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FROM JYL’S DESK
The Levy Family 
Campus is the heart of 
Silicon Valley’s Jewish 
community for a 
reason. Actually, for a 
lot of reasons. 
 

Our facility is owned and operated by the Jewish 
Federation of Silicon Valley, but your own daily 
experience may involve the other agencies that 
call it home. 
 
The K-8 grade Yavneh Day School continues to 
grow in enrollment every year. If your kids are 
younger or have younger siblings, you probably 
spend some of your happiest times in the APJCC 
Preschool.  
 
The APJCC operates the on-site fitness facilities, 
including weight rooms, gymnasiums, and a 
pool. The APJCC’s health facilities were voted 
Best Health Club in Silicon Valley eight years 
running. The APJCC is happy to provide tours 
of the fitness center. 
 
You may take part in some of the classes the 
APJCC offers. No matter what your interest, 
the APJCC continues to find something to fit 
everyone. 
 
For those who need some support, Jewish Family 
Services of Silicon Valley is here to lend a hand. 

For so many of life’s struggles, the JFSSV is able 
to help. 
 
The Levy Family Campus also houses a state-
of-the-art auditorium, with in-floor sound 
enhancement for those with hearing difficulties. 
The auditorium and other spaces in the complex 
are available for event rentals.  
 
Whether your event calls for a light snack or 
a full meal, the campus can provide on-site 
catering utilizing the fully stocked professional 
kitchen. And no matter how long you’re staying 
on campus, don’t forget to stop into our cafe. 
 
Our grounds include sports fields, tennis 
courts and playgrounds, all of which are used 
extensively during seasonal camps. 
 
Being a Jewish facility, our community mikvah is 
available for those who wish to use it. 
 
The Levy Family Campus averages 14,000 
visitors each month.   
 
On behalf of our partner agencies, I hope you 
take full advantage of these remarkable facilities. 
After all, we’re your place!

Jyl Jurman, CEO of the Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley
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 408-357-7500
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c   mmunity photos

Yavneh Day School’s Kitah Gan Geffen's 5 and 6 year olds raised over 
$90 through their Tzedakah project to purchase toys for the children at 
Good Samaritan Hospital. Students took a field trip to the hospital to 
deliver the gifts.

We had our most successful Super 
Sunday in recent memory, taking in 
over $130,000 during a morning 
and afternoon calling marathon. 
Thank you to all our volunteers and 
our generous donors!

Congratulations to first place winner Seth Steiner. The tournament raised over $1,500 for Camp 
Scholarships. Thank you to all who participated.

The Jewish Federation’s 
Major Gifts Dinner was held 
on December 13 at the La 
Rinconada Country Club, 
where our guest speaker was 
from the humanitarian 
organization IsraAid.

We celebrated the sixth night of Hanukkah on December 29 with 
a ceremonial lighting of the Hanukiah in the outdoor portico of 
the Levy Family Center. Artist Jeff Warwick’s beautiful Hanukiah 
(pictured left) was also on display in the lobby.

®
OF SILICON VALLEY

Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament Major Gifts Dinner

Super Sunday 

Hanukkah Candle Lighting Ceremony

Yavneh’s Kitah Gan Geffen
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Sophie Everett
Daughter of Kirk Everett & Rebecca 
Dishotsky, was called to the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah on December 10 at Temple 
Emanu-El. Sophie is in the eighth grade at 
Yavneh Day School. An avid equestrian, 
Sophie enjoys competitive horse riding and 
jumping. She is an editor of Y Life: Yavneh 
News and serves as co-captain of the Yavneh 
volleyball team. She loves the performing 
arts and social justice projects such as 
“Downtown Streets.” In the “Slytherin 
House,” her strengths include defense 

against the dark arts. For Sophie’s mitzvah, she raised funds for San Jose’s 
Billy DeFrank LGBTQ center supporting equal rights for all. Sophie is 
excited to be celebrating this wonderful occasion with friends and family.

Gershon Jacobson
Rita & Jerry Jacobson of 
Congregation Sinai are pleased to 
announce the birth of great-grandson, 
Gershon Jacobson. He was born on 
September 6 in Lakewood, NJ. He 
weighed 6 pounds 14 ounces. He 
joins siblings Refoel and Miriam 
Aidel. His parents are Mindy & 
Hananya Jacobson. Gershon’s 
grandparents are Rabbi David & 

Emily Jacobson of Los Angeles and Yakov & Cookie Lipsky of Baltimore. 
His other great-grandparents are Grace Fox and the late Dr. George Fox of 
Los Angeles.

Jonah Daniel Snider
Son of Kelly & Eric Snider, was called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on December 
3 at Temple Emanu-El. Jonah is in eighth 
grade at Burnett Middle School in San 
Jose. This year he’s been busy with school, 
studying for his Bar Mitzvah, practicing 
piano, building robots with friends, 
playing video games and more. His 
younger brothers are Ari and Colin.

Ellis Goldman 
Daughter of Jeannine Bokor and Robert 
Goldman, was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah at Congregation Shir Hadash on 
November 12. She is an honor student 
in the eighth grade at Almaden Country 
School. She is the younger sister of Austen, 
a sophomore at UC Santa Barbara. She 
has been playing baseball for nine years 
and now plays competitively on travel 
teams. She plays basketball and enjoys bike 
riding, skateboarding, hiking with her dog 

Winston, listening to music, cooking and going on all sorts of adventures. 
For her mitzvah project she adopted the Santa Maria Urban Ministry for a 
year, collecting school supplies and clothing, arts and crafts supplies, sports 
equipment and gifts for the holiday season. Her grandmother Marilyn 
Goldman was thrilled to participate in the simcha along with family and 
friends from NY, FL, PA and MD.

Noa Berkenwald 
Daughter of Rabbi Joshua & Dana 
Berkenwald, was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on November 12 at Congregation 
Sinai. Noa is in the seventh grade at Yavneh 
Day School. Noa’s brother Solly is in the 
fifth grade at Yavneh. She is a voracious 
reader, plays the drums in the school band, 
and enjoys rock climbing and Camp Ramah. 
For her mitzvah project she donated money 
to the Jewish Coalition for Literacy.

simchas

Please send announcements and photos to Andrea Greyber at 
andrea.greyber@gmail.com or phone her at (408) 377-6224.

Called To The Torah

Births

by Andrea Cohen Greyber

Mark Shamis
Son of Artiom & Alla Shamos, was 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
November 5 at Congregation Sinai. He 
is the younger brother of David and is 
a student at Union Middle School. He 
enjoys fencing, gymnastics, rock climbing 
and playing guitar. For his mitzvah 
project he donated money to 
https//www.homefirstscc.org#home.

Get your JValley News to go.
Visit jvalley.org/news to read current and past issues wherever you go.
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PERSPECTIVES

By Cantor Amanda Winter
Temple Emanu-El

I recently read an article entitled, Science Explains 
Why We Love Our Camp Friends So Much. It had 
nothing to do with Judaism, but from reading it, it 
wasn’t hard to deduce that Jewish identity stems from 
collective nostalgia. Countless researchers have proven 
that camp—Jewish or otherwise—is one of the most 
significant, identity-formative experiences a child can 
have. Jewish camp is what brought me to the Cantorate, 
and I believe it is camp that has taught me much of 
what I know about leadership and management.

Today, children have so many different activities going 
on that it doesn’t always work, whether for timing or 
financial reasons, for them to attend Jewish camp. 
However, when you think about it, it doesn’t really 
make sense for us to expect our children to develop 
a sense of connection to Judaism or a strong Jewish 
identity only through religious school and on holidays. 
Those are important, but they can’t always provide the 
full impact that camp does. So what are we to do?

What should I be looking for in a camp?
That depends. Is your child ready for overnight 
camping? If they’ve never been to any camp, it is a good 
idea to start with a day camp first. Again, it depends on 
the child, but generally, I do not recommend overnight 
camp for children younger than 3rd grade. You also 
want to look at their daily activities. Are there a lot of 
them? Are they activities your child will enjoy? Many 
camps also offer tours in the off-season.

Camp is too expensive. What can we do?
Before you write off any camp once you see their prices, 
do some investigating for scholarships. All camps have 
them, it just may take some Googling! You can also get 
scholarships to camps through the JCC, your Temple 
Sisterhood, Brotherhood, or Board of Trustees. Rabbis 
and Cantors are also often willing to help, you just have 
to ask! Some camps need parent volunteers and will 
give you a tuition break if you can help out. You could 
also get a sibling discount if you have more than one 
child attending.

What camps are available for my child?
For more detail on camps and schools in our region, see the 
feature on page 14.

JCC-Camp Shalom (Los Gatos) • (408) 357-7416
Ages 18 months to 16 years, day camp
2-week sessions

Camp Newman (Santa Rosa) • (707) 571-7657
3rd – 12th grades, overnight
1.5-week to 8-week sessions

Camp Ramah (Monterey Bay & Ojai) • (415) 688-4752
3rd – 12th grades, overnight
1-week to 6.5-week sessions

Six Points Camp sports specialty (LA) • (310) 912-7335
4th – 11th grades, overnight
2-week sessions

Camp Tawonga (Groveland, CA) • (415) 543-2267
2nd – 12th grades, overnight
1-week to 3-week sessions

Finally, talk to your child about the camp you’re 
thinking about sending him/her to. Talk about what 
the day-to-day activities will be, look at the website 
and watch the promo video if they have one. They may 
want to go to the same camp their friends are already 
attending. It’s important to listen to your child, too. 
You want to hear and validate any fears they may have. 
Sometimes it is necessary to push your child to face 
their fears, but not to the point of turning them off to 
camping and Judaism altogether, so listen to your child 
and your gut. If they are fearful, talk to them about 
your own camp experience as a kid. If you can, talk 
to another family who has sent their child to the same 
camp. And of course, many Jewish professionals in the 
area are happy to talk more and answer any specific 
questions you may have. Happy Camping!

Ask the Cantor
Camp - A Jewish State of Mind

The Lighter Side
An Ode To My Jewish Summer Camp Experience
My love for Jewish camp encompasses more 
than just s’mores and “red rover, red rover, 
send your Jewish tuchus over!” It’s where 
kids make friends that last a lifetime and 
parents hope those memories will last forever. 

I remember my camp days. It’s where I played 
outside without a care. And most importantly, 
it’s where I thought, “these kids get me.” They’re 
my people. They accepted me despite my lack 
of interest in sports (playing sports made me 
sweat), or water (made my hair frizz). At camp, 
there were so many options for fun that I found 
what I liked. To no one’s surprise, baking challah 
become one of my favorite activities, as well as art 
and, hey, who knew tennis could be so much fun?
 
Parents never worry about dropping their kids off 
because they’re with their tribe. And in this tribe 
there’s plenty of sunscreen and snacks. No one goes 
hungry at Jewish camp. And there’s a good chance 
that if you get hurt, someone knows a doctor that 

will help.  Camp is where I learned how to like the 
outdoors and still accept that camping may not be 
for me, but hey, I’m not the only one and that’s okay. 
 
I never realized the importance of a camp 
experience until I had kids of my own. Just 
recently I was reminiscing with my cousin about 
our days in camp and she mentioned a memory 
involving a mutual friend and Slip’n’Slide. You 
see, Slip’n’Slide is not my thing. I mean, who 
really wants to slide down wet plastic with cold 
water flying in your face? I did it because everyone 
seemed to be having fun. Halfway down my 
body was not fast or slippery enough to make it 
to the end. There I was, stopped halfway down, 
everybody looking at me all cold and wet and 
let’s face it, they weren’t impressed. Instead of 
throwing in the towel, I stood up and danced the 
rest of the way to the end. My friend joined me, 
much to our peers’ amusement. I remember my 
friend announced at the end that we’d now call it 
Dance’n’Slide, and she convinced the kids at camp 

that we were onto something. My cousin and I 
called this friend because yes, we are still friends. 

