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espite icy weather, nearly 200 participants
from around the commonwealth
gathered in Richmond to advocate for
legislation that would benefit – as well as speak
out against bills that would be a detriment –
to the Jewish community on Jewish Advocacy
Day - Date With the State, on Feb. 5.
Members of the Jewish community met
with Gov. Terry R. McAuliffe, Lt. Gov. Ralph
S. Northam and Attorney Gen. Mark Herring.
The three addressed the participants at the
luncheon session. In addition, several highlevel cabinet members participated.
JCFR Board member Richard Samet,
chair of the Jewish Community Relations
Committee, welcomed the group at the
morning session. At the luncheon session, he
introduced McAuliffe.
The group brought relevant issues to
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inflatables,
clowns,
carnival food and much
more. A new addition this
year will be a photo booth.
Participants
are
encouraged to bring a
donation of canned goods
for the Central Virginia
Food Bank.
Start thinking today
about
what
contestwinning costume you
(From left) Lexi Becker, Jaymie Cohen, Jenna will wear, and plan to
Cohen and Arielle Becker are in the Purim spirit
join in the biggest Purim
at the community celebration a few years ago.
celebration in Richmond!
This event is sponsored
he Richmond Community by the Richmond Council for Jewish
Purim Carnival will be in full Education and subsidized by the
swing on Sunday, March 16, at the Jewish Community Federation of
Weinstein JCC from noon-3 p.m.
Richmond. It is planned and run by
The annual Purim Shpeil from representatives from the Weinstein
Congregation Beth Ahabah will JCC, community Synagogues, and
follow.
the Federation’s RCJE committee.
The afternoon will be filled with
For information about the Network
a variety of fun activities, including JCFR Young Families and PJ Library
carnival games, face painting, Purim Fun event on March 9, see page 2.

T

more than 40 Delegates and Senators during
visits on the Hill.
The legislators included: Sen. Creigh
Deeds (Bath); Sen. Adam Ebbin (Arlington);
Sen. Barbara Favola (Arlington); Sen.
Henry Marsh (Richmond); Sen. Donald
McEachin (Henrico); Sen. Ryan McDougle
(Hanover); Sen. Walter Stosch (Henrico);
Sen. John Watkins (Midlothian); Del. Betsy
Carr (Richmond); Del. Kirk Cox (Colonial
Heights); Del. Peter Farrell (Henrico); Del.
Eileen Filler-Corn (Fairfax); Del. Buddy
Fowler (Ashland); Del. Manoli Loupassi
(Richmond); Del. Jimmie Massie (Henrico);
Del. Jennifer McClellan (Richmond); Del.
Delores McQuinn (Richmond); Del. Joe
Morrissey (Henrico), Delegate John O’Bannon
(Henrico); and Del. Lee Ware (Powhatan).
Advocacy Day More on page 16

Lecture on Righteous
in Ukraine, Belarus
O

n
Wednesday,
March 12 at
5:30 p.m., the Virginia
Holocaust
Museum
will host Dr. Katrin
Reichelt, a specialist
in the history of the
Holocaust in eastern
Europe,
with
a
particular focus on the
German occupation Many Righteous Gentiles like these eight men
their lives to save Jews. Courtesy of the United
of
Latvia between risked
States Holocaust Memorial Museum
1941-1944 and the city
of Minsk in Belarus in
preceding the lecture – the
1942-1943.
reception will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Based on her most recent
The museum is located at
research in archives in Minsk and 2000 E. Cary St., which offers
Kiev, Reichelt will talk specifically free, ample off-street, lighted
about the Righteous Gentiles in parking.
Belarus and the Ukraine who
To RSVP and for details on
risked their lives to shelter and to this lecture and other museum
save the lives of Jews being hunted programs and events, call Megan
by the German SS and police.
Ferenczy at (804) 257-5400,
There is no charge for ext. 234 or email mferenczy@vaadmission and the public is invited holocaust.com. Also visit, www.vato the lecture and the reception holocaust.com.

Federation happenings

Network JCFR PJ Library
Purim Program, March 9
The PJ Library, which
was created and is funded
nationally by The Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, sends
free Jewish-content books and
music on a monthly basis to
children 6 months through
7 years old, who live in the
Richmond metropolitan area.
The Richmond PJ Library
is a project of the Jewish
Community Federation of
Richmond in partnership
with the Richmond Council
(From left) Molly Gold, Michelle Press, Eliana Gold, Taryn Kowal for Jewish Education, the
(RTA) and Emory Gold enjoy themselves at a PJ Library Purim
Weinstein JCC, Richmond
Event several years ago with several RTA students.
Jewish Foundation – Genesis
Fund, Benjamin M. & Mondel
oin the Network JCFR Young Families
K. Saslaw Education Fund,
on Sunday, March 9 from 2-4 p.m., for the Rachel B. Banks Youth Fund, the Stanley
a free Purim Fun program featuring an J., Sidney S. & Irwin A. Schapiro Education
afternoon of Hamentaschen baking and PJ Fund and other community donors.
Library Purim stories at the Weinstein JCC’s
The Federation has supported the PJ
Sara D. November Art Gallery.
Library program for nearly six years and
The program will be hosted and planned more than 480 local children have received
by Network JCFR Family Programming. monthly materials. In addition, PJ Library
BBYO students will help children make recently gave out their 5 millionth book!!
delicious and kosher Hamentaschen, and
For more information, contact Melanie
while they bake, Susan Adolf will join the Phillips at (804) 545-8623 or mphillips@
gathering to read some of the favorite PJ jewishrichmond.org.
Library Purim stories.

J

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
•
• March 2 | 3:30 p.m.
Aleph Bet Preschool Open House
Aleph Bet Preschool

• March 16 | noon
Community Purim Celebration
Weinstein JCC

•

• March 21 | 7:30 p.m.
JDC Shabbat
Congregation Beth Ahabah

March 5 | 5:30 p.m.

JCFR Campaign Closing

Home of Dawn and Stuart Siegel
• March 8 | 7 p.m.
Night of Chance, Comedy, Caring
Weinstein JCC

• March 23 | 7 p.m.
Andy Statman & Trio
Klezmer, Bluegrass program
Modlin Center, University of Richmond

Visit jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Network JCFR set for March
Network JCFR plans the following programs
in March.
Network JCFR Young Families and
PJ Library Purim Fun, Sunday, March 9.
2-4 p.m., Sara D. November Art Gallery at the
Weinstein JCC. Join other young families as we
make hamentaschen with the help of BBYO,
and read some of our favorite PJ Library Purim
stories with Susan Adolf. Leave that afternoon
with your very own hamentaschen and an
excitement for the upcoming Purim holiday!
A Night in Monaco Purim Party,
Thursday, March 13, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Secco
Wine Bar, 2933 W. Cary St. JTown and
Network JCFR are joining forces to bring
you a fabulous Purim event. Enjoy wine,
dessert, and casino games in real Monaco
style. $10 cost, includes one free glass of
wine and desserts. RSVP to Melanie Phillips
at mphillips@jewishrichmond.org or Rabbi Jesse
Gallop at rabbi.gallop@bethahabah.org.
Shabbat Dinner, Friday, March 28, 6-8
p.m., RSVP for address, Start your weekend
right with a wonderful home-hosted Shabbat
dinner. RSVP on Facebook or to Melanie
Phillips.

Looking ahead to April:
Torah on Tap, Wednesday, April 9, 6 p.m.
Potluck Shabbat Dinner, Friday, April
25, 6 p.m.
To RSVP or for more details, call
Federation Young Leadership Director Melanie
Phillips at (804) 545-8623 or email mphillips@
jewishrichmond.org.

Reflector

the

How good & pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.
The Reflector is published monthly by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
advertisement submitted. Views expressed
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.
Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8655. Acceptance of advertising does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.
Nathan Shor, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations

On Jan. 24, kids and parents joined together for a
wonderful Shabbat dinner hosted by the Villalona
and Fratkin families. While the parents dined and
schmoozed, the kids got the chance to discuss
what Tzedakah meant to them, and decorate their
very own tzedakah boxes.

.
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The Officers,
Board and Staff
of the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond
Wish You and Your Family a
Joyous Purim!

Growing anti-Semitism
drives new wave of
immigration to Israel

Campaign Closing 2014
J

oin
the
Jewish
Community
Federation
of
Richmond
for
a
celebration of
the
success of the 2014
Annual Campaign on
Wednesday, March 5.
The campaign passed
its goal of $3 million and
reached $3,050 million
at Reflector publication.
The event will honor
Joshua Peck
outstanding workers
and Young Leadership
Award winners.
JCFR President Nathan Shor said,
“Thanks to our dedicated volunteers and
the generosity of so many community
members, Richmond has proven once
again that ‘we are our brother’s keeper’
as we give assistance to our friends and
neighbors in need both locally and abroad.
The members of our community have
helped our Annual Campaign increase
for the fourth year in a row and we have
one of the highest donor retention rates in
the country.”
Shor is pleased to announce this
year’s Young Leadership Award Winners.
Joshua Peck will receive the William B.
Thalhimer Sr. Award and Geri Stahl

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

W
Geri Stahl

will receive the Sam E. & Virginia V.
Binswanger Award.
As announced in February, Frances
Goldman will receive the Women’s Division
Schwarzschild Award, Scott Belleman
will receive the Men’s Division President’s
Award and Russ Jennings will receive the
Bob Reinhard Leadership Award.
“Our community congratulates the five
award winners and thanks all of our other
Campaign volunteers for their tremendous
work during this year’s campaign – may we
go from Strength to Strength,” Shor added.
The event will be from 5:30-7 p.m. at
the home of Stuart and Dawn Siegel.
RSVP to Diane Munsey at (804) 5458654 or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org.

