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Community Responds on Super Sunday
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‘Draw Back the
Curtain’ premieres
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SYNAGOGUES

thank you

n Sunday, Dec. 7, in about three
hours, 40 volunteers had terrific
conversations with community members
and raised $80,312 for the 2015 Annual
Campaign. As a result of Super Sunday
and subsequent pledges over the past two
weeks, the Campaign total is $2.6 million
as the Reflector goes to press.
“Thanks to the dedicated support of
our volunteers and the response from
the community, we were able to raise
important funds on Super Sunday to help
people in Richmond, Israel and around
(From left) Longtime Campaign leader Bob Reinhard talks with the world,” said Campaign Chair Ellen
Renee Adams.
Kevin Fine, Super Sunday Chair.

Thanks also to the 13 businesses
and organizations –
Bikram Yoga
Richmond, Big Al’s Sports Bar &
Grill, Bogey’s Sports Park, Cartridge
World Innsbrook, Children’s Museum
of Richmond, Edible Arrangements,
The Jefferson, Richmond Jewish
Food Festival, Kroger, Massage Envy,
Perly’s Delicatessen, Science Museum
of Virginia and Virginia Repertory
Theatre that provided door prizes for the
volunteers during the three-hour event.
Bob Reinhard, longtime community
Super Sunday More on page 20

Thank you to these businesses and organizations, which helped support our SUPER
SUNDAY activities: Bikram Yoga Richmond, Big Al’s Sports Bar & Grill, Bogey’s
Sports Park, Cartridge World Innsbrook, Children’s Museum of Richmond, Edible
Arrangements, The Jefferson, Richmond Jewish Food Festival, Kroger, Massage Envy,
Perly’s Delicatessen, Science Museum of Virginia, Virginia Repertory Theatre

SUPER SUNDAY volunteers were:
Kevin Fine, Chair
Ellen Renee Adams
Alissa Aronovici
Rabbi Dovid Asher
Rivka Bart
Rabbi Yosef Bart
Elliott Bender
Hilary Bender

Amit Cahana
Sarah Ciment
Leslie Cohen
Yael Fletcher
Edith Glock
Gary Goldberg
Carolyn Grandis
Brian Greene

Inge Horowitz
Jacqueline Jones
Rebecca Kalman-Winston
Lisa Kaplan
William Minor
Gail Moskowitz
Ashley Noell

Joshua Peck
Elayne Phillips
Sarah Rakofsky
Bob Reinhard
Elise Scherr
Irving Scherr
Mindi Seidel
Avraham Sherman

Nannette Shor
Nathan Shor
Richard Thalhimer
SaraVillalona
Bob Weisberger
Ryan Woloshin
Karen Wharton
Franklin Wolf

Shalom, Jewish food lovers
T

Rabbi Installation
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Last year’s Richmond Jewish Food Festival drew record crowds and this year the event will be expanded
at the Weinstein JCC -- Jan. 18-19.

he eighth annual Richmond Jewish
Food Festival will be held again on the
Sunday-Monday of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
weekend, Jan. 18-19, at the Weinstein JCC.
The hours will be 11:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
To accommodate its tremendous growth,
this year the festival has expanded its space
at the Center. There will be more space for
serving, more servers, and more seating. And
now there’s no need to purchase food tickets.
Simply pick up the food you want, then head
over to one of the many cashiers. You’ll be
able to get to your seats quickly and enjoy
the many activities going on.

Once again a variety of traditional
Jewish and Israeli foods will be available,
including a selection of vegetarian, vegan,
and gluten-free dishes. All food is strictly
kosher and strictly peanut- and dairy-free.
The bakery and beverage selection will
be larger than ever. And there will be more
Malka Beer from Israel, a craft beer which
got excellent reviews last year.
In addition to the expanded serving area,
there will be more dining space, as well as
more vendors, selling unique homemade
Food Festival More on page 19

Federation happenings

Families enjoy PJ Library
Hanukkah celebration,
Tikun Olam Book project

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
đƫ Jan. 4 | 10:30 a.m.
Hadassah Installation
Richmond Country Club

đƫ *ċƫĂĈƫ| 7 p.m.
‘Voices of Survival’ Concert
Carpenter Theatre

đƫ

đƫƫ$.+1#$ƫ!!)!.ƫĂĀāĆƫ
‘The Other Side of the Curtain’
Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives

Jan. 8-11

Israeli Film Festival

Weinstein JCC
đƫ Jan. 25 | 2 p.m.
Preview of Auschwitz Exhibit
Virginia Holocaust Museum

đƫ!ċƫąƫ| 8:30 a.m.
Jewish Advocacy Day
Date With the State
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Visit www.jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Network JCFR set for January

Sheila Selznick with her grandson, Doni Plotnick, do crafts together at PJ Library event.

Nachman Schneiderman enjoys himself at PJ
Library Hanukkah event.

O

n Sunday, Dec. 7 during the final hour
of Super Sunday, PJ Library children
and their families gathered to celebrate Hanukkah and perform an act of Tikkun Olam
and tzedekah on their own.
Families gathered more than 50 pounds of
donated children’s books that will be distributed to school programs in the Richmond area
and sent to a school in Romania. Children
also enjoyed Hanukkah crafts and snacks.
“The event, sponsored by the Federation,
collected gently used PJ Library books that
our families have duplicates of or have outgrown,” said the Federation’s Sara Rosenbaum.
The PJ Library, which was created and is
funded nationally by The Harold Grinspoon
Foundation sends free Jewish-content books
and music on a monthly basis to children 6
months through 8 years old. This program
was developed to help create stronger Jewish
homes that foster Jewish curiosity and help
families explore their Jewish identity. Families
receive monthly mailings with appropriate
material for the specific age of their child.
Over the past 6 years, more than 550
children have received free materials monthly
in Richmond. PJ Library currently has 200
children enrolled locally.
This is a Jewish family engagement program implemented on a local level throughout
North America.
For more information, contact Sara
Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org

.

Network JCFR plans the following programs in January.
Torah on Tap, Tuesday Jan. 20, 7:30
p.m. Legend Brewing Co. 321 W. 7th St. “I have
a lovely Jewish girl for you to meet…” is a
sentence everyone is far too used to hearing.
The idea of matchmaking in Jewish traditions
can be traced far back, but how do seemingly
ancient traditions integrate into our modern
life? Join Rabbi Dovid Asher for a thought
provoking discussion. And did we mention
the first drink is free?
Shabbat Dinner, Friday, Jan. 30, 7:15
p.m. Gary Goldberg and Deborah Minden
invite Network JCFR participants to join them
in their home to welcome Shabbat. Enjoy a

Network JCFR
Birthright Israel
(From left) Caleb and Lucas Villalona pose for
a photo while doing crafts.

A baby is surrounded by PJ Library books. Children from 6 months to 8 years old receive free
books and music each month.
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N

etwork JCFR is excited to be sending
another group of young professionals
to Israel with Young Judaea Taglit-Birthright
Israel.
Five Virginia locals will join other 22-26
year-olds on a 10-day adventure touring
Israel from “top to bottom.” Departing
on Dec. 31, the group will land in a new
country, in a new year to a new and exciting
journey ahead.
From Jan. 1-11, 40 Americans will travel
together and see all of the well-known sites,
and many stops “off the beaten path.” Stay
tuned for post-trip highlights and stories
to come from the Birthright young professionals on their life-changing experiences.
JCFR’s Director of Young Leadership Melanie Phillips will join the group to staff her
second Young Judaea Birthright trip.
The JCFR provides annual funds to support Taglit-Birthright Israel, which provides
a first-time peer group experience in Israel.

home hosted meal and end your busy week
with great friends and fun! RSVP on Facebook
for the address.
Looking ahead to February
Happy Hour, Feb. 11., 6 p.m.
For details and to RSVP, call Melanie
Phillips, Federation Young Leadership director, at (804) 545-8623 or email mphillips@
jewishrichmond.org.
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How good & pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.
The Reflector is published monthly by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
advertisement submitted. Views expressed
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.
Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8655. Acceptance of advertising does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.
Richard Samet, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations
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If a tree falls in
a forest ...

Susan Sisisky honored with JCFR
L’Dor V’Dor/Woman of Valor

By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR
“If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around Adams, Campaign Chair and her
Campaign Cabinet team have conto hear it, does it make a sound?”
his old thought experiment may well tinued the holy work of raising funds
be familiar. It’s supposed to perplex to meet the needs of people at home,
and confuse us. It’s supposed to be unan- in Israel and around the world.
The JCFR has been the center of
swerable.
This question can be construed as a the Jewish Community for nearly 80
sleight of hand made of words and images. years and helps us fulfill our obligaThe falling tree makes a sound when the tion that all Jews are responsible for
sound is perceived, and it may even make one another through our network of
a sound when not perceived. If it is un- local Jewish agencies: Beth Sholom
perceived and not provable, does anyone Lifecare Community, Jewish Family
really care? If we can’t touch it, hear it, Services, Rudlin Torah Academy and
read about it – we just don’t notice it. It the Weinstein JCC.
Our overseas partners the Ameridoes not register with us. It’s human nature
to only care about the things we perceive. can Jewish Joint Distribution ComThis summer, we were all acutely aware mittee, The Jewish Agency for Israel
of the war with Hamas. Missiles launched and World ORT help us meet needs
against Israel, and shot down by the Iron in Israel and around the world.
The “tree in the forest” question
Dome, made front-page news. The debate
raged about what was considered a “pro- prompts us to ask: If it’s not in the
portional response.” Why were human news, is it really happening? Is Israel
shields used to protect arms stockpiles? still in danger? Are Jews still suffering
Who knew the extent of the terror tunnels at home and abroad?
Unequivocally, YES. While the
and the possible catastrophe Israel thwarted
war with Hamas is over and the misby destroying the tunnels?
Our Israel Emergency Campaign (IEC) siles are not falling (as I write this),
assisted with recovery from war devasta- it would be foolhardy for us to think
tion. Thousands of Israeli children re- everything is peaceful in Israel. The
ceived respite in northern Israel through impact of the war is still being hardFederation-supported summer camps. Ad- felt. Tourism is down dramatically and
ditionally, the southern Israel economy, now there is a war inside Israel. Radiwhich ground to a halt, has been helped calized Arab citizens of Israel have
by the IEC funds that provided money for attacked innocent citizens at prayer
in a synagogue and driven a car into
rebuilding and repairing infrastructure.
In Richmond, we conducted an Israel a line of people waiting for a train.
Similarly, we should not assume
Emergency Campaign that proudly raised
over $200,000 to help meet those needs. that all Jews are safe, clothed, warm
Now it is. The impact of the war is and well fed because we cannot see
no longer front-page news and virtually their suffering in front of us.
We don’t need to hear the tree fall
absent from reports. News now focuses
on ISIS barbarism, and intense fighting in to know it fell. We don’t need missiles
Syria with millions of refugees fleeing to to fall on Israel to prompt us to care.
Jordan and elsewhere. We have witnessed We don’t need to hear a crying child
a rampage in the Canadian capital of Ot- to know that he or she is hungry.
Though they are silent to us, we
tawa and most recently a deadly hostage
know the painful realities of those
crisis in Australia.
In the midst of these of these horrific who suffer.
Thank you for helping us as we
circumstances, the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond has been conducting strive to make human suffering the
its 2015 Annual Campaign. Ellen Renee Tree More on page 5

