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JOIN US FOR AN EXCITING TWO WEEKS AT
AMC SARATOGA 14 AND TWO WEEKS
AT THE OFJCC IN PALO ALTO.
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2 01 8 S P EC I A L E V E NTS

OFJCC OCT 14, 6:00 PM Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me
OFJCC OCT 15, 6:30 PM Budapest Noir*
OFJCC OCT 15, 8:30 PM The Cousin*
OFJCC OCT 16, 6:30 PM The Last Suit*
OFJCC OCT 16, 8:30 PM Scaffolding*
OFJCC OCT 17, 6:30 PM RBG*
OFJCC OCT 17, 8:30 PM Shelter*
OFJCC OCT 18, 6:30 PM Itzhak*
OFJCC OCT 18, 8:30 PM The Invisibles*
OFJCC OCT 22, 6:30 PM GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II*
OFJCC OCT 22, 8:30 PM Mr. & Mrs. Adelman*
OFJCC OCT 23, 6:30 PM Driver*
OFJCC OCT 23, 8:30 PM The Mossad*
OFJCC OCT 24, 6:30 PM The Oslo Diaries
OFJCC OCT 24, 8:30 PM The Testament*
OFJCC OCT 25, 6:30 PM Kishon
OFJCC OCT 25, 8:30 PM Centerpiece - Standing Up*
AMC14 OCT 27, 7:30 PM Centerpiece - Standing Up*
AMC14 OCT 28, 3:00 PM The Last Suit*
AMC14 OCT 28, 5:00 PM Three Identical Strangers
AMC14 OCT 28, 7:30 PM An Act of Defiance
AMC14 OCT 29, 6:30 PM Scaffolding*
AMC14 OCT 29, 8:30 PM Mr. & Mrs. Adelman*
AMC14 OCT 30, 6:30 PM Remember Baghdad
AMC14 OCT 30, 8:30 PM Foxtrot*
AMC14 OCT 31, 6:30 PM Who Will Write Our History?
AMC14 OCT 31, 8:30 PM The Invisibles*
AMC14 NOV 1, 6:30 PM
Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story
AMC14 NOV 1, 8:30 PM
Shelter*
AMC14 NOV 3, 6:30 PM
The Mossad*
AMC14 NOV 3, 8:30 PM
The Cakemaker
AMC14 NOV 4, 3:00 PM
Budapest Noir*
AMC14 NOV 4, 5:00 PM
RBG*
AMC14 NOV 4, 7:30 PM
Foxtrot*
AMC14 NOV 5, 6:30 PM
GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II*
AMC14 NOV 5, 8:30 PM
The Testament*
AMC14 NOV 6, 6:30 PM
Driver*
AMC14 NOV 6, 8:30 PM
Maktub
AMC14 NOV 7, 6:30 PM
Itzhak*
AMC14 NOV 7, 8:30 PM
Bye Bye Germany
AMC14 NOV 8, 6:30 PM
Doubtful
AMC14 NOV 8, 8:30 PM
Foreign Land*
AMC14 NOV 10, 6:00 PM
Foreign Land*
AMC14 NOV 10, 8:30 PM
The Cousin*
Proud
of The ConductorSPOILER
OFJCC NOV
11, 6:00 sponsors
PM
Good Deeds:
Zubin ALERT!
Mehta
the Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
Creating a legacy and lasting
*Indicates two screenings during the Festival
financial security doesn’t have
to be a big production.
don't make
Take the first step and contact
us today.
real estate decisions
in the dark
www.wrpwealth.com

OPENING NIGHT:

OCT 14 | 6PM | OFJCC
Featuring Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve
Gotta Be Me and special guests
Manny Davis, son of Sammy
Davis, Jr., and actor/singer/
dancer Obba Babatundé.
Discussion and reception
to follow.

CENTERPIECE EVENT:

OCT 25 | 8:30PM | OFJCC
& OCT 27 | 7:30PM | AMC 14
Featuring Standing Up and
special guests, director
Jonathan Miller and comedian
David Finkelstein. David
Finkelstein is an ultra-Orthodox
Jewish stand-up comedian.
Discussion and Q & A with
special guests to follow.

CLOSING NIGHT:

NOV 11 | 6PM | OFJCC
Featuring Good Thoughts,
Good Words, Good Deeds:
The Conductor Zubin Mehta
and special guests, Bettina
Ehrhardt, the director of the
film, and Jamie Bernstein,
daughter of legendary
composer and conductor
Leonard Bernstein.
Discussion and
reception to follow.

TICKETS & INFO:

SVJFF.ORG
800-838-3006
OF SILICON VALLEY

(408) 260-3109
Werba Rubin Papier Wealth Management, LLC (“Werba Rubin Papier”) is an investment adviser registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Marc and Paula Levitt
are proud sponsors of the Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
Marc E Levitt Ph.D. CTA, creator of two award winning quantitative managed futures programs
www.svquant.com ● (408) 623-6388 ● National Futures Association ID: 0311607
Not an offer for a managed futures account. Past performance not a guarantee of future performance.

Buying or Selling

Community
Relations
Council

From the CEO
Jyl Jurman

ccording to Be’chol
Lashon, 20% of all Jews
in the U.S. are people
of color. In the Bay Area, that
number increases to 25%.
Jews originate from all corners
of the world. We are Jews
by choice. Jews by marriage.
Jews by heritage. And Jews
in practice only. As the story
points out on page 14, we are
a kaleidoscope of colors and origins, which is contrary to the
oft-held belief that Jews are “white.” We need to understand
that being Jewish is not defined by the color of our skin, rather
it’s what is in our hearts and our souls.
Fighting for tolerance, social justice and the rights of others is
central to what we do at the Federation. I have been asked by
many in our community how the Federation combats
anti-Semitism. Our actions are many, varied and ongoing.
Much of what we do is easily accessible to our community;
some of what we do is done quietly with the help and guidance
of our clergy and religious leaders.
We work in partnership with other organizations, Jewish and
non-Jewish, to provide opportunities for people of all ages to
learn and build relations. For example, several of our JCRC
leadership participated in the third “listening & learning session” between PACT (People Acting in Community Together)
and the Jewish community, which took place the first week
in October. Facilitated by Rabbi Amy Eilberg, coordinator
of Jewish engagement for Faith in Action Bay Area, and Rev.
Michael-Ray Mathews, a Baptist minister and leader in the
multi-faith movement for justice, the session resulted in a far
deeper understanding and appreciation for the Jewish connection to Israel. We are proud of the deep and long-term relationships the JCRC has fostered with our interfaith community,
helping to bridge gaps in understanding and foster a network of
support in good times and bad.
These stories and others have been and will continue to be
highlighted in JValley Magazine. Since the beginning of the
year, JValley Magazine has worked to better reflect our Silicon Valley Jewish community. We are covering issues of
importance as well as highlighting the wonderful work that
our partner agencies do to support our community. We have
increased advertising and upgraded our look and feel. It is
important to note that 100% of the production costs of JValley
Magazine is covered by advertising and magazine subscriptions. You can help support our editorial efforts by becoming a
subscriber. Every dollar earmarked for JValley Magazine will
help us continue to tell the important stories of our community.
To subscribe, go to www.jvalley.org and click subscribe on the
top right of the page.

VOTE!

