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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 3 PM
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL OF POMONA 

3033 N TOWNE AVE., POMONA
& VIRTUALLY

14TH ANNUAL
FESTIVAL OF 

JEWISH MUSIC

FOR TICKETS & TO REGISTER VISIT: 
WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG

You are cordially invited to join us for the
27th ANNUAL MEETING

of the e ish edera on of the reater an a riel and o ona alleys

Sunday, January 9, 2022, 10:30 a.m.
asadena e ish e le  enter   ltadena rive  asadena

and virtually on oo

atered runch ece on  er erson   y anuary   
here ill e no solicita on of funds

eynote ea er
Dr. Steven Windmueller he hi in  uture of the e ish o unity

rofessor eritus at e re  nion olle e

eco ni on of e ish edera on s olunteer of the Year
Edie Taylor

resenta on of the i erly a n llis cholarshi  

tate of the e ish edera on 
John Carlton  resident

nstalla on of e ish edera on s e est cers  overnors
Julie Solberg  resident David Levy  ice resident

John Carlton  Julie Bank  ecretary

Jeanine Mann  overnor
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State Bar  

Certified  

Specialist in  

Estate  

Planning,  

Trust Law  

& Probate

(626) 793-6774
301 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 616 

Pasadena, CA  91101
mgold4law@aol.com

Serving 
the San 
Gabriel 

Valley for  
46 Years

Martin B.  

Goldman
Attorney at Law
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BURNED 
BY YOUR 

STOCKBROKER?
SECURITIES LAW

CLAIMS AGAINST STOCKBROKERS
Stock Market Losses Caused by:
• Excessive Trading in Account

• Unsuitable Investments • Misrepresentation  
• Variable Annuities • Breach of Fiduciary Duty  

• Reverse Convertible Bonds

LAW OFFICES OF 
JONATHAN W. EVANS & ASSOCIATES

44 Years of Experience • Highest Avvo rating – 10.0 out of 10.0  
FINRA Arbitrator

No Recovery - No Fee
Free Initial Consultation

Select by peers as SECURITIES LITIGATION SUPERLAWYER
2007-2013 & 2015-2020

Call today for an appointment
(213)626-1881 • (800)699-1881 • (818)760-9880

www.stocklaw.com

ISRAEL
15 DAY TRIP

JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF THE GREATER SAN GABRIEL AND POMONA VALLEYS’

MAY 18-31, 2022
,800  fro  os An eles lus s and ta es

ncludes  ound tri  airfare fro  os An eles on l Al  
ert uidance, all entrance fees, lu a e handlin , and local A  

ta , and delu e and -star hotel acco oda ons  All transfers and 
tourin  in lu ury otor-coach  sraeli rea fast daily lus  dinners  

his is an es ated cost and does not include o onal 3 day tri  to etra

o learn ore and to  contact
antor udy ofer

jsofer je ishs v or   2 0810
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FEBRUARY FEBRUARY
 , 2 22 , 2 22 

CAMP BOB WALDORF CAMP BOB WALDORF
LENDALE, CALENDALE, CA

CREATIONSCREATIONS
SHABBATONSHABBATON

OUS

For more info &  For more info & 
to register, visit:to register, visit:

www.jewishsgpv.org/www.jewishsgpv.org/
shabbatonshabbaton

Come join us for a weekend
of MARVEL OUS CREATIONS as 

we explore the concept of 
B’TSELEM ELOHIM

(made in the image of G-d.)

Cost: $185* or $215
*with a par ipant s -ho r
omm nit  servi e ommitment

OPEN TO ALL OF OPEN TO ALL OF 
OUR COMMUNITY’SOUR COMMUNITY’S
33RDRD - 9 - 9THTH GRADERS! GRADERS!

EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME
25-HOUR 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE
PROGRAM

Pasadena City Hall & on Zoom

January 22, 2022  7 p.m. 
COMMEMORATION CEREMONY

January  22, 2022, 8 p.m.  - January 23, 2022, 8 p.m.
READING OF THE NAMES

If you ish to ar ci ate in readin  the names 
of those ho died durin  the Holocaust 

lease visit je ishs v or  
or call 2 0810

I have one plot in the sold out Covenant Lawn 
section at Rose Hills.  The plot is at the outside 
corner of the very first row facing west, and is 

gently protected by trees and shrubs that are well 
maintained. Easy to approach from the  perimeter 
without having to walk over other graves.  It is in 
the area that was part of a group of plots allotted 
to various local synagogues many years ago - this 
one was purchased through Arcadia Sharei Torah. 
Asking $4000  for this plot.  Transfer transaction 
will occur with both parties present at Rose Hills 

office, to ensure accurate and legal transfer of 
papers and payment.

Katie Gundersen-Watson
katie@johnnkatiedance.com

626-359-1055  (land line - no text)

Rose Hills
in the Convenant Lawn Section

hrough
l t

One Plot 
Available in 

the Sold Out 
Section
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Ever since I was a child, this ver since I was a child, this 
has always been one of my has always been one of my 
favorite times of the year. favorite times of the year. 
The weather typically turns The weather typically turns 
colder, it gets dark earlier colder, it gets dark earlier 

and we are in the midst of the holi-and we are in the midst of the holi-
day season. Each year in elementary day season. Each year in elementary 
school, my mom would come into school, my mom would come into 
my class to do a Hanukkah celebra-my class to do a Hanukkah celebra-
tion – complete with latkes, Hanuk-tion – complete with latkes, Hanuk-
kah-shaped cookies to decorate, kah-shaped cookies to decorate, 
and dreidels. You see, where I grew and dreidels. You see, where I grew 
up in the Northern California East up in the Northern California East 
Bay, there were not many Jews in Bay, there were not many Jews in 
my school, let alone where we lived. my school, let alone where we lived. 
(Sound familiar to anyone?) Howev-(Sound familiar to anyone?) Howev-
er, I loved the experience because er, I loved the experience because 
it was my chance to celebrate my it was my chance to celebrate my 
holiday, Hanukkah, with my school holiday, Hanukkah, with my school 
friends. friends. 
    I share this as a way to illustrate     I share this as a way to illustrate 
one of the many themes that get one of the many themes that get 
celebrated during this time of year… celebrated during this time of year… 
the concept of light… or specifically the concept of light… or specifically 
in the case of enlightening. As I be-in the case of enlightening. As I be-
lieve I have shared previously in this lieve I have shared previously in this 
column, December  is the time of column, December  is the time of 
year when many cultures and people year when many cultures and people 
celebrate a Festival of Lights. And it celebrate a Festival of Lights. And it 
is completely understandable since is completely understandable since 
this is the darkest time of the year… this is the darkest time of the year… 

we have less sunlight in December  we have less sunlight in December  
and into January than at any other and into January than at any other 
point of the year.  point of the year.  
    Like other cultures and religions,     Like other cultures and religions, 
Judaism’s traditions and rituals have Judaism’s traditions and rituals have 
deep roots, often times followed deep roots, often times followed 
without a clear understanding of without a clear understanding of 
why we do what we do or how they why we do what we do or how they 
got started. However, the lighting of got started. However, the lighting of 
candles… the idea of bringing light candles… the idea of bringing light 
into the world during its darkest into the world during its darkest 
days makes a lot of sense. Yes, we days makes a lot of sense. Yes, we 
have the story from the Midrash of have the story from the Midrash of 
the oil and the miracle of it lasting the oil and the miracle of it lasting 
for eight days when it should have for eight days when it should have 
only lasted for one. But the idea of only lasted for one. But the idea of 
bringing light into a dark place adds bringing light into a dark place adds 
another layer of meaning to our another layer of meaning to our 
holiday. holiday. 
    As you may remember, the word     As you may remember, the word 
hanukkahhanukkah means dedication. It was  means dedication. It was 
the dedication of the Maccabees to the dedication of the Maccabees to 
our tradition that helped enable us our tradition that helped enable us 
and Judaism to continue to celebrate and Judaism to continue to celebrate 
the many traditions, rituals, and cus-the many traditions, rituals, and cus-
toms we still have to this day. Their toms we still have to this day. Their 
dedication to our tradition and their dedication to our tradition and their 
commitment to not let the “light” of commitment to not let the “light” of 
Judaism fade is another important Judaism fade is another important 
lesson that we need to embody and lesson that we need to embody and 
share with future generations.  share with future generations.  

    It becomes our responsibility…     It becomes our responsibility… 
our dedication to continue to our dedication to continue to 
celebrate and keep that light from celebrate and keep that light from 
fading. Even more so during a time fading. Even more so during a time 
of a significant shift in the Jewish of a significant shift in the Jewish 
landscape that is taking place right landscape that is taking place right 
now.  now.  
    Where once it is was an anomaly     Where once it is was an anomaly 
for synagogues to merge or close, for synagogues to merge or close, 
now in some areas announcements now in some areas announcements 
of these are happening more fre-of these are happening more fre-
quently.  quently.  
    It is unclear at this point how     It is unclear at this point how 
these shifts in the Jewish landscape these shifts in the Jewish landscape 
will impact us here in the greater will impact us here in the greater 
San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. 
But, what I can assure you is that But, what I can assure you is that 
the Jewish Federation and our local the Jewish Federation and our local 
community partners are prepared community partners are prepared 
and ready to adapt (as needed).  and ready to adapt (as needed).  
    And as we light our Hanukkah     And as we light our Hanukkah 
menorahs this year, let’s do what we menorahs this year, let’s do what we 
can to continue to bring more light can to continue to bring more light 
into the world through our dedica-into the world through our dedica-
tion, commitment, and support of tion, commitment, and support of 
our Jewish community. our Jewish community.   

HAPPY HANUKKAH

From Where I Sit
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JASON MOSS IS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF THE GREATER  
SAN GABRIEL AND 
POMONA VALLEYS.

