar mitzvah money, Rosh 
Hashanah—all of those moments 
create space so that Jews can 
absolutely exist in that world. So 
I don’t think [“Dear Evan 
Hansen”] is about that, but I 
think the exciting thing is that it doesn’t exclude 
[Jewishness]. 
    There’s no reason that the character of Alana couldn’t 
be Jewish, and there’s no reason why the Murphys 
couldn’t be Jewish. There’s no reason that any of those 
characters couldn’t have that as part of their character 
development if they wanted to. If it is that actor’s identity, 
there’s no reason why that couldn’t be brought to the 
table. I mean, you can’t change lines and be like, “Hi, I’m 
Jewish,” you know? You can’t do that. But there’s nothing 
that I think excludes that development if you want to 
bring that to the stage. 
Definitely. In terms of more literal identities, there have Definitely. In terms of more literal identities, there have 
been quite a few different actors who portrayed Evan been quite a few different actors who portrayed Evan 
Hansen on Broadway. So I’m curious what you feel you Hansen on Broadway. So I’m curious what you feel you 
bring to him, or how you interpret him? And how do you bring to him, or how you interpret him? And how do you 
want the audience to see Evan? want the audience to see Evan?  
    Because this character is so well-known, the most 
important thing to me about Evan is that he’s still 
relatable—that to the young folks in the audience, to the 
adults, to the parents of the kids, his anxiety, while 
palpable and maybe off-putting and uncomfortable both 
for the audience and for the characters on stage, is still 
something that everyone can understand and feel in their 
own body, so it doesn’t feel like what they’re watching is 
so far removed from what’s organically possible for them. 
    And also, what’s really important to me with Evan is that 
on the outside he can look like someone who is just really, 
really upset with his circumstances and is always focusing 
on his own struggle. But my understanding and portrayal 
of him is that he is actually an optimist. He is constantly 
craving connection with others, with his mom, with the 
Murphys, with Zoe, with Connor, with Jared and with 
Alana. He’s not a kid who has given up. He’s a person who 
is always looking to connect and hoping that this next 
time, someone will actually wave back at him. I think that 
is so crucial in the development of his character and how 
his journey goes throughout the show. 
Do you have a sense of how long you’ll be playing Evan Do you have a sense of how long you’ll be playing Evan 
Hansen full-time?Hansen full-time? 

    I will be in this role through the summer. 
    I think the thing that’s so amazing about doing this role 
full-time, knowing my history with the show, is that it’s such a 
beautiful way for my experience to culminate. It’s so 
incredible. It’s such a gift in so many ways to be able to take 
on this role. And I’m so excited to really, fully step into the 
role and take full ownership of it with its ups and downs, 
which are par for the course. I’m just really, really thrilled for 
the opportunity. 
Exciting! And just one more question. “Dear Evan Hansen” Exciting! And just one more question. “Dear Evan Hansen” 
tackles online spaces and how the internet can affect our tackles online spaces and how the internet can affect our 
mental health and emotions. Is there anything you want to mental health and emotions. Is there anything you want to 
say to Hey Alma’s online Jewish community, which has a lot of say to Hey Alma’s online Jewish community, which has a lot of 
young Jews and Jews of color?young Jews and Jews of color? 
    In “Dear Evan Hansen,” we depict the magnitude of social 
media and its influence, and how that can be 
overwhelming—which definitely rings true for me sometimes. 
And on that, I think that if anyone else is feeling that way, it’s 
OK. It’s very OK to put your phone down and take that space. 
And it’s important to use social media for your own needs, 
and to question how it serves you. 
    But I’d also like to share one of my favorite things about 
“Dear Evan Hansen.” Evan goes through a very tumultuous 
journey for the two hours and 45 minutes we see him on 
stage. But I hope the biggest takeaway from the show, 
besides being able to create space to talk about mental 
health, is that no matter how deep, how dark, how alone you 
feel, there is always hope for a better tomorrow. All of us just 
went through, and are continuing to go through, an insane 
time with the pandemic and everything that’s going on in the 
world, internationally and domestically. And whenever I’m 
feeling that weight on my shoulders, I just remember Evan’s 
mantra at the very end of the show. The last words he says are 
that he’ll keep going until he sees the sun. 
    So at the end of the day, I hope what this story imbues in 
the audience is a sense of hope that it will get better, 
whatever you’re going through, and that you should look 
forward to the next day—especially for the young Jewish and 
young Asian Jewish communities out there that are really not 
feeling seen, or feeling scared to be seen.  
EVELYN FRICK IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE.
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SHMITA

More than half of bankruptcies in the United 
States are connected to medical debt. 
For some families in the Chicago area, 
however, that debt is being erased in 
accordance with the Jewish law of shmita, 

the sabbatical year. 
    The Torah’s shmita laws prescribe that, every seven 
years, all agricultural activity in the Land of Israel is 
forbidden, and the land must be left fallow. There 
are many specific rules, including prohibition against 
plowing, pruning and planting. But a lesser-known 
custom in observance of the shmita year is the release 
of all debts. After all, in biblical times, a poor agricultural 
output one year could indebt a person to the point of 
slavery.  
    Pastor Chris Harris, who leads two churches on 
Chicago’s South Side, has been a longtime proponent 
of debt release to help low-income people in dire 
circumstances. But he didn’t know about the specific 
shmita concept when Rabbi Ari Hart, who leads the 
Orthodox Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob Synagogue and 
often collaborates with Harris’ congregations on service 

projects, reached out with an idea. 
    “I fell in love with it. And I said listen, let’s keep this thing 
rockin’,” Harris said, referring to their service partnership. 
    The pair started a fundraiser through RIP Medical Debt, an 
organization that purchases people’s medical debt from the 
debt collection market — through the help of private donation 
campaigns — and then releases it. Since their founding in 
2014, RIP Medical Debt says they have erased over $6 billion 
in debt. In 2020, Mackenzie Scott donated $50 million to the 
organization. 
    Through a campaign that began in January and finished this 
week, members of Hart and Harris’ congregations raised $1.9 
million. That will translate into medical debt relief for 2,327 
people in the Chicago area who either: earn less than two times 
the federal poverty level, have debts that constitute 5% or more 
of their annual income, or have more debts than assets. 
    The recipients don’t know the relief is coming and will be 
surprised by the news with letters in the coming days. 
    “In Jewish living today, we talk a lot about values, we teach 
about values, and that’s great, but I love this because it was real 
for those 2,000 families,” Hart said. 
    “These are very religious biblical concepts that people can 

BY JACKIE HAJDENBERG AND GABE FRIEDMAN, JTA

An interfaith coalition erased medical debts for  
over 2,000 people in the Chicago area, inspired  
by an ancient Jewish custom

