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community photos

Yavneh Day School's robotics team, The Yavneh Blaze, participated 
in the Wonder League Robotics Competition for its first time. Out of 
720 teams in California, the team was awarded first place and got a 
perfect score achieving all of the five missions. The team just submitted 
their final challenge for the National Level. Wish them luck!

Aviva Aron-Dine (pictured, center) served in the Administration of President Obama in three 
capacities. At first she was the Special Assistant to the President for Economic Policy. Then she 
served as the acting chief economist for OMB ( Office of Management and Budget). Her final 
position was as  Senior Counselor to the HHS (Health and Human Services) Secretary Sylvia 
Burwell. In college Aviva was a Kohn Fellow at the Jewish Community Relations Council in SF 
working with Rabbi Doug Kohn. Aviva is the daughter of Rabbi Melanie Aron of Shir Hadash.

Members of the South Bay's 
Jewish community have been 
making their voices heard as 
part of nationwide protests. 
Congregation Emeth in Morgan 
Hill joined the San Jose 
Women's March on January 21. 
Mindy Berkowitz, Executive 
Director of JFS (pictured left), 
spoke out during a Rally for 
Refugees in Mountain View on 
February 12.

TEPS Raises $15,000 for Pediatric Cancer

Former Presidential Advisor Is Yavneh Alum

Jewish Voices Part of National Dialogue

Yavneh Robotics Team 
Tops in California

For the 30 days of September, the Temple Emanu-El Preschool (TEPS) community 
came together to raise awareness and funds for pediatric cancer.  Pediatric cancer 
has become personal for TEPS with the loss of our congregant Juliet in March and 
with the struggle that our congregant0 India, a cancer survivor, went through.  As 
a school and community we needed to begin to heal, and the best way was to take 
action and try to change the future. We joined unravelcancer.org and set our goal 
of $4,800.00.  We asked for families who would like to be fluttered (having their 
front yard decorated), and the requests were overwhelming.  Over the next 30 days, 
we raised approximately $15,000 and fluttered 190 homes!  We visited old students, 
current students, friends of friends of friends and total strangers.  We were met with 
encouragement and stories of others who have struggled with cancer.  One of the most 
heartwarming stories involved a former TEPS student named Charlotte.  Charlotte 
was friends with Juliet, and learning at the age of 5 that a child could die was very 
hard.  Charlotte raised $9.00 at her lemonade stand and donated that money to our 
special campaign.  The generosity and kindness that Charlotte showed touched us all.   
Watching Juliet's big sister flutter homes meant she was able to take action instead of 
feeling helpless.  Watching 8-year-old India flutter against a disease she has personally 
fought empowered her to fight back.  Seeing the support of the community here, across 
the state, and around the world was a great reminder of the good in people.  Our 
TEPS community is strong and the branches reach out very far. We are so thankful for 
the community we have created!
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Jonathan Michael Moreno
Adan & Denise Moreno of Temple Emanu-
El are proud to announce the birth of son 
Jonathan on October 19, 2016. He was 
named for Denise’s grandfathers, her father 
and her “bonus” father. Grandparents Carol 
Hoffman, Adan & Rosario Moreno and 
Esperanza Moreno could not be happier. Big 
Sister Aubrey is thrilled to have a new best 
friend!

Harriet Salzman
Harriet was called to the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah on February 25 at Temple 
Emanu-El. Her Hebrew education began 
when she was nine years old and the rabbi 
who prepared her brother for his Bar 
Mitzvah taught her as well. At the time, 
girls were not allowed to have Bat Mitzvahs 
but her father assured her that one day it 
would come to pass. Seventy four years 

later, she was ready! She was surrounded by many family members and 
friends for this celebration. Her mitzvah projects have been many during 
her life. She has always reached out to those in need through her work at 
Chai House and the Jewish Family Service organization, among others, 
and has made a difference as she walked through the world.

Jeremy Meltzer 
Son of Jonathan & Alissa Meltzer was 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
February 18. He is an honor roll student 
at Union Middle School and is passionate 
about sports – both watching and playing. 
Jeremy is a loyal Red Sox, Patriots and 
Celtics fan. He is an All-Star baseball 
player, a member of the UMS volleyball 
and basketball teams and enjoys playing 
flag football with friends. For his mitzvah 

project, he is collecting baseball equipment for children in need.

Maya Raquel Benaroya 
Daughter of Melissa & Russell Benaroya 
was called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on February 4 at Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 
Seattle, WA. As part of the service Maya 
sang and was accompanied on the guitar 
by her father.  For her Bat Mitzvah project 
Maya regularly volunteers at the NW 
Harvest Food Bank. Maya attends Lake 
Washington School for Girls and enjoys 
singing and playing the ukulele.  Maya 
and her brother, Shane (10) love to play 
lacrosse and go skiing. She is also an avid 
reader and is currently reading Hamilton 

and looks forward to seeing the play when it comes to Seattle next year. 
Maya’s mother, Melissa and grandmother Ann Lee were raised at Temple 
Emanu-El in San Jose.

simchas

Please send announcements and photos to Andrea Greyber at 
andrea.greyber@gmail.com or phone her at (408) 377-6224.

Called to the Torah

Births

by Andrea Cohen Greyber

Ronel Minkowski
Son of Yuval & Julia Minkowski was 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
February 25 at Congregation Sinai. He 
is a seventh grade student at Yavneh Day 
School and enjoys playing video games, 
coding, swimming and tennis. Ronel’s 
younger sister, Shira and brother Idan 
are also students at Yavneh. Ronel speaks 
French, Russian, Hebrew and English and 
has traveled in Israel, Belgium and Russia. 
He was very happy that relatives came 
from Europe for this special occasion. As 

part of his Bar Mitzvah project, he and his father created a paper to help 
children with ADHD and would be helpful to any young people with 
writing difficulties. 

Get your JValley News to go.
Visit jvalley.org/news to read current and 

past issues wherever you go.
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By all accounts, fifteen-year-old Dawit Berhanyu would look right at home 
hanging out with friends at any mall in Silicon Valley. Dawit likes to dress 
stylishly. He adores Snapchat, especially the vampire filter. He has a wry 
smile and wide, expressive eyes. Dawit is Ethiopian and is here for one 
reason only.

“He has idiopathic scoliosis,” explained Dr. Jeffrey Kanel, orthopedic surgeon 
at OrthoNorCal in Campbell and past president of the Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley. “It’s genetic, and Dawit’s case is on the mild side.”

Scoliosis causes a curvature of the spine that leads to varying degrees of 
physical deformity. Depending on the severity of the curvature, treatment 
can include a back brace or surgery. In Dawit’s case, surgery is the only way 
to correct his scoliosis.

The six-hour surgery involves inserting screws and rods into Dawit’s back that 
will straighten his spine. Recovery is surprisingly quick, with Dawit up and 
walking within days. He is expected to return home by the end of March.

Dr. Kanel’s involvement in Dawit’s case began when he saw the 
documentary Zememe, which was shown at the Silicon Valley Jewish 
Film Festival in 2015. The film chronicles the work of Dr. Rick Hodes, 
an American physician who has lived and worked in Ethiopia for over 20 
years. Hodes is the Medical Director of Ethiopia for the American Jewish 
Distribution Committee (JDC). He was hired by the JDC in 1990 as a 
medical advisor initially charged with caring for 25,000 potential Ethiopian 
immigrants to Israel. The centerpiece of Hodes’ work is helping sub-Saharan 
African children get access to treatments and surgery that are unavailable in 
that part of the world. 

“Dr. Hodes is an inspiration,” Kanel said. “Despite the lack of proper 
surgical facilities in Ethiopia, he’s been able to secure the assistance of 
surgeons like myself to help these children.”

Dr. Kanel and Good Samaritan Hospital are providing their services at no charge. 

“I can do this, so why not do it?” Kanel explained. “It’s an opportunity to do 
some real good. And this surgery will change his life.”

“I was first contacted by Dr. Hodes on January 23,” Kanel said. “Good 
Samaritan Hospital and OrthoNorCal were able to secure the necessary visas 
on Dawit’s behalf, but he needed to travel alone. His family couldn’t come 
with him.”

Dawit’s recovery took place at the home of Edye and Larry Stein in 
Sunnyvale, who volunteered to care for him.

“We’ve hosted exchange students before,” Edye Stein said. “We’ve been part 
of the Big Brother program. For our family, this is an enormous honor. 
Caring about other people is independent of religion or nationality. Dawit 
needed us.”

Arriving in Silicon Valley after his flight from Ethiopia, Dawit was initially 
overwhelmed by the area. But he adjusted quickly, according to Evye Stein.
“We had a great time shopping,” she said. “He’s got a terrific sense of humor 
and a keen sense of style. He’s very particular about what he wears, like any 

teenager I know.”

“Language is obviously an issue,” Stein explained. “Good Samaritan 
Hospital has provided translation services to us, but we’ve also had pretty 
good success communicating through Google Translate.”

Dawit speaks with his mother in Ethiopia daily. While the separation from 
his family is hard, his ability to grow up without the weight of his disability 
is worth the sacrifice.

“It’s a tremendous act of faith for his mother to let him fly halfway across 
the world,” Stein said. “I can only imagine what she’s going through.”

“It’s a testament to Dr. Hodes’ reputation in Ethiopia,” Kanel added. “His 
dedication to his patients has earned him the complete trust of everyone.”

In addition to his surgery, Dawit also received dental services from Dr. 
Howard May, another past president of the Federation. And just like the rest 
of Dawit’s experience, Dr. May’s services were provided at no charge.

“We’re overwhelmed by the level of generosity our community has 
provided,” said Jyl Jurman, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley. 
“When Jeff approached me to explain what he was doing, we were able 
to find Dawit a caring place to stay and even get him to the dentist. We 
turned to members of our community, people like Ethiopian native Nebi 
Alemu and immigration attorney Yemi Getachew, who were able to provide 
translation and legal services to help make this all possible. This is what 
being Jewish is all about. We help people, no matter who they are.”

408.408.206.6505      www.blue-moon-productions.com

Wedding and Bar/Bat Mitzvah Videography

PERSPECTIVES

Jewish Community 
Gives Ethiopian Teen 
A New Lease on Life
By Jeff Rosenplot, Editor, JValley News

Dr. Jeffrey Kanel meets with Dawit Berhanyu prior to performing pro bono surgery 
to correct the Ethiopian teen's scoliosis.

Home of Peace 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

Founded 1853 

 

Owned and operated by Temple Emanu-El 
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned 

Cemetery, Mausoleum, and Columbarium.
Pre-Need Terms 

Wayne Rose, Administrator 
(408) 266-4184 

cemetery@templesanjose.org  
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At South Peninsula Hebrew Day School, Jewish holidays are not only a 
time of celebration and learning — they are also an opportunity to do good 
in the world.  In learning about the Purim mitzvah of mishloach manot, 
this year the school did something beyond the usual student-to-student 
mishloach manot exchanges. 

“Part of our goal is to transmit thinking about the broader Jewish 
community, so we loved this idea because it allows students to give not 
only to one another, but also to those outside our school, who may be less 
fortunate and may not have family nearby,” said Rabbi Dovid Lieberman, 
SPHDS’s Campus Rabbi, Judaic Studies coordinator and a teacher at 
the school.  “The reason for giving mishloach manot in the first place is to 
increase positive relationships among people.  With the mishloach manot 
project, students contribute and feel connected to klal Israel, the overall 
community.”

The Parents’ Association-led initiative took students out of the classroom 
and into the larger local Jewish community.  During the week leading up 
to Purim, students from preschool through 8th grade brought in various 
packaged goods to donate.  Next, the students worked together as a school-
wide project to assemble the goods into about 30 beautiful mishloach manot 
bags and baskets.

On March 9, the baskets were then delivered to Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services (JFCS), and the Moldaw Senior Residence at the 
Oshman Family JCC.  Jennifer Kipper, mother of a 4th and 2nd grader 
who accompanied the children on the mishloach manot mission, said the 
baskets were beautiful, colorful and overflowing.  “I was surprised at how 
huge the baskets were; I had trouble fitting them all in my car!” she said.