Bringing Light into the World
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As has been the case for 
the past 24 years, this year 
I will again be amazed 
at the total absence of 
Christmas in Israel.  

    I grew up in America, so the idea 
that Christmas can disappear from my 
cultural sight is still remarkable. It’s 
not just that Dec. 25 is a regular day 
here; it’s that as they get up in the 
morning and go about their business, 
many Israelis will not even be 
conscious that the day is Christmas.  
    My friend Krista Gerloff, a religious 
Christian, is very much aware of 
Christmas. Krista, a native Czech, 
moved to Israel in 1994 from Germany 
with two small children and her 
German husband. Three more children 
were born in Israel. Here is what Krista 
shared with me about her experience 
of Christmas in Israel: 
    “When I first came to Israel and 
observed and experienced the 
Erev [eve of ] Shabbat celebration, 
I thought: That’s like Christmas 
every week. You start to plan it in 
advance: What you will cook and bake 
(and according to that you do your 
shopping), and how you will arrange 
your time so that the house is clean 
before the Sabbath. The whole family 
comes together on Friday night 
and everybody is neatly dressed. 
But it is not only the planning, it is 
the expectation of the Shabbat to 
come. It is a family celebration every 
week as we Czech Christians have on 
Christmas Eve once a year. 
    “Once I saw on the internet an 
American Christmas show and I 
couldn’t believe my eyes: Dozens of 
dancers dressed as Father Christmas 
were jumping around to the sound of 
‘Jingle Bells.’   
    “What does this have to do with 
the Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem? I am 
happy that I live in a country that calls 
Christmas by its real name—Chag ha-
Molad: the Celebration of the Birth. 

    
“But of course there is no celebration 
of Christmas in the Jewish state 
except the celebrations in the Galilee 
(where Arab Christians mainly live) 
and especially in Bethlehem in the 
Palestinian Authority. In my European 
home Christmas is so much part 
of people’s life that I was asked: 
‘What do Jews do on Christmas?’ My 
answer was: ‘Nothing--they live their 
everyday life and also my children go 
to school.’ 
    “So what is there on Christmas for 
Christians in Jerusalem?  
    “There are those Christmas cypress 
trees that the Jewish National Fund 
generously offers every year, and 
there are just two services on the 
night of the 24th of December  in 
the Old City, in the Anglican Christ 
Church and in the Protestant Church 
of the Redeemer.  
    “They are so overcrowded by 
Christians and curious Israelis that the 
pastor begs his friends not to come. 

Can you imagine? The pastor asks the 
believers not to come to church on 
Christmas Eve! Of course he doesn’t 
want anybody to be trampled. 
    “Many traditional Christians are 
used to a liturgical silence but those 
Christmas services are full of Israelis 
who walk around, talk and sigh with 
pleasure over the ‘Silent Night’ that 
the church choir sings bravely into 
the general chaos. 
    “Since I live in Israel I remind myself 
daily that Yeshua was a Jew—he was 
neither Czech nor European and He 
must have been very different from 
what I always imagined. So if you 
really and truly want to escape the 
Christmas rush, come to the land 
where Yeshua was born.”  

8 DECEMBER 2021 @JLIFE

CHRISTMAS IN ISRAEL
Need to escape the holiday rush?
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

VIEWPOINTS

TEDDY WEINBERGER IS DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT FOR A CONSULTING COMPANY 
CALLED MEANINGFUL. HE MADE ALIYAH WITH 
HIS FAMILY IN 1997 FROM MIAMI, WHERE HE 
WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, SARAH JANE 
ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.

Israeli Guy
“As has been the case for the past 24 
years, this year I will again be amazed 

at the total absence of Christmas in 
Israel.”

A christmas tree on a display infront of Notre Dame Center in Jerusalem
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It’s not too late to  
save a life in Israel this year.

For more than 90 years, American donors have provided vehicles, training, and supplies 
to Israel’s national paramedic and Red Cross service, equipping them to treat the sick 
and injured under the most difficult circumstances and to save lives. 

In fact, this past year Magen David Adom’s 30,000 EMTs and paramedics have been on 
the front lines in the fight against coronavirus while also contending with terrorist and 
rocket attacks, riots, car accidents, and other threats to Israeli lives. 

If you want to make a real difference in Israel, no other organization  
has a greater impact on its people than Magen David Adom. 

Make an end-of-year donation at afmda.org/saving-lives-2021

y
/

afmda.org
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Van Gogh painting stolen from Rothschild by Nazis sells for 
over $35 million, breaking record
BY SHIRA HANAU, JTA

“MEULES DE BLÉ”

SHIRA HANAU IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

A watercolor painting by Vincent Van Gogh that 
was stolen by the Nazis from its Jewish owner 
during the Holocaust was sold at auction for 
$35,855,000 Thursday, breaking the record 
for the largest sum ever paid for a Van Gogh 

painting on paper at auction. 
    The painting, called “Meules de blé” in French of 
“Wheatstacks” in English, was completed by Van Gogh in 
1888 and features a colorful wheat harvest scene. 
    It had been purchased by Max Meirowsky, a German 
Jewish art collector, in 1913. When Meirowsky left Germany 
for Amsterdam in the face of growing antisemitism in 
1938, he left the painting with an art dealer who sold it to 
Alexandrine de Rothschild of the famed banking family. 

When Rothschild left Germany for Switzerland, her art 
collection was seized by the Nazis. 
    The painting’s whereabouts between the end of World 
War II and the 1970s are unknown, but in 1979, American 
businessman Ed Cox purchased the painting at a gallery in 
New York. 
    The proceeds from Thursday’s sale are set to be split 
between Cox’s estate and the descendants of Meirowsky 
and Rothschild, according to the terms of a negotiation 
facilitated by the Christie’s auction house. 
    “The settlement agreement resolves the dispute over 
ownership of the work and title will pass to the successful 
bidder,” Christie’s said in its listing of the painting.  
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Story of friendship between Israeli and Iranian judo 
champions being made into TV show
BY GABE FREIDMAN, JTA

SAGI & SAEID

GABE FREIDMAN IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE 
MAGAZINE. 

The stories of Israeli champion judoka Sagi Muki 
and his friend Saeid Mollaei, who fled his native 
Iran after refusing an order not to fight Muki in 
international competition, are being turned into 
a TV series. 

    The project is being jointly produced by MGM/UA 
Television and Israel’s Tadmor Entertainment, with help 

from the International Judo Federation, Deadline recently 
reported. The report does not include a release date or the 
network that will air it. 
    In 2019, Mollaei said his handlers tried to force him to 
throw matches at that year’s judo world championship in 
Tokyo so he would not have to face the Israeli Muki, who 
went on to win the tournament. Mollaei feared for his life 
after defying his trainers and fled to Germany, where he 
achieved refugee status. He now competes for Mongolia, 
and both he and Muki competed in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. 
    “Sagi Muki and Saeid Mollaei are both inspiring and 
groundbreaking athletes whose rivalry and impossible 
friendship has transcended the world of judo to captivate 
sports fans and hearts across the globe,” MGM/UA 
Television President Steve Stark told Deadline. 
    A documentary about the duo is also in production. 
    The news came on the same day that the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport decided to overturn the International 
Judo Federation’s ban on Iranian judokas that it laid down 
after the 2019 scandal. Iranian athletes are again allowed 
to compete in international contests, including the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics. 
    MGM/UA Television also announced Monday an 
American series on the life of Golda Meir, the only female 
prime minister in Israeli history, starring Shira Haas. 

Israeli world champion judoka Sagi Muki, right, and Iranian champion Saeid Mollaei embrace at the Paris Grand Slam, February 10, 2020, in an Instagram photo 
posted online by Muki.

@JLIFE DECEMBER 2021 11 

1221_JLIFE_SGPV_working.indd   11 11/30/21   11:19 AM



FEATURESFEATURES

12 12 DECEMBER 2021DECEMBER 2021  @JLIFE@JLIFE

Producer Ira Rosen goes behind the scenes
BY DENISE SCHAEFER

WHAT’S ON “60 MINUTES”?

DENISE SCHAEFER IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

I t’s Sunday night, almost 7 p.m. and you are finishing 
dinner. You turn on the TV and settle in to watch this 
week’s “60 Minutes.”  
    Nowadays, it could be any night of the week to use 
your DVR or stream the latest episode from your smart 

TV. Whatever your preference, for over 50 years the weekly 
TV investigative news magazine has been, and continues 
to be, a favorite way for Americans to be informed on 
issues, whether political, military, criminals and con men, 
famous people, or culture.  
    It is said that the secret of its success was building 
a show around the personality of the correspondents, 
showing their adventures traveling around the world, and 
building the stories around people.  
    In his new memoir, “Ticking Clock: Behind the Scenes at 
‘60 Minutes,’” producer Ira Rosen shares some of the most 
memorable and important stories that he produced for 
the show. Rosen has won numerous awards in broadcast 
journalism, including 24 national Emmy Awards and two 
Peabody awards. His reporting with The Washington Post 
on the opioid epidemic won more awards for “60 Minutes” 
than any series in the show’s 52-year history.  
    For those of us who love insights and hearing the 
behind-the-scenes scoop, this program is for you. Rosen 
is a storyteller, and you will be entertained with some of 
the stories he created while working as a producer for 
correspondent Mike Wallace, starting in June 1980, until he 
left 25 years later.  
    What is the producer’s role in finding stories, finding 
sources, deciding who to put on camera, and working with 
the correspondent who does the final TV interview? As 
Rosen tells it in the book, Mike Wallace’s aggressive and 
confrontational interview style often spilled over to the 

people working for him, often including his producers.  
    What were Mike Wallace’s best interview techniques to 
get people to talk? The process and stories are fascinating. 
    So, how did a nice Jewish boy from New York (the 
Bronx and Queens) become a hard driving investigative 
journalist working in the very competitive world at “60 
Minutes”? Rosen has said that he’s “intellectually curious, 
with tendencies toward attention deficit disorder,” and 
that journalism was the perfect job, going from subject to 
subject without having to specialize.  
    He attended Cornell University and spent his first 
summer teaching tennis in the Catskills to help pay for 
college tuition. As a tennis pro, he learned to cajole people 
into taking lessons when they really didn’t want them. 
Hustling tennis, he says, honed his skills in the art of 
persuasion.  
    Much of the time, journalists get people to do what 
every instinct in their bones is telling them not to do--talk 
to the media.  But his great tennis game connected him to 
key people and eventually led to his career at “60 Minutes.” 
    How has “60 Minutes” managed to stay alive and attract 
a younger audience with so many sources of information, 
including social media? Which correspondent over the 
years do you want to know more about?  
    Be sure to join us at the Jewish Book Festival’s closing 
event to hear more, and re-visit some of the memorable 
segments you remember most. 
    Ira Rosen will discuss “Ticking Clock: Behind the Scenes 
at ‘60 Minutes’” at 7 p.m.  Saturday, Dec. 11. For details 
or to register for this virtual event, visit the Jewish Book 
Festival web page at https://www.jewishsgpv.org/jewish-https://www.jewishsgpv.org/jewish-
book-festivalbook-festival. 
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Holidays on Each Other’s Heels
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