14 JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

Pastor Chris Harris, who leads two Church of God in Christ congregations in Chicago, and Rabbi Ari Hart of the Orthodox Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob  
Synagogue teamed up for a shmita debt relief fundraiser. (Screenshot from Facebook)
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get trapped by debt,” he added. “It can ruin your life.” 
    Hart said he has noticed an increased interest in 
shmita within his own community, typically related to 
environmental concerns. But the interest in debt release 
is relatively new, and at least partially inspired by the 
growing calls for the White House to forgive student loan 
debt. 
    “It’s starting to happen in the Jewish community,” 
he said. “It’s cool to see it happen in the Christian 
community also.” 
    A Methodist Church in Wahoo, Nebraska is also 
partnering with RIP Medical Debt in honor of the 
“jubilee,” which is the end of a 49-year cycle, or seven 
shmita cycles. The word “jubilee” actually comes from the 
Hebrew word “yovel,” but jubilee is a typically Catholic 
concept related to the pardoning of sins. 
    Harris, who leads the Bright Star Church in Bronzeville 
and the St. James Church in West Pullman, has a long 
affiliation with and fondness for Jews and Israel. He is 
about to embark on his seventh trip to Israel; on one of 
his earlier visits, he was impressed by the NATAL center in 
Tel Aviv, which helps veterans deal with PTSD. He brought 
back lessons from the center and trained counselors who 
work in the communities he serves on NATAL protocols.  
    Hart’s congregation has teamed up with Harris’ to 
respond to “racial injustice, antisemitism, mental health, 
violence prevention, literacy” and other issues. In one 
recent example, Hart’s synagogue helped conceive of 
and build a Digital Literacy Center for children on one of 
Bright Star’s floors. So while the shmita project hit on a 

core value for Harris, he also saw it as a way to further push 
one of his other passions: Black-Jewish cooperation. 
    “Every time I’m on college campuses, people always brag 
about the fact that Blacks and Jews have been working 
together for a long time. And I tell them, you know, stop 
taking credit for what Dr. King and Rabbi Heschel did, that’s 
50 years ago… Let’s keep the old frames, and let’s put new 
pictures of us working together in that old frame,” he said. 
“Rabbi Ari Hart is one of the rabbis who said I’m very serious 
about it. And every single thing that we’ve done, he has 
showed up, it’s amazing.” 
    Hart and Harris announced the results of the fundraiser 
campaign on Sunday, at a joint worship service during 
which Harris and Rabbi Seth Limmer of the Chicago Sinai 
Congregation led a sermon about debt release. (Limmer 
has just returned to his position at Chicago Sinai after a 
four-month leave of absence, during which an independent 
investigative firm looked into allegations that he created a 
hostile work environment while he was a senior rabbi.) 
    “People of faith have had some kind of consciousness of 
this for a while but I think it’s time to start talking about 
it more,” Hart said. “Debt is not just a financial issue. It’s 
a spiritual issue, it’s a mental health issue. We know how 
crippling long-term debt can be if people can’t get out of it, 
on all levels of life.” 
    “It’s just a new frontier and shared value,” he added. “I’m 
excited about this because it’s just something that’s really 
different.” 

JACKIE HAJDENBERG AND GABE FRIEDMAN ARE CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE.

Green fields of onions and other vegetables in Eilat, israel
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“THE HOME EDIT”

I ’ve fallen deep into the rabbit hole of 
Netflix’s “The Home Edit,” and I have no 
desire to return anytime soon. 
    “The Home Edit” is a reality organizing 
show that centers around a business (and 

book) of the same name, created and run by 
friends Clea Shearer and Joanna Teplin. In each 
episode, the duo visits two homes (one of a 
well-known celebrity and one of an everyday 
family) to organize a specific room for them. The 
wow factor of the show is that the room isn’t 
just organized, but completely transformed by 
the time Clean and Joanna are finished. 
    The show is already phenomenal (for reasons 
I’ll get into shortly), but I was excited to discover 
that Clea and Joanna are both Jewish moms. It’s 
not a focal point of the show, but it’s still fun to 
hear them mention “we’re Jewish” occasionally, 
like when a client seemed puzzled they didn’t 
realize what her Jesus statue was. Reading 
through old interviews, I had to smile at their 
funny conversations about Christmas, which 
Clea grew up celebrating but Joanna did not. 
(I find this quote from Clea the most relatable 
thing about being Jewish and loving Christmas 
music: “I love Hanukkah, but like, they just need 
to come out with some carols.”) 

    Like any Jewish mom, part of their charm is in 
their relatable neuroses and anxiety, which they 
talk about openly—such as Clea’s tale of a denim-
related medical scare in season two, episode five: 
“I’m telling you right now, when I get worried 
that my fingers are blue, it’s because I’m wearing 
brand-new dark denim. I’m gonna be very worried 
that I have contracted something, and I want you 
to remind me at that time it’s my dark denim. That 
happened to me once and I called the emergency 
line at my doctor’s office. And I said I thought I was 
losing oxygen, and she asked me if I was interested 
in going to the ER. I was like ‘I’m just gonna go 
splash some water on my face.’ So I went to the 
bathroom, splashed some water on my face, and 
blue started coming out into the sink—and then I 
realized it was my denim.” 
    Not only are these two women Jewish mothers, 
but the show itself is inherently Jewish to me. 
What does two women rainbow-coding household 
objects in clear acrylic containers have to do with 
Jewish culture, you ask? On face value, nothing—
but on a deeper level, it ties into the core Jewish 
value of making the world a better and more 
beautiful place, aka hiddur mitzvah. 
    As a working parent who is parenting through 
a pandemic, my capacity to engage in making 

BY KATE HENNESSY, JTA

Have These Two Jewish Moms  
Made Organizing a Mitzvah?

16 JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

Phote Credit: John Shearer/Netflix
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the world a better place is already low. When 
my home is a mess and I can’t find what I need, 
my bandwidth drops to zero while my burnout 
soars off the charts. How am I supposed to fix the 
world and make it a better place if I can’t even 
keep my own house in order? However, watching 
(cough, binging) through “The Home Edit” gives 
me a surge of motivation to take charge, little by 
little, over the smoking chaos of my pandemic-era 
home. Organizing my pantry gives me a sense of 
power again, like I have some kind of control over 
my life when it has not felt that way at all the last 
few years. Organizing my fridge, unexpectedly, 
builds my confidence. As Clea and Joanna write 
on their blog, “If you can manage a drawer, you 
can do so much more.” Maybe it’s just me, but 
the closer I get to a fully organized home (which 
admittedly is still very much a work in progress), 
the more I feel capable, grounded and present. 
    In one episode, new mother Danielle Brooks 
(of “Orange Is the New Black”) feels guilty about 
her desire for a special space for herself, and Clea 
and Joanna tell her in no uncertain terms, “You 
deserve a space for yourself.” When I organize 
my pantry in matching containers, it’s really 
something I do just for me; my child doesn’t 
give a sh*t if everything is labeled and pristine 
when he’s reaching for a handful of crackers. 
The moments I invest time and effort into things 
purely for myself are too few and far between in a 
culture of mothers as caregivers before anything 
else. But part of Clea and Joanna’s ideology is that 
home organizing should be looked at as a form of 
home design that serves us. “In this case and as 
always, the functionality comes first and then we 
will make it beautiful,” Joanna says. 
    Traditionally, the Jewish value of hiddur 

