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Leadership Issue

“We are as great as the 
challenges we have the 
courage to undertake”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
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In Jewish tradition, it is considered 
important for each Jew to listen to the 
traditional sounds of  the Shofar at least 
once during the month leading up to 
Rosh Hashanah. In that spirit, the 
Jewish community of  Greater El Paso 
came together to fulfill that tradition, 
doing it together with our fellow Jews 
from Congregation Beth Yehuda in 
Ciudad Juarez. 

Even though the border barrier 
separated us, we were united in song 
and strengthened by the mighty sound 
of  the shofar, reminding us that we are 
bigger than borders when united by 
faith, courage and the will and resolve 
to leave this world a better place each 
and every day. 

We were led by great teachings 

from Rabbi Larry Karol, Rabbi Scott 
Rosenberg, and Rabbi Ben Zeidman 
with introductions by Debra Kanof  
and Peter Svarzbein. Carlos Gamez 
led us in song.  

Our deep gratitude goes to Tatiana 
Avila, Brian Kanof, Ariel Lysander, 
Peter Svarzbein, and Alison Wester-
mann, along with Officer Martinez 
and Mr. Arcereto. A big thank you also 
goes to the Jewish Federation of  Great-
er El Paso; Debra Kanof, the new chair 
of  the Federation’s Jewish Community 
Relations Council; and Robert French, 
the Federation’s executive director. 
They all helped in organizing and pro-
ducing this beautiful event and mean-
ingful moment for our wonderful and 
special bi-national border community. 
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“Tell me what is it you plan to do with 
your one wild and precious life.”  

Mary Oliver
Life is full of  choices, choices that 

can uplift us when we’re down, fill our 
lives with meaning, inspire creativity 
and laughter. 

The people we are with, the places 
we go, the music we enjoy, whether 
to speak to someone or 
smile, the traditions and 
rituals we practice: these 
are all choices we make.  
“Oh, The Places You’ll 
Go” by Dr. Seuss reminds 
me of  the incredible ex-
periences and people we meet while 
volunteering our time.  I have met so 
many wonderful people in our commu-
nity while serving on a committee or 
working on a project. 

Each day is a new 

day to consciously make new, different, 
maybe mindful choices – choices for 
not only what we do with our time, but 
how well we use our time. Are we truly 
present or do we choose to over think 
and worry instead of  being here, right 
now and making the most of  our time? 

Consciously choose to get involved, 
participate, or show up even when it’s 

uncomfortable or awkward and you 
may surprise yourself. You may even 
decide to lead. 

Leading takes courage, commitment 
and passion; it is rewarding, sometimes 
disappointing, but also empowering. I 
can say from personal experience that 
choosing to lead has made me a bet-
ter person. It has been and continues to 
be an exciting journey serving as JFED 
president.  I have made so many new 
friends and become better acquainted 
with others I may not have ever gotten 
to know.  

It has had its ups and downs, just 
as life has. I have made mistakes, but 
hopefully I have learned from them. 
“Beautiful Oops” by Barney Saltzberg 
is a wonderful children’s book remind-

ing us how mistakes are how we learn. 
The book teaches its readers that mis-
takes are an adventure in creativity, a 
portal to discovery.   

Choose to lead; be the person others 
choose to follow.  Live your values and 
demonstrate commitment, passion and 
trust. Be authentic and true to yourself.  
Consider joining a committee, organiz-

ing a program, or chairing 
an organization.  

Often, leadership is born 
out of  unexpected circum-
stances, but it leads to ful-
fillment and growth.  We 
all make mistakes, but good 

leaders move on; they do not dwell on 
the error, they ask for forgiveness.  

Discover the leader you want to be; 
I have tried to be a mindful leader, but 
sometimes I feel like “Alexander and 
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day” when nothing seems to go 
right. This is the time to take a pause, 
slow down time and breathe.   

At this New Year, I wish you all a 
sweet and Happy New Year and as the 
Day of  Repentance soon follows, I ask 
for your forgiveness for any offense I 
may have knowingly or unknowingly 
caused you.  G’mar Hatimah Tovah.

