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welve Richmond lay-leaders
and staff spent three days at
the Jewish Federations of North
America’s General Assembly Nov.
9-11 at the National Harbor in
Washington D.C.
Over the course of the conference they heard from notable
speakers at the GA such as Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court Stephen Breyer and Elena
Kagan; JAFI’s Natan Sharansky;
Israel Ambassador to the United
States Ron Dermer; Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks; NBC’s Chuck
Todd and Andrea Mitchell and
many others. Participants were
even treated to a special nighttime
tour of the Smithsonian’s National
(From left) Richmonder Shannon Hahn talks about her life-changing Birth- Museum of American History.
Vice President Joe Biden adright Israel experience at the opening plenary session of the Jewish Federadressed
the full conference and
tions of North America General Assembly Nov. 9. Other speakers on the stage
shared their positive stories of their local involvement.
offered words on the importance
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t’s that time again. Super Sunday is Dec. 7, and the
Jewish community needs your help. From 10 a.m.
- 2 p.m., at the Weinstein JCC, volunteers will come
together in spirit and in action as one community to
make the world a better place.
To date, the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond has raised more than $2.3 million toward
the 2015 Campaign goal of $3 million. Please lend a
hand by volunteering to phone community members
to speak with them about their commitment to the
2015 Annual Campaign.
Kevin Fine, an active young leader, will chair the
event.
This year the Federation will present a Spirit Award
grant of $1,000 to the local Jewish agency that has
the highest percentage of its board and staff working
as volunteers on Super Sunday. The Spirit Award is
to be used toward a program of the winning agency
and is subject to the approval of the chair of the

allocations committee.
All volunteers will be
eligible to win prizes. In
order to be eligible for
the Spirit Award, the
agency the volunteers
are representing must
have 100 percent of its
board making a pledge
to the Campaign.
When you sign up
to participate in Super
Sunday (by phone,
email, mail or at the Federation’s website, be sure
to inform Federation staff which agency you are
representing.
Contact Sara Rosenbaum at srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org or (804) 545-8629 to let her know
when you are able to volunteer. You also may register
Super Sunday More on page 13

of the US-Israel relationship. He
was joined on stage by Holocaust
Survivor Nesse Godin. On the final
day of the conference, Nov. 11,
participants were joined by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu via
satellite. (For comments on the Prime
Minister’s remarks, see Federation CEO
Samuel Asher’s column on page 3.)
Richmond’s Shannon Hahn
helped open the conference with
remarks about her Birthright
Israel Experience, her active involvement with Network JCFR
and the Richmond Jewish community. During her speech, she
noted, “I didn’t know about the
Jewish Federation growing up. I
didn’t even know what it meant
to be Jewish. With a Methodist
mother and non-practicing father, I hardly considered myself
a Jew. I signed up for a Birthright
trip advertised on Facebook on a
whim. Apparently it was something
Jews did, but I’d never heard of
it,” Hahn explained, “I went to
Israel hoping for some interesting
sightseeing. Birthright changed my
life. Visiting Israel connected me
to something I didn’t realize I’d
been missing – a sense of Jewish
community. Birthright made me
want to get involved to be a part
of the Federation family.”
She added, “Now, I go to Shabbat services. I’m involved in young
leadership. I’ve learned about
the impact Federation has made
and the work we’re doing. I keep
hearing about this Pew Study that
says my generation isn’t engaged.
That’s not how I feel! I see the
future of our people , and I want
to be part of it. I’m going to be
part of it.”
During the conference, Nathan
GA More on page 10

Federation happenings

COMMuNITy CALENDAR
•

Wishing you and your family a Joyous hanukkah

• Dec. 1 | 5:30 p.m.
JCFR Legislative Reception
Weinstein JCC

• Dec. 11 | 7:30 p.m.
JFT Irving Berlin Musical Opens
Weinstein JCC

•

• Dec. 25 | 10 a.m.
Weinstein JCC Family Fun Day
Games, brunch, movie and more
Weinstein JCC

Dec. 5 | 7:30 p.m.

Installation of Rabbi Ahuva Zaches

Congregation Or Ami
• Dec. 7 | 10 a.m.
JCFR Super Sunday
Weinstein JCC

• Jan. 4 | 10:30 a.m.
Hadassah Installation
Richmond Country Club

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

The officers, Board of direcTors and sTaff
of The JeWish communiTy federaTion of richmond

Network JCFR set for December
Network JCFR plans the following programs in December.
Shabbat Dinner, Friday Dec. 5, 6
p.m. Rebecca Kalman-Winston and David
Winston invite Network JCFR participants
to join them in their home to welcome in
Shabbat. Come enjoy food and drinks with
other Network JCFR participants. RSVP on
Facebook for the address.
Brunch and a Movie, Sunday, Dec. 21,
11 a.m. End your weekend with Network JCFR.
Cheri and Dan Yochelson will host a Brunch

and Movie event at their home, and you do
not want to miss out. RSVP on Facebook
for the address.
Looking ahead to January
Torah on Tap, Jan. 20., 6 p.m.
For details and to RSVP, call Melanie
Phillips, Federation Young Leadership director at (804) 545-8623 or email mphillips@
jewishrichmond.org..
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How good & pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.
The Reflector is published monthly by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
advertisement submitted. Views expressed
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

Attendees at the YAD Campaign event are welcomed by Alissa Aronovici.

YAD Campaign event held with
Ethiopian theme, food
O
n Monday night Nov. 17, the Young
Adult Division of the Federation
traveled to Ethiopia for a night courtesy
of an expert on the country and region
from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.
This was the group’s Annual Campaign
event, “An Ethiopian Adventure,” at Hardywood Park Craft Brewery in Richmond.
They had catered food to fit the theme from
Addis Ethiopian Restaurant, with injera

.

and delicious traditional vegetarian food.
Shaun Goldstone, Global Program officer for JDC, spoke about his experience
as a Jewish Service Corps Fellow in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Through amazing and
moving photos and his incredible stories,
the attendees were all given an in-depth
presentation of the amazing work JDC
does on the ground in Ethiopia.
Alissa Aronovici was the event chair
and welcomed everyone. Yael Fletcher
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Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8655. Acceptance of advertising does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.

Shaun Goldstone from the JDC speaks at the
YAD Campaign event about Ethiopia.

introduced the speaker and moderated a
Q&A. Kevin Fine updated the group on
the status of the Annual Campaign and the
needs locally and around the world. Fine
also spoke about his exciting experience
at the recent Jewish Federations of North
America General Assembly in Maryland
and the great number of speakers he heard
during the three days.

Richard Samet, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations
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Susan Sisisky to receive
L’Dor V’Dor Honor

Let’s hope for a
good deal
By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

W

e just returned from the General Assembly of the Jewish Federations of North
America, the largest meeting of the year of
Jewish leaders in the country. There was great
excitement and collaboration among our communities at the 2014 program called: “The
World is our Backyard.”
Our young leadership representatives
included Geri Adler, Greg Serkin, Shannon
Hahn, Kevin Fine, and Yael Fletcher. They
and were accompanied by Melanie Phillips, our
Young Leadership Director. We all cheered as
Shannon spoke to 3,000 people at the opening Plenary about her life-changing Birthright
Israel experience that led to her becoming more
involved in Network JCFR and assuming a
leadership position in our Federation.
Nathan Shor, our immediate Past President,
was elected to the Board of Trustees of JFNA
as one of the representatives of Intermediate
Communities.
Plenary speakers included Supreme Court
Justices Elana Kagan and Stephen Breyer, po-

litical commentators and correspondents Chuck
Todd and Andrea Mitchell, and, of course, Prime
Minister Netanyahu via video simulcasts from
Jerusalem.
The Prime Minister spoke about how the
United States and five other powers have tried to
reach a deal with Iran. Nov. 24th is the deadline
to reach an agreement.
“It’s obvious that Iran wants to remove the
sanctions that have had such a devastating impact
on its economy, but it should be equally obvious
that Iran is not prepared to dismantle its nuclear
weapons program in return,” he said.
There has been much debate in Washington
over a possible deal, with many members of
Congress suspicious about an agreement with
Iran. Netanyahu said that no deal would be
better than a bad deal. He said it would be a
mistake to end sanctions, without a good deal.
And he questioned our ability to use international inspections to keep Iran’s move toward
the development of nuclear weapons in check.
The deadline of November 24 will have come
and gone by the time this article is in your homes.
We can only pray that an agreement is reached
that will keep Iran from having nuclear capability.
In the meantime, I wish you and your family
a joyous Hanukkah.
As always, call me at (804) 545-8622 or email
sasher@jewishrichmond.org.

Susan Sisisky

S

usan Sisisky will be honored with the
annual L’Dor V’dor/ Woman of Valor
Award by the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond on Dec. 4. The event will be
held at noon at Parkside in the Beth Sholom
Lifecare Community.
She has been an active volunteer in the
Richmond-Petersburg area since moving to
Virginia in 1973, serving on many boards
and receiving a number of honors from
the JCFR, Rudlin Torah Academy and the
Weinstein JCC.
Sisisky has travelled to Israel regularly
since the early 1970s and has toured Jewish
communities around the world with the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee – visiting projects that exist to both

relieve the stress of poverty and to work
with younger generations in rebuilding and
rediscovering their Jewish identity.
It was while participating on these
missions that she and her husband, Mark,
decided to create their Jewish legacy by establishing the Susan and Mark Sisisky JDC
Global Enrichment Fund at the Richmond
Jewish Foundation, sending young Jewish
adults to cities around the world.
Several alumni of the fund will speak
about their experiences on these JDC overseas missions at the event.
The following are previous recipients of
the award: Selma Brown, Deane Dubansky, Bea Fine, Anne Fischer (obm), Edith
Glock, Helen Horwitz, Willa Kalman, Amy
Krumbein, Hedy Lapkin, Jeanette Lipman,
Pearl Karp Markham, Bertha Meyer (obm),
Sara Belle November, Catherine Plotkin,
Shirley Plotkin (omb), Fran Raphael, Elise
Scherr, Barbara Shocket, Carole Weinstein,
Dorothy Wizer, Hortense Wolf (obm) andHelen Zimm.
The L’Dor V’Dor event welcomes women over the age of 35 who make a minimum
gift of $365 to the 2015 Annual Campaign,
or $100 for those 35 years old and younger.
To RSVP, call Ellen Moncure at (804)
545-8625 or emoncure@ jewishrichmond.org.

