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Dear Friends,

We hope you and your family had a wonderful High Holidays this year. This time of 
year always seems to be the busiest at our Jewish Federation. We are getting ready 
for some of our most prominent programs of the year, including our 24th Annual 
Jewish Book Festival, our 15th Annual Festival of Jewish Music, our 28th Annual 
Meeting in January, and our 5th Every Person Has a Name, our community’s 25-
hour Holocaust commemoration event in recognition of UN International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day.

In this issue of our Federation FOCUS newsletter, we highlight the upcoming 
Jewish Book Festival (our largest one to date), featuring 13 authors. This year, we 
are excited to debut our first One Book, One Community event. We hope that by 
encouraging the entire community to read the same book, Jai Chakrabarti’s A Play 
for the End of the World, we will strengthen connections with people throughout our 
community.

In addition, this issue includes thoughts and comments we recently received from 
community members about what they like most about our Jewish Federation and 
the value they say the organization adds to our community. There is also a look 
back at some of the work we did over the last several months, including the imple-
mentation of our Comprehensive Community-wide Security Plan to help keep our 
community safer in light of the current climate in which American Jewish world 
finds itself today.

Even with everything we have coming up in the next few months, we are continu-
ing to explore new ways to engage and support the community’s needs. Thank-you 
for the ongoing support and participation we receive from community members 
like you. Together, we are building community and enhancing Jewish life in our area. 

Julie S. Solberg     Jason Moss
President      Executive Director
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OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY
What do you like most about our Jewish Federation and what value does 
it add to our community? 

Pais Family | Jewish Federation’s 21st Annual Meeting

What we like best is how the organization continues 
to bring our local synagogues closer and works to help 
them all. Because of this, we continue to support our 
Jewish Federation. 

- Josh and Jan Pais 

David & Ina Labowitz | Jewish Federation’s Israel Trip

We appreciate the fact that the organization monitors, 
coordinates, and disseminates information about the 
Jewish congregations and other Jewish activities hap-
pening in the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. 
And we value that the Jewish Federation is front-and- 
center in any anti-Semitic problems in the community 
and coordinates needed responses. The Federation 
is invaluable in keeping the local Jewish community 
informed and connected in so many ways. Because of 
these reasons and many more, we strongly support our 
Jewish Federation. 

- David and Ina Labowitz A few happy campers | Camp Gan Shalom

Our family loves Camp Gan Shalom. The kids wait for 
the camp the whole year. It is a great opportunity to 
be part of the Jewish community through this camp. It 
allows our kids to get the Jewish values, and to benefit 
from small groups with great staff. Through their experi-
ences, we feel a part of the community and have devel-
oped close personal relationships with the people who 
work at the Jewish Federation.

- Naama and Alon Philosof

Congresswoman Judy Chu and Gretchen Gilbert 
Jewish Federation’s 18th Annual Meeting

Our Jewish Federation brings people together across 
the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys through 
shared events and programs that individual congrega-
tions cannot do since the effort should span our area 
in order to permit community building. By serving as a 
voice for a large community to an even wider commu-
nity of non-Jews and politicians in our area and beyond, 
our Jewish Federation adds value to the greater Jewish 
community through advocacy and information-sharing. 

- Gretchen and Gary Gilbert



OUR VISION

The Jewish Federation is a resource 
for everything Jewish in the greater 

San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. 
We are a safe place for people to 
find their way into and connect 
with both their Judaism and the 

Jewish community. The programs 
and services we provide celebrate 
the Jewish community and create 

opportunities for people to engage 
with the beauty and richness of 

Jewish culture. And we are the Jew-
ish voice for our local community, 
the eyes and ears that serve to lo-
cally educate and promote Judaism 

and Jewish life.
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Nancy Carlton, Aty Rotter and Julie Solberg 
Jewish Federation’s Chesed Society Reception

The Jewish Federation is friendly, inclusive and offers 
many learning opportunities. I have made many great 
friends through the Jewish Federation and have en-
joyed the JFed Players and all their theater events. PJ 
Library has been a wonderful outreach for my grand-
daughters. Being able to give back by having the op-
portunity to volunteer and help the Jewish Federation 
is something high on my list. And, the Jewish Federation 
keeps the community aware of all Jewish things hap-
pening in the area.