The SPHDS school choir went to the JCC Moldaw Residence to deliver the 
mishlochei manot and to perform songs in honor of the upcoming holiday.  
The choir sang songs in both Hebrew and English, accompanied on guitar 
by choir director and school music teacher Sarah Sokolovsky.   

“The kids were very charming.  They introduced themselves and shared 
something about themselves, and then they sang,” said Nicole Ayalon, 
parent of a 1st and a 3rd grader who accompanied the children to the senior 
residence.

After the performance, each child distributed a basket to each resident.  
A Moldaw Residence staffer told the group that additional baskets the 
students made would be delivered to bedridden patients to provide much-
needed Purim cheer.

Fourth grade choir member Meital Hadar described the experience as “very 
fun. I could tell the seniors were having a good time.  It made me feel really 
good to sing for them and bring mishloach manot.” 

“I think mishloach manot is a great idea because not only is the person happy 
when you give it to them, but you feel happy about giving, too,” she added.

“It was great to see how excited the kids were,” said Ayalon.  “And the 
residents really seemed to appreciate it,” she added.  “It’s so important for  

our kids to give something back to the community. Generations before did 
so much for us. The least we can do is give back a little.”

“This trip was important for the students.  It spurred conversation as to how 
they could help in other ways, and give back to the community.” said school 
principal Dr. Ann Goewert.

“There was a festive atmosphere.  The kids were on their best behavior, 
and at the same time, they were excited and on a high. We talked about 
the mitzvah of  bringing joy to others, especially elders and those with 
compromised health.  They learned that there is a whole extended part of 
our community that warrants our dedication, respect and good deeds,” said 
Ayalon.  “It was amazing!” 

PERSPECTIVES

Mishloach Manot 
"Mitzvah Mission"
By Esther Rosenfeld, South Peninsula Hebrew Day School

Students from South Peninsula Hebrew Day School pose with gift bags presented to those in need 
as part of their mishloach manot mission. 
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THE ARTS
Danny Maseng's Artistic Journey 
By Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy  
Congregation Shir Hadash

Jewish music has existed for thousands of years and 
it continues to grow and evolve. In the Reform 
movement, it began with Salomon Sulzer and 
Louis Lewandowski. In my generation, we have 
seen composers following in their footsteps creating 
musical compositions for solo and choir, such as 
Max Helfman, Max Janowski, Bonia Shur, Michael 
Isaacson, and Ben Steinberg. We have also seen 
the emergence of composers creating music that 
congregations can sing such as, Debbie Friedman, Jeff 
Klepper and Danny Maseng (and many more).

Cantor Jennifer Frost says the following to describe 
Danny Maseng’s music, "Danny's music stirs the soul, 
ignites the spirit and lights the Jewish spark within 
us all." One of Danny Maseng’s most popular pieces 
is his composition of Ma Tovu. This composition 
was composed both as a solo piece which is easily 
accessible for a congregation to sing and he also set it 
for cantor and choir. Another popular composition 
of Danny’s is Elohai N’tzor.  Many of Maseng’s 

compositions are written this way: accessible for 
a congregation to sing and composed to involve a 
congregational choir.  

Born in Israel to American parents, Danny first came 
to the United States to star on Broadway in Only Fools 
Are Sad. A playwright, actor, singer and composer, 
Danny has served as Evaluator of New American 
Plays/Opera-Musical Theater for the National 
Endowment For The Arts, as the Director of the 
Spielberg Fellowships for the FJC, as Spiritual Leader 
of URJ congregation Agudas Achim in NY and as 
Cantor of Temple Israel of Hollywood in California.  
Danny is most excited to now be the Chazzan and 
Spiritual Leader of Makom LA, a new, dynamic, post-
denominational Jewish Community, in Los Angeles. 

Danny's critically acclaimed off-Broadway musical 
Wasting Time with Harry Davidowitz:The Musical 
Journey of a Jewish Soul  along with his innovative 
Soul on Fire  and Let There Be Light productions, are 
just three exciting projects that have earned Danny 
accolades.

It has been nine years, since Danny was at 
Congregation Shir Hadash as a scholar-in-residence.  
Sharing some recognizable compositions and some 
new ones, Danny will join Cantor Felder-Levy, 
our volunteer adult choir and our junior choir at 
Congregation Shir Hadash’s Volunteer Recognition 
Shabbat on Friday, May 19 at 8:00pm.  Danny travels 
the world, inspiring, teaching and rekindling the love 
of Judaism through Torah, Kabbalah, Jewish Culture 
and the Arts.  He tells wonderful stories and shares his 
vast knowledge of Judaism and of Jewish music.  

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson said, "Your music is soul-
stirring, in part because of your considerable talent 
and artistry, but deepened and sweetened by your 
soul, which shines through everything you do"

As we recognize our volunteers, with Danny Maseng’s 
help, we give the gift of song.  What a great gift for a 
congregation called Shir Hadash – a New Song!

You can hear some of Danny Maseng’s music on his 
website: http://dannymaseng.com/main.html.

Theatre Chevruta concludes its fourth season at the APJCC with Neil Simon’s 
hilarious comedy, Fools. This rarely-performed play was inspired by the timeless 
Jewish folktales about the wise men of Chelm, a semi-fictional village in Eastern 
Europe. 

“Many people these days need a chance to just laugh,” says Doug Brook, 
Theatre Chevruta’s artistic director. “That’s what Fools provides. It’s 
straightforward, simple, endearing fun for all ages.” 

 Performances are Saturday, April 22 at 7pm, and Sunday April 23 at 2pm. 
Each performance is followed by a short, optional talkback where the audience 
can ask questions of the cast and staff or just hear about the process and what’s 
behind the play. Tickets are available now on the APJCC website, apjcc.org/
fools/, or call (408) 357-7492.

Fools is about the inhabitants of a small Russian village, Kulyenchikov, that 
intelligence passed over. A newly-arrived teacher has just twenty-four hours to 
save the village from its curse of ignorance. 

Simon wanted to write something based on the stories that he’d heard as a child. 
In his memoirs, Simon says, “It was based very loosely on the stories of Sholom 
Aleichem, wherein he wrote about a fictional village in middle Europe called… 
Chelm.” 

In an event inexplicably omitted from the Torah, after the world was created 
an angel was sent to deliver one fool to every city. However, the bag broke, and 
they all ended up in Chelm. This led to a unique, peculiar brand of wisdom.  

For example, when asked if the sun or moon is more important, the rabbi 
answered, “The moon is more important. It shines at night when we need it to 
shine, but the sun shines during the day when it’s already light outside.”  

This laugh-out-loud feast of puns and malaprops was written by the playwright 
who has brought countless Broadway comedies including The Odd Couple, 
Barefoot in the Park, Brighton Beach Memoirs, Biloxi Blues, I Ought To Be In 
Pictures, They’re Playing Our Song, Lost in Yonkers, The Goodbye Girl, Sweet 

Charity, Murder by Death, They’re 
Playing Our Song, Promises, Promises, 
and many, many more.

The cast is Theatre Chevruta’s usual 
mix of newcomers and returning 
artists, from both the JCC and local 
theatre communities. The teacher, 
Leon Tolchinsky, is played by Adam 
Contugno. Steve Shapiro, who 
memorably appeared as the father 
and several other men in My Name 
is Asher Lev, returns as the village doctor. Dina Morgan is Sophia, the doctor’s 
daughter and Leon’s student, and the doctor’s wife is Karen Fahrner. 

Yenchna, a village vendor, is played by Sylvia Metz, who returns after appearing 
in Theatre Chevruta’s first play, Tevya and His Daughters. The town Magistrate 
is Richard Sogg, who was Mr. Kraler in last spring’s The Diary of Anne Frank. 
Merav Berger returns after last fall’s Cantorial as Snetsky, the village shepherd. 

Steve Corelis plays Slovitch, the town butcher. Eliza Batsheva Coral will be 
Mishkin, the postman. Deborah Shapiro will read the stage directions which, 
in this format of performance, takes on a character all its own. Finally, new to 
Theatre Chevruta but ubiquitous in local theatre, Aaron Weisberg appears as 
Count Gregor Yousekevich.

“With the mix of rich characters in our little village,” says Brook,” it might feel a 
little like Fiddler on the Roof. But Tevya and Anatevka were never this silly.” 

Theatre Chevruta is directed by Doug Brook, a longtime synagogue instructor 
and Torah Reader, and Executive Director of Silicon Valley Shakespeare. He is a 
vice president of the international Alliance for Jewish Theatre, and has directed 
numerous local plays and musicals, including several recent award-winners at 
South Bay Musical Theatre in Saratoga.

Fools Rush in to the APJCC Stage



  www.jvalley.org                                     8

It’s that time a year again when I strategize how to 
create a week’s worth of food out of matzah, and 
convince my children that pizza and grilled cheese 
on a thin crunchy cracker is, honestly, delicious.

Growing up, Passover was a huge undertaking. 
It started with our annual trip to the Mollie 
Stone's grocery store with several aisles devoted to 
Passover-approved foods. My mother would take 
us down the aisles asking us what Passover cereal 
we wanted and what macaroon flavor sounded 
good. As we shopped we would run into friends 
(and often make new ones), because we were all 
there for the same reason: to stock our kitchen 
with enough food to get through the week.

That grocery trip didn’t include what was needed 
for the Seder. The Seder menu itself was set weeks 
in advance, packed full of recipes handed down 
from generation to generation. My mother always 
ordered brisket and chicken from her local butcher. 
As I got older, she’d trust me to pick up the meat 
since she was busy prepping the lengthy menu.

The first time I went to pick up the meat, I 
was instructed to be sure the butcher gave me 
extra pupiks. So there I was, standing in front 
of the butcher for pupiks. He said he had never 
heard of that piece of the chicken. I insisted that 
my mother had to have them for her chicken 
soup. Without them my grandfather would be 
disappointed and my mom would not be able to 
make her soup. I could not believe this so-called 
butcher did not know what a pupik was. I kind 
of hoped he did, because I had no clue, either. I 
later found out that pupik isn’t English for any 
part of the chicken, just one more Yiddish word 
my mom couldn’t translate. I was asking for belly 
buttons.

The cooking of the Seder menu took days. And 
then, all of a sudden, the night of Seder would be 
upon us. My mother would set out her mother’s 
Folgers Coffee Haggadahs at each place setting 
with readings marked for everyone. She’d remind 
us that when she was a child her grandfather 
would lead the service for hours, not eating until 

late into the evening. Her grandmother would 
sneak food under the table to the children. This 
was her way of warning us not to complain about 
the length of the Seder.

Before you knew it we were singing and reading, 
dipping and drinking, waiting for Elijah to come. 
We spoke of plagues, slavery and survival. We ate 
and sang and the infamous Passover desserts were 
put out.

Now many years later the menu hasn't changed 
much. I do, however, speak English when 
ordering chicken parts. We still have the same 
Haggadahs and the same readings. We still wait 
for Elijah and are reminded of our survival. The 
desserts have gotten much better, though.