You remember the friends you make at camp 
for a lifetime. She remembered the Slip’n’Slide 
incident and we all laughed and vowed to get our 
kids together for Slip’n’Slide... or Dance’n’Slide. 
Then it hit me as to why my kids need camp. I 
want them to feel that sense of belonging, that 
sense of freedom while feeling safe, all while 
discovering who they are. I want them to play 
outside, swim and laugh. I would love for them 
to like camping. Later they can come home and 
tell me all about it. They can thank me later for 
giving them the gift of camp, just as I’m about to 
call my mom and thank her for the same thing.

By Rachael Berman

Rachael was born and raised in the Bay Area. After college 
she pursued standup comedy in Los Angeles but alas the 
Bay Area kept calling. She returned to the Bay Area to 
raise her two kids and start her baking business, desserts by 
designs. www.dessertsbydesigns.com 408-910-7200



  www.jvalley.org                                     7

PERSPECTIVES

Celebrating Shabbat Shira, the Shabbat of Song
By Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy  
Congregation Shir Hadash

“Music is a language of its own, and its impact on the 
mind, the heart, the soul and the body exceeds and 
complements the richness of words.”

Throughout our time, we have seen many trends and 
styles come and go or come and stay in regards to 
Jewish music. Pieces that have been around for a long 
time are often referred to as MiSinai, as if they came 
from Sinai. Some of these are the melodies that we 
hear during the High Holy Days or melodies from our 
festival holidays. The most famous of MiSinai tunes is 
the Kol Nidre.

In addition to the MiSinai tunes, we also have nusach, 
the special modes and melodies that are used in our 
services. For example, almost every Friday night, 
you might hear me chant the V’neemar after the Mi 
Chamocha using nusach.

In the 19th century, we began to have Jewish 
composers who not only composed individual pieces 
for our liturgy, but they also composed whole services. 
Composers like Salomon Sulzer (Sh’ma), and Louis 
Lewandowski (Enosh, L’cha Dodi, Tzaddik Katamar) 
created whole services that could be sung by cantor 
and choir to lead the congregation in prayer.

As we entered more modern times, some of our most 
prolific Jewish composers not only created melodies 
for individual prayers, but expanded on the practice of 
composing whole services. This would be composers 
like Max Helfman, Max Janowski, Ben Steinberg and 
Michael Isaacson. In our congregation we have had 
the pleasure of singing Jose Bowen’s Klezmer Service 
and Craig Taubman’s Friday Night Live.

On February 10, Shabbat Shira, the Sabbath of Song, 
Congregation Shir Hadash co-commissioned, along 
with 21 other congregations around the country, a 
new service, Ladorot Habaim–For Generations to Come, 

a new Erev Shabbat Sacred Service, composed by Dr. 
Michael Isaacson.

My colleague Cantor Kerith Spencer-Shapiro said the 
following, “Isaacson’s musical style is innovative. He 
sets a unique tone by filtering each liturgical setting 
through a midrashic point of view.”

The Shir Hadash choir has been hard at work learning 
the music for Ladorot Habaim. Some of the pieces 
will be able to be integrated into the congregation 
and others are very complex melodies that might give 
us new insight into our prayers. All of these woven 
together create a service that Dr. Isaacson hopes leaves 
a lasting legacy of his compositional works.

The world premiere of Ladorot Habaim–For 
Generations to Come will be February 10 at 8pm at 
Congregation Shir Hadash. We hope you will join us 
to hear this new and exciting work of liturgical music. 
(408) 358-1751

Theatre Chevruta, the resident performance group at the Addison-Penzak Jewish 
Community Center of Silicon Valley (APJCC), will conclude its fourth season 
this April with Neil Simon’s hilarious comedy, Fools. This rarely-performed play 
was inspired by the tales of Chelm, as popularized by Isaac Bashevis Singer and 
numerous other writers.

There are two ways to join Theatre Chevruta for this, or any, production. One 
is, obviously, to attend and enjoy a performance. The other is to audition.

“Every play we perform has auditions that are open to everyone,” says Doug 
Brook, Theatre Chevruta’s artistic director. “Over the past four years, most 
of our plays have had a pretty even balance of performers from the APJCC 
community and from the area’s theatre community.”

“We like that balance, and it’s led to many quality performances,” says Brook. 
However, he adds, “To maintain that balance, we need to see many people 
audition.”

Auditions for Fools are Monday and Tuesday, February 6 and 7. To audition, 
simply come between 7 and 9 p.m. on one night, and fill out an informational 
form. Then you’ll receive a selection of short readings from the script – one 
paragraph each. Select one that you’re comfortable with, take a few minutes to 
prepare it, and then perform it for the director.

Fools has ten roles, of various ages and types, so there are many opportunities. 

Each play has its particular needs, however, 
so don’t be discouraged if you audition 
but don’t get cast. “Not everyone gets cast 
every time,” says Brook. “For instance, 
Fools has only three roles for women. If 
ten women audition, seven won’t get cast. 
It doesn’t mean they didn’t do well; they 
should still come back and try again next 
time.”

For every play’s auditions, the Theatre Chevruta website (http://www.apjcc.org/
jewishlife/readers-theatre/) contains details, including the characters in the play, 
their ages, and descriptions. When cast, the time commitment is modest. Up to 
ten rehearsals, total, scattered on weeknights (and a possible Sunday afternoon) 
through the two months prior to performances. “Reduced time requirements 
are a fringe benefit of producing staged readings,” says Brook.

Fools follows the inhabitants of a small Russian village that intelligence passed 
over. A newly-arrived teacher has just twenty-four hours to save the village (here 
renamed as Kulyenchikov) from its curse of ignorance.

According to folklore, after the world was created, an angel was sent to deliver 
one fool to every city. However, the bag broke, and they all ended up in Chelm. 
This led to a unique, peculiar brand of wisdom.

For example, when asked if the sun or moon is more 
important, the answer was, “The moon is more important. It 
shines at night when we need it to shine, but the sun shines 
during the day when it’s already light outside.” And that 
came from their rabbi.

On Saturday and Sunday, April 22 and 23, audiences can 
enjoy this laugh-out-loud feast of puns and malapropos by 
Neil Simon, the writer of countless comedies including The 
Odd Couple, Barefoot in the Park, Brighton Beach Memoirs, 
Sweet Charity, and many more.

See the very latest by liking Theatre Chevruta on Facebook at 
facebook.com/theatrechevruta. (408) 357-7492 

Theatre Chevruta Wants You
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Sunday, February 19th
7:00pm – 9:00pm
Join us for a talk and dinner with Dr. Joel Hoffman, author of  
The Bible Doesn’t Say That: 40 Biblical Mistranslations, Misconceptions,  
and Other Misunderstandings.

General Admission: $36  |  JCC Member: $24
Buy tickets online at www.apjcc.org/speakers
For more information, contact CJLL@apjcc.org or 408.357.7411.

The APJCC is proud to be a part of the Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood, co-funded by the Koret Foundation and the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture, and supported 
further by the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and other generous supporters. All Cultural Arts programs at the APJCC are made possible, in part, by generous contributions 
from Sylvia & Leonard Metz, Doris & Rick Davis, and Bill Lister. Joel Hoffman is visiting the APJCC as part of the Jewish Book Council’s 2016-17 JBC Network Author Tours.

14855 Oka Road | Los Gatos, CA 95032

®
OF SILICON VALLEY

Dinner and Talk with Author Joel Hoffman

Located on the Levy Family Campus in Los Gatos

Discover Yavneh and see how it just 
might be the perfect place for your 
family - whether your child is entering 
kindergarten, middle school, or a 
grade between. 

Yavneh is a 
place to learn
a community 

school, open to 
everyone

a place where 
students are at 

the center

408-984-6700
joy@yavnehdayschool.org

www.yavnehdayschool.org
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Striking Gold: Yavneh Day 
School’s Spring Benefit
Strike Gold with Yavneh Day School at our Gold Rush-themed Annual 
Spring Benefit on Sunday, April 2 from 5 to 9pm. Yavneh Day School 
invites you to help us honor Renee Fine’s 18 years of dedication in teaching 
at Yavneh, and recognize Andrea and Joel Rubnitz for 18 years of leadership 
and commitment to our school.

Renee Fine, recipient of the prestigious Helen Diller Family Outstanding 
Educator Award, is a pillar of Yavneh’s faculty, inspiring and influencing 
students for the last 18 years. Renee’s ability to skillfully teach and integrate 
both General and Jewish Studies, her high expectations that she holds for 
her students, and her commitment to Israel, her synagogue and local Jewish 
agencies, have earned her the status of a “living legend” in our community.

Among Renee’s many contributions to Yavneh has been the growth of the 
“Gold Rush” program, in which students assume the identities of ‘49ers. 
They chronicle their journeys, spend several days in character as prospectors 
on the Tuolome River, and learn about Judiasm during the Gold Rush years. 
“The experiential approach that Renee brings to the fourth grade curriculum 
has become a hallmark of a Yavneh education. It is but one of many ways in 
which she inspires our students and fellow teachers,” commented Yavneh’s 
Head of School Zvi Weiss. In addition to the hundreds of students whose 
lives she has touched, Renee and her husband Howard take special pride in the 
accomplishments of their own five children, all graduates of Yavneh Day School.

Andrea and Joel Rubnitz have been committed members of the Yavneh 
community. “Andrea and Joel’s dedication is truly immeasurable. Their 
tireless efforts have contributed directly to the school’s current success,” 
shared Yavneh’s current Board of Trustees Chair Arnnon Geshuri. “It is only 
fitting that Andrea and Joel be the honorees in their eighteenth year, as they 
themselves have chaired many successful events in the broader community, 
including Yavneh’s 20th and 30th anniversary galas.”

Joel, who is currently co-president of the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, 
served on Yavneh’s Board of Trustees as VP of Administration, President and 
Past-President and continues to serve on its Finance Committee. Andrea’s 
dedication rivals that of her husband, having held multiple roles on the 
Yavneh Parent Association Board, serving as a room parent and chaired 
Generation’s Day for two consecutive years. When we asked Andrea and 
Joel what makes Yavneh such a special place for their family, they replied, 
“Yavneh is more than a school – it is a caring, supportive community that 
allows children to blossom as students and thrive as individuals.” Starting 
when their oldest daughter was in Gan in 1999, to their youngest daughter’s 
graduation from eighth grade later this year, the Rubnitzes have dedicated 
themselves in every possible way to make Yavneh the special place it is today.

We fondly look back at the contributions of some of the most dedicated 
members of our immediate community and welcome our newest families 
and the greater community to celebrate with us. Yavneh looks forward to a 
stellar celebration, with Gold Rush-themed party, blackjack, silent auction, 
with dinner and dancing. Tickets, sponsorships and tributes will be available 
on Yavneh’s website in February: www.yavnehdayschool.org. (408) 984-6700

KQED’s 
Michael 
Krasny

An Evening With

You’ve never heard Michael Krasny quite like this. Join the host of 
KQED’s Forum with Michael Krasny for a side-stitching evening of 
Jewish humor at Kepler’s Books in Menlo Park on Thursday, February 
2 at 7:30pm.  He takes a break from current events to share his decades 
of research — since before his Bar Mitzvah! — into Jewish humor. 
Not only does he know the best of Jewish humor passed down from 
generation to generation, but he’ll explain the cultural expressions and 
anxieties behind the laughs. True to form, Krasny delves deep into the 
themes, topics, and form of Jewish humor. Tickets range from $40 
(includes a hardcover copy of the book), $20 for general admission, 
and $10 for students. Kepler’s Books is located at 1010 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025. (650) 324-4321

UPC   MING EVENTS

L’Dor V’Dor celebrates community members and students who make 
Hillel a welcoming home away from home on campus. Hillel SV enriches 
students’ Jewish experience and connects them with you, the Silicon 
Valley Jewish community, and with Israel. This year we honor community 
members Carrie and Bob Zeidman for their ongoing support. Student 
honorees are Kylie Greenhut, Jewish Student Union president at SJSU; 
Spencer Kinsey, David Project intern at SJSU; and Leeor Nehardea, 
Jewish Club intern, Foothill College.

