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3 Educators learn from
Israeli teachers, children

FEDERATION

Three Richmond educators learn more about
raising curiosity in young Jewish minds in
Israel.
hree Richmond religious school
educators – Rachel Beck-Berman, Yael Fletcher and Nancy Nelson,
and the Federation’s Sara Rosenbaum
joined a delegation of 22 educators
from Hadera, Israel; Chattanooga,
,OPYWJMMFBOE/BTIWJMMF 5FOO$IBSlotte, N.C., and Jacksonville, Fla.; on
an 11-day Educators Mission to Israel
Dec. 22-30.
The group is part of the Partnership2Gether program. Richmond
and the other U.S. cities make up the
Southeast Region Partnership Program with the Hadera-Eiron Region,
which is about 25 miles north of Tel
Aviv.
The Richmond participants received funding from the Richmond
Council for Jewish Education as well
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as their respective schools.
During the mission they participated in twinning with schools in HaderaEiron and brought back many projects
to offer their Richmond students and
the Richmond Jewish community at
large.
They also visited many sites in Israel. Thirteen Richmond educators
took part in a similar mission in late
2012.
The following article includes reflections from the Richmonders and
Israeli staff.
Rachel Beck-Berman
I grew up in Petersburg, and I am
a member of Congregation Brith
Achim. After attending the American
Hebrew Academy in Greensboro, N. C., I
returned to Richmond to attend VCU,
and I taught for two years at BethEl Religious School during that time.
This is my second year teaching at
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Congregation Beth Ahabah and I
teach Ivrit Shtayim, which is fourth
grade Hebrew.
*FYQFDUFEUIFUFBDIFSTEFMFHBtion to be solely an opportunity
for me to share what I do here in
Richmond and to learn from Israeli
teachers, but it was so much more
than that. A theme that we discussed a lot was Jewish identity. Are
we a nation, a religion, a people,
or all three? I have benefited from

many years of Jewish education,
but somehow still found myself
thinking carefully about my answer.
I imagine the answer changes for
each of us over the course of our
lives. (Mine certainly has!)
*XBTTVSQSJTFEUIBUNZFYperience of living with an Israeli
teacher taught me so much about
myself. I was able to see my own
culture in her eyes through the way
Educators More on page 14

Community-wide Purim Carnival set for
March 1 at Weinstein JCC

SUMMER CAMPS

FEDERATION

Jewish educators including Nancy Nelson from Richmond join Israeli students
to show their enthusiasm for Jewish Peoplehood program at Mevoot-Eiron
High School. The students and educators hold the hands they created
depicting their ideas of Jewish identity and peoplehood.
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Hilary Bender and her daughter, Izabella, at last year’s Purim Carnival.

et the fun begin! Celebrate the
festive holiday of Purim at the
community-wide Purim Carnival on
Sunday, March 1, from noon - 3 p.m
at the Weinstein JCC.
The Purim Carnival, sponsored
by the Richmond Council for Jewish
Education, and funded by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond,
is a true collaboration of the many
Jewish organizations within the Richmond community.
Volunteers from various Jewish
organizations will be on hand to help
make this Purim Carnival fun and
festive for everyone. Along with all
of the joyous and light-hearted activities of the day, there will also be
an opportunity to think about others
less fortunate through participation

in a community tikkun olam project.
Purim Carnival Highlights:
t'VOHBNFTBOEQSJ[FT
t,JEGSJFOEMZDBSOJWBMGPPE
t'BDFQBJOUJOH CBMMPPOBOJNBMT
and inflatables
t"SUTBOEDSBGUTJODMVEJOHNBTL
and crown-making stations
t .VTJD CZ 3JDINPOEBSFB
,MF[NFSCBOETBOEDIPSBMHSPVQT
All are welcome and don’t hesitage to dress up with your favorite
individual costume.
It is planned and run by representatives from the Weinstein JCC, area
Synagogues and the RCJE committee.
For more information, including
volunteer opportunities, contact Leslie McGuigan at (804) 545-8659 or
lmcguigan@weinsteinjcc.org.
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Visit www.jewishrichmond.org for a complete calendar of Jewish community events.

Network JCFR set for February
Network JCFR plans the following programs in February

The Birthright participants pose for a group photo during a snowstorm at the Machne Yehuda
Market in Jerusalem.

Birthright participants have
life-changing experience
N
etwork JCFR sent another group of young
professionals to Israel with Young Judaea
Taglit-Birthright Israel. Virginia locals along
XJUITFWFSBMGSJFOETo%ZMBO,PXBM $BTTJF
,OJHIU 5SFWPS-FXJT %BWJE3FJLFSBOE&SJL
Wolfsohn – joined other 22-26 year-olds on a
10-day adventure that even included a snow
storm. From Jan. 1-11, 40 Americans traveled
together and saw well-known sites, and many
stops “off the beaten path.” JCFR’s Director
of Young Leadership Melanie Phillips staffed
the trip, which was her second Young Judaea
Birthright trip.
The following are some reflections on their
FYQFSJFODFGSPNTFWFSBMQBSUJDJQBOUTBOE1IJMMJQT
Cassie Knight
Birthright was everything I hadn’t even
CFHVOUPDPOTJEFSBOUJDJQBUJOH BOFYIBVTUJOH
whirlwind of snow in the Negev, lengthy lectures,
impassioned group discussions, nauseating bus
rides, and the company of forty capable individuals of assorted talents, whose friendships I
foresee lasting a lifetime. A fair majority of our
sightseeing revealed dense fog; what was beyond
arm’s reach was often left up to imagination. My
photographic documentation consists of little
more than Israel’s distinct details and candid
portraits, the shivering, fatigued and eager faces
of my new, favorite humans. With the big picture
going unseen, introspection and perspective
FODPVSBHFEFYJTUFOUJBMHSPXUIBOETPDJBMCPOEing. Lectures commonly prompted a dialog of

.

Happy Hour, Wednesday, Feb. 11, 6
p.m. Rock Bottom Brewery, 11800 West Broad
Street (Shortpump Mall). Join Network JCFR
as we check out yet another new brewery.
As always, appetizers and networking on us,
drinks on you. We hope to see you all there.
Shabbat Dinner, Friday Feb. 27 (tentative), 6 p.m. Rosann Bocciarelli and Jim
Weinberg will host Network JCFR participants for a lovely home hosted Shabbat din-

ner. Date tentative., RSVP on Facebook for
official date and address.
Looking ahead to March
Shabbat Dinner, at the home of Lisa
BOE4FUI,BQMBO%BUF5#"
For details and to RSVP, call Melanie
Phillips, Federation Young Leadership director, at (804) 545-8623 or email mphillips@
jewishrichmond.org.
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THE

How good & pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.
The Reflector is published monthly by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.
Copy must be received two and a half weeks
prior to the date of publication. The Reflector
reserves the right to edit or refuse any copy or
BEWFSUJTFNFOU TVCNJUUFE 7JFXT FYQSFTTFE
by guest writers and reader’s letters do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

Cassie Knight tries various olive oil samples at
Olea Esscence in Katzrin, Israel.

touchy topics that resulted in refreshingly sincere
and stimulating discussion, regarding the Jewish
identity and State of Israel.
The energy between the mass of savvy shoppers and the shuk’s legion of fresh fish, spices,
baked goods, and other market vendors was
unequivocally invigorating, a welcome refuge
from the country’s unusually freezing temps. It’s
the same energy that empowers Israel to realize
its role as international innovators. I’m sure the
dazzling Dead Sea, colorfully painted craters,
and lush landscapes await me on future visits or
residency. Until then, I’ll sustain this reawakened
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Ashlyn Katz (Irving, Calif.) gives Dylan Kowal an
olive oil facial at Olea Essence in Katzrin, Israel.

spirit with my new Jewish community.
Knight, 26, grew up in Virginia Beach and graduated
from the Art Institute of Tampa with a BFA in Interior
Design/Architecture in 2009. She also pursued a Master’s
of Architecture from University of South Florida, before
finishing, she migrated to physics, which is still in progress
online. She moved to Richmond in 2012 and maintains
two local businesses, photography (Cassie Knight Photo)
and personal and small business branding (Flaunt Creative,
LLC). She also is a part-time volunteer as the Down Syndrome Associate of Greater Richmond’s graphic designer.

Call for information about advertising in The
Reflector at 545-8655. Acceptance of advertising does not endorse or guarantee kashruth.
Richard Samet, President
Samuel H. Asher, Chief Executive Officer
Matt Langsam, Assistant Executive Director
Raymond (Skip) Kozakewicz, Editor
Sara Rosenbaum, Director of Operations
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Lone Wolves or
an International
Terrorism Network?
By Samuel Asher
Chief Executive Officer, JCFR