Make
Your
Voice
Heard

Deadline to Register to Vote:

October 22

Missed the Deadline?
Conditional Voter Registration:

October 23 – November 6
Election Day:

Tuesday, November 6

Published six times per year by the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley. We reserve the right
to edit all content. JValley Magazine is not responsible for the content of paid advertising.
14855 Oka Rd., Suite 200 • Los Gatos, CA 95032
Phone: 408.358.3033 • Fax: 408.356.0733

ADVERTISE IN
JValley Magazine!
JValley Magazine delivers:
•Cost-effective, targeted advertising
•A highly educated and diverse
readership of more than 30,000
individuals
•Active and committed readers who
support local businesses and services
•The Go-To source for articles,
community and calendar events

SUBSCRIBE TO
JValley Magazine!
JValley Magazine continues to grow as a voice
for and about our Bay Area Jewish community.
We are totally reliant on advertising revenues
and donations to cover our costs. We need your
help to secure the future of Jvalley magazine.
Consider making a donation of $54 or more to
help support our magazine.

Go to jvalley.org and click
on “subscribe” now!
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY

PJ Library went to Oak Meadow Park to celebrate Sukkot. Roni Wolfe, PJ
Library coordinator, read the book, Engineer Ari and the Sukkah Express.
Families enjoyed creating their own mini graham-cracker sukkah, shaking the lulav and etrog and riding on the Billy Jones Wildcat railroad.

Yavneh students make a blanket for a local shelter
as a part of their teshuva justice project in
preparation for Yom Kippur.

Kol HaKavod to the Kehillah
High School students recognized
by the National Merit®
Scholarship Program! Sai
Gopinath, Alex Leiman, Lexi
Tuch, Ezra Mowbray, and
Paul Treitel have been named
commended students. Senior,
Joy Cheskin, has qualified as a
semifinalist.
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Yavneh Day
School’s sukkah
was built by
Yavneh parents
and students.

HILLEL SV

Shabbat Dinners - A Highlight of
the Week for Jewish Students
By Mitch Reitman, Assistant Director, Hillel of Silicon Valley

hen you come to the Hillel House in San Jose on any
given Friday afternoon, you’ll notice the transformation of our campus center as we get ready for the evening’s
Shabbat dinner. Staff and students are busy setting up tables
and chairs, folding napkins, putting up signs, and carefully
placing candles, wine, and challah into their places of honor.
The aromas of a multi-course meal being cooked in Hillel’s
kosher-style kitchen permeate the entire house. Shabbat
dinner co-chairs, Anita Margittai and Barb Green, recruit
community members who prepare and cook the weekly meal.
Students from five different campuses (San Jose State University, Santa Clara University, and Foothill, De Anza, and West
Valley Colleges) are joined by recent alumni and young adults
from the community to gather at Hillel of Silicon Valley for a
Jewish connection and a free meal.
Special-themed Shabbat dinners are especially popular among
the students. This past year there was a multi-cultural Shabbat
dinner, co-sponsored by SJSU’s MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center, at which students shared how they have been influenced
by their diverse family cultures. A Pride Shabbat included a
presentation by a speaker on his experience growing up Orthodox and gay in Israel. The food often reflects our themes and
holiday celebrations. Students enjoyed rolled food for Simchat
Torah, pumpkin soup for “Challah-ween,” Jewish-fusion
Thanksgiving dishes such as challah stuffing or sweet potato
kugel, latkes for Chanukah. Indian, Asian, Mexican, and Israeli
street foods were highlights of the multi-cultural Shabbat, and
barbecue was featured for Lag B’Omer.

A Kabbalat Shabbat service is offered once a month before dinner and is led by alumni, students, and staff. These services are
filled with songs and prayers often accompanied by students
on their own instruments.
Hillel’s Shabbat dinners are supported through community
donations. We thank our sponsors:
• The Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, Women’s
Philanthropy and Giving Circle
• The Russian-Speaking Program of the APJCC
• Temple Emanu-El, Women’s Group
• AEPi, Jewish Fraternity
• Numerous individual sponsors
To become a sponsor for a Shabbat dinner for Hillel of Silicon
Valley students, contact Mitch Reitman at mreitman@hillelsv.
org or 408-286-6669.
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JFS SV
Getting Ready for
Embrace–A-Family 2018
By Lori Cinnamon, manager of community and volunteer
engagement, Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley
ewish Family Services of Silicon Valley is already preparing for our 11th Annual Embrace-A-Family Giving
Program. It’s how JFS helps low-income families, homebound seniors, disabled adults and Holocaust survivors in the
community who would otherwise go without gifts during the
winter holiday season. Thanks to community support, last year
Embrace-A-Family contributed over 1,300 toys, clothes, and
household goods, and more than $17,000 of gift cards.

You’ll have a great time making wishes come true – and knowing that you brought happiness to children, adults, and seniors
in need.
Sponsor a Dreidel Wish Board at your place of work so you
can join your colleagues in making a difference.
Volunteer for Embrace-A-Family: Help make and update
dreidel boards, check in gifts, wrap presents, and more.
Groups, families and individuals welcome.
When JFS staff asks our volunteers and/or donors how they
feel about this program they often say that they receive much
more than they give. Help JFS this year bring smiles to those
in need. For more information and to volunteer, please contact
Lori Cinnamon at (408) 357-7467 or loric@jfssv.org.

Here’s how Embrace-A-Family works: November 14 December 18, generous donors pull dreidel tags from Embrace-A-Family Gift Boards. The gift boards will be located
at the Levy Family Campus, in the Yavneh/APJCC preschool
lobby, in the main lobby and in JFS offices, as well as at local
synagogues, and area Jewish day schools. Purchase the specially selected items on the tag, return the gifts and tags to the JFS
SV offices.

More Ways to Help:
Host an Embrace-A-Family Party: Pick up dreidel tags with
gift wishes from JFS and send them to your friends or
chavurah. Invite everyone to bring their gifts to your party.

JFS Chaplain Aides Ken
Abrams and Shell Rubenstein slice the challah after leading High Holiday
services at the
Terraces of
Los Gatos.
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JFS volunteer Seema Cicerone stands amidst a
wealth of gifts from generous donors sure to bring
smiles to many faces.

Beth Tognetti is awarded JFS Knitzvah’s Lilyan
Stavis Golden Needle Award to this year’s most
deserving Knitzvah member. From left, Susan
Gore, Beth Tognetti and Barbara Berlant.

The JFS Centerpieces for Tzedakah group met to plan and
assemble new baskets. These decorative baskets help JFS meet
the needs of families struggling with hunger. Committee
pictured from left: Joan Fox, Shirley Lee, Roberta Cooper,
Betsy Arnstein, Ginny Baird, Ruth Bareket, and Claudia Muller.

JFS SV

JFS Knitzvah celebrated 12 years of knitting. During last
fiscal year alone, Knitzvah made over 4000 creations.

JFS Executive Director Mindy Berkowitz wishes Chai House residents a sweet new year.

Yavneh students blast the shofar in celebration of Rosh Hashanah
with the residents of Chai House and JFS SV.

S I L I CO N VA L L E Y
JEWISH COMMUNITY

LP E
GACY
R O J E C T

Chai House Board Members Mort Berlant, Brett Borah, Steve
Matusow and Amber Reynolds enjoy themselves at JFS’ Sweet
New Year event at Chai House.

Join us at an upcoming Shabbat service
honoring your commitment to our community
CONGREGATION BETH DAVID AND
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF SILICON VALLEY
Saturday, October 13, 9:30 am
19700 Prospect Road, Saratoga, CA 95070

TEMPLE EMANU-EL AND HILLEL
Friday, October 19, 7:00 pm

1010 University Avenue, San Jose, CA 95126

CONGREGATION SINAI AND YAVNEH DAY SCHOOL
Saturday, December 1, 9:00 am
1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125

CONGREGRATION SHIR HADASH,
ADDISON-PENZAK JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER AND
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SILICON VALLEY
Friday, December 14, 7:30 pm
20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos, CA 95032

RSVP at www.jvalley.org
®

Congregation Beth David

OF SILICON VALLEY

Women’s Philanthropy

IS YOUR NEXT MOVE WITH A TRUSTED AND SEASONED REALTOR?