PERSPECTIVES

By Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia
Director of Community Engagement
Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center

Dear Rabbi,
I see no archaeological corroboration of the Exodus 
event. The scientific explanations for the plagues—
algae in the Nile and the like—leave me cold. As 
a reasonable person, why should I participate in a 
Passover Seder, commemorating an event that may 
well not have taken place?
 - Seder Skeptic

Dear Skeptic,
Your question raises a crucial issue for modern Jews. 
How do we read the Biblical text? Do we treat it 
as a historical document? As a literary masterpiece 
that teaches morality but is fundamentally a work 
of fiction? Or is there another possibility? I would 
suggest that another possibility does exist. Here’s how 
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, the first Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi of British Mandatory Palestine would have us 
think about the Exodus narrative: 

 "The Exodus was such an event as only a crudely 
superficial eye could read as an event that happened 
and ended, and that has remained as a magnificent 
memory in the history of Israel and in the general 
history of mankind. But in reality, with a penetrating 
consciousness, we come to realize that the essential 
event of the Exodus is one that never ceases at all. The 

public and manifest revelation of G-d’s 
hand in world history is an explosion 
of light of the divine soul which lives 
and acts throughout the world...The 
essential work of the Exodus continues 
to have its effect; the divine seed which 
achieved Israel’s redemption from Egypt 
is still constantly active, in the process 
of becoming, without interruption or 
disturbance."
R. Kook Olath Re’iya 

 For Rav Kook, and I would 
argue for us as well, the Exodus story 
matters because it serves as a paradigm 
for understanding our own trajectory 
in this moment. As the Passover Haggadah reminds 
us, "In each generation, each individual should see 
himself as if he (or she) went forth from Egypt." What 
does this mean for us? It means that we ought to 
sensitize ourselves to our own journeys from slavery 
to freedom. We can understand this journey in terms 
of our ongoing psychological journey from places 
of narrowness or constriction (the Hebrew word for 
Egypt, mitzrayim, shares a root with the word for a 
narrow place, meitzar) to places of greater spaciousness 
and freedom. We can ask ourselves, over and over, “in 
what ways am I constrained by my habitual actions 
and in what ways can I break through to greater 
freedom?” We can also understand the Exodus journey 
more socially and politically. We can ask ourselves, 

over and over, “What can I do to remember the 
stranger? To work for the liberation of those who face 
oppression in my own communities?” 
 Framing our annual enactment of the Exodus 
story in this manner-- not primarily as a historical 
event or as a literary exercise, but as means of 
sensitizing ourselves to our own journeys from 
narrowness to spaciousness, from oppression to 
liberation, helps us see the eternal relevance of this 
paradigmatic story. We can extend this reading 
strategy to the rest of the Torah as well. As Rabbi 
Lawrence Kushner writes,  “The stories in the Torah 
tell not only of what happened long ago but also of 
what happens in each generation. The stories happen 
over and over again in the life of each person. They 
are true, not because they happened, but because they 
happen…”

Ask the Clergy
Passover an Important Metaphor

The Lighter Side
Pupik Soup and Other Seder Stories
By Rachael Berman

Moses leads the exodus slaves out of Egypt. Painting by Israeli artist Alex Levin.

Rachael was born and raised in the Bay Area. After college 
she pursued standup comedy in Los Angeles but, alas, the 
Bay Area kept calling. She returned to the Bay Area to 
raise her two kids and start her baking business, desserts by 
designs. www.dessertsbydesigns.com (408) 910-7200.
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Striking Gold with 
Renee Fine and Andrea 
& Joel Rubnitz

Yavneh's Spring Benefit

UPCOMING EVENTS

Honorees at the Yavneh Spring Benefit. 
ABOVE: Renee FIne, award-winning teacher and 
community activist, 
LEFT: The Rubnitz family (L-R): Joel, Jessica, Sami, 
Andrea, Jordan

Thirty-five years ago, a group of pioneers came together to open a Jewish 
Day School for the South Bay community. Eighteen years ago, Yavneh 
"struck gold" with the addition of Renee Fine and Andrea & Joel Rubnitz. 

At this year's Spring Benefit, Yavneh will recognize the dedication and 
contributions that 'Runaway Renee' and Andrea & Joel Rubnitz have made 
to ensure Yavneh's continued success.  

From our honorees' unparalleled commitment and support, Yavneh has 
had the great fortune to become a school with values that encompass of 
love of Judaism, appreciation for Israel and pursuit of social justice, and 
to pass those values to our one-hundred and seventy-two students as the 
institutional mission. Yavneh celebrates and challenges each student as an 
individual within  a community that is warm and embracing.  The Yavneh 
community comes together on Sunday evening, April 2, to celebrate and 
reflect on these last eighteen years at Yavneh's annual Spring Benefit, 
Striking Gold! 

Renee Fine is an award-winning teacher and community activist who 
celebrates chai years of devotion as a teacher at the school (and even longer 
as a parent and supporter!) Andrea and Joel Rubnitz’s own chai years 
exemplify eighteen years of leadership in almost every capacity imaginable.

While Yavneh's Spring Benefit theme represents a take on the experiential 
learning for which “Runaway” Renee and Yavneh are famous, it also 
symbolizes both the “mother-lode” that is at the heart of our Northern 
California history, as well our ongoing pioneering spirit as we continue to 
innovate and build our school for the future.
 
While Yavneh can't guarantee tickets will be available by the time the 
JValley News arrives in your mailbox, there are still opportunities to make 
dedications to the honorees through donations, tributes and sponsorships. 
Please visit Yavneh's website for additional information. 
www.yavnehdayschool.org
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With the distant sound of sirens echoing through the Jerusalem 
streets, a group of visiting students suddenly realized why their trip 
to Israel was so important. The ambulances were on their way to the 
scene of a terrorist attack. It’s one thing to see the aftermath of such 
an event on social media or TV. Experiencing it firsthand is entirely 
different.

The students — 24 San José State University (SJSU) campus 
leaders— were in Israel's capital as part of the Spartans2Israel 
trip. Organized by Hillel of Silicon Valley (HSV), Spartans2Israel 
brought the group of mostly non-Jewish students to Israel to give 
them a deeper understanding of the Jewish state.

The student leaders came from a wide background, including African-
American student clubs, Latin clubs, engineering, business, and veteran 
groups, as well as members of the student government. They learned about 
the nuances and complexities of issues that often get lost in the heated 
drama of campus activism. The group met with several speakers representing 
the various sides of the conflict. 

The students experienced first-hand the depth and diversity of Israel’s 
multi-ethnic society with visits to 
Druze, Bedouin, and Ethiopian 
communities. In addition to the 
usual stops on the itinerary, the 
trip included Christian holy sites, 
Bethlehem, and Ruwabi, a new 
Palestinian city. 

“The trip was eye opening for me in 
the sense that I always forget how important Israel is to other religions,” said 
Miriam Moss. “It was cool that we were able to hear different sides to the 
conflict.”

One of the most powerful elements of the trip was a visit to Rambam 
Hospital, a world-class medical center in Haifa that’s been on the frontlines 
of both fighting disease and bridging the gap between Israel’s Jews and 
non-Jews. At Rambam, the students saw Israeli and Arab staff and patients 
working side-by-side.

The trip wasn’t all serious business, though. The students ate in total 
darkness at BlackOut, a restaurant in the Na Lagaat (“Please Do Touch”) 
Center in Jaffa where all the servers are either blind or have limited vision. 
Jeep rides along the Syrian border and a dancing cruise on the Sea of Galilee 
were experiences these ambassadors will never forget.

“Once you’ve experienced something, touched it, smelled it, it becomes a 
part of you,” said Sarita Bronstein, HSV’s Executive Director. “The only 
way to cut through all the misinformation being presented about Israel is to 
actually go to Israel.”

Now that the group has returned home to SJSU, Bronstein has already 
seen that these Spartans are making a positive contribution to the campus 
dialogue. She and HSV’s Israel Fellow Noa Shemer have seen cases where 

Spartans2Israel alumni have been able to counter anti-
Israel misinformation when confronted with it.  Five of 
the students even are planning on going back to Israel this 
summer!

“It was a life-changing experience,” said Francois Nze. 
“Whenever you travel as a tourist you don't really get 
to fully emerge in the local culture. We got to meet the 

people and hear their stories. The different sides of the conflict were well 
represented. The diverse pool of student participants also helped make this 
experience very memorable.”  

To discover more about Hillel's students and programs—in a fun and festive 
setting—come to our annual event: 

L'Dor V'DorHillel of Silicon Valley – L’Dor V’Dor
Sunday, April 30, 11 am –  88 S. Fourth St., 7th Fl, San Jose

• Awards Luncheon, Entertainment, Silent Auction. 
• Celebrating Hillel alumnae; honoring community leaders Carrie and 
   Bob Zeidman and student leaders.
• L'Dor V'Dor supports Hillel SV, which provides Jewish students with a    
   community away from home and nurtures tomorrow’s Jewish leaders. 

Spartans2Israel: 
A Trip of a Lifetime!

COMMUNITY

SCOTT LASKY
PHOTOGRAPHY

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Weddings
(408)807-4770
www.laskyphoto.com

scott@laskyphoto.com
Over 900 Mitzvahs & 700 Weddings Photographed, and Counting... 

Go For Experience

1
%
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LISTING
COMMISSION

Full Service Discount Commission Realty

Ruben Yomtoubian
Real Estate & Mortgage Broker 

Appraiser; BS, MS, MIS, Finance

 #1 Discount Commission Real Estate Broker
 Leader in "No Fee" Mortgages though-out CA
 Over 1 Billion Dollars in Real Estate Transaction

Real Estate #01098186, Mortgage #NMLS31413, Appraisal #Al029181   |    Expire  20016   

Real Estate & Mortgage Broker
www.aDiscountMortgage.com

 1% Listing Broker Commission
 We Pay Buyer's Appraisal & Home Warrantee Fees                                                                                                                                                     
 0 Fee Mortgages  

Orna@ORNA.com | 408-253-2250

“This trip was truly one of the best experiences of my life. 
To see the truth with your own eyes is important especially 
about a country that is always ridiculed and shown in a 
negative light. We experienced the lifestyle and culture all 
the while we were learning about the history and the many 
reasons behind the conflict.” Huruy Zeratsion

Students from San Jose State University visit Jerusalem as part of Hillel of Silicon Valley's Spartans2Israel 
program. The students come from different ethnic and religious backgrounds.
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Faith Communities Express Support and Outrage
By Diane Fisher
Director, Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation

COMMUNITY

"We strongly condemn these hateful acts against the Jewish American 
community, which are clearly aiming to intimidate and make them feel less safe 
in a place they call home. It is essential for the safety and peace of all Americans 
to stand in solidarity with the targeted communities and not let hatred hold 
sway over love and respect." - Mahmut Altun, Pacifica Institute 

The mission of the Community Relations Council is to build strong 
relationships between the Jewish community and diverse faith, ethnic and 
cultural communities in Silicon Valley.  Even though we are confident that 
these relationships are substantive, it still made my heart fill to overflowing, 
and even brought a tear, when the emails and phone calls began to pour in.  
Every friend in every community wanted the Jewish community to know 
how outraged they felt about the bomb threats, cemetery desecrations, and 
other anti-Semitic acts.  They were truly empathetic, and wanted to alleviate 
the fear and anxiety they knew we were experiencing.  

There was a similar surge of solidarity across the country.  Many eyes 
were opened to positive Muslim-Jewish relations when they learned that 
$130,000 was raised by the Muslim community to help with the cleanup of 
the desecrated Jewish cemeteries in St. Louis, Philadelphia and Rochester.    
Within Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, and Christian communities, and within 
African American, Latino, Asian and South-Asian communities-- everyone 
expressed the understanding that an attack on anyone because of their 
religion or race is an attack on us all.

Still, it’s the personal outreach from colleagues whose relationships have 
been nurtured over local common cause on economic equality, racial 
equality, and many other issues, that struck home the maxim—to have 
a friend you must be a friend.  Rabbis such as Rabbi Melanie Aron from 
Congregation Shir Hadash who has long been dedicated to tikkun olam 
with interfaith partners received a huge number of messages of concern and 
support from diverse clergy members. 

Every message asserted condemnation of anti-Semitic crimes and threats, 
but they also committed to action and on-going solidarity.  Some people 
have joined JCC’s as a statement, some have written letters to the editor, and 
some have posted moving statements online.

These threats are serious, requiring heightened security and the dedication 
of law enforcement at all levels.  But it is clear that the Jewish community is 
not alone, and we are fighting this battle with the support of many friends.