O

n Friday July 28, 2006, a man entered
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Seattle and opened fire. He killed one
member of the staff and injured 5 others.
The SCN network – a Jewish Federations
of North America sponsored email alert
system – told us it was the work of a lone
individual reacting to the ongoing conflict
in the Middle East. Just a lone wolf – only
a crackpot.
The world has changed. I can’t count
the number of times we have seen bombings (Al-Qaeda), beheadings (ISIS), and
children rounded up for massacre (Boko
Haram). We also have witnessed the civil
war in Syria (the death count is now over
200,000 and there are millions of refugees).
As we entered 2015, the onslaught of
terrorism and anti-Semitism continued.
Following the tragic attack on the Charlie
Hebdo magazine, a terrorist took hostages at
a kosher supermarket in Paris and killed
four people,
According to the Times Of Israel, “The
bodies of the four French Jews killed in a
jihadist attack on a kosher supermarket in
Paris – Yoav Hattab, Philippe Braham,
Yohan Cohen and Francois-Michel Saada
– were laid to rest in Jerusalem at a ceremony marked by grief, resilience and
outrage at the dangers posed by Islamic
FYUSFNJTN5IFDFSFNPOZBUUIF(JWBU
Shaul cemetery was attended by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President
Reuven Rivlin and other Israeli ministers
and officials.”
JFNA has opened the France Emergency Fund as a vehicle for communities and
individuals who are motivated to provide
philanthropic support. Funds will be used
to address security needs of the French
Jewish community, as well as to provide
humanitarian assistance to the victims of
the terror attacks. If you wish to donate,
go to www.jewishrichmond.org.
We are taking steps to reinforce our
own security efforts here in Richmond
as a result of the world-wide attacks. An
inter-agency meeting on security was held
this past week. Shortly, recommendations
www.JewishRichmond.org

will be made to beef up our efforts and
I am confident the Federation will act
to meet these challenges.
Following the Charlie Hebdo magazine
attacks, a rally of 3.7 million people
marched in Paris against world violence and in memory of those who
were slain. Included in the list of world
leaders who joined French President
Francois Hollande were British Prime
Minister David Cameron, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Spanish
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and others.
During a speech at the Great
Synagogue in Paris, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said, “Today, I
marched through the streets of Paris,
in one line with leaders from around
the world, in order to say that terror must end. It is time that we fight
against terror together.”
The prime minister continued,
“We must recognize that there is a
global network of radical Islam at
work – a network of hatred, fanaticism
and murder. I believe that this threat
will only grow larger when thousands
of terrorists come to Europe from the
killing fields of the Middle East. The
danger will grow much greater and
will become a serious threat to humanity at large if radical Islam gains
control over nuclear weapons, and
therefore we must use all means to
prevent Iran from acquiring an atomic
weapon. We must support each other
in this fateful struggle against radical
Islamic fanatics wherever they are.”
We had better heed the words of
the Prime Minister of Israel. We are
facing much more than a lone wolf.
As always, call me at (804) 5458622 or email sasher@jewishrichmond.
org.
Samuel H. Asher is the CEO of the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond. You
may reach him at sasher@jewishrichmond.
org or by calling (804) 545-8622.

Register for Jewish Advocacy
Day, Feb. 4
T
here is still time to register and come to
Jewish Advocacy Day – Date With The
State – which is Wednesday, Feb. 4. Activities
will begin at 8:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 815 E. Grace Street.
To participate in Jewish Advocacy Day,
contact Diane Munsey at (804) 545-8654
or email dmunsey@jewishrichmond.org or Matt
Langsam at (804) 545-8652. Registration is
$30. This includes lunch and coffee at the
morning session. Dietary laws will be observed.
Gov. Terry R. McAuliffe, Lt. Gov. Ralph
S. Northam and the Attorney General
Mark Herring have been invited to address
participants. In addition, high-level cabinet
NFNCFST BSF FYQFDUFE UP QBSUJDJQBUF 1MBO UP
meet with State Senators and local Delegates.
After the morning session, participants will visit
on Capitol Hill until 11:30 a.m., when they
will return to the church for lunch, additional
speakers and the concluding session.

Frances Goldman, Jewish Community
Relations Committee chair, shared some
thoughts, “Participation in Advocacy Day is
a great opportunity to not only observe the
legislative process in action, but to possibly have
a palpable impact on the outcome as well.”
This event is sponsored by the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond and the
Richmond Chapter of Hadassah. In addition,
a number of people from the Federations in
Northern Virginia, Hampton Roads, Newport
News, Charlottesville, and Tidewater also will
be taking part in the event.
Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day is a statewide
unified effort by the Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond, Southern Seaboard
Region of Hadassah, the Jewish Community
Relations Council of Greater Washington,
The United Jewish Community of the Virginia
Peninsula, and the United Jewish Federation
of Tidewater.

5403 Monument Avenue
Richmond, VA 23226

Photo courtesy of Michele Asher

Thinking
about
selling
your
house?
Want to
know
what it’s
worth?
Call or
email me
for a free
market
analysis!

Stevie.Watson@LongandFoster.com
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David Goldberg (Camarillo, Calif.) Dylan Kowal and David Reiker (also part of the Richmond group from Irvine, Calif.) enjoy the beautiful view in Caesarea.

Birthright
Continued from page 2

Trevor Lewis
At a glance, our Birthright
trip might look like a disaster. Fog and dust kept us
from seeing the views from
Mount Bental in the Golan Heights and over the
Makhtesh in the Negev;
rain and snow also kept
us from bike rides, riding
camels, swimming in the
dead sea, hiking the Negev,
visiting Yad Vashem and
other activities. But despite
all this, we had an incredible trip! One of the greatest
pieces of the trip was the
participants themselves. The

group was so positive, goodspirited, introspective, and
open and willing to share
- it made the trip a truly
VOJRVFBOEWBMVBCMFFYQFrience. Not to mention all of
the pieces of Israel that we
%*%HFUUPFYQFSJFODFUIF
beautiful views over Haifa,
UIFDIBODFUPFYQMPSF+BďB 
and an incredible visit to
Jerusalem and the Western
Wall. And even the snow
wasn’t all bad! A spontaneous dance party in the
market in Jerusalem while
huge snow flakes fell around
us was definitely a once-in-

BMJGFUJNFFYQFSJFODF5IJT
was a trip I’ll never forget.
Lewis, 26, lives in Washington,
D.C., and grew up just outside of
the city in Chevy Chase, Md. He
works in International Development and is currently transitioning
between jobs, moving from D.C.
to Nairobi, Kenya.
Melanie Philips
I’ve been to Israel plenty
of times, even lived there
for a period of time, but
this trip was unlike any trip
before. How many people
can say they saw flurries in
the Negev Desert? Or got

Tradition

HONORED PROVIDER

WOODY FUNERAL HOME
SERVING RICHMOND SINCE 1905
Parham Chapel
1771 Parham Rd
804-288-3013

Huguenot Chapel
1020 Huguenot Rd
804-794-1000

.

Atlee Chapel
9271 Shady Grove Rd
804-730-0035
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Woody Advanced
Planning
804-288-3013

(From left) Erik Wolfsohn, David Reiker, Cassie Knight, Trevor Lewis and Dylan Kowal at Sde Boker, a
Kibbutz in the Negev where David Ben Gurion lived. They are near his burial site.

stuck in a snow storm while shopping in Machne Yehuda Market in
Jerusalem? The answer – not many.
About half-way through the
trip, we found out we wouldn’t be
able to ride camels, hike Masada
or float in the Dead Sea due to the
unusual weather and flooding. So
my co-staff, my tour guide, and I
decided to throw the schedule to the
XJOEBOEUIJOLPG OFXBOEFYDJUJOH
things for the group to do. The rest
of our trip was unusual, but due to
UIFTUBďTFYDJUFNFOU BOEUIFFBTZ
going demeanor of the group, the
trip turned out to be even more
amazing than anticipated.
I’m intrigued to see where the
participants Israel journey continues on to, because as many of us
know, the trip may be 10 days, but
the journey will last a lifetime.
The JCFR provides annual funds to
support Taglit-Birthright Israel, which
provides a first-time peer group experience In the snowstorm at Mahane Yehuda Shuk in Jerusalem are
Erik Wolfsohn and Cassie Knight. $+0+ƫ+1.0!/5ƫ+"ƫ//%!ƫ *%#$0ċƫƫ
in Israel.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Thank you Friends of
Reflector
The Reflector staff and Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond thank the following for their donations to the Friends of

Gloria Adams
Louis & Ellen Renee Adams
Tommy & Betty Baer
Frances Broeder
Frances Buckner
Dale Call
Frona & Alan Colker
Debra Craghead
Arthur & Susan Davis
Sharon Garrett
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence
Gelber
Gail & Sam Genderson
Peter Greenberg
Edith Gross
Shirley Grossman
Carol Haykin
Minnie Held
Edith Himelbloom
EdytheHoffman
Ellen Hollands
Inge & Harold Horowitz
Cecil Jacobs

Reflector late 2014 request. As always, we
thank the community for supporting the
Reflector.

Pat & Marty Janner
4BOEZ,BEFT
Dr. Howard & Mary Jo Ellis
,BIO
.FSMF,BIO
'SBOL,SFTT
Sandra & Franklin Levin
Bea Linas
Rena Lipkind
Shelly & Sherman Lubman
Sheryl & David Luebke
Bruce Margolis
Abby Moore
Sandi Nogi
Myrna Norman
Richard November
Frances Nunnally
Rusty Olshine
Alfred Opengart
Arlene Litton Opengart
Harris Raskind
Paul & Julie Ratki
Beth & Dan Rosenthal

Regina Sager
Wallace Saval
Irving Scherr
John Jay Schwartz
Stephen & Shirley
Schwartz
Julie Semp
Alvin Sherman
Marlene Sherman
Hattie Shocket
Ann Silverstein
Dottie Snider
Michael & Betty Soffin
Syral Specter
Roland Specter
Sidney Sperberg
Carole Stevens
Sylvia Treger
Arlyn Webber
Fred Weinberg
Chuck & Vickie
Weitzenhofer
Gail & Al Werner

Kroger Community Rewards
Program starts up

,

SPHFSIBTCFHVOB,SPHFS$PNNVOJUZ
Rewards Program for nonprofits and
the JCFR has joined. The monies raised will
help fund community programs. Community
members can enroll online at any time at
krogercommunityrewards.com.
How to sign up
#FTVSFUPIBWFZPVS,SPHFS1MVTDBSE
handy and register this card. If you do not
IBWFB,SPHFS1MVTDBSE TUPQCZUIFDVTUPNFS
TFSWJDFEFTLBUBOZ,SPHFS
After entering the website, look for the
SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New Customer?’
CPY:PVXJMMOFFEUPTJHOVQCZFOUFSJOH[JQ
code, clicking on your favorite store, entering
your email address and creating a password,
agreeing to the terms and conditions.
You will then get a message to check your
FNBJMJOCPYBOEDMJDLPOUIFMJOLXJUIJOUIF
body of the email. Click on My Account
and use your email address and password to
QSPDFFEUPUIFOFYUTUFQ
$MJDLPO&EJU,SPHFS$PNNVOJUZ3FXBSETJOGPSNBUJPOBOEJOQVUZPVS,SPHFS
www.JewishRichmond.org

Friend of Israel T-shirts

Plus card
number. Update or confir m your
information. Then
Search for
the Jewish
Community
Federation of Richmond by selecting from
a list and click on confirm.
To verify you are enrolled correctly, you
will see the JCFR’s name on the right side
of your information page.
Remember, purchases will not count
for the JCFR until after you register your
number.
Do you use your phone number at the
register? Call (800) 576-4377, select option
UPHFUZPVS,SPHFS1MVTDBSEOVNCFS
.FNCFSTNVTUTXJQFUIFJSSFHJTUFSFE,SPHFS
Plus card or use the phone number that is
SFMBUFEUPUIFJSSFHJTUFSFE,SPHFS1MVTDBSE
when shopping for each purchase to count.