CONSIDER ROSA BENCUYA!
SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Northforde - Cupertino

Rolling Hills - Saratoga

River Bed - Santa Clara

Rosa Bencuya
Realtor®
408.499.2077
rosa@apr.com
HomeByRosa.com
License #01777813

WHAT CLIENTS HAVE TO SAY ABOUT ROSA
“From the moment you meet Rosa, it is obvious that she
is a positive force. She is a creative thinker with a “can-do”
attitude and fun to be with. She faces each challenge with
eagerness, enthusiasm and exemplary grace. . . an extraordinary
leadership quality.”
Paula M. – Seller in Saratoga

APR.COM

Family

Community

Legacy

wrpwealth.com
10 Almaden Blvd., 15th floor | San Jose, CA 95113 | 408 260.3190
Investment advisory services provided by Werba Rubin Papier Wealth Management, LLC (“Werba Rubin Papier”). Securities
transactions are offered through a non-affiliated entity, Loring Ward Securities Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. WR 15-038 (11/17)

Temple Emanu-El

Whether you are looking to:

 deepen your understanding of Judaism and the Torah
 cultivate social relationships with like-minded adults
 participate in worship services and holiday activities with your family
 introduce your tot to Shabbat
 cultivate an appreciation of Judaism in your youth and teens
 help repair the world through social action and activism

Learn what CBD has for you
Info@beth-david.org
Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Road ● Saratoga ● 408.257.3333

T H I S F A L L AT S H I R H A D A S H

OCTOBER–NOVEMBER 2018

Last Things: A Graphic Memoir of Loss and Love

Sunday, October 14, 9:30 am
Berkeley children’s author and illustrator Marissa Moss tells the
heartbreaking story of her husband Harvey, a gentle medieval art
historian and professor, and his deterioration and death from ALS.

Women’s Study

Starts Thursday, October 18 , 10:30 am (monthly thru May 16)
Explore short stories by contemporary American Jewish women
writers, using the book Scribblers on the Roof: Contemporary
American Jewish Fiction, with Rabbi Aron.

Happy Hour & Havdalah

Saturday, October 27, 6:30 pm
Test your TV, music, movie, and pop culture trivia knowledge.
Pub‑style appetizers and drinks, $20 per adult.

Sinai Religious School 2018-2019 is waiting for you!
Congregation Sinai provides you and your child with a comprehensive Jewish experience. Our Religious
School plants the seeds for a strong foundation in Judaism, Hebrew, culture and rituals. Come be part of
a community where both children and parents grow and develop their Jewish identities in an innovative
and dynamic environment that is rich in heritage, yet with an eye to the future.

Registration is now open for students in K-7 for the 2018-2019 school year.

REGISTER TODAY
director-learning@sinai-sj.org
408-264-1229
www.sinai-sj.org

Hollywood and the Jews: 1930–1960

Saturday, November 3, 7:30 pm
Join Riva Gambert in exploring how Jewish characters disappeared
from the silver screen while antisemitism rose in the U.S., how
Hollywood moguls were hesitant to “screen up” about the Third
Reich, and the impact of McCarthyism on Jewish Hollywood.

Scientists in Synagogues: Does Privacy Matter?

Sunday, November 11, 9:30 am
Join us for a talk by Susan Landau, Bridge Professor of Cyber Security
and Policy at Tufts University, followed by a panel discussion and Q&A
with some of our congregants from the tech industry.

Congregation Sinai connects people to Judaism, each other, Israel, and the world
1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125 | (408) 264 - 8542 | office@sinai-sj.org | www.sinai-sj.org

Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Rd., Los Gatos, CA
408–358–1751 • www.shirhadash.org
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YAVNEH
Yavneh Students Learn Like Leonardo
Neta Rosh Hashana video created by our 8th graders (see
video on Yavneh’s Facebook page) to the first-place win our
Yavneh students took home two years ago in the Wonder
Workshop Robotics competition (out of 700 teams statewide!),
it is clear that STEAM is impactful.”
This year’s Family Day of Code, Tinkering and Play, will take
place on November 4, and will be a celebration of STEAM.
Open to the entire community, the event will include toy making, Lego building, coding and robotics - there will be something for every age group, as well as family activities.
“By connecting this year’s Day of Code with historical figures,
we hope to remind young people that they, too, can be the next
geniuses who transform the world through their creations,”
said Weiss. “King Solomon may not have known it when he
wrote Kohelet (Ecclesiastes), but he himself was a STEAM
pioneer.”

Yavneh middle school students made a working prototype of an
hourglass for their STEAM2 class.

hat do Leonardo Da Vinci, Fibonacci, Marie Curie,
King Solomon, and Yavneh Day School students have
in common? They are all STEAM-based learners and creators,
according to Vanina Sandel, Yavneh’s STEAM coordinator and
creator of the school’s annual Family Day of Code, Tinkering
and Play.
At Yavneh, STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Math) learning is infused throughout the curriculum.
“STEAM, while a relatively new term, is not a passing fad
or teaching trend. It goes all the way back to these historical
geniuses,” said Sandel.
"Before he ever painted the Mona Lisa or the Last Supper,
Leonardo Da Vinci was creating blueprints for the first-ever
flying machine. He was a mathematician and an engineer
before he was an artist,” added Sandel. “These skills have been
artificially divided over time, but the reality is that they are not
only compatible, they are complementary and symbiotic - and
that is what we teach our students here at Yavneh."
"STEAM learning is the backbone of a Yavneh education," said
Head of School Zvi Weiss. "Our approach to project-based
learning integrates different learning styles and modalities
to ensure that every child succeeds across the spectrum of
subjects.”
“The accomplishments of our students demonstrate STEAM
learning success stories," said Sandel. “From the Dana and
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JEWS OF COLOR
Bay Area Jews: A Kaleidoscope of Colors, Beliefs and Perspectives
hat color was Jesus?
A simple enough question yet it carries the weight of centuries
of political, spiritual and emotional baggage. Especially in a
culture like ours where the relations of white people to other
ethnicities has often been marked by injustice and distrust.

Jesus in their image. As Europe colonized the globe, they took
their white Jesus with them. Simple logic says Jesus was a Jew.
Jesus was white. Thus, Jews are white. This coupled with our
post-Holocaust desire to assimilate created a false color wheel
devoid of color.

Jesus was a Jew, born about 2000 years ago in Nazareth. Today,
Jesus would be classified as a person of color. Brown skin, dark
eyes, curly hair.

According to the Portrait of Bay Area Jewish Life, completed
in 2018, 66% of married couples in the Bay Area are intermarried, with only one Jewish spouse. In addition, 25% of all Jewish households include an adult who is Hispanic, Asian-American, African-American or some other racial background.

Wait! So, he’s not the blue-eyed, fair-skinned man depicted
in all those paintings? The truth is that by the 1500s, 90% of
the population of Europe was Christian. And they painted

We are a kaleidoscope of colors, beliefs, and perspectives. Yet
society still attempts to peg us all perfectly; the round pegs in
the round holes, the square in the square.

Rob Lindo

Lindo’s father is a black Jamaican, his mother is a white Jamaican. Making Lindo’s Jewish story all the more compelling, his
maternal grandmother was also Jewish.
“My parents divorced when I was young, and I alternated
living with my mother in Canada and spending vacations and
summers with my dad in Jamaica. Canada and Jamaica are
both racially and ethnically diverse, so I never felt that different. Until I traveled to the United States.”
Lindo, who was once a stand-up comedian, tells his story with
humor. But there is an underlying message of identity and
acceptance throughout.