Teen Exchange
A

pplications are now being accepted
for the new JCFR P2G Tikkun Olam
Teen Exchange program for incoming 10th
and 11th graders.
This is a summer exchange program
designed to promote a connection between
Jewish youth living outside of Israel and
Israeli youth. The purpose is to provide a
cultural exchange between local teens and
Israeli teens, allowing them to explore their
connection to each other while providing
community service. As this is meant to be
a true exchange, Richmond teens will be

www.JewishRichmond.org

home-hosted in the Hadera-Eiron region
by their Israeli peers from June 22 - July 6,
and it is the plan that Richmond families
will then host an Israeli teen from July 1530.
All of the teens will participate in a twoweek “Reverse exchange” in Richmond
where they will participate in local
community service projects, sightseeing
and fun social activities.
The cost for this entire 4-week program
Exchange More on page 4

We will continue to monitor anti-Semitism and
report it to you. We will continue to support the
State of Israel and the Jewish Agency for Israel
and the American Joint Distribution Committee,
which do amazing work on our behalf in Israel.
We will continue to take groups to Israel and to
advocate on behalf of Israel through our Jewish
Community Relations Committee.

hen I was in Israel in November at
the General Assembly of the Jewish
Federations of North America, I heard a
startling statistic. There were 3,270 new
Olim from France in 2013, a 63-percent
increase from the year before. These new
immigrants are helped in their Aliyah
process by funds raised in our JCFR
Annual Campaign and allocated to the
Jewish Agency for Israel.
One thinks of France as a significant
western European country with great
wealth and prosperity. But the picture
has changed in recent years. According
to some of the new Olim, the economy
is weak and some of the younger Jews
are being passed over for the better jobs
because of subtle anti-Semitism.
New Olim come to Israel under the
Law of Return, which says that any Jew
can immigrate to Israel. It is our safe
haven. Many of the French Jews prefer
the safe haven of Israel, even with the
turmoil of the Middle East.
Natan Sharansky, head of the Jewish
Agency and well-known former Soviet
dissident, spoke at the GA and predicted
even more growth in Aliyah from France.
I met new Olim from France at a JCFRsupported youth village the last time I
was there. Others at the GA spoke about
more French Jews buying apartments in
Jerusalem and flying back and forth to
France to hedge their bets.
So, there is unquestionably a rise in
anti-Semitism which leads to increased
Aliyah.
Another form of anti-Semitism, which
we hear more about every day takes its
form in the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement. Speaking to the
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish

Organizations in Jerusalem recently,
the JTA quoted Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu, “In the past, anti-Semites
boycotted Jewish businesses and today
they call for the boycott of the Jewish state.
And by the way, only the Jewish state,”
he said. “Now don’t take my word for it.
The founders of the BDS movement make
their goals perfectly clear. They want to see
the end of the Jewish state. They’re quite
explicit about it.”
The JTA article goes on to say that;
“The Presidents Conference has been
involved in delegitimizing boycott efforts
against Israel, most recently working
to garner the support of American
universities and colleges against the call
by the American Studies Association for a
boycott of Israeli universities.”
We will continue to monitor antiSemitism and report it to you. We will
continue to support the State of Israel
and the Jewish Agency for Israel and the
American Joint Distribution Committee,
which do amazing work on our behalf in
Israel. We will continue to take groups to
Israel and to advocate on behalf of Israel
through our Jewish Community Relations
Committee.
Join us at our Campaign closing on
March 5 (see article on above/left or visit
jewishrichmond.org for more information)
and help us celebrate another increased
campaign, which benefits our work in
Richmond, nationally, in Israel
and
around the world.
We are our brother’s keeper.
As always, call (804) 545-8622 – or write
me, email me at sasher@jewishrichmond.
org or text me and let me know if you are
interested in joining us.

.
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Second year in a row, Israel Experience was amazing
for a group of 29 people from Richmond, Tidewater

From
to

Planning
Perfection

Full service interior design
in Virginia for over 30 years.

Enjoying their swim in the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth, are many in the group who
took part in the Interfaith Journey to Israel.

B

uilding on the success of the
Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond’s Interfaith Journey to
Israel last year, a second journey with
29 participants – including several
who traveled with the group last year
– recently returned from another
meaningful experience in Israel.
The journey from Jan. 20-29 was
chaired once again by Marvin Daniel
and Cathy Plotkin. Rev. Al Butzer,
minister of the First Presbyterian

Church of Virginia Beach, and Rabbi
Martin P. Beifield Jr., of Congregation
Beth Ahabah, were the spiritual
leaders. Rev. Butzer participated last
year while this was Rabbi Beifield’s
first experience with this group.
Their participation was made
possible by a generous grant from the
Capt. James M. Klaus Inter-Group
Outreach Fund at the Richmond
Israel More on page 5

Friends of Reflector

T

he staff of The Reflector thanks the
following individuals who recently
contributed to the Friends of Reflector yearend 2013 initiative:
Ellen Renee & Louis Adams, Tommy
Baer, Ernest Bernstein, Rhona & Irv
Blank, Lewis & Francine Blum, Margie
& Jake Clayman, Frona & Alan Colker,
Sharon Garrett, Linda & Rick Gary,
Tamara & Lawrence Gelber, Gail & Sam
Genderson, Richard Genter, Roy & Anne
Goldberg, Alvin & Toby Goldfine and
Stuart & Gail Grandis.
Carol Haykin, Minnie Held, Edith
Himelbloom, Harold & Inge Horowitz,
Helen & Hal Horwitz, Cecil Jacobs,

Jack Kreuter, Edith Levin, Sandra &
Franklin Levin, Jeanette Lipman, Shelly &
Sherman Lubman, Bruce Margolis and S.
Milstien.
Myrna Norman, Neil & Sara Belle
November, Frances Nunnally, Gladys
Nusenko, Arlene Litton Opengart,
Daniel Rosenthal, Muriel Scoler, Julie
Semp, Marlene Sherman, Paul & Grace
Silverstein, Stuart Simon, Roland
Specter, Sam & Jane Straus, Sylvia
Treger, Stevie Watson and Sonia Zinder.
We appreciate your friendship and
generosity. We will continue to strive
hard to make The Reflector the best
possible community newspaper.

Furniture • Carpet • Rugs
Window Treatments

wallcovering • lighting
accessories

Designs
by

Francine

Norfolk

Nancy Walter (front), Elsa Shapiro Rose and Cathy
Daniel walk through the latest excavations at the City
of David in Jerusalem – a passageway to the Temple
Mount believed to have been used by King David.

(757) 621-0795

•

Richmond

(804) 360-9818

Francine Morgan
Complimentary Initial Consultation

Exchange
Continued from page 3

(with a one week break in the middle) is
$1,000 for all of our Richmond participants,
including airline flights.
The true cost of the program is much
more, but organizers are able to offer local
teens this highly attractive rate due to a
generous grant from the Jewish Community

Federation of Richmond.
For details on how to apply and more
information, contact Shoshanna SchechterShaffin at (804) 545-8626 or sshaffin@
jewishrichmond.org.



Thinking of buying or selling your house?!
Now is the time to get
it ready for the spring
market! Call me for a
free market analysis!
Let My
Expertise
Go To Work
For You!

754 - 4551
.
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JDC Shabbat, March 21
J

oin the community for a JDC Shabbat at
Congregation Beth Ahabah on Friday, March
21, at 7:30 p.m.
The program is sponsored by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond and
the service will highlight the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee’s centennial – a
wonderful milestone. The speakers during the
service will include local, national JDC board
members Mark Sisisky and Joanne Moore,
a former Richmonder. Sisisky is a longtime
community and national Jewish leader.
They will highlight how JDC has played a

Israel

very significant role in the modern-day history
of the Jewish people through life-saving work for
the last century. In more than 70 counties, JDC’s
mission has been rescue, relief and renewal of
Jewish communities outside of North America.
In just one example, in the FSU each week, JDC
provides food, medicine and basic assistance to
200,000 elderly Jews. More than 1 million Jews
still live in the FSU.
The entire community is invited. For details
about the JDC Shabbat, contact Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin at (804) 545-8626 or sshaffin@
jewishrichmond.org.