The Jewish Community Federation of Richmond staffed a table at the recent Jewish Food
Festival at the Weinstein JCC and offered issues of the Reflector and information about the
PJ Library. Special Israel T-shirts, to support the Israel Emergency Campaign, were sold for
$18. (Above) Volunteer Sandy Sisisky talks to a community member who purchased a shirt.
They proudly state, “If you are a friend of Israel, You are a friend of mine.” The shirts were
designed by Sisisky. JCFR Assistant Executive Director Matt Langsam (seated) helped staff
the table. To buy a shirt, call Sara Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or email srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org.

Enterprise Circle

(Seated on right) Avrum Elmakis, co-founder and CEO of TDBBS, LLC, was the guest speaker
at the JCFR’s Enterprise Circle Breakfast Event Dec. 18 at the Weinstein JCC. He told community members how his family-owned business headquartered in Richmond, specializes
in the manufacture, distribution and sale of pet-related products throughout the U.S. and
abroad. The company provides a diverse line of unique products in the pet industry, including all-natural dog treats and chews. TDBBS was founded in 2007. Cullen Seltzer (seated on
left) served as a moderator and interviewed the speaker before the program was opened to
questions from the attendees. For details about Enterprise Circle, contact Matt Langsam at
(804) 545-8652 or mlangsam@jewishrichmond.org.
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JFS happenings

Bite-Size Learning

JFS and The Weinstein JCC
team up on new speaker series
The first event will be held
in the Israel November Auditorium
Weinstein JCC
Monday, Feb. 16, noon -1 p.m.

J

ewish Family Services and the Weinstein
+$$BSFFYDJUFEGPSUIFLJDLPďPG UIFJS
new speaker series, “Food for Thought.”
The free monthly program will bring
B EJWFSTF TFU PG  FYQFSUT UP DPWFS UPQJDT
related to aging for older adults and their
families. A complimentary lunch will be
held at each event to be held once a month
at the Weinstein JCC. While the speakers
will cover topics on issues that impact aging
populations, anyone can attend, and many
may find themselves learning something new.
#JMM,BMMJP UIF7JSHJOJBEJSFDUPSPG ""31 
will be the first “Food for Thought” speaker,
giving a talk entitled “Are We Ready for
"HJOH)FBMUI8FBMUIBOE4FMGw,BMMJP
IBTZFBSTPG FYQFSJFODFXJUI""31BOE
has served as a dedicated advocate for older
adults through his work in various community
service roles. He is a member of the board
of directors for the Virginia Coalition for
the Aging, the steering committee of the
Healthcare For All Virginians Coalition,
the Futures Board of the Center on Aging
at Virginia Tech and is chairperson of the
board of the Virginia Health Quality Center.

,BMMJPJTFYDJUFEBCPVU
the opportunity to speak
and added, “I’ll be talking
about disrupting aging
– breaking through old
stereotypes of aging that
don’t fit into our present
world. My major theme
will be health, wealth and
self – are we ready for Bill Kallio
aging in today’s world?”
Topics for future “Food for Thought”
sessions will cover a range of issues, from
ways to stay healthy, to logistical age
planning, safety, financial advice, and
recommendations on the right health
care options for individuals. For each talk,
FYQFSUTJOUIFmFME GSPNTPDJBMXPSLFST FMEFS
lawyers, nurses, advocates, and nonprofit
MFBEFSTCSJOHUIFJSVOJRVFFYQFSJFODFTBOE
recommendations. While topics center on
issues that affect older individuals, family
members and caregivers should find the talks
equally informative.
The event is a great opportunity to grab
a bite, meet like-minded friends and learn
valuable information.
i(VFTUT DBO FYQFDU UIF TFTTJPOT UP CF
informational gatherings that will initiate
conversations on how to be prepared for aging

Beth Sholom happenings

.
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JFS Counseling lends a helping hand
Our experienced counselors and therapists can help you work
through your challenges. We offer prompt day and evening
appointments and will work with your insurance company
to coordinate coverage.

Call 804-282-5644, ext. 239,
for an appointment today.
  "!## ##   
in the best way possible.” Said Rachel
Mosunmade, MSW, JFS Care Manager
and Food for Thought Coordinator.
Space is limited for the first program,
so those interested should register early
by calling or emailing Shari Barck at
the Center at (804) 545-8611 or sbarck@
weinsteinjcc.org. Information also be found

on www.jfsrichmond.org or www.weinsteinjcc.org.
For more information, call JFS at (804)
282-5644.
Jewish Family Services is supported,
in part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

Doctors from China visit
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community

R

The Chinese doctors pose for a photo with Beth Sholom’s Mark Finkel, CEO; Ginny Miskin-Harden, administrator; and Matthew Farmer,
administrator. The doctors toured the entire campus.

When Life hands you difficulties

ecently, the Beth Sholom
Lifecare Community campus was
honored by a visit from a group of
doctors visiting from southern China.
They were in the U.S. for an eightweek program to study the American
health care system sponsored by the
Filipino Nursing Association.
Their program included a visit to
Beth Sholom so they could see firsthand the way the American health
care system works in serving the elderly
population. When they return home,
the doctors will be able to share the
knowledge they have learned with their
peers in hopes of changing how their
health care system serves their elderly.

They were partnered with HCAVa
Health System and led by Sean Branin, director of business growth.
The doctors visited each of Beth
Sholom’s buildings and how care is
provided by nursing, special activities and rehabilitation staff.
Matthew Farmer, Health Care
Center administrator, along with
Ginny Miskin-Harden, Parkside administrator; Ashleigh Hutcheson,
assistant director of life enrichment;
BOE+JMM,VTMJUT EJSFDUPSPG NBSLFUing and development, toured the
group through the facilities answering all their questions along the way.

(Right) Matthew Farmer, Health Care Center
administrator, talks to the group of Chinese
doctors about memory care services in Assisted Living at Beth Sholom Lifecare Community,
www.JewishRichmond.org

B

eth Sholom Lifecare Community recently recognized
eight long-service employees who
total more than 250 years of service to the operation.
Celebrating her Golden Anniversary at Beth Sholom, Mary
Delores Lee joined the dietary
department at Beth Sholom
Home for the Jewish Aged when
it was located at Libbie and
Fitzhugh Avenues in Richmond
in 1964 – 50 years ago.
Denise Jones, a restorative
aide in the Healthcare’s Memory
Unit, began working at Beth Sholom 35 years ago – barely out of
high school.
Brenda Dandridge-Spain
began her career at Beth Sholom
33 years ago as a certified nursing
assistant. At that time, she was
the youngest member of the staff.
Deirdre Arnowitz, director of Resident Services for the
campus, began her career at Beth
Sholom 30 years ago. A licensed
social worker, Arnowitz supervises

Beth Sholom salutes its
long-time employees
the interns from VCU’s Graduate
School of Social Work, the Life
Enrichment, the Pastoral Care
Services, and the Service Coordinator Program at the independent
living community.
Jackie Green, restorative
aide, joined Beth Sholom 27
years ago. She and her co-workers
make sure residents get their daily
FYFSDJTF XPSLPOUIFJSSBOHFPG
motion, walk and many other
activities
Joyce Whitlock, licensed practical nurse, has been at Beth Sholom for 27 years in a variety of
areas. She is primarily assigned
in the Memory Care Unit of the
Home, however, has supported the
staff in the assisted living facilities
as well.
Valerie AmrheinCFDBNFFYecutive secretary for the corporate
office 27 years ago when central
Virginia and Eastern Virginia

(From left) Dorothy Nordin, Barbara House, Laura Wehry, Bonnie Blake, Lillian Watson, Helen Foster with their donations.

Residents give back
D

uring the holiday season,
the Beth Sholom “family”
showed their concern and compassion to several staff members
XJUIFYUSFNFDJSDVNTUBODFTTUBď
whom we know to have fallen on
IBSE UJNFT EVF UP VOFYQFDUFE
events in their lives such as fire
damage, loss of a child, as well as
illness just to name a few.
The residents at Beth Sholom
Healthcare Center offered to
www.JewishRichmond.org

provide a holiday dinner for staff
members who could not afford
all the trimmings for their festive
meals. Through resident contributions along with some financial
assistance from the Healthcare
Center, the residents were able to
mMMMBSHFCPYFTXJUIGPPE JODMVEing the turkey, to be enjoyed by
seven staff members from around
the campus.
The true meaning of Thanks-

were part of one corporation. As
a member of the team in 1998
she participated in the development of the new corporation as
the Central and Eastern Virginia
facilities parted ways, setting the
future course of Beth Sholom.
Brenda Owens, certified
nursing assistant, began working
at Beth Sholom 26 years ago. On
snow days, she is part of the “overnight team” making sure residents
receive uninterrupted services
Beth Sholom is about the
people who live and work there,
past, present and future. It’s about
trust, good friendships and relationships that are cherished and
nurtured over the years. It’s about
the people who enjoy working
with others, who find deep satisfaction with working with seniors,
and who see the faces of their own
loved-ones when they look at the
residents.

Beth Sholom happenings

Devoting more than 250 years of service to Beth Sholom residents are:
(Front Row/ From left) Deirdre Arnowitz and Mary Lee; (Back Row) Joyce
Whitlock, Valerie Amrhein, Denise Jones and Brenda Owens. Not pictured
are Brenda Dandridge-Spain and Jackie Green.

