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Happy Hanukkah
Lighting the Hanukkah menorah

The candles are 
placed in the 
menorah from 
right to left, with 
one more candle 
added each night.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
asher kideshanu bemitzvotav 
vetzivanu lehadlik ner shel 
Hanukkah

Dear God, Creator of our world, 
thank You for giving us rules that 
make our lives special and for 
teaching us to light these 
Hanukkah candles.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
sheh'asa nisim lavoteinu
bayamim haheim bazman
hazeh

Dear God, Creator of our 
world, thank you for performing 
miracles for our ancestors, 
long ago and now.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
shehecheyanu 
vekiyemanu 
vehigi’anu 
lazman hazeh. 

Dear God, Creator of our world, 
thank you for keeping us
alive so we can celebrate this 
important moment.

Amen

Amen

Amen

Light the Shamash, 
the helper candle, 
first. Then say 
two blessings – 
one for lighting 
the candles, and 
one for miracles.

Shamash

Use the Shamash to light the other 
candles, starting with the newest 

candle, on the left.

If it's the first night of Hanukkah, 
add a third blessing for celebrating.

ה י‐י אֱ‐להֵֹינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם אֲשׁר רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ
ה  ל חֲנֻכָּ נוּ לְהַדְלִיק נֵר שֶׁ מִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּ נוּ בְּ שָׁ  קִדְּ

ה עָשָׂ ה י‐י אֱ‐להֵֹינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ רוּךְ אַתָּ  בָּ
ה זּ מַן הֶַ זּ ְ יּמִים הָהֵם בַּ ָ ים לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ בַּ נִסִּ

ה י‐י אֱ‐להֵֹינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ
ה  זּ מַן הֶַ זּ יעָנוּ לְַ הֶחֱיָנוּ וְקִיְּמָנוּ וְהִגִּ שֶׁ
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To learn more go to pjlibrary.org/hanukkah



A long, long time ago in the land of Israel, the most special place for the Jewish people was the Temple (synagogue) in Jerusalem. The 
Temple contained many beautiful objects, including a tall, golden menorah. Unlike menorahs of today, this one had seven (rather than nine) 
branches. Instead of being lit by candles or light bulbs, this menorah burned oil. Every evening, oil would be poured into the cups that sat on 
top of the menorah. The Temple would be �lled with shimmering light.

At the time of the Hanukkah story, a mean king named Antiochus ruled over the land of Israel. “I don’t like these Jewish people,” declared 
Antiochus. “They are so di�erent from me. I don’t celebrate Shabbat or read from the Torah, so why should they?”  Antiochus made many 
new, cruel rules. “No more celebrating Shabbat! No more going to the Temple, and no more Torah!” shouted Antiochus. He told his guards to 
go into the Temple and make a mess. They brought mud, stones, and garbage into the Temple. They broke furniture and knocked things 
down; they smashed the jars of oil that were used to light the menorah.

Antiochus and his soldiers made the Jews feel sad and angry. A Jewish man named Judah Maccabee said, “We must stop Antiochus! We must 
think of ways to make him leave the land of Israel.” At �rst, Judah’s followers, called the Maccabees, were afraid.  “Judah,” they said, “Antiochus 
has so many soldiers. His soldiers carry such big weapons and he uses huge elephants to �ght his battles! How can we Jews, who don’t have 
weapons, �ght against him?” Judah said, “If we think very hard and plan very carefully, we will be able to defeat him.” It took a long time, but 
at last the Maccabees chased Antiochus and his men out of Israel.

As soon as Antiochus and his soldiers were gone, the Jewish people ran to Jerusalem to clean their Temple. What a mess! The beautiful 
menorah was gone, and the �oor was covered with trash, broken furniture, and pieces from the shattered jars of oil. The Maccabees built a 
new menorah. At �rst they worried that they would not be able to light their new menorah, but they searched and searched, until at last 
they found one tiny jar of oil – enough to light the menorah for just one evening. The Maccabees knew that it would be at least eight days 
before they could get more oil, but they lit the menorah anyway. To their surprise, this little jar of oil burned for eight days. The Jewish 
people could not believe their good fortune. First, their small army had chased away Antiochus’ large army, and now the tiny jar of oil had 
lasted for eight whole days! 

Hanukkah Story for Kids 5 and Under



The story of Hanukkah happened a long, long time ago in the land of Israel. At that time, the Holy Temple in Jerusalem was the most special 
place for the Jewish people.

