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As thousands of Jews and other Ukrainians flee their country as the

Russian invasion destroys their homes and institutions, Jewish

agencies that have long assisted the community, providing cultural

and religious life and safety when necessary, have sprung into

action.

Those agencies, particularly the American Jewish Joint Distribution

Committee (JDC) and Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), have been

buoyed by support from the Jewish Federations of North America

(JFNA). They are providing chesed centers, hotlines, safe spaces for

refugees and transport to Israel for those looking to make aliyah.

In a virtual program sponsored by the Jewish Federation in the

Heart of New Jersey on April 4, federation and agency leaders

outlined the broad array of services being provided in the ongoing

crisis.

“Prior to the invasion, Ukraine had one of the largest and most

vibrant Jewish communities in Europe,” said Elisheva Massel, JDC

director of strategic partnerships. “For the past 30 years we’ve been

working with our federation partners, focusing on saving and

rebuilding Jewish lives.”

As of April 4, the Jewish Federations of North America had taken in

$35 million for its Ukrainian relief fund.
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Federation

Overseas and

Israel Chair

Phyliss Chancy

Solomon said the

reason the

partner agencies

of the federation

were able to

respond so

quickly on

February 24, the

day the invasion

began, was because “they were there February 22 and 23.”

“You don’t build a firehouse once the fire breaks out,” she added.

The local federation has taken in $150,000 for Ukraine and is now

focusing on its annual campaign to be able to provide ongoing

support, said Dan Rozett, federation director of community

relations and Israel engagement.

Rabbi Bennett Miller, rabbi emeritus at Anshe Emeth Memorial

Temple in New Brunswick and a board member of JAFI, said he

had been to Ukraine several times since the breakup of the former

Soviet Union.

On his first trip soon after Ukraine gained its freedom, Rabbi Miller

said, “I saw with my own eyes these communities were desperately

poor and needed help.”

“Ten years later you could see a renewal,” he noted, adding the

resurgence included synagogues, chesed centers and Hebrew

classes for those looking to make aliyah.

One of the most enduring symbols of that revival for Ukraine’s

200,000 Jews could literally be seen on buildings. “Under the

communists wherever there was Jewish part of town the

communists painted over the buildings because the signs were in

Yiddish,” he recalled. “When the communists left, the paint started

to chip away and I saw with my own eyes the Jewish quarters come

alive.”
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Rabbi Miller is former chair of the national rabbinic cabinet of

JFNA and former national chair of ARZA, the Zionist arm of the

Reform movement. He credited the work and cooperation of the

larger Jewish community including all streams of Judaism, Chabad,

HIAS, ORT, JDC and JAFI, as well as the Ukrainian and Israeli

governments, for helping to lift the community and establish ties

and a system that allowed them to quickly respond to the

humanitarian crisis.

“Thank God for the Jewish institutions; we have to be on the

ground within 24 hours,” said Rabbi Miller. “I can’t tell you how

proud I am to be part of all that. Without these organizations

existing in quiet times there would be a disastrous situation.

Instead we have stories of great heroism.”

Among the lifesaving initiatives launched by the JDC has been the

shipment of 165 tons of humanitarian aid, including food,

medicine, soap and other crucial supplies to Jews sheltering in

Ukraine and those who have fled to Moldova, said Massel. Even

before the invasion, 75,000 of Ukraine’s Jews accessed one of the

JDC’s services.

JDC had provided aid to nearly 40,000 poor Jewish elderly,

including 9,900 Holocaust survivors, and needy families in 1,000

locations around Ukraine. It has operated 18 chesed centers, six

flagship JCCs with 3,000 Jewish community volunteers and

thousands more paid Ukrainian home healthcare workers.

Since the invasion began the JDC has pivoted to provide 30,000

refugees with vital necessities, like food, medicine and psychosocial

aid as they crossed from Ukraine into Romania, Moldova, Poland

and Hungary. Their needs are also being taken care of at care

centers once they arrive.

