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The Jewish Federation's
JFed Players Community Theatre Ensemble is

pleased to announce auditions for its Spring 2023
Production:

The Drowsy Chaperone
Music and Lyrics by Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison; Book by

Bob Martin and Don McKellar

Performances:
Saturdays

April 15, 22, and 29, 2023, 8:00 pm
Sundays

April 16 and 23, 2023, 4:00 pm
Thursday

April 20 and 27, 2023, 7:30 pm

The Drowsy Chaperone is a hilarious musical involving
a musical theater lover who, to lessen his feeling of

“non-specific sadness,” plays (for the audience) an LP
of his favorite musical, the fictional 1928 show, The
Drowsy Chaperone. As the record plays, the show –
a broad parody of 1920s American musical comedy

– comes to life onstage, while the man wryly
comments on the music, story, and actors.

AUDITIONS

January 8, 2023, 2:00 p.m.
January 9 and 10, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

at: Jewish Federation SGPV Office
114A Lime Ave, Monrovia, CA 91016

Sides will be provided.
Complete character descriptions and

sides can be found on the
JFed Players webpage at: www.jewishsgpv.org.

EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME
25-HOUR

HOlOcaUst RemembRance PROgRam

January 21, 2023  7 p.m.
COMMEMORATION CEREMONY

January  21, 2023, 8 p.m.  - January 22, 2023, 8 p.m.
READING OF THE NAMES

AT PASADENA CITY HALL &
LIVE ON FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/jewishsgpv
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You are cordially invited to join us for the

28th ANNUAL MEETING
of the Jewish Federation of the Greater 

San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys

Sunday, January 8, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Temple Beth Israel of Pomona

Guest speakers:
Josh Rawitch

President, National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 
&

Peter Dreier
Author of two baseball-related books 

There will be no solicitation of funds
To register, visit www.jewishsgpv.org

MARCH
2-5,
2023

THE ICE
HOUSE

PASADENA

At Walnut Valley, the idea that the person
comes first influences everything we do and
create.  We have a collective one hundred
and fi�y years of experience caring for our
elders and we continue to learn to adapt
and improve upon an already considerable
knowledge base every day.

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

19850 Colima Road, Walnut, CA 91789
T 909.595.5030  |  walnutvalleyseniorliving.com

License Number 198603444
For more information or to schedule

a tour, please contact us today.
We o�er a wide range of apartment styles and sizes.

ASSISTED LIVING
• Engaging and purposeful programming to promote

independence and mental wellness.
• Dignified Assistance with the Activities of Daily Living,

o�ered at a wide range of intervals, day, and night.

MEMORY CARE
• A safe and secured environment created for those with

Alzheimer’s and other related dementias.
• The Meaningful Moments Program- a complete-person

approach to care and engagement that allows for each
 resident to feel valued, successful, peaceful, and loved.

B E AU T I F U L  N E W  R E N OVAT I O N
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SGPV’S
JEWISH LIFE

2035 Lake Ave
Altadena, CA

Call (626)798-7645 | Email: info@greenbergortho.com

JEWISH COUNSELING
AND REFERRAL NETWORK

Helping you find the services 
and resources you need in 
our community. 

For more information 
contact Rebecca Russell: 
626-445-0810 ext. 304 or 
rrussell@jewishsgpv.org
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Third Party Administrators (TPA) And ERISA Consultants 
Collabora:ng with Professionals for Financial & Re:rement Success

Millennium

Millennium Pension Services is a Third-Party
Administration firm specializing in income
sheltering strategies for professional and small
businesses. If you wish to control your tax
liabilities retirement plan should be at the
forefront of your strategy.

Financial Advisor

Payroll &
Human Resources

Sole Prop
Partnership

S-Corp
C-Corp

Non-Profit

Service Provider

CPA & Attorney

OUR SERVICES:

Proposals are complimentary
Actuarial Consulting
Plan Design/Redesign
Plan Installation and Implementation
Plan Documents

Annual TPA Administration
• Calculations and Actuarial Services
• Compliance with IRS & DOL Regulations
• Regulatory Reporting- Form 5500 & Attachments
• 408(b)(2) Fee Disclosures
• Outstanding Personal/Quality Services

TYPES OF QUALIFIED RETIREMENT PLANS
401(k) / 403(b) / Cash Balance Combo Plans /
DB/DC Combo Plans Prevailing Wage Plan / Solo 401(k) +
DBPP or CBPP / MEP for Chamber Commerce

TYPES OF ENTITIES
Sole proprietors, Partnerships, LLPs, LLCs, C
or S Corporations

Advantages of adopting a Qualified Retirement
Plan
• Maximize tax deductions
• Maximize contributions for owners /key employees
• Provide retirement income / security
• Recruit and retain key executives
• Motivate and reward employees
• Included in compensation package
• Asset Protection
• Alternate to State Mandated CalSavers Program

TARA BROWN, QPA,QKC | President NICK BROWN,
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SENIOR PLACEMENT
AND REFERRAL AGENCY

We can help you find the right community
for your needs:
Assisted Living • Memory Care • Boarding Care •
In home Care Support

We are available for evening or weekend appointment to
accommodate your busy schedules.

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
1-800-317-1421
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The following was an Op-
Ed, written by Jason Moss,
that was published last
month. Often referred to
as the oldest form of hate,

antisemitism has been around for
2,000-plus years. The prevalence
and prominence we are witness-
ing today have never caused the
type of fear and security issues in
the US for the Jewish community.
Leading experts on hate consider
antisemitism to be the “canary in
the coal mine,”; indicating that
hatred towards other traditionally
marginalized ethnic groups is not
far behind.

 So what exactly is antisemi-
tism? Antisemitism “is a certain
perception of Jews, which may be
expressed as hatred toward Jews.
Rhetorical and physical manifes-
tations of antisemitism are direct-
ed toward Jewish or non-Jewish
individuals and/or their property,
toward Jewish community institu-
tions and religious facilities.

 Last month, FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray stated, “A full 63% of
religious hate crimes are motivat-
ed by antisemitism—targeting a
group that makes up just 2.4% of
our population. Foreign terrorist
organizations like ISIS have pro-
moted antisemitic violent extrem-
ism for decades. They continue to
target Jewish Americans in their
attack plots. But we also confront
the threat of people here, on our
soil, whose hateful views—often
paraded online—boil over into acts
of violence.”

 It isn’t just the recent violence
towards Jews that has made us
feel unsafe; it’s also incidents of
intimidation. Remember the photos
and videos from the 2017 Charlot-
tesville, VA, “Unite the Right” rally
where white supremacists chant-
ed, “Jews will not replace us!” The
recent string of flyers strewn on
driveways throughout the com-
munity linking Jews to everything
from COVID to “how every aspect of
Disney child grooming” or “Trump’s

Campaign Funding”
is Jewish is another
form of intimida-
tion.

 Add these inci-
dents to the perva-
siveness of antisem-
itism online, and the
Jewish community
feels like we are
being hit from all
sides, and the very
essence of Jews’
right to live is under
attack. For example,
recent surveys have
indicated that Jews
now feel frightened to wear a Star
of David necklace or a yarmulke
publicly for fear of being identified
as a Jew. It has also hindered what
they may say that could “out” them
as being Jewish.

 Elkan Pleat, a 16-year-old in
Northern California, recently told
his school board that he had been
hiding his Jewish identity at school
for the last two years for fear that
he would be attacked if fellow
students knew he was Jewish. He
reported seeing over 20 swastikas
around his campus and hearing
jokes about how someone should
“finish what the Nazis started,” of-
ten referencing gas chambers and
ovens.

 Jewish organizations are trying
to raise awareness of this issue.
This includes an innovative pink
billboard ad campaign with mes-
sages like “Here’s an idea: Let’s ask
everyone who’s wondering if Jew
hate is real to wear a yarmulke for
a week and report back” and “Can a
billboard end antisemitism? No. But
you’re not a billboard.”

 More still needs to be done, and
we need help! The Jewish commu-
nity needs the non-Jewish commu-
nity to not only stand with us but
confront and combat this climate of
hatred. Here are a few ways to help:

 - Be our ally. Your voice carries
weight, especially if you aren’t the
target of the hatred. Call out any

antisemitic or hateful comments
you hear. Let people know that you
are personally offended by these
incidents.

 - Ask your spiritual leaders to de-
liver a sermon against antisemitism.
They can leverage their position of
influence to help educate fellow
congregants.

 - Reach out to local officials,
school districts, and corporations
demanding they take action and
make statements against antisem-
itism. Encourage these leaders
to pass resolutions denouncing
antisemitism, condemning hatred
of all kinds, and committing to cre-
ating a safe environment.

 - Educate yourself about an-
tisemitism’s impact. We need more
people to view specials like Dana
Bash’s CNN Special Report “Rising
Hate: Antisemitism in America.” This
program focused on the idea that
we can combat this crisis head-on
through education.

 The Jewish community needs you
as our ally. Stand with us as we con-
front this existential crisis of hatred
directed towards Jews. Help us take
action and use our collective voice
to say that hatred of all kinds is
wrong, and we will not tolerate it in
our society.