"I wanted to take a moment to express disgust and outrage towards the recent 
incidents of antisemitism including desecration of Jewish cemetery in St. Louis, 
and bomb threats to centers/synagogues.   There is no place in America for hatred 
and bigotry!  We at Evergreen Islamic Center stand with our Jewish brothers and 
sisters in unconditional support and solidarity.  Whether it is showing up with 
a placard at a rally, lending hand at social gathering to help the community, 
or simply donating to the cause we are here to help!" - Faisal Yazadi, Evergreen 
Islamic Center 

"Please know that AACSA stands with Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Silicon Valley during these trying and threatening times.  We will not be 
shaken by the fears of others. Strength in Unity." - Milan R. Balinton, African 
American Community Service Agency

"I want to take a moment today to convey to you that my fellow Muslims and I 
are praying for our Jewish sisters and brothers, and stand in solidarity with you. 
Should your Jewish center or Synagogue ever need someone to stand guard, please 
know that you can call upon us for any kind of help. We are here to serve and 
protect our Jewish cousins."  - Raza Ahmad, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community                                                                                                                                        
           
"You and yours are in our prayers. Please just ask if there is something else we 
can do. We are appalled at the news of your danger.  Peace and unity are what 
we all want." - Rev. Nayan McNeill, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
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Israel, Palestine and Academic Freedom

In 2002 UC Berkeley was the site of the first Palestinian Solidarity Conference. 
That conference was organized by Students for Justice in Palestine in reaction 
to Israel’s efforts to quell the Second Intifada, which was characterized by the 
extensive use of suicide bombings targeting Israeli buses, restaurants and other 
public spaces. In reaction, Operation Defensive Shield was launched in the spring 
of 2002 to restore an Israeli security presence to the major cities of the West Bank. 
This in turn led to an increase of activity by anti-Israel activists and Israeli soldiers 
and Palestinians militants fought from house to house across Jenin, Nablus and 
other cities.

In the course of this conference the Students for Justice in Palestine, an on-
campus group at UC Berkeley, started a series of petitions that demanded that 
the UC system withdraw investments from companies that had ties to the Israeli 
military, withdraw academic cooperation with Israeli universities and advocated 
for the end of American military aid to Israel. While none of these were unique 
to the moment, the intensity of the media coverage and the escalation of violence 
contributed to a new campaign that soon acquired a life of its own.  Known as 
BDS, the acronym for boycotting, divesting from and sanctioning Israel, it has 
been a feature of campus life for the past decade.

The BDS movement has found advocates in student senates, classrooms, faculty 
fora and even dining halls where students have demanded that Israeli brands of 
hummus be removed from the menu. This challenge was quickly taken up by 
American Jewish organizations both on campus and off. They developed strategies 
for dealing with the growing BDS movement and sought to deploy them on 
campuses like Berkeley. BDS victories have mostly been symbolic, with resolutions 
in support of the movement passing several student senates (including at UC 

Berkeley in 2013). In response American Jewish organizations have focused on 
deepening understanding by non-Jewish constituencies of Israel, using seminars, 
trips and delegations of Israelis to US campuses to achieve these goals.

One particularly difficult aspect of the BDS movement is the intersection with 
academic freedom. The content of the college classroom and students’ work has 
been considered politically sacrosanct. However the effort by BDS advocates 
pressuring both faculty and students to see the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in a way 
that is predicated on a narrative of Palestinian victimhood creates a new set of 
challenges for both American Jews and university administrators to confront.

UC system President Emeritus Mark Yudof, who oversaw the University of 
California from 2008-13 stood at the center of this debate. As a long-serving 
academic and an active member of the Jewish community he worked to both 
preserve the civility and ensure that all voices had the ability to share the public 
square. This was tested a number of times by situations where instructors were 
alleged to have been prejudiced against pro-Israel students and situations where the 
California Legislature or the Board of Regents seemed poised to try and dictate on 
campus conduct. 

In a talk on Sunday, May 7 at 9:30am at Congregation Shir Hadash, Yudof will 
explore the evolution of the BDS movement against Israel on campus. Attendees 
will hear a first-hand account of measures taken to address the serious challenges 
to academic freedom and free speech on UC campuses and the efforts to redefine 
traditional First Amendment rights. The talk is free, open to the public and is 
the 2017 Levine Lecture as part of the Exploring the World of Judaism Series of 
lectures. For more information, call (408) 358-1751.

UPCOMING EVENTS

By Gordon Gladstone
Congregation Shir Hadash

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.358.3636  |  info@apjcc.org

www.apjcc.org

Addison-Penzak JCC 
of Silicon Valley
Levy Family Campus

Experience it all at the JCC!
Join us for Jewish education, enrichment classes, 
fitness, aquatics, camp, preschool,cultural 
programs, and much more.
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SILICON VALLEY JEWISH music festival
SUNDAY JUNE 11TH, 2017 ·2:00-7:00PM
ticket information: www.apjcc.org/musicfestival
ADVANCE TICKETS: GENERAL $12 · MEMBERS $8 · SENIORS, STUDENTS, KIDS $5 
TICKETS AT THE DOOR: GENERAL $20 · MEMBERS $15 · SENIORS, STUDENTS, kids $10 

Silicon Valley Jewish Music Festival is made possible, in part, through Gold level sponsorship by Bill 
Lister/Coldwell Banker and Silver level sponsorships by Children's Discovery Museum of San Jose, Neal 
Fearn/Morgan Stanley, Good Samaritan Hospital, Just, Gurr & Associates Accountancy Corporation, Lucky 
California, and MOORE Buick GMC. The APJCC is proud to be a part of the Initiative on Jewish 
Peoplehood, co-funded by the Koret Foundation and the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture, and 
supported further by the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, and donors like you.  

THE POP UPS ·  DELEON ·  BOOM PAM

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions: 
Disruption and Assault on 

Academic Freedom 

Sunday, May 7th, 2017 9:30 AM 
Congregation Shir Hadash 
20 Cherry Blossom Lane 

Details: www.shirhadash.org 

This program is the 2017 Annual Levine Lecture and is part of our Exploring 
the World of Judaism Series of Sunday morning lectures. 

Professor  
Mark Yudof 

President Emeritus, 
University of California 

Rosa Bencuya, Realtor®
408.499.2077
rosa@apr.com
HomeByRosa.com
Serving Buyers and Sellers in Diverse 
Communities of Silicon Valley

APR.COM
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WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA?

GIVING CIRCLE GRANT APPLICATIONS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED!

Apply online at jvalley.org/givingcircle 
Deadline is March 31

The Giving Circle is a group of young philanthropists that have joined together 
to learn and give through a Jewish lens. 

The 2017 Giving Circle expects to allocate nearly $20,000 in funds, with 
minimum funding of $2,000. That’s where you come in.

Do you or your organization have an amazing idea that will help the 
Jewish community? The Giving Circle wants to fund it.

To learn more about the group, contact Amanda Glincher 
at amanda@jvalley.org or (408) 357-7503.
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Securing Silicon Valley's Jewish Future 
Community Legacy Project Builds Enduring Contribution 

What’s your legacy?

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center
Congregation Beth David
Congregation Shir Hadash
Congregation Sinai
Hillel of Silicon Valley
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley
Temple Emanu-El
Yavneh Day School

www.communitylegacyproject.org

Support the

Jewish tradition teaches that one of our key responsibilities is 
to make the world a better place for future generations.

408.357.7501

If you could point to the one thing that's most meaningful to your Jewish 
life, what would it be? The carnivals and costumes of Purim? Your first trip 
to Israel? Dancing the hora at a family bar mitzvah? No matter what speaks 
to you, that vital piece was handed down to you. 

You've spent your life wrapped in the warmth and tradition of the Jewish 
community. Now you've reached a point in your life where you want to 
ensure the chain remains unbroken.

The Community Legacy Project is a partnership between South Bay 
synagogues, schools and Jewish organizations with the purpose of providing 
opportunities for you to help ensure the next generation has the ability to 
find that one most meaningful thing.  

All qualified, tax-exempt institutions are appropriate beneficiaries of your 
Community Legacy gift. Most people choose to give to an organization that 
means the most to them. And you can certainly choose more than one.

When you choose to make a Community Legacy gift, we'll serve as your 
guides and resources. We'll meet with you before you contact your financial 
advisors to talk about the kind of impact you'd like to make. What's most 
important to you? 

Do you want your Community Legacy gift to be a part of your life or live 
on after you're gone? We can also help you determine whether a bequest or 
an endowment is your most appropriate path.  

A charitable bequest such as a Community Legacy gift doesn't take effect 
unless you state your intention in your will or living trust. Legacy gifts can 
come from any number of sources, regardless of the size of your estate. Some 
people set aside a specific dollar amount as their gift, some a percentage 
of their estate. Others leave paid-up life insurance policies, retirement 
accounts, or other financial investments. 

The Community Legacy Project is a partnership of:
• The Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center
• Congregation Beth David
• Congregation Shir Hadash
• Congregation Sinai
• Hillel of Silicon Valley
• Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley
• Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley
• Temple Emanu-El
• Yavneh Day School

By Jeff Rosenplot, Editor, JValley News

FINANCIAL
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The Long, 
Strange
Trip of

You probably remember where you were when you heard that Mel Cotton’s 
was closing its doors. Whether you were a regular customer or hadn’t been 
there in years, chances are it holds a special place in your memory.

“People were really sad,” said Stan Cotton, son of founders Mel and 
Dorothy Cotton. “We had a lot of letters. People said things like, ‘my 
grandfather brought me to Mel’s store, and that’s one of my favorite 
memories. It was very touching.”

“Part of the community is gone and it’s not coming back,” Stan Cotton said. 
“Modern times are here. It was a great place for a long time, but there’s no 
place anymore for a shop like my dad’s.”

Mel Cotton was born in Sacramento and raised in Oakland. Dorothy was 
from Alameda. They met at a scrap metal yard in Oakland. He was bringing 
metal to the yard where Dorothy worked as a cashier. 

“She knew he had cash,” Stan quipped. “Because she’d just given him 
four dollars.”

They were married in 1941, shortly before Mel left to fight in World War II.
“For all the battles he was in and achievements he made, he should’ve come 
out as a five-star general,” Stan said. “He was something you don’t hear 
much about. A Jewish war hero.”

Mel was deployed to North Africa, moving to the Italian campaign and 
eventually making it all the way to the Austrian border. He was involved in 
seven amphibious landings. Mel’s war stories read like something out of a 

Captain America comic book.

“He was decorated for his bravery and kept getting promoted,” Stan said. 
“But his antics kept getting him busted down in rank. He left as a private.”

Anyone who knew Mel was familiar with his straightforward way of 
speaking. 

“He said what he thought,” Stan laughed. “And you always knew where you 
stood. Mom was the same way, but in a kinder, gentler way. She saw humor 
in everything. And she had no filter, which made her hilarious.”

After the war, Mel returned to Oakland. Veterans were given priority to 
purchase government surplus. Mel bought what he knew how to use – 
camping gear. After four years of combat, Mel knew a thing or two about 
being outdoors.

“The first store opened in 1946 on Santa Clara Street in San Jose,” Stan said. 
“A second location on San Carlos followed pretty soon after that.”

In post-war America, recreation was a big deal. Mel Cotton’s catered to that 
desire. It was a family-oriented place. Mel and Dorothy made sure it was a 
comfortable, familiar place to shop, no matter who you were.

The only changes 
in the stores 
came from what 
customers wanted 
to buy. Styles and 
sports changed 
in seventy years. 
Mel Cotton’s was 
able to change 
with the times 
while honoring the 
deeply personal 
connections its 

By Jeff Rosenplot Editor, JValley News

Mel Cotton in front of his San Jose flagship store in 1999.

Mel and Dorothy Cotton, circa 1941.
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customers had with the store.

“We had four generations of shoppers,” 
Stan said. “Men and women, 
grandfathers and grandmothers. And 
the store itself stayed the same the 
whole time. That was part of its success. 
The Mel Cotton’s experience was the 
same as you always remembered.”

Mel and Dorothy were also among the 
most generous members of Silicon Valley’s 
Jewish community. Much of the work 
they did the community at large didn’t 
know about. And that’s exactly how they 
wanted it.

“They were active givers,” Stan 
explained. “There was no pretense. They were very private and understated 
about what they did.”

The Cotton family was involved in nearly every philanthropic effort in the 
South Bay’s Jewish community. They helped found Congregation Sinai and 
Temple Emanu-El in San Jose, as well as Chai House. Mel was president of 
the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley. They helped Jewish refugees after 
World War II. Mel and Dorothy gave their time and money to help people 
around the world. They supported the Boy and Girl Scouts, 4-H Clubs, 
elementary and high school student bodies, team sports and a host of other 
charitable organizations. In 1994, the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley 
created the Harold Witkin Award. Mel was the first recipient. 