mitzvah is used to refer to making another mitzvah 
more beautiful—for example, decorating your 
sukkah or setting a beautiful Shabbat table. (Hiddur 
mitzvah is basically the aesthetic Pinterest board 
of the Torah.) It’s about heightening the experience 
for the person practicing these rituals by enhancing 
the aesthetics. Judaism revolves around ritual as a 
way to pause and notice every moment—even the 
smallest and most mundane—and elevating them 
to something more. Hiddur mitzvah takes that a 
step further to really celebrate the beauty of these 
moments as well. 
    I just love the idea of extending this concept 
to include our everyday lives. Sometimes it feels 
hard not to slip into an exhausted autopilot as we 
struggle to get everything done every day. It’s about 
survival, not pleasure. But what if hiddur mitzvah 
were expanded to incorporate these daily tasks? Why 
shouldn’t home organizing be elevated from another 
schlep to buy groceries that leaves me schvitzing 
to a stocked and organized pantry that makes me 
kvell at what I’ve put together and want to show my 
friends? If my household’s impetus for making the 
world a better place starts with me, then aren’t the 
actions I do to get myself there (even if they’re as 
simple as organizing my spice collection), well, kind 
of sacred? I really think Clea and Joanna are onto 
something with the way they view the world. 
    In short, am I saying that home organizing while 
you binge “The Home Edit” is a capital-M Mitzvah? 
I’m not, but I’m also not not saying that it’s a 
mitzvah. In a modern world, two Jewish moms have 
elevated chores through their business to become 
something relevant, mitzvah-worthy and so Jewish—
and I’m kvelling. 
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It Takes a Community
BY REBECCA RUSSELL

BRING IT IN

Compartmentalization and labeling are two things 
that we are asked to do on a daily basis. Separate; 
judge where one thing goes and another thing 
belongs. Put the vegetables all in the same 
refrigerator drawer. Pile the bills in the right spot 

on the kitchen counter. School is for learning. Homework 
before play. Things we do mentally to move forward in the 
everyday blahs of life. Human beings need this ability in order 
to function in a community. 
    We are often asked to put forth a lot of effort on behalf of 
our communities. Follow laws. Treat each other with at least a 
small bit of respect. Keep your front yard tidy, follow societal 
rules, wear clothing. It’s as though we do everything for our 
communities. What do our communities do for us? What 
are our communities meant to be doing for us? What do we 
expect our communities to do for us? 
    According to Ron Wolfson, “a synagogue should be like 
a tent”. It should be comforting, protecting, and able to 
expand to meet the needs of the community. If you visit 
myjewishlearning.com, it says;  
    “Jewish families cannot live in isolation… The community 
provides services and experiences that the home cannot, and 
in addition, fellowship and participation in community have 
inherent spiritual value in Judaism.”  

    A Jewish Community should be there for the members of it’s 
community. I hear this so often and wonder what is missing. 
Our synagogues, Chabads, even the Jewish Federation provide 
religious learning, spiritual counsel, events for different age 
groups, holiday celebrations, rites of passage, and every 
possible way to make each of us who feel separated out and 
siloed in our different parts of the map, come together.  
    I recently received a call from a man living on the East Coast. 
His mother lives here is Southern California. While his father 
is a member of their local synagogue, his mother is not. His 
mother had the best years of her life in their family home and 
is sadly, now suffering from dementia. His family, life, and 
career are on the East Coast. His siblings similarly built lives 
away from home. They all love their mother, but are in no way 
experienced enough to be able to properly care for her. She 
is most lucid while at home and they do not want to take her 
from there; the place where all her memories are.  
    Their current insurance doesn’t cover continued care at 
the price point they can actually afford. They reached out to 
wherever they could to get help. Trusted help and not some 
cheap replacement that will take advantage of their ailing 
mother. They do not live here, but they know there has to be 
something or someone that can help.  
    This son reached me. Me. The new employee at the Jewish 
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Federation. The new resident of Southern California. The 
new director of Community Outreach and the new leader 
of the Jewish Counseling and Referral Network (JCRN). The 
person who doesn’t have any real idea of how it was done 
in the past, but knows how the Jewish Federation wants it 
to be done now. I know how I would want it to be done if it 
were me reaching out for help. 
    I looked and looked. I asked and asked. Everyone wanted 
to help, but either the price wasn’t right, or the service 
couldn’t cover that location, or there was always a reason 
that these very well-meaning people couldn’t do more than 
suggest other routes to take. And inevitably, these other 
routes didn’t pan out either. 
    I had some long conversations with this son. We had 
brain storm sessions to think outside of the box. He spoke 
of older Jewish communities he knew about in other parts 
of the country. These communities had members that 
looked in on other community members and cared for them 
even though they didn’t go to the same synagogue. Like 
the Russian Shtetls where everyone looked out for each 
other.  He asked, why don’t we have that now? Why do the 
synagogues ask me if we are members before telling me if 
they can help my mother or not?  
    I wonder if this is an ideal that we look back on older 
communities with rose colored glasses on. With the 
changing of what it means to be Jewish in America and 
the pandemic that we have all been pushing through, 
our synagogues, Chabads, and Community centers are 
stretched thin. They have a hard-enough time caring for 
the members of the synagogue, let alone members of 
their community at large. It’s hard with time being the 

new commodity that everyone is wanting more of, and funds 
diminishing as many unaffiliated Jews find their connection 
to Judaism in cultural ways instead of only through religious 
ritual. I do not think it unfair that synagogues and clergy try to 
prioritize the needs of their temple members first. That being 
said, there should still be a way for the family of this elderly 
parent to find something as simple as someone they can trust 
at a fair price to care. The clergy that this family had previously 
spoken to were still trying to find ways to help. I called them 
to follow up, and they said that their temple members didn’t 
currently have the ability to help, but that they would still keep 
looking. 
    I will not give up on moving toward a community of shared 
care. A community that is able to look outside of just it’s 
temples’ members. A community that can see the Jewish 
community as a whole and see that we are all a part of it. Even 
though it may not be me that needs that help right now, I know 
that it could be me in the future. I know that I care. I know that 
a lot of this community cares too. I am excited to see what the 
Jewish Counseling and Referral Network can become, and how 
our clergy and leaders show how they want to be a part of it 
too. They are already stepping up and this Network will only 
continue to grow. 
    Whether the Jewish Community is meant to provide these 
things in our community, or just provide connections to these 
things, we want the Jewish Counseling and Referral Network 
to be a free, safe place that people can turn to in times of need. 
No one is alone even though it so often feels as though we 
are. Let’s not compartmentalize and separate ourselves. What 
would you want done if it were you? 
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“
Boker tov,” I repeat after the teacher. I listen as everyone 

else on the Zoom call repeats the phrase meaning “good 

morning” in Hebrew. We move on to other greetings. 