Two emergency hotlines for incoming calls from Ukraine, one for

general Jewish community needs and another specifically for

evacuation information—which is staffed by Israelis who are

Russian or Ukrainian speakers—have been established. “A woman

called the hotline, which sent her call to an Israeli Russian speaker,”

said Massel. “She was a new mother and needed baby formula.

Within two hours someone was at her door with baby formula.”
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Additional emergency hotlines are now operated by JDC’s local

community partners in Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Romania

and Slovakia to answer questions and direct individuals looking to

learn more about where they can go and what support they can

receive in these communities.

Both Rabbi Miller and Massel said JDC and JAFI are working in

close cooperation to assist refugees who want to make aliyah.

However, both agreed the majority of Ukraine’s fleeing Jews prefer

to return to their homeland once the war ends.

About 21,000 Jews have arrived in Israel, but about 10,000 are

Jewish only by Hitler’s Nuremberg laws.

Rabbi Miller also said he had been on a call with JFNA earlier that

day and Jewish federations across the country have been told to

prepare for the arrival of Ukrainian refugees. He said JNFA will

also need additional funds to rebuild the institutions and

infrastructure for those returning to Ukraine.

“We will do it because we don’t have a choice,” said Rabbi Miller. “If

we don’t act and continue to act, these communities will not be

reestablished and the Jews there will be lost. Right now we are

paying the mortgage for the Jews of Europe and the Jewish

communities of Ukraine where many of us came from.”

By Debra Rubin

 

" Share (https://api.whatsapp.com/send?
text=https://jewishlink.news/world-us/50454-heart-of-nj-
jewish-leaders-describe-how-jewish-agencies-are-cooperating-
to-help-ukraine)

Advertisement

Affordable Hideaway Wall
Beds

iresults.com

Advertisement

!

 
Like 0

healing-strangers-in-the-

middle-of-a-war-zone)

Healing
Strangers
in the
Middle of
a War
Zone
(/world-
us/50639-
healing-
strangers-
in-the-
middle-
of-a-war-
zone)