T

www.JewishRichmond.org

(From left) Carole Weinstein, a former recipient, with Susan Sisisky.

Elise Scherr, a previous L’Dor V’Dor recipient,
with daughter, Melissa Brownstein.

Barbara Shocket, a former honoree, with daughter, Sara Waskin.

Willa Kalman, a former L’Dor V’Dor recipient,
with daughter, Rebecca Kalman-Winston.

M

ore than 80 women
attended the JCFR
Women’s Division L’Dor
V’Dor/Woman of Valor
luncheon on Dec. 4 at Beth
Sholom Lifecare Community’s Parkside.
Susan Sisisky, a long time
community leader, was honored for her many years of
serving the community.
The award is testament
to the dedication and commitment that Sisisky has had Mark and Susan Sisisky with son, Zach, his wife, Clare, and grandin the local Jewish community son, Isaiah.
as well as Jewish communities
Richmond Jewish Foundation. The purpose
in Israel and overseas.
of this fund is to select young Jewish adults
During the event, Zach Sisisky provided from Richmond to travel to Jewish communia heartfelt tribute to his mother, while his ties around the world and Israel to learn the
wife, Clare, introduced Kevin Fine, a 2014 mission of JDC.
Fellow of the Susan and Mark Sisisky JDC
Fine spoke about the life-changing experiGlobal Enrichment Fund of Richmond Jew- ence he had this past summer on the Fellows
ish Foundation.
trip to the Jewish community of Tbilisi, GeorAfter extensive visits to Jewish commu- gia. In addition to sharing several personal
nities around the world with the American stories from his trip, he also described how the
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, she and experience greatly influenced his commitment
her husband Mark, decided to create their to the value of global Jewish peoplehood and
Jewish legacy by establishing the Susan and
Mark Sisisky JDC Global Enrichment Fund of Sisisky More on page 4
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Community members network with elected
officials at annual Legislative Reception

(From left) Henrico County Board of Supervisors Dave Kaechele and Dick Glover talk
with Henri Maizels.

Rabbi Dovid Asher and Del. Eileen Filler-Corn Russ Finer, executive director of Congregafrom Northern Virginia and her daughter, Alana. tion Beth Ahabah, and Tyee Mallory, a representative from Sen. Tim Kaine’s office.

Lloyd Lenhart, representing Congressman Dave
Brat’s office, speaks to attendees at Legislative Reception. Several others also spoke at the event.

Sisisky
Continued from page 3

Robin Jackson chats with Del. Manoli
Loupassi.

(From left) Frances Goldman, Federation
JCRC chair, talks with Jessica Gurganus and
daughter, Margie Ann.

M

any community leaders and volunteers had the opportunity to speak
informally with a number of elected and
appointed officials at the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond’s Annual Legislative
Reception on Dec. 1 at the Weinstein JCC.
They included many state, county and
city officials and school board members as
well as representatives from the offices of Sen.
Tim Kaine and Congressman Dave Brat.
JCFR President Richard Samet welcomed everyone and thanked the elected
officials for attending and for their time
representing the Greater Richmond area.

JCRC Chair Frances Goldman spoke to
the officials about the important advocacy
role the Federation plays.
She also recognized and introduced all
the elected officials and invited several to
speak.
Goldman said, “The Jewish community is
composed of a diverse constituency, but the
attendance tonight shows we are all united
in our mutual concerns for and commitment
to legislative advocacy and involvement.”
For details on JCRC, contact Matt
Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@
jewishrichmond.org.

Tradition

HONORED PROVIDER

WOODY FUNERAL HOME
SERVING RICHMOND SINCE 1905
Parham Chapel
1771 Parham Rd
804-288-3013

Huguenot Chapel
1020 Huguenot Rd
804-794-1000

.

Atlee Chapel
9271 Shady Grove Rd
804-730-0035
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Woody Advanced
Planning
804-288-3013

Susan Sisisky (center) with previous honorees (front/left) Pearl Karp Markam and Fran Raphael;
(Second row) Barbara Shocket, Hedy Lapkin, Deane Dubansky, Elise Scherr, Willa Kalman, Cathy
Plotkin, Edith Glock and Bea Fine. (Not pictured is Carole Weinstein)

Women’s Division Chair Susan Adolf pins
Pomegranate pin on Jocelyn Vorenberg.

Women’s Division Co-chair Rebecca KalmanWinston pins Pomegranate pin on Robyn
Galpern.

his decision to take a more active role in our
local community and JCFR.
Rhona Arenstein then presented Sisisky
with a ceramic platter in honor of her award
and the honoree addressed the audience with
some final words regarding her own personal
commitment to the Jewish value of “L’dor
V’dor” passing our traditions and values on
from generation to generation.

Sisisky has been an active volunteer in
the Richmond-Petersburg area since moving to Virginia in 1973, serving on many
boards and receiving a number of honors
from the JCFR, Rudlin Torah Academy and
the Weinstein JCC.
For details on the Women’s Divison,
contact Matt Langsam at (804) 545-8652 or
mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Network JCFR home-hosted
Shabbat Dinners

From Bucharest to Budapest
The Revival of Jewish Life
in Central Europe
5ƫĈġāąČƫĂĀāĆ

A

Network JCFR participants at a recent Shabbat Dinner at the home
of Rebecca Kalman-Winston and David Winston.

Matt Pinsker and Naomi Miller.

number of community members hosted
Shabbat Dinners in their
homes during the past year
and welcomed JCFR Network participants.
The Federation thanks
these families for opening
the homes to the young
Jewish professionals.
To host a dinner,
contact Melanie Phillips,
Fe d e r a t i o n Yo u n g
Leadership director, at
(804) 545-8623 or email
mphillips@jewishrichmond.org.

Mike Fox and Katie Atwood

%*!ƫ0$!ƫ((ƫ+"ƫ+))1*%/)ƫ%*ƫ0$!ƫ!.(5ƫĊĀĚ/Čƫ !3%/$ƫ
life in Central Europe has been slowly rebuilding and
revitalizing. The Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond invites you to join us on a powerful weeklong journey to the capitals of Romania and Hungary
to discover with our own eyes, the devastation of the
Holocaust and Communism and the amazing successes
of local Jewish leadership that is working tirelessly to
rebuild a lost world.
For details, contact:
Matt Langsam at (804) 545-8652
or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org

Abby Moore recently hosted a
Shabbat Dinner. At the event
are (from left) Shir Bodner,
Greg Serkin, Abby Moore, Melanie Becker, Edan Lichtenstein
and Ethan Litvin.

(From left) Shannon Hahn,
Zach Brenner, Ian James,
Ryan Woloshin, Richard
Freedman and Aaron
Brenner enjoy the dinner at the home of Abby
Moore.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Tree
Continued from page 3

stuff of history books.
Please donate now to our Annual
Campaign by visiting us at www.jewishrichmond.org or by calling Matt Langsam at
(804)545-8652.
As always, call me at (804) 545-8622

or email sasher@jewishrichmond.org.
Samuel H. Asher is the CEO of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond. You may
reach him at sasher@jewishrichmond.org or by
calling (804) 545-8622.
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JFS happenings