“Shalom. Mah koreh?” Hello. What’s happening? It’s early 

morning in Chicago, even though I am enrolled in an evening 

class in Tel Aviv. I sip my first coffee of the day and wait for 

the caffeine to take effect. 

    My 3-month-old daughter is in a swing next to me and I 

watch her sweet face as I repeat the phrases in Hebrew over 

and over again in my virtual class that meets twice a week. 

I hope she’ll let me get through the one and a half hours 

without getting fussy. Most new parents don’t have time to 

do much besides care for their infants, and the case isn’t 

very different for us. Learning Hebrew for my daughter is 

important, though, and with time off of work, I don’t want to 

miss the opportunity to improve my skills. Having something 

to do other than baby care during my parental leave is also 

enjoyable, and since the pandemic started, several ulpanim—

Hebrew language institutes—offer online courses. Citizen 

Cafe, a non-traditional school based in Tel Aviv, emphasizes 

everyday conversation in their classes which is why it 

appealed to me most. 

    My husband is Israeli and we are raising our daughter to 

be bilingual. We want her to learn the language at a young 

age so that she will be a native speaker. Our hope is that 

when we travel to Israel to visit family, she won’t struggle to 

understand the world around her. Even though the majority 

of people also speak English in Israel, especially in Tel Aviv, 

where my husband’s family lives, and Beit Yanai, where I have 

relatives, conversations often revert back to Hebrew since 

that is the language most comfortable for people. 

    My mom is Jewish and although I was given the option of 

going to Hebrew school when I was growing up, I chose not 

to attend. When I met my husband almost five years ago, 

I thought again about studying the language. I never did. 

Though I’ve managed to pick up some words and phrases over 

time, I never seriously tried to learn. But when I got pregnant 

earlier this year, something changed for me. 

    My husband is speaking to our daughter exclusively in 

Hebrew, but I fear it won’t be enough. Although this “one-

parent-one-language” method comes recommended by the 

Linguistic Society of America and other experts in the field of 

teaching children bilingualism, I know from experience this 

method is fraught with many problems. 

    My father is Iranian and speaks Persian. When I was young, 

he tried to speak to me in Persian so I would learn another 

language besides English, but it largely didn’t work. Although 

I can understand Persian and speak at a conversational level, 

I’ll most likely never reach fluency or lose my American 

accent. Many of my Iranian American friends who grew up 

in the United States speak much more fluently than me, 

probably because their homes were exclusively Persian-

speaking, 

meaning 

both parents 

spoke the 

language. 

If only one 

parent 

speaks and 

understands 

a language, 

children 

are likely to 

recognize it 

as the non-

dominant 

language 

and utilize it 

less. 

    To try and combat this issue, we plan to be intentional 

about exposing our daughter to Hebrew as much as possible 

and in a variety of situations, through video calls with 

relatives back in Israel, playdates with the children of other 

Israelis, and books and television shows in Hebrew. Still, it 

may not be enough. 

    Another problem with only one parent speaking a language 

is that it excludes anyone in the home that doesn’t speak that 

language. Children pick up on this distinction and generally 

speak in the language that is understood by both parents 

so as not to exclude one. As a child, both my father and I 

switched to English whenever my mother was in the room, 

which limited the amount of exposure I got to the Persian 

language. My exposure came mainly from my dad speaking 

on the phone in Persian or Persian community dinner parties 

my parents and I attended. My mother would sit awkwardly, 

waiting for someone to translate something for her, every 

now and again chiming in with, “What does that mean?” 

Truthfully, I’m not only concerned that my daughter will limit 

speaking in Hebrew around me so as not to exclude me, but 

also that in an effort to expose her to the language, I myself 

will feel excluded. 

    Research shows that bilingualism is beneficial for a child’s 

brain development, increasing their ability to plan, problem-

solve, concentrate and multitask. It has other benefits as well, 

such as empathy building and creating an aptitude for other 

languages. 

    I’m learning for her sake—and for mine. As the Zoom class 

comes to a close, my instructor tells us “lehitraot,” or “bye for 

now.” I repeat the phrase, waving goodbye to my classmates 

on the screen. My daughter is sound asleep next to me. It will 

be difficult to find the time to practice and study Hebrew 

once she wakes up, but I’m inspired to learn. 

“Neshikot”
BY SORAYA FATA, KVELLER

Having a Baby Inspired Me to Finally Learn Hebrew

SORAYA FATA IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KVELLER AND KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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S
eventeen years ago, Harold Grinspoon’s vision 

of PJ Library began to take hold and today over 

670 thousand children in thirty-six countries are 

the recipients of his forward-thinking desire to 

strengthen the bonds of Judaism in families one book at 

a time. A visionary and a philanthropist, Grinspoon at the 

age of ninety plus, is still a hands-on participant in the 

work of PJ Library and his daughter-in-law Winnie Sandler 

Grinspoon sits at the President’s desk. 

    We were very fortunate to have had a visit from Winnie 

to our community a few weeks ago. Her enthusiasm and 

deep commitment to PJ Library run parallel to Harold’s 

and her desire to build on PJ’s successes are boundless and 

in fact extend far beyond the limits of earth and have now 

been launched into outer space! The very first Storytime in 

Space featured a PJ Library Book courtesy of the program’s 

counterpart in Israel called Sifriyat Pijama and the Ramon 

Foundation. The second Israeli in space, read the book A 

Beautiful World in Hebrew from the International Space 

Station to school children all across Israel. You can click 

here to hear this beautiful story read in Hebrew with English 

captions.  

    And right here on planet earth PJ Library’s amazing story 

continues. From the Ukraine,to Mentone California families 

connect with their Judaism by reading stories together. 

Almost 2800 families in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odessa and more 

are reading PJ Library books in their own language. To date 

some 50 million books have been distributed by PJ Library. 

    And right here on our own turf we provide a sense of 

connection for families on the outskirts of our Monrovia 

hub which include Lake Arrowhead, Norco, Jurupa Valley, 

Beaumont, Menefee, Murrieta and Lake Elsinore to name 
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To Infinity and Beyond
BY DEBBY SINGER

Explore New Worlds with PJ Library

0622_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   4 5/31/22   7:24 AM



SGPV’S JEWISH YOUTH & PARENTS

a few. To focus in even closer to home we are sending almost 

1300 books each month to children ages 0-9 and some 

200 more to the tweens ages 9-12. Our growth in numbers 

was rewarded recently when we won the Refer-A-Friend 

competition with seven other PJ Library communities 

including the Bay Area, San Diego, Silicon Valley, Los Angeles, 

Orange County and Phoenix. The challenge was to increase our 

enrollment by 5% and we surpassed that goal by reaching 8%. 