At the end of the day, after the
pins and plaques were awarded,
and the accolades and speeches
delivered, Beth Sholom can only
embrace these long-term employees and simply say “thank you” for
sharing their hearts and history

with Beth Sholom. They are Beth
Sholom.
Beth Sholom Home is supported, in part, by a generous
contribution from the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond.

giving and Christmas with compassion toward others in need
enabled the residents to engage
in a meaningful display of what
family is all about at Beth Sholom.
The residents chose the items to
purchase at the grocery store and
gathered together forming an assembly line to place all items into
UIFTFWFOCPYFT DPNQMFUFXJUIB
special card to each staff member
and their families.
Deirdre Arnowitz, director
of Resident Services, assisted the
residents with their project and (From left) Norma Armstrong, Helen Foster, Deirdre Arnowitz and Dorothy
overheard the following special Nordin packs bags to help Beth Sholom staff members.
comments as the residents lovingly
QMBDFEFBDIJUFNJOUIFCPYFT
“This makes me feel wonderful
to give back.” “I derive so much
pleasure knowing another family
is going to be able to prepare the
Save the Date
traditional dinner like I used to
make.” “I feel good about this as
Beth Sholom Lifecare Community’s
we should help those in need.”
Annual
Fund Raising Event with the
“It’s a joy to think about how
Richmond Symphony
this will make someone feel.” “It
Featuring the Brass Quintet and Percussion
lifts my heart to do something
for somebody.” “It makes me feel
Sunday, April 26
good.” “Age is only a number- we
2 pm
too are quite capable.”
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Weinstein JCC partners with
VHS for Lecture on Leo Frank
A
full century after Jewish
factory superintendent
Leo Frank was convicted and
TVCTFRVFOUMZFYFDVUFEJOBO
FYUSBKVEJDJBMIBOHJOHGPSUIF
murder of his 13-year-old
employee, Mary Phagan, the
details of the case could not
be more timely or relevant.
As the world continues to
struggle with religious intolerance and racial bigotry,
this tragic story has been lost
to history for many Americans.
Yet, there have been
multiple film and television
adaptations of this story; in
addition to the Tony Awardwinning musical “Parade”
written by Jason Robert
Brown and Alfred Uhry –
which will be the Weinstein
JCC Jewish Family Theatre’s contribution to the
2015 Acts of Faith Theater
Festival from March 5-15.
5ISPVHI BO FYDJUJOH

partnership with the Virginia Historical Society, the
Weinstein JCC will provide
a fascinating look into the
creative enthrallment with
this story that has been retold so frequently over the
last decades.
In his book, “Screening
a Lynching: The Leo Frank
Case on Film and Television” (The University of
Georgia Press, 2009), Professor and Chair of Film
Studies at Emory University
Matthew Bernstein dissects
four screen treatments of the
case. While they span more
than half a century – and
include one made-for-TV
adaptation filmed in RichNPOEo#FSOTUFJOFYQMPSFT
what’s behind the ongoing
fascination with this riveting case.
The Weinstein JCC Patrons of the Arts will co-host
a lecture with Matthew Ber-

Matthew Bernstein

nstein at the Virginia Historical Society on Thursday, Feb.
26 at 7 p.m. Tickets are included in the POA subscription and also are available to
the public for $10.
For tickets and details,
contact Lisa Looney at
(804) 545-8608, llooney@
weinsteinjcc.org or visit www.
weinsteinjcc.org.

Weinstein JCC happenings
Sponsored by Woody Funeral Home

Don’t Miss It! The Big Schtick
T
he Sklar Brothers, as
seen on Comedy Central, ESPN SportsCenter and
more, will headline an incredible evening of laughs,
food, fun and support.
Presented by The
Weinstein JCC and Jewish Family Services,
The Big Schtick set for Saturday, Feb. 21 beginning at 6:45 p.m., is a fundraiser to support
the programs, services and financial assistance
that each of the agencies provide.
In addition to the hilarious comedy of
The Sklar Brothers, the festivities (to be held
at the Weinstein JCC) will include smooth
jazz, heavy hors d’oeuvres, spirits and bourbon tasting, the drawing for “The Big Raffle”
(sponsored by BB&T), and a silent auction
with unique and one-of-a-kind items.
Channel 12 Meteorologist Andrew

Freiden is the emcee for what promises
to be a night you will
not forget.
Raffle tickets and
the limited amount of
remaining event tickets can be purchased on
line at www.weinsteinjcc.org or at the Weinstein JCC. Event tickets are $75 and raffle
tickets are $100 each or three for $250. Raffle
prizes include a $5,000 grand prize with four
additional cash awards.
The drawing will take place during the
evening of The Big Schtick, but people do not
have to be present to win. The odds are very
good, with only 1,200 raffle tickets to be sold.
This event will be a sell-out, so, do not
delay. Get your tickets today.
Contact Leslie McGuigan at (804) 5458659 for additional information.

For details on the Weinstein JCC’s Summer Camps
See page 19

An Evening of...
Smooth Jazz - Heavy hors d'oeuvres
Spirits and bourbon tasting
Entertaining repartee by MC Andrew Freiden
Raffle and Silent Auction
Featuring comedy by

02 - 21- 2015

6:45 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC

The Sklar Brothers
Seen on Comedy Central,
HBO's Entourage,
ESPN SportsCenter and more!

For tickets and info visit:
weinsteinjcc.org
jfsrichmond.org

.
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Sponsored by

$5,000 Grand Prize
Four additional cash prizes:

Seats are Limited!
$75 per person or
$750 for a table of ten
Cocktail attire

R A F FLE
$2,500 ´ $1,000 (2) ´ $500

Presenting Sponsor
Woody Funeral Home
Questions? Contact Leslie at 545.8659
or lmcguigan@weinsteinjcc.org

Tickets
on sale

NOW

$100 per ticket
or 3 for $250
Maximum 1200
tickets to be sold

Raffle drawing will take place at The Big Schtick.
You don't need to be present to win!
www.JewishRichmond.org

Sara D. November Art Gallery Opening Noshin’ Hamantaschen
T
J
oin community members at the Sara D. November
Art Gallery on Thursday, Feb. 19, for the opening
PG BOFYIJCJUPG QBJOUJOHTCZBSUJTU+FBOOF(PPENBO
"SFDFQUJPOTQPOTPSFECZUIF(MBWF,PDFO(BMMFSZXJMM
begin at 7 p.m.
Goodman is a Norfolk- based contemporary artist
XIPTFXPSLIBTCFFOFYIJCJUFEBOEQVCMJTIFEOBUJPOBMMZ
and internationally since 1972. The majority of Goodman’s work is derived from photographs with initial
focus on a single element and subsequently allowing her
imagination to take over.
About her work, she said, “ Just as manipulating a
figure’s placement enhances its psychological dimensions,
TPUPPEPFTFYBHHFSBUJOHBOEEJTUPSUJOHUIFJNBHFJNQBSU
a feeling that cannot be conveyed by a realistic representation. By keeping a subject’s physical characteristics
WBHVF GPSFYBNQMF *FODPVSBHFUIFWJFXFSUPDPNQMFUF
the figure with his/her own personal vision. Additionally,
distorting an image lets me impart a feeling or movement
that cannot be conveyed by realistic representation.”
To find out more about Jeanne Goodman, visit www.
jeannegoodman.com.
The free event is open to all. Note: this is a change
to the Patrons of the Arts schedule.

The Weinstein JCC is supported, in part, by a
generous contribution from the Jewish Community
“Long tall bear”painting by Jeanne Goodman
Federation of Richmond.

he Hamantaschen are coming soon.
The Weinstein JCC Preschool
is selling freshly baked hamanUBTDIFO CZ 4IBMPN ,PTIFS PG 
Baltimore. Place pre-orders by
Monday, Feb. 16. They are only
$28 a dozen (a savings of $5).
For just a few, each one is only
$2.75. Get orders in quickly to
get your favorite flavor -- lemon,
chocolate, prune, poppy, apple,
cherry, apricot or raspberry. Place
orders at the main lobby desk or
preschool office.
The order form is posted
at www.weinsteinjcc.org or the
preschool can email a form to
community members. Email preschool@weinsteinjcc.org or call (804)
PS0S GBY
order forms to (804) 545-8675.
On Wednesday, Feb. 25 between 2-4 p.m., or Thursday,
Feb. 26 between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
people may pick up and eat delicious hamantaschen that have
been pre-ordered in the Richard

A. Arenstein Lobby.
If community members forget to place an order or just need
more, visit the Hamantaschen
Café in the Richard A. Arenstein Lobby on Thursday, Feb.
26 through Thursday, March 5
(not open Saturday, Feb. 28) from
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. during the
week (and from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
at the Sunday, March 1 community-wide Purim Carnival at the
Weinstein JCC while supplies
last). The prices at the Hamantaschen Café and Purim Carnival
are $3 each or $34 per dozen.
Hats off to these mouth-watering hamantaschen.
See the order form on the next page
to drop off, fax or scan and email to
the preschool.

The Tony Award-winning musical based on the story of Leo Frank

“Carries you through the gamut of emotion while you're in the theatre, and stays with you long after you've left." —Washington Square News

Parade

Directed by
Debra Clinton,
JFT Artistic Director

The tragic, true story of the trial and lynching of a man wrongly accused of murder

Opening Night Dinner & Show

Thursday, March 5 at 6PM (dinner); 7:30PM (show)
Performances March 7, 11, and 12 at 7:30PM ´ March 8 and 15 at 2PM
General Admission: $15 member/$20 non-member/$10 seniors, students and groups of 10+
Dinner & Show: $20 member/$25 non-member/$15 seniors, students and groups of 10+ (limited dinner seating available)

Talkback featuring Andrew Talkov, VP of Programs at the Virginia Historical Society, will follow March 12 show

Sponsored by the Belleman Family and Gilbert Rosenthal
Opening Night Dinner Sponsored by Blackwood Development

www.JewishRichmond.org

Recommended for
Adult Audiences

For tickets and details visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
|
February
For tickets and details visit weinsteinjcc.org or call 545.8608
2015

PATRONS OF THE

ARTS
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RTA’s 5th-8th graders pose for a photo with (in back) Principal Yosef Bart and Lynn Schwartz and
Susan Adolf, chairs of the JCFR Annual Youth Campaign.