HANUKKAH 5782

This Jewish year of 5782 is 
turning out to be quite a 
challenge to people who 
feel both fully Jewish 
and fully American. Not 

only did Rosh Hashanah begin on 
the night of the first Monday in 
September (thus curtailing Labor 
Day Weekend), and not only did all 
of the Jewish holidays fall out during 
weekdays (forcing observant Jews 
to take a whopping seven vacation 
days). Hanukkah also impinged 
upon Thanksgiving weekend, as 
the holiday began on Sunday 
night, November 28. It’s one thing 
to have Hanukkah fall smack on 
Thanksgiving day, as happened in 
a rare occurrence in 2013; in that 
case, American Jews could have their 
turkey and latkes and eat them both 
together—a wonderful celebration 
of Jewish and American culture. But 
to have Hanukkah begin at the tail 
end of Thanksgiving weekend, at a 
time when Americans are typically 
traveling back to regular time and 
away from holiday/family time? Why, 
that’s just cruel!  
  To be sure, had Hanukkah managed to miss Thanksgiving 
weekend by a day or two, things would not have been 
exactly rosy for American Jews this year. Hanukkah 5782 
would still be marked with the dreaded “early” label; i.e., 
a year when Hanukkah ends before Christmas begins. An 
early Hanukkah is disconcerting for many Jews. It’s sort 
of like a secret Marano holiday: the Jews are celebrating 
in their homes while the outside world is filled with 
anticipation of Christmas. You are wished “Merry Christmas” 
all throughout your holiday—though December 25th is 
several weeks away. True, there are print and broadcast 
media pieces on Hanukkah, and schools and offices sprout 
paper menorahs, but these cannot put a dent in the general 
feeling of Christmas that pervades the outside world.  
  As is the case every year, Hanukkah in Israel is always 
on time. It is never early or late. And while Israeli life is 
geared toward the Gregorian calendar (so that, unlike 
Christmas, even knowledgeable Israelis have to do some 
figuring in order to calculate the first night of Hanukkah), 
one can gauge the date of Hanukkah by the availability 
and variety of sufganiyot (donuts). Sufganiyot start making 
their appearance in October, shortly after the conclusion of 
Judaism’s Fall holidays. As Hanukkah nears, donut makers 
get more ambitious both in terms of quantity and quality—
augmenting the traditional strawberry jelly filling with 

butterscotch, chocolate, halva, and even guava and passion 
fruit, as well as experimenting with more sophisticated 
donut coatings (like carob powder or ground brown sugar) 
rather than the usual powdered sugar.  
  I have to admit that left to its lonesome, there’s some 
drama missing in a Hanukkah without Christmas. After all, 
as our prayers remind us, Hanukkah celebrates a Jewish 
victory of the weak and the few over the strong and the 
many. The spirit of Hanukkah comes to life more in a 
country where you have to fight for it, where you have to 
insist on its legitimate place on the cultural spectrum. When 
you put your hanukiyah (menorah) on your window sill in 
the diaspora, you feel that you are making an important 
religious statement, that you are doing something to spread 
the Hanukkah spirit. The hanukiyot that we light on our 
window sill in Herzliya look nice, but we don’t quite sense 
that we have just done an act worthy of the Maccabees. 
  It is precisely here that American Jews can turn the 
apparent “lemon” of the timing of Hanukkah 5782 into 
lemonade. I hope many people were able to put off 
returning home by a few hours in order to light the first 
Hanukkah candle together with their extended family in 
order to marvelously blend American and Jewish culture. 
Happy Hanukkah! 
TEDDY WEINBERGER IS DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT FOR A CONSULTING 
COMPANY CALLED MEANINGFUL. HE MADE ALIYAH WITH HIS FAMILY IN 1997 
FROM MIAMI, WHERE HE WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, SARAH JANE ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.
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The Jewish nominees, from Doja Cat 
to Drake to an Israeli cellist
BY SHIRA HANUA, JTA

THE 2022 GRAMMY AWARDS

SHIRA HANAU IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

Some of the music industry’s most popular Jewish 
artists were included in the 2022 Grammy Award 
nominations recently unveiled. 
    Here’s a roundup: 
    Doja Cat, Doja Cat, a Black and Jewish pop star-rapper 

hybrid who has become one of the most listened-to 
artists in the world—Spotify currently lists her as the 
7th-most-streamed musician on its platform—racked up 
nominations in seven categories, including Record of the 
Year, Album of the Year, Song of the Year, Best Pop Duo/
Group Performance, Best Pop Vocal Album, Melodic Rap 
Performance and Rap Song. She has a Jewish mother and a 
non-Jewish South African father. 
    Jewish day school grad Jack AntonoffJack Antonoff, who wore a Star 
of David necklace to the MTV Music Awards in 2017, has 
become one of the most in-demand pop producers in the 
industry. He was nominated for Non-Classical Producer 
of the Year for his work in the past year with Taylor Swift, 
Lana Del Ray, Lorde and others. 
    Canadian Jewish rapper Drake Drake, winner of four past 
Grammys (in addition to a record-breaking 29 Billboard 
Music Awards), was nominated for Best Rap Performance 
for his hit “Way 2 Sexy” and Best Rap Album of the year 
for his latest LP, “Certified Lover Boy.” Despite having once 
participated in a mock re-staging of his bar mitzvah on 

“Saturday Night Live,” he has been guarded in recent years 
in talking about his Jewish identity. 
    Stephen Schwartz, Stephen Schwartz, the legendary musical theater 
writer, was nominated for Best Musical Theater Album 
for “Stephen Schwartz’s Snapshots,” a scrapbook musical 
including songs from a range of his musicals, including 
“Wicked,” “Pippin” and “Godspell.” 
    Aaron DessnerAaron Dessner, part of the indie rock band The National, 
was included in Taylor Swift’s nomination in the Album 
of the Year category for the album “Evermore,” which he 
helped write, along with Antonoff. (The pair did the same 
with Swift’s “Folklore” album last year.) Dessner’s brother 
Bryce, who is also in The National and was also included in 
the nomination for helping in the recording process, wrote 
a classical music piece in 2013 partially inspired by their 
Jewish grandmother’s heritage and immigration to the 
United States. 
    Israeli cellist Matt HaimovitzMatt Haimovitz was co-nominated for 
his work on an album up for Best Classical Solo Voice 
Album. He was also nominated last year in the classical 
compendium category. 
    The awards ceremony will take place Jan. 31 in Los 
Angeles. 
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Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los Angeles
BY JLIFE

CHANGING LIVES TODAY

For over 100 years, Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Los Angeles (JBBBSLA) has helped youth reach 
their full potential. It provides children with one-
to-one mentoring, low-cost overnight camp, free 
social and emotional peer support through the 

“Teen Talk App,” and college guidance counseling and 
scholarships. 
Mentoring – Meet NicMentoring – Meet Nic 
    JBBBSLA provides professionally supported, free one-to-
one mentoring for Jewish youth who could benefit from 
an additional, committed and positive adult role model in 
their life.  
    Meet one of our Littles, Nic.  
    Nic is a highly gifted 14-year-old and he’s been very 
isolated during the pandemic because his mother and 
sister both have serious medical risks. His enrichment 
activities have been curtailed and he is craving both 
stimulation and guidance.  
    Nic’s dream is to be the CEO of a health insurance 
company so he can help people like his mom and sister. 
When prospective Big Brother David told us he related 
fully to Nic’s profile and had a pretend “office” in his own 
bedroom as a teen, we suspected a special connection 
might be made, and it was.  
    They video-chat for hours about theoretical concepts, 
science fiction and the news. But it is not all serious. Nic 
became David’s consultant in selecting a kitten from a 
local shelter and they agreed on finding the cat most in 
need, which they did. Nic had the honor of naming her, 
and now they look forward to the day Nic and kitty can 
meet in person! 

