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Six million
remembered
at moving
Yom
HaShoah
ceremony
Pinchas Gutter
told his inspiring
story of surviving
the Holocaust
as a child,
while Julien Klener
warned of the
“ill wind” of
anti-Semitism
sweeping across
Europe 70 years later
at Ottawa’s
Yom HaShoah
commemoration.
Monique Elliot reports.

inside:
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(From left) Holocaust survivors Elly Bollegraaf, Gustav Hecht, Judith Kune, Vera Gara, Eva Gelbman and Vera Kovesi gather
beside the Art Glass Memorial Light during the Yom HaShoah ceremony, April 15, after lighting candles in memory of the six million Jews
murdered in the Holocaust.

‘I

f you didn’t have anyone to hold
onto, you were lost,” keynote
speaker Pinchas Gutter told the
hushed audience of more than
450 gathered at the Soloway Jewish
Community Centre, April 15, for Ottawa’s
Yom HaShoah ceremony.
A child survivor of the Holocaust,
Gutter was born in Lodz, Poland, and was
just seven years old when the Second
World War broke out.
“I was very happy,” he said of his
pre-war childhood memories, adding that

Bulletin to launch series
on Jewish education > p. 3

the trauma of the Holocaust affected
children very differently than adults.
“We had no [previous] emotional
baggage,” he said, adding that, instead,
many children who survived the
Holocaust were emotionally stunted and
had to deal with the horrors in their own
way in their own time.
Gutter’s well-established Chasidic
family, known for its winery, ﬂed to what
they thought would be safety in the
Warsaw Ghetto after Gutter’s father was
severely beaten by Nazis and left for dead

Yom HaShoah program
for high school students > p. 5

in his wine cellar. It was due to the
kindness of the winery’s caretaker – who
carried Gutter’s father home on his back
– that he survived the beating.
“My eyes were cameras,” documenting
everything, he said as he described scenes
of life and death while living in the Warsaw
Ghetto before going into hiding with his
family. They were later discovered and
deported to the Majdanek death camp.
Gutter was the only member of his
immediate family to survive. Both his
See Yom HaShoah on page 2

Jason Moscovitz on differences
between Israel and Canada > p. 7
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Yom HaShoah: European Jews again face grim situation
Continued from page 1

parents and his twin sister, Sabina, were
murdered the day they arrived at
Majdanek.
Gutter recounted how he relied on his
resourcefulness and the kindness of
others to survive. He developed a close
friendship with a boy named Jacob, and
the two relied on each other in the camp.
Gutter and Jacob eventually lost
contact, and he assumed Jacob was
murdered like so many others. But,
ending his talk with what he described as
a moment of hope and optimism, he told
the seemingly miraculous story of ﬁnding
Jacob again, 53 years after the end of the
war. Many in the audience gasped and
applauded when they heard of the
reunion.
The Yom HaShoah event’s other main
speaker was Julien Klener, president of
the Consistoire Central Israèlite de
Belgique – the Belgian Jewish
community’s umbrella organization.
Klener spoke about the grim situation
for European Jewry today as it witnesses
resurging anti-Semitism manifested in
such recent events as the co-ordinated
attacks on France’s satirical publication
Charlie Hebdo and the Hyper Cacher
kosher supermarket near Paris, the
shooting that left four people dead at the
Jewish Museum of Belgium in Brussels,
and the murder of a Jewish volunteer
guard at a synagogue in Copenhagen.
Klener, who said his view of events is
inﬂuenced by the fact that he was also a
hidden child during the Holocaust,
bemoaned the lack of safety when
expressing one’s faith, and especially the
impact it can have on children.
“What kind of a life is this?” Klener
asked when Jewish children hide their
faith in public and must attend Jewish
schools surrounded by guards and barbed
wire for their own safety.
“The story of European Jewry is one of
prosperity and achievement, of despair
and humiliation, with our deaths scattered all over the continent,” he said.
“Europe is – was – a killing ﬁeld for Jews,”
he added.
“Auschwitz never again is no certainty,”
he said. “There is a very ill wind blowing
across Europe.”
The Yom HaShoah commemoration
was sponsored by the Jewish Federation of
Ottawa with the support of the Azrieli
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(From left) Event chair Jennifer Kardash, speaker Julien Klener, Jewish Federation of Ottawa President and CEO Andrea Freedman,
speaker Pinchas Gutter, Azrieli Foundation CEO Naomi Azrieli and Israeli Ambassador Rafael Barak share a moment following the Yom HaShoah
commemoration, April 15 at the Soloway JCC.