Continued from page 4

Jewish Foundation.
Participants in the Interfaith Journey traveled
from Tel Aviv to the Golan and from Tiberius
to the Dead Sea. They also visited the Christian
holy sites in Bethlehem, which were added to the
itinerary.
Rabbi Beifield and Rev. Butzer were a great
resource for our group. They led all in worship
and in understanding of the interconnection

of Judaism and Christianity. They showed the
travelers their common roots and where our
faiths branched off from each other and why.
Matt Langsam, assistant executive director of
the JCFR, staffed the trip.
For more opportunities to visit Israel, contact
Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@
jewishrichmond.org.

All of Israel are responsible for one another.
The Talmud
ichmond Jewish Foundation welcomes
Congregation Brith Achim and the Brith
Achim Cemetery Corporation to its growing list
of Jewish community partners. As part of the
agreement, RJF will manage an endowment to
maintain and preserve the cemetery property.
“On behalf of Congregation Brith Achim,
I would like to thank David Sarnat for guiding
us through this process and Richmond Jewish
Foundation for partnering with us to preserve
Petersburg’s Jewish identity,” said Sidney
Sperberg, president of Congregation Brith
Achim. “I especially wish to thank Stephen
Specter, president of the Cemetery Corporation
and L.A. Rosenstock for their diligent work
over the past few years. We appreciate their
leadership in completing this project.”
Brith Achim turned to the Jewish
Community Legacy Project (JCLP) lead by
David Sarnat to help the community think
about its future. Sarnat is a longtime Jewish
communal professional and president of JCLP.
There is no charge to communities to participate
in JCLP, which was developed with a grant from
the Jewish Federations of North America and
subsequent seed funding from The Marcus
Foundation and the National Museum of

R

www.JewishRichmond.org

FOR YOUR PASSOVER SEDER CELEBRATION
tttttttttttttttttttttttttt
Yehuda Matzo - 5 lb Box - $9.99
tttttttttttttttttttttttttt
1st Cut Kosher Briskets – $8.99/lb (Frozen)
Whole Kosher Turkeys – $2.59/lb
Kosher Chickens - cutup or whole – $2.99/lb
tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt
Benzi Gefilte Fish – 22 oz - $5.99 loaf
tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

Haolam Sliced Muenster – 8 oz. $2.99/6 oz
Golds Horseradish - 8 oz. $1.89 jar
*WINES FOR YOUR SEDER TABLE*
Manischewitz Wine 750 ml - 3.99
Gabriele Merlot - 750 ml - $7.99
Gabriele Sangiovese - 750 ml - $7.99
Gabriele Cabernet Sauvignon - 750 ml - $8.99
Terra-Vega Charnonney - 750 ml - $6.99
Terra-Vega Sauvignon Blanc - 750 ml - $6.99
A Large Selection of Other Wines, Desserts,
Grocery, Frozen and Dairy Are Also Available.

Foundation happenings

RJF Welcomes
Congregation Brith Achim

WESTBURY MARKET/PHARMACY
8903 Three Chopt Road
Richmond, Va. 23229
Hours - 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily
1-804-285-0962

	
  
By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf
American Jewish History.
“RJF exists to help our local synagogues and
agencies secure their futures and this especially
includes our communal obligation to take care
of the sanctified grounds of a Jewish cemetery,”
said RJF Chairman Andy Brownstein. “We’re
proud to partner with Brith Achim to help
the congregation and cemetery build a lasting
endowment to ensure that the cemetery will be
taken care of forever.”
Congregation Brith Achim continues to
serve the Jewish community of Petersburg,
along with southern and central Virginia, as
it has for more than 100 years. The goal of
the JCLP is to guide the leadership of these
communities through the creation of a legacy
plan that states – while the congregation still
functions – the intended destiny of communal
assets, in order to assure that the past has a
place in the future. Such communities in need
of plans exist all over the country.
To learn more about creating a fund to
support the charity(s) of your choice, contact
Robert Nomberg at (804) 545-8656 or Robert@
rjfoundation.org.

The Musical
|

Opens March 14!

virginiarep.org
804-282-2620

.
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Hadassah happenings
Richmond Hadassah’s Book Club:
March 9
uthor Myla Goldberg’s “Bee Season”
involves one of those crazy families that
cluster around universities – an intellectual
husband who is clueless about human
emotions, a wife afraid to be loved who married
her husband because he doesn’t know how to
love, a son who rebels, and the daughter who
retreats into secret survival strategies.
But ultimately, it’s a book about spiritual
choice.
Join the Book Club to discuss this selection
on March 9 at 1 p.m., at the Weinstein JCC.
The future book reading schedule is: April
13 – “Have a Little Faith” by Mitch Albom;
May 4 – “The Art Forger” by B A Shapiro;
June 8, “The Rhythym of Memory” by
Alyson Richman; and July 12, “Jacob’s
Folly” by Rebecca Miller.
For details about March program or
if you would like to lead a session or host
a meeting, call (804) 467-7798 or email
mtronsell@aol.com.
Lunch and Learn: March 12
oin
Richmond
Hadassah
on
Wednesday, March 12, at noon in the
Senior Center of the Weinstein JCC.
The Lunch and Learn group will discuss
“Esther in the Apocryphal Writings.”
For details, contact Julie Beck-Berman
at juliefbb@aol.com or at (804) 862-6581.
Annual Women’s Passover Seder:
March 30
ark your calendar for Richmond
Hadassah’s Annual Seder! You
will not want to miss this fabulous evening
of fun and friendship as the group

N S N A T I O N A L A WA R D
SAXON WI

A

2013 PLUS AWARDS
YOU CAN NEVER
HAVE TOO MANY BOOTS
EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AND RETAIL

YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MANY BOOTS
Saxon was selected as
recipient of the
prestigious
“Sits and Fits” Plus Award
by Footwear Plus
magazine.

J

THANK YOU SO
MUCH!

M

celebrates with women of all ages in a
Seder specifically designed for Richmond
Hadassah women and their sisters,
daughters, mothers, grandmothers,
aunts, and friends.
Join members, family and guests on
Sunday, March 30, at 5 p.m., at the
Weinstein JCC to celebrate the holiday
with friends, family, and delicious food!
More details will be announced in
the coming weeks. If you’d like to be
involved with planning, or would like
more information, contact Amy Beth
Lehman at amybeth@cansino.com or (804)
740-2462.
Game Day: April 6
ring the tiles. Deal the cards. Even snap
a Tidley Wink if that’s your favorite
game. Richmond Hadassah presents its
annual Game Day on Sunday, April 6 from
11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., at the Weinstein JCC.
Get your group together and join the fun
playing Mah Jong, Bridge, Scrabble or
just come and chat. A lunch will be served
at 12:30 p.m. and there will be snacks
throughout the day. Plus, don’t miss your
chance to win fabulous door prizes! For
only $25 in advance, $30 at the door, you
can enjoy a fun day and support Hadassah’s
good works.
Mail your check made out to Hadassah
to Toby Rosenthal, 4412 Bromley Lane,
Richmond, 23221. For details, contact
Jenna Etters at hi2apple@comcast.net, or
Marian Winer at (804) 270-7898, or
Charlotte Silver at (804) 541-9200.

B

BEAUTIFEEL • J. RENEÉ • COLE HAAN • DONALD J PLINER • FRYE • UGG
OLD GRINGO • FLY LONDON • DANSKO • HUNTER • ROCKWELL THARP • ARIAT

Small Local Manufacturing Company

Six decades. Countless trends.
Saxon, always the perfect fit.

100+ YEARS OLD

BEAUTIFEEL • J. RENEÉ • COLE HAAN • DONALD J PLINER • FRYE • UGG
OLD GRINGO • FLY LONDON • DANSKO • HUNTER • ROCKWELL THARP • ARIAT

Looking for Investor/and or Equity Partner
for Business Continuance & Expansion

Six decades. Countless trends.
Saxon, always the perfect fit.

Saxon.fp.1013.indd 1

9/13/13 4:33 PM

.
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Please send inquiries to:
jaysonmyrand@hotmail.com

9/13/13 4:33 PM
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Parkside Architects Receive Award

Parkside, which was completed in 2011, will receive a publication award.