STANDING TOGETHER

From Where I Sit

@JLIFE  JANUARY 2023 7

JASON MOSS IS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE JEWISH FEDERATION
OF THE GREATER
SAN GABRIEL AND
POMONA VALLEYS.

Jews need others to stand with us to confront antisemitism
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For Israel’s first half-century, 
there was one standard way 
to mark the end of the work 
week: “Shabbat Shalom.” 
Over the past two decades, 

for some secular Israelis, especially 
those in the Tel Aviv area, a different 
phrase has replaced the traditional 
one: “sofash na’im,” have a pleasant 
weekend. 
     The Zionist thinker Ahad Ha’am 
(the pen name for Asher Ginsberg, 
1856-1927) once said: “More than 
the Jewish People has kept Shabbat, 
Shabbat has kept the Jews.” I always 
liked thinking, therefore, that all 
Israelis have a Shabbat, though what 
they do with it differs greatly. Sofash 
(an abbreviation of “sof shavu’a”) na’im
suggests that some Israelis just have a 
weekend. Of course, the two phrases 
are not mutually exclusive. A person 
could have a Shabbat within their 
sofash (Israel’s weekend is actually 
a bit longer than America’s, as it 
begins on Thursday night and extends 
right through Saturday night—yes, 
come Sunday morning the State of 
Israel is kind of sleepy). However, 
other linguistic evidence suggests a 
distinct reluctance to use “Shabbat” 
for any portion of one’s weekend. For 
example, the big family meal that is 
a national custom on Friday night 
is a Shabbat meal, since the Jewish 
day begins at sundown; yet many 
secular Israelis refer to this as “the 
Friday meal.” Another example has 
to do with the fact that there is no 
“Saturday” in Hebrew. When they need 
to refer to the day-after-Friday, many 
secular people link it to the profane 
“day,” as in: “I’ll see you at the beach 
on Shabbat day and we can snack on 
bacon and shrimps” (I’ve waited more 
than two decades for an opportunity 
to mention this maddening Israeli 
tendency to use the grammatically 
incorrect plural here).  
     There is no gainsaying that some 

secular Israelis want to avoid “Shabbat” 
as much as possible, as it connotes 
a religious worldview (the word 
after all does harken back to G-d’s 
“resting” from the work of creation; 
see Genesis 2.1-3). And yet, from 
its very inception secularists have 
populated Israel; so what changed 
in Israeli culture? One explanation 
is to note that “sofash na’im” has 
grown apace with the influence of 
American culture upon Israel. In this 
view “sofash na’im” is fairly harmless 
and just reflects the importance of 
the “weekend” for contemporary life. 
A different explanation for the rise of 
“sofash na’im” ties it to the increasing 
tensions between the secular and 
the ultra-orthodox (haredim). The 
growing political clout of the haredim 
has encouraged them to try to impose 
their religious way of life in the public 
sphere, and thus “religious coercion” 
has become a bugaboo for the secular. 
In a certain way, therefore, “sofash
na’im” is a profanation of Shabbat 
and an expression against religious 
coercion: I’m not going to imply 
anything about the kind of weekend 
you should have, and I don’t want you 
implying anything about mine.  

     My daughter-in-law Avia has a 
practical approach to this whole issue. 
She grew up in a Sephardic (Yemenite) 
family with Shabbat traditions, and so 
while neither she nor her extended 
family is religiously observant, she 
wishes them all a “Shabbat Shalom.” 
Concerning her friends and colleagues, 
it depends: for the religious, Avia uses 
“Shabbat Shalom”; for the secular, 
she uses “sofash  na’im,” as she feels 
that the traditional greeting “does not 
speak to them.” I, on the other hand, 
always use “Shabbat Shalom,” even 
for a person whom I know prefers 
“sofash na’im,” such as Nir, the man 
who delivers my newspaper. On a 
recent Friday morning, Nir gave me 
my paper and I wished him a “Shabbat 
Shalom,” but quick as a flash the son-
of-a-gun responded: “Shabbat Shalom, 
sof shavu’a na’im.” Ah, well. May this 
difference be our biggest problem for 
many years to come. 

8 JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE

THE ISRAELI WEEKEND
“Shabbat Shalom” vs. “Sofash Na’im”
BY TEDDY WEINBERGER

VIEWPOINTS

TEDDY WEINBERGER IS A CONTRIBUTING 
WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE. HE MADE 
ALIYAH WITH HIS FAMILY IN 1997 FROM MIAMI, 
WHERE HE WAS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES. TEDDY AND HIS WIFE, 
SARAH JANE ROSS, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN.

Israeli Guy “I always liked thinking that all 
Israelis have a Shabbat, though what 

they do with it differs greatly.”
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THE ISRAELI WEEKEND

I awakened at 4:00 a.m. with a 
rare bout of anxiety. Unable to 
meditate myself back to sleep, I 
ultimately stood up, stretched and 
checked the freezer for anything 

that could be prepared for Shabbos 
without going to the market. If one is 
a fan of ‘stone-soup,’ there was plenty 
to eat and my tension began to wane. 
By 5:15 a.m., it was late enough to take 
the dog out for the morning walk, say 
“Hello” to the regulars at the bus-stop 
and make the coffee. Hearing the 
familiar sound of the shower, I knew 
Ronney was awake. 
 I knew the source of the unrest. A 
client had unexpectedly passed away. 
The ophthalmologist detected early 
cataracts. My annual mammogram is 
next week. A grandson with a chronic 
illness had his requisite soft-tissue 
MRI. Today is my shift to sit with a 
dying friend. My mother’s lucidity and 
health is diminishing and I am not 
there. I’m having a dispute with the 
federal tax bureau. My right foot has 
an inflamed toe. 
 While sitting in the waiting room 
of the MRI department, the creative 
cynic in me found herself stereotyping 
everyone who waited for either tests 
or verdicts: A tattooed Russian bar-
bouncer; the Moroccan safta with 
orange hair who stuffs grape-leaves; 
a Hasidic scholar, pale from hours of 
yeshiva study. My daughter secretly 
took a photo of me reading to my 
grandson and I gasped in horror upon 
receipt. Is that how I appear to others? 
Soft and chunky, slightly wrinkled, 
kinky-haired, American and haughty? 
Too old for jeans and hiking boots?  
 An electric door slid open and I 
witnessed a young man tying the 
shoes of his wife who had just 
emerged from an hour-long scan. Her 
hand was limp on his shoulder and 
the tenderness on his face while he 
knelt at her feet nearly broke my heart. 
I’d witnessed an intimate glimpse of 

the entire 
universe - not 
mine - upon 
which every 
tomorrow 
hinged. 
What was I 
to take from 
this scene? 
Was there 
an inherent 
message 
waiting to be 
gleaned?  
 I want 
strangers to 
look at me and 
know that I’m 
important to 
someone, that 
I play a crucial 
role in the 
lives of those I 
love. But if this 
is what I want, 
shouldn’t the 
Moroccan safta
be the most 
important 
person to 
those who are pushing her wheelchair 
and want her tests to be ‘negative’? 
Do the wife and children of the 
yeshiva bochur fervorantly pray that 
he receives a clean slate, ensuring 
many years of mentoring and love? 
The Russian man is someone’s son, 
an adored uncle, someone’s beau; his 
Hebrew is heavily accented and better 
than mine. Who might he be other 
than a Divinely created human who 
harbors dreams, expectations, fears 
and hope. He is the brother/son/friend 
I haven’t met yet. My inner-cynic grows 
quiet. There but for the grace of G-d 
goes every one of us. No exceptions.  
 The recently maligned Dr. Seuss is 
credited with saying, “To the world you 
may be one person; but to one person, 
you may be the world.” And despite 

the advances made in DNA testing, 
scientists have yet to identify and/or 
isolate a Compassion Gene. Something 
to ponder as we enter a new Gregorian 
year, replete with the custom of 
making life-resolutions.  
 Happenstance happens. But when 
spiritual and physical underpinnings 
loosen, it might behoove us to 
remember that coffee, hot showers, 
taking out the garbage and an 
occasional load of laundry are reliable 
countermeasures for things that 
remain out of our control. 

THE COMPASSION GENE
A Better Resolution
BY ANDREA SIMANTOV

VIEWPOINTS

NEW YORK NATIVE ANDREA SIMANTOV
HAS LIVED IN JERUSALEM SINCE 1995. SHE 
WRITES FOR SEVERAL PUBLICATIONS, APPEARS 
REGULARLY ON ISRAEL NATIONAL RADIO AND 
OWNS AN IMAGE CONSULTING FIRM FOR 
WOMEN.