    Not only can a mentor have a profound impact on a 
child’s growth and success, but the effect on the mentors 
themselves can also be significant. Whether a match lasts 
a year or a lifetime, mentoring makes a big difference for 
both our Bigs and Littles.    
Camp Bob Waldorf – Meet AdrianCamp Bob Waldorf – Meet Adrian 
    Owned and operated by Jewish Big Brother Big Sisters 
of Los Angeles since 1938 and inspired by Jewish values to 
help others, Camp Bob Waldorf is a non-denominational 
residential camp located on 112 acres in the Verdugo 
Mountains of Glendale.   
    Meet Adrian, a camper at Camp Bob Waldorf. Adrian is 
9 years old and he attended Camp Bob Waldorf for the 
first time this past summer. Asked about his experience, 
Adrian shared: “I’ve been sitting home all day on my 
computer with nothing to do until this day. Coming to 
camp changed my life. This camp is a perfect place. There’s 
a pool, a cafeteria and even a stage where you can do fun 
and silly games.”  
    Over 800 campers attend camp each summer. Camp Bob 
Waldorf is uniquely positioned to alleviate the stress our 
campers face and provide a safe, inspiring environment. 
The life lessons learned, and relationships formed are 
invaluable and help circumvent the potential for our 
children and teens to become involved in gangs, drugs, 
violence and other destructive behaviors. 
    Camp Bob Waldorf has helped more than 60,000 
underserved children, offering youth development 
activities through the transformative power of camp. 
Teen Talk App – Teens Supporting TeensTeen Talk App – Teens Supporting Teens 
    Many teens are in crisis. Navigating the teenage years 
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has never been harder than it is today. Between a socially 
isolating pandemic, Facebook computer algorithms that 
harm teens, and the constant pressures of school, family, 
peers and life – teens are floundering all around us. 
Introduced in 2018, the Teen Talk App creates a positive 
space for teens who feel they have nowhere else to go. 
Teens access the app from any smartphone and engage 
and connect with peers who are trained in supportive 
techniques that help teens cope with the challenges of 
today.  
    Over 35,000 teens have downloaded Teen Talk App and 
more than 150 users post on it every day. The positive 
interaction teens have with a peer is often the first step for 
a young person seeking help. Teen Advisors guide teens to 
find real life support while offering hope and the critical 

reminder that they are not alone. 
    The Teen Talk App is free and available to download on 
iOS and Android devices for teens ages 13-19.  
College Access and Success – Meet HeiddyCollege Access and Success – Meet Heiddy 
    Providing access to college for high school students is the 
goal of The Erwin Rautenberg College Guidance Program. 
Every year, over 50 students receive individual counseling 
support to improve their access to higher education. 
College scholarships, coaching and peer networks help to 
ensure that students complete college.  
    Heiddy is a first-year student at UC Berkeley who received 
an Arnold S. Nelson Scholarship this year. In her acceptance 
speech she shared: “I am Heiddy, a Chicana from Central Los 
Angeles, and the child of immigrants, the outcome of two 
people fleeing their country in hopes of a better tomorrow. 

I am the second daughter to 
graduate from high school and 
the first to make it into the UC 
system. This scholarship allows 
me to be able to comfortably 
navigate college without the 
worry of how much I might 
have to give up to be able to 
pay for a higher education. 
Even though I am just a 
17-year-old going into her first 
year of college, I promise to be 
the change I hope to see in this 
world.” 
    JBBBSLA has awarded over $2 
million in college scholarships 
to hundreds of students 
since 1990. Each scholarship 
program for former Littles and 
campers provides financial 
assistance to students who have 
demonstrated financial need 
and leadership qualities.  
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Jewish theater legend who reshaped the American musical, 
passes away at 91
BY RON KAMPEAS, JTA 

STEPHEN SONDHEIM

Stephen Sondheim, the Jewish lyricist and 
composer who redefined the American musical 
through a monumental canon of influential and 
innovative theatrical works, has died at 91. 
    He died suddenly on November 26 after 

enjoying a Thanksgiving dinner with friends at his home in 
Roxbury, Connecticut, The New York Times reported. 
    Sondheim’s stunning debut came writing the lyrics to 
Leonard Bernstein’s score for “West Side Story” in 1957, at 
age 27. Sondheim was born to Jewish parents in New York 
City but raised without any formal Jewish background, to 
the extent that he once said Bernstein had to explain to 
him how to pronounce the words “Yom Kippur.” 
    Sondheim’s other well-known musicals include “Into 
the Woods,” “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street,” “Follies,” “A Little Night Music” and “Sunday in the 
Park With George.” Many of them were not smash hits 
immediately, as he avoided traditional Broadway formulas 
that would immediately draw audiences. Instead, he 
crafted musicals that dealt with subjects that had not 
received treatments on mainstream stages: loneliness, 
despair and the artistic temperament. 
    There was the young man who is terrified of emotional 
commitment in “Company” (1970); the family torn apart by 

emotional dishonesty in “A Little Night Music” (1973); the 
vicious serial killer in “Sweeney Todd” (1979); and the artist 
in the midst of conceiving a masterpiece in “Sunday in 
the Park with George” (1984). “Into the Woods,” a mashup 
of characters from multiple fairy tales, won several Tony 
Awards in 1987. 
    Revivals staged years after often did better than original 
runs, but he is often cited as one of the 20th century’s 
most influential theater writers. 
    Sondheim—who did not entertain a romantic 
partnership until he was 60—also often wrote about 
loneliness and whether the capacity to create a longterm 
relationship was possible. “Send In the Clowns,” a 
signature song from “A Little Night Music” that Frank 
Sinatra recorded a popular version of, remains a famous 
lamentation about bad timing when it comes to love. 
    “Isn’t it rich?” sings the character Desiree. “Are we a pair? 
Me here at last on the ground, You in mid-air?” 
    Sondheim hated when his fans and biographers 
attempted to examine his life to understand his music, but 
it was an irresistible enterprise. Born into a wealthy family 
in New York that ran a dressmaking company, his father 
left him and his mother when Sondheim was 10 years old, 
and his mother heaped on him hateful scorn, once telling 

The Stephen Sondheim Theater on Broadway in New York City
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him that her greatest regret was that he was born at all.  
    He found mentorship and a father figure in his teen 
years in a family friend, Oscar Hammerstein II, the lyricist 
of Jewish descent who had heralded an earlier revolution 
in the American musical, leading its transition in the 1920s 
from lighthearted reviews to novelistic treatments of major 
issues.  
    Hammerstein plotted out a four-step training for 
Sondheim while he was still in high school: Adapt a good 
play into a musical, adapt a flawed play into a musical, 
adapt a musical from another literary form, write your own 
musical. 
    Sondheim stuck assiduously to the course and at 22 
began auditioning songs around New York. A producer, 
Lemuel Ayers, commissioned Sondheim to write songs for 
a musical he was producing, but Ayers died before it could 
be staged. Sondheim’s skills nonetheless became known 
in Broadway circles and at age 25, he was asked to come 
on board and write the lyrics for a musical Bernstein was 
planning based on “Romeo and Juliet.” 
    That became “West Side Story,” and Sondheim’s skill at 
weaving doom and despair into romance was immediately 
evident in the signature song, “Somewhere”: “There’s a place 
for us/ Somewhere a place for us/ Peace and quiet and open 
air/ Wait for us somewhere.” 
     Sondheim was a generous interview, speaking to 

journalists and even critics at length, and lacerating 
himself for years about lyrics he believed post-facto were 
misconceived. He hated that the big, emotive note in 
“Somewhere” was the “a” in “There’s a place for us.” 
    Sondheim earned multiple honors besides his many 
Tony’s, including being honored in 1993 with the Kennedy 
Center Honors and the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
2015. 
    He settled into a comfortable elder statesman status late 
in life, traveling into New York this year to see revivals of 
his musicals, and living with his husband, Jeffrey Romley, 
whom he married in 2017 and who survives him. 

RON KAMPEAS  IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

“Sondheim was a generous 
interview, speaking to 

journalists and even critics 
at length, and lacerating 

himself for years about lyrics 
he believed post-facto were 

misconceived.” 
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As head of the New Israel Fund, Daniel Sokatch has 
one of the most difficult jobs in the Jewish 
nonprofit world: encouraging Jews and others 
outside Israel to support the NIF’s grassroots 
tikkun olam and civil rights projects within Israel 

for both Jews and non-Jewish citizens.  
This includes its human rights projects in the West Bank, 
which many people worry may encourage anti-Semitic and 
anti-Israel groups in their own countries. 
    His new book, “Can We Talk About Israel? A Guide for the 
Curious, Confused, and Conflicted,” is part condensed history 
of Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and part lexicon 
of important arguments and terms that appear in the 
headlines.  
    It is his attempt to answer, or at least lay some foundations 
for discussing, some of the questions he’s asked most often. 
    Our conversation has been condensed and edited for 
clarity. 
What made you decide to write this book?What made you decide to write this book? 
    We—those of us who are older than 30—grew up with a 
certain Israel in mind. I have kids in high school and college, 
and they see the disconnect between what they know is the 
story our community tells and what they’re reading on the 
news. When my kids say, “Dad, how come 1,000 Palestinian 
civilians died and only two Israeli soldiers?” we can say, 
“Because they’re evil and we’re good,” or we can say, “It’s 
really tragic and complicated and let’s try to talk about it.” 
    The gap between what we learned and what we see in 
front of us--in a way that’s why I wrote the book. Within that 
gap is the potential for people to just say, “I’m done with it,” or 
“I’m going to believe one side,” meaning “Israel is always 
right” or “Israel is always wrong,” when like anything else, it’s 
complex.  
Why such a short book then?Why such a short book then? 
    For years my wife would say, ‘You should write a book 
about Israel,’ and our friends would say there’s an absence of 
a guided tour from a nonpartisan and trusted guide. There 
are a lot of books about Israel, but they tend to fall into two 
categories, advocacy pieces that take sides with one or 
another party to the conflict or have an agenda, or else books 
written by scholars for other scholars.  
    I try to be very clear in the book about what parts are my 
own position, which is that there’s enough room for both 
parties. I also didn’t want to write a book for my friends who 
were professors, I wanted to write a book for my friends who I 
go out to dinner with, and for my kids. So that’s how this 
book came about.  
    Of course, one of my daughters said, “Dad, why don’t you 
just write the lexicon? Who needs to read your whole book?” 
Very high school request! 
How did you grow up thinking about Israel and how did you How did you grow up thinking about Israel and how did you 
get into the work you’re doing now?get into the work you’re doing now? 