PJ Library extends eligibility through age 8
R

This young girl can’t wait to open her new
book from the PJ Library.
www.JewishRichmond.org

ichmond’s PJ Library program is pleased to announce
it has received an Alliance Subscription Grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. This
grant allows the community to
now enroll children up to age 8.
Parents who have a child who
previously aged-out of the program at age seven, can re-enroll
them for an additional year.
Sponsored by the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond,
the current program supports
children between the ages of 6
months to 7 years old.
“With this new grant we are
excited to expand the age to the
national maximum,” said Sara
Rosenbaum, director of operations for the Federation.
She said Richmond has participated in PJ Library since the
summer of 2008 and over the past

6 years, more than 550 children
have received free books monthly.
At present, PJ Library in Richmond has 200 children enrolled.
Mark your calendars for “A
Tikkun Olam Book Exchange
and Hanukkah Party” on Sunday, Dec. 7, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m.,
to coincide with Super Sunday.
Rosenbaum said.
“The event will collect gently
used PJ Library books that our
families have duplicates of or
have outgrown and donate them
to schools in need. There will also
be stories and crafts to celebrate
Hanukkah.”
This is a Jewish family engagement program implemented
on a local level throughout North
America. Children receive free
high-quality Jewish literature and
music on a monthly basis. This
program was developed to help

create stronger Jewish
homes that foster Jewish
curiosity and help families explore their Jewish
identity.
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made
possible through partnerships with philanthropists
and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in
hundreds of communities
in North America look
forward to the packages
each month.
For more details about
PJ Library, contact Sara
Rosenbaum at (804) 5458629 or srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org; or
Melanie Phillips at (804) This little boy reads his new PJ Library
545-8623 or mphillips@ book along with his father.
jewishrichmond.org.
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New Atid Society members celebrated
at Women’s Division event
M

(From left) Alissa Aronovici receives Atid Society pin from
Women’s Division Chair Susan Adolf.

(From left) Women’s Division Co-chair Rebecca KalmanWinston “pins” Cheri Yochelson.

ore than 30 women attended a
JCFR Women’s Division Event
hosted by Dr. Suzanne Peck at Richmond
Dermatology and Laser Specialists on
Nov. 5.
The event focused on all special
Women’s Division giving levels to the
2015 Annual Campaign including the
Atid Society – women under 45 who
make a gift of at least $500. This includes Pomegranate – women who give
a minimum of $1,800; Tikvah – women
who give $3,600 and above and Lions of
Judah who give a minimum of $5,000.
Women’s Division Chair Susan Adolf
opened up the evening by welcoming
everyone and thanking Peck. The women
then heard a 2015 Campaign update
from Campaign Chair Ellen Renee
Adams. Adolf and Women’s Division
Co-chair Rebecca Kalman-Winston
next “pinned” three new Atid Society
members – Alissa Aronovici, Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin and Cheri Yochelson.
Peck then introduced guest speaker
Professor Dan Arbell, who is a scholar-inresidence at the Center for Israeli Studies
at American University. A 25-year vet-

eran of the Israeli Foreign
Service, Arbell has served
in senior posts overseas in
the United Nations, the
United States and Japan,
and held senior positions
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Headquarters in
Jerusalem. Most recently
he was deputy chief of
mission at the Embassy
of Israel in Washington
D.C., and worked as Ambassador Michael Oren’s More than 30 women listen to guest speaker Professor
second-in- command for Dan Arbell, scholar-in-residence at the Center for Israeli
nearly three years (2009- Studies at American University.
2012). In the 1990’s he
the women.
served as Israeli Ambas“The JCFR thanks Richmond Dersador Itamar Rabinovich’s chief of staff
and was a member of Israel’s negotiating matology and Laser Specialists and especially Dr. Suzanne Peck for hosting such
team with Syria (1993-1996).
From 2001-2005 he was deputy chief a fabulous evening of sisterhood and
of mission at the Israeli Embassy in To- shared commitment,” said Schechterkyo, Japan (2001-2005). Arbell provided Shaffin, director of Women’s Division
an Israel update and a professional analy- and Israel and Overseas Planning.
For Women’s Division details, call
sis of many of the current challenges in
the tense climate of the modern Middle Schecter-Shaffin at (804) 545-8626.
East and then answered questions from

MartinsFoods.com

save on your

Chanukah celebration
Kosher
Frozen Turkeys
Hens and Toms

Yellow
Potatoes
Large Size, Great for Latkes,
Roasting or Mashing, 5 lb. bag

2

$ 99

2

/lb.

$ 99
/ea.

Empire
Chicken Breast
Boneless and Skinless

Acme Smoked
Nova Salmon
Previously Frozen,
4 oz. pkg.

6

$ 49

5

Schick’s
Chanukah Cookies
8 oz. pkg.

/lb.

$ 99
/ea.

Streit’s or Rokeach
Chanuka Candles
44 ct. box

4

$ 49

79

Streit’s or Manischewitz
Potato Pancake Mix

3

2/$

or Reduced Sodium,
6 oz. box

¢

Lieber’s Dreidels
2 oz pkg.

5

5/$

Streit’s or Elite Coins
Milk or Dark Chocolate,
.58 oz. bag

GIANT Brand
Oil
Canola or Vegetable
128 oz bottle.

1

4/$

7

$ 99

Use your card and save on items on this page. We sell both kosher and non-kosher foods. Some items not available in some stores. While supplies last. Prices valid November 28 – December 28, 2014.

.
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Beer, Bourbon, BBQ Event
M

ore then 50 men
attended the Federation Annual Campaign
Men’s Division Beer, Bourbon and BBQ event Nov.
12 at the home of Ronnie
and Susan Adolf.
The attendees heard
from JCFR President Richard Samet who returned
earlier that day from the
Jewish Federations of
North America General
Assembly annual gathering and also Joshua Peck,
Men’s Division Campaign
chair. The guest speakers were Alan Franco, a
past-president of the Jewish Federation of Greater
New Orleans, and a partner at Magnolia Marketing
LLC., and Brian Prewitt, a
master distiller at A. Smith
Bowman Distillery in Fredericksburg.
Samet noted 12 Richmond community members
from Richmond attended
the event in Maryland.
“Of the many things we
lear ned,” Samet said,
“some Federations are pioneering a change in ways
of disability inclusion,
new Israel programming,
combatting BDS and supporting Israel in its time of
need.”
Franco, who is an active
member of local and national Jewish organizations
including the American
Israel Public Affairs Com-

Men’s Division Campaign Chair Joshua Peck updates attendees on the details of the Annual Campaign.

From Bucharest to Budapest
The Revival of Jewish Life
in Central Europe
May 7-14, 2015

Since the Fall of Communism in the early 90s, Jewish life in
Central Europe has been slowly rebuilding and revitalizing. The
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond invites you to join us
on a powerful week-long journey to the capitals of Romania and
Hungary to discover with our own eyes, the devastation of the
Holocaust and Communism and the amazing successes of local
Jewish leadership that is working tirelessly to rebuild a lost world.

For details, contact:
Shoshanna Schechter-Shaﬃn at (804) 545-8626
or sshaﬃn@jewishrichmond.org

(From left) Robert Flax, Franklin Wolf and Bill Moskowitz.

mittee, updated the men
on the current challenges
Israel and Jews around the
world face. “This is one of
the most dangerous times
in recent history that Jews
face,” Franco noted.
He cited the crucial
deadline of Nov. 24 for
the international community’s negotiations with
Iran over its illegal nuclear program that are set to
conclude on that day. He
raised concerns that Iran

is giving no evidence that
it’s willing to make any
significant concessions or
allow inspections to visit
certain nuclear sites.
Israel continues to come
under criticism over its attacks on Gaza this summer.
“Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East,”
Franco noted, “and the
media and many people
failed to understand that
they took many actions
to help ensure its bombs

avoided civilian areas.”
Peck thanked all for attending and Ronnie and Susan Adolf for “graciously hosting” the
event in their home.
He updated the group on
the 2015 Annual Campaign.
“To date, we have raised over
$2.2 million toward our goal
of $3 million. In addition, we
have raised over $213,000 for
the Israel Emergency Campaign. Thank you for your
Men’s Event More on page 11

(From left) Greg Serkin and Mike Blum enjoy BBQ, meatballs and
more at the Men’s Division event. .

You’ve Got A Friend With the Reflector

Y

ou rely on your friends to provide you with information that you can trust. The Reflector, which has served Richmond's Jewish Community for
more than a half a century, is one of those friends.
The Reflector provides pertinent information about everything from local agency developments, meetings, synagogue news to major events in the
area, in Israel and around the world.
A true friend, The Reflector provides a synopsis of what is happening in the region, deals with critical issues of modern Jewish life and the people
who are making things happen in Jewish Richmond.
The Reflector serves as that valuable resource to stay connected with your Jewish community. Ad revenues and an annual allocation only take
care of some of the expense to produce the monthly newspaper. So, we rely on our Friends for help.
Please see the enclosed remittance envelope with this issue of The Reflector; complete the form on the envelope and return it to us with your
contribution. Thank you for being a Friend!

www.JewishRichmond.org
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JFS happenings

Even Caregivers Need Care
W

e all want
to be there
for family and friends
when they need it
most.
For most family
caregivers, their work
is a labor of love.
Caregivers help loved
ones remain at home
as long as possible
that can have a hugely
positive influence on
the chronically ill.
While caregivers are
dee ply committed There is help at Jewish Family Services for those who may feel
to being there for overwhelmed with the burden of caregiving.
others, sometimes they
forget to take care of
provide long or short-term respite. They
someone just as important: themselves.
will help create a tailor-made plan so
The role of caregiver can impact that you can relax knowing a loved one
an individual mentally, physically and is safe and cared for in your absence. A
emotionally. But there is help nearby for break, no matter how short, can refresh
those who may feel overwhelmed with the an individual’s energy and commitment
burden of caregiving.
to the task of caregiving.
Jewish Family Services is committed
Communicate your needs: It isn’t
to helping caregivers through its Respite always easy to speak up about personal
services, guiding families through the needs, especially when so much of your
caregiving processes, and providing time is spent caring for others. Holding
necessary resources. “Respite care is in resentment or frustration can lead to
important because it gives the caregiver increased burnout and impaired health.
a break from the daily care they provide, Communicating openly with family and
to engage in self-care,” said Rachel friends about what you need to be an
Mosunmade, JFS Care Management effective caregiver can make a huge
associate.
difference.
The following are tips for finding the
“The first step for caregivers is to
balance between caregiving and personal identify what their needs are and how they
health:
can meet those needs,” said Mosunmade.
Find a support g roup: Many “Often this requires asking for assistance
caregivers feel alone. But that is simply with the caregiving duties they are
not the case. The National Alliance of providing so the caregiver has time to
Caregivers estimates caregivers make up meet their own needs.” Being realistic
29 percent of the population. Many find about what you can accomplish within
strength in knowing others share the same your limits is important. JFS Counseling
struggles and concerns.
services are also a great resource to help
JFS offers free monthly caregiver you deal with stress, depression or anxiety.
support groups, where caregivers are
Caring for a loved one can help
welcome to come, listen, share, and find strengthen family bonds, and most
a supportive community.
caregivers feel positive about their work.
Everybody deserves a break, even you. It can be challenging, but with support
According to the 2014 Genworth Cost and resources it is possible to care for
of Care Survey, the average caregiver is both yourself and your family.
employed, while simultaneously providing
For more information, call JFS at (804)
20+ hours of care a week. The work 282-5644.
caregivers provide is invaluable to the
well-being of the care-recipient, but it
Jewish Family Services is supported,
is important to take time for you. The
in part, by a generous contribution from
qualified and professional JFS Respite
the Jewish Community Federation of
Team can work with individuals to

.
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Wishing you
& your family
a happy, healthy,
& miraculous
Hanukkah!
				6718 Patterson Avenue
				Richmond, Virginia 23226
				804.282.5644
www.jfsrichmond.org • information@jfsrichmond.org

www.JewishRichmond.org

Beth Sholom happenings

Beth Sholom
wishes you a
Happy Hanukkah.
The Beth Sholom Lifecare Community team of staff
and residents poses for a photo after taking part in
the Alzheimer’s Walk.

