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CAMP GA

Thank you so much to all of the 
families who shared your children 
with us for Camp Gan Shalom 

 er more than a year of 
uaran ne  lockdown  and di ital 

school  it was a lessin  to ha e 
o er ei hty campers redisco er the 
joys of summer camp.

rom hatchin  runion e s at the 
Ca rillo arine uarium in San 

edro  to the erce compe on 
of acca iah color wars  from 
makin  a short lm for ild est 

ay  to the e citement of a day at 
olsa Chica State each  and from 

the simple pleasures of learnin  to 
make a friendship racelet for a 
new friend  to welcomin  Sha at 
with stories and son s on riday 
a ernoons  our campers ot to 
e perience it all this year

Thank you to all our enerous 
supporters for makin  pro rams 
like this possi le.

Benjamin Judah Phelps
Camp Gan Shalom Director

2021

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR    

 CAMP DIRECTOR
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AN SHALOM
WHERE JUDAISM COMES ALIVE!
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BURNED 
BY YOUR 

STOCKBROKER?
SECURITIES LAW

CLAIMS AGAINST STOCKBROKERS
Stock Market Losses Caused by:
• Excessive Trading in Account

• Unsuitable Investments • Misrepresentation  
• Variable Annuities • Breach of Fiduciary Duty  

• Reverse Convertible Bonds

LAW OFFICES OF 
JONATHAN W. EVANS & ASSOCIATES

44 Years of Experience • Highest Avvo rating – 10.0 out of 10.0  
FINRA Arbitrator

No Recovery - No Fee
Free Initial Consultation

Select by peers as SECURITIES LITIGATION SUPERLAWYER
2007-2013 & 2015-2020

Call today for an appointment
(213)626-1881 • (800)699-1881 • (818)760-9880

www.stocklaw.com

Join us as we explore the wide 
variety of Jewish foods shared 

and prepared by talented 
cooks and bakers in the 
greater San Gabriel and 

Pomona Valleys.

For recipes & videos visit
 www.jewishsgpv.org

f you are interested in ge ng 
involved contact 

Cantor Judy Sofer at 
jsofer@jewishsgpv.org 
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State Bar  

Certified  

Specialist in  

Estate  

Planning,  

Trust Law  

& Probate

(626) 793-6774
301 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 616 

Pasadena, CA  91101
mgold4law@aol.com

Serving 
the San 
Gabriel 

Valley for  
46 Years

Martin B.  

Goldman
Attorney at Law

HIGH 
HOLY DAYS 5782

ROSH HASHANAH 
Begins at sundown on Monday, September 6
Ends at sundown on Wednesday, September 8

YOM KIPPUR
Begins at sundown on Wednesday, September 15
Ends at sundown on Thursday, September 16

For a list of High Holy Days services in the 
greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys visit
www.jewishspgv.org/highholidays
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Playing football in the street laying football in the street 
in front of my house with in front of my house with 
my neighbors. Playing my neighbors. Playing 
catch in the backyard with catch in the backyard with 
my dad or brother. Riding my dad or brother. Riding 

my bike into town to get pizza my bike into town to get pizza 
and play video games. Or simply and play video games. Or simply 
hanging out with my friends as we hanging out with my friends as we 
played pool and listened to music. played pool and listened to music. 
    These are a few memories I have     These are a few memories I have 
of growing up as a child in a small of growing up as a child in a small 
town in the Bay Area. While I know town in the Bay Area. While I know 
that I dealt with challenges or that I dealt with challenges or 
stresses back then, as I reflect back stresses back then, as I reflect back 
on that time now, I don’t really on that time now, I don’t really 
remember them. Could it be that remember them. Could it be that 
although they felt significant at although they felt significant at 
the moment I was confronting or the moment I was confronting or 
dealing with them, upon reflec-dealing with them, upon reflec-
tion, they really were not that big tion, they really were not that big 
of a deal? Could it be that time of a deal? Could it be that time 
has provided a broader perspec-has provided a broader perspec-
tive to what I experienced? Has tive to what I experienced? Has 
the memory of those challenges the memory of those challenges 
been replaced with more recent been replaced with more recent 
ones? Or is it that I repressed them ones? Or is it that I repressed them 
because they were just too painful because they were just too painful 
to remember and I did not yet un-to remember and I did not yet un-
derstand how important it was for derstand how important it was for 
me to learn and grow from these me to learn and grow from these 
experiences by reflecting on them experiences by reflecting on them 
as I got older? as I got older? 
    I bring this up in this month’s     I bring this up in this month’s 
column as we enter the Hebrew column as we enter the Hebrew 

month of month of ElulElul. Traditionally, as the . Traditionally, as the 
final few weeks of the Hebrew year final few weeks of the Hebrew year 
leading up to Rosh Hashanah and leading up to Rosh Hashanah and 
the start of the new year, this is a the start of the new year, this is a 
time that we are instructed to take time that we are instructed to take 
some time to reflect on the year some time to reflect on the year 
that was and begin the process of that was and begin the process of 
seeking forgiveness from those we seeking forgiveness from those we 
may have wronged. may have wronged. 
    And to get us started in this     And to get us started in this 
process, it is said that our soul gets process, it is said that our soul gets 
awoken from the stupor it has been awoken from the stupor it has been 
in for the last several months, upon in for the last several months, upon 
hearing the blast of the shofar. As a hearing the blast of the shofar. As a 
reminder, the shofar is blown each reminder, the shofar is blown each 
morning during morning during ElulElul, except on , except on 
Shabbat. Shabbat. 
    Close your eyes and try to re-    Close your eyes and try to re-
member the last time you heard member the last time you heard 
the shofar. Did you just hear it or the shofar. Did you just hear it or 
do you remember feeling it as the do you remember feeling it as the 
sound entered through your ears sound entered through your ears 
and rattled around your entire and rattled around your entire 
body in a way that no other instru-body in a way that no other instru-
ment’s sound could? ment’s sound could? 
    I have always considered the     I have always considered the 
shofar to be my Jewish alarm clock. shofar to be my Jewish alarm clock. 
While at times I have tried to hit While at times I have tried to hit 
“snooze”, each time I hear it I am “snooze”, each time I hear it I am 
reminded that it is time to wake reminded that it is time to wake 
up, roll out of bed, and get started up, roll out of bed, and get started 
on the day’s work. on the day’s work. 
    In the case of     In the case of ElulElul, the day’s , the day’s 
work is all about looking back at work is all about looking back at 

how I conducted myself during this how I conducted myself during this 
past year. Did my actions (or inac-past year. Did my actions (or inac-
tions) adversely affect someone tions) adversely affect someone 
else? Was I kind with my words? else? Was I kind with my words? 
How could I have remained calmer How could I have remained calmer 
or handled myself differently in a or handled myself differently in a 
particular situation? Did I use my particular situation? Did I use my 
time effectively? In essence, how time effectively? In essence, how 
could I have been a better version could I have been a better version 
of myself? of myself? 
    It is not always easy to do this.     It is not always easy to do this. 
For some of us, we find it uncom-For some of us, we find it uncom-
fortable to look back at a situation fortable to look back at a situation 
because it either brings back bad because it either brings back bad 
memories or we may be embar-memories or we may be embar-
rassed by how we acted. However, rassed by how we acted. However, 
in order for us to grow, this is a in order for us to grow, this is a 
critical step, even if it makes us critical step, even if it makes us 
uncomfortable. It is part of the uncomfortable. It is part of the 
process for the life-long learning of process for the life-long learning of 
ourselves. ourselves. 
    I encourage all of us to find some     I encourage all of us to find some 
time these next few weeks and time these next few weeks and 
commit to reflect on the past year. commit to reflect on the past year. 
And if you need to use the shofar And if you need to use the shofar 
to do so, that’s okay… just don’t hit to do so, that’s okay… just don’t hit 
the snooze button too many times. the snooze button too many times. 

DON’T HIT THAT SNOOZE BUTTON

From Where I Sit
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JASON MOSS IS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF THE GREATER  
SAN GABRIEL AND 
POMONA VALLEYS.

Now is the time to reflect upon the year that was.