Israeli Guy “To the world you may be one 
person; but to one person, you may be 

the world.” - Dr. Suess

@JLIFE  JANUARY 2023 9
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THE BEST MEDICINE
BY LORI MCKENNA

The Drowsy Chaperone Will Leave You Laughing

10 JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE

Sometimes you just need to laugh and laugh. 
Laughter is the best medicine, especially 
when you feel down. The Drowsy Chaperone,
music and lyrics by Lisa Lambert and Greg 
Morrison; book by Bob Martin and Don 

McKellar, is a hilarious musical focusing on a musical 
theater lover who, to lessen his feelings of sadness, 
puts on a record of his favorite musical, the fictional 
1928 show, The Drowsy Chaperone. As it plays, the 
show—a broad parody of 1920s American musical 
comedy—comes to life onstage, while the man 
comments on the music, story, and actors. Full of 
energy and quick quips, this musical is designed to 
entertain while underscoring the madcap genre of 
the 1920’s and 30’s musicals. The musical within the 
comedy revolves around a wedding— the starlet of the 
day, who is sacrificing her career, is scheduled to marry 
a leading man, much to the chagrin of the producer. As 

the story unfolds, there are shenanigans involving gangsters, 
a Latin lothario, and a completely incompetent chaperone! 
Throughout the musical, our musical theater lover, referred 
to only as “Man in Chair,” acts as narrator, punctuating the 
action with his comments—sometimes wry, sometimes 
astute, and always funny.  
     The musical has an interesting history and a connection 
to Los Angeles. It started in 1997 as an off-the-cuff spoof of 
old musicals created by Lisa Lambert, Greg Morrison, and 
Don McKellar for the stag party of Bob Martin and Janet van 
de Graff. The original did not have the “Man in the Chair” 
(Narrator) and featured musical styles from the 1920’s to the 
40’s. Later, Bob Martin joined the team, and the Man in the 
Chair was created to serve as the narrator and commentator 
for the journey through the musical. It’s first staging was at 
the Toronto Fringe Festival. From there, it caught the eye of a 
producer who financed an expanded production in a Toronto 
Community theater in 1999.  After that, it went to another, 
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LORI MCKENNA IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE.

larger theater in Toronto, where a Broadway producer
saw it and optioned for the rights. A reading was
prepared for the National Alliance for Musical Theater
in 2004, where a second Broadway producer saw the
show. After more collaborations, it then was produced at
the Ahmanson Theater in Los Angeles in 2005 and, after
some changes, it opened on Broadway on May 1, 2006.

 Directed by Cantor Judy Sofer, The Drowsy Chaperone
will be the 2023 Spring show of the JFed Players
Community Theatre Ensemble. This will be the company’s
twenty-third production! For almost twelve years, the
JFed Players have staged productions with a Jewish
connection—whether that connection be a Jewish writer,
composer, or works that reflect Jewish values. As the
JFed Players has grown, so has their audience, and they
wish to thank all of their supporters over the years. If you
like to laugh and laugh, The Drowsy Chaperone is one
JFed Players’ production that should not be missed!
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2022 was a big year for Jews in the arts.  
Here’s what happened on screen and stage.
BY ANDREW LAPIN, JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY (JTA)

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Once more for the record, Dave Chappelle: 
Jews don’t actually run Hollywood.
     But anyone paying attention to pop 
culture in 2022 saw a lot of Jewish 
creativity. This year saw several big, 

distinctly Jewish releases across multiple media, 
ranging from acclaimed movies to popular TV shows 

to theater, books and viral TikToks. And amid endless 
debates over who has the right to tell (and be cast in) 
Jewish stories, it was notable just how many of the 
biggest pop-culture events of the year fervently 
embraced Jewish identity.
    Here were the biggest Jewish cultural releases of 
2022:
Growing up Jewish at the movies 
    Two of the year’s big art-house film releases were 
autobiographical portrayals of their directors’ Jewish 
upbringings. In “The Fabelmans,” Steven Spielberg’s 
account of how he became a filmmaker, a teenager in 
1950s America navigates a fracturing Jewish family 
and antisemitism at school. And in “Armageddon 
Time,” James Gray’s retelling of his Reagan-era 
childhood (with appearances from the Trumps), a 
Jewish family in Queens, New York tries to assimilate 
into the WASPy upper class—while their young son 
brushes aside the needs of his Black friend.
‘Tár’ and teshuvah 
    While the families in “The Fabelmans” and 
“Armageddon Time” were obviously Jewish, Cate 
Blanchett’s monstrous fictional conductor in “Tár” 
was not—which made it all the more surprising when 
the film not-so-subtly incorporated several Jewish 
themes into its story of artistic success and karmic 

“Armageddon Time,” “Russian Doll,” “The Rehearsal” and “Tár” were some of the cultural works of 2022 to deal with Jewish themes.  
(Photo illustration: Mollie Suss/70 Faces Media)

Miriam Eskenasy, a cantor and Portland-based Hebrew and b’nei mitzvah tutor, 
had a pivotal moment in HBO’s meta-reality show “The Rehearsal,” created by 
and starring  Nathan Fielder, left. (Screenshot)
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retribution. The acclaimed drama looks to make big 
inroads this awards season as it gives audiences a de 
facto Hebrew lesson.
A ‘Rehearsal’ for living Jewishly 
    Gonzo comedian Nathan Fielder staged elaborate 
simulations of everyday life in “The Rehearsal,” a new 
HBO series that proved to be among the buzziest TV 
shows of the year—and whose late-season pivot to 
discussions of Jewish parenting caught just about 
everyone by surprise. As the Internet lit up with 
conversations about Miriam Eskenasy, the Hebrew 
tutor Fielder hired for his fake Jewish son, JTA spoke 

to Miriam herself about the various questions of 
Jewish identity explored by the show.
‘The U.S. and the Holocaust’ under a microscope 
     The latest Ken Burns PBS history documentary, 
relaying how the United States responded to the 
horrors of the Holocaust both on the homefront and 
in wartime, ignited a fierce national reckoning over 
America’s historic treatment of Jews and outsiders. 
Burns and his Jewish co-directors told JTA they hoped 
to communicate an important lesson to the country 
about antisemitism and xenophobia that could 
challenge America’s founding myths.
TV had Jewish conflicts, with heart 
    Narrative TV saw storylines about Jews clashing 
with each other and bonding with unexpected allies. 
FX/Hulu’s thriller “The Patient” dug into an inter-family 
dividebetween Reform parents and Orthodox children, 
even as the show weathered criticism for its casting of 
non-Jew Steve Carell as a Jewish therapist. Another 
Hulu show, Ramy Youssef ’s “Ramy,” entered its third 
season with a storyline set in Israel and an Orthodox 
Jewish supporting character—notable for a series that 
focuses on a Muslim American protagonist.
A Nazi gold train on ‘Russian Doll’ 
    Natasha Lyonne’s time-hopping Netflix series 
returned for a second season this year, reaching deep 
into the past to find Lyonne’s protagonist Nadia 
unearthing generations of Jewish trauma in her family. 
It all culminated with her exploration of a Hungarian 
“gold train” filled with treasures the Nazis supposedly 
looted from the country’s Jews during wartime. 
Lyonne was drawing on real-life Holocaust history for 
the plot, suggesting that Jewish inherited trauma 
remains with us to this day.Laura Niemi as Beth Strauss and Steve Carell as Alan Strauss in “The Patient.” 

(Suzanne Tenner/FX)

From left to right: Paul Dano, Mateo Zoryna Francis-Deford and Michelle Williams as fictionalized members of Steven Spielberg’s family in his film “The Fabel-
mans.” (2022 Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment)
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‘And Just Like That,’ some uncomfortable Jewish 
jokes 
    HBO’s “Sex and the City” follow-up was largely 
viewed by fans of the original as a fascinating 
trainwreck. Jewish viewers saw something else: a 
throughline of bizarre Jewish jokes, from a 
midseason flirtation with a Holocaust denier to a 
season-finale “They Mitzvah” that ultimately didn’t 
happen.
‘Funny Girl,’ serious cast conflicts 
    A classically Jewish Broadway show became the 
centerpiece of the year’s messiest backstage 
drama. “Funny Girl,” the hotly anticipated revival 
of the biographical musical about Jewish 
comedian Fanny Brice that initially launched the 
career of Barbra Streisand, debuted in spring to 
sky-high expectations. Lead Beanie Feldstein told 
JTA that taking on the role of Brice was “incredibly 
meaningful for me as a Jewish woman.” But 
following poor reviews and ticket sales, Feldstein 
exited with gusto—and was replaced by Lea 
Michele, the “Glee” star with Jewish ancestry 
who’d spent much of her career openly pining for 
the role of Fanny.
Tom Stoppard’s ‘Leopoldstadt’ puts the Shoah on 
stage 
    While Tom Stoppard would make just about 
anybody’s shortlist of the world’s most influential 
playwrights, he had never before explored his 
Jewish background onstage—until this play. 