The Lindo Legacy, a book by Jackie Ranston, traces the lives of
the Jamaican branch of the Sephardic Jewish family of Lindo.
Originally from Spain, the family fled the Inquisition and
eventually settled in Jamaica around 1765. The history of the
Jews in Jamaica predominantly dates back to migrants from
Portugal and Spain beginning in 1494. Many concealed their
identities, referring to themselves as Portuguese or Spanish,
and practiced their religion secretly, if at all.
“I was in college before I found out I was Jewish,” says Rob
Lindo, an attorney in San Jose. “My uncle (my father’s brother)
was telling a story about his grandfather blowing the shofar in
shul. To say I was shocked is an understatement.”

“My family is a true ethnic melting pot. White, Black, Guianese, Jamaican, Spanish, Indian, Japanese. But what’s truly interesting is that outsiders put their own interpretation on what
they think I am. And people say racists things just assuming
I share their views. I remember once when I was just starting
out as an attorney, an older lawyer I had much admired made a
racist comment about a black defendant. The lawyer was white
and made two incorrect assumptions: 1. I was white, and 2. I
shared his racists views because I was white.”
Lindo holds a law degree from George Washington University,
where he was a member of an historically black organization.
This is where he learned the term passing. “Passing is a strictly
American term. I looked white. And while totally accepted by
my black friends, it was clear the benefits I had because I could
pass. I would have fewer safety issues, more job opportunities
and the likelihood of a higher salary.”

JEWS OF COLOR
Katrina Pierce

Full-time employee at the Department of Defense, part-time
dancing instructor, freelance fashion designer, former full-time
military and current member of the Army reserves, Katrina
Pierce is bubbly and full of life. Pierce was born and raised in
the heart of the Bible Belt in Memphis, Tennessee.

Kat officially converted in 2016, taking the Hebrew name Keterel Ahava. “I feel totally myself when I am at Temple EmanuEl,” said Kat. “I belong to a chavurah, participate in temple
activities and am warmly included as a temple member. That’s
not always the case outside the temple. You add the color of
my skin with my hometown and in most people’s minds it
doesn’t add up to Jewish. Jews outside of my temple look at
me and try to figure out my connection to Judaism. They wonder if maybe my partner is Jewish or if I’m from Ethiopia. On
the flip side, there have been times when other black people
assume I understand Southern church culture, which I don’t,
having not grown up in the church.
“I have found that when I open up and share my religious
journey, people have been embracing and want to learn more.
Converting to Judaism was absolutely the right choice for me,
but it didn’t come without fear. Would people look at my dog
tag and see Jewish and look at my brown face and wonder? We
all have to find our spiritual place and for me, being Jewish
makes me feel complete.”

Kotarah Thompson

“I grew up in a diverse household. I was one of five children
and was exposed to several different religions during my
childhood. My mom was married a number of times. And
each time she adopted the religion of her then husband. She
felt that religion was a personal decision and I think that
smoothed the path to my finding what was truly meaningful
for me.”
While in the military, Kat had the opportunity to take Hebrew
classes, giving her insight into the original text of the Bible,
which she was studying. But it wasn’t until she moved to the
Bay Area in 2014, that she felt the freedom to “find herself.”
After a bit of soul searching, Kat reached out to Temple Emanu-El and began meeting with Rabbi Dana Magat.
“The thing is, Rabbi Magat never looked at the color of my
skin, which is brown. He looked inside me and asked how I
identified. I said Jewish.”

“When I moved to California in 2004, my husband, Juan
Cooper, and I lived in Los Banos. Wanting a spiritual home, I
found a temple in Modesto and went to talk to the rabbi. Not
taking his eyes off me the rabbi joked, ‘Wait, you’re black and
you want to be Jewish? Talk about a double whammy!’”
Kotarah Thompson shares this story with a humor born of
conviction.
“Racism was rampant in Cincinnati, Ohio, where I grew up –
the KKK still has rallies there,” says Thompson. “In 1986, we
moved to an all-white neighborhood. We lived in a brown

Rabbi Dana Magot, Kat Pierce, and Cantor Edmondson at her
Bat Mitzvah

(continued on next page)
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JEWS OF COLOR
Bay Area Jews: A Kaleidoscope of Colors,
Beliefs and Perspectives (Continued)

Kotarah Thompson

house. I remember this specifically because our next-door
neighbor would continually
write “N….r” in bright
blue letters on our house.

“Nobody said a word about the color of my skin. But I felt
it oud. I was black in a congregation of white. I came in the
door with struggles on my shoulder and a heavy heart. The
truth was that everyone was so nice, I had no choice but to be
nice back!

“My mom was a fierce
advocate for us. We all
found solace in the practices of Judaism. I’m not
sure of the origin of this
- we weren’t Jewish! The
Sabbath was a day of study
for all of us. Beware the
friend that came over with
hopes of hanging out, they
were quickly made to hit the
books as well.

“I began studying with Rabbi Magat, formally converted to
Judaism and in 2015 became a bat mitzvah. I think my bat
mitzvah was a turning point in a lot of ways. I was having a
good deal of trouble writing my speech. I just couldn’t get it
right. And I’m a good writer! My parsha, from Leviticus, was
on the shofar. It finally came to me in the middle of the night.
I recalled the movie, School Daze, by Spike Lee.* In one scene,
the Laurence Fishburn character, in an effort to bring students
together, yells ‘Wake up!’ I literally sat up in my bed and it
came to me. Just like the shofar, Fishburn’s cry was galvanizing. I knew what to write.

“My mom raised all ten of us
kids (six biological and four foster children) on the concepts of
tikkun olam and tzedakah,” says Thompson. “She constantly
talked about the need to help others. We’d push back reminding her that we were the ones on food stamps. She’d sternly
remind us that we had a roof over our heads and were rich in
love.
“When I was 12 or 13, my mom married a man with African
ancestry from Laos, Nigeria, who was the pastor at the AME
church. She converted, and it became mandatory of all 10 of
us to attend church on Sunday. G-d was important to me, but
at my age I was already invested in the practices of Judaism
that my mom had instilled in me. I couldn’t wrap my arms
around a ‘New’ Testament when I thought the old one was
just fine. Thankfully, while my mom required respect for all
religions, she supported my spiritual path.
“I attended Wilberforce University, the first Historically Black
University in the US, which I learned was founded on the principles of the AME church. Christianity was at the soul of the
university, but Judaism was in my heart and soul.
“In 2008, Juan and I moved to Santa Clara. And I again
reached out to find a Jewish home. I sent an email to Temple
Emanu-El in San Jose, and immediately received an invitation
to attend an ice cream social, which I did. I was warmly welcomed by everyone.
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“I wrote about how I grew up and the hardships of Cincinnati. How I bought my own bible and sneaked candles into my
dorm room at my Christian college, so I could observe Shabbat. How I said my prayers and washed my hands and often
missed parties because of Shabbat. I am Jewish. But I am also
black and G-d knows my heart.”
To forge a connection with her black friends and provide a
context for understanding her bat mitzvah, Thompson sent
each of them a background on Judaism along with what to expect from the day. She even sent a mini dictionary of Hebrew
words! For Thompson, being Jewish does not mean turning
her back on her heritage. It simply means taking comfort in
the spiritual religion that fills her soul.
“The shofar blasts -‘Wake up!’ Yes. We all need to wakeup. Rabbi Magat told me that a Jew is someone who thinks
he or she is a Jew. How I lead my life is reflective of both my
upbringing and the tenets of Judaism. My accent is Southern.
My skin is brown. My hair is curly. And I am a Jew.”
Kotarah Thomson works at a crisis residential facility for
mental health. She and her husband, Juan, who is not Jewish,
share their traditions and cultures with their adopted daughter, Aukiah – who is thrilled to celebrate both Christmas and
Chanukah.
*School Daze takes place at a fictitious historically black college and
shines a spotlight on the issues of color and hair texture within the
African-American community.

