
Federation FOCUS
Insights, highlights, and updates from your Jewish Federation

Summer 2022

Dear Friends,

We hope that your summer is going well and that you have had a chance to spend 
part of it with family and friends. Here at our Jewish Federation of the Greater San 
Gabriel and Pomona Valleys, summer activities are already in full swing, and our 
staff is hard at work preparing for all the programs and events we have coming up 
in the next several months.

With this in mind, we are excited to share with you our newest Federation FOCUS 
newsletter. This edition features an in-depth look into our Cultural Arts program-
ming, insights from our Jewish Federation staff, a look back at some of the events 
that took place over the last several months, and a preview of what you can look 
forward to in the coming months.

The Jewish Federation continues to work hard to fulfill our mission to build commu-
nity by strengthening and enhancing Jewish life. We strengthen and enhance Jewish 
life through our many programs and activities. We continue to strive to keep our 
community safe by working with local law enforcement and national Jewish orga-
nizations such as Secure Community Network (SCN) to help keep our community’s 
members and institutions as safe and secure as possible. 

We are utilizing the information from last year’s community-wide survey and na-
tional surveys to help ensure that we are able to reach and engage our community 
in the most meaningful and impactful ways possible.

Thank you again for your continued support, engagement, and participation in what 
we are doing here in the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. 

We look forward to seeing you in the very near future.

Julie S. Solberg     Jason Moss
President      Executive Director
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JEWISH  FEDERATION’S JEWISH  FEDERATION’S 
What do you find so rewarding in the work 
you do for the Jewish Federation? 

Jason Moss, MSW, MAJCS       
Executive Director
jmoss@jewishgpv.org

Each day, I get to work on creating op-
portunities and entry points for people 
to find a place for themselves within the 
Jewish community and/or a deeper connection to their 
own personal Judaism. And, because of the work of my 
staff and the Board, there is a vibrant Jewish commu-
nity in the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys.

Karen Galeana
Operations and Communications Manager
kgaleana@jewishsgpv.org
 
In my position, I get to see all of the 
programs we provide from “beginning to 
end.” This allows me to see the impact 
the Jewish Federation has on so many different people, 
and in a multitude of ways.

Rebecca Russell
Program and Community Outreach Director
rrussell@jewishgpv.org

With our community being so spread 
out, we work hard to build connections 
– connections to our history, to our 
community, and to one another. Through our work, the 
Jewish Federation brings us together as a Jewish com-
munity should be.

Cantor Judy Sofer
Cultural Arts Program Coordinator
jsofer@jewishsgpv.org 

I find the work I do so rewarding be-
cause all of the people who are involved 
feel that they have a place to be.  Some 
people get involved in the things I do because they love 
the arts, and they love being in the Jewish arts even 
more.  And the people who come to watch what we do 
appreciate that we create a showcase for Jewish culture 
and continuity.

Debby Singer
PJ Library and PJ Our Way Program Director
dsinger@jewishsgpv.org

I feel that we are making a difference 
in the lives of our families and in some 
small way we are helping to ensure a 
Jewish future. Our PJ Library program, through the 
delivery of quality, age appropriate books and our 
varied programming, is providing our families with a 
way to connect to their Judaism and our community. 
And for many, we are their Jewish lifeine. I am very 
proud of the work we do with PJ Library.  

Benjamin Phelps
Camp Gan Shalom Director
bphelps@jewishsgpv.org

By working at the Jewish Federation, I 
get to make a difference in the lives of 
many community members—parents, 
children, teens, and young adults by using the many 
skills I have developed over many years working in Jew-
ish education and camping. And to be able to do it with 
an organization that is the region’s Jewish “connective 
tissue” is amazing. 

Robyn Brahinksy
PJ Library and PJ Our Way Program Assistant
rbrahinsky@jewishsgpv.org 

I love the connections that we make 
with our community members. Some-
times, being Jewish in our area can feel 
isolating and I love when we can make someone feel 
welcomed and feel part of a larger community. 

Susan Hain
Bookkeeper
shain@jewishsgpv.org

I feel proud that our Jewish Federation 
provides people, both unaffiliated and 
our community partners, a safe place 
that they can go or turn to for help. 



OUR MISSION 

Jewish 
Federation’s 

mission is to build 
community 

by strengthening 
and enhancing 

Jewish life.
Jewish Federation does this by 

providing programs and services 
that support the needs of the  

Jewish community in our region, 
and acts as the Jewish voice on  

issues that affect the greater  
Jewish community.