So much to be proud of! 

    In the past few months, strictly adhering to Pandemic 

protocols, we engaged with our families via home kits which 

arrived in the mail full of supplies to celebrate Tu B’Shvat and 

Passover. Right before the holiday marking the Birthday of 

the Trees which coincided with Martin Luther King Day this 

year, nature journals, magnifying glasses, binoculars, flower 

seeds and more accompanied a comprehensive guide loaded 

with ideas about how to be “mitzvah doers” and help repair 

the world. For Passover, participants registered to do the 

Great Matzah Bakeoff in their personalized PJ Library chef’s 

hats which we gifted to those brave bakers. And in between 

we celebrated Purim with our first ever Story Walk in Library 

Park on a sunny Sunday morning. Families followed a trail 

through the pages of the book doing special activities at each 

site. At this event, our families assembled over 100 Care Bags 

containing masks, granola bars, hand sanitizer, sunscreens, 

lip balm and more for the unhoused folks receiving services 

from Friends In Deed, a local non-profit which helps the most 

vulnerable in our community.

    And best news of all is that our Gan Katan class came back 

to life in person. The Los Angeles County Arboretum was our 

destination for our first un-Zoom gathering in over 2 years. We 

trekked through the beautiful surroundings becoming nature 

explorers and then gathered together for a mini-Shabbat 

celebration and snacks after our walk. Our second Gan meet 

up was at Library Park where we welcomed a whole new group 

of babies who will be part of another cohort of families doing 

Jewish together while forming a caring community of their 

own. 

    In the world of uncertainty, we now inhabit, PJ Library’s 

newly modified mission is to be on the forefront of combatting 

anti-semitism while strengthening the bonds of pride in being 

Jewish for families world-wide. On a local level we strive to 

accomplish these goals by providing our families with barrier 

free ways to engage with other families and by providing them 

with the tools and knowledge to create a Jewish environment 

for their children. The books which are delivered monthly 

without fail, are just the start. They tell the stories of our 

people, our values, our history, our families, our culture and 

much more. They help us frame the stories of our own lives. 

Sharing these stories, our stories, is what brings us together as 

a community and makes us stronger. Our hope is that in the 

coming months we will have the opportunity to meet more of 

our families, in person, to learn and play together and to share 

the stories of our lives. 

DEBBY SINGER  IS THE JEWISH FEDERATION’S PJ LIBRARY AND PJ OUR WAY PROGRAM 

DIRECTOR AND A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KIDDISH MAGAZINE.

The PJ Library book A Beautiful World made it to the International
Space Station and was read in Hebrew by the second Israeli in
space, to the school children of Israel. This heavenly happening
was made possible by Sifriyat Pijama (PJ Library’s Israeli division)
and the Ramon Foundation.

You can view this first Story Time in Space and hear the book read
with English subtitles by clicking here. Please enjoy!

SGPV’S JEWISH YOUTH & PARENTS
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L
ast summer, I stood at the edge of a gleaming 

ocean to watch my 12-year-old son practice 

his butterfly stroke between the waves. Legs 

pressed together in fluid motion, arms pulling 

against the current, he was confident, steady. As the tide 

stroked my toes, I remembered how he feared the ocean 

the first time we went down the shore when he was 4 

years old. Our annual ritual of beach, boardwalk and 

board games helped me reflect on who he is becoming. 

    This is a well-oiled routine for our family. It began 

because I wanted to bestow my own childhood magic 

upon my children. As a kid, I spent sandy Saturdays with 

my parents and brothers in the sunshine of that same 

shore town. Exhausted from the waves, sufficiently 

sunburnt, we’d put on clean underpants in the back 

of the minivan and spend evenings on the boardwalk 

before driving home stuffed with pizza, our yellow Igloo 

full of my mother’s uneaten peanut butter sandwiches. 

    The first time I brought my son to that beach 

his cautious nature was clear. He was afraid of the 

animatronic alligators on the boardwalk. He posed 

question after question about sand and where it came 

from. He needed to understand why and how the water 

moved, but wanted nothing to do with the ladders of 

foam and force. Together, we approached the ocean and 

our toes met shadow and shimmery wetness. He gripped 

my hand. Tight. I did not let him go. That first summer, 

even his ankles remained untouched by the Atlantic. 

    Rituals are grounding. By changing up the day-to-day 

with the repetition of ritual, the mind forms distinctive 

memories anchored around ceremonial actions. This 

is true for the Jewish holidays outlined in the Torah 

portion Emor my son recited on the bimah for his bar 

mitzvah. He instructed us how Shabbat, Passover and 

Yom Kippur tie us to our families and our communities 

through the ceremonies they each entail. It is also true 

for the occasion of a bar mitzvah. The service, the study, 

the chanting. All rituals unto themselves. 

    And it is true for our familial ritual at the beach, 

which we repeat every August. In hindsight, I can recall 

how he matured year after year. Tickle feet, jelly sand, 

we used to say as we stood side by side the second 

Ceremonial Actions
BY RACHEL FLEISHMAN, KVELLER

This Summer Ritual Helped Me Prepare for My Son’s Bar Mitzvah
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summer and let the water roll over our feet, graze our 

ankles and loosen the sand on which we stood. Mostly, he 

held my hand. But, little by little, he let go to dabble in 

sheets of current curling and bubbling into ripples. 

    There was never a steady ascent to his actions; he 

merely surrendered to the water’s whims. Age 6, he was 

waist deep. Age 7 meant floating between the glittering 

crests. By the time he was 8, I stood beside him as he 

climbed and crashed and squealed and thrashed in the 

foamy peaks. His every motion, every stroke, a folly 

landing him back on solid ground. But it brought him great 

delight. By age 9, he learned, with the help of a boogie 

board, to float atop the layers of brine. 

    Last summer, after he’d returned from a month at 

sleepover camp, his first time away from home, I realized 

how much our annual ritual helped me reflect on who 

he was and who he is becoming. My understanding of my 

child shifted as I watched him from afar. To see him, age 

12, not only navigate the ocean and the lifeguard safety 

flags, but to do so while executing a perfect butterfly 

stroke was to realize how much he learned to take on 

without holding my hand. 

    Parenting can feel like an ocean. Each swell distracts the 

eye but can never be held or captured. Parental progress 

is a type of current that can only be assessed in actions 

and outcomes, the way the power harnessed in waves is 

measured in cliffs eroded into mountain sides or corals 

cleaved into sand. 

    Sometimes, there is nothing more to do than join my 

children, to float by their sides. And when I do, if I look 

down at my own body beneath the water, nature’s deceit 

is never more apparent. The clear, salty droplets teem 

with unseen life. The magic of living, of parenting, always 

around. Even when I cannot see it. These rituals of family 

trips and holidays and bar mitzvahs helped me focus on 

this magic. 