JEWS OF COLOR
Building the Field for
Jews of Color
by Ilana Kaufman, Director of Jews of Color
Field Building Initiative
gainst the backdrop of a nation
strained by senseless race-based
killings and the most serious wave of
racial injustice seen in fifty years, Jewish
community leaders are awakening to
their role in advancing racial justice.
They are critically reflective on how daily
and institutional expressions of racism
affect Jews of Color who navigate the
world in brown and black skin.
As leaders we wonder, “are Jews of Color
safe? Do they (and in some cases, “we”)
feel welcome? Are Jews of Color treated
with fairness and able to move through
the Jewish community without obstacle
and with comfort and ease? Do we feel
like this is our Jewish community, too?”
To answer these questions and others, in
2016, the Leichtag Foundation, in
partnership with other funders and
organizational leaders, convened 12

Jewish, African-American community
leaders for a two-day, all-in think tank
and strategic conversation to address
these issues.
The think tank was not without its awkward and intensely uncomfortable moments. Issues were deep and wide-ranging from the feeling that Black people in
the US have little reason to assume good
will of White people – including White
Jews -- given the institutionalized racism
that is endured on a daily and pervasive
basis, the organized Jewish communal
ecosystem included.
What was important was that nobody
left the table. Issues were met with
humor, inquiry, openness, optimism and
an air of collaboration.
In Winter of 2017, the Fund for Jews
of Color Field Building, infused with
pooled-resources from the think-tank
anchors, the Leichtag Foundation, the
Walter and Elise Haas Fund and the Jim
Joseph Foundation, awarded six grants
to further leadership development and
training, relationship building and

education for both individual and cohorts of Jews of Color.
As a result, more than 100 Jews of Color
who are national leaders, many located
in the Bay Area, continue to gain new
leadership skills, and their organizations
are stronger and better positioned to
amplify the work they do.
Why does this matter? By 2042, the
United States will comprise at least 50%
people of color. Today in the Bay Area,
66% of married couples are intermarried
and 25% of households include an adult
who is Hispanic, Asian-American, African-American or another ethnicity.
Racial diversity is all around us. The
challenge we face is how to successfully
build the pathways to a Jewish community that equally engages and warmly
welcomes its diverse constituency. The
Fund for Jews of Color Field Building
wholeheartedly embraces this challenge,
inspired by a team of racially diverse
Jewish leaders and anchored by the
voices and experience of Jews of Color.

Front row, left to right: April
Baskin, Lacey Schwartz, Yavilah
McCoy, Shais Rishon,
Courtney Parker. Back row:
Rabbi Isaiah Rothstein,
Yehudah Webster, Tiffany
Harris, Ilana Kaufman.
(Photo/Courtesy
Ilana Kaufman)
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SVJFF interview with JIMENA Founder Gina Waldman
By Michelle Shabtai & Karen Winokan, Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
n 2002, Gina Waldman founded JIMENA (Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North Africa) together with her Egyptian friend,
Joseph Abdel Wahed. JIMENA’s mission is to bear witness to the suffering of other Jewish refugees from Arab lands. Waldman shared
with us her own personal story tied in with why she found the film, ‘Remember Baghdad,” so important.
SVJFF: Can you tell us a bit about how you came to co-found
JIMENA?
WALDMAN: I began my career as an activist, working as the
director for the Bay Area Council for Soviet Jews (BACSJ),
advocating for the rights of Soviet Jews.
The fallout after 9/11 was the catalyst for my founding
JIMENA. I realized that the historical narratives of Jews from
other countries was not being adequately addressed, mostly
because so little was known about them. There is a long history of hatred against the Jews of Arab countries. As a Libyan
Jew, I had also been a target of this hatred. So, I started telling
my story.
While my story is about how I escaped from Libya, I wanted
it to be representative of every single Arab country with a
Jewish presence. What people may not know is that every
war between Arab countries and Israel results in an exodus of
refugees from both sides. The desire to share these stories and
support the refugees is why I started JIMENA.
SVJFF: What drew JIMENA to sponsor Remember Baghdad?
WALDMAN: I think it’s important for the public to see how
Jews lived in countries besides Poland or Russia, and how

they co-existed in some other places. Most of the Iraqi Jews
immigrated to Israel. They’re not permitted to ever return to
Iraq. The film, Remember Baghdad, gives voice to the plight
of these emigres. And it’s a great visual reference for the
lifestyle of the Iraqi Jews in the 1940s.
SVJFF: What was especially meaningful for you in the film?
WALDMAN: Jews from Arab countries identify very strongly
with their own tradition and culture. In countries where Jews
were oppressed, Jews stuck together in their insular communities. I speak from experience. Because we couldn’t afford
to leave the walls of our communities, we developed strong
friendships, bonding closely with one another, embracing one
another and caring for each other. This is an innate part of
how I grew up.

Remember Baghdad
Remember Baghdad is the untold story of Iraq,
told through the eyes of the Jews. It follows the
lives of five Jewish families trying to make sense
of turbulent times.
West Coast Premiere: Remember Baghdad
October 30
6:30 - 8:00pm
AMC Saratoga 14
A panel discussion will follow, led by Abraham
Sofaer, with special guest Jamil Ezra and Aaron
Matityahu. The film is sponsored by Marian and
Abraham Sofaer, and co-sponsored by JIMENA.
For more information and to purchase
tickets, go to www.svjff.org.

By 1951, 120,000 Iraqi Jews had abandoned their homes to
fly to Tel Aviv.
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JIMENA Creates New Curriculum for Jewish Day Schools
n the early 20th century, nearly one million Jews indigenous
JIMENA is dedicated to educating and advocating on behalf
to the Middle East, North Africa and the Gulf Region were
of the 850,000 Jewish refugees from the Middle East and
displaced from their countries of origin. Collectively known as
North Africa. For more information go to www.jimena.org.
Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews, their rich culture and ancient history is
in danger of being permanently forgotten.
The story of these Jews has been left out of political, academic
and social discourse over the past 60 years. JIMENA adds
context to the historical narrative and addresses this issue with
curriculum and speaker forums developed for college campuses,
elementary and high schools, community centers, media, religious
institutions and other organizations throughout North America. Its
message is clear: “We, too, were once refugees, but we have chosen a
path of self-preservation, growth and tolerance.”
According to Nicole Hakimi, education program manager for
JIMENA, “We are working to dispel the ‘Ashkenormative’ view of
Jewish people. We are not all Caucasian Jews from Eastern Europe.
Our skin is golden, brown and black. Our traditions don’t include
matzah balls and gefilte fish. Even our Torahs look different, round
and ornate.”
This is the basis for the new curriculum for Jewish day schools created by JIMENA. Scheduled to launch with a conference for Jewish
educators in January, the curriculum includes the history and
culture of Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews. Mizrahi Jews are typically
those from the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. Sephardic
Jews primarily originate from Spain and the Iberian Peninsula.
Today, Mizrahi Jews constitute one of the largest Jewish ethnic
groups in Israel.
According to Hakimi, the new curriculum creates a forum in
which Jews from different backgrounds can express themselves. “I
have had the pleasure of seeing otherwise quiet children light up
when we go into the schools and talk about Sephardic and Mizrahi
culture. They can relate to the familiar Jewish tradition they experience in their homes.”
The majority of Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews follow a Sephardic
religious and cultural tradition. Bar Yohai Sephardic Minyan in
Sunnyvale is the center of this community in Silicon Valley.
“The creation of the State of Israel caused Mizrahi Jews to be
expelled from their homes. Refugees sought asylum in Israel, the
US and Canada. As they assimilated into their new countries, so
much of their art and culture became lost,” said Hakimi. “Our
work at JIMENA is centered on providing the education and resources to fill in these vital missing pieces of Jewish history.”
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Shimshon Ayzenberg Takes Lessons of Diversity to SJSU
udaism doesn’t fall into a tight category of who we are. Is it
a culture? A religion? An ethnicity?”
Shimshon Ayzenberg, coordinator of Jewish Studies at San Jose
State University, opens our conversation with the question,
“Who’s a Jew?” In Ayzenberg’s opinion, a Jew is anyone who
thinks they are. “Especially today, in our open society, involvement in Jewish life is what determines one’s identity as a Jew,”
he says.
Ayzenberg will be screening the movie, Little White Lie, at
San Jose State University on November 15, 2018, at 6:30pm.
The movie is an autobiographical story of Lacey Schwartz,
who grew up in a typical Jewish household in New York with
loving parents and a strong sense of Jewish identity. Lacey has
dark skin, which she was told was inherited from her Sicilian
grandfather. She is 18 before she learns the truth: her biological father was a black man.