    I was a teenager in Cincinnati 
and first went to Israel in 1984 as a 
16-year-old with my family on a 
United Jewish Appeal trip, went 
back the next summer on a NFTY 
program and fell totally in love 
with it. [NFTY was the North 
American Federation for Temple 
Youth, now known as the Reform 
Jewish Youth Movement.] I’d sort 
of imbibed the romance of the 
story; we just weren’t brought up 
to be critical thinkers about Israel. 
I was a Middle Eastern studies and 
history major at Brandeis in 1987, 
when the first Intifada broke out, 
and I remember Woody Allen wrote 
an impassioned letter to the New York Times saying, “What’s 
going on? Am I really seeing Jewish soldiers breaking arms of 
unarmed kids?” and everyone was condemning him. I was 
thinking, “I feel exactly the same way,” but I didn’t dare say 
anything.  
    Then I went to Northern Ireland for junior year and the 
same scenes I was desperately trying to rationalize and justify 
in Bethlehem, East Jerusalem and Hebron, I’m seeing with my 
own two eyes in the streets of Belfast, Londonderry and 
Derry, 13-year-old kids throwing a rock at an armored 
personnel carrier. And I agonized, how do I justify and 
rationalize these two things? And at the end of the day, I 
couldn’t.  
    I looked around for that place where my love for Israel, my 
dedication to social justice and to an honest conversation—
where do those things meet? I couldn’t find anything until 
someone pointed me to the New Generations of the New 
Israel Fund. I was 22 or 23 years old when I got involved, and I 
never stopped until I was the CEO, decades later.  
     I went to graduate school and then law school, and I 
ended up as the founding executive director of the 
Progressive Jewish Alliance---now called Bend the Arc—in 
Los Angeles. That was an incredible thing to do for a decade, 
and it’s how I met Peter Dreier and Rabbi Josh Levine-Grater. 
Once, in a campaign on behalf of hotel workers in Santa 
Monica, we were asked by the union to take on this hotel 
because it had a kosher kitchen. Rabbi Jon Rosove said, “We 
love your hotel, but kosher means more than the way you 
prepare your food, it also means the way you treat your 
workers.” And within 48 hours that hotel backed down and let 
its workers unionize. 
    A few weeks later, I got a call from the office of John 
Pritzker, of the Hyatt Hotel Pritzkers, saying the next time I 
was in San Francisco that I should talk to him. When I did, the 
first thing he said was, “What is it with you and hotels?” but 

COVER STORYCOVER STORY

Daniel Sokatch takes on “Israeli-Palestinian  
Conflict 101” without driving everyone crazy.
BY DEBORAH NOBLE

CAN WE TALK ABOUT ISRAEL?! 

Daniel Sokatch
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he was joking. He actually wanted to recruit me to head 
the San Francisco area Jewish Federation.  
    Learning to run a bigger organization was incredibly 
important to me. Before the year was out, I was being 
headhunted by the New Israel Fund, which was my first 
love, and I had to go. I’m still proud to this day that my 
board chair then at the Federation is now on the board of 
NIF and the past president of NIF was a legendary exec at 
the Federation. But in the Bay Area, where NIF was 
founded, it doesn’t seem radical to say you can lovingly 
critique Israel and lovingly try to help it change. 
The New Israel Fund website says it has a budget of $30 The New Israel Fund website says it has a budget of $30 
million that funds very practical grassroots projects in million that funds very practical grassroots projects in 
Israel. What does NIF do and how?Israel. What does NIF do and how? 
    In addition to fighting for public housing and water 
rights for all Israelis, helping Israelis in poverty pull 
themselves out of poverty, working for the rights of 
minorities, LGBTQ people, women and non-Orthodox 
Jews, the other thing the NIF does is we support the 
human rights and civil rights of Arabs both in Israel and 
the West Bank. Our grantees are monitoring what is done 
in the name of Israel in the West Bank.  
    Our international affiliates are basically non-
governmental organizations that choose from the menu 
of what we fund in Israel. So if Switzerland wants to put 
$100,000 of what they raise into three of our grantees, say, 
if they love B’Tselem, or they love the Women’s Support 
Network or a Shatil project, they can give to that. Years 
ago, some of the groups might not fund the human rights 
groups because they didn’t want the controversy, so 
they’d fund just the women’s groups, but now everyone 
wants to make sure the priorities of the organization are 
the things that might have the biggest impact to salvage 
and sustain Israeli democracy. 
    Shatil started as our training center for progressive 
nonprofit management in Israel, but now it’s also the 
central convener for crisis response in progressive civil 
society, something I wish we had here. We have our own 
small policy department that works with our flagship 
grantee, the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, and we 
have people working in the Knesset, doing  permissible 
lobbying and working on progressive bills to expand 
individual rights.  
    So Shatil is part of NIF, but if you separated it out, it’s 
probably the largest or one of the largest progressive 
NGOs in Israel, existing to serve all the other ones. 
You’ve said you see hope for Israel after the new election?You’ve said you see hope for Israel after the new election? 
    During the whole kerfuffle over the Nation-State law a 
few years ago, my No. 2 in Israel tweeted, “All Israelis 
should stand shoulder to shoulder with our Arab brothers 
and sisters because we’re all Israelis and nothing should 
divide us.” In response, Netanyahu tweeted, “Mickey Gantz 
shows the NIF’s true colors, they want a state for all of its 
citizens.” And all the reporters called me the next day and 
asked, “Is he right?” and I said, “He’s 100% right, and what 
has happened to you that you can’t say Israel should offer 
full equality to all its citizens?”  
    Incidentally, that was a point at which Ami Ayalon and 
Ehud Barak and all these people decided to give money to 
the New Israel Fund. 
    The new government is an unwieldy Frankenstein’s 

monster but it has left, right and center parties, one of which 
is an Arab party. You’ve got to have a heart of stone if you 
don’t see some hope there. Do you know, I had a 
conversation yesterday morning with a minister from the 
State of Israel—people we’ve worked with for years are now 
ministers in this government. That is hopeful. 
What we’re seeing in the U.S. is a little less hopeful, especially What we’re seeing in the U.S. is a little less hopeful, especially 
on college campuses. Does your book have something that on college campuses. Does your book have something that 
can help young people, their parents and communities can help young people, their parents and communities 
respond to personal confrontations over Israel?respond to personal confrontations over Israel? 
    I hope so, and that was one of the things in my mind while I 
was writing this book. My daughter’s a sophomore in college 
and she’s seeing the exact same thing. I say to my girls, when 
someone blames you as an American because you’re Jewish 
for what Israel’s done, or conflates you with Israel, or assumes 
that you approve of Israel‘s actions, that’s anti-Semitism. 
When someone’s critical of Israeli policy it’s more 
complicated, and my book is meant to help unpack that.   
    You could look at TikTok—and this is what most people 
do—or Twitter or the headlines and assume that you know 
what you’re talking about and that the other side doesn’t. Or 
you could educate yourself so that you stand from an 
informed position. 
    Back in college, if you saw left-wing or Arab students 
protesting Israel and saying “Deir Yassin, there was a massacre 
at Deir Yassin”—if you were me, you’d have walked up and 
said, “That can’t be true, you are lying,” and then walked away 
thinking, “I can’t believe those people said that terrible thing! 
Whatever happened at Deir Yassin, which I’ve never heard of, 
it was certainly not a massacre of hundreds of women and 
children by terrorists.”  
    But of course today, our kids go and Google what 
happened, and that’s exactly what happened.  
    Now what if we had told them, in Sunday school or 
summer camp or informal Jewish education, “Before the State 
of Israel was established, there were right-wing Jewish 
militant terrorists who massacred Palestinian Arabs, but 
Ben-Gurion and the folks who were more moderate actually 
fought a mini-civil war with them. They even sank a Jewish 
militants’ ship off of Tel Aviv. You know who the commander 
was? It was Yitzhak Rabin when he was a young pup.” 
    And then try to talk to people. You never know. In L.A. I did 
a lot of work with the head of the Muslim Public Affairs 
Committee. He kept using the word “Zionist” as a pejorative. I 
went to him and said, “Most of us consider ourselves Zionists, 
and we want nothing more than to see a Palestinian state 
living in security and peace next to Israel.” And he said, ‘I 
never thought of it that way, and I won’t use that word that 
way anymore.” 
    I told my publisher this is the hardest issue in the Jewish 
community, and a lot of people might want to avoid it. It’s 
heartening that people have been saying “Yes, please, we’ve 
been waiting to have this kind of conversation about how to 
navigate and wrestle with this issue in a way that is 
compassionate but also acknowledges the complexity of it.” 
*** Daniel Sokatch will present “Can We Talk About Israel?” at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7 in a hybrid in-person/online Jewish 
Book Festival event at Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center. 
For more information or to register for this event, go to 
https://www.jewishsgpv.org/jewish-book-festival. 
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Embrace Your Inner Artiste’

A
s little as I know about art, I know this: Art is 

subjective. If the kid believes it’s “art,” who am I to 

say otherwise? 

    If you are now, or have ever been, the parent of a 

toddler, you know exactly why “art” is in quotes. While these 

mini-masterpieces take many shapes and forms, few of them 

are what one might call gallery-ready. 

    These are the nine phases we go through with our toddler 

“art.” 

1. The Prodigy 

    It all started when our little geniuses figured out how to 

hold a crayon properly in their hand… Amazing! With tongues 

splayed out the side of their mouth, contact was thoughtfully 

made with the paper. Incredible! Just like that, the first 

“masterpiece” was created. We cherished that first gem. It 

got pride of placement on the fridge and ample discussion 

of its many artistic merits. Should we start saving now for art 

school? 

2. On A Roll 

    Having hit a stride, they master the effect of not just one, 

but every color in the box being scribbled across the page. 