(From left) Staff members Ashleigh
Hutcheson, Sue Berinato, Deirdre Arnowitz
and Anthony McClary at the Beth Sholom
table.

Beth Sholom takes part
in Alzheimer’s Walk

O

n Saturday Oct. 18, staff and residents
participated in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s Disease at Innsbrook.
Alzheimer’s disease is the 6th leading cause
of death in the United States, and every 67
seconds someone in the U.S. develops the
disease. Fighting and bringing awareness to
finding a cause is very important to the staff
and families at Beth Sholom.
This year, Beth Sholom was a corporate

·

Beth Sholom Health Care Center– nursing & rehabilitation care

·

Beth Sholom Woods – independent living

·

Beth Sholom Gardens – assisted living,memory enhancement
& respite care

·

Beth Sholom Parkside – assisted living & memory enhancement

·

Beth Sholom Outpatient Rehabilitation Clinic –
outpatient services & therapeutic pool

sponsor, raised money and had a team of
12 walkers. They are looking forward to
planning and raising money for next year’s
walk with hopes to expand its team.
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond.

Pastoral care reflects
Richmond diversity
T

he Beth Sholom Lifecare
Community’s pastoral care
staff reflects the increasing diversity of the residents’ faith backgrounds and affiliations.
Beth Sholom serves a wide
geographic area and the needs
of a larger pool of senior citizens living far longer lives than
generations preceding. To meet
these needs, the Beth Sholom
campus has expanded physically
and services continue to expand
accordingly.
Beth Sholom has had numerous Rabbis and chaplains over
the years. Serving for more than
7 years, Rabbi Dennis BeckBerman, of Congregation Brith
Achim in Petersburg, is involved
in Jewish holiday planning and
implementation, staff orientawww.JewishRichmond.org

tion, Kashrut
direction and
c o m p l i a n c e,
teaching and
visitation. Cantor Fran Goldman, Cantor
emerita of
Congregation
Beth Ahabah,
hired in 2011,
divides her time (From left) Christian chaplain intern, the Reverend
between visita- Elizabeth Dowdy, holds a session with residents.
tion and evaluation, teaching,
worked for a number of years
coordinating worship and help- as a chaplain and worship leader
ing plan Jewish programming on campus, Rabbi Isadore Koller
with the Life Enrichment staff. resides at the Gardens with his
Both the Rabbi and Cantor are wife, Peggy, and together they
available in crises and for grief lead the campus-wide Shabbat
counseling, officiating at funerals and Shiva. Also, having Pastoral More on page 19

www.bethsholom-lifecare.org

Jill A. Kuslits
Director of Marketing
& Development
Beth Sholom
Lifecare Community
(804) 750-2183

Beth Sholom celebrates
Veterans Day Nov. 11
T

his year Beth Sholom celebrated and honored residents who
have served in our nation’s military
with an afternoon social.
Music was performed by the
Old School Dude and a delicious
patriotic cake was made by our very
own kitchen staff.
Residents who served in the
United States Army are Jack
Lee, Harold Rapp, John Cashman, Kenneth Frishtick, Philip
Pines, Sonny Zimmerman, Peter
Glowacki, Harold Goodman, Ben
Humphreys and Murray Lowenstein.
Residents who served in the
United State Air Force are Dr.
Edward Kamens, Harold Smith,
Edward Winn, Louis Zanzola and
Dr. Leigh Budwell.
We thank our veterans for their
sacrifice.

World War II Veteran Harold Rapp, United
States Army.
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Jewish Family Theatre opens
Irving Berlin musical Dec. 11
“Irving Berlin has no place in American music. He
is American music.” - Jerome Kern
he Weinstein JCC’s Jewish Family Theatre
is Richmond’s only Jewish Theatre. JFT
helps to meet the cultural needs of the growing
Jewish community in the metro Richmond area
through a commitment to productions – that
may not be produced otherwise in this area –
and which challenge, enlighten, entertain and
connect Jews to their community and others.
The first JFT production of the 2014 –
2015 Patrons of the Arts Season, sponsored
by Gumenick Properties, is “The Melody Lingers On: The Songs of Irving Berlin.” The
show is an unabashed love story to the man
himself – telling the story of Berlin, a Russian
immigrant and son of a cantor. He began as
a singing waiter on the Bowery in the Lower
East Side of Manhattan; married a Catholic
girl; and from Tin Pan Alley to Broadway, from
Hollywood to tours of duty through Europe
and the Pacific lived the story of 20th century
America. This is the only musical devoted to
Berlin approved by his estate. A hybrid, sliding
somewhere between book and revue, it has
singing and dancing highlights that do justice
to 44 immortal tunes.

Weinstein JCC happenings

Winter camp for kids set
for Weinstein JCC

T

K

Cast of “The Melody Lingers On” rehearses
recently with Musical Director Jason Marks.

With a cast of seasoned veterans of the
JFT stage and some newcomers as well, the
works of Berlin come alive in the Sara Belle
November Theater at the Weinstein JCC. The
show opens Dec. 11 and runs through Dec.
21. For the Chanukah dinner and show on
Wednesday, Dec. 17, the community will come
together to celebrate the Festival of Lights with
a wonderful evening of songs we all know and
love. Tickets are going fast.
For details, contact Lisa Looney to reserve
your seats today at llooney@weinsteinjcc.org or
(804) 545-8608.

ids’ Place Winter
Break camps run during the winter break times
for Henrico County and
Richmond City schools.
It will run from Dec. 22
through Jan. 2.
The camp features an
engaging mix of field trips
and activities at the Weinstein JCC to keep children
engaged and entertained.
Whether it is activities such Counselor Andrea Griff playing the card game Hedbandz with
as a DJ dance party, getting Monona Zhou (left) and Nina Broderick at Kids’ Place.”
active with Zumba or Yoga,
or a day jumping around in
more information, contact Travis Solberg
a bounce house, Kids’ Place Winter Camp
at (804) 545-8630 or tsolberg@weinsteinjcc.org.
provides all day fun and entertainment for
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part,
children from Kindergarten though 8th
by a generous contribution from the Jewgrade.
ish Community Federation of Richmond.
To register a child for specific days or
the full two weeks, visit weinsteinjcc.org. For

FIFTH ANNUAL ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL
SPONSORED BY WEINSTEIN PROPERTIES

January 8-11, 2015

The Wonders

■

Weinstein JCC

■

January
Richmond,
VA
23-26

Live "Street Art" Demo
Festival Opening Reception prior to screening

Bethlehem

Discussion with Isaac Zablocki,

PATRONS OF THE

Director of the Manhattan JCC Israel Film Center

Hunting Elephants Light Breakfast & Coffee
Magic Men Discussion with the Righteous Greeks

ARTS

of Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church

Get your tickets to these award-winning films today! Visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
.
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January 2015 community
events mark 70th anniversary
of liberation of Auschwitz
T
he Virginia Holocaust Museum, the
Weinstein JCC and the Richmond
Symphony will present Voices of Survival
on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m. at the Carpenter Theatre at Richmond CenterStage. It
is sponsored by Dominion.
This unique performance commemorates the triumph of Jewish survival in
the camps that have become a synonym
for the Holocaust, while celebrating the
enduring power of artistic creativity that
charges the human spirit. The program will
reflect humanity’s triumph over the atrocities of the Holocaust by featuring works
by composers who suffered at the hands
of the SS as inmates in the ghettos and
concentration camps of the Nazi empire.
The creativity of the victims also includes words, video and music, performed
to remember all those who perished, while
honoring the courage and tenacity of all
those victims of the Nazis who survived,
thereby serving to uplift us all in the act of
commemorating one of human history’s
greatest crimes.
Video interviews featuring Richmond’s Holocaust Survivors will be presented throughout the concert as living
documentation and witness in the form
of first-hand accounts of the Survivors’
experiences and lives before and after their
freedom was regained. Renowned author
and VCU alumnus James A. Grymes will
also participate in the performance and

related events. His book, “Violins of Hope”
recounts the violin’s role in Jewish culture
and one man’s 20-year journey to restore
the violins of the Holocaust as a tribute to
those who were lost. He will be participating in a complementary event on Monday,
Jan. 26 at 1 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC to
discuss his book and the Jan. 27 concert.
To create an event that has a Commonwealth-wide impact, university choruses
from throughout Virginia have been invited to provide singers to join the Richmond
Symphony and Richmond Symphony
Chorus for the performance and commemorate the occasion. The concert will
be recorded by WCVE TV for subsequent
state-wide broadcast.
Jan. 27 is especially important as it is
both International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 70th anniversary of
the Liberation of Auschwitz. Music Director Steven Smith will conduct this concert,
which is sponsored by Dominion.
Adult tickets start at $20. Discounted
student and group rates are available.
Tickets can be purchased online at
richmondsymphony.com or by calling 1-800514-ETIX. Weinstein JCC Patrons of the
Arts subscribers receive tickets as part of
the 2014-15 subscription package. All other
tickets will be sold through Richmond
Symphony.
For information, contact Erin Mahone at
(804) 545-8644 or emahone@weinsteinjcc.org.

BB&T sponsors The BIG Raffle!

T

he Weinstein JCC and JFS are excited
to present The BIG Raffle! Thanks to
raffle ticket sponsor, BB&T, participants will
have the chance to win $5,000 in cash or
one of four additional cash prizes ($2,500,
$1,000, $1,000 and $500).
Raffle tickets go on sale Monday, Dec.
8 and will cost $100 each or $250 for three.
The ticket drawing will take place at The
BIG Schtick on Saturday, Feb. 21, and ticket
purchasers do not need to be present to win.
The BIG Raffle is just one exciting component of The BIG Schtick, which will be
presented by Woody Funeral Home, emceed by Channel 12 Meteorologist Andrew
Freiden and co-chaired by event committee
volunteers Esther Fratkin, Shelley Gouldin
and Elizabeth Thalhimer Smartt.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Carpenter Theatre at Richmond CenterStage
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 7:00 p . m .
a c o n c e r t c o m m m e m o r at i n g t h e

5400 Men’s Club

l i b e r at i o n

7 o t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t he

of a u s c h w i t z and in o b s e r va n c e

of i n t e r n at i o n a l h o l c a u s t r e m e m b r a n c e d ay .

Dec. 1 -Helvicio Borges, “Photo Essay:
Part II: The Medieval Villages of Phu and
Nar.”