Stoppard’s sprawling new historical drama, featuring 
a massive cast depicting several generations of 
Austrian Jews before and after the Holocaust, was 
Broadway’s most hotly debated play this year—and, 
he told JTA, its themes of assimilation and lost 
Jewish histories are ideas he found to be rich and 
poignant.
Non-Jewish authors explore Jewish legacies 
    Two seismic novels this year dealt in controversial 
ways with traumatic Jewish history, both written by 
European non-Jews. The Polish Nobel laureate Olga 
Tokarchuk delivered the English translation of “The 
Books of Jacob,” a 1,000-page doorstopper steeped 
in the tale of false messiah Jacob Frank, while Irish 
author John Boyne delivered “All The Broken Places,” 
a sequel to his infamous Holocaust fable “The Boy in 
the Striped Pajamas”—as he defended the first 
against charges that it was implausible and tone 
deaf.
Jewish comedians stuck out their shtick 
    Stand-up comedy could be a scary place for Jews 
this year—see the aforementioned Dave Chappelle 
controversy. But a new generation of Jewish jokers 
still found ways to assert themselves, whether it was 
Ariel Elias parlaying a confrontation with a heckler 
into a very Jewish “Jimmy Kimmel Live” set or Ari 
Shaffir ’s YouTube special about leaving Judaism, but 
not his Jewishness, behind. The New York Jewish 
Week was among the sponsors of a “Chosen Comedy 
Festival” that drew 4,000 people to Coney Island for 

14 JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE

Beanie Feldstein as Fanny Brice during the opening night curtain call for the musical “Funny Girl” on Broadway at The August Wilson Theatre in New York 
City, April 24, 2022. (Bruce Glikas/WireImage)
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a night of unapologetically Jewish standup by the 
likes of Modi, Jessica Kirson and Elon Gold. 
Meanwhile, British Jewish comic David Baddiel 
opened up a giant can of worms by playing it straight 
with his TV documentary “Jews Don’t Count,” based 
on his book about the ways he believes progressive 
circles have disregarded the scourge of antisemitism.
The Miami Boys Choir lit up the Internet 
    If you recently found yourself moved to tears by 
clips of Orthodox boys singing harmonized Hebrew 
pop songs on TikTok, you weren’t alone. The Miami 
Boys Choir became a breakout viral sensation this 
fall, with millions of newly minted fans celebrating 
their besuited swagger—and a few of the group’s 

alums getting in on the fun, too. MBC’s success was 
welcomed by Orthodox Jews in every corner of the 
Internet, who often feel sidelined or misrepresented by 
their depictions in popular culture.
A new Museum of Broadway is a Jewish hall of fame 
    Delayed by COVID, the Museum of Broadway finally 
opened in the heart of New York’s Theater District. And 
while it doesn’t go out of its way to center the Jewish 
contributions to the Great White Way, the work of 
Jewish composers, lyricists, playwrights, producers and 
choreographers is everywhere, from exhibits dedicated 
to Rodgers and Hammerstein and Stephen Sondheim to 
tributes to Mel Brooks, Tony Kushner and the late, great 
cartoonist Al Hirschfeld.
Other Jewish stories from 2022 now available to stream: 
13: The Musical (Netflix) 
Ahed’s Knee (VOD rental) 
American Masters: The Adventures of Saul Bellow (PBS) 
The Calling (Peacock) 
Cha Cha Real Smooth (Apple TV+) 
Heirs to the Land (Netflix) 
Hallelujah: Leonard Cohen, A Journey, A Song  
(VOD rental) 
Idina Menzel: Which Way to the Stage (Disney+) 
Image of Victory (Netflix) 
Jackass Forever (Paramount+) 
Last Flight Home (Paramount+) 
Ridley Road (PBS) 
Shababnikim (Chaiflicks) 
Yosi, the Regretful Spy (Amazon Prime) 

An exhibit space at the Museum of Broadway evokes the scenery from the Mel Brooks musical “The Producers.” (NYJW) Twitter)

ANDREW LAPIN IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JTA AND JLIFE MAGAZINE.
Ariel Elias makes her TV debut on “Jimmy Kimmel Live,” Oct. 24, 2022. 
(Screenshot from YouTube)

0123_JLIFE_SGPV.indd   15 12/30/22   9:05 AM



16 JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE

FEATURES

Holocaust memorial program  
evokes sacred obligation to remember
BY ILENE SCHNEIDER

EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME

When the Jewish Federation of the 
Greater San Gabriel and Pomona 
Valley developed its “Every Person 
Has A Name” initiative as a communal 
event for International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, leaders sought to make the 
program experiential and interactive, according 
to Jason Moss, Executive Director of the Jewish 
Federation. Now in its fifth year, the program goes 
on for 25 hours straight with participants reading 
the individual names of people who perished in the 
Holocaust. And for the last several years, the City of 
Pasadena has been a co-sponsor and everyone in the 
community can bear witness to the unique program.
    “Every Person Has A Name” personalizes the 
Holocaust, by attempting to remember each name of 
the 6 million, Moss said. While he is on hand for all 25 
hours, he has never had to fill in for anyone to read 
names. The event—which will be held from Saturday, 
January 21, at 7 PM to Sunday, January 22, at 8 PM—
uses names obtained from Yad Vashem’s Central 
Database of Shoah Victims’ Names, as well as names 

of family members lost in the Holocaust. It began as 
a completely live event in 2019, went virtual in 2021 
and then hybrid in 2022. It will be hybrid again this 
year.
    One year the participants read 6,500 names, and 
one year they read 11,000. “The important thing is 
how many people are reading the names,” Moss said. 
“What I love is that people are worried they’ll say the 
names wrong. They are foreign names, and they work 
really hard to pronounce them correctly. They feel 
that what they are doing is sacred work.”
    The first time Abigail Deser participated in “Every 
Person Has a Name,”  it was somewhat by accident. 
Her civically-minded teenage daughter had asked her 
to set her alarm clock for 4:15 AM as she had to be at 
Pasadena City Hall by 5 and wanted to make sure she 
did not oversleep. Because the daughter was in deep 
sleep at the appointed time, Deser and her husband 
took her place on the steps of Pasadena City Hall. 
They found themselves each behind a microphone 
in front of a few fellow sleep-deprived volunteers 
who helped them to locate where they were to 
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begin. They took turns reading the names, birthdates,
ages and places of death of individual victims of the
Holocaust from overstuffed three ring binders. “Mier,
Schlomo, b. 1925 Rivne, died Buchenwald, 1939”
“Minsky, Rose. b. 1921, killed Auschwitz, 1938.”

 “It was quite a sobering way to wake up,” Deser
related, adding, “We began to get the hang of reading
the old-world names and became more familiar with
the spellings of the Russian, German and Austrian
camps. What was harder to manage was the seven
rows of names that clearly belonged to one family, or
the instances where the date of death was just six or
seven years after the date of birth. As we came toward
the end of our half-hour slot, three people from the
audience, which had filled out as the sun began to
rise, stood up to take our places. The scale of six
million people began to hit us in a new way. We had
gotten through fifty names each, maybe less. Even
with three people reading for 24 hours straight, we
didn’t make a dent. It was a profound experience to
grasp, if only for a moment, just how many people the
Nazis had managed to murder.”

 “Every Person Has a Name” has become an annual
commitment for Deser. As she said, “Last year, I found
myself alone during the time the event was to be
held. I was in the midst of editing my father’s memoirs
which included a recounting of his early childhood
running from the Nazis. He had never spoken much
about his relatives who didn’t make it out as he and
his parents were so lucky to have done. I asked if he
could remember the names of his grandparents, both
maternal and paternal, his uncles and aunts and their
husbands and wives who didn’t survive the Holocaust.
Together, we wrote a list of these names I had never
heard before, names of my relatives that had been
shot in the Sosenki forest after being forced to dig

their own mass grave. Then I went out in the darkness
to the steps of Pasadena City Hall, but I was most
assuredly not alone. I carried with me the memory
of my extended family, and I spoke their names and
joined them with all of the grandparents and uncles
and aunts, brothers and sisters and mothers and
fathers who we will not let be erased by evil but
instead, recognized, honored and named, for all of us
to hear.”

 Another participant, Geoff DeBoskey, said, “My
children and I have participated in the ‘Every Person
Has a Name’ program for several years.  I’ve spent
a lifetime knowing that six million Jews were killed
in the Holocaust, and the enormity of that number
can sometimes overshadow the human devastation.
Reading the names reminds me that individual people
were killed and families torn apart. And, my children
are reminded that ‘Never Again’ means we must
always remain vigilant against antisemitism and be
strong allies supporting anyone who is discriminated
against.”

 “I am continually deeply touched to be an active
participant in this essential and so important event
acknowledging, naming and remembering our Jewish
ancestors blatantly murdered because of hatred and
antisemitism during the Holocaust,” said Heather E.
Halperin, MSW,LCSW, retired faculty, USC Suzanne
Dworak-Peck School of Social Work.

 Moss concluded, “It’s a day to remind people
that the Jewish people are here to stay and that
the Holocaust is what happens when hate goes
unchecked.”

 If you are interested in being a name reader, a few
spots are left. Sign up at www.jewishsgpv.org.

ILENE SCHNEIDER IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO JLIFE MAGAZINE.
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Baseball Hall of Fame President to speak
at Jewish Federation’s 28th Annual Meeting

BY ILENE SCHNEIDER

BATTER UP

B aseball Hall of Fame
President Josh
Rawitch knows just
how lucky he is, and
he appreciates every

moment of it. Rawitch, who is
the keynote speaker via Zoom
for the Jewish Federation of the
Greater San Gabriel and Pomona
Valley’s 28th Annual Meeting
on Sunday, January 8, says that
it “boggles my mind when I
think about what I get to do.
The phone rings, and it ’s Sandy
Koufax. He’s very humble, but I
can’t help thinking about all he’s
done for baseball and the Jewish
community.”

 A native of Los Angeles,
Rawitch grew up in the San
Fernando Valley with Gabe
Kapler, currently the manager
of the San Francisco Giants,
and later met Shawn Green,
the legendary Dodger slugger
who refused to play on Yom
Kippur, just as Koufax had done
many years before. Rawitch has
enjoyed talking to Max Fried of
the Atlanta Braves, who donated
his World Series cleats to the
Hall of Fame.