B

eth Sholom Lifecare Community
recently received notification from
“Environments for Aging,” an architectural
and interior design journal that Parkside
Assisted Living was selected to receive a
publication award – one of only 43 projects
within the U.S. to be honored
“This is a great honor,” said Tim
Jaimeson, senior architect at SFCS, the
designer of Parkside that was completed in
2011.
Jaimeson further stated that he received
the following message from EFA, “We
recently wrapped up the judging of this year’s
“Environments for Aging” architectural and
interior design project submissions. We had
a panel of 22 judges this year comprised
of architects, interior designers, providers,

RTA happenings

regulators, consultants and researchers.
The jury first reviewed the projects virtually,
to allow time to read and review each
project individually on their own. Then,
the entire team met in Atlanta for a two-day
panel to discuss the projects and determine
which would receive awards. In the end,
43 projects nationally were accepted for
publication, of which two were issued a
Citation of Merit award and two received
overall Honorable Mention. I’m pleased
to inform you that your project has been
accepted for publication in the Spring 2014
Design Showcase issue. Congratulations!”
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community
is comprised
of a 116 bed-skilled
nursing facility (111-unit, 202-housing); a
rehabilitation outpatient clinic including
aquatic therapy; a day program and two
assisted-living facilities – 60 apartments
at the Gardens and 73 at Parkside. The
nursing facility is being renovated to meet
the changing needs of an aging population.
For details, call Selma Harlow at (804)
421-5029.
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Save the Date
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community at Parkside
Annual Fundraiser
Sunday, April 27, 2014
2 p.m.
RICHMOND SYMPHONY WOODWIND
QUARTET
Concert featuring selections from the ballet Pulcinella
For more information, call Selma Harlow at (804) 421-5029

Yiddish Class at Parkside and Gardens

V

olunteer Barbara Kaplowitz comes
once a month to both Parkside and the
Gardens for a special Yiddish class. During
the class, Kaplowitz and the residents talk
about many things including how they learned
Yiddish, when they first heard Yiddish and
memories from childhood of their parents
speaking the language.
She brings books and articles about Yiddish
that really interest the residents and they enjoy
reminiscing. Her class is only an hour, but the
residents could spend a whole day hearing her
interesting stories and experiences.

These residents were part of a larger group that
attended a recent Yiddish class.

Jewish jewels with RTA

date was confirmed for
Adolf Jewelers’ visit with
RTA’s third grade on Feb.
4. It was the week of the
Torah portion describing
the clothing of the High
Priest. The third graders
were well-prepared, having
learned about
the high
priest’s breastplate and its
twelve jewels, with each
stone representing one of
the twelve tribes of Israel.
Also well-prepared was
Ronnie
Adolf, owner of the
(From left) Susan and Ronnie Adolf along Perel Sherman with
Rudlin Torah Academy’s third graders and exhibits from a spar- well-known jewelry store!
In preparation for the visit
kling visit to the school on Feb. 4.
he extensively researched
the various opinions of
hen Susan Adolf was visiting RTA
recently to meet with students about which exact gems corresponded to the
the JCFR Youth Campaign, Perel Sherman Biblical names.
Ronnie and Susan
Adolf arrived
came to her with an unusual idea for a
program: Would Susan be willing to show at ºRTA with specially made cases that
the special stones of the high priest from featured each of the stones in the order they
Temple times to her third grade students as appeared on the breastplate. In presenting
part of an integrated Jewish studies lesson? the gems, they explained to the students
Susan was happy to agree, and the all about harvesting stones, how jewels are

W

Beth Sholom happenings

created, and where they
come from.
The class learned how
gems are found in between
rock, and that often they
are found on mountains,
especially volcanic ones.
Ronnie
showed
the
students gems encased in
stone from a mountain,
and on a map of the world
pointed to the different
regions where gems are
Ronnie Adolf engages RTA’s 5th and 6th graders with a discuscommonly found.
sion on gemology at the school on Feb. 4
When asked about
the value of the stones of
RTA is very grateful to the Adolfs for
the high priest’s breastplate (if it were to graciously taking time from their busy
be made today), Ronnie Adolf estimated schedules to visit the students of RTA
that the stones for the breastplate would and share their collection of jewels and
probably amount to a half million dollars!
knowledge with us.
Afterward, the Adolfs graciously
For more information about RTA, call
extended their visit to speak with Rabbi the school at (804) 784-9050.
Baruch Sherman’s 5th and 6th graders.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported,
They too thoroughly enjoyed the
in part, by a generous contribution from
presentation and asked many thought
the Jewish Community Federation of
provoking questions, making at an
Richmond.
intellectually stimulating visit for all.

.
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Oy! It’s gonna be a sellout

Weinstein JCC happenings

T

Holocaust Survivor portrait
project at Weinstein JCC
T

he Weinstein JCC’s Night of Chance,
Comedy and Caring combines three
fantastic elements into one spectacular
night.
Join community members on Saturday,
March 8, at 7 p.m., to enjoy a wonderful
evening of live music by the Bob Blagg
Trio, featuring Erin Mahone. The night
includes complimentary beer, wine and
bourbon tasting compliments of Beam,
Inc; heavy hors d’oeuvres – courtesy of AB
& R Catering, Anything Goes Catering,
Pick-Ups Plus @Defazio’s, Keneseth Beth
Israel, Sophisticated Soirees, Yossi at Café
1602 – and the most anticipated feature of
the night, the hilarious comedy of Emmyaward winning Amy Borkowsky.
Entertainment event tickets can be
purchase at www. weinsteinjcc.org or by calling
(804) 285-6500.
And don’t miss out on the suspense
and excitement as the $5,000 Cash Prize
Raffle winner is drawn that night. Find
out who the lucky winner will be (maybe it
will be you) as well as the winners of the 20
additional prize packages.
Tickets are $100 each or 3 for $250 and
can be purchased by calling (804) 285-6500
or by visiting www.weinsteinjcc.org. (You don’t

Amy Borkowsky

need to be present to win.)
All proceeds from the event go directly
to the support the scholarship funds of the
Weinstein JCC.
These scholarships allow individuals
to participate in the many rewarding
programs and services that the Center
offers year-round.
Buy a ticket. Take a chance. Show you
care!
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

he 70th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz will be Jan.
27, 2015. Many of the millions liberated
from camps all those years ago are no
longer alive. Only an estimated 500,000
survivors worldwide remain alive today.
The time to honor their courage and
sacrifice is running out.
There are approximately 25 Survivors
remaining in our Jewish community.
Nearly every day, these remarkable
individuals enter through the doors of
the Weinstein JCC to learn, socialize,
exercise and entertain. It is the Center’s
desire to create a lasting tribute to
their lives, contributions, and to always
remember the ineffable tragedy of the
Shoah so that it may never happen again.
The Weinstein JCC Patrons of the
Arts is committed to honoring our Jewish
heritage, experiences, art, subject matter,
and artists while bringing the Greater
Richmond community together to share
in these works and grow a stronger

understanding of our deep Jewish roots.
This project is one of the most powerful
and meaningful ways in which to
maintain that commitment.
In honor of the 70th anniversary,
local photographer Dean Whitbeck
has been commissioned to engage his
unique documentary photographic style
to create a portrait exhibit honoring
the remaining Holocaust survivors
in Richmond. A previous exhibit of
Whitbeck’s was shown in the Sara D.
November Art Gallery at the Weinstein
JCC in December 2013 called “A Shared
Humanity.”
The first photo shoot will be at the
Weinstein JCC on Sunday, March 9 from
11:30 - 4:30 p.m. Time slots for each
individual are being scheduled, however,
participants are invited to stay, visit and
nosh. Some group and candid photos
also will be taken. A local teen will

Portrait More on page 10

ReelAbilities: Virginia Disabilities Film Festival • March 31-April 6, 2014

Getting Up

A Night of Shorts:

April 1 • 7PM • Visual Arts Center of Richmond
April 4 • 11AM
Larrick Student Center at VCU-MCV Campus

April 2 • 7PM • The Byrd Theatre

Ocean Heaven
March 31 • 7PM
Weinstein JCC

Flying Anne, Jazz Hand
Be My Brother, 50:50

Crooked Beauty
April 3 • 7PM
Spirited Art

Finding Nemo
April 6 • 3PM
Weinstein JCC

The ReelAbilities Film Festival is dedicated to promoting awareness and appreciation of the lives,
stories, and artistic expressions of people with different abilities. The Festival presents award-winning
films, accompanied by discussions and other engaging programs which bring together the community
to explore, discuss and celebrate the diversity of our shared human experience.

3
THIRD ANNUAL

PRESENTED BY WEINSTEIN JCC

ReelAbilities strives for community-wide inclusion; those needing accommodations to participate
are encouraged to contact Melissa Bunce at the Weinstein JCC at 804.545.8658 by March 17.

National Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

April 8 - 14, 2013 • Richmond, Virginia

For details, visit richmond.reelabilities.org

.
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Silver Sponsors:

Bronze Sponsors:

Media Sponsor

Career Support Systems, Inc.
The Choice Group
VA Department for Aging and
Rehabilitative Services
Friend of ReelAbilities:
Richmond Autism Connection Department of Rehabilitation Counseling at VCU

Markel Corporation
Sheltering Arms Physical
Rehabilitation Centers

• Visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 804.545.8608 for tickets!
www.JewishRichmond.org

Carole Weinstein Prize in
Poetry event on April 9
T
he
Weinstein
JCC Patrons of
the Arts is thrilled to
announce an exciting
partnership and its
first ever poetry event.
Virginia is the home to
many remarkable and
accomplished poets, as
reflected in the line-up
of this National Poetry
Month event.
The Carole Weinstein Prize in Poetry,
established in 2005, is awarded each year
to a poet with strong connections to the
Commonwealth of Virginia. The $10,000
annual prize recognizes significant recent
contribution to the art of poetry and
is awarded on the basis of a range of
achievement in the field of poetry.
This accomplished collection of poets
will hold a panel discussion as well as a
reading of original works.
On April 9, David Wojahn, VCU
professor, CWPP curator and former
recipient, will be joined by fellow curator

Don Selby, editor of
“Poetry Daily;” as well
as award-winning poets
and former CWPP
recipients Kelly Cherry,
Henry Hart and Brian
Henry to discuss the
state of poetry today.
A short intermission
will be followed by
poetry readings from
Claudia Emerson, a VCU faculty member,
2008 CWPP recipient and Pulitzer
Prize winner; CWPP curators and 2005
recipients Elizabeth Seydel Morgan and
Ron Smith, and 2011 recipient Lisa Rus
Spaar.
The event will end with a reception and
live jazz provided by the Lucy Kilpatrick
Trio in association with the Richmond Jazz
Society.
For tickets, contact Lisa Looney (804)
545-8608 or llooney@weinsteinjcc.org, or
purchase online at http://www.weinsteinjcc.
org/cultural-arts/author-series/.