javascript:void(0)
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishlink.news&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&text=Heart%20of%20NJ%20Jewish%20Leaders%20Describe%20How%20Jewish%20Agencies%20Are%20Cooperating%20to%20Help%20Ukraine&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishlink.news%2Fworld-us%2F50454-heart-of-nj-jewish-leaders-describe-how-jewish-agencies-are-cooperating-to-help-ukraine
https://jewishlink.news/component/mailto/?tmpl=component&template=g5_hydrogen&link=c25e527f1892362a04e165eee038e0b65a3748ab
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://jewishlink.news/world-us/50454-heart-of-nj-jewish-leaders-describe-how-jewish-agencies-are-cooperating-to-help-ukraine
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgoAg7tldYqWJCquZ6toP4r6q2AjF14jaaYPMw7rZC9HO853FGhABIKKY539gyb7xirSk2A-gAen99c8DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgT4Ak_Qjs6BPfRchKRogAQEdg6LsWhWjklyyV2vIVcMq6hqg2eDhAr4RzrA1YH5YmtwODYanm5pfaQPCMzV_tVLsTgcxESxT9PHNIzztfJRMP3iY5TXh6__hO5hWMucEiX_PimRUGa-hMpSxmeh4d-JPFa-I_dRKZNYVqZh123eIFjP89BfgEH2a-DT95b0hPxMtqZWhhcD8RjuxoTEtuBC9UZP2FZ7RjBddazDjNSJoHEzBgISBahzydlfXoQbwiGa8tGYvVbOHy-XspvgRKyYV_aVbmERX6QlL16BjA7ZmLY5425YZszkhC_tb6A42AeMeYay90pqL2_jTvnmfo5g7bUSjiKZBgnCYHI_zHfZOatFvODaYUiBKbVYeGpi59e3dupLlFd5aFNgHxe4ZMZsCFJqWeCn75i0wTwwORgQBCjJN5q9aZdi9DgxT_5yBz0KKGCokNZPLrEN4zOlhQ782CQlBftIwPur61PLZUgY9vUq5T8TDr8-E73ABNODyYaQA-AEAaAGLoAH_YucwQGoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgdsQlqI2nk2RfiNYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEwuIFATQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RosHQ6fHYgj1ltixdhkdWp4I8mVxWgYDslCmatAEfXJLmMmJnmqQ&sig=AOD64_3ItuG_1oMMgvCM1nr0BolvTh64AA&client=ca-pub-5368281854603347&nb=9&adurl=http://iresults.com/murphybeds%3Frgid%3D88468%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpbjp9Mie9wIVq4xaBR1inwqLEAEYASAAEgI4GPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgoAg7tldYqWJCquZ6toP4r6q2AjF14jaaYPMw7rZC9HO853FGhABIKKY539gyb7xirSk2A-gAen99c8DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgT4Ak_Qjs6BPfRchKRogAQEdg6LsWhWjklyyV2vIVcMq6hqg2eDhAr4RzrA1YH5YmtwODYanm5pfaQPCMzV_tVLsTgcxESxT9PHNIzztfJRMP3iY5TXh6__hO5hWMucEiX_PimRUGa-hMpSxmeh4d-JPFa-I_dRKZNYVqZh123eIFjP89BfgEH2a-DT95b0hPxMtqZWhhcD8RjuxoTEtuBC9UZP2FZ7RjBddazDjNSJoHEzBgISBahzydlfXoQbwiGa8tGYvVbOHy-XspvgRKyYV_aVbmERX6QlL16BjA7ZmLY5425YZszkhC_tb6A42AeMeYay90pqL2_jTvnmfo5g7bUSjiKZBgnCYHI_zHfZOatFvODaYUiBKbVYeGpi59e3dupLlFd5aFNgHxe4ZMZsCFJqWeCn75i0wTwwORgQBCjJN5q9aZdi9DgxT_5yBz0KKGCokNZPLrEN4zOlhQ782CQlBftIwPur61PLZUgY9vUq5T8TDr8-E73ABNODyYaQA-AEAaAGLoAH_YucwQGoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCAcIiGEQARgdsQlqI2nk2RfiNYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEwuIFATQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RosHQ6fHYgj1ltixdhkdWp4I8mVxWgYDslCmatAEfXJLmMmJnmqQ&sig=AOD64_3ItuG_1oMMgvCM1nr0BolvTh64AA&client=ca-pub-5368281854603347&nb=0&adurl=http://iresults.com/murphybeds%3Frgid%3D88468%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpbjp9Mie9wIVq4xaBR1inwqLEAEYASAAEgI4GPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZyyhwmlRTCl_y1_wb8fQG23bojACYAiIIguwDA3gVSXNDfREbCWVDdyfOTzOQMdFlieA0Tga4mZgi9bTGSbKEeY-a3OkBHQ1FiSzvz6GWKwIf3P4qRRaeEr37G7oJ74Gzc8fC7LyKTE68623LOHohlIPR-kJF8ETXmmWqnK1p33AJzTi9fSgc_FvLCCZI_uYWL0ltZpuG3gtZ2DJysORGZxrMU-fBdrLWnGQhWygDkZcLS7eMW8XHbZPpEYpSV_CR6c8Bz7CQjY0d1jBYUE_MChYVuUPmj28ZLQ3mk9wrGksdf8hf0FwQMqr4ZLp56tepuWAljl5BGcKCS8ndxuqedT2vPKGPwwdvfELtl3bL1Punq_BrKG4rrhoH2i-cbQGV64mjBBZDRuBTsAumoFrEFAMBtRHPrjBD5EuTjLX8Z2PMt9mI7T-MImxXh2JvQ3rG7LuOjj5ia2LkzLdGLW88Y9rFA4YaCjRwEzXiwUM8V0P0BLB6j8QrwFh1rMfE8ZB3pWHaw9ORyEQ3cHtrj_XWcc_dTISumVSgM75FMNJo32eYttoLPpgwwwzn8FJuF2c_9nz84GPItKk0fvRp1fRDSw93prNpPYk_XGgoQ0kW-Ed75rHksb5po2jWzLmeDx3rdtOvFVuKeEbKgpB9sKWixe7zDPFHf0av-tmW_bJ1jf1e7N8VWILMdG24lSbSi0IWqUPXwMdYUZVSkHoN3txQzY_Pxtp-pKVac_i9dy_De1KkaFR--DDgvIooB6bII9nkbwf8mDsn6gZRvhqY_sKRgTf5gSwoHNXpN5rS3cRvkzB30YTD_Z8lLH5uHO2qlOh-KT4CsMhKENLQYlOoNZcY9nCdQII7DjvsCCr2lLWGEqhaKgGuskyhhsAuW_adnDq64Q1g39tqQI6y43ERXMHJnh3uryOP0yuDBr9OLiVkqQovajf3JpAQiaQLizDbhgmhhIVWIt9OEhrzGSg6RIiSUTYKKC-WpMv3I1fvqsu0_0DkE1tupg0yWLByqJwqPOHzJEKIFtG629nENfrUM3wf93Jlc5jBJ4RYMmTKFqt3exPYWeWkq1jFzLJgOt9TXKN_fHejhxMY87L0i2JdTauEzoCoECdJJPDGmZuzdCjVX36nwULnV4BIYQGm6CzllqJu-gNLgIRMMnxw8DPZJrmyCZbWNr9MEB71YhcAg9k_oxgytUZu5l7b1GWAeZyabhqPIDCrywRLAG3sh0jVLNzzX7RJ-YrZ7314fkZI-ILOBmtuc5CORcaD-ZOKa4u1WCfLMPYSgj0iMSIAiB0fWDsiau9cuWIIQyVcQujIsg_JkamO4_1Bri73VVLCxhrkfG1-LNUVAfHaQg0MelZlnn6-R5_He9lzONK80YIqMhOOqLfQK-S6AichpJg7jeQIa7sF-CA_rTzOPsNUQa5BVETiNXOznEULg6TaO7Ib_p6KB2QBDhXXYB57znsSev5Xu67df9rmhiKEW_Zbi8BkLTrgndI9n37kT6YOaqJHfXPejDHTMkw0m8MWx6lFsePORFGeKLprl0U4CKrQa1LG2626qE9L0ik6UHNWiBiwtAHFNKorq5Cb6tiZmtUnCCGPw1VrIuII2ubCVUhBgFMULiMk40oOvFc6IgsBnojjmdbGR2IBkJTyv5RgPPCAGpPpnGgDRhKJ38wdqtzZSrx2awayXLG1iuyG1skCTm9Mk4M7C8X4lFPr-fZP_BPb0PjlDb_JHQCNBoq7XpXHzHTi3Xs-B5cXJvw6j8krykeosDd_Gy0mDfzLZJNydD8yxPgC5YeTDbzzQ2RdeU8W6wDZ2Z-fctkKRNkh3z4UJVd0FsXdBen-7TJQBS4ZC6QBimZ52UlUdB40KxMJ6E-St_MVTiuPN6bCl6k0uKmEtJT1I6OKLWKZsl14VutkO4h5mjtBoDf4999Xw1Ij-vzlVxPb6kadcVgieeZDSsvbO