Dec. 8 - Smokie Sizemore, Smart Women’s
Dec. 22 and 29 - No meeting
Club: “Mentioning the Unmentionable,
Note: This schedule also is for the Women’s Room
Organizing Your Personal Business & Afprograms with the Men’s Club.
fairs.”
:
a pa r t n e r s h i p a m o n g t h e v i r g i n i a h o l o c a u s t m u s e u m , t h e c a r o l e

sponsored

The BIG Schtick will feature the hilarious comedy of The Sklar Brothers, delicious food and drink, live music, bourbon
tasting compliments of Beam, Inc. and a
silent auction with a variety of unique and
exclusive items.
All proceeds from the event will benefit the
Weinstein JCC and JFS and allow for both
organizations to continue providing much
needed financial support to individuals who
can benefit from the programs and services
of each organization.
Community members can buy raffle tickets online at weinsteinjcc.org starting Monday,
Dec. 8. For details about the event or raffle,
contact Leslie McGuigan, special events
coordinator at (804) 545-8659 or lmcguigan@
weinsteinjcc.org.

Dec. 15 - Dr. Lauren Bell, associate dean,
professor of Political Science at Randolph
Macon College.

by

and marcus weinsten jewish community center and the richmond symphony.
adult tickets start at

$20.

d i s c o u n t e d s t u d e n t a n d g r o u p r at e s a r e ava i l a b l e .

tickets can be purchased online at www.richmondsymphony.com or

Family Fun Day, Dec. 25
Family Fun Day at the Weinstein JCC
December 25
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
$5 member/$6 non-member
$20 member maximum per family/
$25 nonmember maximum per family
No need to get out of your pajamas on this

1.800.514.etix.

winter day. Put on your slippers and join us for
a day of game-playing suited for the whole family, Judaic craft making, noshing on a delicious
brunch and visiting with friends.
Stay for a family-favorite movie while enjoying a cup of hot chocolate.
For details, call (804) 285- 6500.

A Reminder - “The BIG Schtick” is Saturday, Feb. 21
The November Reflector listed an incorrect date
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(From left) NBC’s Chuck Todd signs his new book
for Geri Adler and Sara Rosenbaum.

On the final day of the conference, participants were joined by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu via satellite.

Vice President Joe Biden kisses and hugs Holocaust Survivor
Nesse Godin as JFNA Chair Michael Siegal looks on.

GA
Continued from page 1

(From left) Supreme Court Justices Stephen Breyer and Elana Kagan are interviewed by NPR reporter Nina Totenberg.

Academy Award-winning actress and activist Marlee Matlin speaking about her Jewish heritage, career and experience overcoming
disabilities at the GA.

(From left) Israel Ambassador to United States Ron
Dermer followed by JAFI’s Natan Sharansky enter the GA
evening session.

Rabbi Jonathan Sachs addresses the GA delegates.

Shor, JCFR immediate past president, was elected to
the JFNA Board of Trustees. Shor will be one of 13
trustees representing 54 intermediate Federations.
Other lay leaders from Richmond attending were
Geri S. Adler, Kevin Fine, Yael Fletcher, Seth Kaplan,
JCFR President Richard Samet and Greg Serkin. Staff
attending were Federation CEO Samuel Asher, Melanie
Phillips, Sara Rosenbaum and Shoshanna SchechterShaffin.
The five young adults who participated in the GA
received a subsidy from the Sam E. and Virginia V.
Binswanger Young Leadership Award Fund of the
Richmond Jewish Foundation.
Next year’s GA will be at the Washington Hilton in
Washington, D.C., from Nov. 8-10.
Shor offered some parting words, “There is a tremendous amount to be learned by attending a GA, from
both large and small communities. The conversations
we have had are about community building and what
we can learn from each other.”

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
WINNER
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards
SINCE 2005

•
Unparalleled Service

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
PRIVATE ROOMS
www.bookbindersrichmond.com
Available for up to 70 Guests

.
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(From left) JAFI’s Natan Sharansky talks with delegates at the GA.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Save the Date
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond

Annual Legislative Reception
Monday, December 1, 2014
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Carole & Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center
RSVP to Diane Munsey at 545-8654 or
dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org

(From left) Mike Krumbein, Lou Belinkie and Earl Ferguson.

YOU

ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR

JCFR’S ENTERPRISE CIRCLE EVENT
ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2014
7:30 AM
Guest speaker Alan Franco (standing in the center) updates the group on pressing
events facing Israel and Jews around the world.

FEATURING

Men’s Event

AVRUM ELMAKIS

Continued from page 5

support of both the Annual Campaign
and the IEC.”
During the evening Franco and Prewitt
shared with the group the art of distilling and provided samples of bourbon as
well. They also answered questions on
the industry. Prewitt trained under two
master distillers with a combined experi-

WEINSTEIN JCC

ence of more than 70 years in the art of
distillation and has more than 15 years
of brewing and distilling experience. He
shared his passion about creating new and
innovative expressions of spirits.
For Campaign information, contact
Matt Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or
mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.

CO-FOUNDER

AND

CEO

OF

Reflector Correction
(From left) Mark Sisisky, Walter Rabhan,
Richard Birnbaum and
Morty Brown. In the
November Reflector, Morty Brown was
identified incorrectly.
The Reflector regrets
this error.

www.JewishRichmond.org
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RTA happenings
RUDLIN TORAH ACADEMY
RICHMOND HEBREW DAY SCHOOL

‘Change The World!’ RTA’s
new community service program
R
Stellar Education
for Every Jewish Child

udlin Torah Academy –
Richmond Hebrew Day
School is excited to introduce its
new Community Service Program for students in grades 5-8
– “Change the World.”
This program allows the
school’s natural leaders to demonstrate to the community the
Chesed and Torah values they receive at RTA every day. “Change
the World” is unique – it isn’t just
about fulfilling community services quotas. It is about generating
the inspiration and excitement
that comes from action and from
truly being “A Light unto the Nations.”
“Change the World” will
encompass many areas of community service, including but

not limited to: Partnering with
sister organizations such as the
Weinstein JCC and Beth Sholom
Home to assist on community
projects. Some of the areas include: Bikkur Cholim – visiting
the sick (at home, hospital or
senior residence); volunteering
with Friendship Circle of Virginia
to mentor children with special
needs and mentoring and/or tutoring younger students at RTA.
For details, call the school office at (804) 353-1110, or visit
www.rudlin.com.
Rudlin Torah Academy
is supported, in part, by a
generous contribution from
the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond.

RTA student Samantha Greene and Ava Hecht enjoy
their time together as partners in the Friendship
Circle of Virginia.

Tony Nominee

EMILY SKINNER
is

M U S I C A N D LY R I C S B Y

JERRY HERMAN
BOOK BY

JEROME LAWRENCE
AND ROBERT E. LEE

THRU JANUARY 11
VIRGINIAREP.ORG
804-282-2620
E. Rhodes and Leona B.
Carpenter Foundation

.
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Foundation happenings

Westbury Market/Pharmacy
8903 Three Chopt Road
Richmond, Virginia 23229
(804) 285-0962
Open from 6 a.m. until 11p.m. every day

If you own
low-yielding assets
and are seeking higher
income, a charitable
life income gift such
as a charitable gift
annuity or charitable
remainder trust may
be worth exploring.

FOR YOUR CHANUKAH CELEBRATION
Kosher Turkeys (12 lb & up - $2.59/lb
Kosher Chickens (cut up) - $2.99/lb
X-LARGE EGGS $1.49 A DOZEN

Golden Potato Pancakes
$1.99 Box of 8
Chanukah Candles
Menorahs • Gelt
Available for Sale

Gabriele Malvasia – $10.99 (750 ML)
Joyvin - Red or White - $7.99 (750 ML)
Baron Herzog - Merlot Selection - $8.99 (750 ML)
Baron Herzog White Zinfandel - $6.49 (750 ML)
Bartenura Moscato - $10.99 (750 ML)

Reap Multiple Benefits In Exchange
For Your Charitable Gift

Have a Healthy and Happy Chanukah

In exchange for your charitable gift of cash or appreciated securities, you reap multiple benefits:
• Receive a lifetime income
• Generate a current income tax deduction
• Bypass all or a portion of the capital gains on appreciated assets
Contact us to learn more about end-of-year gift strategies and how you could personally benefit.

Edible Arrangements is having a Holiday Open House
on Dec. 5-6 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
at its Kosher Certified Edible Arrangements,

Robert Nomberg, President and CEO
5403 Monument Avenue • Richmond, VA 23226 • (804) 545-8656
robert@rjfoundation.org • www.createlegacy.org/giftannuity

9736 Midlothian Turnpike, Richmond, 23235
PMS 567

They will be giving out free Star of David Pineapple Pops.
Everyone is invited!

Copyright © 2014 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. FP-2014-113.1-sr

Super Sunday
Continued from page 1

as a volunteer at www.jewishrichmond.org.
Campaign General Chair Ellen Renee
Adams, said, “Super Sunday is a wonderful
event in our community. It provides an
excellent opportunity for a broad base of
people to participate in and contribute
to the Federation’s critical efforts to help
Jews and non-Jews in Richmond, Israel
and throughout the world. In addition, a
number of local businesses help support our
activities with door prizes for volunteers for
which we are thankful.”
We look forward to seeing you on Super
Sunday, Dec. 7, to help us reach the hundreds
of campaign donors who traditionally make
their gifts on that day. With your assistance
we can provide support to those in need.
www.JewishRichmond.org

For details, call (804) 323-7848
Please answer our phone call, and
make a generous donation to the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond’s
Annual Campaign Your support of
Federation helps us fight poverty, rescue
and resettle Jewish immigrants, and
strengthen Jewish life.
These can be the most important calls
of the year volunteers make. One phone
conversation can make a difference in
the lives of those in need. One phone
conversation can help strengthen
social services and celebrate Jewish life.
Answering the phone has never been so
important.
For Campaign information, contact
Matt Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or
mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org..
No One Builds Community Like Federation.

The Shining Star
of Your Gathering.