 Rawitch, who was named
President of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum in 2021, has gravitated
toward these Jewish ballplayers,
because there is “a sense
of understanding and an
immediate connection.” He
appreciates the cultural and
family history aspects of Judaism
and wonders out loud what his ancestors would think of
what he gets to do on a daily basis.

 A bilingual Spanish-speaker, Rawitch also enjoys
bonding with Latin players and seeing the international
scope of baseball flourish. He welcomed his first class of
Hall of Famers—Jim Kaat, David Ortiz and Tony Oliva – in
2022 and looks forward to getting to know every living
Hall of Fame player.

 “I grew up playing baseball, but this is far beyond

anything I could have imagined,” said Rawitch, who
spent more than a quarter century working in baseball
before assuming his present role. Rawitch attended
Indiana University, where he received a bachelor’s
degree in sports marketing and management with a
minor in business. After his freshman year, a professor
suggested that he apply for an internship with the Los
Angeles Dodgers, his hometown team. After spending
summers working for the team, he got a full-time job
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Josh Rawitch
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when he graduated from college. He spent 15 years
with the Dodgers in marketing, public relations
and communications. In 2011 he joined the Arizona
Diamondbacks, serving as the team’s senior vice
president of content and communications for his
final six years in Phoenix.

 In 2018, Rawitch received the prestigious Robert
O. Fishel Award for Public Relations Excellence,
given annually to an industry executive who excels
in promoting the game. He has overseen baseball
media relations efforts across the world, including
in Mexico, China, Taiwan, Australia, Japan, New
Zealand and the Dominican Republic, and has also
served as a venue press chief at three iterations of
the World Baseball Classic, most recently in South
Korea. Over an eight-year period through 2019,
Rawitch helped organize fundraising auctions
during Major League Baseball’s Winter Meetings
that have raised more than $1.6 million for various
charitable causes.

 Today Rawitch oversees the daily operation of
the Baseball Hall of Fame, a non-profit, educational
institution, whose mission is to preserve history,

honor excellence and connect generations. The
organization first opened in 1939 and now employs
nearly 100 full-time staff members, welcoming an
average of 300,000 visitors annually and more than
17 million visitors since opening. The Museum’s
collections contain more than 40,000 three-
dimensional artifacts and 200,000 baseball cards. The
Library catalogs and preserves nearly three million
documents including 250,000 historic images and
14,000 hours of original audio and video recordings.

 Rawitch said that his favorite part of his job is
“getting to do something that people will remember
for the rest of their lives. It may just be a part of my
day, but it could be something people really treasure
when they visit the Hall of Fame. For instance, a
gentleman in his 80s came from Indiana. The staff at
his senior home paid for it, and it was an incredibly
rare moment of fulfillment for him – and for me.”

 Rawitch summarized, “The Hall of Fame represents
the bonding of generations and people from all over
the world. I love being part of this.”

20 JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE
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C
ommentary on Parashat Bo,
Exodus 10:1 - 13:16

 Alright, G-d, I’ll grant that you
may have had something to do

with taking my people out of Egypt, but
what have you done for me lately? In an
age where employees are rarely allowed
to have a “bad year” without being
terminated, one might wonder why we
haven’t “fired” G-d.

 We know that our collective story, the
story we’re obliged to teach our children,
begins with our liberation from Egypt.
We also know that the Holy One’s overt
presence has gradually diminished
throughout the ages. We also know
that that the purpose of many of the
commandments we are told to observe
is to “remember the Exodus from Egypt.”
To name a few: Passover, Sukkot, Kiddush
on Friday night, mezuzah, tefillin and the
redemption of the first-born male, which
is performed a month after the birth of a naturally
birthed first-born son.

 Nahmanides, the Ramban, comments on why is it
important to transmit this memory to our children,
as it says at the end of the portion, when your son
asks “What’s this?” [Why is this ceremony of the
first born happening?] You tell them that with a
strong hand, YHWH* took us out from the house of
bondage” (Exodus 13:14). He also wonders why so
many commandments are committed to preserving
this memory.
G-d Will Not Be Present

 To paraphrase, he says that the redemption
foreshadows that G-d will not be present later on. G-d
embarks on the scene in this sensational fashion to
create a memory of the overt miraculous, so that we
may appreciate the covert miracles that happen in
everyone’s lives. For if the sea would have split and
no people had been there to cross it, it would not
have been a miracle, but rather it would have been a
fluke of nature. A miracle happens when you need it.
Good timing is the stuff of the miraculous.

 The proof of G-d’s overt presence in the past and
the observance of commandments that recall the
Holy One’s presence, remind us to seek out G-d’s
presence in the ordinary domain of our reality.

Nahmanides would argue, unlike his colleague
Maimonides, that the fact the sun rises everyday is
no less miraculous than the splitting of the Red Sea.
The fact that we are here to recall the Exodus is as
miraculous as the Exodus itself.

 Beyond the pyrotechnics of the Exodus is what the
Exodus represented, which was the establishment of
a unique relationship between the Holy One and His
people. That is the true ongoing miracle. In ancient
times we were given a memory to carry with us
always. As long as we testify to this memory, we also
testify to the fact of a living G-d in all our lives. A G-d
who is not removed, but who is involved in history.

 May we all be blessed with enough insight to
witness and acknowledge the miraculous sense of
wonder that accompanies our people’s ongoing
relationship to the Holy One.
* A name for the G-d of the Hebrew Bible as
transliterated from the Hebrew consonants YHVH.
synonyms: JHVH, Jahvey, Jahweh, Jehovah, Wahvey,
YHVH, Yahve, Yahveh, Yahwe, Yahweh. example of:
God, Supreme Being.

 Provided by Hillel’s Joseph Meyerhoff Center for
Jewish Learning, which creates educational resources

for Jewish organizations on college campuses.

RABBI AVI WEINSTEIN IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO MY JEWISH LEARNING AND KIDDISH
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What’s In A Miracle?
BY RABBI AVI WEINSTEIN, MY JEWISH LEARNING

The miraculous experience of the Exodus and redemption inspires us
to seek the miraculous presence of G-d in our daily lives.
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I
’ve always been a strong
advocate for public schools. I
was raised in the San Fernando
Valley and am a product of its

public school system. My three
children attended that school
system for more than a decade,
and I worked there for seven
years.

 So when in May 2021 some
chapters of my teacher’s union,
UTLA, scheduled a vote on
whether to endorse the Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions (BDS)
movement against Israel, I felt
personally betrayed. (The vote was
subsequently shelved.)

 As the daughter of two Israelis,
I’ve always felt like something of
an outsider in Southern California.
But my kids felt at home. When
I learned that teachers at
their school were among those
considering the BDS motion—at
the exact time that my oldest,
then 15 and on a program in
Jerusalem, had to flee to a bomb
shelter amid rocket fire from
Gaza—it felt like a punch to the
gut.

 In addition, I was disappointed by how the
school district had handled the pandemic, and my
children’s education was suffering.

 I realized this public school system was no
longer a good fit for my children or me. My
husband and I needed our kids to be in a place
with a sense of community, and where they
could acquire strong Jewish values and a Jewish
education so that when we send them out into
the world they’ll know how to stand up for
themselves with pride.

 I began looking at Jewish day schools, even
though I had never considered ourselves a private
school family, whatever that means. Initially, I
had some misgivings. I was concerned my kids

wouldn’t feel comfortable in a private school
milieu, and that they’d be far behind their peers
in Judaic studies. I was also worried that I, too,
wouldn’t fit in with private school parents: While
we are financially comfortable, we aren’t wealthy,
and I grew up in a very modest home.

 What I didn’t realize when I made the decision
to enroll my kids at a Jewish Day School 18
months ago was how much the school would end
up changing not only their lives, but my own.

 As I got to know students and parents, I was
surprised by the school’s socioeconomic and
ethnic diversity. There are families from multi-
generational American, Persian, Ashkenazi,
Sephardic, North African, South African,
Asian, Israeli, Mexican, Russian and European

4 JANUARY 2023 KIDDISH

L’dor Va’dor – From
Generation to Generation
BY DASSY SASSON DEBASC, KVELLER

Switching My Kids to Jewish Day School
from Public School Was a Godsend
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backgrounds. There are some very
wealthy families, but nearly 40% of
school families are on financial aid,
including us. There are poets, chess club
kids, robotics kids, performing arts kids,
athletes and everything in between.

 Most importantly, my children—
who started entering 11th, 8th and 6th
grades—quickly found their places
and thrived. Academically, each of my
children got the support they needed to
catch up both on general academics and
Jewish studies, and they’re nurtured in
a way that’s just not feasible in shorter-
staffed public schools.

 I appreciate how Jewish values are
imbued in the culture at their new
school. These values are not abstract;
they’re embedded in the school’s daily
activities, from academics to social
life to wall art. I love that my kids now
know more than me, and that I learn
with them and through them. It’s not
just about lighting Shabbat candles or
learning something from the Torah.
Being Jewish is part of their entire being.