What do you wish people knew about the
Jewish Federation and the work we do?
Jason: I wish people knew how community members are 
positively impacted each day because the Jewish Federation 
is here in our community, working to strengthen and enhance 
Jewish life.

Karen: In a small way, and sometimes in a big way, we have 
helped create lifelong connections in our community. Whether 
it’s enduring friendships formed while attending Camp Gan 
Shalom, or a strong support network that was built during 
JFed Players’ rehearsals and shows. Or the Hanukkah concert 
that brought grandparents and grandchildren together to help 
create new traditions. All of these priceless connections, while 
intangible, make a powerful impact on our Jewish community.

Rebecca: I wish people know that our goal is to offer what the 
community feels they want and need. And, if we don’t offer it, 
please let us know so we can work to figure out a way to make 
it happen.

Judy: I wish that people knew that our main goal is to create 
a Jewish community where everyone can feel comfortable 
and have a safe Jewish place to go to that is not religious but 
cultural.

Debby: We are here to provide much needed services, to 
represent the community when the need arises, to keep all of 
us abreast of news and issues that affect us directly, to pro-
vide an entry point for those who are not connected and to 
provide programs that enrich the lives of Jews in our commu-
nity. Our team is committed and dedicated and we share the 
vision that creating a strong, viable, engaged Jewish communi-
ty in the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys is the driving 
force behind all we do. 

Benjamin: I wish more people knew we had a camp and a 
Shabbaton. Our youth programming is thriving at least as well 
as we could expect in the current circumstances, but there are 
a lot more folks out there we still have not reached.

Robyn: We are small but mighty! There is a lot of thought 
and heart behind the work that we do and we strive to create 
programs and opportunities that can reach everyone in our 
community.

Susan: I wish that people knew we were here and what it is 
we do and what we are able to help them with.  While we may 
not have the same breadth of services as other communities, 
we do quite a lot.

President
Julie S. Solberg

Vice President
David Levy

Chief Financial Officer
John Carlton*

Secretary
Julie Bank

Mickey Bernath

Jeanine Mann

Stuart Miller*

Oran Reznik
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STAFFSTAFF



Cultural Arts Program
THE IMPACT OF OUR

“I had no idea how one phone call could connect me 
with a whole web of opportunities to get involved and 
find a place that I belong.” 

To learn more or get involved in our Cultural Arts program, contact Cantor Judy Sofer:
jsofer@jewishsgpv.org or call 626.445.0810 x 302

I feel by being involved in the Cultural Arts Program of the Jewish Federation, I have developed a deeper 
connection to the Jewish Community.  Before I retired, I was a high school 
drama teacher.  Now, I have been able to merge what I did professionally 
with this community, which has provided me not only a focus, but also an 
outlet to connect with others.  Until this involvement, I had no idea that the 
Jewish Federation provided so many different opportunities and programs/
activities for people to connect with the Jewish community.  In our Cultural 
Arts program alone, we do shows, play readings, have a community choir and 
a Jewish Youth orchestra, and our newest creation, the Jewish Cooking Con-
nection.  I had no idea how one phone call could connect me with a whole 

web of opportunities to get involved 
and find a place to belong.  I wish more 
people knew that they can connect with 
their Judaism and deepen their Jewish 
identity through more than just attending services as I have through 
being involved in the Cultural Arts Program.

- Joanne Karr, Walnut

I have been involved with the Jewish Federation for a long time, but mostly 
on the periphery, serving on committees or hosting events at Temple Beth 
David.  When Cantor Judy Sofer asked if I wanted 
to be involved in a new Jewish cooking program,  I 
jumped at the chance. As a longtime dietician I was 
able to bring together my love of cooking and nutri-
tion with my cherished Jewish heritage. Because food 
is such an important part of our Jewish identity and 
how we connect to each other, we decided to call this 
new program the Jewish Cooking Connection.   Over 
the past two years, it has meant so much to me to 

be able to work with Cantor Judy, Lori McKenna and our great editor, Joanne Karr, to 
showcase community members making their own “signature” dishes and allowing them 
the opportunity to share their Jewish cooking story with the entire community.  I love 
that we were able to create another way for people to connect to our Jewish com-
munity. I have always believed that if a person does what they love doing, it will make 
them happy. For me, being able to be involved with the Jewish Cooking Connection 
has made me really happy. 