Hillel SV is the place for students to explore and enrich their Jewish life, 
get involved in community, and make lifelong friends while having fun. 
Join us for L’Dor V’Dor: plenty of celebration, good food, schmoozing 
with friends and students.
 

Date: Sunday, April 30   Time: 11am   
Fourth St. Garage, 88 S. 4th St., 7th Floor, San Jose

Honoring Students and 
Community Members

Save The Date • Sunday, April 30 • L’Dor V’Dor

The Rubnitz family (L-R): Joel, Jessica, Sami, Andrea, Jordan
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Estelle Hirsch Aber
September 10, 1919 - December 23, 2016

Estelle was born in New York but moved 
to California in 1948, living mostly in San 
Jose. She is survived by her two sons Michael 
(predeceased by Valerie Galey) and Jeffrey 
(Janice), grandson Joshua (Brooke) and two 
great-grandchildren, Hudson and Lily.

She was happily married to Sol Aber for 
67 years, who passed in 2008. She enjoyed 
her time with their many friends traveling, 

especially to handball tournaments with Sol, playing pan and mahjong and 
working her crossword puzzles. While her body was failing, her mind and 
spirit remained sharp. She was a long-time member of Temple Emanu-El

In lieu of flowers please make a donation to a charity of your choice.

Murray Frymer
April 24, 1934 - December 13, 2016

Murry Frymer, loving father, grandfather, husband and brother, and an 
award-winning columnist for the San Jose Mercury News, was born in 
Toronto, Canada, the son of David and Sylvia Frymer, both Jewish refugees 
from Poland.

He moved with his family to the suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio at the age of 
11 and later graduated from the University of Michigan, where he was an 
editor of the university newspaper and a recipient of the Hopwood Prize for 
his play, Danse Marriage. He served in the Army and moved to New York 
City to pursue a career as a playwright. He wrote and directed Four by Night 
off-Broadway.

It was at that time that he began a long and successful career in journalism, 
with stops at Newsday in New York, where he was the viewpoints editor; the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, where he was the Sunday and features editor; and 
the Boston Herald, where he was the editor of the Sunday magazine.

In 1979, he moved to San Jose and worked at The Mercury News until 1999. 
He was later a columnist at San Jose Magazine, and was a co-founder of 
the Columnists.com. He played many roles during his two decades at The 
Mercury News, including stints as the paper’s film, television and theater 
columnist, and later as a columnist-at-large, writing many popular columns 
on topics ranging from his cat Hershey, to his mom, to the state of his 
mattress, which later served as the title of a book of his columns, They’re 
Coming for My Mattress: And Other Tales of Life.

As a columnist, he was the winner of the California Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s “Best Columnist/Critic” award in 1993, and a four-time 
winner (while writing for San Jose Magazine) of the San Francisco Peninsula 
Press Club’s “Best Columnist” award from 2004 to 2007. In April of 1999, 
then-San Jose Mayor Ron Gonzales declared “Murry Frymer Day” to honor 
his retirement from The Mercury News.

He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Barbara Frymer; his sister, Barbara 
Lurie; his children, Paul, Ben and Carrie; his daughter-in-law, Sarah Staszak; 
and his grandson, Elliot.

Howard David Greyber
April 2, 1923 - November 22, 2016

Dr. Howard David Greyber was born in 
New York City, the only child of Arthur 
and Beatrice Goldgraber. He was raised in 
Astoria, Queens.

Teachers recognized his intelligence from 
an early age: he skipped a couple of grades 
and was admitted to Stuyvesant High 
School where he graduated after barely 
turning sixteen years old. He received a full 

scholarship to study engineering at Cooper Union. After college, Howard 
worked as a test engineer as part of the Manhattan Project and, although he 
could have continued this work throughout World War II, he volunteered 
for the U.S. Navy to join the war effort. Howard served as a radar officer on 
the USS Crescent City, a troop transport ferrying U.S. and Chinese soldiers 
to and from the front lines in the Pacific. After the war, Howard worked 
on Operation Crossroads to determine if the Soviet Union had developed 
thermonuclear weapons; he received an honorable discharge having reached 
the rank of Full Lieutenant. Thanks to the GI bill, he was able to attend the 
University of Pennsylvania where he earned his PhD in physics  in 1951. He 
spent a summer running calculations for Project Matterhorn with John Von 
Neumann and moved to Berkeley where he worked at Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratories under Edward Teller doing weapons research.

Howard met his wife, Andrea, at Berkeley in the summer of 1964 and they 
were married on September 18, 1965. They spent a year living in Paris, and 
then London, where Howard was an adjunct professor at Imperial College. 
After returning to the States, Howard worked for Martin Marietta in 
Colorado on the Viking Project which sent the first probes to Mars. During 
this time, Andrea and Howard’s three children (Elizabeth, Robert and 
Daniel), were born and in 1972 the family moved to Potomac, Maryland 
where Howard worked for the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, Naval Intelligence and the National Science Foundation.

In addition to a lifelong interest in Astrophysics (he was a member of the 
Royal Astronomical Society who studied strong magnetic fields and their 
effect on galaxies), Howard loved politics and even ran for Congress in 
Massachusetts as a Republican against Tip O’Neil. He lost (badly, as any 
Republican did), but he did better than all the others before him. “Put a 
Scientist in Congress” was his campaign slogan.

Howard and Andrea returned to California in 2004 for warmer winters and 
to be closer to their three children and first four grandkids, all of whom 
lived on the West Coast at the time. He and Andrea enjoyed old movies at 
the Stanford Theater, trips to Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay and regularly 
attended Shabbat services at Congregation Sinai.

Howard is survived by his wife Andrea, his daughter Elizabeth (Joe 
Lichy), his son Robert (Natasha) and his son Daniel (Jennifer) and his 
grandchildren, Ari, Sam, and Carl Lichy and Alon, Benjamin, Ranon, Asher 
and Liana Greyber.

    bituaries

Please send obituaries and photos to andrea.greyber@gmail.com or phone her at (408) 377-6224.



  www.jvalley.org                                     11

    bituaries

Home of Peace 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

Founded 1853 

 

Owned and operated by Temple Emanu-El 
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned 

Cemetery, Mausoleum, and Columbarium.
Pre-Need Terms 

Wayne Rose, Administrator 
(408) 266-4184 

cemetery@templesanjose.org  

Miriam “Mimi” Ellen Gutterman
February 20, 1950 - December 2, 2016

Miriam “Mimi” Ellen Gutterman, daughter of Sidney and Devera 
Gutterman, passed away peacefully in Palm Springs. She is survived by her 
loving son David and his wife Ramani, her granddaughter Ellie, her sister 
Ann and her husband Gary, and her brother Clifford and his wife Susan.

Mimi was a beloved elementary school teacher for 35 years and an active 
member of Temple Beth Jacob. During her retirement, she enjoyed many 
Disneyland trips, Giants wins and quality time with family. Her last few 
months were filled with smiles and infectious laughter as she enjoyed 
FaceTiming daily with her granddaughter, aka her “Shayna Maidel.” She 
will be greatly missed by her family and friends.

Los Gatos Memorial Park
Shalom Garden

Serving the Bay Area Jewish community since 1889 
Peaceful, park-like setting overlooking Santa Cruz Mountains

*Pre Plan and receive a discount
*Graveside Ceremonies in a serene setting
*Upright monuments available
*Trained funeral  professionals
*Traditional caskets and ritual services

2255 Los Gatos-Almaden Rd., San Jose, CA 95124
www.losgatosmemorialpark.com

(408) 356-4151
Darling-Fischer Mortuaries

Chapel of the Hills      Garden Chapel      Campbell Memorial Chapel
615 N. Santa Cruz Ave.     471 E. Santa Clara St.     231 E. Campbell Ave.
Los Gatos, CA 95030     San Jose, CA 95112     Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 354-7740 (408) 998-2226 (408) 379-5010
FD940 FD557 FD898

www.darlingandfischer.com
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14855 Oka Road | Los Gatos, CA 95032

Sunday, February 5th  |  6:30pm – 8:30pm
Jesse Appell is a Jewish comedian who has made a career doing stand-up comedy in China.

In this show, “The Great LOL of China,” Appell — who is fluent in Mandarin Chinese — 
explains Chinese culture through its jokes, tells hilarious stories about working through 
censorship, and talks about what it’s like being a Jewish comedian in China and how  
his stand up show is received there. Kosher Chinese dumplings will be served, courtesy  
of L’chaim Foods.

Tickets $18 – $24
Buy tickets online at www.apjcc.org/comedy
For more information, contact Shir Gal Kochavi at the JCC: shir@apjcc.org

®
OF SILICON VALLEY

The APJCC is proud to be a part of the Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood, co-funded by the Koret Foundation 
and the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture, and supported further by the Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley and other generous supporters. All Cultural Arts programs at the APJCC are made possible, 
in part, by generous contributions from Sylvia & Leonard Metz, Doris & Rick Davis, and Bill Lister.

Dumplings & Comedy Night
With Jesse Appell, China’s Jewish Standup Comedian
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You, Your Teenager and  
Your Teenager’s Brain

1
%

O
N
L
Y

LISTING
COMMISSION

Full Service Discount Commission Realty

Ruben Yomtoubian
Real Estate & Mortgage Broker 

Appraiser; BS, MS, MIS, Finance

 #1 Discount Commission Real Estate Broker
 Leader in "No Fee" Mortgages though-out CA
 Over 1 Billion Dollars in Real Estate Transaction

Real Estate #01098186, Mortgage #NMLS31413, Appraisal #Al029181   |    Expire  20016   

Real Estate & Mortgage Broker
www.aDiscountMortgage.com

 1% Listing Broker Commission
 We Pay Buyer's Appraisal & Home Warrantee Fees                                                                                                                                                     
 0 Fee Mortgages  

Orna@ORNA.com | 408-253-2250

By Gordon Gladstone
Congregation Shir Hadash

Raising a child is akin to sharing your house with several different people in sequence. 
The non-verbal infant gives way to the toddler with a rapidly expanding vocabulary. The 
preschooler with the wide eyes is replaced by the elementary school student who seems wise 
beyond their years. Then the adolescent arrives. Whether they show up in middle school or 
wait until high school, this seems like a wholly new, and strange, person. Compounding the 
challenges is the enormous demands that school, family and activities can place on teenagers. 
As they grapple with these challenges, they are also growing. Mentally and physically at rates 
that sometimes seems visible to the naked eye, they are growing into adulthood. It is little 
wonder that teenagers behave in ways that are confounding to their parents.

How can we help our children stay balanced, motivated and resilient in today’s high-pressure, fast-paced culture? How do we foster learners who are healthy, motivated, and 
prepared for adulthood? How do we as their parents and mentors understand their experience and adjust our own responses?

Dr. Denise Pope, a senior lecturer at the Stanford University Graduate School of Education and a founder of Challenge Success, says we should encourage our kids to 
broaden their ideas of success by looking inward and not using the prevailing values. Challenge Success is a research and intervention project that aims to reduce unhealthy 
pressure on youth and champions a broader vision of youth success. Challenge Success is an expanded version of the SOS: Stressed-Out Students project that Dr. Pope 
founded and directed from 2003-2008. She lectures nationally on parenting techniques and pedagogical strategies to increase student well-being, engagement with learning, 
and integrity.

Join us on January 31 at 7pm when Congregation Shir Hadash hosts Dr. Pope to discuss new research in brain development and what we can do to support the adolescents 
in our households. The event is free and open to the community. More details can be found on the Shir Hadash website at www.shirhadash.org or call (408) 358-1751.

UPC   MING EVENTS

SCOTT LASKY
PHOTOGRAPHY

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Weddings
(408)807-4770
www.laskyphoto.com

scott@laskyphoto.com
Over 900 Mitzvahs & 700 Weddings Photographed, and Counting... 