of birth, or whether one is a Jew-by-choice does not detract
from this.”
Ayzenberg speaks from his heart and from experience. Ayzenberg’s parents were Jewish artists in Soviet Russia, at a time
when religion was close to non-existent. At the height of the
Cold War, Soviet propaganda compared Israel to Nazi Germany, stigmatizing anyone choosing to be Jewish. Thus, as a
form of rebellion under the communist regime, they became
Christians. When Ayzenberg was born, he was baptized and
given the name, Ignatius. Growing up in Moscow, they attended church, along with others who had Jewish backgrounds as it
gave them a way to examine their Jewish roots through the Old
Testament of the Christian Bible.
This fusion of religion and thought created an awareness in
Ayzenberg that Jews were difficult to characterize and “put in
a box.”

“Across the country, there is a movement on many college
campuses to boycott and divest from Israel,” said Ayzenberg.
“This is true at SJSU as well, where the student council passed
the boycott resolution. Those who support this movement use
the term apartheid to describe Israel. This term boils Israel
down to one specific race – a white, imperialist, oppressive
entity.

Ayzenberg was relatively young when he adopted Judaism. At
his circumcision, he took the Hebrew name Shimshon (Samson) for the biblical hero. Shimshon Ayzenberg has certainly
lived up to his name, serving as a real-life role model, teaching
social justice and increasing awareness of the diversity within
the Jewish people at San Jose State University.

“But neither the population of Israel nor Jews around the
world fit this mold. Jews are not just white. When people look
at Jews as a collective, we lose our distinction as individuals,
becoming a mere sampling of the human experience, racially,
ethnically, and culturally. In reality, we come from all corners
of the earth. We are a rainbow of colors.”

Little White Lie

According to Ayzenberg, pegging Jews as white confuses the
issue of who is a Jew.
“In my mind, the lesson is simple: We are not just a people we are a religion. We are not just a religion - we are a people.
This dichotomy reflects the individuality of human experience.
Judaism is malleable, it can be expressed differently by different people.”
“As an Orthodox Jew, I follow Halacha – the laws of Judaism.
But even within the Halacha, there is variety, reflective of the
different kinds of people, races, classes and cultures that make
up the Jewish people. So, I ask, where do we get our inspiration as Jews? It’s not just from the Halacha or being born into
a Jewish family. It’s how we feel inside when we contribute to
Jewish life that matters. And the color of one’s skin, place
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Little White Lie, written, produced and directed
by Lacey Schwartz
November 15, 6:30 pm
San Jose State University
For tickets and more information contact
Shimshon: ignat.ayzenberg@sjsu.edu
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Did you Know?
• The Jews of China built their famous “Purity and Truth”

synagogue in the third year of the Da Ding Period (1163) of
the Jin (Golden Tartar) Dynasty, in the ancient Chinese
capital city of Kaifeng.

• 15,000 African Jews, who trace their 3000-year history to the
time of Israel’s King Solomon, were flown from Ethiopia to
Israel in 36 hours in May 1991.

• Spanish & Portuguese “Crypto” (secret) Jews arrived in New
Mexico some 500 years ago, fleeing the Spanish Inquisition.
Their descendants still recite Shabbat blessings in Ladino
(Judeo Spanish).

• In India, the Bene Israel community originated 2000 years

ago. They are called Shanwar Telis, which means Saturday
Oil Pressers, as they refrain from work on the Shabbat.

• The Jews of Morocco make pilgrimage each year to the tombs
of the 133 Holy Sages and celebrate a unique Jewish holiday
called Mimunah.

The First Jew – A Man of Color
According to Jonathan Lipnick in an article published by the
Israel Institute of Biblical Studies in 2015, if you looked at the
Jewish population living in Israel today, you would be struck by
the huge variety of physical traits. Millions of people, all calling
themselves Jews, have gathered together after over 2000 years
of being scattered throughout the world: Northern Europe, the
Mediterranean Basin, North Africa, Ethiopia, Persia, the former
Soviet Union, the Americas, etc. All these Jews look rather different from one another. And yet all claim to be descended from
a single ancestor, Abraham.
It’s not exactly possible to verify what Abraham looked like. The
biblical prohibition against making graven images
(Exodus 10:4) prevented Israelites from producing art depicting
themselves. But if he was born in Ur of the Chaldeans, located
in modern-day southern Iraq, he would have had dark wavy hair
and an olive complexion, characteristics common among populations that lived in this region for millennia.

I know I am not a Jew of Color if…
(Quotes from Jewish Multicultural Network)

• I can walk into my temple and feel that others do not see me
as an outsider or as exotic.

• I can walk into my temple and feel that my children are seen
as Jewish.

• I can walk into my temple and not worry that my family will
be treated unkindly because of the color of their skin.

• No one at the synagogue will attempt to assign me to an
ethnic group to which I do not belong.

• I can easily find books and greeting cards with images of
Jews who look like me.

• I do not worry about access to housing in predominately
Jewish neighborhoods.

• My rabbi never questions that I am Jewish.
• People never look at me and joke “But you don’t look
Jewish.”

• I do not worry about being seen or treated as a member of
the janitorial or administrative staff at a synagogue.

• I can enroll in a Jewish day school, Yeshiva or historically

Jewish college and find Jewish students and professors with
my racial or ethnic background.

• I know my racial or ethnic background will not be held

against me if I attempt to join a minyan or be called to read
Torah.

Now let’s have a conversation about
visibility and invisibility, acceptance and
rejection, strangeness and belonging.
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Jewish Schools for Everyone
By Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, PhD

elieving that all people have something to learn from Judaism, Shlomo Bardin (1898-1976), the visionary Jewish
educator, hoped to create a Jewish school that would “be open
to all Jews and non-Jews, to black and white, to students from
the United States and other lands.”
His dream was not realized during his lifetime, but today there
are more than 20 Jewish schools in North America that admit
Jews and non-Jews.
As Abraham understood when he heard the divine voice for
the first time, we can be a blessing to all the families of the
earth (Gen. 12:3). Surely this is the time for the Jewish community to shine what light we can onto humanity—while
affirming that we can be illuminated by others also.
To those who may be resistant to such a proposal, consider
the fact that Jewish day schools already include many who do
not self-identify as Jews. Parents, faculty, staff members, board
members, and donors often include non-Jews. If we are
comfortable accepting non-Jews in those parts of our school
communities, why not in our student body?