- Robin Evans, Temple City

“...being able to be involved with the Jewish Cooking 
Connection has made me really happy.” 

https://jewishsgpv.org/jewish-cooking-connection


CULTURAL ARTS
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT

WHAT ARE CULTURAL ARTS?  
It’s a term that seems all-encompassing. Everything can be 
an art. Here at the Jewish Federation, we specialize in the 
performing arts, cooking arts, visual arts and more. Plus, 
we lead trips to Israel to explore the various cultures that 
are found in the Promised Land.

Our Cultural Arts program began in 2011 and was 
launched with what would become our JFed Players 
Community Theater Ensemble. In addition to providing an 
opportunity for community members who had a passion 
for acting, singing, and even dancing to do it in a Jewish 
setting to put on plays and musicals, one of our program’s 
goals is to expose the influence Jews have had on the 
performing arts. 85% of musicals have been either written 
and/or composed by Jews. We are always looking for new 
actors, singers, production crew members (sets, costumes, 
sound, lights). We are also looking for directors who are 
interested in being involved with us. 

And, our fabulous audiences who support all of our en-
deavors make everything worth it! It is so nice to be able 
to offer the entire community an opportunity to let us 
entertain them!  

When COVID hit two years ago, when we couldn’t get 
together in-person, we began a monthly online 
Participatory Play Reading program, thinking that we 
would discontinue it eventually. However, we found that 
our players have enjoyed participating in it so much that 
we have continued the program.  

During COVID, I watched a number of amateur cooking 
shows online. Having studied television directing when 
I did my M.A. at CSU Fullerton, I decided the time was 
ripe to take a stab at directing a short cooking show, that 
showcases members of the greater San Gabriel and Po-
mona Valleys community. So Jewish Cooking Connection 
was born! As of today, we have produced 15 episodes and 
are going strong. (As a matter of fact, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Palm Springs approached us in order to share our 
programs so they could show it on their website. And, 
recently, we have been approached by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Orange County to produce the same program for 
them.) This has been a success because of the talent and 
dedication of several Jewish Federation members joining 
ranks with me: Robin Evans, Lori McKenna, and Joanne 
Karr.

In December 2008, the Jewish Federation held its first 
Festival of Jewish Music to celebrate Jewish music at a 
time of year when we are inundated with Christmas music 
everywhere we go. The first time we did it we asked all 
of our local cantors to teach their choirs the same mu-
sic.  We joined in song for that original concert. After the 
concert, a number of people approached me to ask if we 
could continue to sing together. This is how in 2009, our 
community choir, Kol Ha Emek Voice of the Valley was 
formed and continues today. Singing is one of the most 

physically magical experiences one can have as we join 
our voices together in song! Besides our annual Festival 
of Jewish Music, the choir leads Friday night services at 
most of the synagogues in the area plus performs its own 
concert every spring. We were also invited to perform for 
the Cantors Assembly Western Region conference in Palm 
Springs and the North American Jewish Choral Festival in 
upstate New York several years ago. We are always look-
ing for new singers, so please contact me at the Jewish 
Federation if you are interested in joining us.

Another one of our very successful programs these past 
11 years is the Jewish Youth Orchestra (JYO). Under the 
direction of Janice Mautner Markham, this incredible en-
semble has been invited to perform at a number of differ-
ent venues including events for the Israeli Consulate, Ho-
locaust Museum LA, and the Nixon Presidential Library. 
They are also often asked to perform for local events in 
the Jewish community. As the years have passed, it has 
been more difficult to get together since the young par-
ticipants come from many different communities around 
our region. They are also aging out, and with COVID these 
last two years, it has been difficult to recruit new mem-
bers. In spite of these obstacles, Janice has been able to 
bring together a number of talented youth musicians to 
participate in our events, including online performances.  
We are hoping to continue this program in-person this 
coming Fall.

Up until now, we have had a few Visual Arts Exhibitions. 
Inviting Jewish visual artists from the community, we 
often add an exhibition to our winter concerts as well as 
showcase different artists at our Jewish Federation offices 
in Monrovia. 

Every two years, we offer a community trip to Israel. I 
have led numerous trips to Israel with my husband. We 
are preparing for our next community trip this October.  
This is one of our favorite things to do… to share our 
Israel with others. Although we typically visit many of the 
regular tourist and religious sites, we also make an effort 
to vary our stops at different places depending on the 
time of year so everyone gets the most out of the experi-
ence. We usually travel from the Tel Aviv area, through 
Northern Israel, driving down to the Dead Sea and ending 
up in Jerusalem for several days to conclude our trips.  