Star of David
Festival
®

Hanukkah begins in
the evening of Tuesday,
December 16
th

Call, visit or order at edible.com

804-323-7848
9736 Midlothian Turnpike / Richmond, VA 23235
Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC.
© 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.
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News from Or Ami

I

t’s a busy time at Congregation Or
Ami.
On Friday evening, Dec. 5, Or Ami
will formally install Ahuva Zaches as
its congregational Rabbi. On hand
for the proceedings will be Dr. Joshua
Moss, one of Rabbi Ahuva’s highschool teachers at the American
Hebrew Academy in Greensboro,
N.C.
There will be music and festivities
as well. Shabbat services begin at 7.30
p.m., and everyone is invited. People
may choose to honor Rabbi Zaches
by making an online contribution to
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund at
www.or-ami.com/give-now.
Chanukah Bazaar
On Sunday, Dec. 7. from 11 a.m.
– 3 p.m., visit Or Ami’s 2nd Annual
Chanukah Bazaar. An exciting
array of local craft vendors will sell
metal works, jewelry, hats, clothing,
handbags, pottery and more.
A raffle, live music and food
vendors will add to the excitement.
For more details,, email Chanukah@

Synagogue happenings

Happenings at Brith Achim
O

Rabbi Ahuva Zaches

or-ami.com with questions.
“Mensch on a Bench”
Having problems with “elf envy”
among the younger set? Pick up
a “Mensch on a Bench” box set
($30.00), a holiday book and doll that
helps families and young children
explore the meaning and traditions

n Nov. 22, members of Congregation
Brith Achim, along with friends and family members of Eddie Russell, celebrated his
birthday and honored him for his many years
of dedicated service to our synagogue. For over
15 years, Russell has been custodian, and so
much more. He’s always there when anyone
needs him. He helps out in so many ways and
we are so very grateful to him. “Thank you,
Eddie, for everything you do for us!”
On Sunday, Dec. 21, the congregation will
have its annual Chanukkah dinner party, complete with mouth-watering latkes, delicious des-

serts, music and fun, for the whole family. Come
join everyone at 6 p.m.
Beginning in January, Rabbi Dennis BeckBerman will hold a class on Jewish mysticism,
meeting at a location convenient for those interested. We will learn about the teachings and
spiritual practices of several Hasidic masters
and modern mystics such as Rav Kook and
Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi. Contact the
Synagogue office at (804) 732-3968 for more
information or to sign up for the class.
Congregation Brith Achim wishes everyone
a very Happy Chanukkah.

Maimonides Leadership
Fellowship begins at VCU

Or Ami More on page 17

(From left) Simone Gregor, Madeline Paul, Sara Rosen and Arielle Sherman are four of the participants in
the Hillel at VCU program and Maimonides Leadership Fellowship initiative.

I

n conjunction with Hillel at VCU, the
Maimonides Leadership Fellowship began this
past fall semester. The MLF program consists of
nine classes in which university students are invited
to explore more about their heritage and enjoy a
home-cooked dinner.
Over the semester the lecturers have been
dissecting a variety of Jewish topics such as divinity
of the revelation at Mt. Sinai to a Jewish perspective
on happiness and family. These lectures often
evolve into discussions among the students and
allows for different views to be shared. MLF has
now spread to more than 35 universities throughout
North America and has set the standard for Jewish
educational programming on campus.
When asked about the program, Madeline Paul,
a junior, said “MLF has inspired me to look into
my own beliefs and do supplementary research and

.
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study on my own. It also has connected a bunch of
us at VCU to come together and learn. Now, some
of us even have branched off into a Torah study
group to really learn the basis of what we discuss.
Without this program, we would not have had the
inspiration nor the outlet to meet others who are
equally interested in learning more about Judaism.”
For the fall semester, eleven students signed
up and are eligible to receive a stipend upon
completion of the program. The program is led by
Menachem and Arielle Sherman and Don Cantor,
Rabbinical Intern at Keneseth Beth Israel, and
meets at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in the
VCU Globe building.
If you would like get involved and ensure the
continued inspiration of tomorrow’s Jewish leaders,
contact Menachem Sherman at msherman222@
gmail.com.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Chesed and learning at
Beth-El Religious School
religious school. The annual
school CARITAS drive will be
coordinated by religious school
students, and high school students, as part of their learning
about Judaism and the environment, have come up with
an ambitious plan for efficient
recycling at the school and
Synagogue.
Beth-El Kita Bet and Kita Gimmel students have an
The school’s tradition of visAutumn Garden Party with Beth Sholom Parkside iting Beth Sholom residents
residents.
continued as the students had
meaningful interactions through
n late October, Temple Beth-El held
fun
activities
with the residents. This is
a weekend of festivities as Rabbi Mione
way
in
which
the students put the
chael Knopf was installed.
learning
they
do
about
gemilut chasadim
From musical Friday night services
at
the
school
into
action.
to a moving installation ceremony on
Are you looking for a caring, dynamic
Shabbat morning to a lively panel discusenvironment
for your child to receive
sion with visiting Rabbis at the religious
a
meaningful
Jewish education? Why
school on Sunday, the entire community
not
consider
Temple
Beth-El Religious
reveled in officially welcoming the new
School.
Rabbi. The weekend was filled with
For details, or to take a tour of the
musical moments, Torah, and much
school,
contact Hazzan Marian Turk at
hope in the anticipation that lies ahead
hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org
or at (804)
with Rabbi Knopf.
814-3582.
The spirit of new things in the air
also has taken root at Temple Beth-El

I

Same sex marriages
approved at Beth-El
T

he Board of Governors and the clergy of
Temple Beth-El are pleased to announce
that, effective immediately, the clergy of Beth-El
will proudly officiate at the marriages of gay and
lesbian Jewish couples.
In an announcment from the Beth-El board,
they said, “This decision endorses the stance of the
Conservative Movement of Judaism that its rabbis
and cantors may officiate at marriage ceremonies
for same sex Jewish couples. And it celebrates the
U.S. Supreme Court’s recent decision to legalize
same-sex marriage in Virginia, as well as the Commonwealth’s subsequent announcement that it
would issue marriage licenses for same-sex couples
and recognize same-sex marriages.
“Temple Beth-El strongly believes that equality for all people is both an American and Jewish
value. We feel that the laws of our land that have
denied equality to gays and lesbians have been an
injustice. We would not deny these rights to other
groups, and now, the Supreme Court has moved
closer to the ideal of our Founders of liberty and
justice for all.

Reel Theology set for Dec. 21

C
	
  
	
  
Invites	
  You	
  to	
  A	
  Game	
  Day	
  

M ahjongg, B ridge, Scrabble or G am e of your choice

Wednesday,	
  January	
  21,	
  2015	
  
	
  

Doors open at 10 AM -- Lunch served at 12 PM
Temple Beth-El Grove Avenue Social Hall
	
  
Open to the public
Pay at the door - $10 Sisterhood members; $15 non-members
Please RSVP to reserve your game table;
Call 804-355-3564 or tbesisterhood1@gmail.com by January 16, 2015
BRING YOUR OW N GAM E! GAM E GROUPS W ELCOM E!

“As Jews, we believe that all of us are created
in the Divine image. We are exhorted to treat all
equally and deny no one equal rights. We have
felt the pains of legal inequality throughout our
history, which gives us a responsibility to ensure
that no group of people has to endure this kind
of suffering.
“LGBTQ individuals have suffered from inequality for a very long time. It is not part of the
Jewish tradition to be a party to the suffering of
others through unequal treatment. We are happy
to be able to say that we have taken a stand to
include people of all ages, genders, sexual orientation, denominations and religious backgrounds
into our family at Beth-El.
“When our children are born, we say : ‘May we
be privileged to raise the child in a life of Torah,
mitzvot (performance of the commandments),
and to lead that child to stand under the chuppah
(marriage canopy).’
“We are now able to say that for all our children
and continue to build a bridge to equality for all.”

ongregation Or Ami’s Adult Learning Committee will show “The Outside Chance of
Maximilian Glick” as its monthly Reel Theology
movie on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 6 p.m.
In the late 1950s, during the preparation for his
Bar Mitzvah, a Jewish boy from a small Manitoba
community in Canada with an overbearing family
tries to navigate his coming-of-age with his family’s
condescension and bigotry using his sarcastic Jewish humor. The town’s rabbi dies, and a sub-plot
develops in which Max’s father and grandfather (the

Synagogue leaders) are saddled with an Hasiddic
rabbi who sticks out like a sore thumb in an assimilated Jewish community. To make matters worse,
he likes a Catholic girl. The quirky, fun-loving rabbi
tries to help him with his problems, yet harbors a
secret ambition of his own.
The free event is open to all with an informal
potluck before the movie and a group discussion
afterward led by Rabbi Ahuva Zaches.
Or Ami is located at 9400 Huguenot Road.
For details, call (804) 272-0017.

The STEVIE WATSON Team
Wishes You and Your Family
a Joyous Hanukkah
Let My 25 Years
of Expertise
Go to Work
for You!

754-4551
	
  
	
  
Invites	
  You	
  to	
  A	
  Game	
  Day	
  

www.JewishRichmond.org
M ahjongg, B ridge, Scrabble or G am e of your choice

Wednesday,	
  January	
  21,	
  2015	
  
	
  

Doors open at 10 AM -- Lunch served at 12 PM
Temple Beth-El Grove Avenue Social Hall
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CARITAS at Beth-El

T

For his personal Remember Me Bnai Mitzvah Project, Jonah Shoval shared his special day with
a Holocaust victim whose life was cut short and who was not able to have a Bat Mitzvah ceremony – his cousin, Devorah Gabler, who was murdered in the Holocaust at the age of three.
He raised money for the Virginia Holocaust Museum and handed out blue “Stars of Hope.”

Tri-generational Bar Mitzvah
celebrated at Or Atid
By Rabbi Royi Shaffin

O

r Atid celebrated and commemorated
a tri-generational Holocaust family
Bar Mitzvah Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 as Jonah
Shoval became a Bar Mitzvah along with
his father, Alon, and his 81-year old grandfather, Oded.
Having grown up in a secular BritishIsraeli family, Alon Shoval never had a Bar
Mitzvah. But when the time came for his
son to celebrate this milestone in his life,
he took the bull by the horns.
This was going to be a life-changing
event for the entire family; a re-connection
to sacred family roots. Not only was Jonah
going to become a Bar Mitzvah, but Alon
and his father as well.
Under the inspiring tutelage of religious
school teacher Barbara Lustig, Alon and
Jonah, and Alon’s younger son Leo mastered the entire Aleph Bet and learned to
read Hebrew fluently. They then continued
learning and attending services and gained
proficiency in the Friday night and Shabbat
morning services.
Oded, Alon, and Bar Mitzvah boy, Jonah, each took on the challenge of a Torah
reading. Jonah’s uncle, Michael Friedler,
who is married to Alon’s sister Iris and is
himself the son of a Holocaust survivor,
also read from the Torah.
In addition, Jonah mastered the Haftorah reading and prepared to deliver a Bar
Mitzvah Dvar Torah (sermon).
To top it all of, Jonah Shoval engaged in

.

emple Beth-El will be
hosting a group of CARITAS guests for the 22nd year!
Every day during the week of
Dec. 13-20, members will greet
and take care of the needs of
approximately 33 homeless
men, including housing them
for the night.
Beth-El volunteers will
serve hot dinners, prepare food
to make sandwiches and pack
hearty lunches, do laundry for
the guests, offer showers and
haircuts, spend the night making sure they are safe, and entertain and spend time visiting
with the guests to make them
feel at “home.”
Beth-El is the only Synagogue in Richmond that undertakes such an ambitious
project hosting CARITAS.
A major role in supporting these efforts is played by

t is with great sadness that
Temple Beth-El notes the
tragic and untimely passing
of Cantor Edward Cohen,
who served Temple Beth-El
for 20 years.
After leaving Temple
Beth-El, Cantor Cohen
served a congregation in

the Remember Me Bnai Mitzvah Project,
in which Bnai Mitzvah share their special
day with a Holocaust victim whose life was
cut short and was not able to have a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah ceremony.
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see how you or your congregation can help out as well.
Members always say they
get more out of their CARITAS experience than they put
into it. A story from last year
was especially poignant when
one of the guests seemed to
know the Roseneath building
well. He first asked “Wasn’t this
where The Vineyard Church
used to be?” That was correct
he was told. Then he asked,
“And wasn’t it the Holocaust
Museum before that?” He was
told yes again. And then he
was asked, “How did you know
that?” Our guest then told his
story… he used to live on Hanover Avenue until he lost his
house and became homeless.
If it wasn’t clear before
that to our members, we are
truly taking care of our “neighbors!”