Where learning is a journey
of a discovery
T
he Weinstein JCC Preschool is
now accepting applications for the
2014-2015 school year for preschoolers,
ages 2-5.
Inspired by the Reggio Emilia
Approach, the preschool program is
guided by this child-centered philosophy
providing the creative freedom for
children to represent their ideas while
promoting self-directed and life-long
learners. Each classroom encourages
exploration and learning which builds
on the child’s current knowledge, abilities
and interests.
A strong emphasis is placed on
developing children’s deeper connections
with the natural world and the outdoor
playgrounds are designed for children to
enjoy hands-on interactions with nature.
Vegetable, flower and herb gardens,
along with a new greenhouse, enhance
the children’s active involvement with
the natural world. The Southern Early
Childhood Association has selected
the Weinstein JCC Preschool as its
first recipient of the 2013 award for

Drew Strauss and other preschoolers enjoy
helping in the program’s vegetable garden.

“Exceptional” Outdoor Classrooms for
Virginia.
The preschool is in session from Sept.
2 - May 29, 2015. Preschool hours are
from 9 a.m. - noon, with an extended
preschool class from 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
for children 4-years-old by June 1, 2014.
Two-year-olds have the choice of a T/
TH, M/W/F or Monday-Friday classes.
Discovery More on page 11

GET FIT AND STAY FIT
at the Weinstein JCC

You’ll love your results!
New Members Get One Free Month
and $1 Registration!

Check out
our lower
rates for
young adults!

You belong here.

©

Call 285-6500 or visit weinsteinjcc.org
www.JewishRichmond.org

.
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Jewish Education at the
Weinstein JCC in March
N
ew and exciting Jewish Education
offerings are available through the
Spring at the Center. The programs include:
“Through a Jewish Lens Series” with
Rabbi Gershon Litt, Mondays, 7-8:30 p.m.
• March 3: “The Hunger Games:
Examining Ethical Questions of
Life and Death”
•March 10: “Jewish Medical Ethics”
•March 17: “Judaism and Love”

“Wholly Fit!” With Rabbi Chaim
Moskowitz, March 12, 7-8 p.m.
“Jewish Pottery – Create Your Own
Challah Plate” with Rhona Arenstein,
March 13 and 27, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Contact Erin Lessin Mahone with
questions or to register at emahone@weinsteinjcc.
org or call (804) 545-8644.

5400 Men’s Club events
March 3 - Dr. Eric Yellin, University of
Richmond, “Work and Employment at the
end of the Twentieth Century.”
March 10 - Ryan Nobles, Channel 12,
“Experiences as a News Anchor.”
March 17 - John Ragosta, “The Virginia
Statute
for
Establishing
Religious
Freedom.”

March 24 - Gen. Joel McKean (USAF Ret.)
Deterrance and the Negotiations with Iran
March 31 - Dr. Thad Williamson: University
of Richmond, “Expanding Opportunity,
Fighting Poverty: Inside Richmond’s
Comprehensive Anti-Poverty Initiative.”

Tradition

HONORED PROVIDER

WOODY FUNERAL HOME
SERVING RICHMOND SINCE 1905

Parham Chapel
1771 Parham Rd
804-288-3013

Huguenot Chapel
1020 Huguenot Rd
804-794-1000

Atlee Chapel
9271 Shady Grove Rd
804-730-0035

Woody Advanced
Planning
804-288-3013

Undiscovered Photographers
Exhibit seeking entries
T

he Sara D. November Art
Gallery at the Weinstein
JCC is an important part of the
Richmond art scene through its
varied year-round exhibits. The
Undiscovered Photographers
Exhibit offers an opportunity
for exhibiting to many talented
people who have not exhibited
before.
The first prize photograph (right) from last year’s UndiscovThe Center will begin
ered Photographers Exhibit along with some of the other
accepting submissions for
entries.
the 2014 Undiscovered
Photographers
Exhibit,
Presentation is scheduled for Thursday,
Monday, March 10 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. March 13 from 7-8:30 p.m.
Any artist over the age of 18 whose work
This exhibit will be shown in the gallery
has not been exhibited in a major show in through April 10.
the Richmond area may be eligible.
For a complete list of eligibility
Unselected work will be available for guidelines, visit www.weinsteinjcc.org or pickpick-up on Wednesday, March 12 and up an entry form at the Center.
the Opening Reception and Awards
For details, call (804) 285-6500.

Register for the Weinstein JCC
Summer adventure today
I
t’s time to start planning for all the warm
weather fun that will soon arrive.
This summer, the Weinstein JCC will be
offering a wide variety of camp experiences
with programs for all ages and interests.
Choose from one-week and two-week
specialty camps, leadership and volunteerbased camps, travel camps, Camp Ganim -Richmond’s best early childhood day camp
-- and Camp Hilbert—the best traditional
day camping experience in Richmond.

The Weinstein JCC is a nurturing
environment with camps that aim to
positively challenge children, build
confidence, create community and help
all participants feel great about themselves
and their accomplishments. In other words,
get ready for the summer of a lifetime!
To view the Weinstein JCC 2014
Summer Camps magazine or to register
today, visit www.weinsteinjcc.org.
For details, call (804) 285-6500.

Portrait
Continued from page 8

What a delicious idea!
MadeandDelivered
FreshDaily!
Berry Confei Cupcake.™ Edible.com

--

*MidlothianTurnpike
RichmondVA
*Kosher Certified
Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks
of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

.
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provide lunch for all and will assist the
photographer as part of his Bar Mitzvah
project. A videographer will document
the events of the day, the attendees,
and their interactions so that there is a
record of the project for posterity.
Participants have been encouraged
to invite their children so that 2nd
generation and beyond can be included
in this project.
The Center’s vision and motivation
is to create a powerful collective piece
of art that shows the survivors with their
families and friends in one of our Jewish

spaces, sharing their pride and tenacity
– they lived, they persevered and they
continue to share their stories.
For details, contact Erin Lessin
Mahone, director of Cultural Arts
and Jewish Education at the Weinstein
JCC, at (804) 545-8644 or emahone@
weinsteinjcc.org.
The Center’s Patron of the Arts support
many excellent programs and events, including
the recent “Windows of Identity” exhibition.
The last issue of the Reflector did not list
the POA as a sponsor of this wonderful and
creative exhibit.
www.JewishRichmond.org

JFS happenings

Jazz…

Past presidents, board members
unite at special program

M

ore than 40 JFS past
presidents,
former
board members, and trustees
gathered at Jefferson Lakeside
Country Club on Jan. 30 for
a reunion hosted by current
board President Elizabeth
Thalhimer
Smartt
and
Immediate Past President Jerry
Samford.
It was an evening to reunite,
reminisce, and rekindle old
friendships. Gregg Davidson,
the CEO of JFS, reported on
his first 100 days at the agency
and shared some thoughts and
plans for the future.
In additon to Samford
(2011-2013) Past Presidents
in attendance were Jacqueline
Viener (1956-1957); Sara Belle
November (1958-1959); Dr.
Sherman Master (1974-1975);
Robert Rolfe (1993-1995);
(From left) Former JFS President Jacqueline Viener and curSusanne Shilling (1995rent President Elizabeth Thalhimer Smartt.
1997); Morton G. Thalhimer
III (1997-1999); Tom Byer
Sandra Sisisky announced her 2:1, $20,000
(2001-2003); Linda Ferguson (2005-2007); challenge gift to match all new or increased
Kenneth Bendheim (2007-2009); and Susan gifts from current and past board members
Craven Johnson (2009-2011).
and trustees. The goal of this gift is to raise
“It was humbling to be in the presence $40,000 by March 31. Funds will be used to
of so many distinguished JFS presidents,” support new programs and initiatives for the
said Smartt, “knowing that JFS’ current Jewish community.
success is due to the solid foundation that
For details, call Development Director
they built.” She continued, “On a personal Faith Kallman at (804) 282-5644, ext. 277
level, it was really special to have Jackie or email fkallman@jfsrichmond.org.
Viener – a longtime family friend and the
Jewish Family Services is supported,
oldest living JFS president – as my date for
in part, by a generous contribution from
the evening. Her continued enthusiasm for
the Jewish Community Federation of
JFS was contagious, and helped make for a
Richmond.
warm event on a cold night!”
After the meeting, board member