Go For Experience

10227 De Anza Blvd. Cupertino, CA
408.446.2900 vardysjewelers.com

heartsonfi re.com

6315-Vardys.indd   1 1/29/16   2:49 PM
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Cover Story

Elie Wiesel once said, “the Jewish tradition of learning – is learning. Adam 
chose knowledge instead of immortality.” Whether it’s a Jewish day school, 
high school or camp experience, the immersive nature of Jewish education 
provides much more than the sum of its parts.

We all have a catalog of memories of our own school experience. A Jewish 
education adds multiple layers to learning. Judaism is more than a religion. 
It’s a relationship: a shared history. The Jewish cultural identity has endured 
for millennia precisely because traditions, stories and experiences are passed 
down.

Silicon Valley offers some of the best Jewish educational opportunities, 
whether it’s during the traditional school year or during the summer. We’re 
providing as comprehensive a review as possible of the range of Jewish 
educational programs and institutions throughout the South Bay.

PRESCHOOLS    

APJCC PRESCHOOL
The Addison-Penzak Jewish Community Center (APJCC) Preschool 
program is located in the Levy Family Campus facility in Los Gatos. The 

APJCC Preschool program 
welcomes children from 
18 months to 5 years old, 
with flexibility available 
for days per week and 
duration per day. The 
program’s mission is to 
help children grow in 
social, cognitive, language 
and motor skills. The 
program is grounded in 
Jewish values and tradition 
and welcomes families from all backgrounds.

Membership in the APJCC is a requirement for enrollment in the APJCC 
Preschool. Call the membership office at (408) 356-4973 for more 
information about membership.

To schedule a tour or observation of the APJCC Preschool, call the 
Preschool Office at (408) 357-7417. Cyndi Sherman, APJCC Preschool 
Director. www. apjcc.org/preschool/apjcc-preschool

By Jeff Rosenplot 
Editor, JValley News

Jewish Preschools, Day Schools, High Schools & Camps
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GAN AVAV PRESCHOOL
Part of the South Peninsula Hebrew Day School, Gan Aviv puts play front 
and center as the most important ingredient of a child’s learning. While 
classes appear informal, the program and the environment are the result 
of careful planning and structure. The play-based curriculum provides 
opportunities for children to experiment, discover and create. Tangible 
interaction is at the core of everything Gan Aviv does.
Located in Sunnyvale, Gan Aviv provides an immersive Jewish learning 
experience, with dual-language English-Hebrew programs supported by 
native speakers of both languages.

To schedule a tour, call (408) 738-3060.    
www.sphds.org/academics/gan-aviv

SHIR HADASH 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CENTER
The Shir Hadash Early 
Childhood Center is a 
fully licensed program 
for age 2-5 year olds 
located in Los Gatos. 
The program offers 
full or half day and 
partial week enrollment 
options, with extended 
care available early and late.
The Shir Hadash Early Childhood Center is inspired by the philosophy of 
Reggio Emilia, rooted in the Congregation Shir Hadash community and 
its Reform Jewish values. Reggio’s approach seeks to help children connect 
to the knowledge they already have, expand upon that base of knowing 
and to internalize the skills of observing, communicating, questioning and 
information gathering. Art, music, movement and nature are all part of this 
curriculum.

To schedule a tour, call (408) 358-1751 (x115). 
Drop-in visits aren’t always possible, so please call in advance.    
www.shecc.org

SIMCHA 
PRESCHOOL 
(Temple Beth 
El)
Founded in 1980, 
Simcha Preschool 
is the Jewish 
early childhood 
program of Temple 
Beth El in Aptos. 
Simcha Preschool offers a high-quality early learning experience for children 
two to five years of age. Their goal is to provide a loving, nurturing and 
respectful experience for Jewish and non-Jewish children alike. The focus 
is on promoting the physical, social, emotional and cognitive development 
of each child while responding to the individual needs of their families. 
Simcha Preschool’s curriculum, adult-child interactions and home/
school relationships are based on developmentally appropriate practice as 
defined by the National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). Creating an environment that lets each child flourish at their 
own speed and based on their own skills and strengths is the hallmark of 
this program.

Contact Simcha Director Sylvia Ferguson at (813) 479-3449 for more info. 
www.tbeaptos.org

CONGREGATION SINAI NURSERY SCHOOL
Located in San Jose, the Congregation Sinai Nursery School provides a 
developmental preschool program in a small, nurturing environment. The 
program encourages children to explore, discover and create. They model 
and teach Jewish values and practices, and foster a Jewish identity in an 
environment of respect and acceptance for all, regardless of background or 
belief. The curriculum involves language development, problem solving, 
creative development, physical development, socialization, and Jewish 
culture.

To schedule a tour, contact director Ifat Kantorovich at (408) 264-8486.    
www.sinai-sj.org

TEMPLE EMANU-EL PRESCHOOL
Located in San Jose, the Temple Emanu-El Preschool offers a 
multi-faceted, socially and academically developmental curriculum 
that balances academic, development and Judaic learning. The well-
rounded curriculum focuses on kindergarten readiness, from ABCs 
and 123s to science, math and art. The preschool accepts children 
from 24 months to 5 years of age, and has extended hours Monday 
through Friday.
Full and half-day programs are available, with sessions available 
partial or full weeks. The preschool offers discounts for enrolled 
siblings and Temple members, as well as extracurricular events like 
field trips and family potluck dinners.

To schedule a tour, call (408) 293-8660    
www.templesanjose.org/content/preschool

Our program promotes a sense of community based on respect for others, and 
cultivates a connection to Jewish values and tradition. We welcome families from 
all backgrounds. License #430709398

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.357.7417 | www.apjcc.org/preschool

APJCC Preschool
• Developmental, play-based program
• Ages 18 months – 5 years
• Full-day and half-day options
• 2, 3, or 5 days a week
• Toilet training not required
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YESHIVA PRESCHOOL OF SILICON VALLEY
The mission of Yeshiva Preschool of Silicon Valley is to give each child 
a personal growth experience in eight early learning domains: social, 
emotional, cognitive, fine motor, gross motor, spiritual, creative, and self-
help. Each child’s experiences are customized through small student-teacher 
ratios, individualized goals and assessments, and activities tailored to each 
child’s developmental level.

Both five and three day programs are offered, with aftercare services and 
sibling discounts offered.

The Yeshiva Preschool of Silicon Valley is located in San Jose. 
To schedule a tour, call (408) 634-9944. www.yposv.org

DAY SCHOOLS
YAVNEH DAY SCHOOL
Academic excellence. Social 
responsibility. Strong community. 
These are the hallmarks of 
Yavneh, the Jewish Day School 
located inside the Levy Family 
Campus. Yavneh is a K-8, 
independent, Jewish Day School. 

The school offers an inclusive 
environment independent of 
synagogue affiliation or level 
of ritual observation. Yavneh’s 
academic program develops 
self-motivated, independent 
thinkers with strong leadership, 
communication and problem 
solving skills. The curriculum 
exceeds California state standards 
and provides students with 
a broad range of education 

experiences in language arts, 
mathematics, social sciences, science, 
Jewish studies, Hebrew language, 
technology, fine arts and athletics. A 
special Israeli curriculum addresses the 
needs of native Hebrew speakers, while 
introductory Hebrew is offered at every 
grade level.

School tours may be scheduled by 
calling the Admissions Director 
at (408) 984-6700. www.yavnehdayschool.org

SOUTH PENINSULA HEBREW DAY SCHOOL
Located in Sunnyvale, SPHDS puts an emphasis on creating and 
maintaining a safe, nurturing environment where academic, social, physical 
and spiritual learning, discovery and creativity can flourish. A combination 
of Jewish and General Studies foster a lifelong love of learning. In the Lower 
School (K-5 grade), the curriculum ranges across a host of subjects. In 
Middle School, students begin to have specialized, small classes. Advanced 
subjects like robotics, debate and leadership are part of the curriculum. In 
their final year, students travel to Israel as a capstone to their learning.

To schedule a tour, call (408) 738-3060. 
www.sphds.org/academics/lower-school

SECONDARY EDUCATION
KEHILLAH HIGH SCHOOL
Kehillah Jewish High School in Palo Alto 
creates graduates with the knowledge, 
values and community that enables them 
to create extraordinary futures. Kehillah 
starts with four commitments: everyone 
counts, everyone has equal access to 
great learning, everyone’s unique talents 
are valued equally, and everyone takes 
responsibility for themselves, their 
learning, and their community. Kehillah 
provides a robust curriculum in the 
sciences, mathematics, the humanities, 
world languages, as well as the visual and performing arts. The classroom 
experience includes debate, dialogue, critical inquiry, and experimentation. 
Every class provides unique opportunities.

Kehillah’s athletic teams are part of Northern 
California’s Private School Athletic League. 
Students compete in soccer, volleyball, 
basketball, baseball, tennis, cross-country, 
golf, and swimming. Throughout their 
academic career, students are exposed to 
outside learning opportunities that range 
from a two-week trip through Israel to 
museum, theater and opera visits.

For questions regarding admission, please call (650) 213-9600. 
www.kehillah.org

C O V E R  S T O R Y  •  S C H O O L S  &  C A M P S

Event planner 
Lynn Osband

WEDDINGS
BAR / BAT MITZVAHS

SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONSULTING

WEDDINGS
BAR / BAT MITZVAHS

SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONSULTING

408-981-8422408-981-8422

408.408.206.6505      www.blue-moon-productions.com

Wedding and Bar/Bat Mitzvah Videography
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New for 2016-2017 

school year!

high-quality
education

play-based
learning

low
student-teacher

ratio

Conveniently located at 706 West Julian Street, San Jose

 traditional Jewish program  •  serving children ages 2-5  •  sibling discount  •  extended care option

www.yposv.org         info@yposv.org         408-634-9944Contact us

for a tou
r!

Facility #434415089

CAMPS
CAMP SHALOM
Camp Shalom is the 
camp program of the 
APJCC. Offering 
summer and winter 
programs, as well as 
spring break programs, 
Camp Shalom is held 
at the Levy Family 
Campus in Los Gatos. 
Facilities on site include 
a pool, gymnasium, 
playground and fields. 
Camp Shalom’s summer 
adventure for children 
ages 18 months to 16 
years of age is open to 
all faiths and backgrounds.

Traditional summer camp is broken out into four sessions, with a different 
theme each week. This year’s themes range from pirates to Maccabi sports 
to Ruach. Field trips include the Santa Cruz boardwalk, Raging Waters, 
Children’s Discovery Museum and Happy Hollow. Many additional 
summer programs are available with more specialized focuses such as 
science, dance, sports and cooking.

For more information or to register, call (408) 357-7416.    
www.campshalomjcc.org

CAMP KAYETZ (Temple Beth El)
Camp Kayetz is a summer day camp held at Temple Beth El in Santa Cruz. 
With the Pacific Ocean in the backyard, trips to parks and beaches are a 
hallmark of this program. Crafts, sports, music, theater, camping, field 
trips and special Shabbats are all part of the fun. Scholarships and financial 
assistance are available. CIT (Counselors-In-Training) positions are also 
available.

Contact 
(831) 335-
4560 to apply 
or for more 
information.    
www.tbeaptos.
org/content/
camp-kayetz

Addison-Penzak JCC 
of Silicon Valley
Levy Family Campus

Register online at
campshalomjcc.org
or call 408.357.7416

20
17

Camp
Shalom

At the 
JCC in 
Los Gatos

All Ages • All Summer
Full Day and Extended Day
14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA

Online registration starts Jan. 17, 2017!
Mention this 

coupon code when 

you register and 

receive a free pair of 

Camp Shalom sunglasses! 

Code JFED1

C O V E R  S T O R Y  •  S C H O O L S  &  C A M P S

NOTE: Information is taken from published websites and other data. Please 
check the individual school and camp websites for the latest information.
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Datebook - Ongoing Weekly Events
Monday Tuesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wednesday

Classic Jewish Texts
9:30-11am, Levy Family Campus
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the fundamental works 
of Maimonides, Luzzato, and other classic 
commentators. We have just begun the study of 
Horeb by Samson Raphael Hirsch. No Hebrew 
necessary. This is a free, drop-in class. No need to 
register. Rabbi Felsen, (650) 857-1800.

Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10-11am, Beth David

Jewish Ethics Discussion
11:15am-12:15pm, Beth David

Join Rabbi Ohriner as we study Tractate Megillah, 
containing laws of Purim, Torah reading, and 
synagogue practices. English texts are available. 
Newcomers are welcome. Donations to Adult 
Education are appreciated. Email AdultEd@beth-
david.org for more information.

Explore the wisdom of Jewish ethical teachings 
in this participant-led group. After completing 
our study of The Path of the Upright, we will select 
another book on Jewish ethics to discuss. Email 
AdultEd@beth-david.org for more information.

Hot For Shabbat
Noon-2:30pm, Beth David
Join the CBD community for a hot Shabbat lunch, 
and opportunity to schmooze and learn with 
friends old and new!  After lunch you can select to 
learn from one of our rotating learning sessions 
(Zohar Havura, Book Club, Talmud Exploration, 
Artist Group)!  You’re also welcome to attend 
Shabbat services starting at 9:30.  

Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30-11am, Sinai

Hasidic Havurah
11am-Noon, Levy Family Campus

Join Rabbi Josh Berkenwald for in-depth study of 
Jewish thought, belief, and practice. Learners are 
currently studying Tractate Avodah Zarah from 
the Babylonian Talmud, which explores issues 
related to idol worship in the ancient world. In so 
doing, it addresses the contemporary challenges 
of being a Jewish minority living within a non-
Jewish society. No fee; drop-ins are welcome; no 
experience necessary.

This class takes a look at some of the great works 
of past Hasidic teachers and strives toward 
deepening our contemporary Jewish spirituality. 
This class is for all abilities and levels and is a free, 
drop-in class. No need to register. Instructor: 
Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia

Herschel Roundtable
9-10:30am, Levy Family Campus

Beginning Yiddish Course
7:15-9:15pm, Shir Hadash

Drop in to study and discuss the writings of 
Abraham Joshua Heschel. We will start with his 
book, The Sabbath, which presents the Jewish 
Sabbath as an antidote to the fast pace of 
daily life in modern society. No experience or 
specialized knowledge necessary. Each week 
we’ll read and discuss a short selection from his 
writings. This is a free, drop-in class. No need to 
register.

If you have wanted to learn or relearn Yiddish 
phrases and expressions that your parents, 
grandparents, or ancestors spoke in Eastern 
Europe, New York, or your home, this is your 
chance! No prior experience necessary! Jon 
Levitow, lerer (teacher) of Yiddish at Stanford, UC 
Santa Cruz and several synagogues throughout 
the Bay Area will be teaching Yiddish classes for 
beginners right here at Shir Hadash. Full details at 
http://bit.ly/2j9x0az

This engaging class with the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh 
Seid-Valencia, keeps us full of life through the 
words of the Torah. All abilities, ages, and levels 
are welcome - you do not need to be a resident of 
Chai House. This is a free, drop-in class. No need 
to register. 814 St. Elizabeth Dr., San Jose. (408) 
947-1818

Torah Study @ Chai House
3:30-4:30pm, Chai House, San Jose

Beginning Hebrew 
11:45am-12:45pm, Beth David
Acquire basic Hebrew skills and a 900-word 
vocabulary for reading the Siddur, Chumash, and 
simple literature. Must be able to read printed 
Hebrew. Refresh and expand your childhood 
skills. Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

This is a continuing class, taught at the Moreland 
Apartments (Payne and Saratoga Avenues) for 
émigrés from the Former Soviet Union.  New 
students are warmly welcomed, but please 
contact the instructor for more information. 
This daytime class is designed for those who 
wish to enhance their ability to read Hebrew 
and participate in synagogue prayer.  You will 
expand your Hebrew vocabulary and reading 
fluency. Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew for FSU Emigres
2:15-3:15pm, Beth David

This continuing class uses a college level 
textbook to improve your Hebrew reading, 
vocalizing, and understanding.  Email AdultEd@
beth-david.org for more information.

Intermediate Hebrew
10-11:30am, Beth David

FEBRUARY
Friday, February 3 - 5:17pm
Friday, February 10 - 5:24pm
Friday, February 17 - 5:32pm
Friday, February 24 - 5:39pm

MARCH
Friday, March 3 - 5:46pm
Friday, March 10 - 5:53pm
Friday, March 17 - 6:59pm 
   (Daylight Saving Time adjusted)
Friday, March 24 - 7:05pm
Friday, March 31 - 7:12pm

San Jose
Shabbat Candle 
Lighting Times

Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos
(408) 358-1751

Congregation Sinai
1532 Willowbrae Ave., San Jose
(408) 264-8542

Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Rd., Saratoga
(408) 257-3333

Temple Emanu-El
1010 University Ave., San Jose
(408) 292-0939

Levy Family Campus
14855 Oka Rd., Los Gatos
(408) 358-3033
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Datebook February 2017
WED1
Lunch & Learn With The Cantor
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Join the Cantor for lunch, and bring your thirst 
for Jewish liturgy!  Bring a sack lunch and join 
Cantor Edmondson on the first Wednesday of 
each month to share in a stimulating discussion 
of liturgy and music. This event is open to the 
community.

Raising A Resilient Child
7:30-8:30pm, Sinai
Learn how to raise resilient children in the 
face of trends toward anxious parenting and 
over-parenting, and share your own ideas and 
experiences. These parenting circles are facilitated 
discussions that center around readings of Dr. 
Wendy Mogel’s acclaimed parenting guides, The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee and The Blessing of a 
B-. The circles will culminate with a talk with Dr. 
Mogel herself at the APJCC in Los Gatos on March 
23 from 7pm-9pm. $36/person covers all the 
parenting circle meetings. Register online at 
www.apjcc.org/circles.

FRI3
Shabbatluck Dinner
6-7pm, Emanu-El
Everyone is welcome to join our congregational 
family for a Shabbatluck Dinner. These potluck 
dinners take place throughout the religious school 
year on the first Friday of each month before the 
Erev Shabbat Family Service. Meet and schmooze 
with these students, their families, and our 
congregation during a friendly potluck dinner and 
stay for a delightful Shabbat service. Please bring 
a dish to share. The following designations are 
based in the first letter of your last name: A-L: Side 
dish, salad, fruit; M-Z: Main Dish.

TGI Shabbat Service/Potluck 
Dinner
6:30-7:30pm, Beth David
Join together with the entire CBD community in 
celebrating Shabbat beginning with a happy and 
celebratory Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by 
a delicious potluck dinner. See guidelines for what 
to bring. All ages are welcome. This year, in honor 
of completion of our new synagogue, our theme 
is Holy Place-Makom Kadosh. Each month we will 
feature a specific place in Israel during services 
and dinner. In February we will feature Zichron 
Yaalov. RSVP online or call Beth David.

Erev Shabbat Family Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
The first Friday of the month during the school 
year (September through May), services begin 
at 7pm in the sanctuary.  We’re proud of our 
students and their participation and leadership in 

our services. Most Family Services are preceded 
by a congregational Shabbatluck potluck dinner.  

SAT4
Netivot Haneshamah: Torah 
Takes The Stage
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
A chance to look at the week’s Torah portion and 
the whole Torah service with a theatrical lens. 
Expect opportunities for true Torah study along 
with much humor and discussion. Each Netivot 
Haneshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered.  All teens 
and adults of any age, interest and background  
are invited and welcome. You need not have any 
experience with any of these  subjects, if you are 
interested, simply attend!

Kabbalh Havurah: Experiencing 
The Zohar
1-2:15pm, Beth David
Join Rabbi Ohriner as we explore the splendor 
and enigmatic appeal of the Zohar with Dr. Daniel 
Matt’s annotations and explanations. The Havurah 
meets the first Shabbat afternoon of each month 
after Kiddush lunch. Texts provided in English. No 
prior knowledge of Jewish mysticism necessary!

SUN5
Super Bowl Party @ CBD
2:30-9pm, Beth David
Open to all! Hosted by the Men’s Club. We invite 
all men, women and well-behaved, supervised 
children to join us for Superbowl Sunday at Beth 
David. We’ll have a large projector set up in the 
Social Hall and a parve potluck. Free for CBD 
members, $10/non-member. RSVP online or call 
Beth David.

Super Bowl Viewing Party 
3-6pm, Sinai
Food. Friends. Football. It’s game time at NRG 
Stadium in Houston, Texas. Super Bowl Party at 
Sinai starts pre-game at 3pm. Light snacks and 
beverages provided. Kosher pizza available for 
purchase during the second half. A friendly touch-
football game at half-time. Betting pool for each 
quarter based on randomly assigned squares. 
RSVP to Gary at MensClub@sinai-sj.org.

Chinese-Jewish Stand Up With 
Jesse Appell
6:30-8:30pm, Levy Family Campus 
Comedian Jesse Appell presents his show, The 
Great LOL of China. Appell is a Jewish comedian 
who has made a career as a stand-up comedian 
in China. This show is based on his research on 
“cross-talk,” a special kind of traditional Chinese 
comedy. In this comedic presentation, Appell 
— who is fluent in Mandarin Chinese Open 

Sans explains Chinese culture through its jokes, 
tells hilarious stories about working through 
censorship, and shares what it’s like being “the 
funniest Jewish comedian” in a country he 
describes as “weirdly obsessed with Jews.” Jesse 
also shows how his bilingual comedy is helping 
China and the West understand each other better.  
Show length is 60 minutes, followed by a question-
and-answer session. Contact shir@apjcc.org. See 
our ad on page 12.

TUES7
Yiddish Conversation Group
3-4:30pm, Beth David
The Yiddish Group is for people to re-activate their 
prior Yiddish knowledge, to learn Yiddish for the 
first time, and to have conversations.

Preschool Open House
5-7pm, Emanu-El
This is a fun night for families interested in our 
program to come and check us out.  Our program 
accepts children ages 2-6. We will have activities 
for the kids in each  classroom, the entire staff 
will be present to answer any questions and the 
playground  will be available for tours.

Israeli Dancing
7:30-9pm, Emanu-El
Great exercise!  Great fun!  Great chance to meet 
new people! Put on your dancin’ shoes and come 
to our free Israeil dance class taught by our very 
own Loui Tucker. No dance experience necessary 
and we welcome everyone from the community 
to join in the fun.

WED8
Lunch And Learn
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El 
Bring a sack lunch and your opinion and join 
Rabbi Magat on the second Wednesday of each 
month to share in a stimulating discussion of 
recent events, political happenings, and other 
relevant topics related to current events. Event is 
open to the community.

Raising A Resilient Child
7:30-8:30pm, Sinai
Learn how to raise resilient children in the 
face of trends toward anxious parenting and 
over-parenting, and share your own ideas and 
experiences. These parenting circles are facilitated 
discussions that center around readings of Dr. 
Wendy Mogel’s acclaimed parenting guides, The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee and The Blessing of a 
B-. The circles will culminate with a talk with Dr. 
Mogel herself at the APJCC in Los Gatos on March 
23 from 7-9pm. Fee: $36/person covers all the 
parenting circle meetings. Register online at www.
apjcc.org/circles. Contact rabbihugh@apjcc.org
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Succulent Sh’Vat
7:30-9:30pm, Beth David
Beth David women of all ages are invited to 
celebrate Tu BiShvat by creating our own 
succulent gardens while sipping tequila and 
enjoying cactus-based treats. Please RSVP online 
or Beth David. Deadline is Feb. 1.

THURS9
Retirees Lunch ‘N Learn
11:30am-1pm, Shir Hadash
Join our retirees group for a monthly lecture, 
discussion, performance or film. Each month we 
have a new program to educate or entertain and 
we would love for you to come. We meet on the 
second Thursday of each month. We are pleased 
to provide the program and a light lunch for a 
nominal donation of $5/person.