Beth-El mourns passing of Cantor
Edward Cohen

I

This Oct. 21, 1938 photo in Poland of a young
Rachel Goldberg – Jonah Shoval’s grandmother who survived the Holocaust - and his
great- grandmother – Sara Goldberg who did
not. Both were featured in Jonah’s special Bar
Mitzvah project.

the Beth-El’s Brown Religious
School. Students volunteer to
help out in the evenings, collect items for and pack toiletry
kits for our guests, provide all
the items needed for lunches,
and write inspirational notes
to be placed on their beds.
In addition, on the Sunday
of our week, students make
sandwiches & lunches.
CARITAS, a Richmondbased nonprofit, works closely
with the local community to
break the cycle of homelessness. It provides shelter to onethird of the area’s homeless on
any given night. Over 170 congregations in the Richmond
area, providing 175 combined
weeks of shelter to more than
1,000 homeless adults and
family members each year,
support this program.
Visit http://caritasva.org to

Flushing, NY, as ritual director. At a memorial service held for Cantor Cohen
at Temple Beth-El, congregants remembered his kind
and gentle demeanor, the way
he selflessly and generously
gave of his time to congregants, the hours he spent in

For Jonah, however, this was personal.
He decided to share his Bar Mitzvah with
his cousin, Devorah Gabler, who was murdered in the Holocaust at the age of three.
Devorah was killed in Sambor, Poland,
(today Ukraine), while in her mother’s arms,
by a Ukrainian soldier-Nazi collaborator.
Jonah’s grandmother, Rachel Goldberg,
who survived the Holocaust by hiding from
the Nazis, traveled from England together
with grandfather, Oded, to join us for the
simchah. Savta (grandma), Rachel’s parents Aaron and Sarah as well as her aunt
and grandmother were all victims of the
Holocaust.
Jonah’s family’s reconnection with the
past drew him to do more and more to
preserve the memory of the Holocaust and
to kindle a light for the future.
He decided that as his Bar Mitzvah project he would raise money for the Virginia

hospitals with congregants
and comforting the sick, and
his talent for connecting with
students as they prepared
for b’nei mitzvah. He was
unique in his humility, kindness and generosity, and he is
missed and mourned by many
in the community.

Holocaust Museum.
All of a sudden, from the hallways of Or
Atid to the entrance way of the Weinstein
JCC, Jonah was there collecting money for
the Virginia Holocaust Museum and handing out “Stars of Hope” – little blue stars
to contrast the despised yellow stars that
are such a known symbol of the Holocaust.
As the Bnai Mitzvah program at Or Atid
rebooted on Oct. 22 for another exciting
year of learning and engagement with Jewish tradition, one cannot think of a more
inspiring first Bar Mitzvah of the year.
We are clearly reminded Bar and Bat
Mitzvah ceremonies are precious moments
that accentuate our important role in a
chain of tradition connecting us with our
family and with the entire Jewish people past, present and future.
For details about Or Atid programs and
activities, call (804) 740-4747.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Hadassah happenings
General Meeting: Jan. 4
ichmond Hadassah plans a General
Membership meeing Jan. 4. “The
Power of Women who DO” is the theme
of the Richmond Chapter of Hadassah
installation brunch on at the Richmond
Country Club, 12950 Patterson Ave. The
program will begin at 10:30 a.m.
Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn, member
of the Virginia House of Delegates, will
give the keynote address. A Life Member
of Hadassah, Filler-Corn has represented
the 41st District (Fairfax County) since 2010.
She has nearly 2 decades of experience
working across party lines in both the public
and private sectors and was not only the
first Jewish women elected to the House
of Delegates, but remains the only Jewish
woman serving in the House.
Gail Moskowitz, Hadassah Southern
Seaboard Region Organizational vicepresident, will install the following officers:
Presidents, Robin Jackson and Rebecca
Young; Communications Vice Presidents,
Marci Rosenthal and Victoria Caplan; Education Vice President, Phyllis Ellenbogen;
Programming Vice Presidents, Beth Rochkind and Geri Stahl Adler; Membership
Vice Presidents, Joan Menkes and Charlotte
Silver; Fundraising Vice Presidents, Helen
Gutworth and Susanne Shilling; Treasurer,
Evelyn Windmueller; Assistant Treasurer,
Bella Gurevich; Recording Secretary, Sue
Kleinman; Assistant Recording Secretary,
Madelaine Kramer.
To RSVP mail your check for $25, payable to Hadassah, to Bella Gurevich,15011
Snowmass Terrace, Glen Allen, VA 23060
by Dec. 24. Reserve early as space is limited.
For more information, contact Paula
Carl at Paulafcarl@gmail.com.

R

Mah Jongg Card Orders

R

ichmond Hadassah is now taking orders for Mah Jongg cards for 2015.
Mah Jongg cards are $8 for standard size and
$9 for large. Orders must be in by Jan. 20.
Hadassah benefits from each card ordered. They don’t cost any more than ordering direct. People can order other Mah
Jongg supplies as well. Make your check
payable to Hadassah and send it along with
your name, address and size of card you
want to Toby Rosenthal, 4412 Bromley
Lane, Richmond, VA 23221-1140; phone
(804)358-8654.
If ordering cards for others, include their
name, address and phone number and size
of card.
Lunch and Learn: Dec. 10
hh! The Maccabees had a secret.
There’s a woman’s perspective to Chanukah seldom heard about. Her name is
Queen Shalom-Zion and Julie Beck-Berman
will lead members and guests through her
marvelous story at Hadassah ‘s Lunch and
Learn, Dec. 10 at noon at the Weinstein
JCC.
Just in time for Chanukah come hear a
feminist perspective of the historic Maccabees. Bring your lunch or buy it from
the café.
For further information, contact Julie
Beck-Berman at juliefbb@aol.com.

S

Categories will be Best Traditional Latke,
Best Sweet Latke and Best Savory Latke.
Latke tasting will be a blast and diner
will be served. Everyone gets to vote on
the best latkes in each category
Couvert is $10 per person, $20 per family.
Contact Fran Broeder at 794-5757 or
brookroadsouth@yahoo.com by Dec. 1 to enter
your latkes in the competition.
Advocacy Day : Feb. 4
ark your calendars for Feb. 4 for Advocacy Day—“Date with the State.”
Once again you will have an opportunity to let your legislative voice be heard
as members visit with key legislators to
present the case for bills they may be carrying or have importance to the Jewish
Community. Hadassah joins with partner, the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond on this event.
It also will be an opportunity to hear
what the General Assembly will be legislating in 2015.
For further information contact Beth
Rochkind at abejrock@aol.com.

M

Health Program: Feb. 15
o you have troubling aches and pain?
Have the twists and turns of last summer faded away? You’re not alone. As we
age most of us experience some form of
arthritis.
Richmond Hadassah will offer you an
opportunity to listen and ask questions
when Dr. Beth Rubenstein, Rheumatologist
at the VCU Health System and Hadassah
member, takes members and guests through
the twists and turns of arthritis at Hadassah’s annual Health Symposium.
Mark your calendar for Feb. 15 at 10
a.m. at the Weinstein JCC for a lite breakfast and social followed at 10:30 by Rubenstein’s presentation and question and
answer period. Admission is $10.
To RSVP, mail your check payable to
Hadassah to Evie Windmueller, 8708 Holly
Hill Road, Henrico, VA 23229 by Feb. 8.
If you need more information, contact
Phyllis Elenbogen at phyl123123@comcast.
net, (804) 741-9279 or Julie Goodman at
jsgoodwoman@aol.com, or (804) 741-6577.

D

Latkes Cook-Off: Dec. 14
re you ready for a knockdown, drag-out,
spatula to spatula competition? Richmond Hadassah is having a Latke Cook-off .
Bring your favorite latkes Dec. 14 at 5
p.m. to the Weinstein JCC to compete for
the title of Best Latke Maker in Richmond.
Everyone is eligible for the title.

A

Or Ami
Continued from page 14

of Chanukah.
Last year’s stock of
“Mensches” sold out. Contact Dennis
Weiss at (804) 306-1401 to reserve a
“Mensch” now.
New Year’s Eve
Back by popular demand – New Year’s
Eve at Or Ami. The congregation plans an
evening of music – songs from the Great
American Songbook, Broadway classics,
and contemporary pop – featuring some
of the area’s most popular song stylists.
www.JewishRichmond.org

The event will feature desserts, wine and
beer and it will offer informal, cabaretstyle seating. Join us on Wednesday, Dec.
31 at 7.30 p.m. (It will end around 9:30 if
you have plans for later that evening.)
Call the Or Ami office at (804) 2720017 or email office@or-ami.com and
reserve a ticket. The cost is $12.50 in
advance; $15.00 at the door and proceeds
benefit Or Ami’s operating fund.
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Community members share stories,
names of Holocaust victims

Community Happenings

Irina Manelis
Alex Keisch photos courtesy of Rachel Loria

Rabbi Cantor Annie Bornstein

Unto Every Person There is a Name
And a Story
he Richmond community, Survivors
and family members gathered at Emek
Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery on
Sunday afternoon Nov. 9 to remember
the atrocities of the Holocaust and honor
the memories and lessons of the victims.
The theme of the annual memorial
service was “Unto Every Person There
is a Name,” which focused on the identities and stories of those memorialized at
Emek Sholom who perished during the
Holocaust.
Featured speakers were Alex Keisch,
Elise Scherr, Irina Manelis, Ben Kutner,
and Inge Horowitz.
The service was led by Rabbi Cantor
Annie Bornstein, assisted by Cantor Erol
Helfman.
Keisch, who called himself a refugee from
this madness that began 70 years ago today
lost most of his family during the Holocaust,
said,” “The importance of these names can
never be overstated. That’s because unto
every person there is a name. Unto every
person there is a name and a story. This is
why we’re here today.”
He noted, “for many sadly it was the end
70 years ago today but for many it was a
beginning. It was the end of the lives of
all of my 14 uncles, aunts, all four of my
grandparents and countless unnamed faceless cousins of mine – relatives both close
and near.”
Rabbi Cantor Bornstein emphasized each
one and every Holocaust victim had a story.
“Each one of those 6 million human beings
had a personal history. They had a family
– children, mothers and fathers, brothers
and sisters, grandparents, cousins, lovers and
friends. Each one had dreams. Each one
had a name.”
She said the names of all the victims will

never be discovered but it’s important to tell
the world “never again.”
Two family members spoke about their
family members lost in the Holocaust and
memorialized among the 460 names on the
wall behind them. Scherr and then Manelis
shared the stories they uncovered from extensive research.
Scherr told the story of her grandparents, Leah J. and Lewis Capeiko, who were
taken to a forest near their home in Lithuania, which was part of Poland at the time,
and shot by their neighbors. Scherr’s father
escaped and settled in Lawrenceville, where
he was a store owner.
Manelis described how her father’s cousin,
Ernst Baruch Levy, was killed in Auschwitz
after it was discovered he and his wife had

T

.