“He was a fighter for underdogs,” Stan said. “He spent the majority of his life 
helping people. Maybe it was because he grew up poor or because he didn’t 

have a father in his life. But he was the first one to help, no matter what.”

Dorothy Cotton was the public face of the couple. She had a knack for 
connecting with people in a personal way, either through her humor or her 
warmth.

“She was the wind beneath him,” Stan said. “They were superstars in every 
slice of the pie.”

Mel Cotton’s closed its doors on December 11, 2016. Stan Cotton is 
philosophical when it comes to talking about closing his family’s business.

“Retail stores are dying,” Stan said. “Brick and mortar stores are becoming 
obsolete. The property became 
more valuable than the business. 
The time was right to sell.”

In the ever-changing landscape 
of Silicon Valley, Mel Cotton’s 
was comfort food. No matter 
what your relationship was 
with Mel and Dorothy Cotton, 
whether a Sunday afternoon 
with your father cruising the 
aisles of one of the stores, or 
working alongside them to help 
make Silicon Valley a better 
place, they meant something 
important to all of us. Thank 
you for your generosity and for 
being the soundtrack to our 
childhoods. We’ll miss you.  

Our program promotes a sense of community based on respect for others, and 
cultivates a connection to Jewish values and tradition. We welcome families from 
all backgrounds. License #430709398

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.357.7417 | www.apjcc.org/preschool

APJCC Preschool
• Developmental, play-based program
• Ages 18 months – 5 years
• Full-day and half-day options
• 2, 3, or 5 days a week
• Toilet training not required

Mel Cotton during WWII.

Mel and Dorothy Cotton's wedding day

Located on the Levy Family Campus in Los Gatos

Discover Yavneh and see how it just 
might be the perfect place for your 
family - whether your child is entering 
kindergarten, middle school, or a 
grade between. 

Yavneh is a 
place to learn
a community 

school, open to 
everyone

a place where 
students are at 

the center

408-984-6700
joy@yavnehdayschool.org

www.yavnehdayschool.org
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Tech's New "Startup Nation"
Israeli Innovation Takes a Page from Silicon Valley
Israel's tech sweet spot has always been security. Over the past few years, 
however, Israeli startups of all types have begun raising some serious capital. 
In June of last year alone, Israeli tech entrepreneuers raised over $561 
million in startup investment, across almost all sectors. There are virtually 
no tech verticals in which Israel isn't playing a role.

The strongest indicator of Israel's strength as a tech incubator is the presence 
of top-tier venture capitalists (VCs) in the country. Venture capital refers to 
the financial investment provided to early-stage companies with a high risk 
but also a strong potential for success.

Silicon Valley wrote the playbook on tech investment. With estimates of 
over $25 billion in equity funding in 2016, Silicon Valley is still the world 
leader. But over the past several quarters, startup capital has been shrinking. 
VCs are beginning to understand that while innovation was born here, it's 
growing up all over the world. 

According to the Israeli non-profit Start-Up Nation Central, 2016 saw over 
5,000 startups register in the country. That translates into investment of 
estimates of over $3.5 billion. This has turned Israel into a major tech player. 
Silicon Valley giants Google, Apple and Facebook all have research centers 
in the Jewish state. But it's the native startups that are garnering all the 
attention.

Everything from Brayola, an online bra shopping platform, to drone 
technology from Arbe Robotics and ParaZero, to Wix, a do-it-yourself 
website development platform are part of Israel's new tech economy. The wide 
diversity of Israel's innovation boom has earned it the name "Startup Nation."

The funding these startups receive often comes from Silicon Valley titans. 
Mark Benioff of San Francisco's Salesforce is an investor in artificial 
intelligence company Zebra. SalesPredict was acquired from San Jose's eBay 

in July last year. 

The broadening of Israel's tech market hasn't dampened the country's 
dominance of cybersecurity. Israel is the second-largest exporter of 
cybersecurity technology behind the United States. The southern Israeli 
city of Be'er Sheva has emerged as the hub of advancements in this sphere. 
Home to Ben Gurion University and parts of the IDF, Be'er Sheva has 
drawn companies like Lockheed-Martin to build R&D centers. 

Silicon Valley isn't in much danger of being overtaken by Israel as the tech 
and innovation capital of the world. But the attention being paid by Silicon 
Valley investors to the Jewish homeland means that the major players clearly 
understand Israel's strengths and potential.

By Jeff Rosenplot, Editor, JValley News

Downtown Tel Aviv, the heart of Israel's "Startup Nation."



19                      www.jvalley.org  www.jvalley.org                                     18



  www.jvalley.org                                     20

Los Gatos Memorial Park
Shalom Garden

Serving the Bay Area Jewish community since 1889 
Peaceful, park-like setting overlooking Santa Cruz Mountains

*Pre Plan and receive a discount
*Graveside Ceremonies in a serene setting
*Upright monuments available
*Trained funeral  professionals
*Traditional caskets and ritual services

2255 Los Gatos-Almaden Rd., San Jose, CA 95124
www.losgatosmemorialpark.com

(408) 356-4151
Darling-Fischer Mortuaries

Chapel of the Hills      Garden Chapel      Campbell Memorial Chapel
615 N. Santa Cruz Ave.     471 E. Santa Clara St.     231 E. Campbell Ave.
Los Gatos, CA 95030     San Jose, CA 95112     Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 354-7740 (408) 998-2226 (408) 379-5010
FD940 FD557 FD898

www.darlingandfischer.com
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Datebook - Ongoing Weekly Events
Monday Tuesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wednesday

Classic Jewish Texts
9:30-11am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the fundamental works 
of Maimonides, Luzzato, and other classic 
commentators. We have just begun the study of 
Horeb by Samson Raphael Hirsch. No Hebrew 
necessary. This is a free, drop-in class. No need to 
register. Rabbi Felsen, (650) 857-1800.

Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10-11am, Beth David

Jewish Ethics Discussion
11:15am-12:15pm, Beth David

Join Rabbi Ohriner as we study Tractate Megillah, 
containing laws of Purim, Torah reading, and 
synagogue practices. English texts are available. 
Newcomers are welcome. Donations to Adult 
Education are appreciated. Email AdultEd@beth-
david.org for more information.

Explore the wisdom of Jewish ethical teachings 
in this participant-led group. After completing 
our study of The Path of the Upright, we will select 
another book on Jewish ethics to discuss. Email 
AdultEd@beth-david.org for more information.

Hot For Shabbat
Noon-2:30pm, Beth David
Join the CBD community for a hot Shabbat lunch, 
and opportunity to schmooze and learn with 
friends old and new!  After lunch you can select to 
learn from one of our rotating learning sessions 
(Zohar Havura, Book Club, Talmud Exploration, 
Artist Group)!  You’re also welcome to attend 
Shabbat services starting at 9:30.  

Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30-11am, Sinai

Hasidic Havurah
11am-Noon, APJCC

Join Rabbi Josh Berkenwald for in-depth study of 
Jewish thought, belief, and practice. Learners are 
currently studying Tractate Avodah Zarah from 
the Babylonian Talmud, which explores issues 
related to idol worship in the ancient world. In so 
doing, it addresses the contemporary challenges 
of being a Jewish minority living within a non-
Jewish society. No fee; drop-ins are welcome; no 
experience necessary.

This class takes a look at some of the great works 
of past Hasidic teachers and strives toward 
deepening our contemporary Jewish spirituality. 
This class is for all abilities and levels and is a free, 
drop-in class. No need to register. Instructor: 
Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia

Heschel Roundtable
9-10:30am, APJCC

Beginning Yiddish Course
7:15-9:15pm, Shir Hadash

Drop in to study and discuss the writings of 
Abraham Joshua Heschel. We will start with his 
book, The Sabbath, which presents the Jewish 
Sabbath as an antidote to the fast pace of 
daily life in modern society. No experience or 
specialized knowledge necessary. Each week 
we’ll read and discuss a short selection from his 
writings. This is a free, drop-in class. No need to 
register.

If you have wanted to learn or relearn Yiddish 
phrases and expressions that your parents, 
grandparents, or ancestors spoke in Eastern 
Europe, New York, or your home, this is your 
chance! No prior experience necessary! Jon 
Levitow, lerer (teacher) of Yiddish at Stanford, UC 
Santa Cruz and several synagogues throughout 
the Bay Area will be teaching Yiddish classes for 
beginners right here at Shir Hadash. Full details at 
http://bit.ly/2j9x0az

This engaging class with the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh 
Seid-Valencia, keeps us full of life through the 
words of the Torah. All abilities, ages, and levels 
are welcome - you do not need to be a resident of 
Chai House. This is a free, drop-in class. No need 
to register. 814 St. Elizabeth Dr., San Jose. (408) 
947-1818

Torah Study @ Chai House
3:30-4:30pm, Chai House, San Jose

Beginning Hebrew 
11:45am-12:45pm, Beth David
Acquire basic Hebrew skills and a 900-word 
vocabulary for reading the Siddur, Chumash, and 
simple literature. Must be able to read printed 
Hebrew. Refresh and expand your childhood 
skills. Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

This is a continuing class, taught at the Moreland 
Apartments (Payne and Saratoga Avenues) for 
émigrés from the Former Soviet Union.  New 
students are warmly welcomed, but please 
contact the instructor for more information. 
This daytime class is designed for those who 
wish to enhance their ability to read Hebrew 
and participate in synagogue prayer.  You will 
expand your Hebrew vocabulary and reading 
fluency. Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew for FSU Emigres
2:15-3:15pm, Beth David

This continuing class uses a college level 
textbook to improve your Hebrew reading, 
vocalizing, and understanding.  Email AdultEd@
beth-david.org for more information.

Intermediate Hebrew
10-11:30am, Beth David

MARCH
Friday, March 24 - 7:05pm
Friday, March 31 - 7:12pm

APRIL
Friday, April 7 - 7:18pm

Eve of First Day of Passover
Monday, April 10 - 7:21pm

Friday, April 14 - 7:24pm
Friday, April 21 - 7:30pm
Friday, April 28 - 7:37pm 

San Jose
Shabbat Candle 
Lighting Times

Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos
(408) 358-1751

Congregation Sinai
1532 Willowbrae Ave., San Jose
(408) 264-8542

Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Rd., Saratoga
(408) 257-3333

Temple Emanu-El
1010 University Ave., San Jose
(408) 292-0939

APJCC/Levy Family Campus
14855 Oka Rd., Los Gatos
(408) 358-3033
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Datebook March 2017
FRI24
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30-7:30pm, Emanu-El
Once a month we like to offer our Shabbat 
service at an earlier time to accommodate 
everyone’s busy schedules.  In the summer 
months, our Kabbalat Shabbat services are held 
in our beautiful courtyard to enjoy the amazing 
California weather.

SAT25
Netivot Haneshamah: 
Approachable Torah
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Rabbi Berkowitz makes the Torah accessible to 
all. Participants discover that all of us can interpret  
the Torah portion through our own experience 
and spin a drash— a lesson of meaning. Each 
session is guided by a community Rabbi or an 
expert on the topic offered. Teens and adults 
of any age, interest and background are invited 
and welcome. No experience with any of these 
subjects required. 

CBD Tot Shabbat
11:15am-Noon, Beth David
For ages 5 and under. Relaxing, lighthearted, 
interactive, Shabbat program for tots. Includes 
songs, stories, puppets and more.

CBD Jewish Artists Group
1-3pm, Beth David
This month's meeting will feature A Trip to Chelm 
presented by Doug Brook and Theatre Chevruta. 
To preview April's performances of Neil Simon's 
Fools, a play inspired by the Wise Men of Chelm, 
enjoy a discussion about these timeless, fun 
stories – including a few scenes performed by the 
cast! Meeting begins immediately after Kiddush 
Lunch. Everyone is welcome.  