0821_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   7 7/29/21   7:13 PM



In light of the upcoming school year, 
which will hopefully be a relatively 
normal one, I decided to write 
about a most unusual teacher, who 
happens to be a cousin of mine: Evan 

Leibowitz, 40, is an Orthodox Jewish man 
who teaches at P.S. 140, an elementary 
school in the South Bronx.    
    What makes this all the more 
astonishing is that Evan, like other Jews 
from Orthodox backgrounds (myself 
included), did not personally know many 
non-Jewish people while he was growing 
up; and because he attended Yeshiva 
University, his fi rst real encounters with 
non-Jews occurred only in graduate 
school. And yet Evan has dedicated his 
professional life to educating the children 
of the South Bronx.   
    It all began for Evan with a realization 
that he would like to work with children, 
and this led him to teaching.  At fi rst, he 
resisted the idea of teaching elementary 
school because of stereotypes 
suggesting it’s not “manly” to do so. 
However, it turned out that because there 
is a dearth of male teachers in primary 
school, Evan was highly marketable, 
and he was hired precisely because his 
principal wanted a male teacher as a role 
model for the children.   
    Not that Evan’s entry 15 years ago into 
the New York City public school system 
was always smooth sailing. 
    “I had tough conversations with 
colleagues when I fi rst started out,” he 
says. “It took me time to adjust and to 
understand the lives of the students and 
where their families are coming from.”  
    For example, at fi rst he couldn’t 
understand why his students did not do 
their homework. But his colleagues told 
him, “You have absolutely no idea about 
what is going on in their lives.” Evan grew 
to understand that they were right: “Until 
you put yourself in that situation, you 
cannot really judge anything.  Empathy is 
really important in this job. ” 
    Over the years, Evan says, “I have 

come to learn about the lives of the 
families more,” and since his start in 
teaching, Evan himself has become a 
father of four children. Now, he says, “I 
understand more if a child does not do 
their homework—there’s so much stuff  
going on.”     
    Being a father also encouraged Evan, 
about 10 years ago, to start wearing 
a kippah to work. His oldest child was 
entering Jewish day school and was 
wondering why Evan took off  his kippah. 
Evan has not heard a single negative 
comment about his kippah in the decade 
that he has worn it to work, and he feels 
that it’s important for his students to 
know about other religions.  
    During the spate of anti-Semitic attacks 
in the New York area a few months ago, 
Evan recalls, “As I walked to my car in 
the South Bronx after fi nishing my day 
at school, I thought about taking off  my 
kippah—but it was a fl eeting moment.”
    Evan teaches public school as opposed 
to Jewish parochial school primarily 
for fi nancial reasons. However, he does 
not have the luxury of enjoying what 
teachers are often envied for: a summer-
long vacation. He says that unlike most of 
his colleagues, he has to work during the 

summers (at Jewish day camps) because 
of the high cost of Jewish life. This, even 
though his wife is a pediatrician.
    Asked about teaching school in a 
particularly challenging neighborhood, 
Evan says, “You realize quickly that all 
children are the same. Even though they 
are exposed to a lot of things, in real life 
they are kids and at heart they want to 
learn and grasp knowledge.”  
    Evan enjoys being “a role model for 
future generations.”  “I get excited when 
kids that I have taught come back to say 
hello; it gives me a lot of satisfaction.”  
    The passion that fi rst led him to want to 
work with children is still there.
    “I like the idea of helping children, of 
molding them, of helping them make 
choices. You always want to be that 
teacher where they talk about you at 
graduation.”  
    I have a feeling that there is much talk 
of Mr. Leibowitz come graduation day at 
P.S. 140.   

8 AUGUST 2021 @JLIFE

AN UNUSUAL 
PUBLIC-SCHOOL TEACHER
Orthodox Jew a role model for future generations.
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

VIEWPOINTS

TEDDY WEINBERGER IS DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT FOR A CONSULTING COMPANY 
CALLED MEANINGFUL. HE MADE ALIYAH WITH 
HIS FAMILY IN 1997 FROM MIAMI, WHERE HE 
WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, SARAH JANE 
ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.

Israeli Guy “I get excited when kids 
that I have taught come back 

to say hello.”
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21st JEWISH BOOK FESTIVALJOIN THE 23RD ANNUAL

JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL’S

Literary Circle

JOIN BY  AUGUST 21
To join visit:

www.jewishsgpv.org
or call 626.445.0810

Come be a 
part of our 

community! 
For subscription or  
advertising info, call 

Mody at 949.734.5074 or 
visit jlifesgpv.com.

SGPV JEWISH LIFE 

RE-IMAGINE
YOUR WEALTH.

Your dreams matter.
We bring the experience, transparency, 
and insights you need to:

• Invest wisely
• Optimize your income
• Reduce taxes

At Klein Financial Advisors, we help you 
align time, money, and resources to live a 
great life—however you define it.

CALL US FOR A 
CONFIDENTIAL CONVERSATION

949.477.4990
www.KleinAdvisors.com

Lauren Klein, CFP®

Founder and President

NAPFA Registered Fiduciary

4299 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 100
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Arts programs persevered despite pandemic obstacles
BY LORI MCKENNA

THRIVING DESPITE 
THE SHUTDOWN

Shock. Disbelief. Anger. And, finally, sadness and a 
feeling of loss. 
    These are the range of emotions experienced 
by many people, to some degree or another, as it 
became clear the COVID-19 pandemic was going to 

last longer than a month or so. 
    Then came hope. 
    Now, after approximately 17 months of social distancing, 
mask wearing and not being able to gather in person, we 
are slowly coming back to life. The feeling of hopelessness is 
quickly being replaced by hope, joy and excitement. 
    Even with the recent surge, and an almost daily update to 
the current CDC and local public health guidance, our lives 
have slowly been able to return to “normal”, whatever that 
may be. Despite 15 long months of sequestration, we in the 
Jewish Federation’s Cultural Arts program managed to be 
quite productive, utilizing technology that none of us really 
knew existed before the start of the pandemic, finding ways 
to connect with each other and our community.  
    Before the shutdown, it would have been impossible to 

conceive that we could engage in our usual activities—con-
certs, plays, musicals and rehearsal space –without meeting 
in person. But we quickly learned how to connect virtually.  
    Two months into the shutdown, Cantor Judy Sofer posted 
her first concert, a Mother’s Day concert, via Zoom. Shortly 
thereafter, the JFed Players posted Looking Back, Moving For-
ward, a concert filled with songs from past shows as well as 
some from the musical originally scheduled to open in April 
2020, Stephen Sondheim’s A Little Night Music (which will 
finally be produced in Spring 2022). 
    Shir Delights X came next, in June of 2020; Kol HaEmek’s 
annual concert would not be stopped because of COVID. Kol 
HaEmek began rehearsing shortly after the state shutdown, 
ZOOM replacing in-person rehearsals. Not a perfect solution 
by any means, but we were still able to rehearse specific parts 
and, most importantly, were still able to connect. 
    Summer brought a tour de force, Andrew Lloyd Weber’s 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, a collabora-
tion between the United Synagogue Youth (USY) at Pasadena 
Jewish Temple and Center (PJTC) and the Jewish Federation’s 

Jewish Youth Orchestra playing for the Festival of Jewish Music, virtual concert, December 2020
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Cultural Arts Program. All during the summer, Cantor Sofer 
and Melissa Levy (PJTC) rehearsed virtually with over 40 partic-
ipants–actors, singers, dancers, and musicians–of all ages. 
    All cast members recorded their parts separately, alone 
in their homes with just a smartphone and a computer. The 
individual parts were woven together by the expert editing 
of Brian Gordon and tuned by Sofer. Interestingly, Gordon 
learned the editing technology necessary to put these pro-
ductions together, concerts, plays and musicals alike, after the 
pandemic began. Sofer did the same with her tuning program. 
Necessity is the mother of invention or, in this case, learning. 
“Joseph” made its online debut in January, and remains avail-
able for streaming on the Jewish Federation website, www.
jewishsgpv.org, as do our other virtual programs. 
    This past December, the Jewish Federation presented its 
Festival of Jewish Music, an annual celebration of Jewish 
music that featured Kol HaEmek, the Jewish Youth Orchestra 
and local cantors. The concert was virtual–some performances 
were live over Zoom, others recorded–but the end result was 

the same: Our celebration of Jewish music was undaunted by 
the pandemic and enjoyed by many.
    Since 2017, the JFed Players, in collaboration with the 
Pasadena Playhouse, had been performing staged readings 
to commemorate Yom HaShoah. In 2020, COVID made this 
impossible. In 2021, undeterred by the pandemic, the JFed 
Players, along with local cantors, presented “Remember Their 
Voices,” a series of monologues and songs echoing the voices 
of the souls lost during the Holocaust. 
    In May, Kol HaEmek’s annual concert, Shir Delights XI, 
debuted online. This concert was the culmination of a year of 
online rehearsals and individual recordings.
    As the pandemic dragged on, we continued to find ways 
to connect with one another and the community. The JFed 
Players produced, online, two separate episodes of “Pandemic 
Playhouse,” one in 2020 and one in June 2021, consisting of 
short plays–one of which, “The Job Interview,” was written by 
one of our own, John Carlton–and a monologue.  
    The JFed Players also presented a virtual production, the 
debut of a new musical, Studio System, written by another one 
of our own, Mary Gatter. Again, 14 actors participated in Zoom 
rehearsals and recorded themselves individually. Those record-
ings were sent to Sofer to be tuned, then to Brian Gordon to 
be edited into the final production. Under the guidance of 
Joanne Karr and Linda Jones, the JFed Players started a new 
program, “Participatory Play Readings,” yet another way for us 
to connect with the community. The monthly virtual meeting 
of anyone who would like to get together and read a play or 
script has been well attended and will continue even after we 
return to “normal.”
    During this time, Sofer also created and produced the “Jew-
ish Cooking Connection,” an online cooking show featuring 
cooks from across the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys, 
making family recipes and sharing the stories behind them, as 

Cast of Studio System, a musical by Mary Gatter. The musical debuted on YouTube in April, 2021

Zoom rehearsal for Studio System
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they are recorded in their own kitchens. The series is gearing 
up for its fifth installment.
    As proud as we are of all these accomplishments, we are 
very happy to announce that live, in-person, productions and 
rehearsals are scheduled to resume in the near future*. The 
JFed Players’ Fall play, the comedy Scapino!, opens on Oct. 2 
at Porticos Art Space in Pasadena. A rollicking and funny play 
inspired by Italian comedia del arte, it was a Broadway hit 
in the 1970s. Kol HaEmek resumes weekly rehearsals, with a 
break for High Holidays, on Aug. 18. 
    Thank you for all your support throughout this very unique 

time. We all look forward to seeing each other, and you, in 
the coming year. More information regarding all our pro-
gramming is available on the Jewish Federation website 
(www.jewishsgpv.org), on our specific webpages (JFed Play-
ers and Kol HaEmek) as well as on the Community Calendar.
    *COVID protocols are in place. Please note that, at this 
time, only those fully vaccinated can be cast in JFed Play[1]
ers’ plays or work backstage. The same applies for those who 
would like to sing in Kol HaEmek Community Chorale.