‘Draw Back the Curtain’ premieres
M

ore than 500
community
members attended the
premiere of “Draw
Back the Curtain”
Nov. 10 at the Modlin
Center for the Arts
at the University of
Richmond. The film,
produced by Jewish
Fa m i l y S e r v i c e s
and University of
Richmond Hillel,
is the product of a
l a r g e r t h r e e - ye a r
JFS’ friendly and knowledgeable
project, more than
adoption social workers will help
8,500 volunteer hours,
you every step of the way with
g e n e ro u s f u n d i n g Andrew Freiden NBC12 Meteorologist and narrator of “Draw Back the
Curtain,”
is
flanked
at
the
premiere
by
Seva
Izrailova
(left),
and
her
your adoption journey.
and an impressive
)+0$!.Čƫ%2ƫ%*'$/+2Čƫ3$+ƫ+0$ƫ)!ƫ0+ƫ%$)+* ƫ%*ƫ0$!ƫāĊĊĀ/ċ
Call 804-282-5644 today to
collaborative effort.
$+0+/ƫ5ƫ .%!**!ƫ%*'!()**
schedule a free consultation or
C o m m u n i t y
members of all ages,
learn about upcoming workshops.
backgrounds, and experiences came
6718 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, VA 23226
together to document and preserve the
stories of former Soviet families resettling
  #"""
in Richmond much like the collaboration
that formed their warm welcome here
throughout the 1990s.
The premiere was attended by people
across the community, including many
of those who resettled in Richmond, and
the volunteers who first welcomed them.
“I was touched at the overwhelmingly
positive response from the dozens of
people featured in the film,” said Shir
Bodner, JFS business analyst and director
of “Draw Back the Curtain.” “but also
those who were learning about this piece
of Richmond history for the first time.”
(From left) Robert Nomberg, president and
Film-goers celebrated afterward at a
CEO of Richmond Jewish Foundation and (From left) Rabbi Jesse Gallop, Elizabeth
(From left) Gregg Davidson CEO of JFS and Dr.
reception while the reunited Band on the Ed Ayers, president of University of Richmond.
Scott Belleman.
Thalhimer Smartt, president of JFS Board; and
Roof played, a local group formed in the
Rabbi Andrew Goodman, JFS board member and
Fund of Richmond Jewish Foundation,
90s from resettled refugees.
a leader of the Hillel at University of Richmond.
Woody Funeral Home, The Twin River
Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives
Foundation, BB&T, Jeanette Lipman, Bob
is exhibiting “The Other Side of the
and Cindy Rolfe, Retta Leigh Keil, Mark
Curtain” in conjunction with the film.
and Susan Sisisky, Sandra Sisisky, Linda
The exhibition will be up through 2015
Mays and Karen Fine.
and includes artifacts brought during
For more information, call JFS at (804)
emigration, archival articles on the
282-5644.
volunteer resettlement effort, as well as
Jewish Family Services is supported,
images and quotes from “Draw Back the
in part, by a generous contribution from
Curtain” interviews.
the Jewish Community Federation of
The next film screening will take place in
Richmond.
celebration of American Jewish Heritage
Month at the Weinstein JCC on May 21.
Shir Bodner with reunited Members of Band on the Roof who
The trailer and more information can be
performed at a reception following the film screening (from
found on www.DrawBacktheCurtain.com.
left) -- Luda Shmerelzon, Pinkhas Pinkhasov, Alex Bogushevsky
JFS would like to thank “Draw Back
* ƫ !+ƫ5*!.#ċƫ$%/ƫ(+(ƫ#.+1,ƫ"+.)! ƫ%*ƫ0$!ƫāĊĊĀ/ƫ".+)ƫ
the Curtain” financial supporters: Genesis
resettled refugees. (Not pictured is Al Abramov)

Considering
Adoption?

.
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Pet visits at Beth Sholom

Beth Sholom happenings

O

nce a month, Catherine Foldesi and
Sally Cecil bring their adorable furry
friends to visit the residents at Beth Sholom
Lifecare Community.
Foldesi and Cecil are volunteers with
Guiding Eyes for the Blind who work to train
dogs to become therapy dogs for someone
in the community. These visits are a huge
hit with the residents. Everyone knows that
dogs make people happy and make them
smile. But some do not know that dogs also
can have a therapeutic benefit to the elderly
– especially those living in assisted living or
nursing home facilities.
Studies have shown that pet therapy visits
can have a positive mental, emotional and
physical effect on the elderly.
Mental benefits include increase mental
stimulation from asking questions or talking directly to the pet. Emotional benefits
include reducing anxiety and depression,
and an increase in the release of serotonin
and dopamine in the brain that help soothe
and calm a person’s body. This is very helpful for residents with Alzheimer’s dementia,
as pet visits can help decrease agitation
and unwanted behaviors. Lastly, the physical benefits include lowering stress, blood
pressure, and heart rate. This program has
been a great benefit to our residents and
each month we look forward to loving on
our furry friends!
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part,
by a generous contribution from the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Jack Lee and dog Pippin.

Dr. Harold Goodman and dog Kahlua.

Kimlah Hyatt and daughter, Charlie, with dog
Stoli.

Torah Study Group meets weekly at Beth Sholom
B

eth Sholom Lifecare Community is very excited to
offer residents a weekly Torah
Study Group.
Rabbi Don Cantor, a Rabbinical intern from Keneseth
Beth Israel, is leading this discussion group.
He brings with him a wealth
of knowledge and a true passion for teaching and working
with the senior adult population. The residents love being
a part of his group each week.

www.JewishRichmond.org

(From left) Rose Rosmarin,
Carol Sear, Bea Fine, Helen
Zimm, Rabbi Don Cantor,
Mollie Cohen, Mildred Levy,
and friend Esther, and
Miriam Glass.
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Survivor Portrait Project opens
at Center January 15

J

anuary 27, 2015, marks the 70th anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz.
Many of the millions liberated from camps
all those years ago are no longer alive. Only an
estimated 500,000 Survivors worldwide remain
alive today. The time to honor their courage and
sacrifice is running out. On Thursday, Jan. 15 the
Sara D. November Art Gallery at the Weinstein
JCC will open the Holocaust Survivor Portrait
Project at 7 p.m. with a reception sponsored by
the Glave Kocen Gallery.
In Richmond there are approximately 30
Survivors remaining in our Jewish community.
Nearly every day, these remarkable individuals
enter through the doors of the Weinstein JCC
to learn, socialize, exercise and entertain. It is
our desire to create a lasting tribute to their
lives, contributions, and to always remember
the ineffable tragedy of the Shoah – so that it

Weinstein JCC happenings

may never happen again.
In honor of the 70th Anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz, the Weinstein JCC
Patrons of the Arts partnered with local photographer, Dean Whitbeck to engage his unique
documentary photographic style to create a portrait exhibit honoring the remaining Holocaust
Survivors in Richmond today. This project was
made possible in part through generous support
of the Ipson Holocaust Education Fund administered by the Richmond Jewish Foundation.
A previous exhibit of Whitbeck’s work called
“A Shared Humanity” was shown in the Sara D.
November Art Gallery at the Weinstein JCC in
December 2013. This collection of large-scale,
unframed photographs acted as the inspiration
for the Survivor Project. Whitbeck is committed
to creating a connection between the audience
and the subject by developing an environment
free of barriers between them.
Young people from our community participated in each photo session assisting the photographer and the participants, while also sitting
and listening to the stories of the Survivors’
remarkable lives. This youth connection allowed
Survivor More on page 11

The BIG Schtick + The BIG Raffle =

BIG Fun!

T

ickets are on sale
now. The muchanticipated fundraising
gala featuring the sidesplitting comedy of The
Sklar Brothers will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 21.
Hosted by the Weinstein JCC and Jewish
Family Services, The BIG Schtick promises to
be an incredible night of great food and drink,
live jazz and bourbon tasting compliments of
Beam, Inc. Andrew Freiden, the local celebrity
and meteorologist from Channel 12 will be
on hand to emcee. Come prepared to bid on
attractive auction items such as a vacation in
Martha’s Vineyard, Villa in Italy with personal
tour guide, and $1,000 in gift cards to Saxon
Shoes. Join committee chairs, Esther Fratkin,
Shelley Gouldin and Elizabeth Thalhimer
Smartt for a night to remember.
Two ticket price levels are available: Reserved table with seating for 10 - $750; Individual tickets - $75. Tickets can be purchased by calling (804) 285-6500 or online

at weinsteinjcc.org.
Show support for Jewish Family Services
and the Weinstein JCC by participating in The
BIG Raffle, sponsored by BB&T. Not only
will everyone have a chance to win one of 5
cash prizes including a $5,000 Grand Prize,
you will also be supporting two worthy Jewish
organizations in thecommunity. Proceeds from
The BIG Raffle provide financial assistance so
more people can benefit from the programs
and services that these organizations provide.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.
weinsteinjcc.org for $100 each or 3 tickets for
$250. Winning raffle tickets will be drawn on
Saturday, Feb. 21 at The BIG Schtick gala.
You do not need to be present to win!
For more information about The BIG
Schtick or The BIG Raffle, contact Leslie McGuigan at lmcguigan@
weinsteinjcc.org.

FIFTH ANNUAL ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL
SPONSORED BY WEINSTEIN PROPERTIES

January 8-11, 2015

The Wonders

■

Weinstein JCC

■

January
Richmond,
VA
23-26

Live "Street Art" Demo
Festival Opening Reception prior to screening

Bethlehem

Discussion with Isaac Zablocki,

PATRONS OF THE

Director of the Manhattan JCC Israel Film Center

Hunting Elephants Light Breakfast & Coffee
Magic Men Discussion with the Righteous Greeks

ARTS

of Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church

Get your tickets to these award-winning films today! Visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
.
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5th Annual Israeli Film Festival Opens January 8
i5IF8POEFSTwt+BO
i#FUIMFIFNwt+BO
i)VOUJOH&MFQIBOUTwt+BO
i.BHJD.FOwt+BO

demonstration featuring on of our local artists beginning at 6:15
p.m. Coffee and dessert will be served.

