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From the CEO

Portrait: Bay Area Study08

sponsor the study, A Portrait of 
Bay Area Jewish Life and Commu-
nities (pg. 8).  The data collected in 
this study will inform the deci-
sions we make as we continually 
evolve to meet the needs of our 
constituents.  

We are a diverse and mobile Jewish community.  The percent-
ages of people who have recently moved into the Bay Area 
or who plan to move within the next several years point to 
the need for fluid and inclusive programs that can provide 
immediate engagement for those who wish to find their 
Jewish community.  The good news is that we are a warm and 
welcoming community.  Those who have sought affiliation 
and support have found it.

The programs supported by the Jewish Federation of Silicon 
Valley are aimed at bringing people together.  PJ Library’s 
First Fridays Storytime is routinely filled with young children 
and their families as they hear stories, sing songs and enjoy 
arts and crafts projects.  Our Giving Circle, a group of young 
adults, is passionate about funding local Jewish causes. The 
Jewish Community Relations Council continues to bring ed-
ucation to the greater interfaith community on social justice, 
racism and tikkun o’lam (repairing the world).  Women’s 
Philanthropy brings Jewish women of all ages together, with 
programs of inclusiveness and a focus on mitzvot (doing good 
deeds).  These are just a few of the programs we offer.  All of 
which are committed to supporting a warm, welcoming and 
vibrant Jewish community. 

As far as being mobile…well that’s nothing new to Jews.  After 
all, G-d led us out of Egypt, away from tyranny and slavery.  
We come together as family, friends and community every 
year to retell our story and to celebrate our freedom from 
tyranny and slavery.

We celebrate Passover this year with a heavy heart, having re-
cently lost friends and family within our community.   While 
we struggle with the pain of losing those so near and dear to 
us, we must remember to take the time to cherish the com-
pany of those around our table.  May the memory of all those 
who have passed be a blessing to us all.  On behalf of the 
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, I wish you a Pesach filled 
with love and cherished memories.  Chag Sameach. 

To learn more about the programs of the Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley, go to jvalley.org.

14855 Oka Rd., Suite 200 • Los Gatos, CA 95032
Phone: 408.358.3033 • Fax: 408.356.0733
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Yavneh Day School celebrated its 36th anniversary at its 
spring benefit on February 11th. Top picture (L-R): Helen 

Solnit, Lizi Sand, Quelise Schroeder, Jamie Zimmer, Jenessa 
Schwartz. Bottom picture: (L-R): Lily Halem, Rabbi Josh 
Berkenwald, Rebecca Geshuri, Arnnon Geshuri, Kari Wolff.

1

(L. to R. top row: Harry Cornbleet, Joanne Cornbleet, 
Rabbi Ohriner, Ken Abrams. L. to R. bottom row: Shell 

Rubenstein, Kristin Gustavson, Deborah Zimmer.) Rabbi Philip 
Ohriner of Cong. Beth David recently taught JFS Chaplain 
Aides how to prepare Passover Seders for seniors. Chaplain 
Aides bring Jewish holidays and Shabbat to seniors living in 
group residences. For more info contact Lori Cinnamon at 
408.357.7467 or loric@jfssv.org. 

Kehillah High School Senior Jake Scharfman is 
officially on USA’s National Youth Rock Climbing Team!  

Rock climbing is the newest sport to be added to the 2020 
Olympics in Tokyo.  Good luck to Jake as he competes in the 
Youth World Championship in August.  He could be on his way 
to a spot in Tokyo!

Jewish Family Services’ Young Adult Leadership Initiative 
for Volunteer Engagement group (YA-LIVE) is an incredible 

way to have fun, meet new people, and have a direct impact on 
our community. We have a vast array of volunteer and leadership 
opportunities. For more information, please contact Allison Zur: 
allisonz@jfssv.org or 408.357.7491. All young professionals ages 
22-35 are welcome!

The women of Women’s Philanthropy gathered together on 
Monday, February 26, to put together mishloach manot 

(Purim bags) for seniors throughout the local community.  
Thanks to Congregation Shir Hadash for hosting this event!

1

2

3

4

5

2

3 4 5

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

4
Jewish Federation Magazine_WIP.indd   4 3/14/18   8:48 AM



Monday, March 26 and Wednesday, April 18

7:00 pm

Federation Conference Room, Second Floor, Levy Family Campus

Jyl Jurman at jyl@jvalley.org

WHEN:

TIME:

WHERE:

RSVP:

Join us at one of two informational meetings to learn more:

The Jewish Federation of Silicon 
Valley is excited to announce its 
2018 Mission to Israel in celebra-
tion of Israel@70, October 14 - 23, 
2018.  Brett and Judy Borah will 
serve as co-chairs of this amazing 
journey, as we explore the most 
important historic and religious 
sites in Israel. Celebrate Shabbat 
in Jerusalem; tour the city along 
with Tel Aviv, the Golan Heights, 
Caesarea, Masada and the Dan 
Reserve in the North; float in the 
Dead Sea; and enjoy a special 
Israel@70 celebration! This is one 
birthday party you will not want to 
miss!

As long as the Jewish spirit is yearning deep in the heart,
With eyes turned toward the East, looking toward Zion, 

Then our hope - the two-thousand-year-old hope - will not be lost: 
To be a free people in our land, the land of Zion and Jerusalem.

- HaTikvah (The Hope)

MISSION TO ISRAEL

As we come together at Passover,
We speak of the past with pride,
Celebrate the present with joy,

And look to the future with hope.
Chag Sameach!

The Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley

Celebrate Israel@70 Mission to Israel!
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of $20,000 from the Shinnyo-en Buddhist Foundation for the 
Teen Interfaith New Mexico Immersion Trip!  This year’s trip will 
take place July 13-17, 2018, and will again include participation in 
the Taos Pow Wow.

Current high school freshmen and sophomores of any faith 
background are invited to apply for the trip and join the council.  
A total of 12 students will be accepted for the trip; a non-refund-
able fee of $100 will be required from each student, the money 
received from the Shinnyo-en Buddhist Foundation will cover all 
other costs.  

The beautiful and inspiring environment of Santa Fe and Taos, 
New Mexico, is the perfect background in which to focus on 
building interfaith harmony.  The multi-cultural community 
creates the opportunity to become sensitized to issues of poverty 
and Native American culture.  During the trip, students will visit 
many different houses of worship and participate in community 
service work such as organic farming, serving in a soup kitchen, 
and painting murals in public parks.   

Evening programs include group discussions, education and shar-
ing religious beliefs and practices.  See teeninterfaithcouncil.com 
for videos and photos of past trips and council activities.  Contact 
diane@jvalley.org to submit an application by April 15.  

JCRC

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCES: 
FINDING THE HOPE FROM 
GENERATION TO GENERATION
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018, 4:00 PM
Board Chambers, County Government Center
70 W. Hedding St, San Jose
Free and open to the public; Free parking available in County Employee Parking Lot C

QUESTIONS: Diane Fisher 
diane@jvalley.org or (408)357-7504

Mothers and Daughters Reflect:
Survivor Fanny Grizolet and her daughter Sophie Duckett
Survivor Anna Rubin and her daughter Haya Rubin

Student Reflections:
Archbishop Mitty High School seniors; March of  the Living student

Yavneh Day School choir; Kosher reception follows

 By Diane Fisher, Director, Jewish Community Relations Council

Teen Interfaith Leadership Council 
is Open for Applications!

• Have equal worth. 
• Deserve dignity and respect, regardless of race, gender, sexual 

orientation, ability, or religion. 
• Deserve  emotional and physical safety within our schools and 

community.
• Are   responsible for their actions.
• Are   capable of acceptance and kindness as well as learning from their 

mistakes. 
• Will confront all discrimination or discriminatory speech.
• Will treat others with compassion and stand up for peers who may be 

experiencing discrimination. 

LOS GATOS COMMUNITY WILL: 
• Promote equity, dignity, and respect.
• Not tolerate words, gestures, actions, or images relating to 

discrimination, profiling, stereotyping, or prejudice.
• Take a stand against hate, injustice, and intolerance. 
• Promptly address all discrimination or discriminatory speech.
• Educate to understand, accept, and value each person.
• Celebrate diversity. 
• Promote this mission started at Los Gatos High School across our 

community. 

Across the community the Jewish Community Relations Council 
is actively promoting genuine inclusiveness, inspired by this 

pledge taken by students and community members. 
Contact diane@jvalley.org to get involved.

COMMUNITY PLEDGE OF 
RESPECT AND ACCEPTANCE
The JCRC teamed with Los Gatos High School’s Pledge Program 
during Cultural Awareness Week, March 12-16, to support 
inclusiveness and respect for all.

LOS GATOS COMMUNITY BELIEVES ALL INDIVIDUALS:

We are excited to receive our sixth round of funding of
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Jessica Yellin
K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R :  F O R M E R  C N N 
W H I T E  H O U S E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

®
OF SILICON VALLEY

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

PowerofWomen
JANET BERG AWARD RECIPIENT

J U D Y  L E V I N

W E D N E S D A Y,  M A Y  2 ,  2 0 1 8 
6PM, LEVY FAMILY CAMPUS, LOS GATOS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO JVALLEY.ORG

prestigious Janet Berg Award at the Pow-
er of Women event, May 2, 2018, at the 
Levy Family Campus in Los Gatos.  Levin’s 
unparalleled commitment to the Jewish 

community of Silicon Valley is notable not just for the depth 
and breadth of her active volunteerism, but for her many years 
of service spanning over three decades.
 
Levin is a two-time past president of the Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley, she has served as assistant campaign chair and 
president of Women’s Division (now Women’s Philanthropy), 
campaign chair for the JFSV, and as a leader for countless Jew-
ish community campaigns, galas, dinners and phone-a-thons.

From 2001 to 2007, Levin served as the chair of the $24 million 
Levy Family Campus Campaign, demonstrating her leadership 
as a major contributor to the Campus Campaign while main-
taining her strong commitment for annual giving campaigns. 
In addition to her work for the Federation, Judy has served as 
president of the Addison-Penzak JCC (APJCC) Board, and 
chair of the APJCC’s Planned Giving Committee.