LORI MCKENNA IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE.

Andrew Lloyd Weber’s 
Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
virtual production, 
January, 2021

Kol HaEmek, Jewish Community Chorale, Festival of Jewish Music, virtual concert, December 2020
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AT T O R N E Y  L A U R E N C E  J .  B R O C K

A Divorce & Family Law 
Attorney You Can Trust

DIVORCE | CHILD CUSTODY | SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
DIVISION OF ASSETS | ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY

909-466-7661
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The Magic of Israel
BY CANTOR JUDY SOFER

JERUSALEM OF GOLD

Jerusalem of Gold. Once you visit, it is in your blood. Part 
of who I am and what drove me to become a cantor 
and someone who works exclusively in the Jewish com-
munity, is the fact that I lived in Israel for 11 years. 
    This came about while I was still in high school. 

My father, and grandfather, in particular, were Zionists, or 
so they thought.  At that time, being a Zionist meant that all 
Jews should live in Israel. So, they sent me to Israel during the 
summer of 1969 to be with Israeli students my same age and to 
experience Israeli life in an agricultural high school near Haifa, 
Kfar Galim.   
    And what experiences those were! Israel was a new country.  
Everyone was so friendly and wanted to get to know us Ameri-
can students. Every weekend we were invited home to another 
one of the Israelis’ houses for the weekend.  I was enchanted! 
    After those experiences, I wanted to go back to Israel for 
college, and possibly make Aliyah. My father balked.  He never 
really thought that would happen – that I would love Israel so 
much as to make Aliyah. Although attending four years of col-
lege in Israel was ruled out, my father did agree to allow me to 
participate in the Junior Year Abroad program which was part 
of the UC system. So, in 1974, my Junior year, I went to study in 
Israel. I arrived right after the Yom Kippur War. And yes, I stayed, 
making Aliyah in 1975, when I became an Israeli student with 

new immigrant status and a scholarship from the government. 
    During my first three years there, I lived in Jerusalem while 
finishing my degree in Music and Theater at Hebrew University. 
Since I didn’t have a car, buses or walking were my only modes 
of transportation. I became very familiar with all of the little 
paths and shortcuts that would pass between the houses and 
streets. Jerusalem was then, and still is, special. It is the belly 
button of the world – that’s where G-d cut the cord! And we 
felt, then and now, standing by HaKotel – the Western Wall – 
that every prayer pushed in between the stones will go straight 
up to heaven. 
    The air seems different, clean and fresh, almost sparkly, partly 
because Jerusalem sits 2,575 feet high. The houses and build-
ings are all built out of Jerusalem stone, a special limestone 
quarried there, and it shines like gold at the end of the day. 
That is where Jerusalem got its moniker, Jerusalem of Gold! 
    If you are wondering about the marvel that is Israel and how 
this country can get into your blood, join us on our next adven-
ture. We are planning to bring another group from the Jewish 
Federation in 2022, sometime in late May and early June. If you 
are interested, please contact me at jsofer@jewish sgpv.org.   

CANTOR JUDY SOFER IS THE JEWISH FEDERATION’S  
CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAM COORDINATOR AND IS  
A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE.

    I returned to the United States to live in 1985, but have returned to Israel many times since, at least once each year. Israel changes every time I come back. 
Higher buildings, more traffic, and all kinds of different people from all over the world. Many more languages abound and are written on the street signs 
depending on which town or village you are visiting. When I left Israel in 1985, the three languages you would find on signs were Hebrew, Arabic, and English. 
Now there are areas where the languages are also written in Russian, Aramaic, and even Circassian.
    Last year, because of Covid 19, I was not able to visit Israel. Luckily, I was able to go last month. It seems that all of Israel has made a concerted effort to 
upgrade everything during the pandemic! Jerusalem, as well as Tel Aviv, have always been a wonderful melding of old and new structures. The architecture 
reflects the rich history of the cities as well as the progressive nature of the country. 
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    Although the Israelis don’t talk about it much, there are many signs of the rocket attacks that happened in May. And they have stories to tell if you ask. So you 
will also find reconstruction of another kind, the rebuilding of homes that were hit by rockets.   
    In spite of the rockets, the Israelis go on, almost, but not completely oblivious to what just happened a few months ago. The cities are thriving, bubbling, 
restaurants filled to the brim every single evening. Unfortunately, as a result of COVID, some stores and restaurants closed, just like in the States. Now, you can 
even taste the relief from the paralysis of the pandemic in the air. 
    Israel is an incredibly exciting place to be.  There is the old: more antiquities than you can see in your lifetime. And there is the new. Not only are there beauti-
ful new buildings that have incredibly progressive architecture, but day to day inventions that we don’t even realize were invented in Israel – like the USB stick, 
or drip irrigation, or Waze - that make life easier.

    There are building cranes everywhere and buildings are being redone, taller 
and more modern, in every corner of Tel Aviv and other towns. New buildings 
and neighborhoods have sprouted up in the last two years. There is a new 
complex that includes museums, theaters, and the courthouse. And you can 
still see the older buildings in the background.

    The streets of Tel Aviv, and most towns, were originally built for one or 
two lanes without taking into consideration the need for parking since most 
people didn’t have cars at that time. If anyone did have a car, chances are it 
was small, even smaller than most cars we see in the States. But everyone 
managed. 
    It seems that during the pandemic when everyone was home because they 
couldn’t travel – Israelis love to travel abroad – they used their money to buy 
second cars. And bigger cars – I’ve never seen so many SUVs here before! Of 
course, as a result, the streets have become more and more clogged.  Just like 
Los Angeles! Currently, Israelis are working as fast as possible to create more 
transportation corridors, particularly in the very crowded urban areas.

0821_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   3 7/29/21   7:13 PM



16 AUGUST 2021 @JLIFE

FEATURESFEATURES

The Jewish History of Mah Jongg is Complicated
BY JESSICA TURNOFF FERRARI/ KVELLER

PLAY ON

In case a pandemic wasn’t quite enough, over the past 
year we watched the world erupt with desperate calls for 
social justice, and our society turned an eye toward the 
tensions of belonging. The Black Lives Matter protests 
over the summer of 2020 shed a bright light on racial 

inequality in the U.S. This examination of systemic racism 
occurred amidst wider turbulence that also saw a surge of 
anti-Asian and antisemitic hate crimes. As we reaffirm the 
diversity of what it means to be “American,” at the very least 
it’s nice to know we have grappled with many of these issues 
before. And it involves mah jongg. 
    I was surprised to learn that issues of cultural identity and 
belonging have anything to do with mah jongg, but Universi-
ty of Oregon history professor Annelise Heinz makes a 
compelling case for this in her new book, Mahjong: A 
Chinese Game and the Making of Modern American Culture. 
In case you thought mah jongg was just a fun game with 
pretty tiles (plus a side of snacks, of course), Heinz deftly 
chronicles how mah jongg has ushered groups of “others” 
into a greater sense of belonging here in the U.S.—specifical-
ly, Jews and Asian Americans. She also details the many ways 
that mah jongg has impacted our society and, conversely, 
how American culture changed mah jongg. 