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEZyyhwmlRTCl_y1_wb8fQG23bojACYAiIIguwDA3gVSXNDfREbCWVDdyfOTzOQMdFlieA0Tga4mZgi9bTGSbKEeY-a3OkBHQ1FiSzvz6GWKwIf3P4qRRaeEr37G7oJ74Gzc8fC7LyKTE68623LOHohlIPR-kJF8ETXmmWqnK1p33AJzTi9fSgc_FvLCCZI_uYWL0ltZpuG3gtZ2DJysORGZxrMU-fBdrLWnGQhWygDkZcLS7eMW8XHbZPpEYpSV_CR6c8Bz7CQjY0d1jBYUE_MChYVuUPmj28ZLQ3mk9wrGksdf8hf0FwQMqr4ZLp56tepuWAljl5BGcKCS8ndxuqedT2vPKGPwwdvfELtl3bL1Punq_BrKG4rrhoH2i-cbQGV64mjBBZDRuBTsAumoFrEFAMBtRHPrjBD5EuTjLX8Z2PMt9mI7T-MImxXh2JvQ3rG7LuOjj5ia2LkzLdGLW88Y9rFA4YaCjRwEzXiwUM8V0P0BLB6j8QrwFh1rMfE8ZB3pWHaw9ORyEQ3cHtrj_XWcc_dTISumVSgM75FMNJo32eYttoLPpgwwwzn8FJuF2c_9nz84GPItKk0fvRp1fRDSw93prNpPYk_XGgoQ0kW-Ed75rHksb5po2jWzLmeDx3rdtOvFVuKeEbKgpB9sKWixe7zDPFHf0av-tmW_bJ1jf1e7N8VWILMdG24lSbSi0IWqUPXwMdYUZVSkHoN3txQzY_Pxtp-pKVac_i9dy_De1KkaFR--DDgvIooB6bII9nkbwf8mDsn6gZRvhqY_sKRgTf5gSwoHNXpN5rS3cRvkzB30YTD_Z8lLH5uHO2qlOh-KT4CsMhKENLQYlOoNZcY9nCdQII7DjvsCCr2lLWGEqhaKgGuskyhhsAuW_adnDq64Q1g39tqQI6y43ERXMHJnh3uryOP0yuDBr9OLiVkqQovajf3JpAQiaQLizDbhgmhhIVWIt9OEhrzGSg6RIiSUTYKKC-WpMv3I1fvqsu0_0DkE1tupg0yWLByqJwqPOHzJEKIFtG629nENfrUM3wf93Jlc5jBJ4RYMmTKFqt3exPYWeWkq1jFzLJgOt9TXKN_fHejhxMY87L0i2JdTauEzoCoECdJJPDGmZuzdCjVX36nwULnV4BIYQGm6CzllqJu-gNLgIRMMnxw8DPZJrmyCZbWNr9MEB71YhcAg9k_oxgytUZu5l7b1GWAeZyabhqPIDCrywRLAG3sh0jVLNzzX7RJ-YrZ7314fkZI-ILOBmtuc5CORcaD-ZOKa4u1WCfLMPYSgj0iMSIAiB0fWDsiau9cuWIIQyVcQujIsg_JkamO4_1Bri73VVLCxhrkfG1-LNUVAfHaQg0MelZlnn6-R5_He9lzONK80YIqMhOOqLfQK-S6AichpJg7jeQIa7sF-CA_rTzOPsNUQa5BVETiNXOznEULg6TaO7Ib_p6KB2QBDhXXYB57znsSev5Xu67df9rmhiKEW_Zbi8BkLTrgndI9n37kT6YOaqJHfXPejDHTMkw0m8MWx6lFsePORFGeKLprl0U4CKrQa1LG2626qE9L0ik6UHNWiBiwtAHFNKorq5Cb6tiZmtUnCCGPw1VrIuII2ubCVUhBgFMULiMk40oOvFc6IgsBnojjmdbGR2IBkJTyv5RgPPCAGpPpnGgDRhKJ38wdqtzZSrx2awayXLG1iuyG1skCTm9Mk4M7C8X4lFPr-fZP_BPb0PjlDb_JHQCNBoq7XpXHzHTi3Xs-B5cXJvw6j8krykeosDd_Gy0mDfzLZJNydD8yxPgC5YeTDbzzQ2RdeU8W6wDZ2Z-fctkKRNkh3z4UJVd0FsXdBen-7TJQBS4ZC6QBimZ52UlUdB40KxMJ6E-St_MVTiuPN6bCl6k0uKmEtJT1I6OKLWKZsl14VutkO4h5mjtBoDf4999Xw1Ij-vzlVxPb6kadcVgieeZDSsvbO
https://jewishlink.news/world-us/50639-healing-strangers-in-the-middle-of-a-war-zone
https://jewishlink.news/world-us/50639-healing-strangers-in-the-middle-of-a-war-zone