    I stood beside my son as he became a bar mitzvah this 

May, keenly aware of his metamorphosis into a young 

adult. Now I stand along the shore of his future as he 

deftly navigates the currents of growing up. One practiced 

stroke at a time. 

RACHEL FLEISHMAN IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KVELLER  AND KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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Lindy’s CheesecakeLindy’s Cheesecake

Make Every Day A 
Special Occasion
BY JUDY BART KANCIGOR

TIME TO 
CELEBRATE
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L ately bir thdays some -
how don’t signal cel-
ebration as they once 
did, but when my kids 
were growing up, bir th-

days were always a big deal in 
my family.  The tradition was, 
if  it ’s  your bir thday, you get 
your favorite meal,  and your 
bir thday cake was your favorite 
cake. For my husband there was 
no contest:  boneless barbecued 
beef ribs and his favorite from 
our days in New York, Lindy ’s 
cheesecake.  
 The ribs recipe came from my 
cousin Samra. She got it  from 
her aunt Joanne Kalish, who 
belonged to a gourmet group 
that was a local institution for 
38 years.  Call ing themselves the 
Gour-Menschen, the five talent-
ed couples included an artist,  a 
professional chef,  a writer,  and 
an opera singer as well  as Sam-
ra‘s parents.  Every other month 
they would pull  the name of a 
country or region out of a jar, 
and then the research would 
begin. The elaborate menus, 
decorations, photos, movies, 
and more recently videos, of 
their gastronomic excursions 
around the globe could fi l l  at-
tics.  Over the years they tasted 
some pretty exotic fare.  Not 
every dish was a hit,  however. 
Samra’s mom Claire remembers 
making a bean dish with mous-
seline sauce that absolutely 
reeked. “How can I  bring this?“ 
she asked her husband, Perry. 
“ Take it ,“  he said, “so if  we ever 
visit  that country we’ll  know 
what not to order.“ 
 “ The hardest part was selecting 
a date,“ Samra told me. “ They 
would not meet unless all  10 of 
them could be there, and when 
Joanie died (followed two years 
later by her husband, Murray), 
the group, while remaining 
close, never met again.“ 
 Why the mop sauce? Texans 
make this dish in batches so 

large that they use a real mop 
to swab the sauce on the ribs. 
There’s no mopping in this 
recipe, however.  What could be 
easier than braising the ribs in 
a foil  pouch until  tender,  leav-
ing them to bathe in their own 
luscious juicesr—all of this be -
fore your guests arrive? I f  you’d 
l ike some dipping sauce for the 
finished ribs,  double the sauce 
ingredients and reserve half 
to be warmed separately and 
served on the side. Either way 
have plenty of napkins handy. 
    Cheesecakes are actually 
a form of custard, combin-
ing eggs, cheese, sugar and a 
host of extras over some sort 
of crust.  According to food 
historian and rabbi Gil  Marks, 
the ancient Greeks made the 
first cheesecakes by pounding 
cheese with flour and honey 
and cooking the mixture on an 
earthenware griddle. I  asked my 
friend Lorraine Gold, cheese -
cake baker extraordinaire,  why 
some people are so intimidated 
about baking them. “ The big-
gest mistake bakers make with 
cheesecakes is over-baking,” 
she told me. “I t ’s just so diffi-
cult to tell  when they ’re done. 
Shake the pan gently.  The top 
of the cake should appear solid, 
but sti l l  be wobbly in the cen-
ter.  Even if  you do everything 
right,  you sti l l  may get small 
cracks.  A large one down the 
middle means that it  was over-
baked. I t ’s a good thing they 
taste so good – no one seems 
to mind!” Even the ugliest 
cheesecake does not mean all 
is  lost.  “ Try a l ittle camouflage,“ 
suggested Gold. “Use a fruit 
topping or glaze, even a frost-
ing to cover the cake.” 
 Lindy ’s was an iconic restau-
rant and Broadway hangout 
in Manhattan founded by Leo 
“Lindy ” Lindemann and his 
wife Clara in 1921 (not to be 
confused with a copycat Lin-

dy ’s that operated from 1979 
to 2018).  The original closed 
in 1969. Damon Runyon was a 
huge fan and called it  Mindy ’s 
in his books, which became the 
source of the Mindy ’s in “Guys 
and Dolls.” 
 Lindy ’s signature cheesecake 
was the stuff of legend, credit-
ed by some as the most famous 
cheesecake in the country.  The 
recipe featured here has been 
passed off for years as coming 
from Lindy ’s.  Is  it  really their 
recipe? Who knows and who 
cares? I f  it ’s  New York cheese -
cake you’re after—the really 
dense, rich variety that sticks 
to the roof of your mouth—this 
is the real deal.  I ’ve even won 
three cooking contests with it . 
( Well,  in truth, one was at my 
friend Joanne‘s house party 
where I  gleefully beat out her 
husband, Gerry,  one at my syna-
gogue’s Sukkot celebration and 
the third, an office party,  but 
sti l l….) I  have greatly simplified 
the traditional crust prepara-
tionr—there’s really no need to 
roll  it  out.  To simplify it  further, 
use your favorite graham crack-
er crust instead, as shown in 
the photo. I  usually whip the 
leftover heavy cream with a 
tablespoon of sugar and pipe it 
around the cake for even more 
dazzle.  Note: “At room tempera-
ture” means at room tempera-
ture!  

JLIFE FOOD EDITOR JUDY BART KANCIGOR IS 
THE AUTHOR OF “COOKING JEWISH” (WORKMAN) 
AND “THE PERFECT PASSOVER COOKBOOK” (AN 
E-BOOK SHORT FROM WORKMAN), A COLUMNIST 
AND FEATURE WRITER FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS AND CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE WEB AT  
WWW.COOKINGJEWISH.COM.
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“Lindy’s 
cheesecake - the 
stuff of legend.” 

Lindy’s Cheesecake
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Joanne Kalish’s short 
ribs with mop sauce

Yield: 6 to 8 ServingsYield: 6 to 8 Servings
¼ cup dark corn syrup¼ cup dark corn syrup
¼ cup ketchup¼ cup ketchup
¼ cup cider vinegar¼ cup cider vinegar
¼ cup Worcestershire sauce¼ cup Worcestershire sauce
2 tablespoons vegetable oil2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 tablespoons prepared mustard 2 tablespoons prepared mustard 
2 teaspoons instant coffee granules2 teaspoons instant coffee granules
1 teaspoon kosher (coarse) salt1 teaspoon kosher (coarse) salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper¼ teaspoon black pepper
1/8 teaspoon hot pepper sauce teaspoon hot pepper sauce
6 to 8 boneless beef chuck short ribs 6 to 8 boneless beef chuck short ribs 

 1.  Whisk ingredients except ribs in a bowl, and marinate in 
several Zip-lock bags, refrigerated, for 2-24 hours.
 2.  Preheat oven to 400°F. Line large baking pan with heavy 
duty foil. Transfer ribs to pan. Cover tightly with foil and bake 1 
hour.
 3.  Wearing oven mitts, very carefully open foil to release steam. 
Turn ribs over, cover pan again, and continue baking until ribs 
are very tender, 30 to 60 minutes (or more, depending on size). 
This dish can be prepared a day ahead up to this point and 
refrigerated or even frozen weeks in advance. 
 4.  When ready to serve, remove layer of fat from ribs and 
reheat, covered, at 350°F until warmed through, 30 to 40 
minutes. Cut ribs in half, if desired. Serve with extra sauce, if 
using.