    The book takes us on a fascinating ride through the 1920s 
and 1930s, when mah jongg first arrived on American shores 
from China, accompanied by equal parts reverence and 
racism. When hundreds of Jewish women gathered in 1937 
to standardize – and Americanize – the game they called 
mah jongg (with an additional g), they created a consumer 
base that would last for generations. Mah jongg in America 
created economic and cultural change, and for many Jewish 
women, it served as a symbol of both cultural identity and 
assimilation. 
    If there were ever a time to explore how this pleasantly 
tactile, social game has impacted issues of race, gender, iden-
tity and belonging, that time is now. As an avid mah jongg 
player myself, I was excited to have the opportunity to talk 
with Heinz and ask her some questions about her book and 
the game. 
    This interview has been lightly edited for length and 
clarity. 
    What is your personal history with mah jongg? How did   What is your personal history with mah jongg? How did 
you first start playing, and how did this book come to be?you first start playing, and how did this book come to be? 
    I lived in Southwestern China for a year (2007-2008), 
teaching English at Yunnan University. Mah jongg is every-
where in contemporary Chinese life. Restaurant wait staff 
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would play in alleys during their breaks; retirees would play in 
the park at all hours; families played together, especially 
during Chinese New Year. I learned to play the basic Chinese 
game from a friend whose grandfather had taught her. 
    My aunt visited when we were in China. She grew up in a 
strongly Jewish neighborhood of Denver in the 1950s and 
’60s, so she was aware of the game and knew it as something 
her friends’ mothers played. She had lots of middle-aged 
Jewish friends, and she asked the question: Why do my Jewish 
friends play this Chinese game? I thought we could just find 
out on Google, but I quickly discovered that no one had done 
the research. What I discovered from scratching the surface of 
the historical record was this incredible 1920s fad with 
hundreds of newspaper articles (curated and circulated by the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage-A Living Memorial to the Holo-
caust, New York). This was before the Project Mah Jongg exhib-
it, and it was clear that the game had a rich and complicated 
history in the U.S. 
    Why do you think mah jongg has withstood the test of time? Why do you think mah jongg has withstood the test of time? 
What is it about the game that has made it survive and thrive What is it about the game that has made it survive and thrive 
for so long?  for so long?  
    It’s a great game—the joys and pleasures of the game; the 
satisfying sensory aspects that bring people together; the way 
the tiles look, sound, and feel; and, also, increasingly genera-
tional identity. People pass mah jongg sets down from one 
generation to another. On top of the elements of the game 
that keep it alive, there are all these other things that create 
their own momentum. Once it becomes a part of family 
rhythms—as it has for many Asians, Asian Americans, and 
Jewish Americans—there’s a sense of connection, pattern, and 
ritual. Cultural rituals keep things alive. 
    Mah jongg has a built-in kind of flexibility—it’s unusual to 

have a game that can be played competitively and intensely, 
or it can be played in a more relaxed way. Mah jongg is 
genuinely intellectually stimulating but at the same time 
there’s a lot of luck—the combination of strategy and luck 
keeps it really lively. There are also rhythms between rounds, 
there is just enough time to shuffle and chat. It’s the perfect 
amount of time to connect with new friends or with a grand-
parent who might not speak the same language, or to catch 
up with old friends. 
    What was it about mah jongg that you think has such a    What was it about mah jongg that you think has such a 
powerful draw for Jewish women in the 20th century, in powerful draw for Jewish women in the 20th century, in 
particular?  particular?   
    In the early 20th century, Jewish women and men partici-
pated in the mah jongg fad alongside mainstream American 
engagement with the game. After the National Mah Jongg 
League (NMJL) formed in 1937, seeds were planted for 
American mah jongg—or, as I call it “national mah jongg,” 
since that’s what the league called their game. 
    The Jewish connection has its historical roots in the shared 
1920s fad, but takes unique form from the combination of 
ethnicity (in a time of newfound, mass upward mobility for 
many children of Eastern European immigrants), and the 
possibilities and constraints women are experiencing from the 
increasingly domestic culture. 
    The NMJL was founded by Jewish women, so the game 
spread through their networks, even though they wanted this 
to be a national phenomenon. Jewish Americans were at the 
forefront of creating these leisure patterns, such as family 
resorts in the Catskills and other vacation communities. Jewish 
women were experiencing a widely shared, gendered experi-
ence, in part because of a notable generational shift. There 
was greater acceptance of white ethnics after World War II—

Photo Courtesy of Annelise Heinz

0821_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   5 7/29/21   7:13 PM



18 AUGUST 2021 @JLIFE

FEATURESFEATURES

Jewish women were upwardly mobile, relocated to the 
suburbs, disproportionately highly educated, and many had 
worked outside the home before having children. Mah jongg 
is a game of intelligence and strategy and provides an 
opportunity to connect with others who are also having this 
new American experience. 
    Part of what happens is that mah jongg becomes one of 
multiple ways to hold onto and demarcate the Jewish 
American experience in the context of upwardly mobile, 
suburban, middle class assimilation. Although that enfolding 
into whiteness offers a lot of possibilities and promises, it also 
poses risks of cultural loss. Mah jongg becomes a powerful 
marker—some Jewish women called it “our game,” though it 
was drawing from a shared American past and it was a 
Chinese game, that was (like Jews) different, other, not Protes-
tant. Those things are subtle and subliminal but as it spreads 
along Jewish women’s networks, mah jongg becomes a 
powerful and important community marker. 
    Recently there has been some critique about the game Recently there has been some critique about the game 
being appropriated from Chinese culture by white women.being appropriated from Chinese culture by white women. 
What do you think about that? What do you think about that?  
    The way we talk about appropriation in the media and 
social media is often flattened and binary. It’s not so black 
and white. In the book, I use the word “racist” and I use the 
word “Orientalism”  because that’s what was happening in the 
game’s history in the 1920s. Mah jongg is a story of cultural 
exchange and evolution, so we have to look at the whole 
picture. There are ways this is analogous to something like 
rock and roll, [which is] steeped in direct cultural and eco-
nomic theft and racism, and also giving form to beautiful 
works of art and creating new kinds of cultural life. All of that 

is true for mah jongg as well. 
    I would also urge contemporary American mah jongg 
players not to try to exempt themselves from the history of 
mah jongg that is tied up with racism. There are ways that 
people still evoke those stereotypes—for example, when 
people use a mishmash of Chinese and Japanese cultural 
references, certain stereotypical fonts meant to convey 
“Chinese,” or embrace some of the parts of the 1920s mah 
jongg culture like the song, “Since Ma Is Playing Mah Jongg” 
we are keeping racism and Orientalism alive. This isn’t about 
throwing the baby out with the bathwater, but it is about 
reckoning with the history that continues to be intertwined 
with ongoing stereotypes, commercialization and commodifi-
cation of Asian Americans. We really need to listen to people’s 
experiences and reckon with the pain that has been caused. 
    What are some particular ways that mah jongg has become What are some particular ways that mah jongg has become 
“Americanized? “Americanized?  
    In an increasingly diversifying society, the game itself 
diversified. One of the obvious ways the game becomes 
Americanized is that the variants become systematized, as it 
did with the NMJL and the Wright-Patterson game (the game 
played by Air Force officers’ wives). That changed the game in 
fundamental ways, including requiring different tiles. 
    Throughout the rest of the world there are variants of the 
game, and they evolve organically over time. There’s no other 
organization that’s running the show (as the NMJL does in the 
USA). In the early 1960s, the NMJL solidified the layout of tiles 
and now it’s just the card that changes every year. That is 
distinctly American.” 

JESSICA TURNOFF FERRARI IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER  
TO JLIFE MAGAZINE.

Stella Prebler, Pearl Abrams, Pearl Feinstein (standing), Shirley Friedman, Ruth Feinberg and Dottie Cowen (L-R) gathered for mah jongg at Gold-Dan’s Lake 
House and Cottages in the Catskills, NY in the mid-1950s. Courtesy of Harvey Abrams.
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Reflections on Findings of Pew Research Center’s Study 
on Jewish Americans in 2020
BY RABBI DANIEL LEVINE

TRENDS IN U.S. JEWISHNESS 

The Jewish community-focused Pew Research 
Center study, Jewish Americans in 2020, 
published in May and the first since 2013, 
elucidated major trends in terms of religion, 
politics and Israel. The following is an edited 

conversation between Jason Moss, Executive Director of 
the Jewish Federation of the Greater San Gabriel and 
Pomona Valleys, and Rabbi Daniel Levine, Senior Jewish 
Educator of Orange County Hillel, as they reflect on this 
study. A link to the Pew report appears at the end of this 
piece. 
Daniel: Daniel: The latest Pew survey was published during the The latest Pew survey was published during the 
recent flare up with Gaza, so much of the Jewish world’s recent flare up with Gaza, so much of the Jewish world’s 
attention was focused elsewhere. Now that things have attention was focused elsewhere. Now that things have 
calmed down, it has started receiving the attention it calmed down, it has started receiving the attention it 
deserves. What was your initial reaction when you saw deserves. What was your initial reaction when you saw 
the data? the data? 
Jason: Jason: My first reaction was simply a resounding “Yes!” 
This is the trend I’ve been seeing in the Jewish communi-
ty and the data matched up with my understanding of 
the contemporary Jewish community. Aside from the 
increase in the Orthodox community, the wider Jewish 
community is evolving in a way we haven’t seen in a long 
time and now we have the data that illustrates it. 