Janet Kent Wechter
President 

Jewish Federation of  Greater El Paso 

Janet Kent Wechter
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Due Date for the November issue of the Voice: October 10
Due Date for the December issue of the Voice: November 12

Shofar Across Borders
Peter Svarzbein, chair

Carlos Gamez, music director
Rabbi Larry Karol

Rabbi Scott Rosenberg
Rabbi Ben Zeidman 
Alison Westermann 

Brian Kanof, photography 

Lion of Judah and Pomegranate Tea
Jackie Gulbas, hostess

Maimonides Society Roundtable
David and Cindy Metrikin, co-chairs

Emma Schwartz, guest speaker

Cardozo Society Roundtable
Debra Kanof, chair

Allan and Aaron Goldfarb, venue hosts

Borderland’s Cafe Europa
Felipa Solis, executive director, El Paso Pro-Musica

El Paso Holocaust Museum and Study Center
Jamie Flores, director

Jewish Heritage Night @ The Chihuahuas 
Alison Westermann

Todah Rabah to Our VolunteersThank You to Our
“Friends of the Voice” 

Choose to lead: 
Your Federation needs you

Just to be is a blessing.  Just to live is holy.  
Abraham Joshua Herschel

Listen 
Engage 
Appreciate 
Develop 
Empower 
Respect 
Serve
Humor 
Inspire 
Partner

Eileen and Rick Armour
Jennie and Harold Block
Bonnie Colton
Marcia and Bill Dahlberg
Martha and Cliff Eisenberg
Samuel Ellowitz
Harvey Greenberg and 
     Idelle Weisman
Mary Hines
Joyce Jaffee
Alice Kasner
W. Gordon Mahon, Jr.
Susie and Bob May
James McCarthy
Mimi and Alan Pittle
Carina Ramirez

Noel Rosenbaum
Ben Rosenberg
Charlotte Roth
Felicia Rubin
Rochelle Saks
Ann and Tibor Schaechner
Lolli Scott
Bobbi Shapiro
Ann Sochat
Anne and William Spier
Sharon Stein 
Bill Stiller
Lyuba and Aleksander Titovets
Paula Tombosky
Cathy and Jeffrey Weislow
Julie Zimet

To get more involved in your Jewish 
Federation, call Sue Bendalin 

at 842-9554
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We prize 
leadership. 
For our 
youth there 
are lead-

ership camps. For students there are 
often leadership programs in schools 
and universities. Many large compa-
nies have leadership tracks for their 
most promising young professionals. In 
truth all of  us are leaders in some way 
at some time: in the community, in our 
work, in our families and social circles. 

Often the role of  leadership fluctu-
ates, sometimes putting us front and 
center and then a moment later rele-
gating us to the back seat while the role 
of  director falls to someone else. It is a 
hard thing to be a leader. Hardest of  all 
is attempting to lead a group of  people 
who don’t know how to be followers!

After the Exodus, our ancestors ap-
proached the Holy Land. Moses sent 

out scouts (or spies) to check out the 
Promised Land and report back. Their 
report was not overly optimistic, so the 
Israelites rebelled against God and Mo-
ses’ leadership (Numbers 13-14). They 
proved what we readers suspected from 
the early verses 
of  Exodus, that 
this was not a 
generation ca-
pable of  being 
led. The punishment of  wandering the 
desert for forty years was more than 
just a reprimand. Leaving the entry to 
a new generation of  Israelites was nec-
essary, as first the Israelites needed to 
learn how to be followers.

When we take on the position (for-
mal or informal) of  leadership, Moses 
has much to teach us. But the Israelites 
teach us how not to follow. The respon-
sibilities of  the community while being 
led are as important as the duties of  

the leader. Assuming competent lead-
ership, we must strive to avoid the mis-
takes our ancestors made while in the 
desert. This includes: 

1. Playing an active role in vision-
ing for the future so that our aspirations 

inform our 
leaders’ de-
cisions (like 
the elders of  
Israel who 

supported Moses in his work).
2. Avoiding feelings of  nostalgia 

from becoming so powerful they in-
spire us to demand a return to that 
which we’ve purposefully departed (like 
Egypt).

3. Not getting distracted by the 
shiny, fancy things along the way which 
are half-measures or antithetical to our 
purpose (like the golden calf, see Exo-
dus 32).