The Temple contained many beautiful objects, including a tall, golden menorah. Unlike menorahs of today, this one had seven (rather than 
nine) branches and was lit not by candles or light bulbs, but by oil. Every evening, oil would be poured into the cups that sat on top of the 
menorah. The Temple would glow with shimmering light

At the time of the Hanukkah story, a cruel king named Antiochus ruled over the land of Israel. “I don’t like the Jewish people,” declared Antio-
chus. “They are so di�erent from me. I don’t celebrate Shabbat or read from the Torah, so why should they?” Antiochus ordered the Jewish 
people to stop being Jewish and to pray to Greek gods.  “No more going to the Temple, no more celebrating Shabbat, and no more Torah!” 
shouted Antiochus. He sent his guards to ransack the Temple. They brought mud and garbage into the Temple. They broke furniture, tore 
curtains, and smashed the jars of oil that were used to light the menorah.

This made the Jews very angry. One Jew named Judah Maccabee cried out, “We must stop Antiochus! We must think of ways to make him leave 
the land of Israel.” At �rst, Judah’s followers, called the Maccabees, were afraid. “Judah,” they said, “Antiochus has so many soldiers and they carry 
such big weapons. He even uses elephants to �ght his battles. How can we Jews, who don’t have weapons, �ght against him?” Judah replied, “If 
we think very hard and plan very carefully, we will be able to defeat him.”  It took a long time, but at last the Maccabees chased Antiochus and 
his men out of Israel.

As soon as Antiochus and his soldiers were gone, the Jewish people hurried to Jerusalem to clean their Temple. What a mess! The beautiful 
menorah was gone, and the �oor was covered with trash, broken furniture, and jagged pieces from the shattered jars of oil. The Maccabees 
built a new menorah. At �rst they worried that they would not be able to light their new menorah, but they searched and searched, until at last 
they found one tiny jar of oil -- enough to light the menorah for just one evening. The Maccabees knew that it would be at least eight days until 
they could prepare more oil, but they lit the menorah anyway. To their surprise, this little jar of oil burned for eight days. The Jewish people 
could not believe their good fortune. First, their small army had chased away Antiochus’ large army, and now the tiny jar of oil had lasted for 
eight whole days!

The Jewish people prayed and thanked God for these miracles. Every year during Hanukkah, Jews light menorahs for eight days to remember 
the miracles that happened long ago.

Hanukkah Story for Kids 6 and Up



How to Play Dreidel















MENORAHSAURUS
Upcycle an old dinosaur toy or grab 
a figurine from the dollar store to 
make this unique gift for the aspir-
ing paleontologist in your house. 
With a little paint, some time with a 
power drill, and a few birthday 
candle holders, you’re good to go. 
We know a LOT of grownups who 
would like this for their home too. 
And if you're not ready to make 
your own, you can get a 
ready-made T-Rex menorah from 
ModernTribe.

MINT TIN MENORAH
If you’re traveling for the holidays 
you may not have room to pack a 
traditional menorah. This activity, 
also from Bible Belt Balabusta, 
features a fun how-to for building a 
mini-menorah that fits right into a 
coat pocket. This kind of craft is very 
appealing to older kids and provides 
a travel-sized conversation piece for 
kids to chat about Hanukkah and 
introduce the holiday to friends 
from other backgrounds.

CLOTHESPIN MENORAH�
If you’re handy with a sewing machine, 
consider this fun clothespin menorah 
with felt flames from Scrumdilly-do. 
Each night children can top one of the 
clothespins with a felt flame. If you’re 
short on time and can’t sew the felt 
flame covers, stickers or construction 
paper flames with tape will work just 
as well.

Make Your Own Menorah Ideas for Kids



SEWING SPOOL 
MENORAH

If your kids like to paint, this is an 
activity for you. You can grab 
spools from your local craft store, 
or, if you sew at home, you can 
reuse and recycle what you’ve got 
on hand.

TEA LIGHT TOT 
MENORAH
Toddlers can drop a tealight into 
one of the jars to “light” their own 
candles during Hanukkah.

GLOWSTICK MENORAH

Glowsticks are plentiful at most dollar 
stores. This activity requires basically 
no crafting skills and will be a hit with 
older kids as well. We still don't know 
why they love glowsticks so much.

Make Your Own Menorah Ideas for Kids



Supplies

Air-dry clay (available at art-supply 
stores)
Small bowl of water
9 craft sticks (one for each night of 
Hanukkah, plus the shammash)

Directions

Cover your work surface with a plastic tablecloth.
Shape the clay however you like. Use water to smooth out cracks and help bind pieces of clay 
together.
Use a craft stick to create holes for the “candles.”
Put the shammash on a slightly higher piece of the menorah.
Paint the craft sticks to look like colorful candles with yellow flames at the top.
When your menorah has dried, you can paint it, too.
Add another “candle” to your menorah on each night of the holiday. Don’t forget the shammash! 
Happy Hanukkah!

How to Make a Clay Craft-Stick Menorah



pjlibrary.org/hanukkah
Hanukkah Finger Puppets idea c/o Jennifer Stempel @thecubanreuben



More Fun Recipes for Hanukkah



Family Friendly Music  for Hanukkah








