
THE CLEVELAND CHESED CENTER 
Putting food (and much more) into the hands of our Jewish neighbors  

RESPONDING  TO POVERTY IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Career development & benefits center  
GESHER CLEVELAND 



2011 GREATER CLEVELAND 
JEWISH POPULATION STUDY 

Stability and 

opportunity 

Surprising findings drive change and action 



Two Key Findings 

òThere is significant economic 
vulnerability within the 
Cleveland Jewish communityó 

òThe Cleveland 
Jewish community is 
a caring community  
and those seeking 
assistance turn to 
the community for 
helpó 



Clevelandõs Jewish community by the 
numbers: 

Å 38,000 Jewish households 

Å 80,000 Jewish people 

Å 23% children (under 18) 

Å 58% adults (age 18 to 64) 

Å 19% seniors (age 65+) 



Economic Vulnerability in Our Community  
Surprising findings from the 2011 Population study.  
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Economic 
Vulnerability in Our 

Community 
Surprising findings from the 

2011 Population study.  

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 

[PERCENTA
GE] 

Just 
Managing to 
Make Ends 

Meet 
36% 

Comfortable  
44% 

Has Extra 
Money 

8% 

Well Off  
7% 



How does our community compare? 
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Percent of Jewish families 
living at or below 200% FPIG  

Å The generally accepted definition of 

Poverty is household income within 

200% FPIG 

Å 2019 level for a family of 2 = 

$29K annually 

Å 12% of families reported incomes 

below 150% FPIG 

Å 7% reported household income 

between 150 - 200% FPIG 

 



TASK FORCE ON FINANCIAL 

DISTRESS 
What can we do 

about it? 