Foundation, a philanthropic organization
that funds a variety of Holocaust education and remembrance programs. Naomi
Azrieli, CEO of the Azrieli Foundation,
acted as MC for the event.
“In 70 years – three-and-a-half generations – in that time I think it is the hope
and dream of all decent human beings that
the word ‘anti-Semitism’ would not be so
well known. And, yet, it still is, Azrieli said.
“After 70 years, we are witnessing a rise in
anti-Semitism around the world.”
Azrieli also noted that Yom HaShoah,
this year, fell on the 70th anniversary of
the liberation of the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in northern Germany
by Allied troops.
A focal point of the ceremony was the
lighting of six memorial candles – each
representing one million Jews murdered
in the Holocaust. The candles were lit by
survivors Elly Bollegraaf, Vera Kovesi,
Judith Kune, Vera Gara, Eva Gelbman, and
Gustav Hecht.
Others speaking at the Yom HaShoah
commemoration included event chair
Jennifer Kardash, who welcomed attendees, and Israeli Ambassador Rafael
Barak, who said the world’s Jewish
communities have been strengthened by
the actions of Holocaust survivors who
“enrich their societies with wisdom and
their passion for education and
remembrance.”
The Yom HaShoah Prayer was read by
Judy Young, a child survivor of the
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Holocaust born in Budapest, while “The
Acceptance,” a pledge from subsequent
generations to continue honouring the
memories of those who were lost and to
continue teaching the lessons learned
from survivors, was read by Noa Kardash,
a Grade 12 student at the Ottawa Jewish
Community School who participated in
the March of the Living last year.
A video produced by 2014 March of the
Living participants was shown.
The program also included the reading
of just a few of the names of European

Jews whose lives were lost during the
Holocaust, and the March on of the
Colours by members of the Ottawa Post of
the Jewish War Veterans of Canada, who
were joined by three Ottawans who had
served as lone soldiers in the Israel
Defense Forces. The singing of “O Canada”
and “Hatikvah” was led by Floralove Katz.
At the conclusion of the program,
keynote speaker Gutter, who serves as the
volunteer cantor of his synagogue in
Toronto, sang a moving rendition of “Kel
Maleh Rachamim” and recited “Kaddish.”

PHOTO: HOWARD SANDLER

2014 March of the Living participant Noa Kardash reads “The Acceptance,”
acknowledging the duty of subsequent generations to keep to honour the memories
of those lost in the Holocaust and continue teaching the lessons of the Shoah, as child
Holocaust survivor Judy Young looks on.
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Ron Prehogan heads task force on
Jewish high school education in Ottawa
In the wake of the decision by the Ottawa
Jewish Community School Board of Directors
to phase out its high school division, the Jewish
Federation of Ottawa has formed a task force
to examine models for sustainable Jewish
high school education in the city. Louise
Rachlis reports.

F

or personal as well as community
reasons, Ron Prehogan jumped at
the chance to chair the Jewish
Federation of Ottawa’s task force
on Jewish high school education.
The task force will determine if a
sustainable model for a full-time Jewish
high school can be achieved in Ottawa.
“Like many people, I was horriﬁed to
learn about the school situation,”
Prehogan told the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.
“I offered to help in any way I could.”
Both his children, now in their 30s, are
graduates of Hillel Academy.
“It was a tremendous school and
our kids beneﬁtted greatly from their
experience. My wife Avalee used to
teach at Hillel Academy many years ago,”
he said.
Prehogan’s two grandchildren, ages
three and one, live in Ottawa, and the
older one attends the Ganon Preschool at
the Soloway Jewish Community Centre.
“I look forward to their Jewish future
in our community,” he said.
“From a community point of view, the
future of our community rests on having
a vibrant Jewish high school. I remember
well when the high school was ﬁrst
approved back in the ‘90s. It was so
important then, and it is not less important now,” Prehogan added.
Bram Bregman, the Federation
vice-president of Community Building is
stafﬁng the task force. A graduate of
Yitzhak Rabin High School, Bregman
worked with Jewish high school students
for 10 years as Ottawa’s executive director
of NCSY.
“I know the importance of Jewish
identity building in the teenage years,”
Bregman said. “We, as a community,
must ﬁnd long-term solutions to provide
quality Jewish educational experiences to
ensure our vibrant future.”
The task force, Bregman noted, “is
made up of a group of past and future
parents, community leaders, philanthropists, a current Grade 12 student, and
an Ottawa Jewish Community School
(OJCS) board rep. Our primary goal is to
ﬁnd a Jewish high school model that
meets the needs of Jewish families in

Ottawa, which is ﬁnancially sustainable
and attractive to students. We will also be
concurrently looking at how to
strengthen informal Jewish education
offerings in Ottawa.”
Joining Prehogan and Bregman on the
task force are Brian Aarenau, Orly Aaron,
Barbara Crook, Jonathan Freedman,
Jared Greenberg, Noa Kardash, Michael
Polowin and Lewis Retik.
In a Community Announcement,
Federation President and CEO Andrea
Freedman said the task force was
launched following the decision by the
OJCS Board of Directors to phase out
the school’s high school division. OJCS
was created in 2009 as a result of the
amalgamation of the elementary level
Hillel Academy and Yitzhak Rabin High
School.