In recognition of her extraordinary skills as a fundraiser, Levin 
was named to the Board of Trustees for United Jewish Com-
munities, involving her in that organization’s $250 million 
annual fundraising campaigns throughout the country. 

According to Jyl Jurman, CEO of the JFSV, “We are truly 
fortunate to count Judy Levin as an on-going supporter of the 
Jewish community.  Her warmth, the creativity of her initia-
tives and her natural leadership abilities have made her one of 
our most successful fundraisers for the Jewish community.” 

Nate Stein, CEO of the APJCC concurs. “Not only is Judy 
effective at everything she undertakes, she is a true collaborator 
and is able to engage and motivate others to achieve high levels 
of success.”

In recognition of her distinguished career as a volunteer for 
the Jewish community of Silicon Valley, Levin has been the 
recipient of many awards, beginning with the Larry Berman 
Young Leader Award and including the Distinguished Volun-
teer Fundraiser, the Harold Witkin Humanitarian Award, A 
Woman of Distinction Award, and now, the Janet Berg Award. 

We invite the entire community to celebrate with Judy and her 
family at the Power of Women event. 

WPJudy Levin: 2018 Janet Berg 
Recipient to be Honored

The Janet Berg Award was created by Women’s Philanthropy at 
the time of Janet Berg’s retirement to honor her 31 years of service 
to the local Jewish community. Janet was the first recipient of the 
award, which was presented to her at the Connections dinner in 
2007.  Connections has evolved into the annual Power of Women 
event, where each year a woman of distinction is awarded the 
coveted Janet Berg Award.

Teen Interfaith Leadership Council 
is Open for Applications!

Judy Levin will be honored with the
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The 2018 Portrait of Bay Area Jewish Life and communities 
is the first-ever comprehensive study of the Jewish popula-
tion within the Greater Bay Area. Commissioned by the San 
Francisco-based Jewish Federation and supported by the 
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley (JFSV), the study paints 
a picture of who we are.

While it will take more time to go through all the data with 
a fine-tooth comb, the immediate picture shows Bay Area 
Jews differ from Jews across the country as well as from pre-
vious generations. We are highly mobile, extremely diverse, 
younger, well-educated, wealthier (a fact off-set by the high 
cost of housing), less affiliated and less attached to Israel.

According to Jyl Jurman, CEO of the JFSV, “The face of 
Judaism in Silicon Valley has changed dramatically over the 
past two decades. It is clear from what we have learned that 
we have to work to engage our constituents differently and 
in ways that are more meaningful for them today.”

There’s No Geographical Center for Jewish Life

For many of us growing up, touching Jewish culture was 
as easy as talking over the back fence to your neighbor. We 
rode our bikes to Hebrew school and grabbed bagels from 

our neighborhood deli. Today, we are spread out across Sili-
con Valley; where we live often dictated by the price of hous-
ing rather than the proximity of a Jewish community. Daily 
we traverse counties without giving it a second thought; 
working in one place, living in another and likely socializing 
in yet another. The spread-out nature of our lives can make 
finding Jewish culture, support, activities and institutions 
difficult.

Our Roots are New

Only 28% of the more than 3500 people surveyed were born 
in the Bay Area. More than a quarter of all respondents have 
plans to move within the next two years; some within the 
Bay Area and some to less expensive areas. We are spread 
across the valley and lack the rootedness that comes from 
generations of family growing up and living in the same 
place.

According to Rabbi Leslie Alexander, “The Bay area pic-
ture is decidedly different from the rest of the country. The 
transient nature of this area means that we don’t have gen-
erations of Jews living near one another, modeling Jewish 
culture, philanthropy and tradition. This community has 
the wonderful opportunity to create additional points of en-
gagement, which will enable new faces to build their Jewish 
roots in Silicon Valley.”

We Just Don’t Look Like Anyone Else

The study points out that Bay Area Jews are the most liberal 
and most educated group in the country. And we are truly 
diverse. A quarter of our households include a partner or 
spouse who is Hispanic, Asian-American, African-Amer-
ican or another ethnic or racial background. For those in 
the 18-34 age group, that number rises to 38 percent. And 
one in 10 households includes someone who identifies as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

“As Jews, we really need to come around the table together 
to learn, socialize and perpetuate our Jewish religion and 
culture,” says Rabbi Dana Magat, Temple Emanu-El in San 
Jose. “Young Jews, especially, need to know that synagogues 
today are not ‘their grandparents’ synagogues.’ We are warm, 
inclusive, and equally welcoming places for Jews and inter-
faith couples of all backgrounds and beliefs.”

BAY AREA STUDY

A Portrait of Bay Area Jewish Life
By Barb Tobias Chappell

“G-d commanded Moses to count the Jewish people and that’s 
the first instance we have of being commanded to do a census 
as a sacred act. And if you’re going to know the strengths and 
weaknesses and needs of your people, then you need to count 
them and classify them and hear them and understand them.”

Steven M. Cohen
Co-Author, Portrait of Bay Are Jewish Life
Research Professor of Jewish Social Policy

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

Where We Live

Our Age Range
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my Jewish history classes.  Israel’s location at the crossroads of 
three continents has had tremendous influence on its history, 
from ancient times on.  In American Jewish history, one could 
say “demography is destiny.”  The history of changes within the 
population in our community tells our story.

The lure of the ‘49ers and opportunity brought an influx of 
Central European Jews to California in the 1830’s.  With them 
came the building of the first Jewish institutions in California, 
including our own Temple Emanu-El of San Jose.  Our com-
munity was also significantly influenced by the immigration 
of Jews from the former Soviet Union (FSU) in the last quarter 
of the 20th Century.  We were a center of resettlement.  At one 
point it was estimated that one in seven Jews in Santa Clara 
County was either an immigrant from the FSU or a descen-
dent. (Current immigrants from FSU are 5% of Jewish Bay 
Area population – see Portrait of Bay Area Jewish Life.)

Today there are other demographic forces at work and we 
ignore them at our peril.  At Congregation Shir Hadash, we are 
proud to have members who have been with us for more than 
30 years.  It speaks to the strong attachments that continue be-
yond the need for b’nai mitzvah. But we wonder, ‘what forces 
will be at play as our members retire and relocate to be near 
their children or to less expensive areas and when cherished 
members die?’ According to the Portrait study, two out of five 
Bay Area Jews are new to the area within the last five years, 
and 29% of all respondents intend to move again within the 
next two years.  

The aging of the baby-boomer generation and increased mo-

bility pose challenges to how we as a Jewish community can 
build connectivity. Offering our retirees more opportunities 
for engagement makes a lot of sense.  Opening the doors for 
volunteer and leadership opportunities, where members can 
share their wisdom, expertise and experience, benefits us all.  
Providing continuing education and social programming helps 
keep minds sharp and can help stave off the loneliness that 
newly single seniors often face.
 
According to the 2016 U.S. census report, there are now more 
millennials in the United States than baby boomers. Unfor-
tunately, that is not the case in our synagogues.  The Portrait 
study underscored the decline in affiliation among those in the 
18-34 age group.  They have different attitudes about Israel, 
interfaith relationships and even religion itself.  To connect 
to this generation, we have to take a serious look at how we 
approach our programming and spiritual offerings so as to 
better appeal to how millennials define themselves as Jewish 
and engage in Jewish life. 
 
In California, we have shown ourselves to be a warm 
and welcoming environment for the growing diversity among 
our Jewish population.  Conversion, intermarriage, adoption, 
the growth of the Sephardic community all coupled with 
ethnic, racial and gender diversity have enriched our Jewish 
complexion in so many ways.  We need to ensure that our 
communications – our photos and language – reflect who we 
have become so we can each see a piece of ourselves in the 
fabric of the community.

Many years ago, I heard American historian and professor 
Deborah Lipstadt give a talk, “Israel, the Ever-Dying People.” 
She noted that from the very beginning of Jewish history, we 
worried that “this would be last Jewish generation.” May the 
worries of this generation prove as groundless as those of the 
past. And may we continue to adapt successfully to the chang-
ing geography of Jewish lives.

Geography is Destiny: 
Our Changing Jewish Complexion
By Rabbi Melanie Aron, Congregation Shir Hadash

“Geography is destiny” is how I sometimes begin 

BAY AREA STUDYThe Decline in Affiliation Poses Challenges – 
And We Are Up to the Task

“The study reaffirms what we have also found to be true,” 
says Mindy Berkowitz, executive director, Jewish Family Ser-
vices of Silicon Valley. “Our young Jewish population may be 
less affiliated but they are smart and energetic, and looking 
for causes with which they can engage. Membership in our 
Young Adult Leadership Initiative - YA-LIVE - program 
for young adults in their 20’s and 30’s is growing. YA-LIVE 
provides Jewish millennials opportunities to get involved in 
community service projects that are meaningful to them and 
to the community as a whole.”

Programming for Bay Area Jews must take into account all   
these factors - geography, age, and diversity as well as the 

need for social service and support. According to Jurman, 
the Jewish Federation serves as the hub of Jewish life for 
those in Silicon Valley. “Throughout history, the Jewish 
people have moved, adapted to new environments, dealt 
with adversity and changed with the times. We, too, have 
to change. This study is only the first step. We need to ‘talk 
the talk’ and ‘walk the walk’ so we can gain a better under-
standing of our community. We need to be a community 
of leaders that reflect the face of our constituents. And only 
then will we be truly armed to provide the spokes of support, 
connectivity, engagement, education and tradition.”

For more information go to jvalley.org/who-we-are. 
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27 years, but he has nothing on Deborah Zimmer, incoming 
president of the board at Temple Emanu-El in San Jose.  Deb-
orah’s boundless energy and love for Judaism have benefitted 
our Silicon Valley community for decades.