RTA happenings

RUDLIN TORAH ACADEMY
RICHMOND HEBREW DAY SCHOOL

JCFR visits RTA An annual tradition

Stellar Education
for Every Jewish Child

R

udlin Torah Academy’s 5th-8th grade
students met with volunteer representatives of the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond on Jan. 7, as part of JCFR’s Annual
Youth Campaign.
Susan Adolf and Lynn Schwartz, chairs of
the Youth Campaign, led the special presentaUJPO BOEFYQMBJOFEIPX'FEFSBUJPOXPSLTBT
an umbrella organization for the local community and supports Jews and Jewish agencies
in Richmond, Israel, and all over the world.
Principal Yosef Bart said, “The students
watched an accompanying film documenting
several powerful, personal stories of individu-

als helped by Federation. As always, the highlight of the program was the Q&A session, as
our students had the opportunity to present
their thoughtful and penetrating questions for
the wonderful guests.”!
For more information about RTA, Richmond’s only Hebrew Day School, please call
the school office at (804) 353-1110, or visit
www.rudlin.com.
Rudlin Torah Academy is supported,
in part, by a generous contribution from
the Jewish Community Federation of
Richmond.

5400 Men’s Club
Feb. 2 - Lisa Schaffner, United Network for
Organ Sharing.

Feb. 23 - Dr. Stephen Long, University of
Richmond, “The Middle East.
Feb. 9 - A. Barton Hinkle, Richmond Times- Note: This schedule also is for the Women’s Room
Dispatch columinist, “Israel and the Media.” programs, which now meets weekly with the Men’s
Club.
Feb. 16 - #JMM,BMMJP TUBUFEJSFDUPSPG ""31  The 5400 Men’s Club and Women’s Room
“Are We Ready for Aging: Health, Wealth welcome new members. Meetings are held
and Self ?” (Note: This program begins at noon. weekly at the Weinstein JCC. For details, call
A free light lunch will be provided.)
(804) 804-285-0098.

.

10| the Reflector | February 2015 Shevat/Adar 5775

www.JewishRichmond.org

Youth, Teen & Young Adults
Scholarships Available for Study in Israel

Foundation happenings

RJF scholarships
available
By Robert Nomberg
president & ceo, rjf

S

cholarships are available
from several Richmond
Jewish Foundation funds to
study and travel in Israel, attend overnight Jewish summer
camp and for religious school
tuition. Completed applications are due in the RJF office
by March 5.
Study and Travel in Israel
The Mooney, Rose & Mosey Greenberg Israel Scholarship Fund was established
over thirty years ago by the
Greenberg Family as a tribute
to their parents and brother in
recognition of the family’s long
support of the State of Israel.

The Fund provides grants to
Richmond area youth traveling to Israel who meet certain
criteria. Need-based scholarTIJQTPG BQQSPYJNBUFMZ 
are available depending on the
number of qualified applicants.
Overnight Jewish Summer Camp Experience
*O UIF4SPLB,BSQ
Memorial Fund was established
by Bill and Sandy Sroka, in
memory of Sandy and Bill’s
parents, to provide partial
need-based scholarships to
Richmond and Tidewater area
students interested in attending Jewish overnight summer
camps.
4VNNFSDBNQFSTBSFFYposed to the richness of Jewish life, including the beauty
of Shabbat, the meaning of
prayer and familiarity with
the Hebrew language, as well
as traditional camp activities.

Need-based scholarships of
BQQSPYJNBUFMZBSF
available depending on the
number of qualified applicants.
Religious School Tuition
The Benjamin M. and Mondel
,4BTMBX&EVDBUJPO'VOEBOE
the Stanley J., Sidney S. and
Irwin A. Schapiro Education
Fund support the education
of Jewish youth in Richmond.
Need-based scholarships of
BQQSPYJNBUFMZBSF
available depending on the
number of qualified applicants.
To apply for these
scholarships, please visit www.
rjfoundation.org/grants. For more
information, please call Joice
Burnette at (804) 545-8628 or
email joice@rjfoundation.org.
To donate to these funds,
please visit www.rjfoundation.org
and click on the green Donate
button.

Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications
are being accepted by the Grants Committee. Partial
need-based scholarships are available for travel to Israel
for greater Richmond, Va., area students between
15 –22 years old at the time of departure.
Visit www.rjfoundation.org/grants for an application.
The application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on March 5, 2015.

Richmond & Tidewater Area
Summer Campers
Richmond Jewish Foundation announces that applications
are now being accepted by the Grants Committee.
Partial need-based scholarships are available for
a summer Jewish overnight camp experience.
Visit www.rjfoundation.org/grants for an
application.
The application deadline is 4:00 p.m. on March 5, 2015.

Advertise in The Reflector!
The Reflector is the most cost-effective way to reach Richmond’s most affluent,
theWe deliver directly to approximately 3,500 households quality conscious families.
reaching about 10,000 people in the Richmond-Metro area.

Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector

Call for rates and publication dates:
Jewish Community Federation
Rod Brinks (804) 545-8655
the
rbrinks@jewishrichmond.org
OF RICHMOND

VCU Hillel Birthright Trip

Jewish Community Federation

the

OF RICHMOND

Jewish Community Federation

the

T

in this
hree VCU Hillel students went on a 10-day Taglit-Birthright
issue
*TSBFMUSJQSFDFOUMZ5IFZBSF+BWBO$PIFO ,BJKB-JEEBOE
Madeline Paul. Several other students went on a Taglit-Birthright
trip with Virginia Tech.
,BJKB-JEEPďFSFEUIFGPMMPXJOHSFnFDUJPOBGUFSBSSJWJOH
back in Richmond.
“Birthright was an amazing opportunity that was a truly
awe-inspiring gift. It changed my life in ways I didn’t know was
possible. We learned so much about the culture, the history and
the politics. Being Jewish in an area with not a lot of Jews and
then going to a place completely filled with Jewish people was
such a culture shock - an amazing one though. I can’t wait to
go back some day!”
The Jewish Community Federation of Richmond supports
Hillel at VCU as well as Taglit-Birthright Israel.

OF RICHMOND

(From left) Kaija Lidd, Javan Cohen and Madeline Paul pose for a
photo while on their Taglit-Birthright Israel trip. They were with
Hillel at VCU.
www.JewishRichmond.org
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Beth Ahabah students learn about
Danish Resistance from author
By Ramona Brand
Director of Education
Congregation Beth Ahabah

O

n Sunday, Jan. 11, the
6th and 7th graders at
Congregation Beth Ahabah
enjoyed a special visit from
Charlottesville
author
Jennifer Elvgren, who spoke
to students about the story
and themes behind her new
book “The Whispering
Town.”
The story focuses on the
life of a Danish child, Anat,
before and after the Nazi
occupation. Her family is
sheltering a Jewish family and
the story recounts how the
entire town assists in helping
Jews escape to Sweden.
The story is based on a true
account and Ms. Elvgren
spoke about how she learned
of the incident and how she
turned it into a published

Author Jennifer Elvgren reads
her book “The Whispering
Town” during her presenta-

story. She shared information
about the Danish Resistance
and the why and how the
Danish people had such
resolve in the face of danger.
The
students
were
intrigued to learn that the
Danes saved many Jews
during
the
Holocaust.
Elvgren also discussed the

Synagogue happenings

process of how she developed
the story and worked with the
illustrator. The students were
especially interested to learn
the illustrations were drawn
digitally. She told the students
that, although she is not Jewish,
she was very taken with stories
that she read as a child about the
Holocaust, such as “The Diary
of Ann Frank.” In becoming
an author she wanted to create
a picture book that would take
difficult subject matter and make
it accessible to younger children.
The students had lots of
questions for the author and then
all received a signed copy of the
book.
The 7th graders at Beth
Ahabah study about the
Holocaust. In teaching about the
Holocaust we hope to give our
students an understanding of
the roots of injustice, intolerance
and indifference that allowed the
horrors of the Holocaust to occur.

We also focus on giving
students
empowerment
to
recognize and stand against
injustice,
intolerance
and
indifference in the world around
them. We hope to guide them to
be “up-standers” rather than “bystanders.
Eizehu Gibor or Living
Jewish Values is the course of
study for our 6th graders. Prior
to Elvgren’s visit they studied
the value Pikuach Nefesh or
Saving a Life. “The Whispering
Town” was a wonderful story that
illustrated these values.
Her presentation was both
interesting and thought provoking
and was enjoyed by students,
teachers and parents alike!
This program was made possible,
in part, by a generous grant from the
Richmond Jewish Foundation for
Holocaust Education.
For more details about Beth
Ahabah programs, call (804) 3586757.

Beth Ahabah student Alice Mendelson has her book
signed by the author, Jennifer Elvgren on Jan. 11 at the
6th and 7th grade Religious School program.

February at Or Ami

With the help of a grant from the Richmond JewKlezm’Or’Ami’m – the “house band” of Or Ami –
ish Foundation, children in Or Ami’s Joy Kramer
performed at the Jewish Food Festival, Sunday,
Religious School created nearly 100 butterflies
Jan. 18 and Monday, Jan. 19 around the dinner
after reading “I Never Saw Another Butterfly,”
hour at the Weinstein JCC.
a collection of poems and drawings written by
children at the Terezin Concentration Camp.

Reel Theology
eel Theology, Or Ami’s admission-free
series of though-provoking films, presents
“Bethlehem” on Sunday, Feb. 15 at 6 p.m.
This re-screening of a film from the recent
Richmond Israeli Film Festival tells the story of
UIFDPNQMFYSFMBUJPOTIJQCFUXFFOBO*TSBFMJ4Fcret Service officer and his teenage Palestinian
informant. Shuttling back and forth between
conflicting points of view, the film is a raw
portrayal of characters torn apart by competing loyalties and impossible moral dilemmas,
giving an unparalleled glimpse into the dark
and fascinating world of human intelligence.