TGI Shabbat Service/Potluck 
Dinner
6:30-7:30pm, Beth David
Join together with the entire CBD community in 
celebrating Shabbat beginning with a happy and 
celebratory Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by 
a delicious potluck dinner. See guidelines for what 
to bring. All ages are welcome. This year, in honor 
of completion of our new synagogue, our theme 
is Holy Place-Makom Kadosh. Each month we will 
feature a specific place in Israel during services 
and dinner. IRSVP online or call Beth David.

Sisterhood Family Game Night
6:30-9pm, Emanu-El
BIG fun for a SMALL price!  We will have lots of 
board games available to play, and occasionally 
get a game of Poker or Mah Jongg together.

Member Prices: $2.50/person, $7/family
Non-Member Prices: $3/person, $10/family
Bring a snack to share! Cold drinks, coffee and 
tea, and dessert provided by Sisterhood.  You 
may bring other liquid refreshment. RSVP to 
anitajmed@yahoo.com

SUN26
Hebrew Marathon
1-6pm, Beth David
Join our Director Of Life Long Learning, Sarah 
Hanuka, for a beginners Adult Hebrew decoding 
marathon. Sarah will teach techniques necessary 
to reading prayers, conduting Passover Seders 
and even providing you the tools to begin your 
study for an adult b’nei mitzvah. No knowledge of 
the Hebrew alef/bet is required.

Women's Seder at Shir Hadash
2-5pm, Shir Hadash
Shir Hadash Women's Seder 5777, sponsored 
by Women of Shir Hadash - Sisterhood. Because 
of the merit of the righteous women of that 
generation, Israel was redeemed from Egypt 
(Sotah 116). Coming off of the powerful Women’s 
March this past January, we join together as we 
journey through the feminine side of the seder, 
the exodus and the Pesach story through texts 
and songs that speak to us as women. Share and 
learn new and long-standing family traditions 
that are being used in our homes.  Hear new 
interpretations of our Seder texts and sing some 
new and favorite Pesach songs. $7/Sisterhood 
members $15/non-members. Payment is due at 
the door by either cash or a check made out to 
the Women of Shir Hadash. Please bring a Pesach 
dessert to share!

TUES28
Conversations in Jewish Learning: 
We Survived
7:30-9pm, Beth David
Leon Malmed, a French/American child survivor of 
the Holocaust, will discuss his inspiring memoir We 
Survived… At Last I Speak.

WED29
Meditation Group 
10:30-11:30am, Shir Hadash
Principles of Jewish meditation as described 
by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, as well as mindfulness, 
traditional, and guided meditation. Bring a water 
bottle and dress comfortably. Most of us sit on 
chairs. If you prefer to lie down, bring your own 
yoga mat or blanket. All experience levels are 
welcome. There is no cost to attend.   

Lunch And Learn Torah Study
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El 
Food for your body.  Food for your soul.  Need a 

better way to spend your lunch hour?  Join Rabbi 
Magat for an informal study and discussion 
session of a selected Torah portion. Together we 
will navigate through traditional interpretations 
and modern applications of our historic teachings.  
Bring your lunch and be ready to get a new 
perspective on Torah. Open to members and 
non-members and no previous Torah study is 
required.

THURS30
The Hipster's Guide to Jewish 
Homemaking
7:30-10pm, Beth David
A Night Out each month to share a themed 
signature cocktail and snacks and learn totally  
new ways to enjoy Shabbat, holidays and Jewish 
life. Evenings will include food demos, crafting, 
discussion and real information and ideas on how 
do Jewish stuff without stress and with enjoyment 
and satisfaction. $60/CBD members and $75/non-
members. 

FRI31
Rock Shabbat Service
7:30-8:30pm, Emanu-El 
Featuring the musical stylings of our Rock 
Shabbat Band!  An innovative and joyous worship 
experience with musicians (piano, percussion, 
guitars, trombone, etc.) and singers joining Cantor 
Amanda Edmondson and Rabbi Dana Magat. 
Congregational singing is definitely encouraged, as 
is dancing in the aisles.  Join us as we welcome the 
Sabbath in a fun and lively manner. All members 
and non-members are invited to a service like 
you’ve never been to before. Join us for a wine and 
cheese reception before at 6:30 PM
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SAT1 
Tot Shabbat: 
The Great Afikomen Hunt
9:30-10:30am, Shir Hadash
Join Shir Fun for an exciting event consisting of a 
short service followed by an afikomen hunt. Kids 
will decorate their own afikomen bags and take 
them home and snacks will be provided. This 
event is geared for families with kids 5 and under 
but all are welcome! 

Netivot Haneshamah: 
Torah Takes the Stage
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
A chance to look at the week’s Torah portion and 
the whole Torah service with a theatrical lens. 
Expect opportunities for true Torah study along 
with much humor and discussion. Each Netivot 
Haneshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered. All teens 
and adults of any age, interest and background  
are invited and welcome. No experience with any 
of these  subjects required. If you are interested, 
simply attend!

Kabbalah Havurah: 
Experiencing the Zohar
1-2:15pm, Beth David
Join Rabbi Ohriner as we explore the splendor 
and enigmatic appeal of the Zohar with Dr. Daniel 
Matt’s annotations and explanations. The Havurah 
meets the first Shabbat afternoon of each 
month after Kiddush lunch. Texts are provided in 
English. No prior knowledge of Jewish mysticism 
necessary! 

EESY and Brotherhood 
Casino Night
5-8pm, Emanu-El
A great night of dinner, casino and other games, 
prizes, music & Havdallah. $5/EESY member, $10/
non-member.

South Bay Teen Idol Finals 2017
7-9pm, APJCC
Save the date for the South Bay Teen Idol Finals. 
See ten of the best teen vocalists in the South Bay 
perform as they compete for the title and a $2,500 
prize. For details see www.apjcc.org/idol 

SUN2
Cub Scouts Pack 504 Meeting
12:30-3:15pm, Beth David
Calling all boys 1st thru 5th grades!  Pack 504 
Jewish Cub Scouts sponsored by CBD. Join us for 
bi-monthly meetings on Sundays after religious 
school.  We encourage outdoor activities and 
advancements with a Jewish theme.

Grandparents Circle Reunion
2-3pm, Shir Hadash
Join Jean Bronstein and Rabbi Melanie Aron in 
conversation about the special issues that arise 
when one is the grandparent of children with one 
Jewish and one non-Jewish parent. The theme for 
this meeting is: "Sons or Daughters: Does it Make 
a Difference? " There have been a number of 
interesting studies on this issue and how it relates 
to the raising of the grandchildren. Contact Nadine 
Toby at nadine@shirhadash.org to register.

Striking Gold: 
Yavneh's Spring Benefit
5-9pm, Yavneh Day School
Come strike gold at Yavneh's annual spring 
benefit! Honoring "Runaway Renee" Fine for 18 
years of dedication and teachin' the young'ns and 
Andrea and Joel Rubnitz fer 18 years of leadership 
in this here Yavneh community. Contact Daniela 
Silverstein at daniela@yavnehdayschool.org to 
register.

TUES4
Yiddish Conversation Group
3-4:30pm, Beth David
The Yiddish Group is for people to re-activate their 
prior Yiddish knowledge, to learn Yiddish for the 
first time, and to have conversations.

Pre-Seder Source Sharing, Sipping 
and Snacking
7:30-9:30pm, Beth David
Looking for new ideas for your Seder? Come  
share your favorite family traditions, readings 
and source material for the Seder with others.  
Come away with a “scrapbook” full of fresh 
possibilities to use at your Seder this year. Hametz 
refreshments will be served!

Israeli Dancing
7:30-9pm, Emanu-El
Great exercise!  Great fun!  Great chance to meet 
new people! Put on your dancin’ shoes and come 
to our free Israeil dance class taught by our very 
own Loui Tucker. No dance experience necessary 
and we welcome everyone from the community 
to join in the fun.

WED5
Lunch and Learn with the Cantor
12-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Join the Cantor for lunch, and bring your thirst for 
Jewish knowledge!  Bring a sack lunch and join 
Cantor Edmondson on the first Wednesday of 
each month to share in a stimulating discussion of 
liturgy and music. Open to the community.

THURS6
Ladies Who Lunch
11am-1pm, Beth David (location varies)
All women are invited to join the Ladies Who 
Lunch which meets each month at the home of a 
different participant. Generally, there is a theme 
of the month and attendees bring lunch dishes to 
match the theme and sometimes stories, recipes 
and memorabilia to share. This is a casual fun 
opportunity to socialize  with women of all ages.

Retirees Lunch 'N Learn
11:30am-1pm, Shir Hadash
Please join us as we welcome Saratoga 
photographer Jeff Cable to present his 
extraordinary photographs of his recent African 
safari. Jeff is best known for capturing photos of 
the last five Olympic games for the USA Olympic 
Committee. Jeff is a rock star in the world of 
photography and is one of the most watched 
and respected instructors with millions of viewers 
of his free online photography classes. He says, 
"Sometimes there is magic in front of your eyes. 
As a photographer, you have to be ready for it." 
We are pleased to provide the program and a light 
lunch for a nominal donation of $5 /person.

FRI7
Shabbatluck Dinner
6-7pm, Emanu-El
Everyone is welcome to join our congregational 
family for a Shabbatluck Dinner. These potluck 
dinners take place throughout the religious school 
year on the first Friday of each month before the 
Erev Shabbat Family Service. Our family service 
will be led by our 6th grade class and will feature 
the participation of our 3rd grade class.

Erev Shabbat Family Service with 
3rd and 6th Graders
7-8pm, Emanu-El
This service includes the participation of our 3rd 
grade class with leadership from our 6th grade 
class. We’re proud of our students and their 
participation and leadership in our service. Most 
Family Services are preceded by a congregational 
Shabbatluck potluck dinner. We hope you share in 
this delightful Shabbat service with us.

SAT8
Babies and Bagels: Baby Shabbat
9-10am, Emanu-El
A Shabbat experience geared towards families 
with children ages 1-30 months. Little ones will 
enjoy a service full of Shabbat songs, Torah 
talk, and parachute play!  Kiddush, motzi, and 
a bagel oneg sponsored by Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood follows this fun-filled program.  What 
a great opportunity for parents of young children 
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to meet and form groups—perhaps even life 
long friendships—with their peers.  Everyone is 
welcome!

Netivot Haneshamah:
An Exploration of Shabbat Prayer 
and Study in Russian
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Led by Rabbi Ilana Baird. An exploration of Shabbat 
prayer and study in Russian. Each session is guided 
by a community Rabbi or an expert on the topic 
offered.  All teens and adults of any age, interest 
and background  are invited and welcome. No 
experience with any of these subjects required. If 
you are interested, simply attend!

Netivot Haneshamah: Makom Yoga
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Creating space in body, mind and soul.  Each 
Netivot Haneshamah session is guided by a 
community Rabbi or an expert on the topic 
offered.  All teens and adults of any age, interest 
and background  are invited and welcome. You 
need not have any experience with any of these  
subjects.

CBD Tot Shabbat
11:15am-Noon, Beth David
For ages 5 and under. Relaxing, lighthearted, 
interactive Shabbat program for tots. Includes 
songs, stories, puppets and more.

CBD Jewish Book Discussion Group
1:30-3pm, Beth David
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris, led by Paul 
Freudenthal. This dark, hard-edged novel of 
conspiracy and espionage is a historical fiction 
based on the infamous Dreyfus affair in France at 
the turn of the 20th century.

SUN9
Men’s Club Coffee & Schmooze @ Peets
9:30-10:30am, Peets Coffee, Saratoga  
CBD's Men's Club's monthly coffee and schmooze 
at Peets in Saratoga. Comraderie, Coffee and 
Connections.  Offsite at Peets Coffee, 12148 
Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd, Saratoga, CA.

Hiking Meet-Up: Sunday Stroll
10am-Noon, Beth David 
Join with others at Beth David who love to walk. The 
walk will be a 5-mile loop around Saratoga starting 
at the synagogue.  Walk departs at 10:00 am sharp. 
Walks postponed in case of rain. RSVP via email to 
info@beth-david.org or call the office.

MON10
Siyum Bechorot: Fast of First Born
7-9am, Beth David
It is customary for firstborn Jews to fast prior to 
the Passover Seder. Join us at 7am for a brief 
morning service followed by the siyum where 
Shmuel Shultz will complete his study of an entire 
order of the Mishnah. We will conclude with a light 
celebratory breakfast which then permits eating 
throughout the rest of the day for all those in 
attendance.