“My parents were secular Jews, who likely drove from NY to 
LA to get as far away from their Orthodox upbringing as pos-
sible,” says Deborah.  “But they instilled in me a strong sense 
of ethics, a high-regard for diversity and a Jewish heart.  When 
my children were small, I joined Temple Emanu-El and found 
it to be the perfect place in which to plant my Jewish roots.” 

And plant she did.  Deborah became a professional volunteer, 
working first in the religious school and then in the office.  
Over the next 25 years, Deborah added to her volunteer re-
sume both at Temple Emanu-El, where she would ultimately 
serve two three-year terms on the board, and more broadly in 
the Jewish community as well.

As a Chaplain Aide for Jewish Family Services, Deborah visits 
patients at Regional Medical Center in East San Jose.  It doesn’t 
matter to her that most of the patients are not Jewish; Deborah 
thrives on learning about and from others. “I feel it is such a 
privilege to be able to touch the lives of so many people,” she 
says.

The senior community benefits from Deborah’s lay lead-
ership as well. The second Friday of every month you’ll find 
Deborah leading Shabbat services at The Meadows of Los 
Gatos, where she also leads an annual Passover Seder, Rosh 
Hashanah service and Chanukah celebration.

Deborah recounts with a smile, “In 2008, Rabbi Leslie 
Alexander asked me to be a part of the first cohort to train 
to be a guide for the new community mikvah.  I just couldn’t 
say no to Rabbi Alexander!”  Deborah served as a guide at 
the mikvah until 2016 when she added ambassador to her job 
description after Jan Rose, the founding ambassador, retired.  

According to Rabbi Alexander, “Deborah is the quintessential 
example of the perfect mikvah spiritual leader.  She has a deep 
and real love for people and for Judaism, and a sense of spiritu-
ality that goes to her very core.  As a mikvah guide,  Deborah 
is genuinely caring and personal without being intrusive.  As 
the conductor of all our mikvah activity, Deborah expertly 
orchestrates every detail behind the scenes, details that might 
otherwise overwhelm a less committed person. I truly believe 
she finds each mikvah experience as meaningful to her as it is 
to the participant.” 

It is an understatement to say that Deborah will bring a wealth 
of experience to her new position as board president.  Accord-
ing to Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Dana Magat, “Deborah is an 
amazing leader.  She has that magical ability to relate to people 
of all ages. Her enthusiasm, warmth and excitement for life is 
infectious. She is truly a blessing.”

Temple Emanu-El Welcomes 
Incoming Board President:
Deborah Zimmer

PROFILE

By Barb Tobias Chappell

Energizer’s famous pink bunny may still be going after
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But it is more than just what Deborah brings to the table, 
it is what the community at Temple Emanu-El has done 
for her as well.  When Deborah’s first wife passed away, 
Temple Emanu-El became a place of solace and comfort.  
And when Liz Shivell first met Deborah, she too was 
immediately and warmly welcomed into the fold. The two 
were first married by Rabbi Alexander in 2012 in a Jewish 
ceremony, then were married for a second time in 2015 
by Rabbi Magat in a civil ceremony, following the U.S. 
Supreme Court case legalizing same-sex marriage. 
 
According to Liz, Deborah is a people magnet.  “Give her 
ten minutes with someone and she’ll know where they 
grew up, how many children they have and their favorite 
color,” says Liz.  “She loves people.  It’s the personal con-
nection that motivates her.  Many of the activities in which 
she is involved just naturally weave into each other; she is 
able to profoundly touch so many people in so many ways.”

There is a deep intelligence that accompanies Deborah’s 
warm and affable nature. To prepare for her new role as 
temple president, she attended the URJ Scheidt 
Seminar in San Diego.  The seminar provides congrega-
tional presidents and presidents-elect with the unique op-
portunity to learn, network and enhance leadership skills.

“I learned how to build sacred relationships with my clergy 
and the congregation. Just as importantly, I now have a 
wealth of URJ resources and a cohort of other temple presi-
dents upon which I can rely,” says Deborah.

“The one thing that sets me apart as a temple president 
is that I have been both a volunteer and an employee of 
Temple Emanu-El.  I know how the temple works from the 
inside out.  And for ten years, I was the person answering 
the phone, so a good portion of our congregation already 
knows me and feels comfortable with me.”

Deborah lists several priorities for her presidency, with 
an emphasis on outreach.  “I would like young adults and 
families to recognize Temple Emanu-El as a warm and wel-
coming place, where we celebrate diversity and genuinely 
care about every single one of our members.” 

“Deborah is an ardent supporter of everyone, especially 
those on the periphery,” says Rabbi Magat.  “As a rabbi 
and as her dear friend, I am incredibly proud of her voice 
and look forward to working with her as our new board 
president.”

Deborah is thinking of offering “Coffee with the President” 
on Sunday mornings at the temple.  It’s a likely given that 
Sundays will be very busy for Deborah.

PROFILE
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body, only 1% of the students at De Anza College, Foothill 
College, San Jose State University (SJSU), Santa Clara Uni-
versity, and West Valley College are Jewish. Thus, they cannot 
easily find Jewish community at school, which is where Hillel 
of Silicon Valley (SV) comes in. Hillel SV’s vision is to inspire 
every Jewish student to make an enduring commitment to 
Jewish life, learning, and Israel. “We work with college stu-
dents as they grapple with their identities, their future, and 
how to be Jewish in the greater society. Our commitment to 
inspiring students to develop a life-long involvement in Jewish 
life and connection to Israel is unyielding,” says Executive 
Director Sarita Bronstein. 

Shabbat is the cornerstone of Jewish life and the foundation of 
Hillel SV’s programming. In the 2016-17 academic year, Hillel 
SV hosted 35 Shabbat dinners for 30 to 80 students, providing 
home-cooked food, relaxation, and community.

Tikkun Olam is central to Hillel SV’s programming. Activities 
range from raising money for the “Save A Child’s Heart” pro-
gram in Israel and walking for Juvenile Diabetes, to restoring 
native plants in a nature preserve. Moreover, Hillel SV partic-
ipates monthly in SJSU’s “Just in Time” mobile food pantry, 
which provides fresh produce to food-insecure students. 

Hillel SV’s passion for Israel can easily be seen through the 
over 50 Israel education and advocacy sessions held this past 
year. The extensive programming is focused on telling person-
al stories and connecting students to the rich fabric of Israeli 
society. 1,000 people participated in both the Start Up Nation 
High Tech Fair hosted at SJSU and in the UNESCO exhibit 
“People. Book. Land. The 3,500 Year Relationship of the Jews 
with the Holy Land.” 

To augment the Israel education program, Hillel SV sent 70 
students to Israel in 2017.  In addition to Birthright, MASA, 
and Onward Israel initiatives, Hillel SV created a unique pro-
gram, Spartans2Israel, which brings non-Jewish SJSU student 
leaders to Israel. These students learn about the complexity 
of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, Israel’s role in providing 
humanitarian aid to developing countries, and Israel’s role as a 
center of high technology and innovation. Upon their return, 
the students have remained a tight-knit community that 
attends events and have brought their impressions of Israel to 
SJSU. According to Hillel SV’s Israel 

Fellow, Daniel Piaskowski, “When these students are truly 
informed about Israel, they are far less easily swayed by the 
propaganda of the many anti-Israel forces and groups that 
plague Jewish students on many campuses today. We also 
actively counter these groups.”

While 1% of college students may seem like a small fraction, 
the impact made by Hillel SV adds up. “It is critical to en-
gage college students now as it could be the last opportunity 
we have on their passage to adulthood. Every Jewish student 
counts,” says Bronstein.  

More information can be found at www.hillelsv.org or 
by calling 408-286-6669. 

1,200 College Students Engage 
Jewishly Through Hillel of 
Silicon Valley Programming
By Karen Baskind, Development Manager, Hillel of Silicon Valley 

Please join us for our annual gala, L’Dor V’Dor (From Gen-
eration to Generation).  This year’s student honorees are Jo-
sephine Tutman and Jordan Taxon, both from San Jose State. 
The community honorees are long-time Hillel supporters, 
Leonard and Sylvia Metz. Funds from L’Dor V’Dor provide 
the critical resources necessary to support the mission of 
Hillel SV. 

The event will take place on Sunday, April 8th at 5 pm at the 
Fourth Street Garage in San Jose. Mark Yudof, former Uni-
versity of California President, will be the Keynote Speaker, 
and Emmy award-winning reporter Scott Budman is serving 
as Master of Ceremonies.  

L’Dor V’Dor Gala to Honor Len and Sylvia Metz 
and Outstanding Student Leaders 

HILLEL SV

While South Bay college campuses boast a diverse student
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forced to take a hard look at our actions as well as the actions 
of those around us. Sometimes, a decision made by our 
parents, though made with our best interest in mind, can 
negatively skew the way we interact with others.

As we age and our children grow, we begin to think about 
how we want to be remembered and how we want our life 
documented. The oral tradition remains the most engaging 
and intimate way to share our life story, and this is where The 
People in The Picture begins.

In the musical, written by Iris Rainer Dart with music by 
Mike Stoller and Artie Butler, Raisel Rabinowitz, also known 
as Bubbie, recalls her life in the Yiddish theater during the 
Holocaust. By telling stories as she remembers them to her 
granddaughter Jenny, the audience is ripped from the present 
and thrown back into a time when being who you truly were 
could get you killed. Despite her good intentions, Bubbie’s 
decisions sometimes came with unintended consequences.

Dart, best known for penning the heart-wrenching novel 
Beaches, brings that same deeply moving writing style to The 
People in the Picture. The emotional rollercoaster brought 

about as the characters laugh and cry their way toward facing 
their skeletons and finding closure puts audiences on edge as 
they search for the next clue in the story.

The People in the Picture, presented in commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, asks 
audiences to take a hard look at the suffering and the loss that 
resulted from this tragedy. The people in this picture are “The 
Warsaw Gang,” a ragtag troupe of actors barely surviving, but 
finding solace in making life a little less unbearable for their 
fellow Jews amidst the pogroms and poverty of Poland in the 
1930s. As The People in the Picture aptly displays, talent is 
sometimes all artists have left – and talent will very much be 
on display in this taut, penetrating show.

