
I’m Right, You’re Wrong Jewish Debate 
You know the joke - two Jews, three opinions.  Our tradition, both

ancient and modern, is full of instances of Jewish debate. Learn how
to construct an argument to defend your position.  This class will

formally debate contentious issues throughout Jewish history.

If you were the Rabbi, What Would You Do? 
 Each day, Rabbis are faced with tough questions.  The answers to
these “whats”, “whys” & “hows” help Jews celebrate & make good
choices.  Work with Rabbi Adler on putting yourself into the shoes of
the Rabbis to answer some of today’s tough questions.

Movements of Change 
We all know that modern day Judaism is comprised of movements.

But why is that? What are the movements all about and how did
they start? What do they all stand for? What if your views and beliefs

don’t align with any of the movements? We’ll take a look at the
history of the various movements in modern day Judaism, hear from

local Rabbis, come up with our optimal movement, and more.

Yiddish through TikTok
In 'Yiddish of TikTok,' we will be exploring the wonderful world of
Yiddish culture! From music to food to Yiddish TV, there are a lot of
Yiddish gems waiting for you to discover in this class. Have you
always wanted to learn how to introduce yourself in Yiddish? Or
how to ward away the evil eye? Then this class is for you. But most
importantly, we will be diving into the small but ever-growing world
of Yiddish TikTok and we might even make a few TikToks ourselves.

Staying Positive: Building Spiritual Resilience in
Challenging 

Times From juggling homework, extracurriculars and friends, to
starting to think and prepare for college, high school can be

stressful!  When you add a global pandemic, it can be a really
challenging time.   Come build your personal approach to stay

Happy, Healthy and Joyful in the presence of pressure.

Express Yourself: Jewish Art
This hands-on class uses a variety of media to create one-of-a-kind
Jewish art pieces that you can actually use and enjoy.  If you like to
create things, this class is for you.
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Jews in the New World
Knowing our past allows you to tell the future. American Jewish life
is as old as our country, and some of the formative experiences of
early American Jews still strongly influence our community and our
identity today. Together, let's explore some primary sources (letters,
documents, journals) of early American Jews as they faced core
challenges in building the American Jewish community. We will
also look at how those experiences shape your Jewish experience
today.

Values Trail Mix 
Our values become valuable when they guide our decision making

process. Together, let's explore what values guide your decisions,
and how you can use them to strengthen and develop your identity.

These sessions will focus on values-based decision making, and it all
starts with making some values trail mix!

Through a Jewish Lens 
Pictures tell the stories of all of those things that are important to
us. Whether you use a camera or your cell phone, you can find
scenes of Judaism all around. Work with Jewish text and your 
own photography to see how tradition is translated into today. 
Teens must have access to a digital camera or a cell phone 
camera and have the ability to share their pictures via email.

The Great Debates
Who can argue it best? We will approach each question with open

minds as two small groups try to convince a third that their opinion
is best. Who can use logic, reason, data, and strong opinions to

convince the judges that they are right?

Puzzle Me This: Parsha Style
Using puzzles, brain teasers, and riddles we will explore the weekly
Torah portion and uncover how it can be relevant to us in 2021.

 
Israeli Politics & Current Events

Israel is going to elections for the fourth time in two years. Using
newspapers, twitter, TikTok and polling data/results we will learn

how Israeli politics works in live time and better understand the
major issues & conflicts which have occupied the Israeli political

agenda since its inception until today.

The Torah as Science
 Did the creation of the world actually happen as described in
Genesis? Did the 10 plagues really happen as described in 
Exodus? More generally, can the Torah be read as a scientific
document? And more importantly, is the answer to that question
important? We’ll explore all sorts of answers to this question and try
to figure out the best way, for us as a class, to think about the roles of
science and religion.



Knitting for Good
We have the opportunity to create positive change in ourselves,
 our community, and in the world.  In this class, we will learn how
 to knit (or crochet) while using the craft to benefit charities in our
community.  Each session we will explore organizations and
movements that are making a difference today and will challenge
ourselves to be agents of change, stitch by stitch.  No previous knitting
experience needed. 

Israeli: History and Society 
In seeking to create a radical new society, Israelis have created a 

unique culture that blends traditional Jewish culture in its Middle
Eastern, Western European, and Eastern European forms. We will

explore Israeli history and the development of Israeli culture through
a focus on the central questions that have both unified and divided

Israeli society.

Jewish Influencers
In this class we will explore the must follow Jewish influencers on
Instagram, TikTok and more featuring inspiring messages, photos 
and videos from Jews around the world.  A social media account 
is not required for this class.

CBI Confirmation
 10th graders can take confirmation classes with CBI clergy, exploring

relevant Jewish issues and questions. A highlight of Confirmation is
participation in the L’Taken Seminar at the Religious Action Center,

the legislative advocacy arm of the Union for Reform Judaism in
Washington, DC. Students learn about Jewish perspectives on

contemporary U.S. policy issues and meet with Connecticut
congressional representatives to advocate a position.

 
Teen Leadership & Philanthropy Initiative (TLPI)
Imagine yourself on a Foundation Board where you evaluate
programs and allocate money to worthy causes. How will you decide
which ones to fund? That is the focus of the Jewish Teen Leadership
and Philanthropy Initiative (TLPI). Students learn about leadership
and philanthropy from a Jewish perspective, then by visiting
agencies and seeing first-hand the many services they provide,
students learn about how our community is organized and
supported.  They learn to analyze grant proposals, prioritize need
and actually fund meaningful projects. TLPI teaches teens that they
can make a tangible difference in the world, starting right now.
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