Tequila, Tacos and Talmud 
Thursday
7:30-10pm, Beth David
Join us for an evening of socializing, food and 
Jewish learning.  This monthly event is the perfect 
way to unwind after a day’s work.  We’ll start 
the evening, socializing, eating and …then some 
Jewish learning! $15/person. RSVP online or call 
Beth David.

FRI10
Shabbat Service With The Choir
8-9:30pm, Shir Hadash
Shabbat Shira, the Sabbath of Song. Our 
congregation co-commisioned, along with 21 
other congregations around the country, a new 
service Ladorot Habaim-For Generations To Come, 
a new Erev Shabbat Sacred Service, composed 
by Dr. Michael Isaacson. Our Choir has been hard 
at work learning the music for Ladorot Habaim. 
Some of the pieces are pieces that will be able to 
be integrated into our congregation and others 
are very complex melodies that might give us 
new insight into our prayers. All of these woven 
together create a service that Dr. Isaacson hopes 
leaves a lasting legacy of his compositional works.

SAT11
CBD Family Service
9:30-10:45am, Beth David
A joyous, spiritual, thought-filled, 
multigenerational experience. Pray with your 
whole family, and find something different and 
unique for every member of the family.

Shabbat In Nature
10am-Noon, Kelley Park, San Jose
Temple Emanu-El celebrates Shabbat in Nature 
throughout the year with a Shabbat morning 
service led by Rabbi Dana Magat and Cantor 
Amanda Winter in a nearby park setting. 
Depending upon the location, the day may also 

include a potluck lunch, Torah discussion, singing, 
hiking and other outdoor activities. Shabbat in 
Nature is sponsored by the Ritual Committee and 
sometimes involves nature-related education 
along with family activities, such as visiting Happy 
Hollow Park and Zoo.  This Shabbat in Nature will 
be combined with our Babies and Bagels service 
this month.   This Shabbat in Nature will take 
place at Kelley Park at the Redwood Grove picnic 
area (this still pending approval from the city park 
service) (dogs on leash, fee parking). Kelley Park is 
located at 1300 Senter Rd, San Jose, CA 95112.

Netivot Haneshamah: An
Exploration of Shabbat Prayer 
and Study in Russian
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
An exploration of Shabbat prayer and study in 
Russian. Each Netivot Haneshamah session is 
guided by a community Rabbi or an expert on 
the topic offered.  All teens and adults of any 
age, interest and background  are invited and 
welcome. You need not have any experience with 
any of these  subjects.

Netivot Haneshamah: 
Mindfulness & Meditation 
Through The Hassidic Lens
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Using Hassidic Torah texts and stories, Rabbi 
Hugh Seid-Valencia enables participants to 
find personal meaning in Jewish prayer and 
discover that current spiritual tools are rooted in 
the traditional Jewish experience.  Each Netivot 
Neshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered.  All teens 
and adults of any age, interest and background  
are invited and welcome. You need not have any 
experience with any of these  subjects

Tu B’Shevat Service
10:30am-Noon, Shir Hadash
Tu b’Shevat is the 15th day of the month of 
Shevat. Used by the Talmudic rabbis to mark the 
age of trees today it is a moment to acknowledge 
the natural world. This year will have a creative 
service with reflections and recipes on the theme 
of a Sustainable Tu b'Shevat followed by a tasting 
of products of California and Israel with wine, 
beer, bread, smoothies, and other treats.

CBD Tot Shabbat
11:15am-Noon, Beth David
For ages 5 and under. Relaxing, lighthearted, 
interactive, Shabbat program for tots. Includes 
songs, stories, puppets and more.

CBD Tu B’Shevat Program
11:30am-12:15pm, Beth David
Join us for a multi-generational Tu b'Shevat 
program.  Where we’ll taste fruits, experience Israel 
and understand the meaning of “Jewish Arbor Day”.  
We’ll have activities for both students and adults.

CBD Post Kiddush Mitzvah Hour
1-2pm, Beth David
Join us for a bit of Shabbos social action right after 
Kiddush lunch!

Jewish Book Discussion Group
1:30-3pm, Beth David
The Best Place On Earth by Ayelet Tsabari, led by 
Susan Rojo.These eleven stories focus on Israel’s 
Mizrahi Jews searching for their place in the world. 
Tsabari’s characters grapple with love, violence, 
faith, identity, and the challenges of balancing old 
traditions with modern times. Her stories illuminate 
the burdens of history, the strength of the heart, 
and our universal desire to belong.

Shir Kids - Taste of Tu B’Shevat
3-5pm, Shir Hadash  
Come join us for a Taste of Tu B’Shevat! Put all 
your senses to work, as we eat, explore, and learn 
about the holiday and the wonderful things we get 
from trees! RSVP to Shanda@ShirHadash.org

Music, Magic & Mirth 2017
7:30-11pm, Sinai
An evening featuring live music, comedy, magic 
performances on stage and up close, fabulous 
hors d’oeuvres and decadent dessert, and amazing 
auction items! Festive attire! $40/person in advance, 
$50 at the door. Reserved seating: $100/person 
(advance sales only). Call Sinai to reserve.

SUN12
The Nazi Art Theft Saga
9:30-11:30am, Shir Hadash
Gustav Klimt’s portrait of Adele Block-Bauer (The 
Lady is Gold) was stolen, along with other works 
of art, by the Nazis during World War II. This 
portrait was so revered by the Austrians that it 
was regarded as a Mona Lisa.  Join Dr. Harvey as 
he shares his research and correspondence with 
Anne-Marie O’Connor, author of the book, The 
Lady in Gold, and with Randol Schoenberg, the 
lawyer who successfully prosecuted the case for 
Adele Block-Bauer’s only living heir. Go behind 
the scenes with Dr. Harvey to discover how the 
painting left Vienna and was returned to the 
rightful heir.

Mah Jongg Tournament @ CBD
9:30am-4pm, Beth David
A fun day of tournament Mah Jongg at Beth 
David with prizes and lunch! Tournament play is 
12 games, 4 games per hour, and players rotate 
tables every hour. All players are welcome so 
please bring your friends! RSVP online or call.

Hiking Meet-Up: Sunday Stroll
10am-Noon, Beth David
Join with others at Beth David who love to walk. 
The walk will be a 5 mile loop around Saratoga 
starting at the synagogue. Walk departs at 10am 
sharp and will be postponed in case of rain. Call 
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Beth David to RSVP.

Tu B’Shevat at the APJCC
Noon-4pm, Levy Family Campus
Families with preschool and school-age children 
are invited to these events with the Addison-
Penzak JCC. Have fun and meet other families. 
For details, contact Lorien Aspenall at loriena@
apjcc.org. Tu b’Shevat Festival (kids ages 2 and up, 
with adult). Celebrate the birthday of the trees 
with bounce houses, face painting, tree planting 
ceremony, games and more. $5/person.

Jewish Cub Scouts Pack 504 
Meeting
12:30-3:15pm, Beth David
Calling all boys 1st thru 5th grades!  Pack 504 
Jewish Cub Scouts sponsored by CBD. Join us for 
bi-monthly meetings on Sundays after religious 
school.  We encourage outdoor activities and 
advancements with a Jewish theme.

TUES14
Tea Time With A Maven
2-3:30pm. Beth David
Bring your questions for our maven (Yiddish for a 
trusted expert in a particular field) of the month, 
and schmooze with the maven and friends over 
tea and sweet nosh.

THURS16
A Beer With The Boys
7-9pm, Beth David
CBD Men’s Club invites men of all ages to join 
us to share a meal and casual socializing at a 
local restaurant or a private home. Some nights 
include poker, cigars, scotch, sports or other 
interests.  Attendees will order and pay for their 
own meal unless it is labeled a potluck.  This is an 
opportunity to get to know new CBD men or catch 
up with friends. Call for this month’s location.

FRI17
CBD PJ Shabbat
6-7:30pm, Beth David
What could be more fun for your children than 
coming to Shabbat Services in their PJs? Join us for 
a special Shabbat service filled with movement, 
song and stories. Stay for a kid (and parent) 
friendly dinner. The program is geared for children 
6 and under. Older siblings welcome.

CBD Tot Shabbat with 
Catered Dinner
6-7pm, Emanu-El
Worried that your little ones will squirm and make 
noise during services? No need to worry at Tot 
Shabbat! Led by Rabbi Magat and Cantor Amanda 
Winter, families with young children will enjoy 
upbeat songs, a short story, and a talk with the 
Rabbi on the bimah during these brief services. 

The perfect way to introduce your little ones to 
the tradition of Friday nights. Following services, 
enjoy a delicious dinner provided by Sisterhood, of 
course at no charge!

Brotherhood Shabbat
7-8pm, Emanu-El
Brotherhood, the men’s auxiliary at Temple 
Emanu-El leads a Shabbat service during the year. 
They have adapted a liturgy created by the Men of 
Reform Judaism, the national organization, adding 
their own selection of readings.

SAT18
Silicon Valley Intro To 
Judaism Shabbat at Sinai
9am-1:30pm, Sinai
Congregation Sinai warmly welcomes the Silicon 
Valley Introduction to Judaism class during 
Shabbat services and the Kiddush luncheon 
following services.

Netivot Haneshamah: A Learning 
Minyan
9:30-10:30am, Beth David
This is an opportunity to continue to learn the 
flow and meaning of a Shabbat morning prayer 
experience. Led by Rabbi Leslie Alexander, delve 
into the background and development of prayers 
to learn what they mean and why they were 
included. Learn the unique choreography of 
the Shabbat service. Discuss the prayers from a 
current perspective sharing feelings, reflections 
and ideas. Each Netivot Haneshamah session 
is guided by a community Rabbi or an expert 
on the topic offered.  All teens and adults of any 
age, interest and background  are invited and 
welcome. You need not have any experience with 
any of these  subjects.

Netivot Haneshamah: Makom Yoga
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Creating space in body, mind and soul.  Each 
Netivot Haneshamah session is guided by a 
community Rabbi or an expert on the topic 
offered.  All teens and adults of any age, interest 
and background  are invited and welcome. You 
need not have any experience with any of these  
subjects.

Exploring “The Other Talmud” 
The Talmud of Jerusalem
1-2:15pm, Beth David
Most of the time, when we say we are studying 
Talmud, we are speaking of the Rabbinic text 
spoken and written by sages in Babylonia.  Why 
did the Babylonian Talmud ( bavli) become the 
“gold standard “ in Rabbinic text and what  would 
have been different in Jewish life, observance and 
law had we used the “Yerushalmi” as our guide? 
Each month we will explore texts and topics 
emerging from the Jerusalem Talmud in a fun and 
conversational way. 

SUN19
Knitzvah Meeting
10:30am-Noon, Levy Family Campus
Since Knitzvah began in 2006, the “fabulous and 
amazing” Knitzvah members have created over 
10,000 cuddly creations for 18 agencies serving 
thousands of people. If you love to knit, crochet or 
sew, or really want to learn how, this is the group 
to join!  Knitzvah meets monthly and creates 
beautiful handmade items for preemie babies in 
the NICU, seniors who appreciate lap blankets to 
keep warm, cancer patients in need of colorful 
caps, and so much more.

Dinner with Author Joel Hoffman
7-9pm, Levy Family Campus
Join us for a talk and dinner with Dr. Joel Hoffman, 
author of The Bible Doesn’t Say That: 40 Biblical 
Mistranslations, Misconceptions, and Other 
Misunderstandings. Tickets $24/JCC member; $36 
non-member. Books will be available for purchase 
at the event. This is part of the JCC’s Distinguished 
Speaker Series 2016-17. For more information, 
contact CJLL@apjcc.org or (408) 357-7411.

MON20
Camp Shalom: Ski Week Style
8am-6pm, Levy Family Campus
Is your school closed for Ski Week? Looking for 
something fun to do? Sign up for Camp Shalom 
- Ski Week for kids in grades K-6. Camp Shalom 
is each day until Feb. 24. The regular camp day is 
9am-3:30pm. We offer extended care from 8-9am 
and from 3:30-6pm.