Presented in collaboration with Dart and composers Stoller 
and Butler, The People in the Picture will premiere for the 
first time since its 2011 Broadway run, complete with new 
musical numbers and a stellar cast, at San Jose’s 3Below 
Theaters & Lounge, 288 S. 2nd Street in Downtown San Jose, 
beginning April 12. Directed by Scott and Shannon Guggen-
heim, with musical direction by Stephen Guggenheim, The 
People in the Picture stars Susan Gundunas as Raisel/Bub-
bie, Watchfire Music recording artist Julia Wade as Red and 
Natalie Schroeder as Jenny.

The supporting cast includes: Stephen Guggenheim (Moishe/
Marvin), F. James Raasch (Chaim), Jim Ambler (Pinsker/
Persky), Brian Watson (Krinsky/Kopelman), Krista Wigle 
(Chayesel/Charlotte/Dobrish), John Minagro (Doovie/Dave) 
and Emma Berman (Young Red/Rachel).

Shows are scheduled Thursdays through Sundays through 
May 13. Tickets are $41-$58 and can be purchased at 
www.3belowtheaters.com.

3Below Theaters & Lounge invites 
audiences to share their stories in videos 
detailing The People in The Picture. Who 
are the people in your picture? Email info@
3belowtheaters.com for more information.  
You could be chosen to be part of 3Below’s 
pre-show presentation and be entered to win 
a family-heirloom crafting-kit.

Who Are the People
 in Your Picture?

By Shannon Guggenheim

Throughout the course of life, there are times we may

IN THE ARTS

Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road ● Saratoga ● 408.257.3333 ● Beth-David.org 
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a joyous holiday to all. 
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Congregation Beth David 
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towards freedom. 
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is well known. Some remember 
him as an international star and a 
fixture on the Metropolitan Opera 
stage, while others recall his days as 
a cantor in New York synagogues. 
Murray Leavitt, the father of Shir 
Hadash member Cindy Weinberg, 
grew up in New York and was one of 
the fortunate 
ones who 

knew Mr. Tucker as a cantor. Dr. Leavitt 
fondly recalls the days at Adath Israel, 
in the Bronx, where “the temple would 
be packed on Friday nights because 
everyone wanted to hear his glorious 
voice. As I grew older and became 
interested in opera I was surprised to 
learn of his career change, yet I was delighted to find out that 
he had become so famous. Proud too, that he was from my 
temple.” 

“Richard Tucker’s extraordinary career -- his amazing transfor-
mation from a beloved cantorial soloist into a world renowned 
cultural icon -- serves as a case study of the American Jewish 
experience at the midpoint of the 20th century,” said Dr. Gary 
P. Zola, Executive Director of the Jacob Rader Marcus Center 
of American Jewish Archives and the Edward M. Ackerman 

Family Distinguished Professor of the American Jewish Experi-
ence & Reform Jewish History at HUC-JIR, Cincinnati.

Richard Tucker was born on August 28, 1913, in Brooklyn, 
New York, two years after his parents immigrated to the United 
States from Bessarabia. Even as a child, Tucker’s singing drew 
praise. When he became an international star he still contin-
ued to function as a cantor. “My father never forgot his Jewish 
roots,” said his son, David. “He always reminded us to never 

forget where we came from. It was an 
important life lesson.”

Dr. Leavitt will never forget his own 
Bronx roots, nor what it was like to hear 
Richard Tucker’s voice soar. “I feel lucky 
that as a young boy, I had the privilege to 
hear the man before he became a legend.”

Congregation Shir Hadash is host-
ing the Levine Lecture: An Evening 
of Opera Honoring Legendary Tenor 
Richard Tucker on Saturday, April 
14, at 8:00 pm. 

The program features recordings and 
video of the legendary opera singer and 
reflections on his personal and profession-
al life and will be narrated by his son, Dr. 
David N. Tucker, and James A. Drake, 
Richard Tucker’s biographer.

Celebrating America’s Great Tenor Richard Tucker 
By Cindy Weinberg

“My father never 
forgot his Jewish 

roots.” 
– David Tucker  

PROFILE
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Biblical law required the ancient Israelite 
farmer to take a sabbatical year every 
seven years to allow the fields to lie 
fallow and be renewed. It was a reminder 
that “the earth is the Eternal’s,” that the 
farmer was not the owner of the land but 
merely its guardian.

I have been fortunate to have been able 
to take four two-month sabbaticals 
during my years at Congregation Shir 
Hadash.  In 2015, I chose to split my 
sabbatical in two, spending a month in 
Israel and caching the second month 
until this past February, when I spent a 
month in Washington, D.C. 

Our congregation is a member of 
P.A.C.T., People Acting in Community 

Together, which is part of the PICO 
network. My intent for the sabbatical 
was to help plan and then attend a 
conference for rabbis and other PICO 
leadership on anti-Semitism and racism. 
PICO was founded in 1972 by a Jesuit 
priest and for over 40 years was an exclu-
sively Christian organization. 

Becoming truly interfaith has had its 
challenges and one of the issues to be 
dealt with at the conference was the 
integration of non-Christian religious 
groups into this network. There have 
also been some anti-Semitic incidents 
in left-leaning organizations.  While 
not representative of the progressive 
movement as a whole, these incidents 
are still a source of great concern. Our 
intent was to explore with non-Jews 
what anti-Semitism is and what it means 
to Jews. We also planned to work with 
Jews to help them understand the impact 
of racism to those for whom it is part of 
their daily lives. Unfortunately, at the last 
minute the conference was postponed 
until April.  Still the work of education 
remains one of the greatest forces behind 
understanding, compassion and peace.

By Rabbi Melanie Aron, 
Congregation Shir Hadash

FROM THE RABBI PICO helps equip community 
leaders with the skills they need 
to reach out into their neighbor-
hoods, identify common con-
cerns, research possible solutions 
and work with public officials 
and private businesses to put 
solutions into effect.  

Founded in 1972 by Father John 
Baumann, a Jesuit priest, PICO 
began as a regional training 
institute to help support neighbor-
hood organizations in California.  
Today, congregations from more 
than 50 different denominations 
and faith traditions participate 
in PICO.  It is a non-partisan 
organization that refrains from 
endorsing or supporting political 
candidates.

At a national level, PICO spon-
sors national leadership de-
velopment seminars four times 
each year.  This intensive 6-day 
seminar provides leaders with an 
in-depth review of the theory and 
practice of congregation-based 
organizing.

My Sh’nat Shabbaton -- 
Sabbatical Year
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Births

•Cantor Amanda Edmondson of 
Temple Emanu-El and her husband Ted 
Edmondson would like to introduce the 
newest member of their family, Evelyn Mae 
Edmondson! She was born on December 27, 
2017, at 4:18 pm, weighing in at 6lbs 4oz 
and 20 inches long.

•Debbie & Jonathan Lewis of Congrega-
tion Sinai joyfully announcing the birth 
of Avram Liam on February 8, 2018.  “Avi” 
weighed in at 8lbs 4oz, and measured 21 
inches in length. His big brothers Jaren, 
Asher and Emmet are thrilled with their 
new little brother. Avi was named in mem-
ory of his grandfather William Lewis z”l. 
His grandparents are Veronica Lewis of 
San Jose and Kenneth & Elaine Kreuger of 
Indianapolis. 

•Rachael and Jon Maltiel Swenson 
welcome Emma Laurel Maltiel Swenson, 
born March 7, 2018, at 7:24 pm.  She 

weighed in at 7lb 7oz and measured 19 
inches long.  Grandparents Sue and Ron 
Maltiel (Saratoga) and Janet and Jack Sw-
enson (Lake Barrington, IL) are all over the 
moon! 

Called to the Torah
•Ariel 
Grosskopf, 
son of Daniel & 
Jhasmin Gross-
kopf, was called 
to the Torah as a 
Bar Mitzvah on 
November 18, 
2017, at Con-
gregation Beth 
David. He is a 
seventh-grade 

student at Cupertino Middle School and 
loves playing baseball. For his mitzvah 
project he collaborated with Abrahamic Al-
liance International, a non-profit organiza-
tion uniting Jews, Christians and Muslims 
for active peacebuilding and poverty relief, 
to provide food to the homeless in the Bay 
Area. His older sisters, Nicole, Liel and 
Tamar, joined with his grandparents and 
extended family, who traveled from South 
America to celebrate with Ariel. 

•Shayna Leibovitch, daughter of 
Deborah & Allen Leibovitch and younger 
sister of Natan, was called to the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah on January 20 at Congregation 
Sinai. She is in the seventh grade at Castil-
lero Middle School. Shayna’s grandparents, 
Jerry Cohen of Reseda, CA, and Les & Rena 
Leibovitch of Pleasanton, CA, were on hand 
for this Simcha. Shayna has been volun-
teering at Town Cats, a shelter for homeless 
cats. She helps to take care of 

them until they are adopted. In addition, 
she has two cats of her own, Mitzi 
and Oscar. 

•Alana Firsty, daughter of Wayne & the 
late Julie Firsty z”l, was called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah at Congregation Sinai 
on February 10. She is in the eighth grade 
at Ida Price Middle School.  Alana enjoys 
hanging out with her friends, playing soccer 
and watching television.  An animal lover, 
for her mitzvah project Alana works with 
the Cal State Dog Rescue in Campbell, an 
organization committed to helping home-
less dogs.   Older sister Shay, and grandpar-
ents Jason & Helen Seltzer of Florida and 
Jerome & Ruth Firsty of Puerto Rico were 
delighted to share this simcha with Alana.  

