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With increasing concern of anti-Semitism on
campus, Rutgers president meets with
Jewish leaders

by Debra Rubin Bsrare | HEIEE

NJIN Bureau Chief
February 7, 2018
Rutgers University president Robert Barchi met  sovermisenents
with state federation executives and Jewish
leaders on Jan. 25 after three professors
engaged in anti-Semitic or anti-Israel activities
in recent months.

"The federation executives were very much
concerned about how the controversy was
tarnishing the reputation of Rutgers as a
welcoming place for Jewish students,” New
Jersey State Association of Jewish Federations
executive director Jacob Toporek told NJIN.

In the months since these issues came to light,
students, parents of prospective and current
students, and alumni have reached out to OUR TERRACE DECK 18 N
Rutgers Hillel to discuss the perception that the LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BEGINNING
New Brunswick campus is rife with anti-
Semitism.

Sister Rose Therlng Fund

"I don't think anti-Semitism is as serious a
problem as these incidents would have you ? v/ (/Qﬂ}@i
believe,” said Rutgers Hillel executive director y g MARILYN ROSENBAUM

Andrew Getraer, who attended the meeting

held in Barchi’s office on the Old Queens JUNE 5.2018 »
campus. "If you asked, nine out of 10 students
would tell you Rutgers is not an anti-Semitic campus, but nine out of 10 students would also tell you
that they've experienced an anti-Semitic incident.”

Inflammatory posts were found on the Facebook page of Michael Chikindas, a professor of
microbiology in the Department of Food Sciences, in late 2017, In one he wrote that Judaism is "the
most racist religion in the world,” and in another that Israel is “a terrorist country,” the goal of which
is “the genocidal extermination of the land's native population, Palestinians.”

Approximately six weeks later, Chikindas was suspended from teaching core classes, required to take
sensitivity training, and removed from his role as director of the department's Center for Digestive
Health.

Another faculty member, Jasbir Puar, an associate professor in the Department of Women’s and
Gender Studies, has a history of anti-Israel writings, and she makes several defamatory claims about
the Jewish state in her newest book, "The Right to Maim: Debility, Capacity, Disability” (Duke
University Press, 2017), including writing that Israel has designated Palestinians as “available for
injury.”

A third, Mazen Adi, an adjunct professor in Rutgers' political science department, served in Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime for 16 years. He claimed during a 2012 UN Security Council
meeting that “international gangs led by some Israeli officials are now trafficking children’s organs.”

Barchi informed those at the Jan. 25 meeting that Adi is not currently employed at Rutgers and has
not taught at the school since the summer of 2017, accerding to a statement from the Jewish
Federation in the Heart of NJ.

Marlene Herman of Edison, who will take over from Gordon Haas as president of the State Association
in July, said that at the meeting, Barchi and other university officials indicated that they were open to
ongoing dialogue and suggestions on combatting anti-Semitism.

“He was patient and listened to us. He wanted to understand where we were coming from,” she said.
"We understand he has to walk a tightrope with issues of free speech and tenure. We were scheduled
to meet for an hour and he gave us an hour and 45 minutes, so he gave us the time to really discuss
issues.”

Also in attendance was Keith Krivitzky, CEO of the Jewish Federation in the Heart of New Jersey, who
said he was disappointed that it took the president so long to react to the situation. Barchi, Krivitzky
said, "could have responded better and more proactively,” and acts of hate should "be called out
when they happen.”

He added, "My perception coming out of this meeting is that the university administration feels it
needs to manage and balance the sensitivities of many groups on campus such as the large Muslim
population.”

During the meeting it was announced that Rutgers is convening a full-day sympesium on diversity,
inclusion, and tolerance scheduled for March 27, 2018. The symposium will address concerns about
anti-Semitism and other incidents of bias and hate on campus, according to the State Association. No
further details were provided

Barchi also released a statement, in which he said Rutgers “has a fundamental commitment to
provide an environment where our students can discover their passions free from fears of
discrimination or religious bias. I am grateful to the members of the state federations for meeting
with e to discuss strategies for combatting anti-Semitism and other foims of bigotiy on our
campuses.”

Others in attendance included Haas; Roy Tanzman, chairman of the Board for Rutgers Hillel; Leonard
Cole, co-chair of the Jewish Agency for Israel’s Task Force on Global Anti-Semitism; and Geri Palast,
executive director of the Israel Action Network.

No Rutgers students were at the meeting
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RABBI DR. BERNHARD senberg

ROSENBERG March 27, 2016 6:26 pm

February 12, 2018 A RABBI and teacher at Rutgers is harassed and threatened and the
media and Jewish organizations are silent Why? what is the status of this
report never heard back
1 met with the Rutgers police months ago and nothing has been
accomplished .A former students harassed me and called me anti-Semitic
names because I gave that student a B+. I have been REPORTING for
years there is anti-Semitism at Rutgers and 1 experienced it directly in
the past . ANTI -ZIONISM on RUTGERS campus. When 1 complained
years ago that this was evident in my class room , I was not
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believed......TRUTH BE TOLD 4 hours ago (edited)
aermhard Rosenbera shut the f up fe

+Beimihard Rosenberg shit the f up jew. you E
deserved an A in your class you gave me a fucking b+ bitch ass zienist?.,

Wst scuim,

Rutger’s police have notified me that the e mail address for this former
student can not be found. Not a single call from the presidents office or
communications dept. where I TAUGHT.

president@rutgers.edu, ASK THEM WHY? The truth is people want to be
politically correct. Muslims are respected on campus , while I am called
these names.

Child of survivors of Pretty sad and disturbing that a local prominent Rabbi and former
the Holocaust educator at Rutgers is ignored.
February 12, 2018

RABBI DR. BERNHARD taught at Rutgers for over 20 years. Can prove there is anti-Semitism.

ROSENBERG was rated 4.9 out of 5.0 on rate your prafesscr. No one seems to care.
February 13, 2018 But they love the Muslims and protect them.,
RebY.EbY.L. Rabbi Rosenberg,

February 13, 2018
1 am sorry for the ant-Semitism you experienced at Rutgers.

So-called anti-Muslim bias is the only real concerns of the power-that-be
at Rutgers. After all, Islam is a religion of peace. Actually, the Koran is a
violent, brutal, and mysogynistic work that advocates suppressing and
conquering all non-Muslims. And henor killings. And rape. And female
genital mutilation,

Yes, the Torah describes some pretty extreme punishments. e.g. eye for
an eye, etc; stoning for Sabbath violators. However, CHAZAL (i.e. the
sages) elucidate and enlighten to actually show that civil adjudication
prevails in far greater cases than capital punishment.

The Koran has no codified rational authority of moderation. While there
are peaceful Muslims - and in great numbers - they are suppressed by a
fundamentalist ideology that is depraved, violent, and imperialistic.

According to intelligence sources, 10% of the world's Muslims arc
radicalized. 1 billion Muslims in the world today. Do the math.

Baruch Goldstein, zt'l, performed a courageous act in 1994. Contrary to
popular belief, he did NOT attack indiscriminately. He executed the
individuals who were plotting genocide which he obtained first-hand intel
about. And as far as Baruch Goldstein, zt'l, he adhered to the Torah's
explicit command to neutralize those seeking to kill you i.e. rodfei yisroel,

For once, I am in full agreement with Rabbi Rosenberg.
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