- Aty Rotter 

Kristy Bash & Edie Taylor 
Jewish Federation’s JFed Players production of The Twilight Zone

Our Federation covers the entire San Gabriel and Po-
mona Valleys. Even those who are not temple members 
can be involved with our Jewish Federation, and many 
are. I love being part of the Jewish Federation as they 
put on programs that the temples cannot do and I get to 
meet more people from other temples. I appreciate the 
big things you can do, like the community fund-raising 
efforts following natural disasters. It gives me a chance 
to make a bigger difference by helping those in need. 

- Edie Taylor



How has being involved with the Jewish Federation’s Jewish Book Festival  
impacted you? What have you gained by being part of it?

I have been a part of the Jewish Book Festi-
val for a very long time and have developed 
very good and lasting friendships from it. I 
also seem to have become a face/person as-
sociated with the Jewish Federation through-
out the community. People know who I am 
and stop and have conversations with me, 
suggesting books and authors that we should 
consider for future festivals.

 - Myra Weiss

I love reading new books, finding new au-
thors, and sharing them with others. Work-
ing with intelligent women who also share a 
connection to Judaism and a love of reading 
has expanded my list of interests in books on 
diverse topics. There are so many interesting 
stories about Jewish life and history to tell. 
It’s been a nice way to reconnect with people 
in my own synagogue and widen my network 
to meet new people involved in other syna-
gogues and Jewish organizations.  

- Denise Schaefer 

As a secular, non-religious Jew, being a part 
of this incredible program has given me an 
opportunity to deepen my connection with 
our Jewish community and strengthen my 
Jewish identity. Plus, I have deeply enjoyed 
interacting with fellow book-lovers and  
sharing my love of books and reading with a 
broader community.  

- Linda Mazur 

Favorite Book:
The Personal Librarian 

by Marie Benedict

Favorite Genre:
Historical Fiction

Jewish Book Festival 
Committee member 

since 1999
(Committee Chair/Co-Chair

1999, 2000, 2012-2017)

What is a book you 
recommend?: 

Anxious People  
by Fredrik Backman

Favorite Genre: 
Fiction  

Especially literary or 
historical

Jewish Book Festival 
Committee member 

since 2021

Jewish Book Festival
THE IMPACT OF OUR

To register and learn more about the 24th Annual Jewish Book Festival visit: 
www.jewishsgpv.org/jewish-book-festival

What is a book you 
recommend?: 

All books by Erik 
Larson

Favorite Genre:
Historical Non-Fiction 

Jewish Book Festival 
Committee member 

since 2018
(Committee Chair since 2020)



Jewish Book Festival
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT

The Jewish Book Festival (JBF) is one of the many ways our 
Jewish Federation works to bring our community closer 
together. This annual festival begins in late October and runs 
through the first week in December. The events are held 
throughout the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. With 
this broad effort, we are able to bring to life our Jewish heri-
tage, culture, and warmth.

For the last 24 years, we have brought over 250 authors to 
talk about and 
share their books 
with our local com-
munity. Topics have 
included everything 
from cookbooks 
highlighting Jew-
ish recipes from 
around the world 
to historical fic-
tion, current events 
and Jewish humor, 
biographies about 
Jewish musicians, and many more. And for the last several 
years we have partnered with the University of LaVerne to 
hold a Holocaust-related event in observance of Kristallnacht. 

Two key groups help make our annual festival possible each 
year. The first group is our Jewish Book Festival Committee. 
For close to nine months, these dedicated and committed 
community members work tirelessly on every aspect of the 
Jewish Book Festival. With the support of our Literary Circle, 
community members who support the festival, we have had 
an incredibly diverse collection of festivals over the years.

So, what is the process to put on our Jewish Book Festival 
each year? How does the Committee decide which authors 
to invite? When does the process begin? I hope this behind-
the-scenes look helps to illustrate the time and attention that 
goes into each year’s Jewish Book Festival.

Beginning in March, the Book Committee starts to meet and 
discuss the upcoming festival, including ways to enhance 
it by using information from the previous year’s attendee 
survey. Committee members also begin suggesting possible 
authors who may be a good fit for our community.