 •Benjamin 
Mazo, son 
of Maria & 
Gary Mazo, 
was called 
to the Torah 
as a Bar 
Mitzvah on 
February 17 
at Congre-
gation Sinai. 
He attends 
Quimby 
Oak Middle 
School in 
Evergreen 
and is in a program called Lobos School 
of Innovation. He plays trombone and is 
a part of a jazz band. In his spare time, 
Ben likes to play computer games, espe-
cially ones in which he can build and test 
aircraft. Benjamin is the younger brother of 
Samuel, who attends Chapman University 

SIMCHAS
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•Hannah Null, daughter of Joy & Jonathan Null, was called 
to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on February 24 
at Congregation Sinai. She 
is a seventh-grade student 
at Yavneh Day School. 
Her brother, Daniel, also 
attends Yavneh and is in 
the fifth grade.  Hannah 
enjoys basketball, reading 
and many kinds of dance, 
from contemporary and 
jazz to hip-hop. Hannah 
was very happy that her 
grandmother, Linda Co-
hen, could be with her for 
this special occasion.

Ads

and Sonia, who is a senior at Kehillah High School.  For his 
Bar Mitzvah project, Ben is donating money to the Wound-
ed Warrior Projects, a non-profit organization that offers a 
variety of programs and services for veterans and service 
members with every type of injury – from the physical to the 
invisible wounds of war.

SIMCHAS
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September 13, 1957 – March 10, 2018

The Jewish Federation of Sil-
icon Valley mourns the loss 
of its co-president, Susan 
Gavens, who passed away on 
March 10, after a brief battle 
with pancreatic cancer.  The 
entire Jewish community 
has lost a true friend, a voice 
for outreach and a leader 
without equal. 

Growing up in Barstow, CA, Susan’s parents, Herb z”l and 
Justine z”l Stein, instilled in her a strong Jewish ethic.  It is from 
them she learned the importance of philanthropy and advo-
cating for Jewish causes.  For this reason, you could also credit 
them for helping Susan meet Lee at the University of California 
at Berkeley in 1978. Susan sat on the UJA (JFNA today) college 
campaign steering committee.  Lee was a dorm solicitor.  There 
was a spark from the beginning that was fanned into a flame 
over casual hang-outs at Hillel and on campus.  They graduated, 
got married and moved to Boston for Lee’s new job. Never one 
to sit around and do nothing, Susan matriculated at Brandeis 
University, where she received a Ph.D. in molecular biology.

A new job for Lee brought them back to California in 1987, 
where they joined Congregation Beth David. It was here that 
Susan began to build her community legacy of volunteering and 
caring for others. 

There was nothing that Susan wouldn’t do to support her hus-
band, their two children, Abigail and Daniel, or her community.  
When people asked, Susan said “yes!”  And most times, she 
didn’t even need to be asked; Susan just did.

According to Honey Gram Co-Chair Madelyn Isaacs, Susan was 
the driving force behind Beth David’s Honey Gram fundraising 
program for Hebrew High for 10 years.  “We distributed bags 
filled with challah, juice, apples and honey to area seniors, con-
gregants and donors.  Susan spent hours on the road procuring 
all the ingredients, coordinating volunteers and working with 
our teens to create personalized cards, fill and deliver the bags.”

Lindsay Ehrman was working for Hillel of Silicon Valley when 
she first met Susan.  When Ehrman began working at Congrega-
tion Beth David, their relationship solidified. “Susan was always 
by my side, helping to strengthen the Jewish youth programs 
in the community.  She served on the Hebrew High and youth 
group committees, chaperoned camping and ski trips for USY 
and Kadima,” says Ehrman. “Over the 20 years I have known her, 
Susan grew from mentor to friend. She supported me in good 
times and bad.  Her amazing spirit, beautiful soul and ability to 
give so much to others will always be with me.”

Susan also chaired numerous other events and programs for 
Beth David, including an annual 8:00 am mitzvah day project 
benefitting the women’s shelter. According to Ruth Zaltsmann, 
Susan impacted more than 120 teens as a leader and chaperone 
for five March of the Living trips.  “Susan spent countless hours 
putting together journals of our trips.  She was our resident 
photographer and served as our trip ‘mom.’   She was a shoulder 
to cry on, the first to give a hug, the one who corralled our teens 
and the one to hold a survivor’s hand on a cobble-stone street.”

According to Barbara Goldstein, retired director of Early 
Childhood Education, South Peninsula Hebrew Day School, 
Susan was an important part of the school community for over 
20 years.  “Susan began as a parent volunteer and then became a 
beloved preschool teacher.  She developed an innovative science 
program, which she taught at both the preschool and elementary 
school levels.”  SPHDS recognized Susan’s contributions by hon-
oring her with its Woman of Distinction Award in 1995. 

In 2015, Susan’s commitment to education and growing passion 
for meditation and mindfulness inspired her to join Founder 
and CEO Ilana Nankin in creating Breathe For Change (B4C). 
B4C works to enhance the health and well-being of entire school 
communities.  According to Nankin, “Susan has been the light of 
our lives.  Her love, compassion, kindness and caring leadership 
has cracked open the hearts and minds of our B4C team and 
thousands of educators and students across the country. Susan is 
a blessing to us all, her beautiful spirit will forever live on.” 

“The first time Susan visited Israel was on a March of the Living 
Trip,” said Jyl Jurman, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Silicon 
Valley. “I believe that is what elevated her involvement with the 
Federation. And once she started, she just didn’t stop.  That was 
our Susan!”

Susan has served on numerous committees and held many po-
sitions on both the Women’s Philanthropy (WP) and Federation 
boards.  She was campaign chair for both WP and the Feder-
ation, president of WP and, most recently, co-president of the 
Federation with Joel Rubnitz.

“I have never met anyone with a stronger love for and commit-
ment to our local Jewish community, Israel and the world than 
Susan,” says Rubnitz.  “She touched so many lives in so many 
ways.  But her passion was chaperoning the March of the Living 
with our local Jewish teens.  I can’t begin to describe the magni-
tude of losing Susan.” 

“Susan was by far, the kindest person I have ever had the privi-
lege to meet.  She was a true Eishet Chayil.” says Jurman.  “And I 
am honored that I got to call her ‘dear friend’.”

Susan is survived by her husband of 36 years, Lee and her be-
loved children, Abigail and Daniel and his new wife Sarah. 

OBITUARIES•SUSAN GAVENS
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•JONATHAN KAPLAN
July 8, 1952 – February 19, 2018

Jonathan Kaplan 
was born in 
Manhattan to 
Norma & Harold 
Kaplan. Norma was 
a native New Yorker; 
Harold left Germany 
with his father and 
brother in 1937 on 
one of the last ships 

to be allowed into the United States. Jon 
grew up in New York and graduated 
from Cornell with a bachelor of science 
degree in systems planning and an 
MBA in marketing and finance from its 
Johnson Graduate School of Manage-
ment. Jon began his career at Eli Lilly 
from 1973 to 1978, when he left to 
move to Chicago, where buying a house 
proved fortuitous. The real estate agent 
for the property became convinced that 
the daughter of the owner would be a 
good match for Jon.  That conviction 
was proven true when Jon married 
Michelle in 1979, and together they 
began a trek to the West.  Son Chaim 
was born in Cleveland, their first stop 
after Chicago.  The family later moved 
to Portland, OR, and then to the Bay 
Area.

He had three great passions: his family, 
Judaism, and Cornell University. As 
a leadership volunteer for Cornell 
University, Jon conceived and led a 
reunion class campaign that quintupled 
Cornell’s former dollar record, sur-
passed the national record by 50%, gar-
nered the most donors ever from any 
alumni class to the Cornell Fund, and 
was published as a case study by the 
Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education.  As the chief development 
officer for the Oshman Family JCC in 
Palo Alto, CA, Jon brought to success-
ful conclusion a $140 million capital 
campaign, the largest ever on behalf 
of a Jewish community center and 
campus. In addition to national fund-
raising record-breaking results, Jon has 
brought creativity and distinction to the 
re-branding of Palo Alto University, 

where he also recruited, trained and 
developed procedures for a professional 
advancement staff. His leadership style 
is one of engaging and empowering 
others, evidenced by the Best Work-
place in America award he earned 
for Lithocraft, Inc., three years after 
becoming its CEO. 

Jon joined the staff of the APJCC as 
director of development in 2013.  “Jon 
was a real mensch,” said APJCC CEO 
Nate Stein.  “He cared about the JCC, 
the community and the programs he 
raised money for.  He knew that every 
gift, no matter how large or small was 
important because it made a differ-
ence.  He valued every donor and felt 
honored to be the one to help match 
the donor to the need.  Jon had such a 
big heart.  He will be missed, not only 
for his fundraising skills but also for his 
warmth and friendship.”

Jon is survived by his wife, Michelle, 
son Chaim (Allison), his brother 
Eugene Kaplan.  The family asks that 
donations in his memory be made 
to Good Karma Bicycle or Turning 
Wheels. 

•NURIT SARA SABADOSH 
February 1, 1946 – 
December 12, 2017

The daughter of 
Lola and Yehuda 
(z”l) Gubi, 
Nurit Sabadosh 
was born in 
Israel.  Possess-
ing an incredible 
love for peo-
ple and for all 
things Jewish, 
Nurit was the 

heart and soul of Alef Bet Judaica, the 
Judaica-filled store she founded in 1993 
in Los Gatos. Her vision was to bring 
together Jewish art, culture and tradi-
tion under one roof.  Alef Bet offered 
handcrafted merchandise from more 
than 45 Israeli and American designers.  
The store carried everything from Jew-
ish puzzles, books and games for the 
young; to challah covers, candlesticks, 
Israeli art and dishware for the home; 
to tallitot, wedding chuppahs, books, 
jewelry and other traditional items.  

Prior to her career as a retailer, Nurit 
was a cherished and long-time teacher 
at Yavneh Day School.  Nurit loved 
Chanukah and passed away just the day 
before.  Her presence was deeply felt 
in the glow of the Chanukah candles 
as her family and friends sat shiva in 
her memory.   Nurit is survived by her 
husband, Uri Sabadosh; two children, 
Liat and Ofer; seven grandchildren; sis-
ter Amira Langer; and her 96-year-old 
mother, Lola Gubi, who lives in Israel. 