Cocktails & Cool
Conversation
A Party & Fundraiser for JFS

Saturday, Festivities begin
March 22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
At the home of hosts
Hannah & Allen Cohen

$18 per person
(cocktails and heavy
hors d’oeuvres)

708 Old Stream Road
Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103

For tickets, information and transportation
details call Faith Kallman at 282-5644 ext
277 or email fkallman@jfsrichmond.org
6718 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, VA 23226

Discovery
Continued from page 9
Three, four and five-year-olds may
attend 5 days a week, Monday-Friday.
Childcare also is available before and after
preschool. The hours are 7:30-9 a.m. and
after preschool from noon-5 or 6 p.m.
Applications can be downloaded at www.
weinsteinjcc.org or picked up at the front desk
of the Weinstein JCC.
The preschool teaches ethics and
values with a focus on: responsibility,
dignity, kindness, community, tradition
and respect. Children of all faiths are

welcome to be a part of an innovative
early childhood experience that celebrates
learning and the uniqueness of every
child in a warm and nurturing Jewish
environment.
Call Early Childhood Director
Donna Peters at (804) 545-8617 for more
information and to set up a tour.
The Early Childhood Department of
the Weinstein JCC is licensed by the State
of Virginia and proudly accredited by
NAEYC since 1986.

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE

Frances F. Goldman, JD, CPA
The Tax Complex, LC
1650 Willow Lawn Drive, Suite 200
Richmond, VA 23230-3435
telephone: (804) 282-2444 ext. 314
facsimile: (804) 282-2123
www.taxcomplex.com
www.JewishRichmond.org

WINNER
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards
SINCE 2005

•
Unparalleled Service

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
PRIVATE ROOMS
www.bookbindersrichmond.com
Available for up to 70 Guests

.
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Synagogue happenings

Beth-El announces the hiring of new Rabbi

T

emple Beth-El is pleased to announce
the hiring of Rabbi Michael Rose
Knopf as its new Rabbi, assuming the pulpit
on the retirement of Rabbi Gary Creditor,
effective July 15.
“We look forward to welcoming him, his
wife, Adira, and their young daughter, Lilah,
to Richmond this July,” said Rita Ruby,
president of Beth-El. The Knopfs have spent
the last three years outside of Philadelphia,
where he was assistant Rabbi at Har Zion
Temple.
“After an unforgettable weekend in
Richmond,” Ruby
continued, “it was
obvious that Rabbi Knopf and Beth-El were
an excellent match. The congregation was
deeply moved by his thoughtful nature and
contagious spirit.”
Following the announcement of his
hiring, Rabbi Knopf said, “I fell in love
with Richmond’s mix of rich history and
contemporary vitality. To me, Temple BethEl epitomizes that spirit, and I am overjoyed
to be joining such a vibrant congregation,
community, and city. I believe the future is
very bright for Richmond and Temple BethEl, and my family and I are excited to share
in it for many wonderful years to come!”
Rabbi Knopf, who hails from Atlanta,
considers himself to be a true Southern

Rabbi Michael Rose Knopf, his wife, Adira, and
their daughter, Lilah.

gentleman and is happy to be returning
to the South. Growing up, Rabbi Knopf
attended Jewish day schools, was an active
member of United Synagogue Youth, and
spent several summers at Camp Ramah in

Palmer, Mass.
Since leaving Atlanta, he has crisscrossed
the country. He is a 2005 graduate of
Columbia University with a bachelor of
arts in History (cum laude) and the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America with a
bachelor of arts in Talmud and Rabbinics
(magna cum laude).
He then set out for Los Angeles
where he attended the Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies and was ordained in
2011. Throughout his studies, Rabbi Knopf
continued to be active within the Jewish
community, teaching at Los Angeles Hebrew
High School, being a group leader for USYon-Wheels for five years and tutoring 50
Siberian Jewish children and their families in
Krasnoyarsk, Russia, for their B’nai Mitzvah
through the Joint Distribution Committee.
He also counseled residents at Beit
T’shuvah, a Jewish residential addiction
treatment program in Los Angeles. He
served Rabbinic internships at Congregation
B’nai Torah and Ahavath Achim Synagogue,
both in Atlanta. From 2009-2011, he served
as a Rabbinic Intern and at the Miller
Introduction to Judaism Program at the
American Jewish University and was deeply
involved in multiple facets of the country’s
largest program for those considering

conversion as well as those wanting to
explore and deepen their Jewish faith,
Rabbi Knopf is enthusiastic about
continuing the Beth-El tradition of being
a welcoming egalitarian community that
values personal engagement with Judaism.
The congregation looks forward to benefiting
from his experience, which ranges from
maintaining a vital daily minyan to designing
and leading innovative and engaging t’fillot
and finding meaningful ways to engage the
often under-served populations of young
adults, intermarried families and families
with young children in addition to reaching
out to the unaffiliated. He feels strongly that
lifelong learning is a fundamental part of
our Jewish tradition and he looks forward to
helping us grow our educational programs
across the spectrum from the early years into
adulthood.
The Rabbi is a regular contributor to
“Haaretz” and the “Huffington Post,” and he
releases a weekly online podcast commentary
on the JCast Network (http://jcastnetwork.org/
tisch/). To learn more about Rabbi Knopf,
visit http://mikeknopf.wordpress.com/, or follow
him on Twitter at: @RabbiKnopf and check
out his Facebook page located at: http://
www.facebook.com/rabbimichaelknopf/ .
For information, call (804) 355-3564.

Elizabeth Alexander’s book on Judaism Join KBI for 2nd night
of Passover Seder
receives national recognition
W
W
hen Dr. Elizabeth Shanks
Alexander began teaching at
Smith College, she was asked to offer a
class on women in Judaism.
“Students want to study topics that
have relevance for them,” Alexander
explained. “At an all-women’s college,
classes about women are in high
demand.”
This assignment would lead to an
eight-year research project culminating
in her book, “Gender and Timebound
Commandments in Judaism,” named
as a finalist for the 2013 National
Jewish Book Award.
When planning the class, Yaletrained Alexander looked at ritual
for what it says about women’s roles.
Women are exempt from rituals that
need to be performed at or by a specific
time, but why? The conventional
explanation is that women’s time is
not their own; women must attend to
noses that need to be wiped, diapers
that need to be changed, and babies

.

who need to be
nursed.
It is simply
not fair, the
explanation
goes, to require
women
to
perform rituals
when their life
circumstances
prevent
them Elizabeth Alexander
from doing so. Alexander thought
she would find a good scholarly article
on the topic, include it in her syllabus,
and move on. When she didn’t find
such an article, Alexander said, “I did
what any scholar in my position would
have done; I started researching on my
own.”
The research became more focused
when she took a sabbatical in Jerusalem
six years later. “When I sat down at the
computer, I felt like I was on fire,” she
noted. “The energy had been building
up for so long; it was finally given an
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outlet.”
Even so, Alexander wasn’t able to
finish the book until her next sabbatical
six years later.
By then she was living in Richmond
and teaching in the Department of
Religious Studies at the University
of Virginia, where she is an associate
professor and serves as director of the
undergraduate program.
When asked how she feels about the
national recognition, Alexander’s face
lights up. “This endorsement means so
much to me. It will help bring readers
to the book; and when you write a
book, that is what it’s all about.”
Alexander taught from the book
during KBI’s summer education
program in conjunction with Torah
Learning Connection.
She will be leading a discussion
about the book at the Weinstein JCC
on April 27. It is available for purchase
online at Amazon.com.

hat does Passover
mean to you? For
most folks, it’s Matzah,
wine, and Maxwell House
Haggadahs!
For
Keneseth
Beth Israel, it’s kids
(and
Matzah,
wine,
and
Maxwell
House
Haggadahs)!
Passover
is an incredibly intricate
holiday, but at its core it is
designed for the young and
young at heart.
A Passover Seder is
supposed to be filled with
questions and learning,
songs and games, fun, and
experience.
As it has done in the
past, KBI will have an
instructional Seder open
to everyone in the Jewish
community on the second
night of Passover, April 15.

There will be lots of
fun surprises for kids, and
the Seder is perfect for all
Jewish backgrounds and
levels of observance.
Everyone
will
find
something new to talk
about, and, of course, some
delicious Passover staples.
Join Rabbi Asher and Beth
Israel as it embarks on a
community family Seder
not to be missed!
Visit www.kbirichmond.
com for details, or contact
Rivka Bart in the KBI
office at (804) 288.7953.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Or Atid happenings

O

(From left) Jacob Zedd, Charlie Alexander and (Front row/from left) Proud of their Ski Trip
sweat shirts are Shannan, Jack, Dovid, and JerMoshe Ackman become 1st Class Scouts.
emy; (Back row) Noam, David, Baruch, Moshe,
Pete and Shachar.