As April rolls around, meetings continue, and preparations 
are made to attend the annual Jewish Book Conference in 
May, sponsored by 
the National Jew-
ish Book Council 
(JBC). The Com-
mittee also begins 
its outreach to 
learn what authors 
nearby Jewish 
communities are 
considering. In 
addition, possible 
event venues are 
discussed.

At some point in May, the JBC provides a list of authors who 

are planning to attend the conference. Before the JBC Con-
ference, the Committee (with the help of our advanced read-
ers) begins reviewing as many books as possible. Then, during 
the Conference, each author offers a 2-minute presentation 
about their book and shows us their presentation styles. 
(Think of it as author speed-dating.) Following the Confer-
ence, the JBF Committee has a narrow time-frame to discuss 
the authors, and whether they feel they would be a good fit 
for our community, before they submit their requests to the 
JBC in early June. This year, the Committee had to consider 
which author would be a perfect fit for our inaugural “One 
Book, One Community” event.  

Sometimes, we need to submit additional requests if our 
requested authors are not available once we hear back from 
the JBC in July of what authors we were able to secure. This 
is when the next phase in the Jewish Book Festival planning 
begins, as the work for each event starts with the Committee 
members deciding who will co-chair each event. They then 
begin working with the authors and the venues to create 
each event.  

Once the authors are confirmed in August, we begin devel-
oping the marketing materials, including our brochure. The 
JBF Committee begins its discussion about the look and feel 
of each event. At this time, we announce the Jewish Book 
Festival’s author line-up to the community. 

By September, the 
marketing materi-
als are printed and 
mailed to our com-
munity. The event 
Co-chairs continue 
their work on 
their respective 
events, and we 
start receiving the 
first event registra-
tions. 

In early October, all of the event plans are finalized, and we 
kick-off the Jewish Federation’s Jewish Book Festival with 
our first event. It continues through November and ends on 
the first week of December. 

As our Jewish Book Festival concludes, attendee evaluations 
are sent out, and the Committee meets to do its post-Festival 
recap. Thank-you emails and letters are sent out to the au-
thors, venues, and to everyone who helped make our Jewish 
Book Festival possible.  

We then start the process all over again each year in March.

If you, or anyone you know, are interested, have any ques-
tions or suggestions, or want to learn more about our Jewish 
Book Festival, please contact us by sending 
an email to rrussell@jewishsgpv.org or calling 
626.445.0810. 

Rebecca Russell 
Program and Community Outreach Director



EVERY PERSON HAS A NAME
25-HOUR  

HOlOcaUst RemembRance  
event 

JANUARY 21, 2023, 7 P.M. -  
JANUARY 22, 2023, 8 P.M. 

SAVE THE DATE

CAMP GAN SHALOM 
Camp Gan Shalom concluded 
another successful summer 
with campers (and parents) 
raving about their experiences. 
Highlights from the summer 
included our camp field trips, 
friendly camp staff, special 
Friday activities, making chal-
lah, and many other activi-
ties. When asked why they chose to attend this summer, 
parents commented that their kids had the most fun every 
year. Plus, giving them a sense of community and a place 
where they could be with other Jewish youth was high on 
their list. Many are already talking about next summer and 
campers cannot wait to return. 

PJ LIBRARY’S FAMILY PLAYDATE AT THE PARK WITH 
BUBBLES 
On the last Sunday of July, 
PJ Library families gathered 
in Monrovia’s Library Park 
to mark the end of the sum-
mer season. Bubblemania 
Inc. provided pools of soapy 
water and giant bubble wands 
of all shapes and sizes which 
created magical iridescent de-
signs that floated upwards to the delight of children and 
parents alike. Ice pops, crafts, and a book swap also added 
to a very festive say good-bye to summer day.

LETTERS SENT TO PUBLIC SCHOOL  
SUPERINTENDENTS
Twice a year, the Jewish Federation sends a letter to our 
community’s public school Superintendents reminding 
them of when the Jewish holidays are during the year and 
sharing this information with their district’s school princi-
pals and administration. The letter also reminds them that, 
according to California’s Education Code, no student is 
allowed to be penalized in any way for missing school due 
to a religious observance. We hope that by sending the 
letters, along with an 8-year Jewish holiday calendar, our 
community’s public schools will avoid scheduling impor-
tant school events on one of the holidays. 