4. Keeping ourselves from rushing 

our leadership while they are engaging 
us in a thoughtful process forward (like 
rushing into the Holy Land after we’ve 
been tasked with wandering, see Num-
bers 14:40-45).

5. Speaking up but speaking with a 
sense of  respect for the trials of  leader-
ship, honoring those who have given of  
themselves for the community (unlike 
Korach, see Numbers 16).

The Torah’s description of  the Isra-
elites’ behavior reminds us how hard it 
is to follow the leader. That’s especially 
true today, when all of  us are leaders in 
some capacity in our lives and may be 
tempted to become frustrated by other 
leaders’ styles and sensibilities. Let us 
first and foremost celebrate those who 
take on the formal roles of  leadership 
in our communities. Let us find ways to 
“lead from behind.” 

Rabbi Ben Zeidman
Temple Mount Sinai
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Rabbi Ben Zeidman

What Moses and the Israelites teach us 
about leading – and following

“...all of  us are leaders in some 
capacity of  our lives...”
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A newcomer to our Jewish 

community, Adam moved to 

El Paso in 2018 with his wife 

Amanda, an El Paso native. At 

30, he’s already built a port-

folio of professional success 

in advertising circles in Dal-

las and the high-tech world 

in San Francisco. Now an 

acquisition and relationship 

manager working remotely 

for Upwork.com, Adam re-

cently stepped up to chair 

ElPasoConnect, a group for 

those of us in our 20s, 30s and 

40s. Now in its second year, 

ElPasoConnect is run by the 

Jewish Federation of Greater 

El Paso with a grant from the 

Jewish Community Founda-

tion of El Paso. 

What do you value the most in your friends? 
Integrity.

What might we be surprised to learn about your interests?
I grew up liking hard rock music and playing the drums.

Who’s your favorite Jewish hero? 
Gary Vaynerchuk. He’s an incredible entrepreneur and 

author who immigrated with his parents from Russia and 
came from nothing and is now a media and advertising 
leader – I like his positiveness and messages for happi-
ness.

What’s your favorite Sukkot memory?
Amanda and I loved sharing a Sukkot meal in Dallas 

with the Rabbi of Intown Chabad and his wife on the roof-
top of their beautiful facility. We felt warm and connected 
and it was those kinds of special moments that led us to-
ward having him perform our marriage.

What is the best thing about being part of El Paso’s Jewish 
community?  

I appreciate the fact that it is on the small side – there’s a 
level of intimacy. You’re typically only one degree of separa-
tion from people who are successful personally and profes-
sionally and you can learn from them.

As a young couple who lived in Dallas and San Francisco, 
what excites you and Amanda about our community? 

More people here are interested in starting their families 
and there is a lot of potential for new people to meet and 
form connections and friendships.

What message do you have for those who are unaffiliated 
in the Jewish community?

Being Jewish, we have the tradition of looking out for 
one another and supporting each other. When you get 

involved, you experience your own growth and you can 
benefit with important friendships.

As the new chair of ElPasoConnect, what do you hope to 
achieve?

I hope to bring out people who haven’t been involved 
and create an approachable environment. I want to inject 
energy into the group, showing people that it’s a good 
time, without pressure. I hope others will learn that there 
are a lot of great people who are connected to the Jewish 
community at various levels. There is the potential to have 
fun and take part in social and professional networking.
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Up Close: Adam Levine

Grew up:  Kansas City; parents are Terry and Julie Levine 
Married: Amanda Metrikin Levine, daughter of Dr. David 
and Cindy Metrikin
Graduated: University of Kansas, majoring in advertising 
and business
Employed: Upwork, an online platform connecting 
employers to freelancers
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Feeling the Love: Our Journey to South America
In July, we spent nine days explor-

ing Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay, exploring escuelas 
(schools), youth programs, universities, 
synagogues and Holocaust memorials. 
The di-
chotomy 
of  going 
from the 
very busy 
and loud to the very silent was not lost on 
us. Yet in the silence there was also water 
(rebirth). 

A major component of  Judaism is 
passing traditions l’dor vador (generation 
to generation) to keep them alive.  Anoth-
er important component is remembering 
- even the very sad... “and you will tell 
your sons/daughters ... say their names 
as they will not be forgotten.”