T

he 5th Annual Israeli Film Festival
presented by the Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts is sure to be the best yet.
This season’s films are top contenders
at film festivals around the globe and each
one was released within the last 18 months,
making them a wonderful representation
of the film industry renaissance happening
in Israel. The 2015 Israeli Film Festival is
produced with the generous support of our
sponsor Weinstein Properties.
‘The Wonders’
Opening night is Thursday, Jan. 8 at 7
p.m., with “The Wonders” a whimsical
mash-up of comedy and mystery. Inspired
by a true story, “The Wonders” focuses
on the complex relationship between a
Jerusalem street artist and a mysterious
modern-day prophet being held prisoner
in an abandoned apartment across the alleyway.
Local street art historian Mikemetic will
engage the audience with a live street art

‘Bethlehem’
Saturday, Jan. 10,
the audience will
share a particularly
powerful experience
with the viewing of
the film “Bethlehem”
that highlights the
complex relationship
between an Israeli
Secret Service officer
and his young Palestinian informant.
“Bethlehem” portrays characters torn apart by competing
loyalties and impossible moral dilemmas –
giving a fascinating glimpse into the world
of human intelligence.
This film will be followed by a discussion with Isaac Zablocki, director of the
Israel Film Center at the Manhattan JCC,
researcher for “Bethlehem.” Zablocki formerly served in the IDF’s leading film unit

as an Educational film
producer. Wine and
desserts will be served.
‘Hunting Elephants’
Sunday, Jan. 11, will
close the festival with
two funny, heartwarming films. At 10 a.m.,
“Hunting Elephants”
will be screened, and
coffee and light breakfast will be available.
This film tells the story of three elderly men
and grandson Yonatan,
who find themselves
stuck in a Jerusalem
nursing home. What
keeps them united is their fervent desire
to rob a bank to avenge the mistreatment
of Yonatan’s deceased father. A web of
interesting characters, complex relationships and criminal activity ensues.
‘Magic Men’
Last, but not least, “Magic Men” will
air at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 11.
This film follows the journey of a 78-year-

old Greek man and
his Chasidic rapper
son from Israel to
Greece. In search
of an old magician
who saved the elderly man from the
Nazis, their travels
lead them to absurd
and often comic encounters and brings
them to a final test
of father and son.
Following this film, the attendees will be
joined by the Righteous Greeks of Saints
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox
Church – whose heroism saved the lives of
Jews in Greece during WWII.
Visit weinsteinjcc.org for tickets or call Lisa
Looney at (804) 545-8608 or email llooney@
weinsteinjcc.org.
The Weinstein JCC is supported, in
part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

THE JCC FORUM 2015

Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts
presents

Carl Bernstein

Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist/Author and Political Analyst

Saturday, February 7
<A7;*(¨ $35 General Admission

A Reporter’s Assessment: From Hillary to
Rock ‘n Roll to the Impact of 24/7 News

Sponsored by

For tickets visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
www.JewishRichmond.org
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RTA happenings
RUDLIN TORAH ACADEMY
RICHMOND HEBREW DAY SCHOOL

ĂĀāĆƫ /ƫĚ/ƫ5!.ƫ
of the Chromebook

Stellar Education
for Every Jewish Child

R

udlin Torah Academy proudly inaugurates 2015 with a brand-new dynamic
and innovative Technology Plan. The centerpiece of the plan is the Chromebook
Initiative, giving 1:1 computer access for
students in Grades 5-8 and shared access
for all lower grades.
RTA’s roll-out of the Technology Plan
culminates a two-year process of extensive
research, site visits and meetings conducted
by a team of faculty members and lay leadership.
The Chromebook Initiative takes the
school to a completely new level in utilizing technology and integrating it into RTA’s
enriched dual curriculum. No longer are
students dependent on one computer lab
for the internet, educational apps, and engaging software, as every classroom has the
instant capacity to become a hub of digital
education.
“It’s amazing what our students are doing with these devices, and we’re just in the
initial stages,” noted RTA Principal Rabbi
Yosef Bart. “Our second graders are working on keyboarding skills and mathematics
apps. RTA middle school students are incredibly proficient in the mechanics of the stock
market and modern economics. Students
are perfecting their Modern Hebrew with
interactive online programs. Cloud computing, Google Apps, virtual labs and field trips,

real-time access to the latest news and information - you name it, it’s all here at RTA.”
Included in RTA’s plan are the purchase and
use of additional interactive whiteboards.
These cutting-edge devices offer unique
multimedia opportunities for collaborative
teamwork, active learning, and project management, with the latest educational software
in both Jewish and general studies.
“RTA’s plan is made possible in part from
a very generous grant from Jack (ob”m) and
Bea Fine,” said Brian Greene, RTA president.
“RTA’s curriculum is keeping pace with
today’s ever-evolving technology,” said Brian
Greene, RTA president. “It is RTA’s mission to prepare every one of our students
for success in the digital world with 21stst
century skills, creativity, and thinking. Implementation of our Technology Plan, along
with other enhanced and new educational
offerings, firmly establishes RTA as the preeminent K-8 educational program in the
greater Richmond area.”
For more information about RTA, Richmond’s only Hebrew Day School, or to
schedule a tour, p call the school office at
(804) 353-1110. You can also visit us at www.
rudlin.com.

(From left) Amalya Weinberger and Katie Holi use their Chromebooks to explore units in mathematics and language arts.

0ƫČƫĈ0$ƫ* ƫĉ0$ƫ#. !ƫ/01 !*0/ƫ*(56!ƫ
real-time market data in their Honors Economics class with Dabney Lewis. Foreground (from
left) are Jenna Stern and Nancy Alexander.

Inge Appel who passed away December 9

(From left) Third grade students Alex Mosheyev
and Sheindy Paley explore facets and facts about
the Southwestern U.S.

wanted to express her thanks
for the kindness and many acts of love and
support from her many friends
during her long illness

.
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Second grade student Jack Chumbris uses
the latest Jewish Interactive software on a
SmartBoard under the direction of Devorah
Aronowitz.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Foundation happenings

Build your own Jewish community
that breaks bread, makes grants and
creates lasting friendships.

RJF launches
giving circles
By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

G

iving circles, a growing
trend in Jewish philanthropy, now have an official
home in Richmond. Jim
Weinberg, RJF chairman, recently announced the launch
of RJF’s giving circles.
“Our giving circles policy
allows donors to give with
others, to pool their money,
research community needs
and decide as a group where
to give grants,” said Weinberg. “We created a flexible
policy that will encourage
donors of any age and giving
level to come together to
create something unique and
meaningful.”
Giving circles, which are
groups of individual donors
who pool their money and

decide together where these
funds should be distributed,
have been steadily growing
in number. A recent study on
the impact of giving circles
nationwide conducted by the
Forum of Regional Associations of Grantmakers indicates
that giving circles have boomed
in the last decade, becoming
a philanthropic force all their
own. Jewish giving circles have
been part of this trend.
Giving circles are a powerful
way for small groups to make
big change: to give together,
build community with each
other, experience strategic philanthropy, and connect to the
increasingly diverse and exciting universe of Jewish organizations around the world.
Any one group or individual
can create and join a giving
circle. Different circles will
have different membership
requirements, different focus
areas for their giving, and different calendars of events and

meetings. If you can’t find one
that works for you, we’re here
to help you start your own.
While not a new concept,
giving circles have become an
increasingly popular and important form of philanthropy,
allowing a group of individuals
to combine resources to have
a larger funding impact on
an organization or issue area.
Though the amount of money
individual members contribute
to their giving circles may be
relatively small, the impact of
those dollars is significant and
far reaching.
Giving circles are a great
idea for different affinity and
alumni groups and friends to
join together to support the
charities of their choice.
To learn more about giving
circles or to create your own,
please call Robert Nomberg at
(804) 545-8656 or email robert@
rjfoundation.org.

Connect to the giving circle movement.
ACCESSIBLE • COLLABORATIVE • COMMUNAL • HANDS ON • EMPOWERING

Decide together where to allocate
your charitable dollars.
How do you start? Gather a group of friends, start talking, and call the
Richmond Jewish Foundation to explore how to create your own giving circle.

Robert Nomberg, President and CEO
.POVNFOU"WFOVFr3JDINPOE 7"r  
SPCFSU!SKGPVOEBUJPOPSHrXXXDSFBUFMFHBDZPSHHJWJOHDJSDMFT
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Jan. 5 -Helvicio Borges. “The Best
of Ecuador.”

Ten Signs; When Forgetting Is a
Problem.”

Jan. 12 - Dr. Paul Levengood, Virginia Historical Society, “Virginia
Historical Society: A New Look for
an Old Institution.”

Jan. 26 - Dr. James A. Grymes, University of North Carolina, Charlotte, “Violins of Hope: The Violins
of the Holocaust.”
Note: This schedule also is for the Women’s
Room programs, which now meets weekly
with the Men’s Club.

Jan. 19 - Mary Ann Johnson,
Alzheimer’s Association, “The

Survivors
Continued from page 9

these young people first-hand connection to
the indomitable spirit of our community’s
Survivors; but also as the last generation who
will likely have the opportunity to know them
– these youth have a responsibility to hear
the words from the Survivor’s mouths, as
they will be the ones to pass on the legacy to
future generations.
The Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts is
committed to honoring our Jewish heritage,
experiences, art, subject matter and artists
while bringing our Greater Richmond community together to share in these works and
grow a stronger understanding of our deep
www.JewishRichmond.org

Jewish roots.
This project is one of the most powerful
and meaningful ways in which to maintain
that commitment. Join us to experience this
powerful collective piece of art, in one of
our Jewish spaces, honoring the pride and
tenacity of Richmond’s Survivors. They lived,
they persevered, and they continue to share
their stories.
For more information on this event, contact Erin Lessin Mahone at (804) 545-8644
or emahone@weinsteinjcc.org.

Thinking
about
selling
your
house?
Want to
know
what it’s
worth?