•HARVEY SLATER, MD
July 14, 1940 – February 5, 2018

Harvey Slater, 
MD., 77, son 
of the late 
Joseph and 
Della (Zionts) 
Slater, grew 
up Pitts-
burgh, where 
he attended 
Peabody 
High School 

and graduated from University of 
Pittsburgh.  He married his high school 
sweetheart Beverly Botnik, and then 
completed his medical degree at Thom-
as Jefferson Medical College in 1965 
and his surgical internship at Monte-
fiore Hospital in Pittsburgh. Following 
his internship, he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and served as surgeon to a 
combat engineer battalion in Vietnam. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star for 
valor under fire.  Following his service 
in the U.S. Army, he completed his 
surgical residency at West Penn Hos-
pital in Pittsburgh and began working 
in the burn center as assistant to the 
chief of surgery. During his tenure as a 
burn and general surgeon, he pioneered 
the use of anesthesia during dressing 
changes and introduced innovations in 
the use of grafts, dressings and nutri-
tional support. His innovations and 
practice generated 60 published papers, 
a chapter in a text book and speaking 
invitations to conferences worldwide. 
He also trained burn surgeons from all 
over the world.  He treated more than 
20,000 patients over his 50-year career, 
was honored multiple times by West 
Penn Hospital, and was the recipient 
of numerous academic awards and 
recognition.

OBITUARIES
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Dr. Slater was a longtime and active member of B’nai Israel 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh. He and his wife Beverly (pre-de-
ceased) had three children. Upon his retirement, they moved 
to San Jose to be close to their daughter and son-in law, Susan 
and Steve Ellenberg. During his retirement, he pursued his 
long-time hobbies of amateur radio, golf and swimming, and 
remained keenly involved in current affairs, history, politics, 
religion and the Freemasons. He will be greatly missed by his 
family, friends, colleagues, and the Surgical Burn community.

He is survived by his children, Susan Slater Ellenberg (Steve) 
and grandchildren Zachary, Molly and Naava; Adam Slater of 
Toronto, Canada, and granddaughters Julia and Audrey; David 
Slater (Heidi) of Reno, Nevada, and grandson Max. 

In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate contributions to 
Congregation Sinai.

Ads

Los Gatos Memorial Park
Shalom Garden

Serving the Bay Area Jewish community since 1889 
Peaceful, park-like setting overlooking Santa Cruz Mountains

*Pre Plan and receive a discount
*Graveside Ceremonies in a serene setting
*Upright monuments available
*Trained funeral  professionals
*Traditional caskets and ritual services

2255 Los Gatos-Almaden Rd., San Jose, CA 95124
www.losgatosmemorialpark.com

(408) 356-4151
Darling-Fischer Mortuaries

Chapel of the Hills       Garden Chapel      Campbell Memorial Chapel
615 N. Santa Cruz Ave.     471 E. Santa Clara St.     231 E. Campbell Ave.
Los Gatos, CA 95030     San Jose, CA 95112     Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 354-7740 (408) 998-2226 (408) 379-5010
FD940 FD557 FD898
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March 26
Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information
Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information

JCC Torah Study at Chai House
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
class is free and open to the public.  All ages, 
abilities and knowledge levels are welcome.

2018 Mission to Israel: 
Informational Meeting
7 pm, Federation Conference Rm, 2nd Floor, 
Levy Family Campus
RSVP to Jyl Jurman: jyl@jvalley.org (see pg. 5)

March 27
JCC Classic Jewish Texts
9:30 – 11 am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the works of Maimonides, 
Luzzato and others.  No Hebrew necessary.  Free, 
drop-in class.

Basic Conversational Hebrew for 
Beginners
11 – Noon, Beth David
Led by Sarah Hanuka.

March 28
JCC Kaplan Roundtable
9 – 10:30 am, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this free, drop-
in class studies the writings of Rabbi Mordechai 
Kaplan.  No specialized knowledge required. 

Lunch and Learn Torah Study
Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
Bring your lunch and learn with Rabbi Dana 
Magat. Open to the community, no previous 
Torah study required.

March 29
Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30 - 11 am, Sinai 
This free class, led by Rabbi Josh Berkenwald, is 
open to the community.  No Hebrew required.  
Drop-ins welcome.

Mah Jongg
12:15 – 2:15 pm, Sinai
Bring your tiles and card and enjoy a friendly 
game of Mahj.  Open to all.  Drop-ins welcome.  
Refreshments provided. Email 
mahjongg@sinai-sj.org for more information.

The History of Modern Israel, 1948 to Now!
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Explore the events that formed the State of Israel. 
Email Sarah Hanuka at hanukah@beth-david.org 
for more information.

March 30
Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10 – 11 am, Beth David
Join Ruben Levy or Rabbi Ohriner for weekly 
Talmud study.  Newcomers are welcome.  
Donations to Adult Education are appreciated.

Jewish Ethics 
11:15 – 12:15 pm, Beth David
All are welcome to join this class as we study Rabbi 
Teluskin’s text, “You Shall Be Holy.”

March 31
Shabbat and Passover Minyan Services
9 – 10:30 am    Emanu-El
9 – 12:00 pm    Sinai
9:30 – 1:30 pm    Beth David 
    (lunch following service)
10:30 – 12:30 pm  Shir Hadash

Second Night Community Seders
5:00 -7:00 pm   Emanu-El
5:30 – 8:30 pm    Shir Hadash
7:45 – 11:00 pm   Sinai

April 1
Passover Morning Services
9 – Noon   Sinai
9:30 – 1:30 pm   Beth David 
                                 (lunch following service)

April 2
Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

JCC Torah Study
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
class is free and open to the public.  All ages, 
abilities and knowledge levels are welcome.

April 3
JCC Classic Jewish Texts
9:30 – 11 am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 

MARCH2018

Friday, March 30:              7:10 pm
(Erev Passover)
Saturday, March 31:         8:08 pm
(2nd Night Passover)
Thursday, April 5:              7:16 pm
(7th Night Passover)
Friday, April 6:                    7:17 pm
(Erev 8th Day Passover & Shabbat)
Friday, April 13:                  7:23 pm
Friday, April 20:                 7:29 pm
Friday, April 27:                  7:36 pm
Friday, May 4:                    7:42 pm
Friday, May 11:                   7:48 pm
Friday, May 18:                  7:54 pm
Saturday, May 19:            8:57 pm 
(Erev Shavuot)
Sunday, May 20:               8:58 pm
(2nd Night Shavuot)

Friday, May 25:                 8:00 pm
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guides you through the works of Maimonides, 
Luzzato and others.  No Hebrew necessary.  Free, 
drop-in class.

Basic Conversational Hebrew for 
Beginners
11 – Noon, Beth David
Led by Sarah Hanuka.

Yiddish Conversation Group 
3 – 4:30 pm, Beth David
Learn Yiddish or reactivate your Yiddish as you 
converse with the group.

Israeli Dancing
7:30 – 9 pm, Emanu-El
Put on your dancin’ shoes and join this free class 
led by Loui Tucker.  Open to the community.  No 
experience required.

April 4
JCC Kaplan Roundtable
9 – 10:30 am, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this free, drop-
in class studies the writings of Rabbi Mordechai 
Kaplan.  No specialized knowledge required.

Lunch and Learn with the Cantor
Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El

April 5
Mobile Holocaust Museum
9 – 5 pm, Beth David
Open through May 2, this mobile museum serves 
as both a place of meditation and a place to learn 
about the Holocaust.  Open to the public and to 
people of all ages.

Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30 -11 am, Sinai 
This free class, led by Rabbi Josh Berkenwald, is 
open to the community.  No Hebrew required.  
Drop-ins welcome.

JCC Hasidic Havurah
11 - Noon, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, the class stud-
ies the great works of past Hasidic teachers, using 
the teachings to deepen our contemporary Jewish 
spirituality.  Free and open to all.

Mah Jongg 
12:15 – 2:15 pm, Congregation Sinai
Bring your tiles and card and enjoy a friendly 
game of Mahj.  Open to all.  Drop-ins welcome.  
Refreshments provided. Email 

mahjongg@sinai-sj.org for more information.

Sisterhood Women’s Seder
6 – 9 pm, Emanu-El
Calling all women! Come celebrate the spirit of 
Miriam and the joy of Passover.  Bring a 
Kosher-style, Pesadicha salad, side dish or dessert 
to share.  Entrée and ritual foods will be provided. 
$8 member, $12 non-member. Email 
megan@templesanjose.org to rsvp.

The History of Modern Israel, 1948 to Now!
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Explore the events that formed the State of Israel. 
Email Sarah Hanuka at 
hanukah@beth-david.org for more information.

April 6
Passover Morning Services
9 - Noon  Sinai
9:30 – 1:30 pm  Beth David 
  (lunch following services)

Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10 – 11 am, Beth David
Join Ruben Levy or Rabbi Ohriner for weekly 
Talmud study.  Newcomers are welcome.  
Donations to Adult Education are appreciated.

“Shabbatluck” Dinner
6 – 7 pm, Emanu-El
Join us for a potluck dinner, the 1st Friday of 
every month before the Erev Shabbat Family Ser-
vice.  Bring a dish to share – Last name A-L: side 
dish, salad, fruit; M-Z: main dish

Passover Yizkor & Healing Service
7 – 7:30 pm, Shir Hadash
Join us at this brief service as together we read 
words and prayers of healing.  We will conclude 
with Passover Yizkor, a memorial service to 
remember those we have lost.

Erev Shabbat Family Service with 4th and 
5th Grades
7 – 8 pm, Emanu-El
Family services are held the 1st Friday of every 
month, September through May.

April 7
Eighth Day Passover Morning Services
9 - Noon,   Sinai
9:30 – 1:30pm,   Beth David 
  (lunch following services)

Shabbat in Nature
10 – Noon, Emanu-El
Meet under the Gazebo at Ed Levin Park, Spring 
Valley Group Picnic Area, for a Shabbat service 
and lunch. Bring a vegetarian dish to share.  Take 
a mountain hike with Branden after lunch (bring 
water, a hat and sunscreen). Dogs on leash OK, 
except on hike. Parking is $6.