This message came back to us when 
we were speaking with Holocaust survi-
vors, meeting teens who work so hard just 
to keep their faith/identity alive, remem-
bering those lives lost during the two hor-

rific bombings in Buenos Aires: the Israe-
li Embassy 27 years ago and the Jewish 
Community Center 25 years ago. Then 
while we were away, we were shocked by 
the shooting in our own hometown.  We 

felt the 
love, the 
bonding 
of  all be-
ing one 

people – so far away yet so closely bound.  
When you attend a mission, you re-

ally see how we work together and help 
each other and come together in times 
of  need.  We were amazed at the work 
the Jewish Federations of  North America 
(JFNA) and the partner agencies are do-
ing in these areas.  

We were struck by how they were 
able to react quickly in crisis and come 
up with more than they thought they 
could, because of  the generosity of  our 
Jewish communi-
ties.  JFNA is the 
second largest char-

ity in the 
world with 
more than 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 
d o n o r s ; 
there are 
146 Fed-
eration and 
N e t w o r k 
Communi-
ties like our 
Federation 
that have 
the same 
m i s s i o n 
and aspirations.

We take care of  the needs of  
the Jewish people and we build 
a vibrant future. We are together 
in crisis and in joy.

We were so fortunate to be 
able to share these moving ex-
periences together and with so 
many, many other dedicated 

people from all over the country.  The 
enthusiasm and energy were contagious 
from the moment we arrived.  We re-
newed acquaintances with friends from 
other trips and met and learned from new 
friends.  All leaders in their own commu-
nities, all with a passion for the Jewish 
people.  

In the 
w o r d s 
of  Linda 
Hurwitz, 
a passionate, dedicated leader with de-
cades of  experience in all areas of  Feder-
ation work, “Each of  us may be ordinary 

people, but an ordinary 
person can do extraordi-
nary things.” 

Rabbi Alex Felch was 
our Scholar in Residence 
on the trip. Rabbi Alex is 
a native of  Buenos Aires 
who graduated 
from the Hebrew 
University of  Je-
rusalem where he 
specialized in the 
history of  the Jew-
ish People.  

Rabbi Alex 
knows firsthand 
how Federation 

make a difference. He was a re-
cipient of  Federation help.  His 
father passed away at age 40 and 
his mother had to go to work to 
support her children.  With schol-
arships they were able to attend 
school, camp and college. He now 
provides leadership to so many 
and shared his knowledge and 
friendship with us.

We could go on and on about the 
incredible journey we shared and the 
beauty of  the programs we saw and the 
people we met, all because of  the gener-
osity and caring of  so many people.

If  you want to be more involved with 
what we do, if  you want to be a part of  

sustain-
ing Jew-
ish life 
around 
t h e 

world please contact Robert French, 
executive director; Janet Wechter, presi-
dent; or any of  our board members. We 
would love to continue the conversation. 

Sue Bendalin
Campaign Director

Wendy Lanski
Campaign Co-Chair, 2020-21

We take care of  the needs of  the Jewish 
people and we build a vibrant future.

“Each of  us may be ordinary people, but an 
ordinary person can do extraordinary things.” 
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Anusim Center of El Paso 

President: Bill Carvajal
1st VP: Ralph Garcia
2nd VP: Don Scharf
 3rd VP: John Garcia 
Treasurer: William Radcliffe
Secretary: Samuel Cohen
David Sabal
Neora Garcia
Yolanda Radcliffe
Alia D. Garcia-Ureste  
Gilbert R. Ureste

Congregation B’nai Zion

President: Edward Dubowitz
1st Vice President: David Sabal
2nd Vice President: Samuel Cohen
3rd Vice President: Felicia Rubin
Treasurer: Mike Batkin
Secretary: Dora Roe
Immediate Past President: Shane Lipson
William Carvajal     
Lee Chayes
Debbie Cohen    
Guy Hauptman
Holly Hernandez
Michael Kuchinsky
Ray Mesta   
Stephen Newcomb                 
Adam Rosenfield
Jaime Rubinstein
Peter Svarzbein
Sarah Williams  
Luis Wong