Stevie.Watson@LongandFoster.com

754 - 4551

Call or
email me
for a free
market
analysis!
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Or Ami Installs new spiritual leader

Rabbi Ahuva Zaches

O

n Friday, Dec. 5, Rabbi Ahuva Zaches was
formally installed as spiritual
leader of Congregation Or
Ami.
Rabbi Zaches, whose
tenure began in July, is a passionate Jewish educator and
spiritual guide who strives to
inspire people of ages and
backgrounds through Jewish
learning and engagement.
Dedicated to building a vibrant, sacred community at
Or Ami, Rabbi Zaches leads

uplifting, musical services for
Shabbat and holidays, provides creative educational programming for children and
adults, and collaborates with
lay leaders on new and ongoing social justice projects that
help repair the world. She
regularly counsels congregants, visits the sick, officiates
at life cycle events, and takes
an active role in Richmond’s
Jewish and interfaith communities.
She received her Master
of Arts in Hebrew Letters
and Rabbinic Ordination
from Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute for Religion
(Los Angeles). Prior to joining the Or Ami community,
she served congregations in
California and Washington.
The installation featured
Dr. Joshua Moss as guest
speaker. Moss was Rabbi
Zaches’ mentor during her
high school years at the
American Hebrew Academy

in Greensboro, N.C., the nation’s first (and only) pluralistic
Jewish boarding school.
“Congregation Or Ami
and its new rabbi are committed to a vibrant expression of
Judaism that embraces people
from all walks of life,” said
Moss during the installation.
Additional participants
included Linda Heuser, president of the congregation; current and past board members;
teachers from Or Ami’s Joy
Kramer Religious School; and
others. A capacity crowd was
in attendance.
Following the service, attendees enjoyed an elaborate
array of refreshments organized by Yad b’Yad, (“Hand
in Hand”), a group of Or
Amians who support the congregation in countless ways.
Rabbi Zaches lives in
Richmond with her partner,
Rachel Wolman, who shares
her passion for Jewish music
and education.

Synagogue happenings

Or Ami congregants and guests packed the Synagogue for the installation of Rabbi Ahuva Zaches
on Dec. 5.

January at Or Ami

C

ongregation Or Ami is the place to be
this month. Every member of the family
will find something of interest during January. RSVP to office@or-ami.com or call (804)
272-0017 if you’re planning to join us for
these fun and engaging events.
Join members and guests on New Year’s
Eve (Wednesday, Dec. 31; doors open at 7.30
p.m. and the music starts at 8 p.m.). Our
favorite “Three Divas” – Debra Clinton,
Sonni Gittleman, and Erin Mahone – will
delight all with beloved Broadway show tunes,
rock and folk classics, and standards from the
Great American Songbook. Tickets are $12 in
advance and $15 at the door; dessert, coffee
and wine will be available for an additional
suggested donation. All proceeds support Or
Ami’s general fund. Questions? Reservations?
Click www. New-Years@Or-Ami.com.
Catch Klezm’Or’Ami’m – the “house
band” of Or Ami – at the Jewish Food Festival, Sunday, Jan. 18 and Monday, Jan. 19
around the dinner hour at the Weinstein JCC.
Reel Theology
Reel Theology, Or Ami’s admission-free
series of thought-provoking films, presents
“Blessed is the Match: The Life and Death
of Hannah Senesh” on Saturday, Jan. 18
at 6 p.m. The 2008 film is the first documentary feature about Hannah Senesh, the

.
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World-War II era poet and diarist who became a paratrooper, resistance fighter and
modern-day Joan of Arc. A lively discussion,
led by Rabbi Ahuva Zaches, follows. More
information is available at www.Reel_Theology@or-ami.com.
Family Game night (Saturday., Jan. 24, 6 to
9 p.m.) brings members and friends together
for pizza, salad and desserts – and don’t forget
your favorite board games! $20/per family,
$5/individual; proceeds support Religious
School scholarships.
If you’d like to plan ahead, mark your
calendar for PJ Havdallah (Saturday., Feb. 28,
5-8 p.m.): Children (and parents) are invited
to wear pajamas and bring pillows, blankets,
sleeping bags, Teddy bears and other bedtime
toys. We’ll have a Havdallah service, enjoy
a potluck dinner, make hamantaschen, and
see a family-friendly movie (not necessarily in
that order!). It’s free, of course, and members
and friends are welcome to attend.
And of course, you’re welcome to join us
for Shabbat services (Fridays, 7.30 p.m.) and
Torah study (most Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.).
We would love to see you here.
For details on all activities, call (804) 2720017 or visit www.ora-mi.com. Or Ami is located at 9400 Huguenot Road, Richmond.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Winter learning at Beth-El Beth-El January events
Religious School
O
T

he winter months may be
cold, but at Temple BethEl Religious School the teachers
and staff knows how to keep the
students warm with learning
and fun.
In December, the school celebrated Hanukkah in style with
two events: a school Hanukkah
carnival on the Sunday before
the holiday in conjunction with
Temple Beth-El Men’s Club’s
latke party and annual blood Families enjoy a recent workshop at Temple Beth-El
drive; and a Hanukkah candle Religious School.
lighting and dinner event during the week generously spontikkun olam throughout their lives.
sored by the Sisterhood.
The Tot Shabbat and Minyan Mitsuyan
At the Sunday event, the students ate (Shabbat morning service for children, ages
latkes, played dreidel, and made their own 6-12) are back in full swing at Temple BethHanukkah bentchers while their parents El. In January, there will be a Tot Shabbat
gave blood at the annual blood drive and service on Jan. 10 and Minyan Mitsuyan
enjoyed a monthly learning session with will meet on Jan. 24. Both services start at
Rabbi Michael Knopf. Of course, every- 10 a.m. All are welcome to join.
one got to eat latkes.
On Jan. 31, Beth-El will have a Pajama
For Beth-El, December doesn’t just Havdallah service at a congregant’s home.
mean Hanukkah—December is the month If you are interested in joining in on this
the congregation hosts CARITAS men for fun activity for families with young chila week at the Grove Avenue location. The dren, contact Hazzan Marian Turk at
religious school students are an essential hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org.
part of this effort as they put together toiAre you looking for a caring, dynamic
letry kits for the CARITAS men and make environment for your child to receive a
lunches for them. This year each student meaningful Jewish education? We hope
wrote an inspirational note for one of the you will consider Temple Beth-El Religious
men, to be left on their pillow. We hope School.
being aware of social issues in the comFor details, or to take a tour of the
munity and being part of the Synagogue’s school, contact Hazzan Marian Turk at
efforts to help, will instill in the students a hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org or at (804)
social consciousness and eagerness to do 814-3582.

n Saturday, Jan. 10, Beth-El congregants
will enjoy the results of a Chili/Cholent
Cook-Off at the Kiddush following 10 a.m. Shabbat Services. Prep your entry on Thursday, Jan.
8 at the Grove Ave. Temple kitchen. Call Jayne
at (804) 355-3564 ext. 104 to reserve a spot in
the kitchen.
This month Temple Beth-El will be celebrating the Chinese New Year with a full spread of
Kosher Chinese food at a congregational dinner
on Friday, Jan. 23, immediately following 6 p.m.
Shabbat Services. The cost for members is $17
per person; nonmembers $20; children, ages

5-12 $6. children under 5 are free. RSVP to
the Temple Office at (804) 355-3564 by Jan. 15.
January will be wrapped up with a special
“Pajama Havdallah” on Saturday, Jan. 31, at the
home of Heather and Aaron Rosenberg. Kids
should come in their pjs (pajamas optional for
adults). There will be a family-friendly Havdallah
Service along with s’mores, stories, games, and a
movie for the kids. Food, drink, and fun for the
adults too! BYO beer, wine, and/or vegetarian
appetizer.
RSVP to Heather at harosenberg@gmail.com.

LEASING | DEVELOPMENT | MULTI-FAMILY | SALES | FINANCIAL SERVICES
Nathan Shor, Vice President
Regional Director

Whether you are in the market to buy, sell, lease
or develop commercial property, we are here to help.
Put our experience to work for you.

	
  
	
  
Invites	
  You	
  to	
  A	
  Game	
  Day	
  
M ahjongg, B ridge, Scrabble or G am e of your choice

Wednesday,	
  January	
  21,	
  2015	
  
	
  

Doors open at 10 AM -- Lunch served at 12 PM
Temple Beth-El Grove Avenue Social Hall
	
  
Open to the public
Pay at the door - $10 Sisterhood members; $15 non-members
Please RSVP to reserve your game table;
Call 804-355-3564 or tbesisterhood1@gmail.com by January 16, 2015
BRING YOUR OW N GAM E! GAM E GROUPS W ELCOM E!

www.JewishRichmond.org

James Gresock
Senior Vice President

Bob Butcher
Vice President

Reid Cardon
Brokerage Associate

Phillip Elliott
Brokerage Associate/Autioneer

Integrity. Experience. Success. Since 1906.
For more information, contact: Nathan Shor, Vice President, Regional Director
9211 Forest Hill Avenue | Suite 110 | Richmond, VA 23235 | 804.320.7600
nshor@slnusbaum.com | www.slnusbaum.com
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Boy Scouts inducted into
National Honor Society

(From left) Don Hill, Order of the Arrow Nawakwa Lodge Absegami Chapter Advisor, inducts
and Moshe Ackman and Charlie Alexander into the national honor society of the Boy Scouts at a
recent meeting.

O

n March 20, Don Hill, Order of the
Arrow Nawakwa Lodge Absegami
Chapter Advisor, made a special trip to Boy
Scout Troop 613’s Troop meeting to conduct elections for the Order of the Arrow.
The Order of the Arrow is the national honor society of the Boy Scouts of
America. It uses American Indian-styled
traditions and ceremonies to bestow recognition on scouts selected by their peers
as best exemplifying the ideals of Scouting.
On Sept. 6 and 7, Star Scout Charlie
Alexander, First Class Scout Moshe Ackman, Scoutmaster Russ Stein, and Assistant
Scoutmaster Drew Alexander caravanned
to T Brady Saunders Boy Scout Camp to
begin their induction process into the order.
Only First Class Scouts and above can
be invited (once voted in) to become a mem-

ber of the order. There are three levels:
Ordeal, Brotherhood and Vigil.
At the recent meeting, Charlie Alexander, Drew Alexander and Ackman were
inducted as Ordeal members. Scout Master
Stein, who became an Ordeal member in
1978 as a Scout, was inducted as a Brotherhood member.
Once a person is inducted into the
OA, they are expected to maintain their
involvement in Scouting and help others, and continue to live by the Boy Scout
Oath and Law. The order has more than
171,000 members in lodges affiliated with
more than 290 local BSA councils.
To take advantage of all that Scouting
offers, contact KBI, the Scouts’ Sponsor
Organization, at (804) 288- 7953 or KBI@
kbirichmond.com.