Lindy’s Cheesecake
Yield: serves 8-12 Yield: serves 8-12 

Butter for greasing panButter for greasing pan

Crust:Crust:
1 cup all-purpose flour1 cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup sugar cup sugar
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest1 teaspoon grated lemon zest
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Yolk of 1 large eggYolk of 1 large egg
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, cubed4 tablespoons unsalted butter, cubed
¼ teaspoon salt teaspoon salt

FillingFilling
5 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, at room 5 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, at room 
temperaturetemperature
1¾ cups sugar  cups sugar 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1½ teaspoons grated orange zest teaspoons grated orange zest
1½ teaspoons grated lemon zest teaspoons grated lemon zest
¼ teaspoon pure vanilla extract  teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
5 large eggs, plus 2 yolks, at room temperature5 large eggs, plus 2 yolks, at room temperature
¼ cup heavy (whipping) cream cup heavy (whipping) cream

Glazed strawberriesGlazed strawberries
1½ to 2 pints fresh strawberries to 2 pints fresh strawberries
½ cup apricot jam cup apricot jam
12 tablespoons brandy or water12 tablespoons brandy or water

 1.  Preheat oven to 400°F. Butter bottom and sides of 9-inch 
springform pan. Separate sides from bottom and set sides 
aside.
 2.  Crust: Combine crust ingredients in food processor; 
process until mixture forms a ball. Press 1/3 of dough 
evenly over bottom of prepared pan. Bake until golden, 8 
to 10 minutes. Remove from oven and set aside. Raise oven 
temperature to 500°F.  
 3.  Press remaining 2/3 dough evenly over sides of 
springform, reaching about 3/4 of the way up. Reattach sides 
to crust-lined bottom. Place pan in refrigerator. 
 4.  Cake: Beat cream cheese, sugar, flour, both zests, and 
vanilla with electric mixer on high speed, just to blend. 
Reduce speed to medium and beat in eggs and egg yolks, one 
at a time, beating well and scraping well after each addition. 
Reduce speed to low and add cream, beating just until 
combined.
 5.  Scrape batter into prepared crust and bake 10 minutes. 
Reduce oven temperature to 250°F and bake 1 hour. Let 
cheesecake cool in pan set on wire rack.  
 6.  While cheesecake is cooling, prepare strawberries: rinse 
and hull berries and thoroughly pat them dry; set aside. 
Combine jam and brandy in small, heavy saucepan over 
medium heat, and heat until preserves melt. Force mixture 
through a sieve, and set aside to cool. 
 5.  When cheesecake has completely cooled, arranged 
strawberries in concentric circles on top, beginning at the 
outside edge. Brush glaze over berries. Refrigerate, covered, 
overnight. Just before serving, remove springform sides.
Recipes from: “Cooking Jewish” by Judy Bart Kancigor 

Joanne Kalish’s short ribs with mop sauceJoanne Kalish’s short ribs with mop sauce

 COOKING JEWISH
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“For these ribs 
have plenty of 

napkins handy.” 

MAKE
ME!

EASY TO FOLLOW
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WORLD INFLUENCE

Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine’s Jewish 
president who has been leading his 
country during the Russian invasion 
that began in late February, has been 
named to Time magazine’s annual 

list of the world’s 100 most influential people. 
Zelensky was listed in the “leaders” category, and 
his entry was written by U.S. President Joe Biden. 
    Several Jewish entertainers also made the 
list released on Monday, including another with 
Ukrainian heritage: actress Mila Kunis, who 
immigrated from Chernivtsi to the United States 
at age 7 and launched a campaign that has raised 
over $36 million for Ukrainian refugee aid efforts. 
Other actors like Andrew Garfield, Sarah Jessica 
Parker and Zoë Kravitz were included, as well as 
“Saturday Night Live” comedian Pete Davidson, 

BY JACKIE HAJDENBERG, JTA

Volodymyr Zelensky, Mila Kunis, Zoë Kravitz  
among Jews on this year’s Time 100 list

who was just announced to be leaving after seven years 
on the show. 
    Taika Waititi, the Māori-Jewish director from New 
Zealand of “JoJo Rabbit” fame, had his entry written 
up by Jewish actor and comedian Sacha Baron Cohen. 
In “JoJo Rabbit,” a Hitler Youth member finds out his 
mother (played by Scarlett Johansson) is hiding a 
Jewish girl in their attic.  
    Andy Jassy, who became CEO of Amazon last year, 
was named in the “titans” category.  
    Other Jews who made it on the list include 
photographer and opioid crisis activist Nan Goldin, 
who led protests against museums’ ties to the Sackler 
family of Purdue Pharma, and David Zaslav, CEO and 
President of Warner Bros. Discovery. 

Time magazine’s annual list of the world’s 100 most influential people. (Cindy Ord/Irina Yakovleva/TASS/David Livingston/Getty Images)

JACKIE HAJDENBERG IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE 
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WEDNESDAYS

7:15 - 8:30 PM 

Every week until June 4, 

2022 

Warriors, Worshipppers 

and Wives: Women in the 

Bible and Contemporary 

Israel, Via Zoom and 

In-Person, TBI 

7:30 - 8:30 PM 

Every week until  

June 29, 2022.  

“Wise Aging” Class  

Via Zoom, TSG 

SATURDAYS

10:00 - 11:30 AM 

Tanach Study with Rabbi 

Singer, TBR

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Israel: Jewish V. 

Democratic

Dr. Talshir leads Reflections 

on the 1948 Declaration 

of Independence through 

the Netanyahu Era and 

Beyond Both in-person & 

on Zoom, PJTC

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Caffeine for the Soul, CIE

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

SUNDOWN

SHAVOUT BEGINS 

MONDAY, JUNE 6 

SUNDOWN

SHAVOUT ENDS 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Chabad Shavout 2022,  

Ice Cream Party for Kids, 

CIE  

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Rabbi Suzanne Singer: 

Book of Job-How Do We 

Understand Evil in the 

World? On Zoom, TBR

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

10:00 - 11:30 AM 

Journey through the Bible, 

TSG

 

THURSDAY, **JUNE 12 

6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Money, Mitzvah and 

Meaning: How to Live the 

Life You Want with Howard 

Rubin 

On Zoom, TBR

MONDAY, JUNE 13 - 

FRIDAY, JULY 15 

(WEEKS 1-5) 

Camp Gan Shalom 

Pasadena Jewish Temple & 

Center 1434 N. Altadena 

Dr., Pasadena 

 

MONDAY, JULY 18 - 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 

(WEEKS 6-8) 

Camp Gan Shalom 

Temple Beth Israel of 

Pomona 3033 N. Towne 

Ave., Pomona 

Kehila (K - 5th) $295 per 

week of camp ($275 for 

July 5-8 (no camp 7/4))

Manheegim* (6th - 8th) 

$330 per week of camp 

($310 for July 5-8  

(no camp 7/4) 

To register visit www.

jewishsgpv.org.