As American Jews have become more integrated into the rich
and diverse tapestry of American life, the simple binary of
“Jew” and “non-Jew” has become a less than accurate way to
understand American Jewish identity. In truth, most American
Jews are now hybrids, possessing multiple and overlapping
identities. As a result, our day school enrollment policies
should reflect the complexity of identity in contemporary
American life.
Part of this effort will have to include identifying those aspects
of Jewish wisdom, values, beliefs, and practices that will serve
humankind in the pursuit of a more just and compassionate
world. And, in keeping with the Talmudic view that truth is
found in many places (Shabbat 104a), we must invite families
to share the best of their own religions and wisdom traditions.
This kind of Jewish school would be a paradigm shift for Jewish education and would be a meaningful step towards achieving the ultimate goal of bringing blessing to all the families of
the world.
Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, PhD, is the head of school at Kehillah Jewish High School in Palo Alto, California, and is the
author of Hybrid Judaism: Irving Greenberg, Encounter, and
the Changing Nature of American Jewish Identity. He can be
reached at: dkleinberg@kehillah.org.

Your Loved Ones Deserve The Best - Choose Chai House
Choose Chai House for
high-quality, independent
living for low-income seniors
When Chai House is the choice, you can rest assured that your
loved ones will be offered opportunities for a more fulfilling,
healthier lifestyle. Our comfortable living spaces and
community living environment provide ample opportunities for
seniors to stay socially connected and engaged.
Chai House is the only Jewish retirement community in Santa
Clara County, yet we are open and inclusive to all, reflecting the
diversity of Silicon Valley.

We Of fer:
•Kosher-style Meal Program
•An Active Lifestyle
•Full-time Jewish Family Services
•Biking
•Nursing Program
•Walking Groups
•Social & Educational Programs
•Exercise Program
•Rabbinic Involvement
•On-site Management
•Community Garden
•24-hour Security
•Jewish Holiday Celebrations

Schedule your tour today!

Give us a call at 408.947.1818 or email chaihouse@jsco.net.
Chai House • 814 St. Elizabeth Dr., San Jose • www.chaihouse.org
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Resources
Be’chol Lashon
San Francisco
info@bechollashon.org
415.386.2604

Jews of Color Building
Ilana Kaufman,
ilana@fieldbuildingfund.org 760.452.8617.

The mission of Be’chol Lashon is to grow and strengthen
the Jewish people through ethnic, cultural and racial inclusiveness. The organization advocates for the diversity that
has characterized the Jewish people throughout history
and through contemporary forces including intermarriage,
conversion and adoption.
JIMENA
San Francisco
info@jimena.org
415.626.5062
JIMENA is dedicated to supporting the 850,000 Jewish
refugees from the Middle East and North Africa. JIMENA
provides a platform for Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews to celebrate and share their rich culture traditions. Its programming raises awareness of the displacement experienced
over the last 60 years.

The Jews of Color Building Initiative is a new national
effort focused on building and advancing the professional,
organizational and communal field for Jews of Color. The
Initiative is framed by the concepts of racial justice, equality and the voices and experiences of Jews of Color.
Jewish Multiracial Network
New York
Info@jewishmultiracialnetwork.org
202.596.5190
The Mission of the Jewish Multiracial Network (JMN) is to
build a community of Jews of Color and multiracial Jewish
families for mutual support, learning and empowerment.
Through education and advocacy, JMN seeks to enrich
Jewish communal life by incorporating our diverse racial
and ethnic heritages

If you would like to share your
Jewish identity story, contact
Barb Tobias Chappell: barb@jvalley.org

Fall Love
IN

WITH
YOUR

New Home
קנייה של הנכס שלכם/נשמח לעזור במכירה
(408) 905-9101 לפרטים נוספים חייגו

E L ISA SCHW EIZER

elisa@serenogroup.com
(408) 905-9101
CalBRE # 02034011

DAN RUBNITZ

drubnitz@serenogroup.com
(408) 859-3671

CalBRE # 01015666
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14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032
www.apjcc.org
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• Jewish Life
• Arts & Culture
• Fitness
• Aquatics
• Sports
• Preschool
• Day Camp
• After-School
• Adult Learning

SpaceIL Races to the Moon

COMMUNITY NEWS

eferences to Jewish space travel may inspire joking
references to Mel Brooks’ famous comedy sketch about
“Jews in Space,” but to date there have been more than a dozen
real-life Jewish astronauts. Now Israel is aiming to land its own
spacecraft on the moon.

generation in Israel and around the world to think differently
about science, engineering, technology, and math. Despite its
technological excellence, Israel still needs more scientists and
engineers, and SpaceIL hopes to encourage more young people
to enter those fields.

Yonatan Winetraub, the co-founder of Israeli non-profit
SpaceIL, has joined the race to land an unmanned spacecraft
on the moon in February 2019 and win the Google Lunar
XPRIZE competition.

Winetraub is currently a PhD candidate at Stanford in biophysics, studying a method to interpret and intercept cancer
cell communication. In addition, he was part of the International Space University Program at NASA Ames studying
how we can create Martian colonies using shelter and water
from Martian lava caves. He studied electrical engineering and
computational neuroscience at Tel Aviv University, focusing
on how regions in the brain
collaborate to create our
emotions.

SpaceIL is the only Israeli team participating in the Google
competition. The competition offers a first prize of $20 million
to the first non-governmental team to accomplish three tasks:
1. Make a soft landing (without crashing) of an
unmanned spacecraft on the surface of the moon.
2. Travel 500 meters on, above, or below the surface of
the moon.
3. Send high definition video and pictures back to Earth.
A key goal of this mission is to inspire the next generation
of space researchers and to promote education and scientific
exploration. Aside from landing on the moon, SpaceIL’s collective vision is to create a new “Apollo Effect” to inspire the next

Countywide Culturally Responsive
Calendaring Tool Announced
he Office of Cultural Competency, Santa Clara County, has announced a culturally responsive calendaring
tool that will provide information on the diverse cultural
observances of our county for the benefit of employee
scheduling. The tool will launch on November 1, 2018.
Event banners on all county Outlook calendars will highlight and describe cultural observances, their dates and
significance. This tool serves the dual purpose of educating
county staff and employees, while enabling them to avoid
conflicts when scheduling critical meetings and trainings.
The need for the calendaring tool arose in response to a
Jewish employee’s complaint about meetings scheduled on
Yom Kippur. The county responded by creating a committee of staff and community representatives, including JCRC
Director Diane Fisher, who met through the year to produce the calendaring tool. The solution reflects the deep
respect for diversity within our county government offices
and could serve as a model for other government entities
and school systems.