Congregation B’nai Zion Sisterhood

Co-Presidents: Debra Cohen and Sarah Williams
VP Membership: Debra Cohen
VP Programming: Sarah Williams
Treasurer: Blanca Carrasco
Recording Secretary: Dora Roe
Corresponding Secretary: Eileen Armour
Parliamentarian: Debra Cohen
Holly Hernandez
Beth Kurland
Joyce Lieb
Alex Sosa
Anabel Wong

Congregation B’nai Zion United Synagogue 
Youth

Interim President: Julian Cohen
(officers determined in October)

El Paso Holocaust Museum and Study Center

President: Mika Cohen Jones
Vice President: Jennifer Giese
Treasurer: Robert Beckoff
Secretary: Cynthia Henry
Past-President: Justin Pretiger
Eileen Armour
Weylin Burlingame
Dr. Marc Ellman
Art Fierro
Allison Gaddy
Tommy Goldfarb
Sarah Heller Pena
Sammy Holaschutz
Ira Horowitz, MD
Audrey Lavi
Gregory Martin
Cindy Metrikin
Marilyn Silverstein

Jane Snow
Rabbi Ben Zeidman
Honorary Board Members:
Walter Chayes
Rose Schecter

El Paso Jewish Academy 

President: Steven Lanski
Vice President: Ellyce Kimmelman 
Treasurer: Jerry Rubin 
Secretary: Debra Pazos
Linda Corral
Bita Mobbs
Dan Sonnen
Alijan Sosa
Randy Wechter

El Paso Jewish Community Foundation

President: Cliff Eisenberg        
Vice President: Alan Krasne
Vice President: Stuart P. Shiloff          
Vice President: Randy Wechter            
Treasurer: Rose Schecter        
Secretary: Robin Furman
Marcia Dahlberg
Brenda Ehrlich
Joyce Jaffee
Robert Krasne
Meyer Marcus
Cindy Metrikin
Keith Myers
Jerry Rubin
Robert Shiloff
Ex Officio: 
Allan Goldfarb 
Jon Sonnen

Hadassah El Paso

Co-Presidents: Audrey Lavi and Cherryll Lieberman 
VP Communications: Joyce Gronich, Region 
PRAZE* Portfolio Chair
VP Membership: Mindy Dember 
Co-VP PRAZE: Debra Cohen
Co-VP PRAZE: Marcia Schwartz 
Treasurer: Jane Warach
Recording Secretary: Lisa Mitchell 
National Hadassah Portfolio Council Coordinator, 
Member & Unit Services:  Kacy Spivack
National Hadassah Portfolio Council Chapter 
Coordinator: Haidi Appel, Facebook chapter 
coordinator
*PRAZE: Programing/Advocacy/Zionism/ 
Education

J Center for Early Learning

President: Sarah Heller Pena
Vice President: Lindy Eisen
Treasurer: Stuart Shiloff
Secretary: vacant
Immediate Past President: Harriet Roth
Stephanie Calvo
Mark Fenenbock
Bruce Gulbas
Shea Marcus Herman
Gary Nadler

Debby Robalin
Neal Rosendorf
Wendy Siegel
Honorary-non-voting:
Nancy Shiloff

Jewish Federation of Greater El Paso

President: Janet Wechter
Treasurer: Hal Ettinger
Secretary: Dr. Ophra Leyser-Whalen
Campaign Chair: Leslie Beckoff, with Cindy Graff 
Cohen, Robin Furman and Wendy Lanski
JCRC Chair: Deb Kanof
Immediate Past President: Eitan Lavi
Stephanie Calvo
Dr. Cesar Carrasco
Shari Ehrlich
Martha Eisenberg
Robin Furman
Ben Kaufman
Monika Kimball
Wendy Lanski
Melissa Silverstein
Daniel Sonnen
Dr. Bill Stein
Peter Svarzbein

Jewish War Veterans - Maurice Kubby Post 749

Commander: Allen Goodman
Senior Vice Commander (SVC): Scott Stevens
Junior Vice Commander (JVC): Tanya Rose
Staff Judge Advocate (SJA): Julian Gonzalez-
Herrell
JWV Commander for the Department of Texas, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma: Scott Stevens
 