 What I’ve learned from my children’s
experience is that Jewish education
can be very academic and rigorous.
Studying Torah is the original book club!
You’re grappling with and analyzing a
text, extracting meaning in a way that
makes sense to your life. This primes
the brain for critical thinking skills that
carry through to all aspects of life, from general
academics to the human experience.

 My children each are different kinds of
learners. My daughter, Noa, is very self-driven and
puts a lot of pressure on herself. When she first
started ather new school, Noa received a warm
embrace from her new classmates and integrated
socially quickly. But the academics stressed her
out. The school staff were quick to provide her
with support, and today she’s able to balance
her studies with theater rehearsals and college
applications.

 Noa is also a student ambassador and will
participate in the school’s Israel Leadership Circle,
a program to train students on how to stand up
for Israel on college campuses and in public. In
April, she’ll fly to Israel for training.

 My middle child, Daniel, is flourishing
academically and socially. He’s made fantastic
friends spanning the spectrum of diverse
personalities at school, he loves the school’s
fabrication lab, he’s in the chess club and finance
club, and he’s an officer on the student council.

 My youngest, Adam, is a different kind of
learner than my other two. I worried that in
public school he’d get lost in a system where it’s
much harder for teachers to offer individualized
attention. Now he’s receiving the support he
needs. He feels noticed, and that motivates him.
What he really loves are the extra-curriculars. He
and a friend recently built a robot after school in
the fabrication lab, he’s interested in the school’s
architecture program and he’s getting into
creative coding.

 One of the unexpected benefits of this change
has been kehillah—community. We recently
hosted three school families for Shabbat dinner,
two of whom we didn’t know. Education and
community aren’t limited to school.

 Since my children switched schools, I’ve
realized something about the Jewish concept
of l’dor va’dor—from generation to generation.
Transmitting Jewish tradition goes both ways:
from parents to children, but also from children
to parents.

SGPV’S JEWISH YOUTH & PARENTS

DASSY SASSON DEBASC IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KVELLER AND KIDDISH

MAGAZINE.
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Jewish Jokes for Kids
BY SARI KOPITNIKOFF, KVELLER

Everything is Better with a Smile

“
Don’t smile until Christmas—er, I mean
Hanukkah.”

 That was the advice I kept getting from
veteran teachers when I first entered the

education field a little more than a decade ago. I
laughed every time I heard it, partly from surprise
and partly from imagining myself maintaining a
strict expression on my face for that long. I knew
that there was no way I would stifle my personality
and my sense of humor for an extended period, and
I was skeptical about its effects anyway. There had
to be a better way to run a classroom.

 My opening lesson as a first-year teacher had
some cracks, puns and quips. And I had no regrets.
I quickly learned that jokes and laughter in the
classroom had the same effect, if not a better
one, than strictness did—in actively engaging kids,
settling conflicts that arose and creating a positive
and respectful classroom atmosphere.

 A number of years later, when I became a
mother, I latched onto humor: both as a strategy
to help me through the challenges (and beauty!)
of raising little ones and as a tool to connect with,
and laugh with, my children. As time goes on, and
as I continue to use comedy in raising my own
children and educating others, I appreciate the
beauty of humor even more. It encourages kids
to play with language, develops their creativity,
instills them with confidence, keeps them laughing
and decreases stress and frustration levels. Based
on my experience in the field and the research I’ve
done, you can’t tell me that jokes aren’t a serious
matter.

 This past year, I set out to write a Jewish joke
book for kids. I grew up collecting and memorizing
joke books, and I was inspired by the prospect of
writing one specifically with Jewish jokes: to get
kids playing with common Hebrew phrases and
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thinking about various aspects of Jewish life.
 It’s never too early to start joking around and

getting kids to laugh. (With kids as young as 1, for
example, you can say, “Let’s put on your socks!
Do they go on your nose? No! That’s silly!”) And
I’ve found that once kids start playing around
with language and words in a fun way (and they
get positive reactions), there’s no stopping them.
They’ll become more imaginative, confident,
expressive and funny. What more can you ask for?

 When my toddler enters a room and proudly
announces, “I made up a new joke,” I get very
excited. Yes, I may have to feign some laughter and
help him tweak his punchline a bit. But I am proud
that he’s taking risks and exploring his world using
humor and creativity. And I know that having a
sense of humor will help him throughout life, just
as it’s helped me. And that’s no laughing matter.

 Here are four examples of Jewish joke categories
you can enjoy playing around with and discussing
with your kids:
Jokes with Hebrew words and phrases

 Practice using common Jewish phrases and get a
kick out of it, too. For example:
Q. Why couldn’t the congregants hear the baal
tokeah?
A. He was standing shofar away.
Q. What do you call it when toilet paper says, “I’m
sorry”?
A. Tissue-va.
Aleph Bet Jokes

 Help your children become accustomed to the
Hebrew letters. For example:
Q. Why did the Hebrew word go to the doctor?
A. It had a kaf.

Q. Why did the
last Hebrew
letter wear a
smiley t-shirt?
A. So as not to
seem too tav.
Jewish name
knock knock
jokes

 Have fun
playing around
with the Jewish
names in your
family and
friend circles
as well as with
characters from
the Biblical
stories. For
example:
Knock Knock!
Who’s there?
Chaim
Chaim who?
Chaim glad to meet you.

Knock knock!
Who’s there?
Talia
Talia who?
Talia neighbors their music is too loud!
Non-jokes

 Get kids thinking and playing with language as
you explore all the topics you don’t want to share
jokes about. Read the examples below to see what
I mean.
Did you ever hear the joke about the chametz?
Never mind, it’s kind of crummy.
Did you ever hear the joke about the kippah?
Never mind, it’ll go over your head.

 I’d love to hear what jokes you and your
family come up with. Please send me your best
ones (and your worst ones!) to https://www.
thatjewishmoment.com. And you can find lots
more original Jewish jokes in my new book, “Only
Kidding! My First Book of Jewish Jokes.”
Glossary:
Aleph Bet: the Hebrew Alphabet
Baal Tokeah – the one who blows the shofar on
Rosh Hashanah
Chametz: Unleavened bread, food that is not
Kosher for Passover
Kaf: one of the Hebrew letters (makes a “k” sound)
Kippah: a beanie or skullcap often worn by Jewish
people
Shofar – a ram’s horn blown on Rosh Hashanah

SARI KOPITNIKOFF IS A CONTRIBUTING WRITER TO KVELLER AND KIDDISH MAGAZINE

SGPV’S JEWISH YOUTH & PARENTS
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COOKING
JEWISH Lifestyle

Yerushalmi Kugel

Modern Jewish
Comfort Food
BY JUDY BART KANCIGOR

CONNECTING
TO OUR PAST

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 D

O
U

G
 S

C
H

N
E

ID
E

R

0123_JLIFE_SGPV.indd  2 12/30/22  9:05 AM



“ The story of Jewish com-
fort food goes something 
like this,” writes Shannon 
Sarna in her latest cook-
book “Modern Jewish 

Comfort Food” (Countryman 
Press, $30): “We were poor, we 
didn’t have a lot, so we threw 
what scraps we had together, 
and the result was delicious.” 
With “Modern Jewish Comfort 
Food” Sarna offers recipes for 
classic dishes from kugel to 
kreplach, but adds some Israeli 
favorites, like a whole chap-
ter on shakshuka, the popular 
poached egg dish, in various 
sauces. You’ll find Syrian and 
Georgian dumplings and pas-
tries and a host of sweets as 
well. 
       I  caught up with Sarna last 
month as she demonstrated 
Israeli Date and Walnut Swirl 
Cookies from her cookbook. The 
vegetarian meal, expertly pre-
pared by Chef Liron Regev, in-
cluded the Yerushalmi kugel fea-
tured here. “I’m just a gal who 
likes to eat. I’m a home cook,” 
admitted Sarna, whose demo 
style is relaxed and approach-
able, just like the recipes in the 
book. She especially treasures 
recipes passed down from her 
bubbe. “ These recipes are very 
beloved comfort food for me. 
One smell transports me to her 
house in Yonkers. Those recipes 
connect us to our history, to the 
stories of our past.” 
     Sarna is the editor of the 
popular Jewish food blog “ The 
Nosher” and is known for her 
nontraditional challah recipes. 
Her first cookbook was “Modern 
Jewish Baker.” 
    “Yerushalmi kugel, Jerusalem 
kugel, is a marriage between 
Europe and the Middle East that 
tells its own story of the Jewish 

people’s migration, “explained 
Sarna. “Eastern European Jews 
brought the concept of kugel
(what is really a word of German 
origin) to Jerusalem in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Tradition-
al noodle kugel transformed 
slightly, influenced by Sephar-
dic flavors, with lots of black 
pepper and sugar to caramelize 
slowly as it bakes.” 
    Gail Simmons, a judge on Bra-
vo’s Emmy-winning “ Top Chef ” 
and author of “Bringing It Home” 
(Grand Central Life & Style, 
$30), grew up in a traditional 
Jewish home, “celebrating the 
major holidays and observing 
rites of passage…with way too 
much food and a little prayer,” 
she writes. Shabbat, however, 
was special. “Friday night was a 
sacred night for our family,” she 
told me. “We could be busy all 
week with soccer and dance, but 
on Friday night my father came 
home early. All week we had 
dinner together in the kitchen, 
but on Friday night we ate in 
the dining room. My mother and 
I lit the candles, and my father 
did the blessings. There were 
always guests.”
    Simmons’ mother ran a cook-
ing school, and the children 
grew up on leek quiche, Swiss 
chard and Arctic char. “She’s an 
ambitious cook ahead of her 
time, seeking great ingredi-
ents,” said Simmons, “but stuffed 
cabbage and matzo ball soup 
are very much in her repertoire. 
She makes a mean chopped liver 
and gets mad at me for putting 
wine in the brisket.” 
    Simmons married a man with 
a “passion for old Jewish food”: 
kasha varnishkes, brisket, short 
ribs, matzo balls. “His favor-
ites are kasha and knishes, the 
beiger the better,” she said. How 