    People are engaging Jewishly however they want to 
and it is crucial for Jewish organizations to provide that 
we provide multiple entry points into the Jewish commu-
nity. The goal should be to get people involved in Jewish 
life, in whatever ways they wish to engage. 
Daniel:Daniel: I think it’s interesting and worthwhile to focus on  I think it’s interesting and worthwhile to focus on 
the increase in Orthodoxy (17% of American Jews ages the increase in Orthodoxy (17% of American Jews ages 
18-29 identify as Orthodox, compared to only 3% of 18-29 identify as Orthodox, compared to only 3% of 
American Jews 65 and older) and what the wider liberal American Jews 65 and older) and what the wider liberal 
Jewish community can learn. Jewish community can learn.  
        There is obviously an array of factors including high 
birthrates, low assimilation rates, and financial invest-
ment in Orthodox outreach programs, but there is also a 
deep-rooted sentiment that Orthodoxy brings an authen-
ticity that is often lacking from the wider liberal Jewish 
world. I think it’s an interesting challenge to liberal 
Jewish institutions in terms of how they might respond 
to this sentiment. 
Jason: Jason: There is certainly a strong underpinning for 
traditional observance as it’s the bedrock of any religion. 
When people live Jewishly many may feel the need to do 
it in the most traditional way. This fact doesn’t make it 
right or wrong—it just is. I totally agree that we need to 
understand why some of these programs are so success-
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ful, and that’s where the learning opportunity comes in.  
Daniel: Daniel: I think a key takeaway is the passion and commit-I think a key takeaway is the passion and commit-
ment that is seen from much of the Orthodox leadership ment that is seen from much of the Orthodox leadership 
and a need for liberal Jewish community leaders to show and a need for liberal Jewish community leaders to show 
the same level of dedication. When it comes to, say, a the same level of dedication. When it comes to, say, a 
Chabad Rabbi, everyone knows that they are fully Chabad Rabbi, everyone knows that they are fully 
committed to the mission and that their work isn’t simply committed to the mission and that their work isn’t simply 
a job where they “take off their hat” when they’re done a job where they “take off their hat” when they’re done 
for the day. That level of passion is contagious and for the day. That level of passion is contagious and 
attractive. In my personal work as a liberal Rabbi, I attractive. In my personal work as a liberal Rabbi, I 
certainly try to work with the same wholeheartedness certainly try to work with the same wholeheartedness 
and dedication to the Jewish community. and dedication to the Jewish community. 
Jason: Jason: I also find the “others” to be a fascinating category 
(32% of American Jews said they did not identify with a 
specific Jewish denomination and 27% identify as “Jews 
of no religion,” with higher numbers for younger catego-
ries). There is certainly more of a balancing act necessary 
when it comes to attracting them to the Jewish commu-
nity.  
    Initiatives like Birthright Israel and PJ Library—pro-
grams that quite literally deliver Judaism to the people—
are crucial moving forward. We can’t be passive. The Pew 
study is begging the question as to how the Jewish 
community stays relevant in the life of Jews, and unless 
we get a handle on what this means for individuals, we 
will have a serious problem. 
Daniel: Daniel: We need a way to instill a sense of Jewish respon-We need a way to instill a sense of Jewish respon-
sibility for a new generation that might not have the sibility for a new generation that might not have the 
same deep-rooted attachment or nostalgia for Jewish same deep-rooted attachment or nostalgia for Jewish 
practice. This is certainly the work that I’m engaged in practice. This is certainly the work that I’m engaged in 

with Hillel. with Hillel.  
    We need to help young Jews understand the value of 
both the Jewish community and tradition in a quickly 
changing and evolving world. I also wanted to bring up 
that 75% of Jews think that antisemitism in America is 
more of a problem today than five years ago. How do you 
think this is playing out in the wider community? 
Jason:Jason: I’ve certainly heard people questioning whether 
they should start hiding their Jewishness, or that they 
already have. But online platforms aside, we haven’t been 
outside for over a year and it will be interesting to see 
what happens when we return and re-gather in person. It 
is important to also keep in mind that in America there is 
also just more hatred in general towards many minority 
groups—the “other,” the proliferation of anti-Asian hate 
being just one example.  
Daniel: Daniel: The ubiquity of online antisemitism, often in the The ubiquity of online antisemitism, often in the 
form of anti-Zionism, is troubling, especially for younger form of anti-Zionism, is troubling, especially for younger 
people as social media continues to be a large part of people as social media continues to be a large part of 
their day-to-day lives. We need Jewish professionals and their day-to-day lives. We need Jewish professionals and 
leadership that can speak to these challenges and discuss leadership that can speak to these challenges and discuss 
Israel in an informed and nuanced way. I fear that many Israel in an informed and nuanced way. I fear that many 
individuals in Jewish leadership don’t have a full grasp on individuals in Jewish leadership don’t have a full grasp on 
the issue, and this will only become more important as the issue, and this will only become more important as 
time goes on. time goes on. 
Jason:Jason: Israel education definitely needs more effort. We 
need to teach the history while being open and honest 
about the complexity of the issue and multiplicity of 
narratives. I’m reminded of the scene in “Fiddler on the 
Roof ” when Tevye tells two different people, arguing 
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opposite things, that they are both right. A third person 
turns and says, “They can’t both be right,” and Tevye simply 
replies, “You’re right too!”  
    It also can be difficult for American Jews and society at 
large to understand Israel. Much of the internal nuance is 
certainly lost on communities and the public sphere in 
America. 
Daniel: Daniel: It’s certainly problematic for a variety of reasons It’s certainly problematic for a variety of reasons 
when Americans try to project our political environment when Americans try to project our political environment 
and debates on Israel. It’s an over simplistic and lazy way and debates on Israel. It’s an over simplistic and lazy way 
of thinking about the issue. I also find it interesting how of thinking about the issue. I also find it interesting how 
the opposite is true as well. Israelis often have a tough the opposite is true as well. Israelis often have a tough 
time understanding and sympathizing with the American time understanding and sympathizing with the American 
Jewish community. Jewish community.  
    First off, many Israelis simply see diasporic Jewish     First off, many Israelis simply see diasporic Jewish 
communities as being in a waiting room until they move communities as being in a waiting room until they move 
to Israel, whereas the majority of American Jews feel at to Israel, whereas the majority of American Jews feel at 
home in America. Furthermore, Israelis have a tough time home in America. Furthermore, Israelis have a tough time 
understanding why diasporic Jews find populist/national-understanding why diasporic Jews find populist/national-
ist figures like Trump or Viktor Orban so troubling despite ist figures like Trump or Viktor Orban so troubling despite 
the fact that they are “pro-Israel.” The different sets of the fact that they are “pro-Israel.” The different sets of 
assumptions that the average American Jew and the assumptions that the average American Jew and the 
average Israeli makes about international politics will only average Israeli makes about international politics will only 
serve to drive a bigger wedge between the two communi-serve to drive a bigger wedge between the two communi-
ties, highlighting the need for more engagement and ties, highlighting the need for more engagement and 
conversations with our Jewish brothers in Israel. conversations with our Jewish brothers in Israel.  
Jason:Jason: Bringing us back, the other significant take away for 
me from the Pew study is that we need our Jewish institu-
tions to continue to embrace change. Just as in the last 
generation, when data of higher intermarriage rates 
shaped the next chapter of Jewish life, we need to be 

proactive and utilize the data to respond to newer trends. 
This has nothing to do with agreeing or disagreeing with 
any specific change, but how we respond as a community.  
    The question then becomes: How do we stay true to the 
mission while bending in a way that allows us to try and 
better address the wants and needs of those that aren’t 
currently being served by the traditional organized Jewish 
community? 
Daniel: Daniel: It certainly makes me feel better to know that we It certainly makes me feel better to know that we 
have a long history of Jewish tradition and discussion have a long history of Jewish tradition and discussion 
centered around that exact question! centered around that exact question! 
Jason:Jason: Exactly! And, coming off of COVID, we saw a higher 
participation in virtual programming than before and we 
have truly learned how to innovate and bring Judaism to 
people in a way that’s meaningful and relevant to them. 
We have also learned a lot more about the experiences 
ethnically diverse Jews, and for that matter LGBTQ+  Jews, 
have had and the need to be more inclusive so that all 
Jews can feel at home.  
    At the end of the day when talking about the overall 
report, data is neutral—it’s what we do with data that’s 
important. If we decide to learn from it and take hold of 
the challenges, we will continue to evolve and meet the 
needs of the community in a way that is authentic and 
meaningful. 
    To read the Pew Research Center study visit https://
www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-ameri-
cans-in-2020/. 
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RABBI DANIEL LEVINE IS THE SENIOR JEWISH EDUCATOR AT OC HILLEL, 
THE RABBINIC FELLOW AT TEMPLE BETH TIKVAH AND IS A  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. HE CAN BE REACHED  
AT DLEVINE21@GMAIL.COM
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Social Influences

T
hese days our children are continually exposed 

to the positive and negative influences of a 

society guided by social media. They see directed 

advertisements on TV and websites; they follow 

influencers on Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, and 

Twitter; they mimic the behavior of classmates who seem 

to be liked by everyone; and the family’s capacity to 

influence our young one’s is tempered by this. 

    Not everything the younger generation is exposed 

to can be considered harmful or bad. Some of these 

influencers are encouraging their followers to engage in 

acts of Tikkun Olam, to be kind, to give Tzedakah, and 

to look for the positive. Facebook often shows short, 

meaningful videos or links to fundraising campaigns for 

relevant causes. Many tweets represent a call to action or 

encourage social justice. 

    The Torah has always been the greatest influencer of 

the Jewish people. In fact, the Embassy of Israel in the 

Netherlands states on it’s website,”sacred texts carry a 

variety of meanings—from a spiritual, moral and practical 

guide to everyday life, to a historical and cultural wealth 

which is critically examined and studied.” 

    As Jewish people, different generations have continually 

been exposed to a variety of cultural, moral, and ethical 

influences. We need to exist harmoniously within 

whatever society we find ourselves, in order to thrive. 

With that in mind, let’s not only focus on the negative 

influences that come our way from a societal perspective, 

but acknowledge the positive and know that in the end 

the wisdom of the Torah has sustained our people and will 

continue to do so well into the future. 