TUES21
Jewish Musical Theater, Composer, 
and Lyricists
3-4:30pm, Levy Family Campus
When you think of Jewish musical theater, you 
probably think of Fiddler on the Roof. But the Jewish 
legacy on Broadway goes far beyond that. Many 
of the leading lights of American musical theater 
are Jewish — from Rodgers and Hammerstein to 
Gershwin, Berlin, and Sondheim. Join us for a trip 
down memory lane with instructor Stephen S. 
Gill. You’ll be entertained musically while learning 
some history about the composers and their 
music.

Yiddish Conversation Group
3-4:30pm, Beth David
The Yiddish Group is for people to re-activate their 
prior Yiddish knowledge, to learn Yiddish for the 
first time, and to have conversations.

Israeli Dancing
7:30-9pm, Emanu-El
Great exercise!  Great fun!  Great chance to meet 
new people! Put on your dancin’ shoes and come 
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to our free Israeil dance class taught by our very 
own Loui Tucker. No dance experience necessary 
and we welcome everyone from the community 
to join in the fun.

WED22
Lunch & Learn Torah Study
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Food for your body.  Food for your soul.  Need a 
better way to spend your lunch hour?  Join Rabbi 
Magat for an informal study and discussion 
session of a selected Torah portion.  Together we 
will navigate through traditional interpretations 
and modern applications of our historic teachings.  
Bring your lunch and be ready to get a new 
perspective on Torah. Open to members and non-
members. No previous Torah study is required.

Ready, Set, Breathe: Practicing 
Mindfulness With Your Children
7-9pm, Yavneh Day School, Los Gatos
Ready, Set, Breathe: Practicing Mindfulness 
with Your Children for Fewer Meltdowns and 
a More Peaceful Family with Carla Naumburg, 
Ph.D.  Being a parent is stressful, and when your 
child has a meltdown, it can be difficult to keep 
cool—let alone help your child to calm down. 
Mindfulness can help everyone in your family stay 
calm in difficult moments, manage stress, and 
tolerate big emotions. Carla will teach you how 
mindfulness works and how to integrate it in your 
daily life with fun and accessible games, activities, 
rituals, and habits. Open to all parents.  This talk 
is designed for parents of children ages 3-12.  For 
additional information, please contact Daniela 
Silverstein or (408) 984-6700.

THURS23
Dames Who Dine
7-9pm, Beth David
The Dames Who Dine invites all women to join 
them once a month in the evening to share a 
meal and casual socializing at a local restaurant or 
at  the home of the host. In most cases, attendees 
will order and pay for their own meal. This is 
an opportunity to get to know new Beth David 
women or catch up with friends while possibly 
sipping a lovely, end of the day, glass of wine. 
Email  for details and location.

The Hipster’s Guide to 
Jewish Homemaking
7:30-10pm, Beth David
Today’s take on a timeless tradition. Evenings 
include food demos, crafting, discussion and 
real information and ideas on how do Jewish 
stuff without stress and with enjoyment and 
satisfaction. A themed signature cocktail and 
snacks will be served.  Participants will receive a  
special loose-leaf retro binder in which to save all 
handouts, information, ideas and recipes each 
month and a special gift.

FRI24
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30-7:30pm, Emanu-El
On the fourth Friday of each month services 
are held at 6:30pm. Once a month we like to 
offer our Shabbat service at an earlier time to 
accommodate everyone’s busy schedules. 

SAT25
CBD Jewish Artists Group
1-3pm, Beth David
Presentations and Discussions on Judaica. 
This month Steve Goldstein will present “Israeli 
Stamps, History and Art." The CBD Jewish 
Artists Group meets monthly. Meetings begin 
immediately after Kiddush Lunch, approximately 
1-1:15pm. Everyone is welcome, whether member 
of CBD or visitor, including non-artists, too! 

Abrahamic Religions Trialogue: 
Serving Humanity & Its Challenges
1:15-2:45pm, Beth David
Join Rabbi Philip Ohriner, Rev. Arvin Engelson, 
and Sheikh Alladin El Bakri for a panel discussion 
on the various perspectives of the Abrahamic 
religions on caring for the marginalized, poor, and 
those in need. Reception to follow.

Happy Hour & Havdalah: 
Teenage Director Matt Wolf
6-9:30pm Shir Hadash
Release your inner teenage self and hang out 
in our “theater lobby” enjoying all your favorite 
treats from pizza to popcorn, licorice to milk 
duds, plus adult beverages, and more. Havdalah! 
Followed by a screening of Teenage. Set to an 
original contemporary musical score, this film 
explores the creation of the generation we 
now call teenager. “Those who get the youth 
get the future.” Better than staying home with 
Netflix. Shir Hadash members have produced a 
wealth of creative talent: children who’ve grown 
up to become awe-inspiring filmmakers! We 
are highlighting award-winning films directed 
and produced by congregants’ adult children. 
Please join us for an evening of delightful film 
and conversation. Drinks, food and company all 
included. Jointly sponsored by the Adult Education 
and Membership Committees.

SUN26
Jewish Baby Network Play Date
10-11:30am, Shir Hadash
Looking for a fun family activity for Sunday 
morning? Bring your babies and toddlers 
(newborn - 36 months) and join other Jewish 
Baby Network families for snacks, playtime, and 
family fun. Older siblings will love the playroom 
and activities and are always welcome! JBN 
Director Carol Booth will lead Baby and Me Jewish 
songs, movement, and PJ Library® story time. 

We will also have plenty of time for free play and 
schmoozing. We welcome everyone, including 
unaffiliated, interfaith, single parent, and LGBTQ 
families. No RSVP is necessary, and please come 
when you can. This event is free, but please 
consider a $10 donation to support all of the 
Jewish Baby Network’s wonderful programs.

Steven Rothfield: Israel Eats
10am-Noon, Sinai
Join the author and photographer behind Israel 
Eats, Steven Rothfield. He will be speaking  about 
his book.   Israel Eats  will be available for purchase 
and signing that morning.

Jewish Cub Scouts Pack 504 
Meeting
12:30-3:15pm, Beth David
Calling all boys 1st thru 5th grades!  Pack 504 
Jewish Cub Scouts sponsored by CBD. Join us for 
bi-monthly meetings on Sundays after religious 
school.  We encourage outdoor activities and 
advancements with a Jewish theme.

Meal Cooking & Serving 
The Homeless With 
Abrahamic Alliance International
1:30-4pm, Beth David
We will again meet with West Valley Muslim 
Association and Saratoga Federated Church, to 
continue our dialogue together while we prepare 
a meal for one of the area shelters.  Option to 
continue and serve and partake of the meal at the 
shelter afterwards.

TUES28
Israel Coffee Klatch
10:30-11:30am, Beth David
Coffee, questions and conversations about the 
state of our Jewish state with Alex Drukarev as 
moderator. 

MARCH 2017
WED1
Lunch & Learn With The Cantor
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Join the Cantor for lunch, and bring your thirst 
for Jewish liturgy!  Bring a sack lunch and join 
Cantor Edmondson on the first Wednesday of 
each month to share in a stimulating discussion of 
liturgy and music. Event is open to the community.

FRI3
Shabbatluck Dinner
6-7pm, Emanu-El
Everyone is welcome to join our congregational 
family for a Shabbatluck Dinner. These potluck 
dinners take place throughout the religious school 
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year on the first Friday of each month before the 
Erev Shabbat Family Service. This family service 
will be led by our 5th grade class and will feature 
the participation of our 4th grade class. Meet and 
schmooze with these students, their families, and 
our congregation during a friendly potluck dinner 
and stay for a delightful Shabbat service. Please 
bring a dish to share. The following designations 
are based in the first letter of your last name: A-L: 
Side dish, salad, fruit; M-Z: Main Dish.

TGI Shabbat Service Followed 
by Potluck Dinner
6:30-7:30pm, Beth David
Join together with the entire Beth David 
community in celebrating Shabbat beginning 
with a happy and celebratory Kabbalat Shabbat 
service followed by a delicious potluck dinner. 
See guidelines for what to bring. All ages are 
welcome. This year, in honor of completion of our 
new synagogue, our theme is Holy Place-Makom 
Kadosh. Each month we will feature a specific 
place in Israel during services and dinner. In March 
we will feature Tel Aviv. Call Beth David to RSVP.

Erev Shabbat Family Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
The first Friday of the month during the school 
year (September through May), services begin at 
7pm in the sanctuary. This service includes the 
participation of our 4th grade class with leadership 
from our 5th grade class. Most family services 
are preceded by a congregational Shabbatluck 
potluck dinner.  We hope you share in this 
delightful Shabbat service with us.

SAT4
South Bay Teen Idol 
Semi-Finals 2017
7-9pm, Levy Family Campus
Save the date for the South Bay Teen Idol Semi-
Finals. See 20 of the South Bay’s best teen vocalists 
perform in this annual competition. The top 10 
finalists will advance to the finals in April, where 
they will compete for the $2,500 top prize.

SUN5
Exploring The World Of Judaism - 
Hybrid Judaism
9:30-11:30am, Shir Hadash
The New York Times called 2015 “The Year we 
Obsessed Over Identity.” Rachel Dolezol and 
Caitlyn Jenner have publicly challenged inherited 
notions of identity. At the same time, the 
American Jewish community is having an identity 
crisis of its own. Celebrating the publication of 
his first book, Hybrid Judaism: Irving Greenberg, 
Encounter, and the Changing Nature of American 
Jewish Identity, Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, Ph.D. will 
discuss the shifting tides of identity within the 
American Jewish community and beyond.

Men’s Club Coffee & Schmooze @ Peets
9:30-10:30am, Peets Coffee, Saratoga  
CBD's Men's Club's monthly coffee and schmooze 
at Peets in Saratoga. Comraderie, Coffee and 
Connections.  Offsite at Peets Coffee 12148 
Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd, Saratoga, CA.

Purim Mask Making
10:30am-2:30pm, Levy Family Campus
Families with preschool and school-age children 
are invited to this event at the APJCC. Have fun 
and meet other families. For details, contact 
Lorien Aspenall at loriena@apjcc.org.  Mitzvahs 
and Mask Making (all ages, with adult). Create a 
mask for Purim. Materials fee $5, or free if you 
bring clothing or non-perishable food to donate to 
the needy.

CBD’s Jewish Youth Education 
Program Spaghetti Fun-Raiser
5-7:30pm, Beth David
Join us for our First Annual Spaghetti Fun-Raiser.  
Our chefs and servers will be CBD’s staff and  
students!  We’ll have spaghetti, salad, garlic bread 
and of course desert!  You’ll be able to relax or 
dance to the music of our DJ. Early bird cost $10/
adult and $5/child.  After February 22 cost is $12/
person and $7/child. RSVP online or call Beth 
David.

TUES7
Yiddish Conversation Group
3-4:30pm, Beth David
The Yiddish Group is for people to re-activate their 
prior Yiddish knowledge, to learn Yiddish for the 
first time, and to have conversations.

Israeli Dancing
7:30-9pm, Emanu-El
Great exercise!  Great fun!  Great chance to meet 
new people! Put on your dancin’ shoes and come 
to our free Israeil dance class taught by our very 
own Loui Tucker. No dance experience necessary 
and we welcome everyone from the community 
to join in the fun.

Scent of Jasmine
7:30-9pm, Beth David
Nitza Agam discusses her poignant memoir, Scent 
of Jasmine, telling the story of her life in Israel and 
America—a tale of love, loss, and healing.

WED8
Lunch And Learn
Noon-1:30pm, Emanu-El
Join the Rabbi for lunch, and bring your opinion!  
Bring a sack lunch and join Rabbi Magat on the 
second Wednesday of each month to share in a 
stimulating discussion of recent events, political 
happenings, and other relevant topics related to 
current events. Event is open to the community.

THURS9
Ladies Who Lunch
11am-1pm, Beth David 
All women of Beth David are invited to join the 
Ladies Who Lunch which meets each month at 
the home of a different participant. Generally, 
there is a theme of the month and attendees 
bring lunch dishes to match the theme and 
sometimes stories, recipes and memorabilia to 
share. This is a casual fun opportunity to socialize  
with women of all ages.