refreshing that this sophisticat-
ed Top Chef judge, who week-
ly debates the merits of a red 
curry gastrique or yuzu gelée, is 
equally happy to discuss brisket 
and borsht. “I do high brow and 
low brow,” she admitted.
    At cooking school when Sim-
mons was in her 20s, the teach-
er tasked the students to cook 
a dish from their heritage. “As 
she was also of Eastern Europe-
an descent, she handed me a 
book of recipes, reflecting our 
common lineage,” writes Sim-
mons. “I chose to make borscht, 
the hearty beet soup. It was a 
gorgeous recipe: deep, magen-
ta in color, richly flavored with 
sweet, earthy beets, and bright-
ened with a dash of apple cider 
vinegar at the finish. I lived on 
that soup for a whole week, 
keeping happily connected to 
my ancestors through its nour-
ishing flavors.” Simmons’ version 
includes the unconventional 
sweet potato, apple, and celery. 
“Caraway seeds add an earthy, 
warm, anise note and are a key 
piece of what makes this recipe 
so complex and alluring,” she 
writes. 

JLIFE FOOD EDITOR JUDY BART KANCIGOR IS 
THE AUTHOR OF “COOKING JEWISH” (WORKMAN) 
AND “THE PERFECT PASSOVER COOKBOOK” (AN 
E-BOOK SHORT FROM WORKMAN), A COLUMNIST 
AND FEATURE WRITER FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY 
REGISTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS AND CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE WEB AT  
WWW.COOKINGJEWISH.COM.
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“Friday night 
was a sacred 
night for our 

family.” 
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Yield: 4 to 6 servings.

Cooking spray for a pan.
12 ounces thin egg noodles
1/3 cup +1 tablespoon neutral oil, such as vegetable,
canola, or sunflower.
4 large eggs
2 teaspoons fine sea salt
2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 cup sugar
Coarse sea salt (optional)

1.  Preheat oven to 325°F. Grease a 10x5x3“ loaf pan with
cooking spray, and set aside.
2.  Boil noodles in large pot of salted water according to

package directions, around 5 minutes.
3.  Drain noodles. Coat cooked noodles with the tablespoon

of oil and set aside.
4.  Beat eggs in a bowl with fine sea salt, pepper, and

cinnamon, then set aside.
5.  Heat remaining 1/3 cup oil and the sugar in medium

saucepan over medium heat, stirring constantly, for around
5 minutes, or until it becomes golden brown. The oil will
separate slightly, and that’s normal. You don’t want the
caramel to burn.
6.  When caramel is done, immediately pour on top of the

noodles, stirring to coat. Some of the sugar will harden;
this is also normal. Add the egg mixture, slowly, mixing it in
completely. Pour into prepared pan. Top kugel batter with
coarse sea salt, if desired. Cover with foil and bake 1 1/2
hours. Remove from oven and allow to cool slightly before
slicing.
Source: “Modern Jewish Comfort Food” by Shannon Sarna

 COOKING JEWISH
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Yerushalmi Kugel

For a meat meal use beef broth and add brisket. For a dairy
version use vegetable broth and add sour cream.
Yield: 6 to 8 servings

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, plus more for drizzling
1 medium yellow onion, thinly sliced
Kosher salt
4 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons tomato paste
2 dried basil leaves
1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon caraway seeds
2 medium beets, scrubbed (not peeled) and trimmed, then
shredded using a food processor, or quartered and thinly
sliced crosswise
1 small celery root, peeled and shredded using a food
processor or quartered and thinly sliced crosswise
1 large carrot (not peeled), thinly sliced into rounds
1 quart low-sodium beef or vegetable broth
1/2 small red cabbage, cord and shredded (about 4 cups)
1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, cored, and cut into 1/4-inch
cubes
1 medium sweet potato (not peeled), cut into 1/4 – inch
cubes
1/4 cup apple cider vinegar.
Chopped fresh dill for serving
Coarsely ground black pepper
Sour cream for serving, optional
2 cups shredded brisket, optional

1.  In a 6– to 8-quart Dutch oven or wide, heavy saucepan with
lid, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add onion and 1 teaspoon
salt and reduce heat to medium. Cook, stirring occasionally, until
onions begin to soften, about 5 minutes. Add garlic and cook
2 minutes more. Stir in tomato paste, bay leaves, paprika, and
caraway seeds to coat, then stir in beets, celery, root, and carrot.
Add broth and 4 cups of water, bring to a boil, then reduce to a
simmer, and cook 15 minutes.

Winter Borscht

MAKE
ME!

EASY TOFOLLOW
RECIPE

Winter Borscht

2.  Stir in cabbage, apple, and sweet potato, return to a
simmer, and continue cooking until cabbage, apple, and sweet
potato are just tender, about 5 minutes more. Stir in vinegar
and cook just to blend flavors, 3 minutes. Remove and discard
bay leaves. Adjust seasoning to taste.
3.  Serve hot, topped with dill and pepper, and adding sour

cream or brisket, if desired.
Source: “Bringing It Home” by Gail Simmons
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THE STORY OF “OY VEY”

Oy vey!—also: Oy vavoy! Oy vey iz mir! 
Oy gevalt! Or quite simply: Oy!—is an 
iconic Jewish expression that conveys the 
weariness of a people overly familiar with 
hardship and oppression, as well as the 

resilience of a people that finds hope and sometimes 
even humor in catastrophe. It’s both heavy and light. 
It’s tragic and funny. It’s so much better with a thick 
Yiddish accent. But where did it come from? 
    The word “oy” goes back thousands of years, 
all the way to the Hebrew Bible. In that classical 
biblical mode, there is nothing funny about it—“oy” 
is simply an expression of anguish, and may well be 
etymologically related to that English word “woe.” Of 
all the biblical authors, the prophet Jeremiah uses it 
the most, a total of eight times. (Not for nothing has 
his name become synonymous with lament—giving us 
the English word “jeremiad.”)  
    A few examples will give a sense of the way this 
word was originally used. In the Bible, “oy” can be 
wielded as a curse or at least a poetic barb thrown at 
one’s enemies. For example: 
    Oy to you, O Moab!
    You are undone, O people of Chemosh! 
—Numbers 21:29
    Today we think of “oy” as a Jewish exclamation, but 
in the Bible it is used by all peoples. Another sworn 
Israelite enemy, the Philistines, have this to say when 
they realize that the Ark of the Covenant is back on the 
battlefield, protecting the armies of Israel: 
    Oy to us! Nothing like this has ever happened before. 
—1 Samuel 4:7
    As with many onomatopoeic words, oy has 
variations—including in the Bible itself. Consider this 
line from Proverbs: 
Who cries “oy!” and who “avoy!”? 
—Proverbs 23:29
    Here, “oy” and “avoy” sound similar and clearly mean 
the same thing. Other variations of “oy” appear in 
Aramaic, a language closely related to Hebrew that 
was the lingua franca of Jews for many centuries in 
antiquity (and is also the language of the Talmud). So, 
for instance, the Talmud’s Aramaic version of “oy” is the 
word “vay” —which may well give us the “vey” in “oy 
vey.” As we saw from Proverbs, doubling the expression 
of woe was common even in biblical times. 
     Although “oy” seems to have been a nearly universal 
expression of lament, today the expression  “oy 
vey” comes to us in English through Yiddish, where 
it feels very much a part of the Jewish character of 

BY MY JEWISH LEARNING

Half Hebrew, half Aramaic,  
this classic lament is all Jewish.

that language. It is perhaps for this reason that Merriam 
Webster’s dictionary traces “vey” not to the Armaic “vay” 
as suggested above, but to the Middle High German wē—
which also means “woe.” 
    Yiddish also gives us all the resonant variations of this 
lament, most notably oy vey iz mir  (“woe to me!”) and 
oy gevalt (“woe! violence!”). This last variant might seem 
the most disturbing, but it is usually the one used in the 
most comical way, employed to ruefully bemoan surprise 
disasters, such as: “He wore that? Oy gevalt!” 
    According to the Oxford English Dictionary, “oy vey” 
entered English usage in the 19th century, when the 
word was more commonly spelled “oi” before the more 
contemporary “oy” took over in the 20th century. In English, 
it exists alongside similar expressions of different origin—
including a Scottish “oy” that means “grandchild” and an 
“oy” that is a variant of “hoy” and “ahoy,” words used to call 
someone’s attention. 
    According to an analysis run through Google Books, the 
word “oy” has been in steady decline in English since the 
1980s. Nonetheless, “oy” and “oy vey” continue to be some 
of the most resonant and recognizable Jewish expressions. 
This was on literal display with Deborah Kass’s devilishly 
simple bright yellow aluminum sculpture of the word. One 
side reads “OY” in capital letters, and the reverse side reads 
“YO,” the Spanish word for “I” and also an English slang term 
that not only mirrors the original word but is nearly opposite 
in tone. Kass has explained that she loves the way these 
two letters, read in either direction, resonate in so many 
languages. Funnily enough, the English slang “yo” is pretty 
close to that older English “ahoy” that was also sometimes 
shortened to “oy.” 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 3  