Jewish Cultural Arts can include many things and we are 
always looking for people to get involved or participate. If 
you, or anyone you know, are interested, have questions 
or suggestions, or want to learn more about any of our 
Cultural Arts programs, please contact us by sending an 
email to jsofer@jewishsgpv.org or calling 626-445-0810.

Cantor Judy Sofer
Cultural Arts Program Coordinator 



PJ LIBRARY’S STORYBOOK WALK IN THE PARK  
PJ Library families celebrated 
Purim at our very first Story 
Walk in the Park, and it was 
our first in-person event 
in more than two years. 
Families traveled through the 
pages of a Purim book and 
completed special projects at 
each stop. There were cos-
tumes to don, photos to take, 
and hamantaschen to eat. The families made Care Bags 
for the unhoused and swapped gently loved PJ Library 
books. A balloon artist crafted works of art for each child 
and we learned what it means to be a hero. Families were 
engaged and the enthusiasm was palpable.  
 
 
GRUMPY OLD MEN  
In March, our JFed Players 
returned to an indoor stage 
with in-person performances 
of the musical adaption of the 
movie Grumpy Old Men. With 
a cast and crew of almost 30, 
over 400 people attended 
one of the performances and 
many raved about the production. 

Our actors captured the lovably crotchety characters 
through humor, great songs, and the affectionate depic-
tion of a small town that feels like home to everyone. 
And, like previous productions, we had many community 
members join our JFed Players for the first time. 
 
 
HOLOCAUST STAGED PLAY READING  
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID, the Jewish Federa-
tion partnered once again with the Pasadena Playhouse 
to perform this year’s Holocaust Staged Play Reading of 
The Diary of Anne Frank, dramatized by Frances Goodrich 
and Albert Hackett. Our JFed Players graced the Pasa-
dena Playhouse stage and 
brought this well-known 
story to life and captured 
the attention (and emotion) 
of all those who attended. 
This performance was part 
of the 6th Annual National 
Jewish Theater Founda-
tion Holocaust Theater 
International Initiative – Remembrance Readings. It was 
the fourth time the Jewish Federation and the Pasadena 
Playhouse partnered to do this type of performance. 

 

What we have done... FEBRUARY - JUNE 2022FEBRUARY - JUNE 2022

The Chesed Society brings  
together visionary leaders and  

supporters who are dedicated to 
help the Jewish Federation build and 

strengthen the Jewish community 
here in the greater San Gabriel and 

Pomona Valleys. 

Consider joining fellow  
supporters by becoming part of the  

Chesed Society.

To learn more and join contact 
Jason Moss:

Email: jmoss@jewishsgpv.org 
Phone: 626-445-0810 x 305

2022 CHESED SOCIETY MEMBERS

VISIONARY 
($10,000 and above)
Bob Aronoff
Francine Katz
Harvey & Ellen Knell
Jerry & Terri Kohl
Henry & Rita Krieger
Barbara Ryder Levinson
Samuel & Ferrel Salen
Mark & Arleen Segal
David & Gail Snyder
Eugene & Mindy Stein
Alan & Sandy Whitman
Amy Whitman

LEADER 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Marcia E. Alper
Nikki Ann &  
Howard Applebaum
Neil Brown & 
Karen Hochman Brown
Alexandra Douglas
Ruth & Richard Goldstein
Dr. Eve Kirschner
Michael & Deborah Klein
Lori & Bob McKenna
Debby & Jack Singer
Loretta & Lester Slifkin
Julie Solberg &  
Ted Chandler

SUSTAINER 
($2,500 - $4,999)
William & Francine Baker
Mary Ann &  
Michael Bernath
Ira & Virginia Blitz
Judith & Philip Callahan
John & Nancy Carlton
Sidney & Milly Jones
Sheila & Stanley Kay
Stuart & Stacy Miller
Athalia F. Rotter
Katherine & Jacob Sapiro
Ruth Slater
Sandra Turkel
Rita Warshaw

BUILDER 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Lynette Austin 
Paul & Josette Bellan
Sidney & Helene Blumner
Bonnie Buratti &  
Kai S. Lam
Eri & Judith Cohen
Dr. Stephen Forman
Ellen Gervase
Gretchen & Gary Gilbert
Josh & Sharon Golberg
Margery &  
Gerald Goldman
Edeena & Brian Gordon