How to filter the “noise” of social media.
BY SUE PENN, M.ED

SUE PENN IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KIDDISH MAGAZINE.
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A
MSTERDAM (JTA) — A disoriented teenage girl 

lies on Anne Frank’s bed as people swarm the 

family house. But these people are not Nazis; 

they’re modern-day tourists. And the girl on the 

bed isn’t Anne, but Kitty—the imaginary friend to whom she 

addressed her now world-famous diary. 

    Magically resurrected from the page and transported into 

modern-day Europe, Kitty is appalled by how society has 

fetishized her best friend Anne, hawking cheap merchandise 

and endless inaccurate reinterpretations of her words. 

Eventually she takes it upon herself to reclaim Anne’s legacy, 

by any means necessary. 

    This is the bold reimagining of Anne Frank’s story found 

in the new animated film “Where is Anne Frank,” which 

premiered last week at the Cannes Film Festival. The 

film was made by acclaimed Israeli director Ari Folman, 

best known for his 2008 Oscar-nominated animated 

documentary hybrid “Waltz With Bashir,” about the lasting 

memories of Israel’s first Lebanon War. Now Folman 

has tackled what many consider the sacred text of the 

Holocaust—rewriting Anne Frank in order to interpret her 

true lasting legacy. 

    Made in partnership with the Anne Frank Fonds, the 

Swiss nonprofit founded by Anne’s father, Otto, that holds 

the copyright to her diary, the film is aimed at younger 

audiences. But it also enters surprising political territory, 

as Kitty comes to understand Europe’s modern-day 

immigration crisis and begins to consciously relate the 

continent’s millions of asylum seekers to Anne’s story. 

    “The main goal of the film is to help young audiences 

today connect with Anne Frank’s story the way that previous 

generations connected with the diary,” Yves Kugelmann, a 

member of the Fonds board and a key producer of the film, 

told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “Frankly, that’s mostly 

how I look at the film. If this objective is achieved, then it’s a 

success.” 

    A fiery redhead with rosy cheekbones, Kitty is not just 

a silent observer—she speaks her mind, loudly, about the 

creeping commercialization of her best friend as a brand. 

    “Anne did not write this diary so that you can worship 

her,” she tells Dutch police in a climactic scene, following 

an incident in which she heckles a stage production of the 

diary. “Or name bridges and schools and theatres and train 

stations after her.” 

“Where is Anne Frank” 
 A new animated Anne Frank movie brings  
her diary to life in modern-day Amsterdam

“Where Is Anne Frank” reimagines the famous diarist’s life in animated form, with Israeli director Ari Folman partnering with the foundation that holds the 
copyright to her diary. (Courtesy of Purple Whale Films)

BY CNAAN LIPHSHIZ 
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    Kitty also begins dating a boy who pickpockets tourists at 

the Anne Frank House and later becomes a pro-immigration 

activist. 

    As he did with “Bashir,” Folman blends spectacular 

fantasy sequences with a factually grounded narrative. 

Kitty’s journey through 2021 Amsterdam and a meticulously 

detailed Anne Frank House is paired with allusions to Greek 

mythology and the Roman Empire, both of which fascinated 

Anne. In flashbacks, the Nazis are portrayed as robot-

like ghouls wearing death masks, patrolling the streets of 

Amsterdam with neither hate nor pity for the people they 

hunt and victimize — a reference to how Anne herself never 

met a Nazi prior to her capture and wrote about how she 

had trouble visualizing them. 

    Folman, who declined a pre-arranged interview with 

JTA, told the Hollywood Reporter that his own mother, a 

Holocaust survivor from Lodz, Poland, was eager for him to 

take the project. 

    “I actually didn’t want to do it at all,” Folman said. “I 

thought there were too many adaptations and she was too 

iconic. But I read the diary again, the first time since I was 

a teenager, and I also went to visit my mother — both my 

parents were Holocaust survivors. She said, ‘Look, we never 

interfered in your choices, but if you don’t take this project, 

I will die over the weekend, you can come and collect my 

body on Sunday. But if you do it, I will stay around until the 

premiere.’” 

    Another twist Folman learned while doing research for the 

project: His parents arrived in Auschwitz the same week as 

Anne’s parents, Otto and Edith. 

    Though Kitty continually decries the endless modern-day 

reinterpretations of Anne’s story that exist to burnish her 

status as a symbol rather than a person, it could be argued 

that the film in which she appears is another such effort, 

keen on drawing simplistic parallels between the Holocaust 

and the modern refugee crisis. 

    The film differs from the text in other ways, too: Although 

Anne’s diary contains a good deal of humor, the film has 

at least one character in distress in every scene, be it in 

modern-day Amsterdam or during the Holocaust. “Where 

Is Anne Frank” also alleges, without proof, that Auguste van 

Pels, who also hid with the Franks, concealed an expensive 

vase in the house, conceivably to avoid having to sell it for 

food.  

    But then Folman’s vision for the film was never about 

merely relaying the facts of the story. 

    “I was looking for a new dimension, a new way to tell the 

story,” he told the Hollywood Reporter. “And I tried to figure 

out how to bring it to the youngest audience I could. And 

when you start a movie with a miracle, like with this creation 

of Kitty, you build the fairy tale.” 

    In addition to the film, Folman also collaborated with the 

Anne Frank Fonds on a graphic novel adaptation of Anne’s 

diary, illustrated by David Polonsky and published in 2017. 

The film and the book will be part of a new educational 

package that the Fonds will share with hundreds of schools 

worldwide to which it provides Holocaust-education 

programs and materials.   

    In keeping with the charter of the nonprofit and 

Otto Frank’s wishes that none of the Fonds projects be 

commercial, any proceeds from the film will go to supporting 

the Fonds’ work, which includes many educational programs 

and projects with UNICEF, the United Nations agency for 

children’s welfare, Kugelmann said.  

    In Kitty, the project hopes it has found its newest 

ambassador to a younger generation—straight from the 

80-year-old pages of Anne’s diary.  

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KIDDISH MAGAZINE.

In the new animated film “Where Is Anne Frank,” which premiered at the 2021 Cannes Film Festival, Anne’s imaginary friend Kitty comes to life and has a 
chilling adventure in modern-day Amsterdam. (Courtesy of Purple Whale Films)
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 COOKING
JEWISH Lifestyle

Berry BruléeBerry Brulée

Delicious dishes 
made in a jiff.

BY JUDY BART KANCIGOR

QUICK & 
KOSHER
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Free at last! While the pan-
demic is not yet a distant 
memory, many of us have 
emerged from isolation 
ready to resume life as we 

knew it BP (before pandemic). And 
that means getting together with 
family and friends. It’s summertime, 
and the living is easy, “easy” being 
the operative word. While we all love 
watching Martha Stewart create puff 
pastry from scratch for her artful hors 
d’ouevres, when it comes to throwing 
one’s own party, easy does it.   
    Some of us are back in the office 
suffering the long commute as if 
nothing has happened, our children 
are once again over-scheduled, our 
lives are hectic again, and especially 
after a year of anxiety, less is certainly 
more. Looking for some easy recipes, 
I consulted some old favorites that 
encourage us to supplement our 
menus with prepared foods and feel 
good about it, most notably Sandra 
Lee’s “Semi-Homemade Cooking” 
(Miramax Books). Even the cover 
tells us: “Quick Marvelous Meals and 
Nothing is Made from Scratch” and 
boasts an introduction by Wolfgang 
Puck, no less. Lee, whose “Cooking 
with Sandra Lee” show ran for 15 
seasons on the Food Network, turned 
convenience food shopping, rather 
than searing and sautéing, into an 
art form. Her concept of using 70 
percent pre-packaged products and 
30 percent fresh items must have 
resounded with viewers, because she 
went on to write 26 more books and 
even won a Daytime Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Lifestyle/Culinary Host 
for Semi-Homemade Cooking. While 
she took a lot of criticism, notable 
from Anthony Bourdain and Amanda 
Hesser of the New York Times, she, as 
the saying goes, cried all the way to 
the bank. Redemption came at the be-
ginning of the pandemic when both 
Jessica Bennett in the New York Times 
and Jaya Saxena in Eater reported that 
food scarcity brought new relevance 
to her “semi-homemade” concept. 
“Her show, Semi-Homemade Cook-
ing,” might be the perfect way to cook 
through quarantine,” wrote Saxena.  
     Here’s an appetizer idea the next 
time you have friends in, Lee’s Goat 
Cheese Pizza. Place a fully baked thin 