Page after page. After page. Lots of scribbles. Lots of pages. 

Lots of praise—perhaps too much. The piles begin.. 

3. Medium Master 

    Moving on from crayons, they discover colored pencils, 

colored pens, markers (washable, if you’re lucky; Sharpies if 

you did something bad in a previous life), stamps, stickers, 

feathers, sticks, string, glue, and if you did something really 

bad in a previous life, glitter. Because each one is new and 

different, you feel inclined to love and cherish each one. The 

piles continue. 

4. The Eye of the Beholder 

    You see a page that looks like someone was trying to get 

a dried-out pen to work; they see a full story: characters, 

plot-line, back story. You say it’s too bad that someone spilled 

some water on it. They correct you; that is how it is meant to 

look. Uhhh, sure. Whatever you say, kid. We start to eye the 

piles suspiciously. 

5. Magic Eye 

    Oh wow, that person actually looks like a person. Well, 

if people had their arms and legs coming right out of their 

heads. All of a sudden the scribbles have morphed into actual 

pictures that we can decipher and understand. And there are 

letters (trying to) spell something! Resume pile accumulation. 

6. Grand Ambitions 

    As each piece is proudly presented, we think about all the 

things we could do. 

Start the checklist: 

– We will date and record the intricate description on the 

back of each work of art, lest we forget that the black squiggle 

is the cat, the purple squiggle is the baby, and the green line is 

the lake that ate the monkeys. 

– We will collect them in folders/binders, sorted by color/

medium/theme. 

– We will take a picture of each one, creating a catalog of files 

on our computer. 

– We will upload them to a collage website and make a 

picture which uses all of them. Such a creative idea, no 

wonder the kid is so talented. 

– We will pick our 10 favorites and create a collage on their 

wall in various “artsy” vintage frames. Eventually… when 

there are 10 we think are worthy of a frame. 

– We will place our favorites in a portfolio to help preserve 

them for a very special graduation/wedding gift. 

7. Reality Bites 

    Eventually we glance awkwardly at the various piles 

accumulating in our homes of the “art” that is waiting to be 

photographed/scanned/filed/organized/framed/packed away. 

Slowly we come to the realization that our ambitions may 

never see the light of day. And if we continue to let these piles 

of artwork grow, we also may never see the light of day. 

8. Give it away, give it away now 

    Grandparents make great recipients (seriously, they eat 

that shit up). Also friends, neighbors, the crossing guard, 

doorman, the UPS delivery guy—anyone who might actually 

take some of this stuff off your hands. 

9. Acceptance 

    Something’s gotta give. If we’re willing to accept that we 

might not ever get around to that list of ambitions, we must 

somehow eliminate the piles. Cue the list of lies we tell our 

kids when their “art” goes missing. As long as we have a few 

left for them to find in an attic one day many years from now, 

we’ll be fine. 

    Grant us the serenity to accept the “art” we cannot trash, 

the courage to trash the “art” we can, and the wisdom to know 

the difference. 

The 9 Stages of Toddler Art
BY LINDSEY BARNES, KVELLER

LINDSEY BARNES IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KVELLER AND KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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Preschool’s Vision Expanding

B
’nai Simcha Jewish Community Preschool is 

expanding its program in the foothills of Pasadena. 

    The non-denominational preschool strives to 

create a loving and experiential environment where 

children can explore, manipulate and create as they develop 

and reach their developmental milestones at their own 

individual pace, inflected by Jewish culture and identity.  

    B’nai Simcha believes that we are Jews in the world and in 

every facet of our beings. As such, we do not separate Judaic 

studies and experiences from the general curriculum, fully 

integrating our Jewish experiences and identities within 

our everyday learning and play. Our days are infused with 

Jewish life, traditions, culture and rituals, allowing children to 

explore and experiment while making sense of the world in 

which they live. 

    Research shows that the most effective way for children 

to learn, develop and reach their potential is through play, 

so our evidence-based curriculum utilizes a play-based 

approach to learning. We support each child’s journey and 

exploration with open-ended questions and scaffolding when 

appropriate.  

    We validate the children’s feelings and experiences by 

noticing, acknowledging and modeling. It is our goal to 

support the children in developing resilience, empathy, 

emotional intelligence, problem solving skills and the 

knowledge that they can make a difference in the 

community, both local and worldwide.  

    We offer preschool programs from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. five 

days a week, with a range of schedule options for children 

2 to 6 years old. Pandemic pending, we are launching our 

infant/toddler and caregiver programs this winter.  

    These classes are engaging interactive experiences where 

parents and caregivers will have the opportunity to play and 

explore with other children and their grown-ups, as well as 

time for parents and caregivers to expand their parenting 

skills and learn about child development.  

     We will also be launching a parenting series towards the 

end of January. These classes are all in-person and attendees 

eligible for the vaccine will be required to show proof of full 

COVID vaccination.  

    B’nai Simcha Jewish Community Preschool was founded 

40 years ago. The school was started by 10 families and the 

founding director, but when Judy Callahan took over as 

director,  the school began to grow. Callahan effectively built 

the thriving community B’nai has become today during her 

28-year tenure, and Director Jennifer Leonard took over 

where Callahan left off. 

    As the Jewish community has grown in the San Gabriel 

and Pomona valleys, the need for early childhood education 

and care has grown as well. To meet the needs of the 

community, the vision for B’nai Simcha expanded to include 

both increased preschool capacity and adding an infant and 

toddler center.  

    I was hired by B’nai in August 2020 both to support 

Director Jennifer Leonard, of blessed memory, as she battled 

long term illness and to support her and our board in 

expanding both the program and community at B’nai. After 

4  DECEMBER 2021 KIDDISH

BY CHANA BLUGRIND MA, ED. 

Greater capacity and infant/toddler center now at B’nai Simcha
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a two-year hiatus, I was excited to be back in a Jewish school, 

adding to my 22 years in Jewish education. 

    At B’nai I found a supportive, inclusive community that 

embraced not only my vision for bringing progressive, science-

based education to the Jewish community, but also me and 

my own children, giving us a place to renew and rediscover our 

Jewish life. 

    The support of our families, and especially of our generous, 

invested and actively involved alumni, has empowered my 

board, my staff, and me and enabled us to expand the school 

and programming, and the vision for our school. Without their 

unwavering commitment to building up the next generation 

of educated and uplifted Jewish children, we could not have 

thrived in this most challenging of years. And we have thrived!

    When I joined B’nai, the school had 30 children ages 2 to 

6. Even in the midst of the pandemic, we knew there was 

an increasing demand for quality Jewish education in our 

communities, so we expanded capacity to accommodate the 

growing interest and need. 

    Now at 79 students strong, we are delighted to be increasing 

capacity yet again to meet the continuing growth of our 

community.

    Together, our staff, parents and broader community work to 

build our children up with the knowledge that they are valued 

members of the Jewish community and the world. 
CHANA BLUGRIND MA ED, IS THE DIRECTOR OF B’NAI SIMCHA COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL 

AND A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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JEWISH Lifestyle

Zucchini Lemon  Zucchini Lemon  
Olive Oil CakeOlive Oil Cake

Healthy recipes that 
people will actually 

use
BY JUDY BART KANCIGOR

LOOKING FOR 
HEALTHY 

GREEK? OPA!
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When I think of 
entertainment 
in the era of the 
pandemic, I’m 
reminded of Nor-

ma Desmond in “Sunset Boule-
vard” who famously said, “It’s 
the pictures that got small.”  
    Theater, movies, concert 
venues–all were shuttered 
during the worst of it, and our 
entertainment was confined to 
the small screen: televisions, 
computers and devices. Zoom 
became our link to the outside 
world.  
    Among the things I’ve missed 
most are the frequent cookbook 
events held at Melissa’s Produce 
headquarters in Vernon for food 
writers and bloggers. Melissa’s, 
the country’s largest distributor 
of exotic fruits and vegetables, 
has for years hosted meet-and-
greets with authors of some of 
my most beloved cookbooks: 
Faye Levy (“1000 Jewish Reci-
pes”), Steven Raichlen (“Barbe-
cue! Bible”), John Becker and 
Megan Scott (“Joy of Cooking”), 
Paula Shoyer (“The Kosher Bak-
er”), Katie Chin (“Everyday Thai 
Cooking”) and Raghavan Iyer 
(“660 Curries”), just to name a 
few.  
    Melissa’s chefs would whip 
up a delicious lunch with reci-
pes from the cookbook of the 
day, using Melissa’s ingredients, 
and we’d then be treated to a 
cooking demonstration of some 
of the recipes. When COVID-19 
hit, Robert Schueller, Melissa’s 
director of public relations, con-
tinued presenting authors on 
Zoom, Facebook and YouTube 
– fun to watch, but, alas, it was 
BYOL—bring your own lunch.  
    Mediterranean is my favorite 
cuisine, so I was thrilled to meet 
chef and travel writer Christi-
na Xenos, who with co-author 
Theo Stephan wrote “Opa! The 
Healthy Greek Cookbook” (Rock-
ridge Press, $16.99), featuring 
90 healthy Greek recipes, handy 