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
WINNER
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards
SINCE 2005

•
Unparalleled Service

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
PRIVATE ROOMS
www.bookbindersrichmond.com
Available for up to 70 Guests

.
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(From left) Several members of BoKo, the Bonay Kodesh Youth group are Parker Lazar, Jarrett
Nees, Adam Berlinerman and Kaitlin Beckman (across the laps) take some time out at one of
their volunteer projects.

Bonay Kodesh celebrates first
year in Chesterfield
By Heather Nees

W

ow. What a tremendous year
this has been for Bonay Kodesh.
We started on a snowy winter night last
January as a small group of about 20
people. Fast forward and we have hosted
a Passover Seder, a concert with Rick
Recht, joined Richmonders Involved to
Strengthen Our Communities, became
co-partners in three holy communities
that help the poor, established a recur(From left) Barb Haber, Adam Berlinerman, Kaitlin Beckring worship schedule, started a religious
man, Jarrett Nees and Heather Nees pose for a photo
school, Torah study...whew.
during a recent event.
We held our own High Holy Day
Services in Chesterfield County. Rosh
feast at the Richmond Convention Center, that
Hashana was celebrated with a small travel serves approximately 1,000 people annually.
Torah and we completed Yom Kippur with
We learned to bake our own challah and
our own Torah.
ended the year with the melodious voice of
We agreed to partner with a local food bank Susan Greenbaum in a winter celebration and
run by House of Prayer, to assist with their fundraiser, benefiting our Tikkun Olam projects
Thanksgiving program. When we learned that -- we are anxiously looking forward to our first
they did not have enough money to purchase the anniversary celebration on Jan. 23 with joyous
turkeys to include in each meal, Bonay Kodesh hearts and welcoming arms. Bonay Kodeshsprang into action.
builders of holiness-creating Kehillah K’doshah
We employed a social media campaign, call- and living our Jewish values from Chesterfield
ing upon all of our friends, business leaders and County and spreading out among the Greater
associates to raise the money to buy 88 turkeys Richmond community!
(feeding about 350 people), Hodu L’Adonai.
For more information on what the group
The donations came from all over the country is doing, email bonaykodesh@gmail.com or
as well as from our own community.
call (804) 381-7894. Community members
Our youth group, BoKo also worked with also can find events on its Face Book page
The Giving Heart to set up a Thanksgiving or posted on FaithinRichmond.com.
www.JewishRichmond.org

Hadassah happenings

dering direct. People can order other Mah
Jongg supplies as well. Make your check
payable to Hadassah and send it along
with your name, address and size of card
you want to Toby Rosenthal, 4412 Bromley
Lane, Richmond, VA 23221-1140; phone
(804)358-8654.
If ordering cards for others, include their
name, address and phone number and size
of card.
Lunch and Learn: Jan.14
ove over John Grisham. One of
the first detective –courtroom dramas is found in the Bible as an attachment
to the story of Daniel who is the detective.
Come at noon on Jan. 14 to the Weinstein JCC to Lunch and Learn to find
out how Daniel solves Susanna’s legal
problems and ensures that justice prevails.
Julie Beck-Berman will lead members and
guests on this mystery tour.
As always, bring a bag lunch or buy it
from the café. For details, contact Caroline Belgrad at (804) 798-7235 or Julie
Beck-Berman at julieffb@aol.com.

M

The 1st Hadassah Latkes Cook-Off was held Dec. 14 at the WeinsteinJCC where members and
friends competed for the title of Best Latke Maker in Richmond. It was open to all. Posing for a
photo after the competition are the Latkes Cook-Off chefs who competed for the title The winners are Beth Rochkind, People’s Choice and Best Savory Latkes; Sally Goldberg, Best Traditional
Latkes; Joan Lipstock and Elizabeth and Seth Lipstock, Best Sweet Latkes. After the Latkes
tasting, diner was served.

General Meeting: Jan. 4
ichmond Hadassah plans a General
Membership meeting Jan. 4. “The
Power of Women who DO” is the theme
of the Richmond Chapter of Hadassah installation brunch at the Richmond Country
Club, 12950 Patterson Ave. The program
will begin at 10:30 a.m.
Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn, member
of the Virginia House of Delegates, will
give the keynote address. A Life Member
of Hadassah, Filler-Corn has represented
the 41st District (Fairfax County) since 2010.
She has nearly 2 decades of experience
working across party lines in both the public
and private sectors and was not only the
first Jewish women elected to the House
of Delegates, but remains the only Jewish
woman serving in the House.
For more information, contact Paula
Carl at Paulafcarl@gmail.com.

R

Book Group: Jan. 11
he critically –acclaimed debut novel,
“The Golem & the Jinni,” by Harriet
Wicker is an absorbing and delightful combination of mystical folklore, mythology, and
historical fiction.
It will be the book for discussion at the
Richmond Hadassah book club Sunday, Jan.
11 at 1 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC.
There is plenty of madness in this clever
story but the magic of the golem and jinni
often makes more sense than the ways of the

T
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humans they encounter in early 20th century
New York’
The two creatures combine fire and earth,
substance and spirit. The golem’s name is
Chava. She is a creature made of clay and
brought to life by a Rabbi who dabbles in
dark Kabbalistic magic The Jinni, Ahmed,
is a creature made of fire as all jinni are. He
lives in the Syrian desert until he is captured
by a Syrian wizard who locks him into a copper flask from which he cannot escape.
Centuries later, in 1899 in New York City,
Ahmed is released by accident. The two creatures in human form meet by chance. They
try to fit in with the people around them
but still be true to whom they are, a golem
and a jinni.
The story is based on historical fact of
Syrian migration in the early 20th century
and Jewish folklore.
The meeting is open to the public to participate in the discussion. You need not have
read the book to participate.
For details, call Deborah Cohen at (804)
740-5838.

Advocacy Day : Feb. 4
ark your calendars for Feb. 4 for Advocacy Day—“Date with the State.”
Once again you will have an opportunity to let your legislative voice be heard
as members visit with key legislators to
present the case for bills they may be carrying or have importance to the Jewish
Community. Hadassah joins with partner, the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond on this event.
It also will be an opportunity to hear
what the General Assembly will be legislating in 2015.
Register by Friday, Jan. 30 and the cost

M

is $30, which includes lunch and coffee
in the morning.
For further information contact Beth
Rochkind at abejrock@aol.com.
Health Program: Feb. 15
o you have troubling aches and pain?
Have the twists and turns of last summer faded away? You’re not alone. As we
age most of us experience some form of
arthritis.
Richmond Hadassah will offer you an
opportunity to listen and ask questions
when Dr. Beth Rubinstein, Rheumatologist
at the VCU Health System and Hadassah
member, takes members and guests through
the twists and turns of arthritis at Hadassah’s annual Health Symposium.
Mark your calendar for Feb. 15 at 10
a.m. at the Weinstein JCC for a lite breakfast and social followed at 10:30 by Rubinstein’s presentation and question and
answer period. Admission is $10.
To RSVP, mail your check payable to
Hadassah to Evie Windmueller, 8708 Holly
Hill Road, Henrico, VA 23229 by Feb. 8.
If you need more information, contact
Phyllis Elenbogen at phyl123123@comcast.
net, (804) 741-9279 or Julie Goodman at
jsgoodwoman@aol.com, or (804) 741-6577.

D

Life Membership Offer
ational Hadassah has a new Life
Member offer. For $212 paid in six
monthly installments of $35.33 you can
become a valued Life Member.
If you are interested in this good deal,
contact Hadassah at www.hadassah.org.

N

Mah Jongg Card Orders

R

ichmond Hadassah is taking orders
for Mah Jongg cards for 2015. Mah
Jongg cards are $8 for standard size and
$9 for large. Orders must be in by Jan. 20.
Hadassah benefits from each card ordered. They don’t cost any more than orJanuary 2015 | Tevet/Shevat 5775 | the Reflector | 15

19th century silver Menorah from
Warsaw part of exhibits at BAMA
A
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Editor’s Note: Established in the 1970s, the Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives is the museum of Jewish history, art and culture
of Richmond. The museum is housed in a 20th century row house
adjacent to the sanctuary of Congregation Beth Ahabah. In future
issues of the Reflector, the staff at the museum will share information
about its invaluable collection of documents, portraits, photographs,
paintings and objects that provide a window to the lives, loves, contributions, defeats and triumphs of Jewish Richmonders since the days
of the American Revolution.

very special silver Menorah in the Beth Ahabah
Museum and Archives was made in Warsaw in
the 19th century.
It was given to the archives by Dollie Cohn Kulman in memory of her friend from childhood, Sylvan
B. Rothschild (1909-1985). It is a loving memorial
that reflects Mrs. Kulman’s memories of Mr. Rothschild lighting the Hanukah lights in her home when
they were children.
The footed Menorah is silver and features two
lions of Judah holding a 7-branched Menorah. A
crown on the top forms a triangle with the Shammes
(servant light) and the oil pitcher.
This object may be seen at the museum, 1109 W.
Franklin St., which is open from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
every day except Friday and Saturday.
The museum features a number of exhibitions
that focus on the art, culture and history of the Jewish
community of Richmond, the Commonwealth and
beyond. It maintains records for congregations Beth
Shalome and Beth Ahabah, many members of those

Community Happenings

congregations and many of Richmond’s major Jewish institutions, including the Weinstein JCC, Jewish Family Services and
the Beth Sholom Lifecare Community.
The newest exhibit,“The Other Side of the Curtain,” focusing on these community efforts to help resettle more than 800
Jews from the FSU into new lives in Richmond, opened Nov.
17 and will run through 2015. The exhibit includes original
documents, photographs and artifacts illustrate their personal
accounts of their lives behind the Iron Curtain, their experiences, impressions and expectations upon arriving in Richmond,
and their reflections after 25 years or more.
Other exhibitions on view in the museum galleries are
“That You’ll Remember Me: Jewish Voices of the Civil War,”
which explores the Richmond Jewish experience during the
Civil War; and on permanent exhibition, “Commonwealth
and Community: The Jewish Experience in Virginia”–an exploration of Jewish Virginia beginning with the 1585 arrival
of Joachim Gaunse, a metallurgist with Sir Walter Raleigh’s
expedition, to the present day.
Admission is free, although donations are welcomed.
For details, call (804) 353-2668 or visit bethahabah.org/bama.