store-bought pizza crust on a cookie 
sheet. Spread with marinara sauce. 
Sprinkle with mozzarella cheese (of 
course you buy the shredded variety), 
then with crumbled goat cheese, and 
bake in a preheated 425°F oven until 
bubbly, 12 minutes. (Okay, she does 
have you chop two tablespoons of 
fresh basil to sprinkle on top. Whew! 
A woman’s work is never done!) 
   Then there’s the phenomenon 
known as Rachael Ray, with her 
immensely popular shows on the 
Food Network and talk show on 
CBS. Her cookbooks routinely head 
the best-sellers list, and what is she 
doing? Teaching you how to throw 
together dinner in 30 minutes or less. 
She is as unMartha as she can be. 
Everything she does is a no-brainer, 
and America is eating her up. She 
fixes dinner in real time. No pre-cut 
veggies or pre-sliced anything. We 
even see her walk over to the refrig-
erator to get out the ingredients, and 
at the end of the show, poof, there’s 
dinner.  
   If ever there was a Jewish Rachael 
Ray, it’s got to be Jamie Geller, who 
calls herself “The Bride who Knew 
Nothing” and whose cookbook “Quick 
and Kosher” (Feldheim) is the busy 
kosher cook’s answer to a prayer. 
     Although Geller’s grandparents 
were gourmet chef/owners of a 
restaurant in the Philadelphia sub-
urbs, her mother worked and rarely 
stepped into the kitchen. Geller, 
a former high-powered producer 
at a major cable network, married 
“without knowing a spatula from a 
saucepan,” she says. “To say I had a lot 
to learn is the understatement of the 
century.”  
   With a little help from her moth-
er-in-law, Geller learned to cook, 
sticking to her mantra of a 15-minute 
time limit on preparation for any 
dish. In the chapter entitled “Secrets 
of the 15-Minute Chef” Geller reveals 
her timesaving strategies for serving 
beautifully presented dishes without 
breaking a sweat. “Be a cubist,” she 
instructs, for example. Buy pre-cubed 
meat and pre-skinned and cubed 
butternut squash and save time.    
   Like Rachael Ray, Geller’s style is 
homey and conversational. The book 
contains enough interesting ideas for 

the experienced homemaker who is 
just looking for some shortcuts with-
out intimidating the novice cook and 
with dozens of luscious photographs 
to whet any palate. Geller, author of 
seven cookbooks and founder and 
CEO of Kosher Network International, 
offers 30-minute dinner ideas on her 
website, jamiegeller.com, including 
beef and green bean stir-fry, chicken 
shawarma, pesto chicken, Thai beef 
salad, quick one-pan paella pasta, 
and stir-fried peanut butter chicken.  
   Lesser known, but no less snappy is 
the Rush Hour Cook series (Champion 
Press) by Brook Noel. The book called 
“Weekly Wonders” even notes on the 
cover: “She’s everything that Martha 
isn’t!” The idea was born over Noel’s 
need to “find some sanity in my crazy 
life” and create a strategy for the 
family to get together at mealtimes 
with “a simple and sane dinner hour 
during which we can connect and 
enjoy one another.”     
   Never know what to make for 
dinner? The weekly meal plans and 
shopping lists will remove the guess-
work and, more importantly, save you 
time. Noel, whom a friend once called 
the “Absolute Queen of Incapable 
Cooking,” bursts with an “if I can do it, 
you can do it” attitude and flair. If she 
can make tasty, wholesome meals 
with her 12- to 14-hour work sched-
ule, then we can too.  
   All the recipes in the book have to 
meet the following criteria: The in-
gredients have to be pronounceable 
and easy to find “without engaging 
in a full-scale scavenger hunt.” The 
ingredient list can’t be longer than 
the instructions, and each recipe has 
to elicit a compliment and be edible, 
at least in part, to the finicky child. 
Other books in the series – “Presto 
Pasta,” ”One-Pot Wonders,” “Effortless 
Entertaining” and ”Family Favorites” 
– all sport the tag line: “Conquer 
kitchen chaos and create a sane and 
simple dinner hour with the help of 
The Rush Hour Cook.”  

JLIFE FOOD EDITOR JUDY BART KANCIGOR IS 
THE AUTHOR OF “COOKING JEWISH” (WORKMAN) 
AND “THE PERFECT PASSOVER COOKBOOK” (AN 
E-BOOK SHORT FROM WORKMAN), A COLUMNIST 
AND FEATURE WRITER FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS AND CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE WEB AT  
WWW.COOKINGJEWISH.COM.
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Berry Brulée
Yield: 4 servingsYield: 4 servings

2 cups assorted frozen berries such as strawberries, 2 cups assorted frozen berries such as strawberries, 
raspberries and blueberriesraspberries and blueberries
4 teaspoons fruit liqueur4 teaspoons fruit liqueur
½ cup heavy creamcup heavy cream
1 cup prepared vanilla custard or pudding1 cup prepared vanilla custard or pudding
½ cup turbinado sugar (Sugar in the Raw)cup turbinado sugar (Sugar in the Raw)

 1.  Preheat broiler.
 2.  Divide berries evenly among four 7-ounce ramekins. 
 3.  In a small bowl mix together liqueur, heavy cream and 
custard, and spoon over berries. Sprinkle 2 tablespoons sugar 
over each serving. Broil 2 to 4 minutes until sugar melts and 
caramelizes, turning brown and bubbly. Serve while still hot 
Source: “Quick and Kosher” by Jamie Geller

Sesame Crusted  
Yellow Fin Tuna  
with Wasabi Sauce

Yield: 6 servingsYield: 6 servings

6 yellow fin tuna steaks, 2 inches thick, about 3 pounds6 yellow fin tuna steaks, 2 inches thick, about 3 pounds
½ cup low-sodium soy saucecup low-sodium soy sauce
4 tablespoons sesame oil4 tablespoons sesame oil
¼ cup sesame seeds¼ cup sesame seeds

For sauce:For sauce:
1 cup wasabi sauce1 cup wasabi sauce
1 cup mayonnaise1 cup mayonnaise
½ cup Dijon-style mustardcup Dijon-style mustard

 1.  Preheat oven to 400˚F. Lightly grease 9 x 13-inch pan with 
non-stick cooking spray.
 2.  Place soy sauce in deep bowl.
 3.  Rinse tuna and pat dry. Dip in soy sauce. Remove tuna 
and place in prepared pan. Brush or drizzle with sesame oil 
and sprinkle with sesame seeds. 
 4.  . Bake, uncovered, for 8 to 10 minutes for medium, or until 
desired doneness. 
 5.  Meanwhile, mix sauce ingredients in small bowl. Arrange 
tuna on individual plates and drizzle with about half the 
sauce. Serve remaining sauce on the side for dipping. Garnish 
with pickled ginger, if desired.
Source: “Quick and Kosher” by Jamie Geller 

Sesame Crusted Yellow Fin Tuna with Wasabi SauceSesame Crusted Yellow Fin Tuna with Wasabi Sauce

 COOKING JEWISH

26 AUGUST 2021 @JLIFE

MAKE
ME!

EASY TO FOLLOW
RECIPE

Grilled Honey Chicken
Yield: 4 servingsYield: 4 servings

1 tablespoon orange juice1 tablespoon orange juice
2 teaspoons lemon juice2 teaspoons lemon juice
2 teaspoons honey2 teaspoons honey
2 teaspoons reduced-sodium soy sauce2 teaspoons reduced-sodium soy sauce
2 garlic cloves, minced2 garlic cloves, minced
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts

 1.  Combine all ingredients except chicken and whisk until well 
blended. Add chicken breasts to mixture, turning several times to 
coat. Cover dish with plastic wrap and marinate 15 to 60 minutes 
in refrigerator.
 2.  Meanwhile, prepare grill. Grill 4 to 5 minutes per side or until 
chicken is no longer pink. Alternatively, bake in preheated 350°F 
oven for 30 to 40 minutes or until chicken is no longer pink. 
Source: “Weekly Wonders” by Brook Noel
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 OUR COMMUNITY

EXPANDING OUR REACH 

Misfortune may have fully emptied our 
sanctuaries, but the pandemic was merely 
an acceleration of a trend. The 2021 Pew 
Study of American Jews demonstrated 
that even before the pandemic, 52% of 

American Jews reported attending synagogue “seldom 
or never.” Without a synagogue, most do not have a 
relationship with a good rabbi. 
    Yet more than half of these “non-attenders” reported 
“other ways of expressing their Jewishness” through, 
as Pew confirmed, “holidays, food choices, cultural 
connections or life milestones.”  
    Of course, there are thriving synagogues where clergy 
and congregants express a dynamic American Judaism. 
But the title “rabbi” no longer guarantees pews full of 
Jews. Largely trained and paid to serve synagogues, 
rabbis thereby don’t reach the Jewish majority. 
    Our clergy are an under leveraged resource in 
connecting Jews and Judaism—and can do so with the 
incentive and tools. COVID-19 has proven our rabbis are 
ready to radically change in order to reach our people 
where they are. 
   For example, the rabbi of a mid size congregation 
launched a listening campaign, training a core 
of passionate volunteers to reach out and build 
deep connections to others within and outside the 
synagogue. With online meetings, they engaged more 
of their community than they had through regular 
synagogue programs and built Jewishly inspired, 
collaborative projects to overcome near-universal 
feelings of isolation. 
    Another rabbi in an urban congregation turned their 
neighborhood into a “Living Torah Museum Walking 
Tour” for Simchat Torah and beyond. They placed 54 
laminated posters on members’ buildings and gates 

around their neighborhoods. Each poster had artwork 
representing one of the 54 weekly Torah portions, plus a 
QR code with links to the portion. Members, neighbors and 
curious passers-by all engaged with Torah in new ways. 
    These rabbis nearly universally said they could prioritize 
these innovative projects only because their regular 
synagogue services and programming were on hold. 
    The majority of clergy earn their salaries from institutions 
supported by and focused on their members. Necessarily, 
the bulk of their attention goes to serving the needs of 
those paying dues: sanctuary worship, b’nai mitzvah, 
synagogue-based Jewish education, social action and 
chesed initiatives. Already working to capacity, they have 
little time or resources to reach those who may never 
appreciate these synagogue functions. Only a small 
subset of clergy can take the financial risk to pursue their 
innovative ideas as entrepreneurs. And who pays the rabbi 
as she builds a spiritual startup?  
    Our entire community must radically invest in the 
reinvention of the rabbinate so that 1,500 rabbis, not 150, 
learn and practice these methods. Even as we rightly look 
forward to the reopening of our sanctuaries, now is the 
time to ask how your synagogue, JCC and federation are 
prioritizing and dedicating time and money to rabbinic 
innovation.  
    Training and supporting our clergy to lead successfully 
beyond the walls of the synagogue has exponential return 
on investment. COVID-19 has proven that they have the 
vision and capability to do so with the right training and 
support. Now is the moment to ensure that our clergy have 
the training, incentives, support and resources to harness 
this positive momentum born out of our misfortune.  