TUES11 
Passover I Morning Services 
at Sinai
9-11am, Sinai
All Passover services are open to the entire 
community, regardless of background, 
experience or affiliation. We welcome you to join 
us for our programs, activities, and services.

CBD Passover Day I Services
9:30am-12:30pm, Beth David
All are welcome to join us for Day I Passover 
Services.

Second Night Congregational Seder
5-9pm, Shir Hadash
The Passover Seder is heavily associated in many 
of our minds with children.  We may remember 
our own childhood seders with our grandparents 
or think of happy times sharing the Seder with 
our own children and grandchildren.  Indeed 
one of the reasons for the Seder is to answer 
the questions our children will ask about our 
own history and beliefs.  But Passover is more 
than an experience for children and the Seder is 
meant for everyone of all ages. No one should 
be alone without a Seder to attend.  For that 
reason the Temple will be holding a Second 
Night Seder.  The Passover Dinner will be catered 
(prices below).  Please choose to bring either a 
bottle of Kosher for Passover wine or a bottle of 
grape juice to share with those at your table, or a 
Passover dessert to serve 10. We will use a full but 
contemporary Haggadah and share in the ancient 
story and modern reflections on the meaning of 
freedom and of our history. Join Cantor Felder-
Levy and the congregation by signing up now on 
line or calling the office. We anticipate that the 
seder will fill up quickly.

Temple Emanu-El 
Second Night Seder
6-8pm, Emanu-El
It's time to read from the Haggadah, enjoy a 
warm Seder, and have a joyous time with your 
friends and family as we explore the story of the 
Exodus. Passover dinner served.  Bring your own 
wine.  Vegetarian meals available upon request! 
Everyone is welcome so bring everyone you know.
Register at www.templesanjose.org by April 3.

Second Night Community 
Passover Seder at Sinai
7-11pm, Sinai
Congregation Sinai of San Jose is proud to present 
its annual second night Seder, led by Rabbi Josh 
Berkenwald. Join us to re-experience the exodus 
from Egypt with a participatory, and interactive 
program and a delicious catered, kosher-for-
Passover meal. It's a great way to have a delightful 
Passover celebration without a lot of fuss. Bring 
your out-of-town family! Help us welcome 
community members who may be far from 
home for the holiday! Sponsored and subsidized 
by Rina Katzen in honor and in memory of her 
dear parents Bella and Aharon Pozin, founders 
of Ra'anana Israel. Todah Rabah Rina! Subsidized 
Cost: $44/adults, $20/children 5 to 12, free for 
children age 4 and under. RSVP by April 5.

WED12
Passover II Morning Services
at Sinai
9am-Noon, Sinai
All Passover services are open to the entire 
community, regardless of background, experience 
or affiliation. We welcome you to join us for our 
programs, activities, and services.

CBD Passover Day II Services
9:30am-12:30pm, Beth David
All are welcome to join us for Day II Passover 
Services.

Lunch and Learn
Noon-1pm, Emanu-El
Join the Rabbi for lunch, and bring your opinion!  
Bring a sack lunch and join Rabbi Magat on the 
second Wednesday of each month to share in a 
stimulating discussion of recent events, political 
happenings, and other relevant topics related 
to current events. This event is open to the 
community.

FRI14
Alzheimers Caregivers 
Support Group
10am-Noon, Shir Hadash
The Alzheimer's Association, in conjunction with 
Congregation Shir Hadash's Caring Committee, 
is offering a Support Group for anyone trying 
to navigate the day-to-day difficulties of 
caregiving.   Support Groups help to provide 
tools for caregiving such as sharing ideas and 
resources.  They are most helpful for families and 
friends needing "helpful hints" because they are 
caring for or know a loved one with dementia or 
Alzheimer's disease.  This group will be "caring for 
the caregiver," offering support in a confidential 
setting. Open to the public  -  Drop-ins are 
welcome. The facilitator, Tami Anastasia, M.A., 
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CSA, is a Certified Senior Advisor and has been 
working with the Alzheimer's Association as a 
group facilitator at the Alzheimer's Activity Center.

CBD Passover Day IV Services
6-7:30pm, Beth David
All are welcome to attend services.

Erev Shabbat Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
Services are held in the Sanctuary. Different 
special activities are often incorporated, such 
as “Ask the Rabbi,” a sermon and discussion, a 
musical program, or a guest speaker.  Join us for 
an Oneg after which you can mingle and meet 
new people.

SAT15
Netivot Haneshamah: 
A Learning Minyan
9:30-10:30am, Beth David
Led by Rabbi Leslie Alexander
This is an opportunity to continue to learn the 
flow and meaning of a Shabbat morning prayer 
experience. Delve into the background and 
development of prayers to learn what they mean 
and why they were included. Learn the unique 
choreography of the Shabbat service. Discuss 
the prayers from a current perspective sharing 
feelings, reflections and ideas. Each session is 
guided by a community Rabbi or an expert on 
the topic offered.  All teens and adults of any 
age, interest and background  are invited and 
welcome. You need not have any experience with 
any of these  subjects, if you are interested, simply 
attend!

Netivot Haneshamah: 
Mindfulness and Meditation 
Through the Hasidic Lens
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid Valencia
Using Hassidic Torah texts and stories, he enables 
participants to find personal meaning in Jewish 
prayer and discover that current spiritual tools are 
rooted in the traditional Jewish experience. Each 
session is guided by a community Rabbi or an 
expert on the topic offered.  All teens and adults 
of any age, interest and background  are invited 
and welcome. No experience with any of these  
subjects required, simply attend! 

SUN16
Passover Yizkor Healing Service
7-8pm, Shir Hadash
Healing is something different than recovery and 
sometimes we are able to heal even where it is 
not possible to return to a previous state of health 
or to restore what is lost to us, whether that is an 
individual or a relationship. When someone dies, 

or when facing physical or mental health issues, 
our bodies, mind and soul are often in need of 
healing.  Perhaps, you or someone you know  
could use some words of comfort and care. Join 
Rabbi Aron and  Cantor Felder-Levy  for a healing 
and Yizkor service at 7pm on Sunday, April 16th.  
At this brief service, we will have readings and 
prayers that  offer us  healing.  We will then lead 
into our Passover Yizkor, a memorial service, to 
remember those we have lost.

MON17
CBD Holocaust Museum
9am-5pm, Beth David (through May 3)
The museum serves as both as a  meditative place 
and a place to learn about the Holocaust and its 
ramifications so that we can “never forget” and 
continue the fight for intolerance in our world. The 
museum flows as a timeline of Holocaust history 
and includes displays about resistance, righteous 
gentiles, and through today’s issues surrounding 
genocide and intolerance. A wide array of books, 
posters, videos, and art are woven into the exhibit, 
including a reading corner with  books for young 
children.

Passover VII Morning 
Services at Sinai
9am-Noon, Sinai
All Passover services are open to the entire 
community, regardless of background, experience 
or affiliation. We welcome you to join us for our 
programs, activities, and services.

TUES18
Passover VIII Morning Services 
with Yizkor Memorial Service 
at Sinai
9am-Noon, Sinai
All Passover services are open to the entire 
community, regardless of background, experience 
or affiliation. We welcome you to join us for our 
programs, activities, and services.

Yiddish Conversation Group
3-4:30pm, Beth David
The Yiddish Group is for people to re-activate their 
prior Yiddish knowledge, to learn Yiddish for the 
first time, and to have conversations.

Israeli Dancing
7:30-9pm, Emanu-El
Great exercise!  Great fun!  Great chance to meet 
new people! Put on your dancin’ shoes and come 
to our free Israeil dance class taught by our very 
own Loui Tucker. No dance experience necessary 
and we welcome everyone from the community 
to join in the fun.

THURS20
Evening Israeli Coffee Klatch
7:30-8:45pm, Beth David
Coffee, questions and conversations about the 
state of our Jewish state with Alex Drukarev as 
moderator.

Mental Illness Support Group
at Sinai
7:30-9pm, Sinai
Free and open to anyone whose life has been 
impacted by mental illness. Co-facilitated by Rabbi 
Josh Berkenwald and Lisa Warner, LCSW, Director 
of Clinical and Social Services at Jewish Family 
Services of Silicon Valley.

FRI21
Tot Shabbat with Catered Dinner
6-6:30pm, Emanu-El
Worried that your little ones will squirm and make 
noise during services? No need to worry at Tot 
Shabbat! Led by Rabbi Magat and Cantor Amanda 
Edmondson, families with young children will 
enjoy upbeat songs, a short story, and a talk 
with the Rabbi on the bimah during these brief 
services. The perfect way to introduce your little 
ones to the tradition of Friday nights.  Following 
services, enjoy a delicious dinner provided by 
Sisterhood, of course at no charge!

Erev Shabbat Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
Services are held in the Sanctuary. Different 
special activities are often incorporated, such 
as “Ask the Rabbi,” a sermon and discussion, a 
musical program, or a guest speaker.  Join us for 
an Oneg after where you can mingle and meet 
new people.

Shabbat Services with Special 
Guest Rabbi Susan Goldberg
8-9pm, Shir Hadash
This is the annual Caring Committee Shabbat 
Service with the Shir Hadash Choir. Join Rabbi 
Aron, Cantor Felder-Levy, the Choir, and guest 
speaker Rabbi Susan Goldberg, rabbinic advisor to 
the TV show Transparent. Rabbi Susan Goldberg 
serves at Wilshire Boulevard Temple. A fourth-
generation Angeleno, she is thrilled to focus on 
renewing LA’s east-side Jewish community to help 
it once again be an active part of the multicultural 
beauty of these neighborhoods. Her leadership 
has been featured in the Los Angeles Times, Lilith 
Magazine, Pasadena Magazine, the Jewish Journal, 
and on radio stations KPCC and KNX. Rabbi 
Susan was ordained by the Academy for Jewish 
Religion, California. Prior to becoming a Rabbi, 
she was a dancer and choreographer, performing 
in venues all over the world and teaching Laban 
Movement Analysis in a number of universities, 
including Loyola Marymount, Cal State Long 

FOR OUR UP-TO-THE-MINUTE EVENT CALENDAR, VISIT JVALLEY.ORG/CALENDAR

Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos
(408) 358-1751

Congregation Sinai
1532 Willowbrae Ave., San Jose
(408) 264-8542

Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Rd., Saratoga
(408) 257-3333

Temple Emanu-El
1010 University Ave., San Jose
(408) 292-0939

APJCC/Levy Family Campus
14855 Oka Rd., Los Gatos
(408) 358-3033

Datebook April 2017



  www.jvalley.org                                     26

Beach, UCLA, and CalArts. Rabbi Susan has also 
been committed to cross-cultural dialogue and 
social justice. She has served as a consultant to 
and the designer/facilitator of workshops for such 
organizations as the Anti-Defamation League, 
the American Friends Service Committee, and 
The National Conference for Community and 
Justice (formerly The National Conference of 
Christians and Jews), and was the Co-Director of 
the Human Relations Awareness Program for the 
Los Angeles Human Relations Commission. She 
was a cofounder of Arts and Action, a community 
arts and culture space in the MacArthur Park 
neighborhood of LA. Currently she is part of the 
Southern California Muslim Jewish Forum, the 
Interfaith Clergy Roundtable for the Department 
of Mental Health, and is the Rabbi consultant 
for the groundbreaking television program, 
Transparent. Most importantly, she dances in her 
living room with her husband and their three kids. 

SAT22
Shabbat in Nature
10am-Noon, Uvas Canyon, Morgan Hill
We celebrate Shabbat in Nature throughout the 
year with a Shabbat morning service led by Rabbi 
Dana Magat and Cantor Amanda Edmondson 
of Temple Emanu-El in a nearby park setting. 
Depending upon the location, the day may also 
include a potluck lunch, Torah discussion, singing, 
hiking and other outdoor activities. Shabbat in 
Nature is sponsored by the Ritual Committee and 
sometimes involves nature-related education 
along with family activities, such as visiting Happy 
Hollow Park and Zoo. This Shabbat in Nature will 
take place at Uvas Canyon and the Black Oak 
group picnic site (dogs on leash, no charge to 
park). Uvas Canyon is located at 8515 Croy Rd, 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037. 