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Caffeine for the Soul, CIE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

10:00 AM

Jewish Federation’s 28th 

Annual Meeting, TBI,  

3033 N. Towne Avenue, 

Pomona

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

2:00 - 4:00 PM

MONDAY, JANUARY 9 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 

7:00 - 9:00 PM

JFed Players’ Auditions: 

The Drowsy Chaperone

Jewish Federation of the 

Greater San Gabriel and 

Pomona Valleys

114A W. Lime Avenue 

Monrovia, CA  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 

10:00 - 11:30 AM

Every 2 weeks until January 

27, 2023 

Gan Katan: PJ Library’s 

Pre-Shabbat Playgroup, 

JFSGPV 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21

TO  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

7:00 - 8:00 PM

Every Person Has a Name

Pasadena City Hall

100 Garfield Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91101

SUNDAY,  

JANUARY 29 

NOON - 3:00 PM

Spa for the Soul, CIE

Beth Shalom

of Whittier (BSW)

www.bethshalomofwhittier.

net 

B’nai Simcha

Community Preschool

www.bnaisimcha.org 

Chabad of Arcadia

(CoA)

www.jewisharcadia.com

Chabad of Pasadena

(CoP)

www.chabadpasadena.com

Chabad of the

Inland Empire (CIE)

www.chabadinlandempire.

com

Congregation Hugat

Haverim (CHH)

www.hugathaverim.com

Jewish Federation of SGPV

(JFSGPV)

www.jewishsgpv.org

Pasadena Jewish

Academy (PJA)

www. 

pasadenajewishacademy.com

Pasadena Jewish

Temple & Center (PJTC)

www.pjtc.net

Temple Beth El Riverside

https://www.tberiv.org

(TBR)

Temple Ami Shalom

(TAS)

https://templeamishalom.

org/

Temple Beth Israel of

Pomona (TBI)

www.tbipomona.org

Temple Beth David of

the San Gabriel Valley

(TBD)

www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of

Highland Park and Eagle

Rock (TBILA)

www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)

www.templebnaiemet.org

Temple Sinai of Glendale

(TSG)

http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of

Ontario (TSO)

www.templesholomofontario.

org

Tree of Life Preschool 

(formerly TBI Preschool)  

(ToL)

www.www.tbipomona.org

 COMMUNITY 
 CALENDAR

All events listed here 
are virtual unless 
otherwise noted. 
Please visit www.
jewishsgpv.org/
virtual-calendar for 
details.
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Temple Beth David of

the San Gabriel Valley

(TBD)

www.templebd.com

Temple Beth Israel of

Highland Park and Eagle

Rock (TBILA)

www.tbila.org

Temple B’nai Emet (TBE)

www.templebnaiemet.org

Temple Sinai of Glendale

(TSG)

http://temple-sinai.net

Temple Sholom of

Ontario (TSO)

www.templesholomofontario.

org

Tree of Life Preschool 

(formerly TBI Preschool)  

(ToL)

www.www.tbipomona.org

 January 2023

EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2023, 7 P.M. - SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023, 8 P.M. 

“HE WHO DOES NOT LEARN FROM HISTORY IS DOOMED TO REPEAT IT.” - GEORGE 

SANTAYANA

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF THE GREATER SAN GABRIEL AND POMONA VALLEYS 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME IN OBSERVANCE OF 

UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY.

THE PROGRAM WILL ONCE AGAIN BE HELD AT  PASADENA CITY HALL AND WILL 

BE STREAMED VIRTUALLY. THE PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE A COMMEMORATION 

CEREMONY, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY READING THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO 

WERE KILLED DURING THE HOLOCAUST. 

JOIN US IN PERSON AT PASADENA CITY HALL, OR JOIN OUR LIVE STREAM 

ON FACEBOOK. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP TO READ NAMES - 

626.445.0810 OR WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG
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 NEWS
& JEWS

 The Jewish Future Pledge (JFP) recently announced that
it has surpassed 11,000th pledges as author, producer,
actress, thought leader and Israel advocate Noa Tishby, has
signed the organization’s moral commitment this week at
the 50th Annual International Lion of Judah Conference. In
reaching this milestone, Jewish Future Pledge demonstrates
significant momentum in its work to ensure the future of
the Jewish people through donations to other nonprofit
organizations and shared generational stories and values.

 Born and raised in Tel Aviv, Noa Tishby was named
Israel’s first Special Envoy for Combating Antisemitism and
Delegitimization by Foreign Minister Yair Lapid on April 11,
2022. As a leading voice in issues involving the rise of anti-
Zionist efforts to invalidate Israel as the Jewish homeland,
Tishby is recognized as one of the 50 Most Influential Jews
in the World by the Jerusalem Post.

 “The importance of ensuring the future of the Jewish
people cannot be understated,” said Mike Leven, Founder of
the Jewish Future Pledge. “These 11,000 pledges represent
concrete, tangible action which we hope will ignite a surge

SGPV Jewish Scene | January 2023

28  JANUARY 2023 @JLIFE

Noa Tishby Becomes the
11,000th Person to sign the
Jewish Future Pledge
Tishby Pledges To Help Secure
The Jewish Future Earmarking Half Of
The Charitable Funds That They Leave

of Jewish pride, secure much needed funds for
the future, and spark critical intergenerational
conversations about Jewish values.”

 “We need all Jews to come together, united in
our mission to preserve our culture, our history,
our values and our way of life—regardless of sect
or observance level,” said Tishby. “To take the
Jewish Future Pledge is to take a public stance that
the future of the Jewish people matters, and that
a person takes pride in their Jewish identity and
wants to leave a legacy of that identity behind to
pave the way for future generations. For me this
matter is of great importance, not just for the
future of the Jewish people, but for the world at
large”

 “It is estimated that $68 trillion will transfer to
the next generation in the next 25 years,” added
Leven. “We estimate that approximately 20% of
these charitable dollars will be given by Jewish
donors. The pledge aims to ensure that half of
the amount allocated to charity by these Jewish
donors, more than $600 billion, is set aside for
Jewish causes.”

 The Jewish Future Pledge is a commitment that
from the funds a person leaves to charity at their
passing, at least half will be earmarked to support
the Jewish people and/or the State of Israel. None
of the funds committed go to the Jewish Future
Pledge. To where these funds will be directed
is left entirely to the discretion of the Pledger.
The organization simply encourages individuals
to take part in the Jewish tradition of Tzedakah
and ensure that values and life lessons live on
in future generations. Inspired by the Giving
Pledge, which Warren Buffett and Bill and Melinda
Gates introduced in 2010 for America’s wealthiest
philanthropists, the Jewish Future Pledge reaches
out to people of any income whether individuals
plan to leave $10 or $10 million to charity.

About The Jewish Future Pledge
 The Jewish Future Pledge (JFP) is a worldwide

movement working to ensure the future of the
Jewish people for generations to come. The
organization calls on individuals to pledge that
from the charity they leave at their passing, at
least half will be earmarked to support the Jewish
people and/or the State of Israel. While not legally
binding, the pledge represents meaningful action
during these challenging times and an opportunity
to share views and have conversations with family
and friends about shared values. In addition, the
Jewish Future Pledge has created a Jewish Youth
Pledge for 13- to 24-year-olds, asking them to
commit to being active, committed members of
the Jewish community throughout their lives,
and providing resources so they can follow
through. JFP has partnered with leading Jewish
organizations such as the Jewish Federations
of North America, JNF-USA, Israel Bonds, the
Orthodox Union and numerous local federations
in the United States. For more information, please
visit: https://jewishfuturepledge.org/.

Noa Tishby
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LAST WORD

“Let the Good in me connect with
the good in others, until the world is
transformed through the compelling

power of love.”
– Rabbi Nachman of Breslov

Synagogue interior in old
neighborhood of Druze
village of Peki’in, Israel.
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O u r F o c u s
Hiking
Volunteering
Traveling
Connecting
Programming
Leading
Jewish Peoplehood

O u r C a m p u s e s
7 Campuses throughout all of Israel
Participants from over 20 different countries
65% Israeli & 35% International Participants
First 3 months in English, Second 3 months in Hebrew

Understanding of Israel through its land, culture, and
people. A unique 6 month gap year experience that helps
students gain a better understanding of whom they are as
an individual, a leader, and a member of the Jewish
community while surrounding themselves with Israelis and
students from all over the world! **September-February

A UNIQUE IMMERSIVE
ISRAELI EXPERIENCE

https://www.kolami.org.il info@kolami.org.il

W h a t ' s K o l A m i ?

Collaborating
Experiencing
Learning
Navigating
Independence
Growing
Zionism & Diplomocy

kol_ami_mechina
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