Mindfulness & Meditation Through 
Hasidic Lens
10:30 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Netivot Haneshamah – Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valen-
cia helps participants find personal meaning in 
Jewish prayer based on Hassidic Torah text and 
stories.

Our Mercas: Holy People/Holy Lives
1:15 – 2:15, Beth David

April 8
Adult Academy
9:45 – 10:45 am, Beth David
Join us as we study the mitzvot, the core practices 
of Judaism, which “yield immediate fruit and con-
tinue to yield fruit in the time to come.” (Talmud)

The 2017-18 South Bay Institute 
Speaker Series 
10:30 - 1 pm, APJCC
Laura Rosenzweig will present her book, Holly-
wood’s Spies:  The Undercover Surveillance of the 
Nazis in Los Angeles. Hosted by the Silicon Valley 
Holocaust Survivors Assoc. Tickets are $5 and 
include brunch.  Please RSVP to 
cherie@apjcc.org.

Hillel of Silicon Valley, L’Dor v’Dor 
Fundraiser
5 pm, Fourth Street Garage, San Jose
Join Hillel to celebrate Leonard & Sylvia Metz and 
student honorees, Josephine Tutman and Jordan 
Taxon at its annual Gala Fundraiser. 
RSVP: sarita@hillelsv.org

April 9
Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.
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JCC Torah Study at Chai House
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
class is free and open to the public.  All ages, abili-
ties and knowledge levels are welcome.

April 10
JCC Classic Jewish Texts
9:30 – 11 am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the works of Maimonides, 
Luzzato and others.  No Hebrew necessary.  Free, 
drop-in class.

Basic Conversational Hebrew for Beginners
11 - Noon, Beth David
Led by Sarah Hanuka.

Holocaust Remembrances: Finding the 
Hope from Generation to Generation
4 pm, Board Chambers, County Govern-
ment Center
70 W. Hedding St. San Jose.  Free and open to 
the public.  Free parking in Lot C. Contact Diane 
Fisher, diane@jvalley.org

April 11
JCC Kaplan Roundtable
9 – 10:30 am, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this free, drop-
in class studies the writings of Rabbi Mordechai 
Kaplan.  No specialized knowledge required. 

Lunch and Learn Torah Study
Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
Meets monthly on 4th Wednesday until June 27.
Bring your lunch and learn with Rabbi Dana 
Magat. Open to the community, no previous 
Torah study required.

Yom Hashoah u’Gevurah Memorial Service
7 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Community Shoah memorial service, featuring 
keynote speaker, Thomas Klein.  

April 12
Faces of Genocide Conference
8:30 – 3:45 pm, West Valley College 
Campus Center
14000 Fruitvale Ave, Saratoga
The 7th Annual Global Citizenship Conference 
commemorates Holocaust Remembrance Day.  
Admission is free and open to the community.  

For more information, contact 
tim.kelly@westvalley.edu.

Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30 – 11 am, Sinai 
This free class, led by Rabbi Josh Berkenwald, is 
open to the community.  No Hebrew required.  
Drop-ins welcome.

JCC Hasidic Havurah
11 - Noon, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, the class stud-
ies the great works of past Hasidic teachers, using 
the teachings to deepen our contemporary Jewish 
spirituality.  Free and open to all.

Ladies Who Lunch
11 – 1 pm, Beth David
Thematic lunch group that meets at a different 
participant’s home each month. Women share 
potluck dishes, recipes and stories.  Contact 
women@beth-david.org for location.

Mah Jongg
12:15 – 2:15 pm, Sinai
Bring your tiles and card and enjoy a friendly 
game of Mahj.  Open to all.  Drop-ins welcome.  
Refreshments provided. Email 
mahjongg@sinai-sj.org for more information.

The History of Modern Israel, 1948 to Now!
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Explore the events that formed the State of Israel. 
Email Sarah Hanuka at hanukah@beth-david.org 
for more information.

 April 13
Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10 - 11 am, Beth David
Join Ruben Levy or Rabbi Ohriner for weekly 
Talmud study.  Newcomers are welcome.  
Donations to Adult Education are appreciated.

Erev Havurah Shabbat Service
7 – 8 pm, Emanu-El
Creative services featuring active Havurah 
members.

Shabbat Service with the Band 
7:30 – 9 pm, Shir Hadash
Celebrate Shabbat with a lively musical service.  
Enjoy music from both established and emerging 
Jewish composers.

April 14
Babies and Bagels: Baby Shabbat
9 - 10:30 am, Emanu-El
Services geared for the “tot-set,” up to 3 years old. 
Songs, stories, parachute play & bagels!

Shabbat Yoga
9:30 – 10:30 am, Beth David
Netivot Haneshamah. Enjoy Shabbat Yoga with 
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin.  Suitable for all levels.

Exploration of Shabbat Prayer & Study for 
Russian Speakers
10:30 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Netivot Haneshamah. Led by Rabbi Ilana Baird.

Tot Shabbat
11:15 - Noon, Beth David
Designed for tots ages 5 and under.  Songs, sto-
ries, puppets and more.

Jewish Book Discussion Group
1:15 – 3 pm, Beth David

Levine Lecture: Honoring Richard Tucker
8 – 9:30 pm, Shir Hadash
An Evening of Opera Honoring Legendary Tenor 
Richard Tucker (see p. 18) RSVP 
http://bit.ly/LevineLectureRichardTucker. 

April 15
COMMUNITY YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
CELEBRATION: Celebrating Israel@70!
Tech Panel 11– 12:30 pm; 
Festivities 1 – 5 pm, Levy Family Campus
All are Welcome! Free Admission! Fun for all 
Ages (see p. 2)

April 16
 
Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more
 information.

JCC Torah Study at Chai House
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
class is free and open to the public.  All ages, 
abilities and knowledge levels are welcome.
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April 17
JCC Classic Jewish Texts
9:30 – 11 am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the works of Maimonides, 
Luzzato and others.  No Hebrew necessary.  Free, 
drop-in class.

Basic Conversational Hebrew for 
Beginners
11 - Noon, Beth David
Led by Sarah Hanuka.

Yiddish Conversation Group 
3 – 4:30 pm, Beth David
Meets every other week until May 16
Learn Yiddish or reactivate your Yiddish as you 
converse with the group.

Israeli Dancing
7:30 – 9 pm, Emanu-El
Put on your dancin’ shoes and join this free class 
led by Loui Tucker.  Open to the community.  No 
experience required.

Stealth Altruism 
7:30 – 9 pm, Beth David
Author Dr. Arthur Shostak tells inspiring stories 
of people who took great risks to help others 
during the Holocaust.

April 18
JCC Kaplan Roundtable
9 – 10:30 am, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this free, drop-
in class studies the writings of Rabbi Mordechai 
Kaplan.  No specialized knowledge required. 

2018 Mission to Israel: Informational 
Meeting
7 pm, Federation Conference Rm, 2nd 
Floor, Levy Family Campus
RSVP to Jyl Jurman: jyl@jvalley.org (see pg. 5)

April 19
Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30 - 11 am, Sinai 
This free class, led by Rabbi Josh Berkenwald, is 
open to the community.  No Hebrew required.  
Drop-ins welcome.

JCC Hasidic Havurah
11 - Noon, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, the class stud-

ies the great works of past Hasidic teachers, using 
the teachings to deepen our contemporary Jewish 
spirituality.  Free and open to all.

Mah Jongg 
12:15 – 2:15 pm, Sinai
Bring your tiles and card and enjoy a friendly 
game of Mahj.  Open to all.  Drop-ins welcome.  
Refreshments provided. Email 
mahjongg@sinai-sj.org for more information.

The History of Modern Israel, 1948 to Now!
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Explore the events that formed the State of Israel. 
Email Sarah Hanuka at hanukah@beth-david.org 
for more information.

Mental Illness Support Group
7:30 – 9 pm, Sinai
Facilitated by Rabbi Berkenwald and Lisa Warner, 
LCSW, Director of Clinical and Social Services 
at JFS.

April 20
Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10 - 11 am, Beth David
Join Ruben Levy or Rabbi Ohriner for weekly 
Talmud study.  Newcomers are welcome.  
Donations to Adult Education are appreciated.

Tot Shabbat with Catered Dinner
6 – 7:30 pm, Emanu-El
Services geared for families with young children.  
Dinner provided by Sisterhood.

Erev Shabbat “Green” Service
7 – 8 pm, Emanu-El

April 21
Shabbat Seminar: Israel Today,
7:30 – 9 pm, Beth David
Join us as we explore a wide range of topics 
regarding Israeli society.

April 22
Healthy Living Fair 2018
8 – 4 pm, Sacred Heart Community Service
1381 S. 1st Street, San Jose
Shir Hadash is partnering with Sacred Heart 
Community Service, Tzu Chi Buddhist Founda-
tion, The Lions Club, Vision Service Plan, OnSite 
Dental, Santa Clara County Dental Society and 
Santa Clara County Optometric Society to offer 
a free community health fair.  The fair provides 

services to needy, homeless, under-served and 
uninsured families in the Bay Area. 

Adult Academy
9:45 – 10:45 am, Beth David
Join us as we study the mitzvot, the core prac-
tices of Judaism, which “yield immediate fruit 
and continue to yield fruit in the time to come.” 
(Talmud)

Knitzvah Meeting
10:30 – Noon, Levy Family Campus
Jewish Family Services spearheads this volunteer 
group of knitters, crotcheters and seamstress-
es.  The finished creations are donated to 18 
non-profit organizations.  All ages welcome.

Disney Sing-a-Long
4 – 5:30 pm, Emanu-El
Rabbi Magat and Cantor Edmondson lead this 
fun Disney Sing-a-Long.  Come dressed as your 
favorite Disney character.  Snacks will be provid-
ed.