Elise Scherr

been planning resistance efforts in Germanoccupied Holland.
Hillel students from Virginia Commonwealth University took part in a candle
lighting ceremony to memorialize the 460
victims of the Holocaust whose names are
written on the wall at Emek Sholom. A
violin accompaniment was performed by
Yakov Tulchinsky.
Megan Mauro, a Henrico High School
sophomore, received this year’s “Never Again
Award” from Esther Windmueller. The student read her moving essay about ongoing
genocide in Darfur. She noted this is the center of the regional conflict in Sudan where
the United Nations estimates at least 300,000
have been killed in the last decade and about
2 million displaced. Mauro cited a letter from

a Sudanese refugee fleeing violence there
saying the promise of world leaders seemed
empty to those still in the country.
Windmueller praised Mauro for her efforts. “It is one thing to remember, but it’s
another thing to do something about it,”
Windmueller said.
At the beginning of the service and during the candle lighting, a recording of the
names of the victims displayed on the walls
was played. The names were recorded by
Survivors and their family members. While
there are 460 names on the memorial wall,
only about 110 have stories and details. The
Emek Sholom board is seeking information
on the remaining names.
Fo r
details,
visit
w w w.
emeksholomcemeteryrichmond.org.

VHM plans program on discrimination
of Japanese-Americans
Memories of Heart Mountain, an
American Prison Camp
Saturday, Dec. 13, 1-3 p.m.

J

oin the Virginia Holocaust
Museum for a conversation
with Sam Mihara, who is a
second-generation Japanese
American, and with his family, was forced to move into an
internment camp in northern
Wyoming after the United States
entered World War II.
Mihara’s 90-minute presentation will give visitors the opportunity to hear how discrimination and intolerance affected
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his life. Audience members will
have the opportunity to ask the
speaker questions after his presentation. This program is free
and open to the public.
For more information, contact
Megan Ferenczy at mferenczy@
vaholocaust.org.
Founded to educate the community about the tragedies of
the Holocaust, the Virginia
Holocaust Museum strives to
memorialize and document
the atrocities of World War II.
Through exhibits, programming, and outreach, the museum uses the history of geno-

cide to teach the dangers of
prejudice and indifference.It
is open Monday through Friday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday. Admission is free, and
docent-led tours are available
if scheduled in advance. There
is ample off-street parking in a
lighted parking lot.
For details, call (804) 2575400 ext. 252.

Sam Mihara
www.JewishRichmond.org

sponsored

by

:

Neil Kessler receives Humanitarian Award from Name Name during annuals awards dinner.

Neil Kessler honored with
Humanitarian Award
N
eil Kessler, a longtime
community leader was
among five individuals and
a nonprofit organization
honored at the 52nd annual
Richmond Humanitarian
Awards Dinner Oct. 27 in
Richmond.
The Virginia Center
for Inclusive Communities
honored the following individuals and organization:
Florence Neal Cooper Smith

received the Distinguished
Virginian Award; and Heidi
W. Abbott, Edward L. Ayers
Kessler and Cynthia I. Newbille received Humanitarian
Awards. The ROSMY organization received a Distinguished Merit Citation.
Kessler was recognized
for Interfaith Understanding. In addition to serving
as president of the Jewish
Community Federation of

Richmond from 2006-2008,
he was chairman of the
Richmond Jewish Foundation from 1998-2000 and
president of Beth Sholom
Home of Central Virginia
from 1983-85. He served on
he boards of a number of
organizations including the
Weinstein JCC and Congregation Beth Ahabah. He
also was chair of the Henrico
Business Council.

Continued from page 7

www.JewishRichmond.org

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 7:00 p . m .
a c o n c e r t c o m m m e m o r at i n g t h e

7o t h

anniversary

of the l i b e r at i o n of a u s c h w i t z and in o b s e r va n c e
of i n t e r n at i o n a l h o l o c a u s t r e m e m b r a n c e d ay .

Pastoral
worship every Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. All chaplains are under
the immediate supervision of the Director
of Resident Services Deirdre Arnowitz,
who also functions as needed as a spiritual
resource on campus.
Recently, Beth Sholom welcomed its first
Christian chaplain intern, the Reverend
Elizabeth Dowdy, who is fulfilling her clinical pastoral education work requirement as
a chaplain intern at Beth Sholom’s Health
Care Center. She will be working 15 hours
a week from October 2014-March 2015
visiting residents, teaching a weekly Bible
study and leading worship one Sunday a
month at the Health Care Center.
Dowdy is an ordained Baptist minister, receiving her master’s of divinity in
May 2004 from Emory University Can-

Carpenter Theatre at Richmond CenterStage

a pa r t n e r s h i p a m o n g t h e v i r g i n i a h o l o c a u s t m u s e u m ,

dler School of Theology where she was a
Robert W. Woodruff Fellow in Theology
and Ministry. She received her bachelor’s
in leadership studies from the University of
Richmond, Jepson School of Leadership in
2000. She lives in Richmond, where she
is pursuing her certification in chaplaincy
and raising two daughters, ages 4 and 6.
Her added interests and expertise in choral music, theater, storytelling, preaching
and creative ministry will serve to expand
the chaplaincy services that Beth Sholom
provides its large and diverse population.
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community is
fortunate to have a number of devoted
volunteers who assist in several Judaic and
Christian holiday services and festivals.
For additional information, contact
Deirdre Arnowitz at (804) 421-5330.

the carole and marcus weinsten jewish community
center and the richmond symphony.
adult tickets start at

$10.

$20,

student tickets start at

g r o u p r at e s a r e ava i l a b l e .

tickets can be purchased online at
www.richmondsymphony.com or
call

804.788.1212

1.800.514.etix.

for more information.
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‘The Other Side of the Curtain’ opens
at the Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives
F

rom the late 1970s through the early
2000s, a broad coalition of organizations, Synagogues and volunteers
raised funds, donated time and provided support for the acculturation of
the Soviet Jews relocating to Richmond.
A new exhibit,“The Other Side of
the Curtain,” focusing on these community efforts to help resettle more
than 800 Jews from the FSU into new
lives in Richmond, opened Nov. 17 at
the Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives,
1109 West Franklin Street.
The exhibit includes original documents, photographs and artifacts illustrate their personal accounts of their
David Farris, director, Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives, talks about the new
lives behind the Iron Curtain, their exexhibit at a pre-opening reception Nov. 16. The exhibit will run for one year.
periences, impressions and expectations
upon arriving in Richmond, and their
reflections after 25 years or more.
This exhibition is the final component of “Draw Back
the Curtain”, a multi-year project (2011-2014) created
through the generosity, cooperation and coordination of
the University of Richmond, Jewish Family Services, the
Richmond Jewish Foundation, University of Richmond
Hillel and the Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives.
The exhibit will continued for the next year according
to David Farris, director of the museum and archives.
“We had a great team and committee working tirelessly on this for about two years. I am pleased it all came
together,” said Farris.
The team included Bonnie Eisenman, Grace Zell,
Amy Roberts, Carol Sesnowitz, Genie Crawford, Edith
Brenner, Susan Morgan, Pam Feibish, Philip Le as well
as Farris. The exhibit designer was Jennifer Nesossis,
who works at the Virginia Historical Society.
“They worked with Jewish Family Services and the
University of Richmond to create the exhibit. We included many photos and historical documents from our
archives too,” he explained.
Farris said, “I learned so much about these new Americans and the efforts of so many in our community to
help them resettled.
The exhibit includes current photos and many from the
He credited Eisenman a longtime staff member for 1980s with comments.
coordinating all the details and putting in many hours
to finalize the exhibit.
of Richmond, the Commonwealth and beyond. The
“This was a big project and I had lots of help,” she
first Jewish congregation in the Commonwealth, Kahal
noted.
Kadosh Beth Shalome, Beth Ahabah’s predecessor conThe Beth Ahabah team reviewed filmed interviews
gregation, was founded in 1789 in Richmond, and, at
of Russians and volunteers and selected important statethe time, was the sixth and western most congregation
ments to include on display boards with photographs
in the United States. The Museum & Archives mainfrom the 80s and current photos too.
tains records for congregations Beth Shalome and Beth
At a pre-opening reception on Nov. 16, Shelly Berger,
Ahabah, many members of those congregations and
chairman of the archives, welcomed special guests includmany of Richmond’s major Jewish institutions, including
ing some of the Russians who came to Richmond in the
the Carole and Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community
70s and 80s and a group of community members who
Center, Jewish Family Services and the Beth Sholom
helped in the efforts
Lifecare Community.
The Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives is Richmond’s
Other exhibitions on view in the Museum & Archives
museum of Jewish history and culture. Exhibitions focus
galleries are “That You’ll Remember Me: Jewish Voices
on the art, culture and history of the Jewish community

.
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This photograph from the 1980s features Seva and Meri Izrailova and
Lady Liberty Photography Courtesy of the Pinkasov Family

The exhibit includes articles from the Reflector. This display board
features photos from the March on Washington in late 1987 in which
1,200 Richmonders participated.

of the Civil War,” which explores the Richmond Jewish experience
during the Civil War; and on permanent exhibition, “Commonwealth and Community: The Jewish Experience in Virginia”–an
exploration of Jewish Virginia beginning with the 1585 arrival of
Joachim Gaunse, a metallurgist with Sir Walter Raleigh’s expedition, to the present day.
The Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives, is open Sunday through
Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is free, although
donations are welcomed.
For details, call (804) 353-2668 or visit bethahabah.org/bama.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Students listen at Congregation Beth Ahabah about the many unique features of a Synagogue.

Students learn from Hazzan Marian Turk at Temple Beth-El.

Annual Synagogue tour held for school students Nov. 9

T

he Richmond Council of Jewish
Education sponsored the annual
first and second grade Synagogue tour
on Sunday, Nov. 9.
Students, parents and chaperones
visited Congregation Beth Ahabah,
Temple Beth-El and Keneseth Beth
Israel – the congregations rotate years.
Next year students will visit Or Ami,
Or Atid and Chabad.
While visiting each location students
spoke with the Rabbis and education
directors and were asked to identify
specific features found in each Synagogue such as the mezuzahs, eternal
lights, menorahs and many other objects. At each location students learned
about the different roles a Synagogue
plays in our lives, including a House of
Prayer, a House of Study and a House
of Gathering.
This program is designed to share
the beauty and differences of each of
our local congregations.
RCJE is funded by the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond and
programs are planned in collaboration
among the JCFR, Beth Ahabah, Beth
El, Congregation Or Ami, Congregation Or Atid, KBI, Chabad of Virginia, Rudlin Torah Academy, Virginia
Holocaust Museum, BBYO and the
Weinstein JCC. Other programs of the
RCJE include Camp Sababa, professional development workshops for local
educators, Holocaust museum tours for
students and more.
For more information on these
programs, contact Sara Rosenbaum
at (804) 545-8629 or srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org .
www.JewishRichmond.org

At KBI, students and parents learn from Rabbi Dovid Asher.