R

.
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A lively discussion led by Rabbi Ahuva
Zaches follows.
More information is at www.or-ami.com.
And of course, you’re welcome to join the
congregation and guests for Shabbat services
(Fridays, 7:30 p.m.) and Torah study (most
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.). We would love to
see you here.
For details on all activities, call (804) 2720017 or visit www.or-mi.com. Or Ami is located
at 9400 Huguenot Road, Richmond.

www.JewishRichmond.org

T

Tu B’Shvat brings new
beginnings at Beth-El

u B’Shvat is the holiday on the Jewish
calendar known as the “new year for
the trees.”
At Temple Beth-El Religious School, the
students will celebrate Tu B’Shvat with a
seder, songs and projects. The celebration of the new year of the trees will usher
in another month blooming with Jewish
learning. The seventh graders will bake
hamentaschen with Beth Sholom residents;
learn about Purim and about g’milut hasadim – acts of lovingkindness. Students will
DFMFCSBUFMFBSOJOHBUUIF,JUBI%BMFUDMBTT
during their Class Shabbat. And everyone
at the school will get ready for the silliness
and celebration that is Purim.
For anyone who has not been to Temple
Beth-El’s Tot Shabbat or Minyan Mit-

suyan (Shabbat morning service for children ages 6-12) services, you are missing
out on a delightful treat. These services
are back in full swing at Temple Beth-El.
In February there will be a Tot Shabbat
service and Minyan Mitsuyan on Feb. 28.
Both services start at their new time of
11:15 am. Please plan to join congregation members and guests.
Are you looking for a caring, dynamic
environment for your child to receive a
meaningful Jewish education? We hope
you will consider Temple Beth-El Religious
School. For more information or to take a
tour of the school, contact Hazzan Marian
Turk at hazzan.turk@bethelrichmond.org or at
(804) 814-3582.

Beth-El happenings
T

emple Beth-El will kick off a special
Men’s Club/Sisterhood Weekend
with a Tu B’Shvat brisket dinner on Friday, Feb. 6, following its 6 p.m. Shabbat
Services.
The cost is $17 for members; $20
for nonmembers. For children 5-12, the
cost is $7 and children under 5 are free.
RSVP to the Temple Office at (8040)
355-3564.
A come as you are for a “Casual Fri-

day” service is set for Friday, Feb. 13 at 6
p.m. People can dress up or dress down
– it doesn’t matter.
On Feb. 14 and Feb. 28, warm up with
a hot cup of coffee or tea before Saturday
morning services in the Sanctuary foyer.
On Friday, Feb. 27, come have a nosh
before Shabbat services at a Pre-Neg at
5:15 p.m., sponsored by Beth-El Sisterhood. Services will be led by the 4th
graders from Beth-El Religious School.

Temple Beth El Sisterhood
February

Bonay Kodesh happenings
By Heather Nees

event in mid-February that will involve our
entire group, from preschoolers to our very
POBZ,PEFTIDFMFCSBUFEJUTmSTUBO- active seniors.
niversary on Jan. 23 with a dinner and
Rabbi Ben Romer continues to be our
Torah celebration. It is amazing how far we spiritual adviser and a very active member of
have come and how much we have grown the inter-faith community across the Greater
in just one year. Looking forward into 2015, Richmond area. He will be taking Judaism
#POBZ,PEFTIDPOUJOVFTUPHSPXBTXFHBJO from Chesterfield, VA USA to Jordan as part
momentum and add members from across of an inter-faith group that will meet with
the region. We pride ourselves on living our the Prince of Jordan in early February. We
Jewish values through social justice activi- will be waiting for his safe return and tales
ties and participation in community events. of his journey, in early March.
We are participants in Richmonders In#POBZ,PEFTIJTBHSPVQPG MJLFNJOEFE
volved to Strengthen Our Communities and people who want to live our Jewish values.
are preparing to take part in the Nehemiah We are open and welcoming to all who wish
Action in the spring. (Want to know what to join us in activity, worship, education or
that is all about? Ask us.) Several of our even social connections. We are not instead
members are participating in the Micah of something else but another layer in the
Initiative, reading programs in under-served slice of life we are living day-to-day.
schools. Our Torah Study group is volunYou can now find us on the web at www.
teering in the soup kitchen at St. Mark’s in jewishchesterfield.org. For more information on
the museum district.
what the group is doing, email bonaykodesh@
We are co-partnering in a CARITAS gmail.com or call (804) 381-7894.

B

Beth Ahabah plans
basketball outing to UR
C

ome watch the Richmond Spiders
take on Rhode Island at The Robins
Center. Beth Ahabah Brotherhood has
put together an event geared for the whole
family.
The outing to see the University of
Richmond play University of Rhode Island is set for Sunday, Feb. 8 at the Robins
Center. The event begins with pregame
pizza and soft drinks at 1:30 p.m. The game
begins at 2 p.m.
The cost is $10 per person and includes

the pregame pizza and drinks in their own
room downstairs at Robins Center.
There are only 50 tickets available for
this event.
For details, contact Rob Davidson at rob.
davidson@aftonchemical.com or (804) 794-2519
to reserve seats ASAP. Make the check
payable to Beth Ahabah Brotherhood and
mail to Rob Davidson, 2339 Olde Queen
Terrace, Midlothian, Va. 23113 and provide name, number of tickets needed, email
address and phone number.

Luncheon Program
Guest speakers Rabbi Ahuva Zaches and Rabbi Michael Knopf
will present
“Who is that Girl? The Forgotten Women of the Torah”
Wednesday, February 18, 2015, 12 - 2 PM
at the Temple’s Grove Avenue location.
Rabbi Ahuva Zaches is the Rabbi and Education Director
for Congregation Or Ami and
Rabbi Michael Knopf is the Rabbi for Temple Beth-El.
Open to the public.
Pay at the door - $10 Sisterhood members; $15 non-members.
Please RSVP to tbesisterhood1@gmail.com by February 16, 2015.
Or call (804) 355-3564 by February 16, 2015

www.JewishRichmond.org
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Educators
Continued from page 1

Nancy Nelson hold the Henrico County Public
Schools banner outside the Old City in Jerusalem.

Rachel Beck-Berman works on an art crafts
project for the Jewish Peoplehood program.

I spoke, dressed and behaved. It was a privilege
to learn from such a wonderful teacher and to
be welcomed in her home.
One of the greatest pleasures of the trip
was meeting the Israeli children. They were
so open and so happy to meet me. I saw no
judgement in their eyes, only curiosity and
unbridled enthusiasm.
The strongest connections I made were
with the fellow educators and fabulous group
leaders on the trip. It was thrilling to meet such
a talented and warm group of people.
We really did become a family and I am
humbled and honored to be a part of it.
Yael Fletcher
The Educators Mission was one of the
NPTUNFBOJOHGVMBOEIFBSUGFMUFYQFSJFODFT*
have ever had. The goal is to grow a family
of educators both here in Richmond, and in
Hadera, Israel. By staying in people’s homes,
teaching alongside them in school, and sharing

The full group of 26 Americans and Israelis pose for a photo outside the Old City.

educational ideas during amazing breakout
sessions, we were able to connect with our
Israeli family in a deep way. I was privileged
to teach in a public religious school. Here in
3JDINPOE *UFBDIi,wBOEmSTUHSBEF BOE*
taught in a first-grade class room in Hadera.
It was amazing to share my lesson plans
XJUI*TSBFMJTUVEFOUT BOEJUXBTBVOJRVFFYQFrience for me to grow as a teacher. I learned
so much from the students that I am bringing
back to my classes here in Richmond. The
personal and professional bonds I made will
last a lifetime! I feel a part of their community,
and I know that they feel a part of ours.
This program attempts to bring the Jewish
Rachel Beck-Berman paints a graffiti art mural
family closer, and it was a huge success!
in Tel Aviv.
Nancy Nelson
This is my 9th year at Or Ami, but was at
Beth Ahabah for close to 20 years before that.
I teach math at Henrico High School, and
have been there for about 18 years.
There are no words that can accurately
describe the past two weeks in Israel, but I will
try. The first week we started in Jerusalem and
then went to the Hadera region, where we met
our host families and fellow educators. During
that time, we saw lots of history, learned about

CELEBRATING OUR 13TH YEAR IN RICHMOND

SEAFOOD & STEAKHOUSE
WINNER
Open Table’s Diner’s Choice Awards

much of Israel’s past and how it came to be.
In addition, we had the opportunity to visit
schools and observe classes as a first step in our
partnership with these teachers and students.
As both a public school educator (high school
math) and a Religious School Hebrew teacher
and youth group advisor, I am looking forward
to continuing a number of these partnerships.
First of all, we at Or Ami Religious School
are going to do the hand activity for Jewish
Peoplehood prior to Israeli Independence Day
and display the final projects at the Weinstein
JCC for the celebration.
Another connection I hope to develop is
one between the teens in my youth group and
teens in the school I visited. I have already
talked to students at my high school about possible connections between them and the math
and geography classes I observed, and they
BSFWFSZFYDJUFEBCPVUUIFQPTTJCJMJUZ/PX JUT
just working out the details with the teachers
in Israel and colleagues at my school.

SINCE 2005

•
Unparalleled Service

2306 East Cary Street • (804)643-6900
PRIVATE ROOMS
www.bookbindersrichmond.com
Available for up to 70 Guests

.
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Maya Shoham
As a staff member of the Partnership
Hadera-Eiron-SE Consortium in Israel, I was
privileged to help staff the Partnership Educators Mission.

Yael Fletcher paints the graffiti art mural

5IJTXBTBOJOTQJSJOHBOEFOSJDIJOHFYperience spending the last days of 2014 with
“y’all,” a wonderful group of educators from
Jacksonville, Charlotte, Chattanooga, Nashville,
3JDINPOEBOE,OPYWJMMF
The program took us from the holiness
of the Western Wall through the streets of
Jerusalem, admiring the Menorah on the last
EBZPG )BOVLBIDPOUJOVJOHUPFYQMPSFUIF
Old City with the light of day; there is always
something to see walking through history, even
for one like me who was born in Jerusalem and
lived there for over 20 years.
Although it wasn’t the first time for many,
the Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum gave us
a tour especially for educators and from seeing
the disaster we continued to the resurrection,
an audio-visual encounter with the visionary
of the Jewish State in the Herzel Museum.
We all felt intensely the challenges of Judaism,
admiring the vision, the dream and understand
and appreciate where Israel is today.
A lecture at the end of this day gave us
FOPVHIUPUBMLBCPVUGPSUIFOFYUTFWFOEBZT
I hope it sharpened the roll of educators to
Educators More on page 15
www.JewishRichmond.org

Yael Fletcher receives hugs from a group of 3rd grade children in the school in Israel where she
taught some classes.

Rachel Beck-Berman takes part in a school twinning planning session with American and Israeli
educators.