Netivot Haneshamah: 
Approachable Torah
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Rabbi Berkowitz makes the Torah accessible to 
all. Participants discover that all of us can interpret  
the Torah portion through our own experience 
and spin a drash - a lesson of meaning. Each 
session is guided by a community Rabbi or an 
expert on the topic offered. All teens and adults 
of any age, interest and background  are invited 
and welcome. No experience with any of these  
subjects required. If you are interested, simply 
attend!

CBD Tot Shabbat
11:15am-Noon, Beth David
For ages 5 and under. Relaxing, lighthearted, 
interactive, Shabbat program for tots. Includes 
songs, stories, puppets and more.  

CBD Jewish Artists Group
1-3pm, Beth David
Presentations and Discussions on Judaica. In April 

join us for The Art of Edith Kallman (z"l). Presented 
by Nat Kallman and Melanie Carlston. Edith and 
Nat Kallman founded Congregation Beth David 
in 1963, with three other families. Edith was a 
modern artist, whose work is found in museums 
and many collections. Everyone is welcome, 
whether member of CBD or visitor!

Theatre Chevruta:
Neil Simon's Fools
7-9pm, APJCC (through April 23)
The JCC's Theatre Chevruta is proud to present 
Fools, by Neil Simon. Leon Tolchinsky is ecstatic. 
He's landed a terrific teaching job in an idyllic 
Russian hamlet. When he arrives he finds people 
sweeping dust from the stoops back into their 
houses and people milking upside down to get 
more cream. The town has been cursed with 
Chronic Stupidity for 200 years and Leon's job is to 
break the curse. No one tells him that if he stays 
over 24 hours and fails to break the curse, he too 
becomes Stupid. But, he has fallen in love with a 
girl so Stupid that she has only recently learned 
how to sit down. Saturday, April 22nd,7:00pm 
and Sunday, April 23rd, 2:00pm. Each show is 
followed by a post-show talkback. Tickets: General 
admission $20, JCC members $15, students/
seniors $10. JCC members, purchase tickets 
online in advance and your ticket is only $10. A 
link to purchase tickets online will be available 
on our website. Theatre Chevruta is the JCC's 
Jewish readers theatre program--staged readings 
of important, entertaining, and often unfamiliar 
offerings of Jewish theatre.  A staged reading is a 
fully cast, fully rehearsed presentation of a play 
with scripts in hand. Particularly popular in the 
development of new works and the revisiting of 
obscure works, the absence of lighting, sets, and 
costumes allows the focus to be on the actors and 
the words.For more information, contact CJLL@
apjcc.org or (408) 357-7492.

SUN23
CBD Men's Club Monthly Meeting
9:30-10:30am, Beth David
Come join us for our monthly Men’s Club meeting 
to schmooze, plan events, and share experiences 
and ideas as part or the CBD Community.  Held in 
the mercaz or Social Hall space permitting. Email 
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org to get on our 
mailing list

Exploring the World of Judaism: The 
Blessing of a B-Minus
9:30-11:30am, Shir Hadash
The Blessing of a B Minus - a discussion of Wendy 
Mogel’s book about using Jewish teachings to 
raise resilient teenagers. Using a framework of 
nine “blessings,” clinical psychologist and educator 
Wendy Mogel takes traditional Jewish wisdom 
and presents it to parents as a new way of looking 
at the world, at one’s own life and at the life of 

the family. Together we'll look at some of those 
teachings and discuss ways of applying Mogel’s 
ideas to our own realities. It is not necessary to 
have read the book in advance. Rachel Brodie 
is a Jewish educator who works primarily with 
adult learners and specializes in designing 
and facilitating professional development 
opportunities for other Jewish educators. She 
served as the Chief Jewish Officer of the JCC of San 
Francisco from 2011-2016. Prior to that Rachel 
was the co-founder and Executive Director of 
Jewish Milestones—a not-for-profit, educational 
resource for Jewish lifecycle ceremonies.  
Currently, Rachel teaches Jewish literature, history, 
and ethics at a wide variety of Bay Area institutions 
and as a scholar-in-residence around the country.  
She holds a Master's degree in Rabbinic Literature 
from The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
and a B.A. in Literature and History from Brown 
University.

Knitzvah Meeting
10:30am-Noon, Levy Family Campus
Since Knitzvah began in 2006, the "fabulous and 
amazing" Knitzvah members have created over 
10,000 cuddly creations for 18 agencies serving 
thousands of people. If you love to knit, crochet or 
sew or really want to learn how, this is the group 
to join!  Knitzvah meets monthly and creates 
beautiful handmade items for preemie babies in 
the NICU, seniors who appreciate lap blankets to 
keep warm, cancer patients in need of colorful 
caps, and so much more. 

Cub Scouts Pack 504 Meeting
12:30-3:15pm, Beth David
Calling all boys 1st thru 5th grades!  Pack 504 
Jewish Cub Scouts sponsored by CBD. Join us for 
bi-monthly meetings on Sundays after religious 
school.  We encourage outdoor activities and 
advancements with a Jewish theme.

Yom Hashoah Program and Service 
at Shir Hadash
6:30-8:30pm, Shir Hadash
From Kindertransport to the Refugees of 2017. 
Congregation Shir Hadash is proud to host the 
Community Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial) 
Service on Sunday April 23. The program will 
begin with presentations by Eric Kay who, a 
child, was rescued by the Kindertransport. There 
will be a slide show of art work and poetry by 
students from Fisher Middle School, the Harker 
School, St. Andrews, St. Mary's, Yavneh and the 
Congregational Religious Schools. Finally there 
will a presentation by HIAS and a viewing of 
segments of their film Refugee Children. A Yom 
HaShoah memorial service will follow with the 
lighting of candles by survivors and Second and 
Third Generation families and the participation 
of the community's Rabbis. This program will 
be especially meaningful to adults and children 
in middle school and high school. The entire 
community is welcome so please invite your 
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friends and neighbors. 

TUES25
Daytime Israel Coffee Klatch
10:30-11:30am, Beth David
Coffee, questions and conversations about the 
state of our Jewish state with Alex Drukarev as 
moderator.

Beer with the Boys by 
CBD Men's Club
7-9pm, Beth David
CBD Men’s Club invites all Men to join us once a 
month on a Thursday evening to share a meal 
and casual socializing at a local restaurant or the 
home of the host.  Combined with Poker, Cigars, 
Scotch, or Sports … for all men.

WED26
Lunch and Learn Torah Study
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Food for your body.  Food for your soul.  Need a 
better way to spend your lunch hour?  Join Rabbi 
Magat for an informal study and discussion 
session of a selected Torah portion.  Together we 
will navigate through traditional interpretations 
and modern applications of our historic teachings.  
Bring your lunch and be ready to get a new 
perspective on Torah. Open to members and 
non-members and no previous Torah study is 
required.

Power of Women
7-9pm, Levy Family Campus
This annual evening brings together over 200 
women to showcase the power we can have 
together. The 2017 keynote speaker is film 
producer Tiffany Shlain. The evening includes 
the presentation of the Janet Berg Award. This 
year's award winner is Sylvia Metz. Sylvia has 
given generously of her time, treasure, and talent 
to the Silicon Valley Jewish community and has 
worked to inspire so many other women during 
her decades of involvement. Early bird pricing: 
$54 (until April 11). Regular Price: $72. Open 
to the entire community; men welcome, too! 
Refreshments served. Please email amanda@
jvalley.org with any seating requests.

Want to show your support for Sylvia? Place an ad 
in our event program! 
Inside Front/Back Cover: $2,500
Full Page: $1,000
Half Page: $600
Quarter Page: $350

Sponsorship Opportunities Available! Learn how 
you can promote your company at this event. 
Contact Amanda Glincher at amanda@jvalley.org 
or (408) 357-7503 with any questions.

Kehillah Jewish High School 
Annual Gala
7-9:30pm, Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
Technology is woven into every aspect of our 
daily lives and has the potential to be a neutral, 
positive, or negative influence. Join us for a rich 
conversation about the ethical and educational 
implications of technology for our individual lives, 
our communities, and the world.
Kehillah Gala 2017 Co-Chairs: Corinne Lipmann, 
Hillary Mickell, and Apryl Stern
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San 
Antonio Road, Palo Alto.

The Hipster's Guide to Jewish 
Homemaking
7:30-10pm, Beth David
A night out each month to share a themed 
signature cocktail and snacks and learn totally  
new ways to enjoy Shabbat, holidays and Jewish 
life. Evenings will include food demos, crafting, 
discussion and real information and ideas on 
how to do Jewish stuff without stress and with 
enjoyment and satisfaction. $60/CBD members 
and $75/non-members.

FRI28
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30-7:30pm, Emanu-El
Once a month we like to offer our Shabbat 
service at an earlier time to accommodate 
everyone’s busy schedules.  In the summer 
months, our Kabbalat Shabbat services are held 
in our beautiful courtyard to enjoy the amazing 
California weather.

SUN30
L'Dor V'Dor
11am-4pm, Fourth St. Garage, San Jose
Hillel of Silicon Valley's Fundraiser. Fourth Street 
Garage, 44 South 11th Street, San Jose. Contact 
Sarita Bronstein at sarita@hillelsv.org or (408) 775-
7531 for more information.
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Who’s Gonna’ 
Love Me Now?

Monday, May 8 • 6:30pm

Film Screening & Discussion

Join Women’s Philanthropy
for an evening of film, education

and a chance to support
youth education on HIV and AIDS.

25% of new HIV infections
in 2010 were young people

ages 13-24

Cinelux Plaza Theater, 
Campbell

$25 includes film, snack, drink &
donation to Advocates for Youth

Chairs: Jodi Gerston & Andrea Rubnitz

Sponsored by

Event planner 
Lynn Osband

WEDDINGS
BAR / BAT MITZVAHS

SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONSULTING

WEDDINGS
BAR / BAT MITZVAHS

SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONSULTING

408-981-8422408-981-8422
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CAMPS FOR AGES 18 MONTHS-16 YEARS

2017

Addison-Penzak JCC 
of Silicon Valley
Levy Family Campus

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA
408.357.7416 | camp@apjcc.org

Register online at 
www.campshalomjcc.org

Mention this 
coupon code when 
you register and 

receive a free pair of 

Camp Shalom sunglasses! 
Code JFED2
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The APJCC is proud to be a part of the Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood, co-funded by the 
Koret Foundation and the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture, and supported further 

by the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and other generous supporters.

FREE! The entire community is welcome!

at the Levy Family Campus!
HaAtzmautYom
Celebrate

Celebrate Israel's Independence Day with music, 
Israeli dancing, Israeli food, a kosher-style barbecue, 

bounce houses and games for kids, and 
a scavenger hunt.

3:00-6:30pm
Friday, May 5th
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WED., APRIL 26, 2017 • 7PM

EARLY BIRD TICKETS ON SALE UNTIL APRIL 12

$54 early bird until Apr. 12 • $72 full price 
Levy Family Campus • 14855 Oka Road • Los Gatos • Refreshments Served

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

• Filmmaker, author & public speaker
• Founder of the Webby Awards
• Discussing her new film, “50/50”

• Silicon Valley Jewish icon
• Honored with the Janet Berg Award
   for her decades of leadership

2017 JANET BERG AWARD

Tickets online at jvalley.org/powerofwomen
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE • LEARN MORE ONLINE

For victims of domestic abuse, the first step is leaving. 
The next part is rebuilding their lives.

Now through April 26, drop off Uber, Lyft, Clipper, 
Yellow Cab and gasoline gift cards in the Jewish 

Federation offices. Your gift will help these 
women take their kids to school, go to work,

go to a job interview and start their new lives.

TIFFANYSHLAIN SYLVIAMETZ

of

wp ®
OF SILICON VALLEY

WOMEN’S
PHILANTHROPY Silicon Valley

In support of

RECIPIENT OF THE