Retirees Lunch ‘N Learn
11:30am-1pm, Shir Hadash
Join our retirees group for a monthly lecture, 
discussion, performance or film. Each month we 
have a new program to educate or entertain and 
we would love for you to come. We meet on the 
second Thursday of each month. We are pleased 
to provide the program and a light lunch for a 
nominal donation of $5/person.

Tequila, Tacos and Talmud 
Thursday
7:30-10pm, Beth David
Join us for an evening of socializing, food and 
Jewish learning.  This monthly event is the perfect 
way to unwind after a day’s work.  We’ll start 
the evening, socializing, eating and …then some 
Jewish learning! $15/person. RSVP online or call 
Beth David.

FRI10
Erev Shabbat Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
On the second and third Friday evenings of each 
month, services are held at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
Different special activities are often incorporated, 
such as “Ask the Rabbi,” a sermon and discussion, 
a musical program, or a guest speaker.  Join us for 
an Oneg afterwards, where you can mingle and 
meet new people.

SAT11
Babies & Bagels: Baby Shabbat
9-10am, Emanu-El 
This is a Shabbat experience geared toward 
families with children ages 1-30 months.  Little 
ones will enjoy a service full of Shabbat songs, 
Torah talk, and parachute play!  Kiddush, motzi, 
and a bagel oneg sponsored by Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood follows this fun-filled program.  What 
a great opportunity for parents of young children 
to meet and form groups—perhaps even life 
long friendships—with their peers.  Everyone is 
welcome!

Jewish Book Discussion Group
1:30-3:30pm, Beth David
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris, led by Paul 
Freudenthal. This dark, hard-edged novel of 
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conspiracy and espionage is a historical fiction 
based on the infamous Dreyfus affair in France at 
the turn of the 20th century.

CBD Family Megillah Reading
5-6pm, Beth David
Meant for families with children. Enjoy a fun, 
music-filled, abbreviated Megillah reading led by 
Rabbi Ohriner. He will do the voices of Queen 
Esther, King Ahashverosh, and even Haman (boo!)

Shir Hadash Tot Shabbat Purim Service
5:30-6:15pm, Shir Hadash
Join us for a fun dinner following our young 
families’ Purim and before the adult Purim Service 
and Shpiel (play).
Please use this link to RSVP for dinner.
5:30pm  Family Purim Service and Show
6:15pm Purim Dinner
7pm Purim Service & Play: Esther, A Persian 
Musical

CBD Community-Wide Purim Dinner
6-6:45pm, Beth David
Enjoy a festive Vegetarian Tostada Bar. RSVP 
before February 10 for early bird pricing: Adults 
and Teens $15; Children (5-12) $10; Tots (0-4) free. 
Prices go up after February 10th.  RSVP online or 
call Beth David. RSVP closes February 24 or when 
event is sold out.

Purim Shpiel @ CBD
6:45-7:30pm, Beth David
A new original musical Purim Shpiel created and 
directed by Shannon and Scott Guggenheim of 
Meshuga Nutcracker and Retro Dome fame.

Shir Hadash Purim Shpiel & Service
7-8:30pm, Shir Hadash
All our Services are open to the public and we 
welcome everyone to attend. Join us for a fun 
dinner following our young families’ Purim and 
before the adult Purim Service and Shpiel (play).
Please register by Tuesday, March 7, so we can 
have the right amount of food ordered. If you 
are responding Tuesday or later, please call Shir 
Hadash or email office@shirhadash.org.

CBD Gantze Megillah
7:30-9pm, Beth David
The “Gantze” Megillah experience is a full reading 
of the scroll of Esther geared towards adults 
with appropriate moments of gragger noise and 
frivolity.

SUN12
Shushan County Fair at CBD
11am-3pm, Beth David
Enjoy many of the experiences you have come to 
associate with a county fair.
• Petting Zoo
• Games, Food, Entertainment
• Rides and Inflatables Including a 20’ Slide

• White Elephant and Book Sale
• Exhibit Hall, Contests and Prizes
Buy a wristband for access to all inflatables and 
games plus a $5 voucher for food! RSVP online or 
call Beth David. $30 before March 3; $34 before 
March 9, $36 at the door. Individual tickets for 
games and rides will also be available for sale at 
the event.

Shir Hadash Purim Festival 2017
11:30am-2pm, Shir Hadash
Join Congregation Shir Hadash in activities for all 
ages:  Midway attractions, bounce houses, crafts, 
face painting, balloon animals, cake walk, and a 
surprise attraction! You won’t want to miss this!
11:30 am - Noon: Early entry for Preschoolers
Noon - 2pm: Open to all.

TUES14
Tea Time With A Maven
2-3:30pm, Beth David
Bring your questions for our maven (Yiddish for a 
trusted expert in a particular field) of the month, 
and schmooze with the maven and friends over 
tea and sweet nosh.

WED15 
Good Morning, JFS! 2017
7:45-9am Villa Ragusa, Campbell
Join us for an inspiring morning of first-hand 
stories from those who make our world a better 
place. We invite you to learn more about how 
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley empowers 
people facing difficult life challenges. Meet the 
people JFS helps and come away glad you were 
there. A free delicious breakfast and coffee 
will be served. Please be our guest. Contact 
goodmorning@jfssv.org. Also on Thurs 3/16.

THURS16 
Israel Eats: Lecture & Movie
6:30-9:45pm, Levy Family Campus
Steven Rothfeld, a world-class photographer, 
spent several months traveling  through Israel 
to explore the vibrant food scene. His book, 
Israel Eats, is a delicious compilation of stories, 
recipes, and stunning photographs  of Israel’s 
food culture today. Followed by a screening of the 
film In Search of Israeli Cuisine. Tickets are $12/JCC 
member, $15/general admission. Books will be 
available for purchase at the event.

FRI17 
Tot Shabbat with Catered Dinner
6-7pm, Emanu-El
Worried that your little ones will squirm and make 
noise during services? No need to worry at Tot 
Shabbat! Led by Rabbi Magat and Cantor Amanda 
Winter, families with young children will enjoy 
upbeat songs, a short story, and a talk with the 
Rabbi on the bimah during these brief services. 

The perfect way to introduce your little ones to 
the tradition of Friday nights.  Followng services, 
enjoy a delicious dinner provided by Sisterhood, of 
course at no charge!

Erev Shabbat Service
7-8pm, Emanu-El
On the second and third Friday evenings of each 
month, services are held at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
Different special activities are often incorporated, 
such as “Ask the Rabbi,” a sermon and discussion, 
a musical program, or a guest speaker.  Join us for 
an Oneg afterwards, where you can mingle and 
meet new people.

SAT18 
Netivot Haneshamah: 
A Learning Minyan
9:30-10:30am, Beth David
This is an opportunity to continue to learn the 
flow and meaning of a Shabbat morning prayer 
experience. Delve into the background and 
development of prayers to learn what they mean 
and why they were included. Learn the unique 
choreography of the Shabbat service. Discuss 
the prayers from a current perspective sharing 
feelings, reflections and ideas. Each Netivot 
Haneshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered.  All teens 
and adults of any age, interest and background  
are invited and welcome.  

Jewish Poetry Shabbat Service
10:30am-Noon, Shir Hadash 
April is National Poetry Month. Join us as we 
celebrate Jewish Poetry at a Special Community 
Shabbat. Laura Bernell, Susan Denniston and 
Elayne Klasson will each share one of their favorite 
Jewish poems and explain why it is so significant 
to them. Stan Garber, our member and poet 
laureate of Los Gatos, will read us some of his 
own poetry. Have some poetry of your own? 
There will be an opportunity for members of 
the congregation to participate in a poetry slam, 
sharing their own and their favorite Jewish poems.

Netivot Haneshamah: 
Mindfulness & Meditation 
Through The Hassidic Lens
10:30-11:45am, Beth David
Using Hassidic Torah texts and stories, Rabbi 
Hugh Seid-Valencia enables participants to 
find personal meaning in Jewish prayer and 
discover that current spiritual tools are rooted in 
the traditional Jewish experience.  Each Netivot 
Neshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered.  All teens 
and adults of any age, interest and background  
are invited and welcome. 
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Peter Hoffman Is Recipient of 
JCRC’s Emerging Leader Award

Peter Hoffman is the recipient of the 9th annual Emerging Leader Award from 
the Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley 
(JCRC). This award recognizes a JCRC Board member who has made significant 
contributions to the relationship-building work of the JCRC. As the representative 
of the Jewish High Tech Community (JHTC) to the JCRC board, it’s not a 
surprise that Peter’s contribution was an innovation highlighting technology as well 
as relationships.   

Peter had a vision to highlight the collaborations between Israel, California and 
Silicon Valley, and he made that vision a reality on the evening of April 12, 2016 
with a major event titled From the Promised Land to the Golden State: Shifting the 
Water Paradigm. The auditorium at the Levy Family Campus was packed with 
water experts from government, academia and the technology sector, and many 
others who simply wanted to learn how California could possibly emerge from our 
six-year drought. 

Working with Eric Rosenblum, the Environment Chair for the JCRC, and Ravit 
Baer, Deputy Consul General of the Israeli Consulate of the Pacific Northwest, 
Peter brought together key Israeli and California water experts. Their presentation 
was moderated by Stephen Stock, the NBC Bay Area Senior Investigative Reporter 
who created an in-depth three-part series on the California water crisis, which 
raises up Israel’s solutions as a model for California (see www.nbcbayarea.com/
investigations).

Thanks to Peter’s indefatigable efforts, we all learned a great deal that evening.  Ten 
years ago, Israel had similarly dire drought problems, and now Israel produces 
more water than it can consume. The key paradigm shift that drove Israel’s ability 
to solve their water problems was the consolidation of water policy-making into 
a single water authority. In California, we learned, we have 7,000 water agencies, 
which all operate separately. The main message from Avraham Tenne, Israel’s 

water expert who was 
interviewed in the NBC 
Bay Area special and 
was the keynote speaker 
in Los Gatos, was the 
need to understand the 
fundamental requirement 
of water conservation 
and management—
permanently. This advice 
stands, even now as we 
are experiencing flooding 
in California!

In addition to recognizing past contributions, the JCRC’s Emerging Leader Award 
also includes a $1,000 stipend to attend the national conference of the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs (JCPA), which this year will be held in Washington, DC 
from February 25-28. The JCPA is the national umbrella organization that includes 
the 125 JCRCs across the country, as well as many national Jewish agencies and 
the Jewish denominational movements. The annual conference always has very 
distinguished speakers such as ambassadors, authors and legislators, but equally 
important, it provides an opportunity to hear about and share best practices, 
and have discussions with fellow JCRC leaders from across the country. We are 
confident that Peter’s experience at JCPA2017 will yield even more opportunities 
to make meaningful connections between Israel, California and Silicon Valley.  

If you missed From the Promised land to the Golden State: Shifting the Water 
Paradigm, you can watch a full video of the program on www.jvalley.org/jcrc/
environment. If you are interested in getting involved in the work of the JCRC, 
contact Diane Fisher at diane@jvalley.org.

C   MMUNITY®
OF SILICON VALLEY

By Diane Fisher
Director, Jewish Community Relations Council
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Filmmaker, author and public speaker Tiffany Shlain will lead an inspiring and insightful 
discussion about the difference between virtual and real friendships. 

• Founder of the Webby Awards, described by the New York Times as the “Oscars of the Web”. 
• An acclaimed documentary filmmaker, with her own Jewish experience playing a large part in 
 her films. 
• Her work has appeared at the Sundance Film Festival, the US State Department and the 
 Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences. 
•  Shlain has won dozens of awards, including at the Los Angeles Movie Awards, and has been  
 nominated for an Emmy Award.  
•  She has spoken at both TEDWomen and TEDMED, and delivered UC Berkeley’s    
 commencement address in 2010.

Learn more about Tiffany at tiffanyshlain.com