BY RABBI SHIRA KOCH EPSTEIN, JTA

RABBI SHIRA KOCH EPSTEIN IS A CONTRIBUTING 
 WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. 

Rabbis need to think like entrepreneurs

During the pandemic, rabbis were forced to think about the world beyond their synagogues’ doors. (JTA collage by Janice Hwang; Flickr Commons)
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Keeping our 
Community Connected  
We applaud our 
community and the 
tremendous effort to 
transition to virtual 
events. If you have a 
virtual event that you 
would like to share 
please send an email to 
federation@jewishsgpv.
org
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TUESDAYS

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

(Every First Tuesday  

of the Month)  

Caffeine for the Soul - 

Chabad Women’s Circle, CIE  

 

7:00 - 8:00 PM 

Zoom Spiritual Nourishment 

and Connection with Rabbi 

Rick Schechter, TSG 

 

7:30 - 8:30 PM 

(Every week until  

September 14, 2021) 

Weekly Torah Study, TSO

THURSDAYS

3:00 - 4:00 PM 

Rabbi Carrier’s “Ask Me 

Anything” live on Facebook, 

YouTube, and Twitch, PJTC 

 

7:30 - 9:00 PM 

(Every week until  

September 16, 2021) 

Judaic Studies, TSO

FRIDAYS

7:30 - 8:30 PM

(Every week until  

December 25, 2021) 

Kabbalat Shabbat  

Services, TSO

7:30 PM

Shabbat Service, PJTC  

7:30 - 8:30 PM 

Virtual Shabbat Services, 

BSW

SATURDAYS

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

(Every week until  

December 25, 2021) 

Shabbat Shachrit  

Services, TSO  

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Temple Ami Shalom 

Shabbat Service In-Person, 

TAS  

 

SUNDAYS

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

(Every week until  

October 10, 2021)  

Hebrew/Sunday School, 

TSO  

Beth Shalom

of Whittier (BSW)

www.

bethshalomofwhittier.net 
 

B’nai Simcha

Community Preschool

www.bnaisimcha.org 

Chabad of Arcadia

(CoA)

www.jewisharcadia.com

Chabad of Pasadena

(CoP)

www.chabadpasadena.

com 

Chabad of the

Inland Empire (CIE)

www.

chabadinlandempire.com

Congregation Hugat

Haverim (CHH)

www.hugathaverim.com 

Jewish Federation

of SGPV

(JFSGPV)

www.jewishsgpv.org

Pasadena Jewish

Academy (PJA)

www. 

pasadenajewishacademy.

com

Pasadena Jewish

Temple & Center (PJTC)

www.pjtc.net

Temple Ami Shalom

(TAS)

https://templeamishalom.

org/

Temple Beth Israel of

Pomona (TBI)

www.tbipomona.org 

Temple Beth David of

the San Gabriel Valley

(TBD)

www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of

Highland Park and Eagle

Rock (TBILA)

www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)

www.templebnaiemet.org 

Temple Sinai of 

Glendale

(TSG)

http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of

Ontario (TSO)

www.

templesholomofontario.

org

Tree of Life Preschool 

(formerly TBI Preschool)  

(ToL)

www. www.tbipomona.

org 

 COMMUNITY 
 CALENDAR

All events listed here 
are virtual unless 
otherwise noted. 
Please visit www.
jewishsgpv.org/
virtual-calendar for 
details.
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August 2021

JEWISH COOKING
CONNECTION
THE JEWISH FEDERATION IS EXCITED TO 

PRESENT OUR JEWISH COOKING CONNECTION 

VIDEOS EACH MONTH. THIS CELEBRATION 

OF OUR SPECIAL CONNECTIONS THROUGH 

JEWISH FOOD, FEATURES RECIPES FROM 

MIZRAHI, ASHKENAZI, AND SEPHARDIC 

CUISINES SHOWCASES COOKS FROM ALL 

OVER OUR COMMUNITY AS THEY PREPARE 

TRADITIONAL JEWISH RECIPES.

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE HTTPS://JEWISHSGPV.

ORG/JEWISH-COOKING-CONNECTION FOR 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE JEWISH 

COOKING CONNECTION, INCLUDING A CACHE 

OF RECIPES AND VIDEOS OF OUR EPISODES. 

INTERESTED IN BEING ONE OF OUR FEATURED 

COOKS, LET US KNOW BY CONTACTING 

CANTOR JUDY SOFER AT 626.445.0810 OR 

JSOFER@JEWISHSGPV.ORG.
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 NEWS 
& JEWS

SGPV Jewish Scene | August 2021

    (JTA) — Many synagogues had gone through a year of 
virtual services followed by several months of outdoor 
services for members vaccinated against COVID-19. 
    Then the Delta variant hit. 
    Now synagogues all across the country are reevaluating 
how to organize its High Holiday services, balancing the high 
rate of vaccination within the community with the threat 
from the Delta variant.  
    Decisions about how to plan for yet another holiday season 
in the shadow of COVID are keeping synagogue leaders up 
at night. Those decisions range from whether or not to hold 
services indoors or outdoors, on Zoom or in-person or both, 
with masks or without, with social distancing or without, 
and with options available only to the vaccinated or without 
regard for vaccination status. 
    For those attending services on the High Holidays, 
traditionally the most well-attended synagogue services of 
the year, that means yet another year of not quite “back to 
normal.” 
    For many synagogues, the assumption until just a few 
weeks ago was that the vaccines had made it safe to come 
back together in person. Many who observed the High 
Holidays last year over Zoom longed to gather as they always 
did. 
    But the rapid spread of the Delta variant has thrown a 
wrench in those plans. 
    The risks Delta poses to vaccinated people appear to 
be low—most of the coronavirus vaccines have remained 
effective at preventing serious illness and death from 
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the Delta variant, and the vast majority of 
hospitalizations and deaths from Delta have been 
among the unvaccinated.  
    Still, even vaccinated people who have been 
comfortable socializing with other vaccinated 
people in small groups may not be comfortable 
attending Rosh Hashanah services with hundreds 
of people. And for vaccinated parents of 
children who are not eligible for the vaccine, the 
calculations may be different. 
    Several synagogue leaders said they would be 
planning multiple options for services with the 
understanding that some of those plans would be 
scrapped at the last possible moment. 
    At Temple Shir Shalom in West Bloomfield, 
Michigan, the family service will be held at a 
local football field, with the rabbi and high school 
students who help lead the service stationed on 
the track. 
    “That way everybody can physically distance 
in the stands, and we can spread out and use the 
sound systems to be able to project,” Rabbi Daniel 
Schwartz said. “For those families that aren’t 
comfortable being in person just yet, we’ll also 
have a livestream of the service, too.” 
    Ikar will offer seats to members only, who will be 
guaranteed entry to only one in-person service on 
Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur. There will also be a 
livestreaming option for each service. 
    For those who feel more comfortable gathering 
indoors in small groups, Ikar will encourage “watch 
parties” at private homes, where smaller groups 
of vaccinated members can gather to watch the 
livestream of services together. 
    Balaban said the gatherings would “encourage 
people to be in community with one another, but 
maybe not in a big crowd, as people might not be 
comfortable with that yet.” 
        At The Jewish Center in Manhattan, Shabbat 
services are held in the sanctuary with two 
options: mask-optional sections for vaccinated 
people as well as mask-required and socially 
distanced sections for the unvaccinated. (As an 
Orthodox synagogue, the congregation doesn’t do 
Zoom or other livestreaming options on Shabbat 
and holy days.) It also hosts a service on the roof 
for those who feel more comfortable in an outdoor 
setting. Rabbi Yosie Levine said the plan is to keep 
these options throughout the holidays. 
    “We actually just had a meeting about it this 
week with our advisory committee. And the 
conclusion of the meeting was that we’re not 
changing any of the guidelines,” Levine said, 
though he noted the committee would recommend 
that high-risk people should wear a mask to 
services 
   For many worshippers at this year’s High Holiday 
services, there will be some disappointment that 
services aren’t entirely “back to normal” yet. For 
others, the return to in-person services may be 
more than they are comfortable with.   
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LAST WORDLAST WORD

“It’s not that I’m so “It’s not that I’m so 
smart, it’s just that I stay smart, it’s just that I stay 
with problems longer.”with problems longer.”  

— Albert Einstein— Albert Einstein

0821_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   9 7/29/21   7:14 PM



0821_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   10 7/29/21   7:14 PM