Yonatan Winetraub

Winetraub will be speaking
at the Addison-Penzak JCC
in Los Gatos on October
30 at 6:30pm. Organized
by the APJCC, the Jewish
High Tech Community, and
Silicon Valley Space Center.
Falafel will be served.
Tickets at apjcc.org/moon
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Campbell
Memorial Chapel
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Hills of the Hills
Garden ChapelGarden Chapel
Campbell Memorial
Chapel
615 N.
Santa Cruz
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Cremation -

Why NEVER

Burial with Tahara Why ALWAYS

For more information:

Chevra Kadisha of South Bay: www.ckosb.org
Male burial inquiries
Tel: (408) 425-6911

Female burial inquiries
Tel: (408) 264-3138

HADASSAH
And the Blind Shall See Again: Retinal Prosthesis for Restoration of
Sight in Age-Related Macular Degeneration
A Presentation by Prof. Daniel Palanker
aniel Palanker, professor of ophthalmology and director of
the Hansen Experimental
Physics Laboratory at
Stanford University, will
speak on new options for
age-related macular
degeneration at a Sequoia/Sharone Hadassah
event on Saturday,
November 3, from 7:309:00 pm at Congregation
Etz Chaim in Palo Alto.
As populations age, the incidence of age-related macular
degeneration is rapidly increasing. Working with his team of
scientists and physicians, Dr. Palanker is focused on restoring
sight in patients with atrophic dry age-related macular degeneration (AMD), using a retinal prosthesis (electronic photo
receptors). This technology (PRIMA) is now being evaluated

in a very successful clinical trial by Pixium Vision in Paris,
France. With a recently obtained approval from the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), the company will extend the
clinical feasibility study to the United States.
Dr. Palanker received his MSc in physics from the Yerevan
State University in Armenia, and a PhD in applied physics in
1994 from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Dr. Palanker
was a research scientist at The Laser Center of the Hadassah
Hebrew University Hospital in Jerusalem.
Attendees are asked to RSVP by November 1 to
SequoiaChapterRSVP@Hadassah.org. A minimum donation
of $25 is requested and will be directed toward Hadassah
Medical Research Organization (HMO) research programs.
Hadassah, founded by Henrietta Szold in 1916, is a Zionist
women’s organization that supports two world-class medical
centers in Israel.
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UNIQUE EVENTS

Wednesday, November 7

Tuesdays

Thursday, November 1

AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm Itzhak
8:30 - 10:30 pm Bye Bye Germany

9:30 – 11:00 am, APJCC

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm Bombshell: The Hedy
Lamarr Story
7:30 – 9:30 pm Foxtrot
8:30 – 10:00 pm Shelter

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

Classic Jewish Texts

Wednesdays

JCC Kaplan Roundtable

Thursday, November 8

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

9:00 – 10:30 am

Meditation Group

Saturday, November 3

AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm Doubtful
8:30 - 10:30 pm Foreign Land

10:00 am – 11:30 am, Uvas Canyon Park

Saturday, November 10

Hasidic Havurah

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

6:00 – 10:00 pm, APJCC

Shabbat in Nature with Emanu-El

AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm The Mossad
8:30 – 10:00 pm The Cakemaker

And the Blind Shall See Again
Seminar with Prof. Daniel Palanker
7:30 - 9:30 pm Congregation Etz Chaim
SequoiaChapterRSVP@hadassah.org

Sunday, November 4

Family Day of Code,
Tinkering & Play

11:00 – 2:30 pm, Yavneh Day School

10:30 – 11:30 am, Shir Hadash

Thursdays

JCC Annual Gala

11:00 – Noon, APJCC

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
AMC Saratoga 14
6:00 – 8:00 pm Foreign Land
8:30 - 10:00 pm The Cousin

Modern History of Israel
11:00 am – Noon, Beth David

Beginning Modern Hebrew
1:00 – 2:00 pm, Beth David

Sunday, November 11

Fridays

AMC Saratoga 14
6:00 – 8:30 pm Good Thoughts, Good
Words, Good Deeds, Conductor Zubin
Mehta

10:15 – 11:15 am, Beth David

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
Jewish Ethics

11:14 – 12:15 pm, Beth David

Wednesday, November 14

Sundays

1:00 – 3:00 pm, Congregation Shir Hadash

6:30 – 7:30 pm, Yavneh

9:45 – 10:45 am, Beth David

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

K-3rd Grade Open House

Compassion Cultivation Training

Middle School Information Night

Let’s Speak Hebrew!

AMC Saratoga 14
3:00 – 5:00 pm Budapest Noir
5:00 – 6:30 pm RBG

7:00 – 8:30 pm, Hausner

Sassy Reuven & the Miracle
at Entebbe

4:00 – 6:00 pm, Hillel Silicon Valley
Tickets: hillelsv.org

The Untold Story of the Jews Who Escaped the Nazis and Returned with the US
Army to Fight Hitler
1:15 – 3:15 pm, Beth David

Monday, November 5

Sunday, November 18

AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm GI Jews: Jewish
Americans in WWII
8:30 – 10:00 pm The Testament

5:00 – 7:00 pm, Sinai

Tuesday, November 6

JCC Torah Study

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival

Silicon Valley Jewish Film Festival
AMC Saratoga 14
6:30 – 8:00 pm Driver
8:30 - 10:30 pm Maktub

Chai House

10:00 – 11:00 am, Sinai

Saturday, November 17

Book Group: Sons and Soldiers:

12th Annual Fish Fry

WEEKLY

Yoga for the Soul

Compassion Cultivation Training
1:00 – 3:00 pm, Shir Hadash

BI-MONTHLY
Tuesdays

Israeli Dancing

7:30 – 9:00 pm, Emanu-El
First & third Tuesdays

Fridays

Creative Shabbat Services

Mondays

7:00 – 8:00 pm, Emanu-El
Second & third Fridays

3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House

Saturdays

Chair Yoga

10:30 – 11:30 am, Shir Hadash

Tot Shabbat, Beth David
11:15 - Noon, Beth David

Hillel of Silicon Valley Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley Jewish Family Services
Levy Family Campus
of Silicon Valley

814 St. Elizabeth Dr., San Jose 44 S 11th St, San Jose
408.947.1818
408.286.6669
www.chaihouse.org
www.hillelsv.org

14855 Oka Rd., Suite 200, Los Gatos
403.358.3033
www.jvalley.org

Congregation Emeth

17835 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill
Levy Family Campus
408.778.8200
14855 Oka Rd., Suite 202, Los Gatos emeth.net
408.556.0600
www.jfssv.org

Sundays

Alzheimer’s Caregivers’ Support
Group

Let’s Speak Hebrew

10:00 – Noon, Shir Hadash
Second Fridays

10:00 – 11:00 am, Sinai

MONTHLY

Tot Shabbat & Dinner

Wednesdays

Lunch & Learn with the Cantor
Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
First Wednesdays

Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi

6:00 – 7:30 pm, Emanu-El
Third Fridays

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30 – 7:30 pm, Emanu-El
Fourth Fridays

Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
Second Wednesdays

Saturdays

Lunch & Learn Torah Study

9:00 – 10:00 am, Emanu-El
Second Saturdays

Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
Fourth Wednesdays

Fridays

Family Services

7:00 – 8:00 pm, Emanu-El
First Fridays

Baby Shabbat

Approachable Torah

10:30 – 11:45, Beth David
Fourth Saturdays

Sundays

Knitzvah Group

10:30 – Noon, JFS at Levy Family Campus
Third Sundays

Congregation Beth David
19700 Prospect Rd., Saratoga
408.257.3333
www.beth-david.org

Congregation Shir Hadash

20 Cherry Blossom Lane, Los Gatos
408.358.1751
www.shirhadash.org

Congregation Sinai

1532 Willowbrae Ave., San Jose
408.264.8542
www.sinaisj.org

Silicon Valley Shabbat
Candle Lighting Times
November 2:
November 9:
November 15:
November 23:
November 30:

Levy Family Campus

14855 Oka Rd., Los Gatos
408.357.7429
www.apjcc.org

5:50 pm
4:44 pm
4:38 pm
4:34 pm
4:32 pm

Temple Emanu-El

1010 University Ave., San Jose
408.292.0930
www.templesanjose.org
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An Unwavering
Commitment to
Excellence.

Since Harker’s founding in 1893 we have offered
unrivaled academic programs and extracurricular
offerings for students to explore their interests,
discover their passions, and develop the skills
to succeed in an ever-changing world. We are
honored to have educated the students of the
Valley for 125 years and will proudly continue
our unwavering commitment to excellence for
generations to come.
The Harker School is celebrating its 125th
anniversary. To learn more about Harker, attend
an open house or one of the special anniversary
events. Visit www.harker.org.

then&now

Shuttle service from the Peninsula is offered.
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