Linda Griff, one of the coordinators of the Synagogue
tour, introduces Romona Brand, Beth Ahabah’s Education director. Griff is a religious school teacher at BethEl.

Students view the Torah up close at
Temple Beth-El.
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The three new Rs: rigor,
relevance, relationships
(Editor’s Note: This opinion-editorial was published in the
Richmond Times-Dispatch, Sunday, Oct. 26.
By Dan Frank
e can try to imagine much of what the
future might hold, but the one certainty is
that our personal and work lives, and those of our
children, will be filled with technology. This brings
challenges and opportunities. We must continue to
foster sustained attention, deep reading, and clear,
coherent communication, while learning to better
collaborate, create, and customize. And, perhaps
most importantly, we must help our children to
make ethical decisions – both online and off – that
are rich in character; character education best
begins, as we all know, at the youngest ages.
At The Steward School, we are suggesting
that there are two parallel sea changes occurring.
One is for schools: In light of the mass availability
of information—and even course credit—online,
what is the sustainable role for brick and mortar
schools? The second is for families: As both parents
and children become increasingly reliant on and
distracted by our never off/never alone screeninfused lives, what becomes of the family bonds and
influences that are so fundamental to our children’s
socio-emotional growth and development?
John Chubb, president of the National Association of Independent Schools, tells us that because
markets are changing (price, demographics, families
less frequently living where they grew up, etc.), the
schools that thrive will do so because they serve a
range of kids. In other words, schools will remain
important because we can serve a wide bandwidth
of needs, abilities, and passions and personalize
both our environments and our instruction to meet
these demands. So, while technology is a threat
to our institutions, as a tool well-used it represents
one of the best means by which we can help our
students prepare for college and for life.
The new three Rs are rigor, relevance and
relationships. At Steward, we see relationships as
paramount to the educational process: interpersonal relationships between students and faculty,
and intrapersonal relationships between students
and the content (via self-reflection, concentration
and engagement). If these relationships are intact,
rigor and relevance are natural outgrowths. Based
on recent studies, the skills that young graduates
need to succeed in the work force center around
collaboration, communication, and social ethics.
Clearly, the social dimension in our networked
world is increasingly important.
The other relationship we value highly at Steward is the partnership between the school and
our families. In order for students to succeed at
the highest levels, the messages they receive from
teachers and parents about values, character, and
ethics should be in sync.

W

Michael Cevallos ’14

Varsity Soccer and Instrumental Music
2014 Gates Millennium Scholar

At Steward, students in grades JK-12 discover their potential in an environment of intellectual
inspiration and unwavering support. To offer the opportunity for a distinctive and personalized
independent school education to a broader community, The Steward School is pleased to
announce the Debbie Robson Merit Scholarship. This award provides four years of full tuition
for two rising ninth-grade students who have distinguished themselves academically and in
extracurricular areas such as athletics, arts, innovation, or community service.
For more information, join us for an Admissions Program, call 804.565.2334 to arrange
a personal tour, or visit us online at www.StewardSchool.org.

JK-12 Admissions Program
Friday, January 30, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

.
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Comparing the social graph and network effects yields interesting insight into the overlapping
concerns of school and families. The network effect
states that as groups (networks) accumulate more
members, they become more useful. Social media,
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), and
collaborative cloud-based platforms are excellent
examples of tools now prevalent in educational
settings to increase the network potential of students. However, we know from research (Dunbar’s
Law) that humans can really only manage up to
150 weak-tie relationships at once. What becomes
the differentiator in relationship management is
the social graph, the points of distinction we seek
and through which we construct our personal and
social identities. We believe it is imperative that as
parents and school communities we not cede the
social and moral development of our children to
the worldwide network at large.
Two recent visiting innovators at Steward, author and clinical psychologist Catherine Steiner
Adair and teacher and YouTube EDU Guru Paul
Andersen, helped us examine establishing balance
between technology and relationships in our lives.
Through Mr. Andersen, we learned more about
how to best use the tools we have placed in our
students’ hands.
Through Dr. Steiner-Adair, we learned more
about the desired equilibrium between work and
home lives and the necessary balance between
screen time and other activities. Most organizations institute “acceptable use” policy guidelines
for technology to have ethics-based rules; we follow
“responsible use” guidelines intrinsically because
it is the right thing to do. We need to learn more
about how to conduct face-to-face relationships,
how to pay full attention to our children, and how
to create healthy connections.
As Dr. Steiner-Adair says, “Our challenge as
technology continues to open new worlds of possibility is not to let new opportunities and new apps
obliterate old truths. Children need our attention;
children flourish in families that work hard at being
a family. …In our own homes and families…we
can deepen connections, cultivate closeness, and
push pause more often to savor the gift of time
and the primacy of family.” Schools and families
owe it to children to help them navigate this world
that is changing faster than at any other point in
history; we must use the technology as a tool, but
not allow it to overtake us.
Dan Frank joined The Steward School in 2007 as the
head of the Upper School. Currently, he is the interim head
of school at Steward, in western Henrico County, and he
lives on the South Side with his wife, Robin, and three children, Glenn, Mike and Will. Contact him at dan.frank@
stewardschool.org.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Miriam Davidow, a co-founder of Richmond Jewish Coalition for Literacy, takes part in the Readers’
Café at Swansboro Elementary School.

Want to make a difference in the
life of a child at Swansboro?
W
ould you like to make a difference in
the life of a child? Join the Richmond
Jewish Coalition for Literacy, sponsored by
the JCFR, by volunteering to lead a Readers’ Café group at Swansboro Elementary
School.
You don’t have to be a parent or a teacher,
you don’t have to make a year-long commitment, and it doesn’t cost anything. Believe
me, you will get more out of the experience
than what you put into it!
People might ask, “what is Readers’
Café?” Readers’ Café is a weekly time when
a caring adult gets together with a group
of 2-4 students to read and discuss a book.
Students in grades 3-5 are selected by
their teachers and the librarian to participate. You meet your students in the library
or another designated location in the school
at lunchtime once a week for approximately
45 minutes. You can read to the students,
but they often want to read aloud as well.
It generally takes 4-6 weeks to read and
discuss a book. When you complete the book,
each student gets to keep his/her copy.

What are the benefits for the students?
They develop vocabulary, improve reading fluency and comprehension, and have
the opportunity to read and discuss quality
children’s literature.
They explore worlds outside the neighborhood in which they live through the stories they read. They learn about events in
history, meet famous people, and expand
their imaginations. They develop the habit
of reading for enjoyment as well as for information.
They value the friendship of another
adult beside their teachers. At the end, they
have new books for their personal libraries
at home. For many, these are the only books
they own.
If you are unable to contribute your
time but would like to donate money to help
underwrite this program, or if you would
like to learn more about Readers’ Café at
Swansboro, contact Diane Munsey at dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org or (804) 545-8654, or
Marci Linas at eyeball202@aol.com or (804)
784-8754.

A need for gloves, mittens, hats,
scarves for children
C
old weather is here and the children of
Swansboro Elementary School need help.
The Richmond Jewish Coalition for Literacy mentors at Swansboro Elementary School
in Richmond and a group of other mentors
help with reading and schoolwork, and give
guidance and support to at-risk youngsters.
And now the children need warm outerwear
for the winter.
www.JewishRichmond.org

In partnership with Reveille Methodist
Church who will be collecting coats, RJCL will
be collecting gloves, mittens, hats and scarves
for students who don’t have them. RJCL prefers
new, but gently used will be okay too.
Please bring your donation to the box in
either the JCFR (Federation) or Weinstein
JCC lobby. For details, contact Katy Yoffy at
(804)965-0502 or kyoffy@gmail.com.

Teens of 1970s BBYO reunion
set for April 2015
I
f you were a ‘teen’ at any time in the
1970’s and participated in any way in
Virginia Council BBYO, we want you!
This translates to high school graduation years of 1968 through 1984. If you
were in B’nai B’rith Youth Organization
during the 1970s in Virginia Council,
this reunion is for you. April 18-19, 2015
at the Weinstein JCC.
There will be a BBYO reunion for
anyone who was a member at any time
from 1968 through 1984. Whether you
were a MIT/AIT starting your BBYO
career or a graduating senior, this gathering is not to be missed. Virginia Council in the 1970s included the following
chapters: Cohen, Tikvah, Tip Levin,
Ruach, Kruger, Simcha, Deborah,
Chutzpah, Commonwealth, Dr. Israel
Brown (DIB), Blackman, Old Dominion
(OD), Korel, Monarch, Fine, Katan,
Machar and Hamovit.
For more details visit our facebook
group site called: VA Council BBYO 70’s
Reunion. There you will find pictures,
friends and more detailed information.
Click on the event and identify yourself
so we can stay in touch with you.
Official registration is scheduled to
begin in January 2015. The coordinators
are Albert Negrin (albertnegrin@verizon.
net) and Sam Revenson (ssrevenson@
gmail.com). Direct link to the event on
Facebook is:
h t t p s : / / w w w. fa c e b o o k . c o m /
events/303468273111096.
The last reunion was held in 2010 with
200+ people attending from all over the

USA. A good time was had by all. This one
will be bigger and better. The location is the
Weinstein JCC in Richmond. The same JCC
at the same location that Virginia Council
Runoffs convention was held.

Monumental Floral Gardens
1206 PEACHTREE Blvd.
$389,950.

Henrico Co. w/ City Convenience!
Custom built quality & details are
found throughout this stunning
Colonial gem located just off of
Monument Ave. If more space is
what you need, this 3,186 sqft.
home delivers!
Featuring a 2 story open foyer,
10' foot windows in the Living &
Dining rooms, a fabulous kitchen,
family room w/ built-ins & gas FP,
laundry rm, 4 big bdrms, & 3 ceramic baths. You will love the low maintenance brick & aluminum siding,
new roof, paver patio, & landscaped
corner lot w/ full irrigation.

Mary Lou Fleisher
347-3511
MK Joyce Realty

December 2014 | Kislev/Tevet 5775 | the Reflector | 23

Your

See How Far
Your Gelt Goes

While you and your family are at home lighting the menorah, the gelt you give to Federation is also providing light.
Brightening lives around the world.
Your gelt is bringing food and comfort to our elderly in Eastern Europe, trauma counseling to families in Southern
Israel, Jewish education for children from everywhere from Minsk to Mumbai. And much more.
Your gelt helps the vulnerable in our community in hundreds of cities and towns
around the globe—as well as right here at home. So this Chanukah give what gelt
you can to Federation. It will brighten your holiday to see how far it goes.

.
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