To ski or not to ski, that was the
question & Court of Honor
T
hough the weather was unusually
warm at 63 degrees, Cub Scout Pack
613 – Moshe, David, Jack, Shaanam,
Dovid, Noam, Shachar, Pete, Jeremy
and Baruch – along with parents Amit
Cahana, Benzion Shamberg, Audrey
Chumbris, Rabbi Meir Aronowitz and
Cub Scout Pack Leaders Cubmaster
Yisrael Fletcher, Tiger Den Leader Yael
Fletcher and Bear Den Leaders Russ and
Heni Stein, loaded into cars.
The vehicles were packed with ski
clothes, coolers of food and hot thermoses
for a day on the slopes at Wintergreen.
Joining them were KBI Rabbi Dovid
Asher and his wife, Aliza, and their
two children, and KBI President David
Hecht. After about an hour of driving,
spying dark green mountains looming in
the distance, the boys (and some adults)
felt a rush of adrenaline.
As the Wintergreen sign was spotted,
the boys couldn’t wait to jump out of the
cars and find the snow. But first things
first; they needed energy to ski, so they
stopped to eat. Then, they headed off to
the ski rental to get fitted for equipment

C

and, for the beginners, a lesson. Soon,
the pack was ready to try out what they
learned. In spite of all the times the boys
tumbled to the snowy icy ground, they
repeatedly picked themselves up until
they found their balance on their skis.
All too soon, it was time to pack up
and head home. But, they all earned
their Snow Ski and Board Belt Loop and
Pin.
Exciting Boy Scout Troop 613 News
Boy Scout Troop 613 has three
new 1st Class Scouts. This Scout is
comfortable with nature and can identify
local animals and plants, including
poisonous plants. He understands the
causes of water, land and air pollution,
and has worked to safeguard the
environment, and has agreed to live by
the Leave no Trace Guidelines.
This Scout also has begun to learn
about citizenship – something that will
be stressed further if he works on his
citizenship merit badges. He knows
what it means to be part of a family, a
Scouts More on page 14

Or Ami will host a Passover
Seder on April 15

ongregation Or Ami will be hosting its
celebration of Passover with its traditional
Community Second Seder, on Tuesday, April
15, at 5:30 p.m.. at Or Ami, 9400 Huguenot
Road.
The Richmond Jewish community is
invited to attend this family friendly event in
celebration of Pesach. The cost is Temple
member adults, $18; non-member adults, $22;
and children,12 and under $6.
The menu will include Matzah Ball
www.JewishRichmond.org

soup (or if you prefer, Matzo Ball, Knaydel,
or Kneidel), brisket, and of course, all the
Passover traditional delights: wine, grape
juice, matzah, charoset, bitter herbs and, of
course, the afikomen!
Dinner side dishes and deserts will be
provided, and attendees are invited to bring
their favorite side dish, children’s favorites,
and desserts.
For details and reservations contact the
Synagogue office at (804) 272-0017.

n Friday night, March 7, members
of the Richmond area Jewish
community will gather at Congregation
Or Atid in an unparalleled display of
Jewish revitalization and Jewish unity.
Conceived and organized by National
Jewish Outreach Program in 1997,
Shabbat Across America and Canada
represents a united effort by Jewish
community to renew interest in the fourth
of the Ten Commandments – observing a
weekly day of rest.
Or Atid will be one of approximately
700 Synagogues across the continent
that will simultaneously open its doors to
practicing and non-practicing Jews alike,
so they may join together to experience
and rejoice in a traditional Shabbat service
and festive meal. More than 944,000
people have participated in this event in
the past.
Led by Rabbi Royi Shaffin and the
K-1 class, attendees will experience an
interactive Friday night Explanatory
Service and a traditional Shabbat dinner
with all the rituals explained. The event
will take place starting at 6:15 p.m.
“We just cannot accept the common
perception that North American Jewry
is an endangered species,” said Rabbi
Ephraim Buchwald, founder and director
of NJOP. “While it’s true that the vast
majority of Jews in this country have
never participated in a traditional Sabbath
experience and do not feel a connection
to the Judaism that their grandparents
practiced only half a century ago – this
should not be! This event is an exciting
and modern way of reintroducing friends
and family members to a practice that

has been with, and unified, our people for
more than 3,300 years, and which we trust
will be with us for at least 3,300 more.”
Prompted by the growing rate of Jewish
assimilation in North America, NJOP
hopes that a memorable and rewarding
experience will infuse thousands of
non-practicing Jews with a sense of a
greater commitment to Judaism. Of the
5.2 million North American Jews, 2.4
million no longer identify themselves as
Jews, 1 million are unaffiliated with any
Jewish organizations, and 1.2 million
are marginally affiliated, meaning they
rarely attend Synagogue and have little
to do with Jewish life. In addition, 47%
of American Jews intermarry and 54%
of Jews younger than 18 are being raised
as non-Jews or with no religion. Perhaps
the most poignant fact is that more than
two-thirds of all North America Jews
do not observe the Sabbath in any way
(2001 National Jewish Population Survey,
Council of Jewish Federations).
Designed to teach unaffiliated Jews
about the beauty and significance of
the Jewish Sabbath, this is the first
nationally orchestrated program to
appeal to members of all major Jewish
denominations.
It is also the first and only program
aimed at uniting Jews across the U. S. and
Canada through one single event. It takes
place in every city where there is a Jewish
presence – from major Jewish geographical
centers to smaller communities.
Join members and guests for a festive
meal and services starting at 7:30 p.m.
Call the office at (804) 740-4747 for details.

Or Ami’s Reel Theology set for
March 16 with the ‘The Visitor’

C

ongregation Or Ami’s Adult Learning
Committee will show “The Visitor” as
its Reel Theology movie for March.
The film is about Walter Vale, a widowed
economics professor in Connecticut who lives
a fairly solitary existence. He fills his days by
sometimes taking piano lessons in an effort
to emulate his late wife, a classical concert
pianist, and infrequently works on a new
book. He is asked to travel to New York City
for a convention. When he arrives in his old
apartment in Manhattan, Walter is startled
to find a young unmarried couple (Tarek and
Zainab) living there, having rented it from

a swindler. Tarek is a Palestinian-Syrian
drum player. and Zainab is a Senegalese
designer of ethnic jewelry. He later
discovers both are illegal immigrants. In a
post-9/11 world this spells trouble.
The screening on Sunday, March 16 at 6
p.m., is free and open to the public. There
will be an informal potluck before the
movie and a group discussion afterward led
by Rabbi Ben Romer. Ori Ami is located at
9400 Huguenot Road.
For details, call (804) 272-0017.

.
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Education Director Position
Temple Israel
Norfolk VA
The successful
applicant will be innovative, creative, good with both students
and their parents, and have some prior experience with Jewish
education in a synagogue or community setting. The religious
school currently enrolls students in grades K-11 and also
includes post bar/bat mitzvah studies. Classes meet Sunday
mornings from September through May. Position is
approximately 20 hours/week. Full list of responsibilities
available at www.templeisraelva.org. Qualifications include:
 Experience as an education administrator; documented
success in staff management
 Background in Jewish education
 Proficiency in Hebrew
 Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively with
both children and adults
 Enthusiasm for working with children
 Ability to integrate 21st century technology into the
learning environment
 Excellent leadership and interpersonal skills
 Bachelor’s Degree required; advanced degree in a related
field is a plus
If interested, please email cover letter and resume to
templeisraelva@aol.com.

Menorah Review available

T

he 80th edition of Virginia
Commonwealth
University’s
“Menorah Review” is available at www.
menorahreview.org.

Dr. Jack D. Spiro, Harry Lyons
Distinguished Chair in Judaic Culture,
is the longtime editor of the publication.

Please Support Reflector Advertisers.
Thank You!

Time to spring into spring

A

t Temple Beth-El Religious School, the
students and teachers have enjoyed a
productive winter. Students visited with
Beth Sholom residents for a karaoke party
and a winter party, there has been a school
Tu B’Shvat Seder and high school students
have visited the Beth Ahabah Museum and
Archives to learn about collecting data for
them.
But, like everyone else in Richmond, all
at Beth-El are looking forward to spring.
Students are eagerly preparing for Purim,
as the 7th graders prepare a Purim News
Network and all students get ready for the
kids’ Megillah reading.
Temple Beth-El’s Tot Shabbat program

.
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continues with their next service on Friday,
April 18 at 6:30 p.m., at the Grove Avenue
building. Please bring your children -infants to 7 years old to greet Shabbat with
singing and dancing!
It’s still not too late to get in on Temple
Beth-El’s once-a-month, song and craft-filled
Pre-K program for 3-5 year olds, and it’s not
too early to enroll for next year! It’s a fun
way for your child to develop an early love of
Jewish holidays and culture.
For more information about Pre-K
or any other Temple Beth-El education
programs, contact Hazzan Marian Turk at
hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org or (804) 7400820.