HIGH HOLIDAYS RESOURCE GUIDE
For the last several years, we have put together a series 
of emailed holiday-related 
guides (i.e. High Holidays, 
Hanukkah, and Passover) as a 
resource for the community. 
Included in each guide is a 
collection of links to interest-
ing articles, holiday-related 
activities for families, recipes 
and more. Our hope is that 
these guides help members 
of our community prepare for 
and get the most out of celebrating the upcoming Jewish 
holidays and festivals.

What we have done... JULY - OCTOBER 2022JULY - OCTOBER 2022

The Chesed Society brings  
together visionary leaders and  

supporters who are dedicated to 
help the Jewish Federation build and 

strengthen the Jewish community 
here in the greater San Gabriel and 

Pomona Valleys. 

Consider joining fellow  
supporters by becoming part of the  

Chesed Society.

To learn more and join, contact 
Jason Moss:

Email: jmoss@jewishsgpv.org 
Phone: 626-445-0810 x 305



A LITTLE PIECE OF HEAVEN
In September, our JFed Play-
ers returned to the stage to 
perform our fall play, A Little 
Piece of Heaven. With a cast 
and crew of over 20, those 
who attended the perfor-
mances not only raved about 
the production, but many 
commented how the show 
was the best one the JFed Players have done and how in-
credible the set was. This production included many new 
community members who participated for the first time. 

GAN KATAN
Gan Katan (Hebrew for “our 
little garden”) began blossom-
ing, in person, again this fall, 
after a Covid hiatus when we 
Zoomed to stay connected 
with our families. The parent-
ing group, geared to families 
with kids ages 0-2, meets 
twice a month at the Jewish 
Federation office. Engaging with other families to create a 
caring community is the focus of this innovative program 
which brings families together to celebrate holidays, to 
sing and dance, to tell stories, to learn a little Hebrew and 
to just hang-out. 

PJ LIBRARY’S HIGH HOLIDAY ENGAGEMENT KIT
At this High Holiday season, 
some 40 PJ Library families 
received the makings for de-
licious honey cupcakes deliv-
ered to their door by one of 
our PJ Library team member 
or their friendly Postperson. 
A mason jar filled with dry 
ingredients, a jar of honey, 
bee-u-tiful decorations, and 
a game for the family were included in this yummy gift bag 
with the promise of a very sweet year.

COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY-WIDE  
SECURITY PLAN
Shortly after the hostage situation at the Colleyville, Texas 
synagogue in January, our Federation began working with 
Secure Community Network (SCN), to develop a security 
plan for the community. In August, we announced and im-
plemented our Comprehensive Community-wide Security 
Plan. The purpose of the security plan is to keep the com-
munity informed and establish continuity around security 
throughout the local Jewish community. The plan includes 
ongoing security trainings in partnership with SCN. In ad-
dition, we have asked our local law enforcement agencies 
and the FBI to work with synagogues in their respective 
jurisdictions to conduct security site assessments of their 
facilities.

JULY - OCTOBER 2022JULY - OCTOBER 2022

You are cordially invited to join us for the

28th ANNUAL MEETING
of the Jewish Federation of the Greater  

San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys

Sunday, January 8, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Temple Beth Israel of Pomona

Guest speakers: 
Josh Rawitch 

President, National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 
&

Peter Dreier
Author of two baseball-related books 

There will be no solicitation of funds

SAVE THE DATE
15th AnnuAl 

FestivAl oF  
Jewish Music
A celebration of  
Jewish music  
featuring: 
Kol HaEmek,  
Jewish Youth Orchestra  
and local cantors  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
AT 3 PM 

TO REGISTER VISIT 
WWW.JEWISHSGPV.ORG
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Right now, as you read this, your gift is powering life-changing 
moments across your community. 

In the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys, you create 
countless opportunities for those in need of a connection 
while also imagining new programs that keep the spirit of 

innovation alive.

In your community, you’re powering all things Jewish –  
from community theater to inspiring future leaders.  

There isn’t a single aspect of Jewish life  
that your gift doesn’t impact.

 

Your gift to the Jewish Federation powers It All.
donate today

www.jewishsgpv.org/make-your-impact