Temple Beth-El Las Cruces 

President: Cheryl Decker 
Vice-President: Joanne Turnbull
Secretary: Steve Haydu
Treasurer: Michael Mandel
Mensch Club Representative: Art Lorbeer
Sisterhood Representative: Dee Cook
Barbara Berger
Pearie Bruder
Luke Duddridge
Art Lorbeer
Martha Roditti

Leading Our Jewish Community 2019-20
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Nan Rubin
Ruth Rubin
Lynn Zeemont
Rabbi Larry Karol, ex-officio

Temple Beth-El Sisterhood Council

Treasurer: Lynn Zeemont
Secretary: Diane Fleishman
Dee Cook
Bev Duddridge
Rosemarie Livigni
Aggie Saltman 

Temple Beth-El Mensch Club

President: David Decker
Vice-President: Luke Duddridge
Secretary: Jeff Lewis
Treasurer: Dave Zeemont

Temple Mount Sinai 

President: David Leffman
Vice President: Cynthia Bass
Vice President: Bob Novick
Vice President: Susie Novick
Vice President: Nathan Stevens
Secretary: Debbie Hamlyn
Immediate Past President: Jack Heydemann
Haidi Appel
Darren Brown

Erika Lopez-Bertiery
Susan Jaffee
Dan Kaplan
Karen Kaplowitz
Vladik Kreinovich
Noelle Meyer
David Pearlman
Louann Pranses
Stuart Schwartz
Ellen Goodman (Sh’lichei Kehillah)

Temple Mount Sinai Women of Reform
Judaism Sisterhood

President: Tina Wolfe
Vice President: Noel Small
Treasurer: Marcia Dahlberg
Secretary: Naomi Estrada
Publicity: Jan Wolfe  

Temple Mount Sinai Youth

President: Macy Gluck
Andrew Cabrera 
Riley Miner
Aaron Rosendorf
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TEXAS NEURODIAGNOSTIC, HEADACHE
& SLEEP DISORDERS CENTER, P.A.

BORIS KAIM, M.D. F.A.A.N., FAASM
Board Certified in Neurology, Psychiatry and Sleep Medicine

PRACTICE LIMITED TO CONSULTIVE NEUROLOGY,
PSYCHIATRY, ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY,

NERVE CONDUCTION, EMG, SLEEP DISORDERS,
AND TESTING FOR DIABETIC NEUROPATHIES.

2311 N. Mesa, Bldg. F • El Paso, Texas 79902
Phone: (915) 544-6400
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Can children learn to be leaders? 
At The J Center for Early Learn-

ing, we empower our students to 
take on leadership roles in their 

classrooms right from the start.  We 
provide our students with hands-on 
opportunities that focus on building 
the cognitive, social, language, 
creative, and physical skills 
that enable students to be to 
be knowledge bearers and re-
searchers in their own learning 
experiences.  

J Center children help plan 
the path of  the learning that oc-
curs in their classroom and they 
lead each other through the 
journey of  collaboration, prob-
lem solving and the develop-
ment of  critical thinking skills 
which leads to understanding.  
They are all leaders of  their 
own exploration and learning.  

The teachers also provide 
opportunities that promote 
other types of  leadership such 
as collaboratively composing 
the classroom rules that govern 
how the students interact with 

one another. All students advocate 
for the rules they feel are necessary 
and everyone must vote and agree 
upon them. If  ever there’s an issue, 
the students revisit the rules to dis-
cuss whether they need to amend 
them.  Through this process the chil-
dren begin to learn about advocacy 
and democracy.

The students also determine the 
roles and responsibilities necessary 
to run the classroom and then dis-
tribute the jobs, taking turns each 
week.  They take on roles such as 
meal server, line leader, and kindness 
or mitzvah reporter. 

Throughout our program the stu-
dents also learn the importance of  
taking care of  themselves and their 
families, and also our community, 
too.  Each week at our Shabbat Ser-
vice they collect tzedakah and at the 
end of  the semester it’s donated to a 

charity they choose.  They learn, at 
this tender age, that although they 
are small, working together they can 
make a big difference.  This message 
of  tikkun olam – helping to improve 
the world – will hopefully be forma-
tive for these, our future community 
leaders. 

Meg Birk
Director

J Center for Early Learning
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