tips, holiday menu ideas, plus 
a regional overview of Greek 
food.  
    Xenos, a frequent flyer to the 
Greek islands, wanted to write 
an approachable cookbook, 
she told us, “one that people 
would actually use. Times have 
changed. We don’t have time 
anymore to spend three or five 
hours in the kitchen making 
one recipe. Take-out’s great, but 
we wanted to use accessible 
ingredients and streamline the 
recipes so people would have 
time to cook, and we wanted 
people to cook healthy.”  
    Xenos’s family is from Crete 
and Milos in the southern Ae-
gean. “I’ve been cooking all my 
life,” she reminisced. “My earli-
est memory is my grandmother 
teaching me to make dolmades, 
stuffed grape leaves. Greek peo-
ple are hyper local eaters. Many 
of them grow what they eat 
or shop at their neighborhood 
village market. When my grand-
mother emigrated to the States, 
she had a huge, huge garden 
in her backyard, and when she 
taught me to make dolmades, 
the first thing I had to do was 
go out to the backyard and pick 
the grape leaves.  
    “I became a chef on an online 
platform called eatwith.com. 
Chefs all over the world will 
list whatever events they have 
going on, and wherever you are, 
you can look up and see what-
ever dining experiences are 
going on in your area, and you 
can buy tickets.  
    “When I was in cooking 
school, my friends told me 
about them, and I thought that 
would be a great way to dip my 
toe in and see if I actually liked 
it, and I started doing popup 
dinners, and after about a year, 
I decided I really liked it and 
started my personal chef busi-
ness.”   
    My favorite on the luncheon 
buffet was Xenos’ Baked Zuc-

chini Patties, which she demon-
strated for us in real time. “In 
Greece they’re traditionally 
fried, but it’s easy to bake 
them,” she noted. “They’re com-
mon throughout Greece, mainly 
the islands.” 
    These zucchini appetizers are 
a must on her popup spread, 
she said. “They are always the 
first thing to go.” We loved them 
with her Roasted Red Pepper 
and Feta Cheese Dip as well as 
the Avocado Garlic Spread on 
the buffet.  
    “They go really well with 
tzatziki (yogurt sauce), too, and 
you can change it up and use 
butternut or yellow summer 
squash or even carrots. Instead 
of feta you could use a tangy 
goat cheese or even vegan 
cheese, as long as it doesn’t 
have a higher moisture content. 
After cooking, freeze them in 
airtight freezer bags separated 
by layers, and they’ll last three 
months. Then you can always 
heat up as many as you need 
when company comes.”  
    “Opa!” is an exclamation that 
means “Awesome!” Xenos told 
us, but the term is not confined 
to throwing plates. The Zucchini 
Lemon Olive Oil Cake tastes as 
good as it looks. The authors 
chose to go modern-style with 
this one: a triple layered cake 
with a “naked siding” approach 
to the frosting.  
    Opa!   

JLIFE FOOD EDITOR JUDY BART KANCIGOR IS 
THE AUTHOR OF “COOKING JEWISH” (WORKMAN) 
AND “THE PERFECT PASSOVER COOKBOOK” (AN 
E-BOOK SHORT FROM WORKMAN), A COLUMNIST 
AND FEATURE WRITER FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS AND CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE WEB AT  
WWW.COOKINGJEWISH.COM.

@JLIFE DECEMBER 2021 25

COOKING JEWISH
Lifestyle

“The zucchini 
appetizers are 
always the first 

thing to go.” 

Zucchini Lemon  
Olive Oil Cake
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Zucchini Lemon 
Olive Oil Cake

You can use orange olive oil, swapping out grated You can use orange olive oil, swapping out grated 
lemon zest and zest slivers for orange. Also you can also lemon zest and zest slivers for orange. Also you can also 
use real milk instead of almond milk, but almond milk use real milk instead of almond milk, but almond milk 
gives the cake a unique flavor. Last, you may use regular gives the cake a unique flavor. Last, you may use regular 
olive oil if you don’t have lemon or orange olive oil, but olive oil if you don’t have lemon or orange olive oil, but 
the character of the cake’s flavor will change. the character of the cake’s flavor will change. 
Yield: 16 servingsYield: 16 servings

Frosting: Frosting: 
4 ounces cream cheese, at room temperature4 ounces cream cheese, at room temperature
2 tablespoons butter, at room temperature2 tablespoons butter, at room temperature
2 tablespoons extra-virgin lemon olive oil2 tablespoons extra-virgin lemon olive oil
2 teaspoons vanilla extract2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 tablespoons grated lemon zest2 tablespoons grated lemon zest
3 cups confectioners’ sugar3 cups confectioners’ sugar

For the cake:For the cake:
2½ cups sugar2½ cups sugar
¾ cup extra-virgin lemon olive oil¾ cup extra-virgin lemon olive oil
4 large eggs, beaten4 large eggs, beaten
2/3 cup unsweetened vanilla almond milk2/3 cup unsweetened vanilla almond milk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract2 teaspoons vanilla extract
4 cups cake flour4 cups cake flour
2½ teaspoons baking powder2½ teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon sea salt1 teaspoon sea salt
2½ cups coarsely shredded zucchini, excess moisture 2½ cups coarsely shredded zucchini, excess moisture 
removed by blotting with paper towelsremoved by blotting with paper towels
1 tablespoon slivered lemon zest, for garnishing1 tablespoon slivered lemon zest, for garnishing

 1.  Frosting: In large bowl, with electric handheld mixer, beat 
together cream cheese, butter, olive oil, vanilla, and grated 
lemon zest until light and fluffy. Add confectioners’ sugar and 
beat until well combined. You will have about 2 cups frosting.
 2.  Cake: Preheat oven to 350°F. Prepare three (8-inch) round 
cake pans: trace bottom of pan’s shape on parchment paper, cut 
out circles and place them on bottoms of pans. 
 3.  In large bowl whisk sugar and olive oil. Add eggs, almond 
milk, and vanilla and whisk to combine. Add flour, baking 
powder and salt. Mix thoroughly to make a smooth batter. Stir in 
zucchini. 
 4.  Pour 2 cups batter into each prepared pan. Bake 30 minutes 
or until toothpick inserted into center comes out clean. Remove 
from oven and cool on wire racks 15 minutes. 

    Invert pans: Working over wire racks or your prep table, place 
your thumbs on the bottom of the pan and your fingers over the 
cake, slipping cake from pan. When completely cooled, placed 
one cake layer on serving dish; spread lightly with frosting. 
Repeat with two remaining cake layers. Frost top with ½-inch-
thick layer of frosting. Frost sides minimally with remaining 
frosting, allowing cake to show through. Garnish top of cake 
with slivered lemon zest. 
    Source: “Opa! Healthy Greek Cookbook” by Theo Stephen and 
Christina Xenos

Baked Zucchini Patties

Normally these patties are fried and served as an appetizer Normally these patties are fried and served as an appetizer 
or main course. This recipe, a healthier version of the or main course. This recipe, a healthier version of the 
favorite, calls for baking instead of frying. You can find favorite, calls for baking instead of frying. You can find 
kefalotiri cheese online or in supermarkets with large kefalotiri cheese online or in supermarkets with large 
cheese displays, selected Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s cheese displays, selected Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s 
or Mediterranean markets. Or you can substitute with or Mediterranean markets. Or you can substitute with 
Parmesan or Romano cheese.Parmesan or Romano cheese.
Yield: 4 servingsYield: 4 servings

3 zucchini (about 13 zucchini (about 1½ pounds), grated pounds), grated
1 teaspoon kosher salt1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ cup chopped scallions, white and green partscup chopped scallions, white and green parts
1 garlic clove, grated1 garlic clove, grated
1 cup breadcrumbs1 cup breadcrumbs
1 cup feta cheese1 cup feta cheese
¼ cup shredded kefalotiri, Parmesan or Romano cheese cup shredded kefalotiri, Parmesan or Romano cheese
2 large eggs, beaten2 large eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill

 1.  Place zucchini in a fine-mesh strainer, sprinkle with salt, 
mix thoroughly, and let drain in the sink for 30 minutes. 
Squeeze out as much liquid as possible.
 2.  Preheat oven to 375°F. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. 
 3.  In medium bowl combine zucchini, scallion, garlic, 
breadcrumbs, feta and kefalotiri cheese, eggs, and dill. Form 
zucchini mixture into one-inch balls. Lightly smash balls into 
patties and place on prepared baking sheet. 
 4.  Bake for 30 minutes, turning once halfway through 
cooking. Cover and refrigerate leftovers up to 3 days.
     
Serving tip: These are perfect served with Not Your Yiayia’s 
Tzatziki or over pasta with a basic tomato sauce.
Substitution tip: Substitute almond flour for the breadcrumbs 
to make this recipe gluten-free.   

Baked Zucchini PattiesBaked Zucchini Patties

 COOKING JEWISH

MAKE
ME!

EASY TO FOLLOW
RECIPE
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Mila Kunis, Neil Patrick Harris, Helen Mirren and over 
200 other celebrities sign letter  denouncing cultural 
boycott of Israel
BY SHIRA HANAU, JTA

TLVFEST
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More than 200 celebrities, including actors 
Mila Kunis, Billy Porter, Neil Patrick Harris and 
Helen Mirren, signed an open letter opposing 
efforts to boycott an LGBTQ film festival in Tel 
Aviv. 

    The letter, published at the end of October was a response 
to calls from activists with the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement to boycott the Tel Aviv International 
LGBTQ+ Film Festival, also called TLVFest, an annual film 
festival showcasing LGBTQ films that was founded in 2006. 
    It was organized by Creative Community for Peace, an 
organization of entertainment industry professionals that 
works to counter cultural boycotts against Israel. 
    “In Israel, movies have the unique power to bring 
together Jews, Arabs, and people of all races, ethnicities, 
and backgrounds in collaboration under a shared love of 
the arts, working together towards the common goal of 
telling their stories, and building bridges of compassion 
and understanding,” the letter reads. 

    In May of this year, Aswat, an organization focusing on 
Palestinian feminist issues, called on activists around the 
world to boycott “Israel’s pinkwashing events,” including 
Pride activities and the film festival. “Pinkwashing” is a 
term used by pro-Palestinian activists, who use it to argue 
that Israel uses its openness to the LGBTQ community to 
deflect criticism of what they deem its unfair treatment of 
Palestinians. 
    The film festival has been the target of numerous boycott 
efforts in recent years. Several participants boycotted 
the festival in 2017 after John Trengrove, a South African 
director whose film was set to open the festival, pulled out 
in protest. In 2020, over 100 queer filmmakers pledged not 
to submit films or participate in the festival in response to a 
call by BDS activists. 
    Other signees of the October letter include former NSYNC 
singer Lance Bass, actor Jeremy Piven, KISS frontman Gene 
Simmons and actress Emmanuelle Chriqui. 