New ‘SoulMates’ course for women reveals ancient wisdom for
modern relationships
Join Worldwide Women Study of SoulMates: Jewish Secrets to Meaningful Relationships
Rosh Chodesh - ‘Soulmates’
s an exciting launch, Rosh Chodesh Society presents
“Soulmates” – a fascinating monthly course drawing
on timeless Jewish wisdom that will forever change how you
think about the important relationship in life, in all its beauty
and complexity.
Romantics of all ages have waxed poetic on the notion of
“soulmates,” seeking to grasp what makes love and passion
so potent, what drives the inexplicable magnetism between
two people, and what makes true love last. Yet millennia of
Jewish text and tradition are rich with insights on this very
topic, from the mystical and spiritual to the no-nonsense
and practical.
“Today, the timeless teachings of our 3,000-year-old
tradition on love and marriage are more relevant than ever,”
said Chana Rivkah Friedman, Chabad of Virginia, facilitator
for the society. “This course will challenge us to think deeply
about ourselves and our relationships and give us practical
tools to enhance them. It will allow us to see marriage in a
whole new light and experience it with new meaning.”
The course will be taught once per month for seven consecutive months and is designed for women at all levels of
Jewish knowledge. Whether married, considering someday

A

.
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tying the knot, or simply seeking to better understand the
spiritual root of love and marriage, this course is for you.
Rosh Chodesh - A New Light
While wandering through the desert, on route to the
Promised Land, G-d shared the first of many ways of bonding
with Him; G-d shared the law of Rosh Chodesh, the marking
and celebration of the new lunar month. Its name, Rosh
Chodesh, also means renewal and refers to both the moon’s
rebirth and the spiritual rebirth of the Jewish people. Like the
moon, the Jewish nation also waxes and wanes. The moon’s
first appearance as a tiny sliver is a powerful reminder that
every diminution creates the possibility of beginning anew
in an upwards spiral through time and achievement, soul
and destiny.
Rosh Chodesh - A Celebration of the Jewish Woman
For the Jewish woman, Rosh Chodesh is even more
meaningful. It’s a celebration of the Jewish woman herself;
her identity is intertwined with the miracle of rebirth, both
physical and spiritual, for her family and her nation. It is her
monthly moment of reflection and empowerment. Given to
the Jewish woman as a gift in recognition for her refusal to
participate in the sin of the Golden Calf, the day is a testament to her steadfast faith while the males had succumbed
to darkness, a reminder of her role as nurturer of the Jewish
essence and future.

(From left) Elaine Ragone and Amy Scharf discuss “SoulMates.”

Rosh Chodesh - A Society
The society is an exciting international network, an affiliate
of the Rohr’s Jewish Learning Institute, being brought for
the first time to Richmond. Running in over 200 locations
across the globe, RCS seeks to give every Jewish woman the
gift of a meaningful connection to her birthright, an awareness of who she is and what she stands for, and the tools with
which to access her unique talents, abilities, and inner spirit.
Friedman will be teaching “SoulMates “at 212 N. Gaskins Road. Lesson 3 is set for Jan. 25. Anyone interested is
welcome to call (804) 740.2000 ext. 8 for more information.
www.JewishRichmond.org

SPONSORED

The wine steward at Whole Foods proudly poses with a bottle of Kosher wine at a recent event.

Hanukkah tasting at
Whole Foods
O

n Sunday, Dec. 14, Whole
Foods Short Pump hosted
a Hanukkah Tasting featuring its
Hanukkah menu items.
More than 35 community members enjoyed sampling traditional
latkes, sweet potato latkes and other
side dishes.
The following night Whole
Foods highlighted kosher wines as
part of its Monday wine series that
attracts over 30 participants each
week. Reservations are required for
these wine tasting events.
During the wine tasting participants learned about the complexities and variety of today’s kosher
wines that are much different than
they were 20 years ago. Participants
tasted Italian and Israeli wines of
many varieties.
For more information, call
(804) 364-4050 or visit www.
wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/shortpump.
www.JewishRichmond.org
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Carpenter Theatre at Richmond CenterStage
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 7:00 P . M .
A C O N C E R T C O M M M E M O R AT I N G T H E

7O T H

ANNIVERSARY

of the L I B E R AT I O N of A U S C H W I T Z and in O B S E R VA N C E
of I N T E R N AT I O N A L H O L O C A U S T R E M E M B R A N C E D AY .

A PA R T N E R S H I P A M O N G T H E V I R G I N I A H O L O C A U S T M U S E U M ,
THE CAROLE AND MARCUS WEINSTEN JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER AND THE RICHMOND SYMPHONY.
ADULT TICKETS START AT

$10.

$20,

STUDENT TICKETS START AT

G R O U P R AT E S A R E AVA I L A B L E .

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT
WWW.RICHMONDSYMPHONY.COM OR
CALL

804.788.1212

1.800.514.ETIX.

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Two people taste latkes and other sides dishes at recent event at Whole Foods.
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SLI program engaging
community leaders
T

he Jewish Community Federation of Richmond’s Senior Leadership Institute met
recently at the home of Nannette and Nathan Shor, the
chairs of the program.
The community members
taking part were nominated by
an agency or Synagogue and
will meet for an eight-month
program. The goal of SLI is to
engage community leaders in
the next steps for future senior
leadership in the community.
The sessions include Leadership, Global Responsibility, Jewish Richmond, Board Skills and
many others.
The SLI participants are: SLI participants take part in a recent program at the
Mark Binshtok, Melanie Bin- home of Nannette and Nathan Shor.
shtok, Audrey Chumbris, Michal Coffey, Bari Cohen, Leslie
Nelson, Andrew Pegalis, Heather RosenCohen, Gary Goldberg, Howard Goldfine, berg and Sandra Sisisky.
Jill Goldfine, Frances Goldman, Robin
The SLI continues through May.
Jackson, Russ Jennings, John Minor, Adam

Gil Marks, Jewish culinary author,
former Richmonder, dies in Israel

G

il Marks, 62, an award-winning cookbook author who won renown with
his five pioneering books on Jewish culinary
arts, including the “Encyclopedia of Jewish
Food,” and who was reared in Richmond,
died in early December after a three-year
battle with cancer.
Marks, an avid food historian and
a walking encyclopedia of Jewish food,
was a featured author and lecturer at the
Weinstein JCC’s Book Festival in 2010
where he also conducted a food cooking
demonstration.
His work on the encyclopedia won
him a listing as one of America’s 50 most
influential Jews by “The Forward.” “To
know a community is to know its food,”
Marks wrote in the book’s introduction and
included a “Timeline of Jewish History”
from 1230 BCE to 2010 CE.
He was the son of Beverly Marks,
formerly of Richmond and now of Alon
Shvut, Israel, and the late Harold Marks.
He also is survived his aunt and uncle,
Marsha and Norman Marks of Richmond.
Marks attended Thomas Jefferson High
School and his family were members of

.

Congregation
Kol Emes.
After moving to New
York, he combined his love
of Jewish cui- Gil Marks
sine and his
love of writing,
becoming the founding editor of “Kosher
Gourmet” magazine, published from 1986
to 1992. An ordained Rabbi, he published
his first book, “The World of Jewish Cooking,” in 1996, which included more than
500 kosher recipes and explored how other
countries’ cuisines were fused into Jewish
culinary traditions.
The encyclopedia published in 2010,
was nominated for a James Beard award.
The book was included in several bestof-the-year cookbook lists, including the
“Washington Post,” “Saveur Magazine,”
and other publications.
He was a noted lecturer on Jewish cuisine, frequently sharing his insights at venues that included New York’s 92nd Street
Y Kosher Cooking School.
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Group members pose for a photo after the Spirited Art Fundraiser where everyone painted a
“Friendship” painting that they proudly hold.

Dr. Harry, Gewanter, FCVA board member, and
his son, Neil.

Hilary and Emory Bender speak about Emory’s
disability - Juvenile Diabetes.