Chabad of Virginia’s Capital
Campaign nears goal

C

habad of Virginia is pleased to
announce its first Capital Campaign in
more than 30 years has raised $1.1 million
toward its goal!
Chaired by Stuart Siegel and the Chabad
Advisory Board, the Capital Campaign
is designed to renovate and redesign the
Chabad Community Shul to better serve
the growing needs of our thriving Jewish
community.
The campaign is in full swing with roof
construction underway. “We’re very excited
to announce that we have crossed the $1.1
million mark and are approaching our goal ”
Siegel said. “We invite the entire community
to be a part of this momentous Campaign,
which will ensure that every Jew has a
welcoming and nurturing home to connect

Construction workers move place new roofing
materials into place at Chabad’s Community Shul.

with their heritage.”
For more information, contact Rabbi
Yossel Kranz at (804) 740-2000, or Melissa
Brownstein, Capital Campaign manager, at
(804) 833-6543.

KBI Summer Boys Camp

T

his coming summer is the ninth
summer of KBI Boys Camp, and
the staff and KBI couldn’t be more
excited.
At KBI Boys Camp, the staff is
committed to your child’s growth in
the daily learning of Torah, building
teamwork through playing sports,
swimming and helping every boy build
social bonds that they will keep for a
lifetime.
Also, scheduled each week is an off- Campers and staff members get together last
campus field trip. Trips include laser-tag, Summer at the KBI Boys Camp following an offmini golf, go-carts and more. The camp is site activity.
located on the grounds of Keneseth Beth summerboyscamp@gmail.com or by calling Yoni
Israel in the near West End.
Lewis at (804) 767-1325 with any questions.
Please feel free to contact the camp at

Scouts
Continued from page 13

community, and a nation. He knows how
our nation came to be, and understands
its symbols. Importantly, he has discussed
his rights and responsibilities as a citizen.
He understands how to treat, handle and
respect the flag.
The Scout embodies the motto, “Be
Prepared.” He knows how to treat fractures,
head injuries, hypothermia, convulsions,
lacerations and abrasions, frostbite, burns,
muscle cramps and even knocked out teeth.
Finally, he now can truly lead his Patrol,
Troop and fellow Scouts.
At a recent Court of Honor, in front
of leaders, family and friends, Charlie

Alexander, Moshe Ackman and Jacob Zedd
were recognized for their achievements
and were awarded their First Class Badges.
Their next rank is Star.
To take advantage of all that Scouting
offers, contact: Cub Scouts: Yisrael Fletcher
at (202) 288-5373 or email wfletcher7@gmail.
com; Boy Scouts: Russ Stein at (804) 6515825 or email russ613@comcast.net; and Girl
Scouts: Heni Stein at: (804) 651-5359 or
email henibt18@comcast.net.
KBI is the Charter Organization for
Boy Scout Troop 613, and for Cub Scout
Pack 613, and Sponsor for Girl Scout Troop
4613.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Community happenings

Help RJCL with Readers’ Café

By Marci Linas, RJCL Mentor
ould you like to make a difference in
the life of a child? Join the Richmond
Jewish Coalition for Literacy by volunteering
to lead a Readers’ Café group at Swansboro
Elementary School.
You don’t have to be a parent or a
teacher; you don’t have to make a year-long
commitment, and it doesn’t cost anything.
You simply need to know how to read and
be willing to invest your time. Believe me, you
will get more out of the experience than what
you put into it!
You might ask, “what is Readers’ Café?”
This is a weekly time when a caring adult gets
together with a group of 2-4 students to read
and discuss a book. Students in grades 3-5 are
selected by their teachers and the librarian Four Swansboro students hold the “Addie”
to participate. You meet your students in books and awards they recently received.
the library or another designated location about events in history, meet famous people
in the school at lunchtime once a week for and expand their imaginations. They develop
approximately 45 minutes. You can read the habit of reading for enjoyment as well as
to the students, but they often want to read for information. They value the friendship
aloud as well. It generally takes 4-6 weeks to of another adult beside their teachers. At the
read and discuss a book. When you complete end, they have new books for their personal
the book, each student gets to keep his/her libraries at home. For many, these are the only
books they own.
copy.
If you are unable to contribute your
What are the benefits for the students?
time
but would like to donate money to help
They develop vocabulary, improve reading
underwrite
this program, or if you would
fluency and comprehension, and have the
like
to
learn
more about Readers’ Café
opportunity to read and discuss quality
at
Swansboro,
contact Diane Munsey at
children’s literature. They explore worlds
dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org
or (804) 545-8654.
outside the neighborhood in which they live
through the stories they read. They learn

W

Commonwealth
Prosthodontics
COSMETIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE DENTISTRY

We are very proud to announce
Dr. Jeff Levin is celebrating five happy
and productive years with
Commonwealth Prosthodontics. Newly participating
with Delta Dental Premier,
Cigna, Anthem PPO, and
Anthem Federal. Dr. Levin
is currently accepting new
patients. Emergencies welcome.
Commonwealth Prosthodontics
8917 Fargo Road, Suite B
Richmond, VA 23229

Phone: 804-346-3366

www.commonwealthprosthodontics.com

Bluegrass, Klezmer, Jazz: a night
with Andy Statman on March 23

A

ndy Statman and trio, a world-renown
Klezmer and bluegrass group, will
perform in a community-wide concert on
March 23 at 7 p.m. Sponsored by Chabad
of Virginia, the program is set for the
Modlin Center for the Arts, University of
Richmond.
The “Jerusalem Post” has called Statman
“one of the most important Jewish creative
artists of the postwar era.” Famed for his
virtuosity and his innovative approach to
various music traditions, Statman was chosen
by Itzhak Perlman to lead his Klezmer
album. Statman received the NEA National
Heritage Fellowship Award in 2012, the
nation’s highest honor for traditional folk
artists. The trio includes Larry Eagle on
drums (Bruce Springsteen, John Legend)
and Jim Whitney, bass (David Grisman,
www.JewishRichmond.org

Mark O’Connor).
His peers consider Statman a musical
genius. “One of the greatest mandolinists
of this era ... He thinks at the speed of
light and plays whatever he thinks of. As
an improviser, he is fearless, the “Chicago
Tribune” has written.
The evening begins at 6:15 with a
pre-concert talk with local personality,
Tim Timberlake. A reception follows for
premium tickets.
Organizers include Debbie Friedman,
Elaine Ragone, Nannette Shor, Ellen Renee
Adams, Lynn Zinder and Marcy Horwitz.
All proceeds benefit Virginia Tech,
University of Virginia and James Madison
University Chabads on Campus.
For tickets, visit http://andysrichmond.com
or call (804) 740-2000 x0.
March 2014
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Advocacy Day
Continued from page 1

(From left) Attorney Gen. Mark Herring with
Barbara Lustig and Merry Rutrick.

(From left) JCFR Board member Alissa
Aronovici; Richmond Jewish Foundation CEO
Robert Nomberg; Harriet David; Del. Betsy Carr
(Richmond); Susan Adolf; JCFR Operations
Director Sara Rosenbaum; and Melanie Feldstein.

Richmond Hadassah Vice President Robin
Jackson welcomes the group. She co-chaired
the Hadassah group’s activities for the day along
with Beth Rochkind.

(From left) Benjamin Winkelmann with Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam.

During these meetings legislators were
briefed on the issues of concern to the
Jewish community and had thoughtful
conversations with participants.
Participants should receive partial credit
for several bills that have been tabled or
defeated since the event.
In addition, Ralph Robbins, executive
director of the Virginia Israel Advisory
Board, spoke to the participants.
Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day is a
statewide unified effort by the Jewish

KBI Rabbi Dovid Asher and Del. Eileen FillerCorn (Fairfax), a Jewish delegate in the House.

Del. Manoli Loupassi (Richmond) addresses
Richmond group about current issues.

Community Federation of Richmond,
Southern Seaboard Region of Hadassah,
the Jewish Community Relations Council
of Greater Washington, The United Jewish
Community of the Virginia Peninsula,
and the United Jewish Federation of

Tidewater. Participants also attended from
Charlottesville.
If you need additional information
about the status of legislation, contact Matt
Langsam at mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org or
(804) 545-8652.

J-Town

A Community of Richmond’s Jews in their 20s and 30s

(Right) Sen. Adam Ebbin (Arlington) responds
to a question from the group. Federation CEO
Samuel Asher introduced Ebbin, who is a Jewish
member in the Senate.

and

Sponsored by Congregation Beth Ahabah

present
Virginia Israel Advisory Board Executive Director
Ralph Robbins offers remarks to Advocacy
Day participants about his organization’s
achievements.

RSVP to Melanie Phillips at mphillips@jewishrichmond.org
or Rabbi Jesse Gallop at rabbi.gallop@bethahabah.org.

.
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Gov. Terry R. McAuliffe joins Richmond Hadassah members. Hadassah has
been an active co-sponsor of the Date With the State for many years. About 35
members attended this year.
www.JewishRichmond.org