MONDAY, JUNE 20 

7:30 - 8:30 PM 

JFed Participatory  

Play Reading 

Contact

Cantor Judy Sofer 

jsofer@jewishsgpv.org 

Beth Shalom

of Whittier (BSW)

www.bethshalomofwhittier.

net 

B’nai Simcha

Community Preschool

www.bnaisimcha.org 

Chabad of Arcadia

(CoA)

www.jewisharcadia.com

Chabad of Pasadena

(CoP)

www.chabadpasadena.com 

Chabad of the

Inland Empire (CIE)

www.chabadinlandempire.

com

Congregation Hugat

Haverim (CHH)

www.hugathaverim.com 

Jewish Federation of SGPV

(JFSGPV)

www.jewishsgpv.org

Pasadena Jewish

Academy (PJA)

www. 

pasadenajewishacademy.

com

Pasadena Jewish

Temple & Center (PJTC)

www.pjtc.net

Temple Beth El Riverside

https://www.tberiv.org

(TBR)

 COMMUNITY 
 CALENDAR

All events listed here 
are virtual unless 
otherwise noted. 
Please visit www.
jewishsgpv.org/
virtual-calendar for 
details.
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 June 2022

JEWISH FEDERATION’S CAMP GAN SHALOM
WHEN: JUNE 13 - JULY 15 (WEEKS 1-5) 

WHERE: PASADENA JEWISH TEMPLE & CENTER 1434 N. ALTADENA DR., 

PASADENA 

JULY 18 - AUGUST 5 , (WEEKS 6 - 8) 

WHERE: TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL OF POMONA 

3033 N. TOWNE AVE., POMONA 

KEHILA (K - 5TH) $295 PER WEEK OF CAMP ($275 FOR JULY 5-8 

(NO CAMP 7/4))

MANHEEGIM* (6TH - 8TH) $330 PER WEEK OF CAMP ( $310 FOR JULY 5-8 

(NO CAMP 7/4))

*ONLY A FEW SPOTS LEFT DURING SELECTED WEEKS.

TO REGISTER VISIT WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE 

JEWISH FEDERATION AT (626) 445-0810.

Temple Ami Shalom

(TAS)

https://templeamishalom.org/

Temple Beth Israel of

Pomona (TBI)

www.tbipomona.org

Temple Beth David of

the San Gabriel Valley

(TBD)

www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of

Highland Park and Eagle

Rock (TBILA)

www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)

www.templebnaiemet.org

Temple Sinai of Glendale

(TSG)

http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of

Ontario (TSO)

www.templesholomofontario.org

Tree of Life Preschool (formerly TBI 

Preschool)  

(ToL)

www.www.tbipomona.org
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 NEWS 
& JEWS

     Season four of “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” was 
just as Jewy as the ones that came before it—with bar 
mitzvah scenes, lots of Yiddishisms, Jewish foods and 
contemplations about the existence of G-d. 
    The Amazon Prime show about a Jewish standup 
comedian played by Rachel Brosnahan has consistently 
been one of the most Jewish shows on TV, despite the 
controversy about the fact that its star isn’t a Jew. 
    In almost every season, protagonist Midge Maisel visits 
a very Jewish location. In season two, it was the Catskills 
and the Jewish resort area famously known as the “Borscht 
Belt,” where the Maisels and the Weissmans enjoyed some 
much-needed R&R. In season three, Midge visited the 
Jewish retiree capital of the world—Miami. Season four 
saw Midge ambush her family while they were visiting the 
Jewish Brooklyn neighborhood of Coney Island. 
    Now that “Maisel” is filming its fifth and final season, it 
looks like the show could be pulling out all the stops and 
finally sending Midge on a visit to Israel. A current casting 
call circulating for Jewish actors to fill in as extras an 
“agrarian fieldwork scene” says that the scene takes place 
in Israel. 
    The filming itself, however, will take place around New 

‘The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’ 
Popular series is filming an Israel 
scene and looking for ‘Jewish types’

By Lior Zaltzman, JTA

SGPV Jewish Scene | June 2022

York, where the rest of show is filmed — “likely” 
on Long Island, the casting call notes. 
    Where could an agrarian Jewish field work scene 
take place in the 1960s? Likely a kibbutz. 
    Some quick kibbutz history: They are 
Israeli communal living settlements where 
everything is shared—from meals to child-
rearing responsibilities (they famously had 
children’s quarters where all families’ kids stayed 
together until the 1970s) to labor, property and 
investments. The first kibbutz was founded in 
1909, and they exist in Israel to this day, albeit in 
smaller numbers. As the “Maisel” callout suggests, 
they used to be mostly “agrarian settlements,” but 
nowadays, only a minority of kibbutzniks work in 
agriculture. 
    The 1960s was a great time to visit an Israeli 
kibbutz. It was a period of prosperity, and kibbutz 
members enjoyed outsized representation in 
Israeli parliament, growing modernization and 
improved standards of living. 
    American Jews also started volunteering at 
kibbutzim at that time, as a summer or experience 
or a time away from college or a job. Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders volunteered at kibbutz Shaar 
Haamakim, near Haifa, back in 1963. 
    Maisel will not be the first show to visit a 
kibbutz: In season three of “The Nanny,” Fran Fine 
revealed that she lost her virginity to a strapping 
Israeli man while volunteering at a kibbutz (yes, 
there’s a flashback scene).    

28   JUNE 2022 @JLIFE

Amazon Prime
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LAST WORDLAST WORD

“ Constant joy is a “ Constant joy is a 
great mitzvah.”great mitzvah.”  

— Rabbi Nachman of Breslav— Rabbi Nachman of Breslav  
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Magen David Adom has been 
saving lives since 1930, some 
18 years before Israel became a 
state. We take immense pride in 
being Israel’s national emergency 
medical service and in supplying 
the blood and medical care for 
the soldiers who have ensured 
Israel’s existence. Join us in 
celebrating Israel’s independence 
on Yom HaAtzma’ut. 

Save a life in Israel — and now in 
Ukraine too.

Support Magen David Adom at  
afmda.org or call 866.632.2763.

Ever since there’s been an IDF  
protecting Israel, there’s been  
an MDA ensuring their health.

afmda.org
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