Friendship Circle is growing
A
s Friendship Circle begins its second
year of programming, the group is
still growing by leaps and bounds. With
more than 40 children with disabilities
and over 75 friends, FCVA is becoming a
well-known name throughout Richmond
and the focus this year is on inclusion.
FCVA now has an inclusive Junior
Board that is learning about disabilities
and non-profits, as well as organizing their
own teen-led projects for the year.
In addition, this past month Friendship
Circle hosted The Community Disability Awareness Event where parents and
professionals came to speak to the entire
community to discuss out in the open, what
are disabilities, how do we interact with
someone who has a disability and what it
means to be truly inclusive as a community.
Armed with handouts on disability topics from the event, people left inspired,
motivated, and changed. One father said
“tonight opened the possibility of conversation between me and my son about his
disabilities and what that means to him
and our family.”
At the community Lag B’Omer event
in Deep Run Park this past year, one of
the parents said: “In all the years that this
event has taken place in our community,

this is the first time we were able to attend
as a family because my daughter’s Friendship Circle buddies were there and were
waiting to play with her.
They have had so many programs in
2014, including a Jumpology event, a Spirited Art Fundraiser, and they were chosen
as the recipient of a generous donation
from The Pediatric Connection’s Make a
Difference Day.
The most exciting thing is still to come
and in January, more than 20 RVA runners who have chosen to raise money will
join Team Friendship in Miami for an
all-expense paid weekend trip to run the
Miami Marathon and raise awareness for
people with disabilities.
Please support the local runners at
www.TeamFriendship.org and we want to especially thank our first corporate sponsors
– GreeneHurlocker, Global Processing
Group, and Pita Grill who are helping to
make Richmond an even more amazing
and inclusive city.
Corporate Sponsorships are still
available. Please contact Sarah KranzCiment at (804) 363-5798 or Sarah@
friendshipcircleva.org for more information.

www.JewishRichmond.org

VHM plans a review of Auschwitz
exhibit on January 25
J

oin the Virginia Holocaust Museum on Jan.
25 for a lecture and special preview of its upcoming Auschwitz exhibit.
The event will begin
at 2 p.m. with an introduction by Executive
Director Dr. Charles
Sydnor, examining the
legal cases against camp
guards. Following the A photograph of Auschwitz taken by Dr. Charles Sydnor, executive
lecture by Sydnor, Tim director of the Virginia Holocaust Museum. An exhibit on Auschwitz
Hensley, the director of +,!*/ƫ0ƫ0$!ƫ)1/!1)ƫ%*ƫ,.%(ƫĂĀāĆċƫƫ
Collections, will give auwell as a behind the scenes look into the process
diences a sneak peek of
the upcoming exhibit on Auschwitz, which is of how an exhibit is built from the ground up.
The experiences of the Auschwitz Survivors
expected to open in April 2015.
who
settled in Virginia, some of whom are livThis look into the creation of the exhibit will
ing,
will
be a prominent feature of the exhibit.
feature video clips of local Survivors sharing
Their
vivid
first-person stories – accompanied
their stories about their time at Auschwitz, as
by videos, photographs, documents, other artifacts, and music – taken together will provide
the visitor with an enduring record of what life
and death were like for the inmates trapped
in the largest, and most terrible of the Nazi
concentration camps.
The exhibit will embrace these themes in its
depiction of the three main Auschwitz camps
and will also profile the major SS officers and
officials who were the perpetrators most responsible for horrible litany of Nazi crimes recorded
at Auschwitz.
The lecture is free and open to the public.
Lighted, off-street parking is available in the
parking lot across from the museum. Look for the
opening of the Auschwitz exhibit in April 2015.
Find out more at www.vaholocaust.org.
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f you were a ‘teen’ at any time in the
1970’s and participated in any way in
Virginia Council BBYO, we want you!
This translates to high school graduation years of 1968 through 1984. If you
were in B’nai B’rith Youth Organization
during the 1970s in Virginia Council,
this reunion is for you. April 18-19, 2015
at the Weinstein JCC.
There will be a BBYO reunion for
anyone who was a member at any time
from 1968 through 1984. Whether you
were a MIT/AIT starting your BBYO
career or a graduating senior, this gathering is not to be missed. Virginia Council in the 1970s included the following
chapters: Cohen, Tikvah, Tip Levin,
Ruach, Kruger, Simcha, Deborah,
Chutzpah, Commonwealth, Dr. Israel
Brown (DIB), Blackman, Old Dominion
(OD), Korel, Monarch, Fine, Katan,

Machar and Hamovit.
For more details visit our facebook group
site called: VA Council BBYO 70’s Reunion.
There you will find pictures, friends and
more detailed information. Click on the
event and identify yourself so we can stay
in touch with you.
Official registration is scheduled to begin in January 2015. The coordinators are
Albert Negrin (albertnegrin@verizon.net) and
Sam Revenson (ssrevenson@gmail.com). Direct
link to the event on Facebook is:
https://www.facebook.com/
events/303468273111096.
The last reunion was held in 2010 with 200+
people attending from all over the USA.
A good time was had by all. This one will
be bigger and better. The location is the
Weinstein JCC in Richmond. The same JCC
at the same location that Virginia Council
Runoffs convention was held.

A need for gloves, mittens,
hats, scarves for children
C
old weather is here and the children of
Swansboro Elementary School need

help.
The Richmond Jewish Coalition for Literacy mentors at Swansboro Elementary
School in Richmond and a group of other
mentors help with reading and schoolwork,
and give guidance and support to at-risk
youngsters. And now the children need
warm outerwear for the winter.

In partnership with Reveille Methodist
Church who will be collecting coats, RJCL
will be collecting gloves, mittens, hats and
scarves for students who don’t have them.
RJCL prefers new, but gently used will be
okay too.
Bring your donation to the box in Weinstein JCC lobby. For details, contact Katy
Yoffy at (804)965-0502 or kyoffy@gmail.com.

Food Festival
Continued from page 1

local and Israeli products.
Just like last year, there will be presentations on various topics by speakers from
some of the many Jewish organizations in
Richmond. We encourage you to check the
schedule in advance, then plan a day of
food, music, and education.
To help the general community, the
Virginia Blood Services bloodmobile will
be back at the WJCC this year, on Sunday
from 12:30 to 4:30. Give blood and get a
$5 food voucher!
The festival’s raffle, which was so popular
last year, is back this year with even more
www.JewishRichmond.org

items, including a 60” hi-def flat-screen
TV! Tickets will once again be available at
a very reasonable price.
And remember that admission, entertainment, and presentations are absolutely free!
For details, visit the festival website, www.
RichmondJewishFoodFestival.com, often, as it is
updated regularly with the latest information. We want you to enjoy Jewish food as
much as we do.
The 2015 Richmond Jewish Food Festival
is proudly sponsored by Weinstein Properties, The Weinstein JCC, Let’s Give RVA
and AJ Tickets.
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Let Your Voice Be Heard on Jewish Advocacy Day
Date With The State on February 4

Gov. Terry McAuliffe shakes hands
with Richard Samet, who was JCRC
chair at last year’s Advocacy Day.

J

ewish Advocacy Day – Date With
The State – is Wednesday, Feb. 4.
Activities will begin at 8:30 a.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 815 E.
Grace Street.
During the day, Gov. Terry R.
McAuliffe, Lt. Gov. Ralph S. Northam
and the Attorney General Mark
Herring have been invited to address
participants. In addition, high-level
cabinet members are expected to
participate. Plan to meet with your
State Senators and local Delegates.
After the morning session,
participants will visit on Capitol Hill
until 11:45 a.m., when they will return
to the church for lunch, additional
speakers and the concluding session.
Registration is $30 and must be
received by Friday, Jan. 30. This

includes lunch and coffee at the morning
session. Dietary laws will be observed.
Online registration is available at www.
jewishrichmond.org.
Frances Goldman, Jewish Community
Relations Committee chair, shared some
thoughts, “Participation in Advocacy Day
is a great opportunity to not only observe
the legislative process in action, but to
possibly have a palpable impact on the
outcome as well.”
This event is sponsored by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond
and the Richmond Chapter of Hadassah.
In addition, a number of people from
the Federations in Northern Virginia,
Hampton Roads, Newport News,
Charlottesville, and Tidewater also will be
taking part in the event.
Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day is a
statewide unified effort by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond,
Southern Seaboard Region of Hadassah,
the Jewish Community Relations Council
of Greater Washington, The United
Jewish Community of the Virginia
Peninsula, and the United Jewish
Federation of Tidewater
To participate in Jewish Advocacy
Day, contact Diane Munsey at (804) 5458654 or email dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org.

Save the Date!
The Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
and
Richmond Chapter of Hadassah

Jewish Advocacy Day – Date with the State
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
815 E. Grace Street
Wednesday, February 4, 2015
8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Jewish Advocacy Day is your annual opportunity to meet with state
legislators to discuss issues that are of importance
to the Jewish community.
Online registration is available at: www.jewishrichmond.org
For more information contact Diane Munsey
at (804) 545-8654 or dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org
Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day is a statewide unified effort by the Jewish Community Federation
of Richmond, Southern Seaboard Region of Hadassah, the Jewish Community Relations Council
of Greater Washington, The United Jewish Community of the Virginia Peninsula, and the United
Jewish Federation of Tidewater.

Super Sunday
Continued from page 1

Irv Scherr makes a call.

leader and volunteer since 1948,
said, “I have served on many
boards over the years but have
focused on the Federation for the
past 10 years or so. The Federation
has always helped people in need
and those less fortunate. This is so
important and I’m happy to make

.

Alissa Aronovici talks to a community member.

Richard Thalhimer thanks a community member for a gift.

the calls and give my time to help
Jews here and around the world.
This day is about one Jew to help a
third Jew they often do not know.”
Rudlin Torah Academy won
the Spirit Award grant of $1,000
for the fifth year in a row. The
award given by the Federation
goes to the local agency that has
the highest percentage of its board
and staff working as volunteers on

Super Sunday. To be eligible, the
agency must have 100 percent of
its board making a pledge to the
2015 Annual Campaign.
Kevin Fine, a third-generation
campaign volunteer and grandson
of Jack and Bea Fine, chaired
Super Sunday.
It’s not too late to support
the 2015 Annual Campaign.
Federation ensures the Jewish
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Amit Cahana confirms a gift and an
address for a community member.

future, connecting people to Jewish
identity. Remember us when you
make year-end gifts.
Donations mailed by Dec.
31, 2014, are eligible for a tax
deduction this calendar year. For
this reason, we strongly encourage
you to make your year-end gift right
now. Of course, there is another
reason to mail your gift as soon as
you are able. That is the growing

Gary Goldberg helps raise funds on
Super Sunday.

need for our services.
Thank you, as always, for your
commitment to our work, and for
your caring heart.
To make a pledge or a
payment contact, Matt Langsam
at mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org or
call (804) 545-8652; also visit www.
jewishrichmond.org.

www.JewishRichmond.org