Kenneth Gross &
Jan-Jan Wu
Valerie Gumbiner Weiss &  
Aaron Weiss
Bryan & Marina Jick
Janet Kadin
David & Ina Labowitz
Scott & Susan Marnoy
Michael & Agnes McGaha
Dr. Mildred Milgrom
Joshia & Janice Pais
Oran Reznik & 
Julie Albrecht-Reznik
Ruth Roberts
Paul & Linda Rourman
James & Denise Schaefer
Jack & Diane Schuster
Alice Shulman
Michael & Tamara Silver
Dr. Laura L. Sirott
Wayne & Laura Stam
Steve & Rene Steinberg
Miriam Teltser
David & Myra Weiss
Jonathon & Sarah Weisz

As of July 1, 2022



2022 FALL PLAY

SATURDAY
September 10 & 17 at 8 pm

 

SUNDAY
September 11 & 18 at 4 pm

 

WEDNESDAY
September 14 at 7:30 pm

 

THURSDAY
September 15 at 7:30 pm

 
 
 

PERFORMANCES TICKETS

For tickets, visit:
www.jewishsgpv.org
or call: 626.445.0810

Porticos Art Space
2033 E. Washington Blvd.

Pasadena, CA 

Premium $35 
General $25

Group (10+)/ Student $20 
 
 

SHIR DELIGHTS  
In May, Kol HaEmek held its 
12th annual concert at Temple 
Beth David, Temple City. The 
audience enjoyed a wonderful 
performance that was filled 
with an impressive repertoire 
of music, including liturgical, 
Yiddish, and more contempo-
rary pieces.   

 
ADOPTED IHRA’S WORKING DEFINITION
OF ANTISEMITISM  
After being contacted by a 
community member request-
ing that the Jewish Federa-
tion adopt International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance’s 
(IHRA) working definition 
of antisemitism, the Jewish 
Federation’s Board voted to 
adopt the following work-
ing definition: “Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, 
which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical 
and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed to-
ward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, 
toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.” 

In so doing, our Jewish Federation joined more than 865 
international organizations (including over 50 national 
Jewish organizations), governments, municipalities, Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs), universities, athletic 
clubs, corporations, and other groups that have adopted 
the definition. 
 
 
CAMP GAN SHALOM  
Camp Gan Shalom is off to an exciting start! Our Kehilla 
(entering K-5th grade) campers have baked challah and 
shaker lemon pies, performed 
theater games, choreo-
graphed a dance, and played 
soccer, basketball, handball, 
four-square, and so much 
more. Our Manheegim (6th–8th 
grade) campers have traveled 
to Golf N’ Stuff, California Sci-
ence Center, and the beach! 
And, of course, our campers have enjoyed our exciting 
Friday-theme Pixar Day, Pirate Day, and Maccabiah to 
name just a few. Thanks to all the families who are sharing 
their  children with us and to all our generous supporters 
for making our programs possible! 

FEBRUARY - JUNE 2022FEBRUARY - JUNE 2022

PJ Library sends free Jewish  
children’s books to families 

across the world every month. 
 

To learn more about PJ Library, contact  
Jewish Federation’s PJ Library Program Director 

Debby Singer
pjlibrary@jewishsgpv.org 

call 626.445.0810

https://jewishsgpv.org/our-work/cultural-arts/jfedplayers
http://https://jewishsgpv.org/our-work/families-with-children/pj-library-corner
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here for

good

Jewish Federation 
is Here For Good

We have been for 
over 100 years. 

And with your 
help we will be 
for generations 

to come.

This year, we will continue to 
reach out to those in need, find 
innovative ways to engage with 
our community and make sure 
Good  grows right here in the 
greater San Gabriel and Pomona 
Valleys.

Just as we have in the past. 
Just as we will in the future. 
Because together, we are
Here For Good. www.jewishsgpv.org

Help Us be
here for

Good
 

In a world filled with 
unprecedented need, Jewish 

Federation not only rose to the 
occasion, but thrived. 

We were able to do so because 
of the generous support we 
have received in the past. 

Please give what you can today, 
so that Good  can continue to 

grow throughout our community 
now and in the future.

For over 100 years,  
Jewish Federations have been  

Here For Good.

And with your help,  
we’re not going anywhere.  

 
Donate today!

www.jewishsgpv.org/make-your-impact

https://jewishsgpv.org/make-your-impact