SHIRA HANAU IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND LIFE MAGAZINE.

TLVFest or the Tel Aviv International LGBT Film Festival is an annual film festival held in Tel Aviv, Israel. The festival is focused on LGBT themed film from around 
the world. The festival, based at the e Tel Aviv Cinematheque. is open to all types of audiences, not only to members of the LGBTQ community.
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TUESDAYS
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
(Every First Tuesday  
of the Month)  
Caffeine for the Soul - 
Chabad Women’s Circle, CIE 
 
7:30 - 8:30 PM 
(Every week until  
December 14, 2021) Weekly 
Torah Study, TSO 
 
7:30 - 9:30 PM
(until Dec. 24, 2021)
JLI Course - Outsmarting 
Antisemitism, CIE

WEDNESDAYS
8:00 - 10:00 AM 
Pirkei Avot Discussion Group  

THURSDAYS 
7:30 - 9:00 PM 
(Every week until  
December 16, 2021) 
Judaic Studies, TSO

FRIDAYS
7:30 - 8:30 PM
(Every week until  
December  25, 2021) 
Kabbalat Shabbat  
Services, TSO

7:30 PM
Shabbat Service, PJTC  

7:30 - 8:30 PM 
Virtual Shabbat Services, BSW

SATURDAYS
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
(Every week until  
December  25, 2021) Shabbat 
Shachrit  
Services, TSO  

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Temple Ami Shalom Shabbat 
Service In-Person, TAS  
SUNDAYS
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
(Every week until  
December 10, 2021)  
Hebrew/Sunday School, TSO 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1
6:30 - 8:30 PM
Ontario Public Menorah 
Lighting at Ontario Public 
Square followed by a car 
parade, CIE 
 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1
5:00 - 6:00 PM 
ON ZOOM
A Rockin’ Bright 4th Night! A 
Hanukkah family concert with 
Jason Mesches  
To sign up visit: 
www.jewishsgpv.org

FRIDAY, DEC 3 & 17  
9:30 - 11:30 AM
(every month on the 1st 
Friday and 3rd Friday until 
June 3, 2022)  
Gan Katan- In Person, JFSGPV

FRIDAY, DEC. 3 & 17
9:30 - 11:30 AM
(every month on the 2nd 
Friday and 3rd Friday until 
June 10, 2022)  
Gan Katan- Online, JFSGPV 

SUNDAY, DEC. 5
11:00 AM ON ZOOM
Storytime with Kayla and 
Kugel, JFSGPV

TUESDAY, DEC. 7
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Jewish Book Festival Presents: 
Daniel Sokatch, JFSGPV 

SATURDAY, DEC. 11
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Jewish Book Festival Presents: 
Ira Rosen, JFSGPV

SUNDAY, DEC. 12
3:00 - 4:30 PM
14th Annual Festival of Jewish 
Music, TBI

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:30 - 9:00 PM
JFed Participatory Reading, 
JFSGPV

Beth Shalom
of Whittier (BSW)
www.
bethshalomofwhittier.net 
 
B’nai Simcha
Community Preschool
www.bnaisimcha.org 

Chabad of Arcadia
(CoA)
www.jewisharcadia.com

Chabad of Pasadena
(CoP)
www.chabadpasadena.
com 

Chabad of the
Inland Empire (CIE)
www.
chabadinlandempire.com

Congregation Hugat
Haverim (CHH)
www.hugathaverim.com 

Jewish Federation
of SGPV
(JFSGPV)
www.jewishsgpv.org

Pasadena Jewish
Academy (PJA)
www. 
pasadenajewishacademy.
com

Pasadena Jewish
Temple & Center (PJTC)
www.pjtc.net

Temple Ami Shalom
(TAS)
https://templeamishalom.
org/

Temple Beth Israel of
Pomona (TBI)
www.tbipomona.org 

Temple Beth David of
the San Gabriel Valley
(TBD)
www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of
Highland Park and Eagle
Rock (TBILA)
www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)
www.templebnaiemet.org 

Temple Sinai of Glendale
(TSG)
http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of
Ontario (TSO)
www.
templesholomofontario.
org

Tree of Life Preschool 
(formerly TBI Preschool)  
(ToL)
www.www.tbipomona.
org 

 COMMUNITY 
 CALENDAR

All events listed here 
are virtual unless 
otherwise noted. 
Please visit www.
jewishsgpv.org/
virtual-calendar for 
details.

Keeping our 
Community Connected  
We applaud our 
community and the 
tremendous effort to 
transition to virtual 
events. If you have 
a virtual event that 
you would like to 
share please send an 
email to federation@
jewishsgpv.org

1221_JLIFE_SGPV_working.indd   6 11/30/21   11:20 AM



December 2021

14TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF 
JEWISH MUSIC A CELEBRATION OF 
JEWISH MUSIC FEATURING: 
KOL HAEMEK | JEWISH YOUTH 
ORCHESTRA AND LOCAL CANTORS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 3 PM

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL OF POMONA  

3033 N TOWNE AVE., POMONA & VIRTUALLY
FOR TICKETS AND TO REGISTER PLEASE VISIT 

WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG OR CALL 626.445.0810
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 NEWS 
& JEWS

    Temple Beth Israel of Pomona was pleased to welcome Jonathan 
Petropoulos, the John V. Croul Professor of European History at 
Claremont McKenna College, as the featured speaker of the Brenda 
Rosenfeld Scholars Series on Friday, October 29, 2021. Dr. Petropoulos 
shared his expertise in the areas of Nazi art looting and restitution 
during his presentation, “What is Happening Today with Restitution 
to Holocaust Victims?” 
    Dr. Petropoulos began working on the subject of Nazi art looting 
and restitution in 1983 as a graduate student in history and art 
history. He received his Ph.D. from Harvard University (1990). From 
1998 to 2000), he served as Research Director for Art and Cultural 
Property on the Presidential Commission on Holocaust Assets in the 
United States.  As Research Director, he and his staff of researchers 
sought to better understand how representatives of the U.S. 
government handled the assets of Holocaust victims both during and 
after the war.   
    He is the author of many books including: The Faustian Bargain: 
The Art World in Nazi Germany (Oxford University Press, 2000; 
Artists Under Hitler: Collaboration and Survival in Nazi Germany 
(Yale University Press, 2014), and has helped edit a number of other 
volumes. He has a forthcoming book, titled “Göring’s Man in Paris: 
The Story of a Nazi Art Plunderer and his World,” which will be 
published next fall by Yale University Press. 
    The Brenda Rosenfeld Scholars Series brings highly regarded 
guests to Temple Beth Israel. Ms. Rosenfeld, a 40-year member of 
Temple Beth Israel, was a founding member of the Temple’s Social 
Action Committee, chaired numerous Temple adult education events, 
and served on Claremont’s Human Relations Council. The Scholars 
Series continues to serve to affirm Brenda Rosenfeld’s values and to 
memorialize her tireless commitment to Jewish life, learning, and 
healing the world. 
    Dr. Petropoulos shared his comments with those congregants who 
had assembled in person at Temple Beth Israel as well as those who 
chose to participate via online. Following his talk, attendees and 
online participants were able to submit questions, promoting an 

engaging discussion.   

Jonathan Petropoulos 
Comes to The Brenda Rosenfeld 
Scholars Series at  
Temple Beth Israel of Pomona

    An 11-year-old girl found a rare silver coin dating from 

approximately 67-68 CE in dirt from excavations at the City 

of David park in Jerusalem. 

    Liel Krutokop was visiting the site with her family 

recently to sift dirt from an archaeological dig when 

she found the coin, according to the Israel Antiquities 

Authority. 

    “We poured the bucket with the dirt on the strainer, and 

as we filtered the stones that were inside, I saw something 

round,” Krutokop said of the moment when she found the 

coin in a statement. 

    After cleaning and examining the coin, archaeologists 

overseeing the site believe the coin may have been minted 

by Temple priests sympathetic to the cause of the Jewish 

rebels in their war against the Romans who controlled 

Jerusalem at the time. The coin is marked on one side with 

a cup and the letters “shin” and “bet,” which indicate that it 

was minted during the second year of the war, sometimes 

also called the Great Revolt. 

    The other side of the coin bears an inscription associated 

with the headquarters of the High Priest in the temple and 

the words “Holy Jerusalem.” That inscription, along with 

the high quality of silver from which the coin was made, 

indicate that the coin may have been minted by a priest 

using metal from the Temple’s own silver reserves. 

    Dr. Robert Kool, who leads the coin department at the 

Israel Antiquities Authority, said the coin was especially 

unusual because it was made of silver. 

    “This is a rare find, since out of many thousands of coins 

discovered to date in archaeological excavations, only 

about 30 coins are coins made of silver, from the period of 

the Great Revolt,” Kool said. 

     For her part, Krutokop was pleased to be the one to 

make the discovery. 

    “I was lucky to find it, but I also want to say thank you to 

my sister for choosing the bucket we sifted,” Krutokop said. 

“If she had not chosen this particular bucket, I probably 

would not have found the coin.”  
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An 11-year-old girl found a 
rare 2,000-year-old coin from 
time of the Jewish-Roman War 
in Jerusalem 
By Shira Hanau, JTA
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LAST WORDLAST WORD

“In our life there    “In our life there    
is a single    is a single    

color, as on an artist’s  color, as on an artist’s  
palette, which provides palette, which provides 
the meaning of life and  the meaning of life and  

art. It is the color of art. It is the color of 
love.”  love.”  

— Marc Chagall— Marc Chagall
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