(From left) Nancy Nelson, Rachel Beck-Berman
and Yael Fletcher outside the Old City.

The children at the Alonim Elementary School show off their project they created with the American and Israeli educators.

Nancy Nelson with her Israeli host and his son.

raise and increase the curiosity in the young
Jewish minds they touch. His lecture surely
brought up questions about the interesting “5
legged” theory, whether Judaism is a religion
or a people.
We also traveled north, starting the tour
in Zichron Yaacov at the Aliya Museum, seeJOHIPX)FS[FMTWJTJPOJTBmOFFYBNQMFPG 
turning a vision into practice; the story of the
first settlement in Israel, the difficulties and
challenges, emphasizing the history of our
SFHJPOBOEPG DPVSTFUIFFYDFMMFOUXFBUIFS
took us outside to enjoy some free time in
the promenade.
The “Hand in Hand” workshop in the
Ecological Greenhouse was a delight and a
wonderful preparation for the Jewish PeopleIPPE%BZ BOBNB[JOHFYQFSJFODFJOJUTFMG UIBU
we all went through following the weekend,
in the schools and hopefully will continue to
see this implemented in the U.S. classes in the
coming weeks.

With Yael Naali Ben Zion’s ( Hadera-Eiron
SE Educator Coordinator) amazing network
in the many schools in our region, she managed to bring an impressive, warmhearted
and beautiful group of 25 hosts, matched
carefully with all the allergies and diet and
kosher issues that were brought to us.
On three mornings the educators were all
split into ten different schools in the region,
HJWJOHFWFSZPOFBVOJRVFBOEEJďFSFOUFYQFSJence in our schools; all visits were carefully
managed to accomplish and ensure that the
connections goal was discussed and more than
that, it was to be planned - how to continue,
and where do we go from here. This was
done via early preparation with the schools,
in the session on educational bridge activities
and by sharing an actual lesson plans booklet
developed with our educational community.
Our days moved by very fast and were
intensive while we all became united as a
group, having a more intimate session about

Our partnership should continue to create projects that connect not just to Israel and
Israelis but also among the consortium communities. The Educator Delegation project is
one of many Partnership programs that can
touch many in a community. Your students
can participate in our teens programs, your
friends can host, your doctors can join the
Medical Delegation etc.
A personal thank you to Sara Rosenbaum,
our American staff from Richmond, for being
so positive, so supportive and giving us a hand
whenever we needed. All this wouldn’t have
happened without the vision of the AmericanIsraeli SE Consortium Hadera-Eiron Steering
Committee, our Lay Leaders and Volunteers
and the ten Jewish Federations supporting
the Partnership.
Richmond educators who are interested
in this program for December 2016, contact
Sara Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or
srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org.

www.JewishRichmond.org

our own Jewish identity or just telling jokes
on the bus.
Traveling to Akko - beside the interesting
tour in the Underground Prisoners Museum
that continued our in depth learning on Israel
through the vision, the real life settlements and
now the Jewish struggle for independence – we
XFOUPOUPFYQFSJFODFBOPUIFSSFGSFTIJOHFEVcational way of teaching in the “Hava Nagila
,JOEFSHBSUFOwXIJDIJTSVOCZBMPOHUJNF
volunteer of the Western Galilee Partnership.
5IJTQSPWJEFEBXPOEFSGVMFYBNQMFPOUIF
importance of having a “Meshugene” one that
will take a project, initiate and implement it.
The one thing we all agree on is that this
kind of a delegation leaves us with a taste for
more. We hope to see all of our new friends
once again in Israel, we hope all will continue
WE hope all will bring to their communities
UIFFYDJUFNFOU UIFTUPSJFT UIFQJDUVSFT UIF
feelings that they felt so strongly when they
were here.
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Hadassah happenings

(From left) Newly installed
Richmond Hadassah presidents, Robin Jackson and
Rebecca Young.

(Standing) Del. Eileen
Filler-Corn discusses “The
Power of women who DO”
with Charlotte Silver and
Julie Beck-Berman at the
Installation Brunch Jan.
4. Filler-Corn gave the
keyote address at the
event. A Life Member of
Hadassah, Filler-Corn
has represented the 41st
District (Fairfax County)
since 2010.

Richmond Hadassah’s newly installed Hadassah Executive Board poses for a photo with guest
speaker Del. Eileen Filler-Corn on Jan. 4 at the Richmond Country Club. 2!*0ƫ,$+0+/ƫ+1.0!/5ƫ+"ƫƫ%0+.%ƫ,(*ċ

Advocacy Day: Feb. 4
egister by Jan. 30 for the Feb. 4 Advocacy Day—“Date with the State.”
Once again you will have an opportunity
to let your legislative voice be heard as
members visit with key legislators to present
the case for bills they may be carrying or
have importance to the Jewish Community.
Hadassah joins with partner, the Jewish
Community Federation of Richmond on
this event.
It also will be an opportunity to hear
what the General Assembly will be legislating in 2015.
Register by Friday, Jan. 30 and the cost
is $30, which includes lunch and coffee in
the morning.
For further information, contact Beth
Rochkind at abejrock@aol.com.

R

Keepers of the Gate Luncheon
honors Amy Krumbein:
Feb. 8
BEBTTBITUI"OOVBM,FFQFSTPG UIF
Gate Luncheon will be held Sunday,
Feb. 8, 11 a.m., at the Richmond Country
$MVC5IFFWFOUXJMMIPOPS"NZ.,SVNbein on her 98th birthday.The Richmond
Chapter of Hadassah boasts 50 women who
have made a yearly commitment to make
a contribution of a minimum of $1,000 to
help Hadassah achieve its national quota
to support its life enriching work.
For the first time in its 18 year history
Richmond has chosen to honor one of its
keepers.
)FSNPUIFS "OOJF,BEJT.FZFST GPVOEed one of the earliest Hadassh chapters in
(PMETCPSP /$ XIFSF"NZ,SVNCFJO
was born. As a member of Hadassah for
80 years, she has served as president of the
Richmond chapter, the Southern Seaboard

H

.

Once again the luncheon is subsidized by
anonymous donors.

Weinstein JCC.
+VMJF #FDL#FSNBO XJMM FYQMBJO 5V
B’Shevat with a Haggadah developed
Book Group: Feb. 8
just for Hadassah. Sparkling juices, fruits,
PNBODFBOENFMPESBNBNJYVOFBTJMZ nuts and special treats will be provided.
in the midst of mass murder.
Bring a lunch or buy it from the café.
This is the theme of “The Winter
For details, contact Julie Beck Berman
Guest,” a novel by Pam Jenoff that will be at juliefbb@aol.com. Emailed Haggadahs
discussed at Hadassah’s Book Group meet- will be available.
ing on Feb. 8 at noon at the Weinstein JCC.
It’s 1940 in rural Poland. An 18-year Health Program: Feb. 15
old twin, Helene, falls in love with an ino you have troubling aches and pain?
jured soldier, Sam, swoons over a first kiss,
Have the twists and turns of last sumdreams of marriage and, oh yes, they are in mer faded away? You’re not alone. As we
the midst of the Holocaust. Because he is BHFNPTUPG VTFYQFSJFODFTPNFGPSNPG 
Jewish, he is kept hidden. But the danger arthritis.
to the family under the threat of the Nazi
Richmond Hadassah will offer you an
occupation is omnipresent.
opportunity to listen and ask questions
With her father dead and mother when Dr. Beth Rubinstein, Rheumatologist
dying in a hospital and with 3 younger at the VCU Health System and Hadassiblings to rear the other twin, Ruth, is sah member, takes members and guests
jealous of Helene and Sam’s relationship. through the twists and turns of arthritis
Under the threat of the Nazi occupation, at Hadassah’s annual Health Symposium.
life is a constant struggle. Ruth’s jealousy
Mark your calendar for Feb. 15 at 10
sets in motion a chain of events that re- a.m. at the Weinstein JCC for a lite breakverberate across continents and decades fast and social followed at 10:30 by Ruto the 21st century.
binstein’s presentation and question and
For details, contact Deborah Cohen answer period. Admission is $10.
at (804) 740-5838.
To RSVP, mail your check payable to

R

D

Amy Krumbein ,$+0+ƫ5ƫ

.%!**!ƫ%*'!()**

Region of Hadassah and as a member of
UIF/BUJPOBMCPBSE"NZ,SVNCFJOXBT
one of the founders of the Southern Seaboard Region.
She has not confined her volunteer hours
to just Hadassah, Amy has served as president or on boards of most of the Jewish and
general nonprofit agencies in Richmond.
The guest speaker at the event will be
3P[,BOUPS OBUJPOBMDIBJSPG ,FFQFSTPG 
the Gate.
5IPTFXIPBSFOPU,FFQFSTBOEXPVME
like to become one with commitment of
the annual $1,000 contribution should call
Frona Colker, Richmond chair, at (804) 7470220, or Elaine Ragone at (804) 740-8675.
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Lunch and Learn: Feb. 11
ongs and poetry readings will highlight
an upcoming Hadassah program.
Did you know that trees have birthdays?
Come to Richmond Hadassah’s Lunch and
Learn Mini Model Tu B’Shevat workshop
on Wednesday, Feb. 11, at noon at the

S

Hadassah to Evie Windmueller, 8708 Holly
Hill Road, Henrico, VA 23229 by Feb. 8.
If you need more information, contact
Phyllis Elenbogen at phyl123123@comcast.
net, (804) 741-9279 or Julie Goodman at
jsgoodwoman@aol.com, or (804) 741-6577.

www.JewishRichmond.org

Community Happenings

A Memento of the famous (or infamous)
“Trefa Banquet” on loan by BAMA

+1.0!/5ƫ+"ƫ!0$ƫ$$ƫ 1/!1)ƫ* ƫ.$%2!/ċƫ

By David B. Farris
Executive Director,
Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives

I

f you do much reading about the history of Reform
Judaism in the United States, sooner or later you run
into an event known as the “Trefa Banquet”, aka the
“Highland House Affair”.
The event itself is easy enough to describe. On July
11, 1883, 215 guests were invited to attend a sumptuous
dinner at the Highland House, a fine restaurant, following
the ordination of the first graduates of Hebrew Union
College (HUC). Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise, the primary advocate of Reform Judaism in the United States, had founded
HUC eight years before. This graduation was a significant
event for him, as he had worked long and diligently to
bring it to reality. All forms of Judaism were represented
POUIFHVFTUMJTU GSPN0SUIPEPYUPIJTPXO NPSFMJCFSBM 
form. To help ensure the success of the banquet, he had
engaged the services of Gustave Lindeman, a well-known
Cincinnati caterer and a Jew who claimed no relationship

with any particular viewpoint within
his religion. Lindeman was, in other
words, a “Jew-at-large” with no misTJPOPUIFSUIBOUIFTFSWJOHPG FYDFMMFOU
meals at perfectly organized banquets.
5IFFYBDUDIPJDFPG GPPETBOEXJOFT
appears to have been left to him, and
he created a banquet representative of
the finest to be enjoyed in those times.
Unfortunately, the menu included a
number of foods avoided by those who
practiced strict observance of the Jewish food laws, or kashrut. Depending
on which version of the event you read,
it appears that several rabbis walked
out and several others ate nothing. The
DPOUSPWFSTZUIJTDSFBUFEXBTFYUFOTJWF
and hurtful. As Rabbi Lance J. Sussman wrote in the 2005 issue (Volume
LVII) of the American Jewish Archives
Journal, “Ironically and sadly, a celebration in honor of the first ordination
class of the Hebrew Union College
(HUC), which was supposed to signal
a new era of interfaith cooperation
among American Jews, instead proved
to be a call to arms and contributed
to the permanent factionalization of
American Jewish religious life”.
So, why all the fuss? Did Rabbi
Wise intend to create a controversy, or
did he inadvertently trigger a discus-

sion that nobody wanted, or wanted
at that time, by pushing a “hot button”
without intending to do so? What was
the political cost of his action and his
later defenses of it, and how was the
Reform movement affected? I can’t
do justice to the topic in this space,
but Rabbi Sussman’s full article can
CFGPVOEPOMJOF BOEUIFQSJOUFEUFYU
is in the Beth Ahabah Museum & Archives library.
One of Gus Lindeman’s greatgranddaughters was the late Virginia
(Nikki) Fairman. Nikki was the owner
of one of Gus Lindeman’s oyster forks,
and it is possible that this very fork was
used at the famous Trefa Banquet.
It is normally found in the Museum & Archives, but is currently
on loan to the National Museum of
American Jewish History in Philadelphia, where it resides in one of their
DVSSFOUFYIJCJUT
Community members can see
NBOZFYIJCJUTBU#"." 8
Franklin St., which is open from 10
BNQN FWFSZEBZFYDFQU'SJEBZ
and Saturday.
Admission is free, although donations are welcomed.
For details, call (804) 353-2668 or
visit bethahabah.org/bama.

ach year in May, Gila
Chapter of Jewish Women International and the Stahl
family proudly honor a Jewish
woman who has demonstrated a
life long commitment to helping
her community by awarding the
Sofie Stahl Memorial Award.
The 2015 award will be presented during a dessert reception on Wednesday, May 13 at
7:30 p.m.
Founded in 1897, JWI is
the leading Jewish organization empowering women and
girls through economic literacy;
community training; healthy
relationship education; and the
www.JewishRichmond.org

proliferation of women’s leadership. Jewish Women International’s innovative programs,
advocacy, and philanthropic
initiatives protect the fundamental rights of all girls and
women to live in safe homes,
thrive in healthy relationships,
and realize the full potential of
their personal strength.
As in past years, proceeds
from the Sofie Stahl program
support JWI’s National Library
Initiative.
Nominations are now being accepted with a deadline
PG 'FCGPSBOFYDFQUJPOBM
Jewish woman who possesses

outstanding qualities demonstrated through her history of
volunteerism.
This award is being sought
from all of the Richmond area
Jewish organizations and synagogues. In addition, any individual in the community may
nominate someone.
Please send a nominating
letter that includes the following: nominee’s volunteer/community organizations (Jewish
and secular) and years of service, outstanding achievements
in business or professional associations, and a short description
of how the nominee’s leader-

The New York Times

RICHMOND. APRIL 1865.

Sofie Stahl Award nominations being
sought for an Outstanding Volunteer

E

“Emotionally potent...
powerful”

ship participation has made
significant contributions to the
Jewish community.
An electronic template of
the nomination form may be
requested (email Meryl Bernstein at mamameryl@verizon.net).
Letters will be accepted via
USPS or email and should be
sent to: Jewish Women International, Gila Chapter, c/o Meryl
Bernstein, 2806 Burrard Street,
Henrico, VA 23233 or mamameryl@verizon.net.
For questions, call (804)
360-3131) or email her. The
deadline for her to receive these
nominations is Feb. 21.

A YOUNG REBEL OFFICER AND
TWO FREED SLAVES STRUGGLE TO
FIND COMMON GROUND AMIDST
THE ASHES OF A FALLEN CITY.
BY MATTHEW LOPEZ

BFYE

B 13 – MARCH 8

MATTHEW
V I R G I N ILOPEZ
A R E P. O R G

8 0 4 - 2 8 2 - 2 6 2 0

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
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WE HAVE FUN CAMPS FOR ALL SIZES
Adventure Starts Here - Weinstein JCC Summer Day Camps
D
eciding how to spend
your summer can
often be a difficult task.
There are many factors
and considerations that go
into planning the perfect
summer. If only there was
a one-stop shop for your
DIJMETTVNNFSFYQFSJFODF
There is. The options at
Weinstein JCC Day Camps
BSFFYUFOTJWFBOEGFBUVSF
programs and opportunities that fit every interest
and skill level. Our camps
provide a fun and safe environment where children
enhance their social skills
and learn many new things
about themselves and the
world in which they live.
Summers with the
Weinstein JCC are a time

for growth, and all of our
programs and staff are
focused on making a difference in the life of each
camper. Our camps challenge each child and build
confidence—all while
creating community as
they become a part of the
Weinstein JCC Day Camps
family. Come join us for a
summer to truly remember
for a lifetime.
I f yo u h ave a ny
questions about summer
camps and the Weinstein
JCC, contact Camp Hilbert
Director Josh Shenker
at (804) 545-8650 or
jwshenker@weinsteinjcc.org.
We can’t wait to have you
join us. L’hitraot!
See you soon!

(ABOVE) Camp Hilbert campers enjoy games and adventure all summer last year.
(LEFT) Exploring nature is just one of the activities
young ones experience at Camp Ganim.

ADVENTURE STARTS HERE!

AR

A N TE E D F
U

N

GU

Weinstein JCC Summer Day Camps

2015 SUMMER

F

O

R

E

CAMPS
G
E VE RY A

Camp Hilbert and Specialty Camps: Grades K - 10
Camp Ganim: Ages 2 - 5 ✿ Teen Camps ✿ Voices Together
DON'T MISS OUR CAMPS REGISTRATION DAY • FEBRUARY 8 from NOON-3

REGISTER
ONLINE
TODAY!

Food, Music & Games • Weinstein JCC members receive 10% off registration fees that day only!

WEINSTEINJCC.ORG • (804) 288-CAMP
.
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Camp Sababa campers participate in a morning service last summer.

Camp Sababa returns for 5th year

F

or the 5th year, the Richmond Council for
Jewish Education will sponsor Camp SaCBCB BOFYDJUJOHDBNQQSPHSBNEFTJHOFE SVO
and sponsored by the RCJE.
For the last four years, kids from all over
Richmond have enjoyed the fun way of getting
better at Hebrew through singing, dancing, nature, crafts, drama, and special events like Israel
Day, Mayim (water) Day, and Color Wars. Make
sure your child is in on the action.
Sababa is Hebrew slang for “cool,” and the
camp is the coolest way for your children to
make new friends over the summer while learning Hebrew.
It will be held Aug. 10-14, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
'PSXIPN "MMSJTJOH,UIHSBEF+FXJTI
students; rising 7th graders & up can participate
in a Counselor in Training Program
Final registration is due by July 1. For details
on registration, location and pricing, contact Sara
Rosenbaum at (804) 545-8629 or srosenbaum@
jewishrichmond.org.
Goals – To review, refresh, and enhance
Hebrew and prayer skills, to meet students from
other schools and TO HAVE FUN through
outdoor activities, music, crafts, games and more.
Staff – education directors and teachers from
the participating schools and teen aides.
For details, contact your education director or
email campsababarichmond@gmail.com. Or contact
Sara Rosenbaum at the JCFR at (804)545-8629
or srosenbaum@jewishrichmond.org
This program is sponsored by the Richmond
Council for Jewish Education and subsidized by
the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.

Jake Weiss enjoys himself at Camp Gan Israel

Camp Gan Israel,
The Camp Kids Love

C
Jillian Fratkin enjoys Dulce de leche for
Argentina day last summer.

Time Travel was last summer’s theme
at Camp Sababa with travel back to
Israel in 1948.
www.JewishRichmond.org

amp Gan Israel
offers an intimate,
loving environment with
good ol’ fashion summer
fun.
Newly renovated air
conditioned facilities,
daily swimming and the
most amazing counselors, have made Camp
Gan Israel the premiere
choice for young children. ‘It’s the camp kids
love!’
Jake Ciment goes down a sliding board.
Camp Gan Israel is
happy to announce that it
is sesame and peanut free,
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. - $220
and will now be offering: weekly trips with Gan Israel – Ages 6-8 - Weekly trips
ages 6-8 and 9-12, unique specialties to stoke 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. $220
kids interests and imaginations, and a delicious Tween - Ages 9-12 – Weekly trips
meal option - to make camp even more fun 9 a.m. -3 p.m. – $255
- for parents as well.
Chabad Chai Members receive a 20%
June 30 - August 8
discount, up to $250.
Mini Gan Izzy Ages 2-5
For information, contact Chana Weiss at (804)
9 a.m. -1 p.m. – $190/week
FYUPScampganisrael@chabadofva.org.
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BMX BIKING • ROCK BAND • GO KARTS • ROBOTICS • CULINARY ARTS • PAINTBALL • SPORTS
A JEWISH CAMPING TRADITION

.
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410.466.9010

WWW. AIRYLOUISE.ORG

www.JewishRichmond.org