Speaker Series: Donniel Hartman
7:30 – 9:30 pm, APJCC
Rabbi Donniel Hartman, Ph.D , president of the 
Shalom Hartman Institute will speak on  Global 
Judaism and Israel: Navigating Democracy in the 
Jewish State.   Members $8, Non-members $12.  
RSVP to CJLL@apjcc.org 

April 23
Finding Inspiration in Troubling Times: 
Adult Education Series
8:45 – 10 am, Kehillah Jewish High School
Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, Ph.D, head of school, 
leads exploration of writings of Rabbi Dr. Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel. Open to the community.  
No prior knowledge necessary. More info:
https://kehillah.org/adult-education-palo-alto/.

Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information

Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more infor-
mation

JCC Torah Study
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
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class is free and open to the public.  All ages, 
abilities and knowledge levels are welcome.

April 24
JCC Classic Jewish Texts
9:30 – 11 am, APJCC
Rabbi Joey Felsen of the Jewish Study Network 
guides you through the works of Maimonides, 
Luzzato and others.  No Hebrew necessary.  
Free, drop-in class.

Basic Conversational Hebrew for 
Beginners
11 - Noon, Beth David
Led by Sarah Hanuka.

2017-18 South Bay Institute Speaker Series
7 – 9 pm, Sinai
Featuring Abigail Pogrin, author of My Jewish 
Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew 
Members $8, Non-members $12.  For more 
information contact events@apjcc.org.

April 25
JCC Kaplan Roundtable
9 – 10:30 am, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this free, 
drop-in class studies the writings of Rabbi 
Mordechai Kaplan.  No specialized knowledge 
required. 

Lunch and Learn Torah Study
Noon – 1:30 pm, Emanu-El
Bring your lunch and learn with Rabbi Dana 
Magat. Open to the community, no previous 
Torah study required.

April 26
Silicon Valley Beit Midrash
9:30 -11 am, Sinai 
This free class, led by Rabbi Josh Berkenwald, is 
open to the community.  No Hebrew required.  
Drop-ins welcome.

JCC Hasidic Havurah
11 - Noon, APJCC
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, the class 
studies the great works of past Hasidic teachers, 
using the teachings to deepen our contemporary 
Jewish spirituality.  Free and open to all.

Mah Jongg
12:15 – 2:15 pm, Sinai
Bring your tiles and card and enjoy a friendly 

game of Mahj.  Open to all.  Drop-ins welcome.  
Refreshments provided. Email 
mahjongg@sinai-sj.org for more information.
Dames Who Dine
7 – 9 pm, Beth David
Monthly dinner to catch up with old friends and 
meet new ones! Contact 
cbd.women@beth-david.org for more 
information.

The History of Modern Israel, 
1948 to Now!
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Beth David
Explore the events that formed the State of 
Israel. Email Sarah Hanuka at 
hanukah@beth-david.org for more information.

April 27 
Talmud Study: Tractate Megillah
10 - 11 am, Beth David
Join Ruben Levy or Rabbi Ohriner for weekly 
Talmud study.  Newcomers are welcome.  Dona-
tions to Adult Education are appreciated.

Shabbat Mishpacha & Family Dinner 
with Rabbi Josh
5 pm, Sinai
Sponsored by Congregation Sinai and PJ 
Library, this fun musical service is open to all. 
Kosher dairy dinner following service. 
$7 adults, $5 children (2-12 years).  Contact 
office@sinai-sj.org. 

Wine & Cheese and Rock & Roll Shabbat
6:30 pm, Emanu-El
Enjoy delicious wine and cheese before our Rock 
Shabbat Service!

April 28
Netivot Haneshamah: Approachable Torah
10:30 – 11:45 am, Beth David
Enjoy lively conversation led by Rabbi 
Berkowitz.

Tot Shabbat
11:15 - Noon, Beth David
Designed for tots ages 5 and under.  Songs, 
stories, puppets and more.

April 29
Finding Inspiration in Troubling Times: 
Adult Education Series
8:45 – 10 am, Kehillah Jewish High School

Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, Ph.D, head of school, 
leads exploration of writings of Rabbi Dr. 
Abraham Joshua Heschel. Open to the commu-
nity.  No prior knowledge necessary. More info:
https://kehillah.org/adult-education-palo-alto/.

Flea Market
9:30 – 1:30 pm, Beth David
Treasures await! Come shop and support 
Beth David. 
Contact lisakravitz@mns.com for more 
information or to donate.

The 2017-18 South Bay Institute 
Speaker Series
9:30 – Noon, Shir Hadash
Marissa Moss, Author of Last Things: A Graphic 
Memoir of Loss and Love will speak. For more 
information contact events@apjcc.org.

Mitzvah Day
10 – 1 pm, Emanu-El
Contact megan@templesanjose.org for more 
information.

Kadima Youth Group Fun for 
4th – 6th Graders
12:30 – 2:30 pm, Beth David
Directed by Kobi Palombo, open to all 
synagogue members.  Sign up on-line: 
hanuka@beth-david.org or call 408.257.3333.  
$5/attendee.

Kehillah Jewish High School Annual Gala
6 – 9 pm, Mitchell Park Community 
Center Palo Alto Room and Courtyard
Join us for a far-out party supporting our groovy 
high school! Honoring: Susie Green and Jaclyn 
Zarrella for 10 years of dedication to Kehillah. 
Tickets: $125/each. Sponsorships available.
More info: https://kehillah.org/gala.

April 30
Intermediate Hebrew 
10 – 11:30 am, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

Beginning Hebrew
11:45 – 12:45 pm, Beth David
Email AdultEd@beth-david.org for more 
information.

JCC Torah Study
3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chai House
Led by the JCC’s Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia, this 
class is free and open to the public.  All ages, 
abilities and knowledge levels are welcome.
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Carol Elias Zolla

The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

16450 Los Gatos Blvd., Suite 209
Los Gatos, CA 95032 ¥ 408.358.6900

Miri Bialik BRE 01164715

Cell 408.315.6555
Always At Your Service

Michael W. Malter

CertiÞed Specialist, Bankruptcy Law ¥ The State Bar of California
Board of Legal Specialization. Specializing in all aspects of

bankruptcy representation, distressed real estate & asset protection.

Binder & Malter, LLP
2775 Park Avenue ¥ Santa Clara 95050

michael@bindermalter.com
www.bindermalter.com

Janice L. Shapiro

Welcomes individuals, couples and families
License No. LMFT86051

408.596.4810 ¥ janiceleeshapiro.com
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

3880 S. Bascom Ave., Suite 216 ¥ San Jose, CA 95124

Marni Novick, Au.D.

My own experience with hearing loss led me to help others improve
their hearing and well-being. Comprehensive diagnostic hearing

evaluations, hearing aid consultations, tinnitus evaluations.

340 Dardanelli Lane, Suite 22, Los Gatos

drnovick@siliconvalleyhearing.com
www.siliconvalleyhearing.com

408.540.7128

JVALLEY MAGAZINE
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Professional Directory, contact
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www.LynnOsbandEvents.com
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their little display of Passover food earlier and earlier.  My 
local grocery store put out its Passover display in February, 
so of course I had to support them. The can of chocolate 
chip macaroons I bought was consumed in total in just a few 
days…I admit it…I ate them.   I can’t help wondering how 
those little cookies can be so moist and delicious - out of a 
can, no less!

I love to bake and have been known to make delicious cook-
ies, which I actually sell.  It just makes sense that I would try 
to make my own macaroons.  After all, how hard can it be to 
beat a canned macaroon?  I served them to my grandmother.  
She smiled in that nice way that grandmothers do and asked 
if by chance I had any of the canned ones from the store.  
According to the Gospel of Grandma, “some things are better 
just left alone.” Apparently canned coconut cookies is one of 
those things. 
I remember when they started coming out with new flavors 
for the macaroons, like rocky road.  I thought to myself wow 
they have really outdone themselves. I mean it just doesn’t get 
much better than rocky road macaroons. Unless they are on 
sale after Passover.  I’m always tempted to stock up but then 
I realize that consuming all those matzah pizzas and matzah 
sandwiches and just plain matzah right out of  the box has 
probably gifted me with ten extra pounds. So, I walk by the 
sale and hope that they will come out with a new, even more 
exciting flavor next year, which, I promise myself, I won’t buy 
until much closer to Passover.  Who am I kidding?  Now just 
don’t get me started on chocolate-covered matzah….

By Rachael Berman-Huck
THE LIGHTERSIDE
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Call today for a free market analysis of your home!
Bill Lister
BRE #01179611 
408.892.9300 (Cell) • 408.355.1551 (Office) 
Toll Free 866.408. 1644 
BLister@cbnorcal.com • www.BillLister.com 

COLDWeLI. 
BANll(eRm 

GLOBAL@ LUXURY EQUAL-::SING 
SM OPPORTUNITY 

Now donating 15% of my net earnings to the JCC or a legitimate 
charity/ organization of your choice! 

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker®, Coldwell Banker Global are registered trademarks licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License# 00313415 

Every year it seems that grocery stores start putting out 
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ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS
• Kibbutz guest house
• Caesarea
• Partnership Region Kiryat Malachi
• The Dan Reserve in the North
• Golan Heights
• Safed
• Stay in Jerusalem at the Inbal Hotel
• Shabbat in Jerusalem
• Yad Vashem
• Saturday evening “Israel @70” Celebration
• Masada and the Dead Sea
• Bedouin desert experience
• Night and day tour of Tel Aviv

PRICE ALSO INCLUDES
• Breakfast every day
• Most lunches and dinners
• All fees (touring, entrance, guiding) For further information or 

to make your $500 deposit 
guaranteeing your space 

on this tour, please contact 
Jyl Jurman at 

408.357.7500 
or jyl@jvalley.org.

*Land only. The price of $2,500 per 
person is based on double occupancy.
This is significantly lower than we have 
been able to offer in many years! 
This will be offered to the first 30 
people who sign up.

Celebrate Israel @70!

October 14-23, 2018
Israel

*SPECIAL RATE OF
$2,500 PER PERSON

Mission to

Chaired by: Judy and Brett Borah

create web banner
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