“If a model can’t be developed, then
the task force will determine how
existing Ottawa Jewish organizations
can gain the additional resources necessary to strengthen educational opportunities for Jewish high school students,”
Freedman said in the announcement.
“Prehogan, a past chair of the
Federation and an accomplished,
well-respected and senior community
leader, is fully committed and optimistic
a sustainable model can be found,” she
added.
“It was a wake-up call for community
members when the announcement was
made to close the high school. It is now
our responsibility to try and ﬁnd a
model that will attract enough students
to make it work,” said Prehogan.
The task force, which will hold
consultations, will develop a plan for
the assessment of the current state of
Jewish education for Jewish high school
students. They will do this by assessing
trends, program options, best practices
and delivery methods from Jewish
communities across North America.
Other goals include analyzing recommendations on a revitalized Jewish high
school; assessing action plans to overcome the barriers for those wanting a
full-time Jewish high school education in
Ottawa; engaging the community to
determine what type of education

“From a community point of view, the future
of our community rests on having a vibrant
Jewish high school,” says Ron Prehogan,
chair of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa’s
task force on Jewish high school education
in Ottawa.

current and potential future students
desire; and determining how existing
programs can provide additional Jewish
educational opportunities to ﬁll the
void if there is no full-time Jewish high
school.
The ﬁrst task force meeting was held
March 30, and the task force aims to
report on its ﬁndings this fall.
Bregman said the community will be
kept updated as appropriate to the
process, which will be highly consultative
with key stakeholders whose input is
welcome.

Bulletin series to examine the state
of Jewish education in Ottawa
BY MICHAEL REGENSTREIF
EDITOR

O

ver the next months, a series
of reports in the Ottawa Jewish
Bulletin will examine Jewish
education in Ottawa at all
levels – from preschool to adult education. It will be an honest examination
that discusses the options available here
– and the major problems our schools
are facing.
We are launching the series at a crucial
time for Jewish education in this city. As
noted in the article above on this page,
the Jewish Federation of Ottawa has
launched a task force on the future of
Jewish high school education in the city.
The need for such a task force became
obvious two months ago when the
Ottawa Jewish Community School
(OJCS) Board of Directors reluctantly
made the decision to phase out its high
school division after ﬁve years of failing
to achieve enrolment levels that would
make the high school grades sustainable.
It was hoped that the amalgamation of

Hillel Academy and Yitzhak Rabin High
School to form OJCS in 2009 would result
in more students staying in Jewish day
school through their high school years.
But that has not been the case.
Although the OJCS maintained high
academic standards, most Grade 8
students graduating from the elementary
level did not continue at the high school
level. There were just 24 students
enrolled in in Grades 9 to 12 this school
year, with only 20 expected for the school
year set to begin next September. The
high school division was expected to run
an additional deﬁcit of $250,000 per year
– a situation that could no longer be
maintained.
In fact, enrolment levels at day schools
and supplementary schools in Ottawa
have been declining at all levels for a
decade or more. And the situation here is
not unique. With some rare exceptions,
such as a thriving Jewish community day
high school in Vancouver, enrolment
levels have been declining over that
period in most North American Jewish

communities for a variety of reasons.
Jewish day schools in Ontario, though,
have been particularly hard hit because it
is the only jurisdiction in North America
that funds the schools of one faith group
to the exclusion of all others, a situation
the United Nations Human Rights
Commission has twice ruled is discriminatory and a violation of Canada’s
obligations under the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
The series will focus on Jewish preschools and early childhood education
(May 11), day schools (May 26), supplementary schools (June 22), informal
educational opportunities (July 27),
university Jewish studies and adult
education (August 17) and a look to the
future (September 7).
Despite problems, Ottawa is a city with
a wide range of opportunities for Jewish
education at all levels. We hope our series
will help families – indeed, people of all
ages – understand all of the options they
have to experience and enjoy Jewish
education in our community.
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Hillel Academy and Yitzhak Rabin High School graduates
to hold alumni schmooze
BY ELLEN O’CONNOR
OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL

A

lumni of Hillel Academy and
Yitzhak Rabin High School
will return to the Ottawa
Jewish Community School
(OJCS) on Sunday, May 31 to catch up
over coffee and tea as well as share their
knowledge and professional experience
with the greater Ottawa community at
the “Hillel/Rabin Alumni Schmooze.”
The event is both a reunion for past
graduates of the schools and a social
opportunity for students, young professionals, or anyone looking to kick start
or change their career to network with
their peers and interact with professional
mentors, trendsetters and industry
leaders.
“We have wanted to plan an alumni
event for a long time, which would
include not only alumni, but also the
greater community,” said event chair
Leila Ages of the OJCS Alumni
Committee, which began planning the
event in October. “Our goal is to showcase our accomplished alumni speakers
while offering networking and professional growth opportunities to our
guests.”
Guests will have the chance to mingle

and meet with 14 alumni speakers
representing various industries and
backgrounds. Among the alumni
speakers will be Stephanie Levitz,
national affairs reporter for Canadian
Press; Irv Hoffman, partner with Cohen
and Lord Insurance Brokers Ltd.; and
Roger Greenberg, executive chairman of
the Minto Group.
“I owe who I am and what I have
become to my years at Hillel Academy,
which is why I am truly honoured to
have been asked to participate in the
upcoming alumni event,” said event MC
Cindy Presser Benedek, the assistant
director of Camp B’nai Brith. “I am
looking forward to reﬂecting and sharing
my experiences, and my hope is to
inspire the community to give the gift of
a Jewish education to the next
generation.”
For the afternoon, the OJCS gym will
be transformed into classy yet casual
lounge areas arranged throughout the
room by the industries represented by
the alumni speakers. Participants can
grab a seat on cushioned couches and
armchairs to chat or enjoy a coffee or tea
at a high top table while snacking on an
assortment of hors d’oeuvres and
desserts.

Children
Healthcare
Women
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With your help,
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO
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children, women and families
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domestic violence.
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Grade 6 class at Hillel Academy, 1964.

A highlight of the afternoon will be
the participation of alumnus David
Segal, co-founder of David’s Tea. The
tea-loving entrepreneur will provide
some of his more than 90 kosher tea
varieties for the event.
“We are extremely thankful to the 14
alumni speakers spanning the generations of graduates over the school’s
history who will be sharing both their

professional and personal growth stories
on May 31,” said Ages.
The Hillel/Rabin Alumni Schmooze
on Sunday, May 31, 1 to 4 pm, will be held
at the Ottawa Jewish Community School,
31 Nadolny Sachs Private.
Tickets are $18 and are available online
at http://tinyurl.com/alumni-schmooze.
For more information contact Leila
Ages at leiages@rogers.com.
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Hundreds of high school students hear Holocaust
survivors tell their stories
BY MONIQUE ELLIOT

M

ore than 1,400 Ottawa-area
public high school students
and teachers ﬁlled the
Commons Theatre at
Algonquin College and were visibly moved
hearing three Holocaust survivors tell
their stories.
About 700 students and teachers attended each of two Yom HaShoah assemblies on the mornings of April 15 and 16.
The Toronto-based survivors, Rachel
Shtibel, her husband Adam Shtibel, and
John Freund, shared their stories and
participated in question-and-answer
panels.
“The response was incredible. We had
to book a second day,” said Jody Spiegel,
director of the Holocaust Survivor
Memoirs Program of the Azrieli
Foundation, which sponsored the Yom
HaShoah programs with the Jewish
Federation of Ottawa.
Nepean High School students
Alexandra Tucci and Solomia Granger,
both 17, said hearing the stories was
“emotional” and added depth to their
understanding of the Holocaust. Granger
said she could feel a strong connection
to the survivors’ stories as her Ukrainian
grandparents also had to ﬂee during
the war.

“My parents never talked about the
war. They wanted me to forget,” said
Rachel Shtibel, as she told her story of
survival. She was just four years old when
the Holocaust began, but said she remembered so much more than she let on.
After years of keeping quiet, Rachel was
encouraged to share her story by a
producer who interviewed her in 1997 for
the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History
Foundation, established by American
ﬁlmmaker Steven Spielberg.
“I couldn’t stop crying and I couldn’t
stop writing. I couldn’t stop until I told
everything I remembered,” she said.
Shtibel attempted to get her memoir,
The Violin, published. “Since I wrote the
book, I became free.”
But she was disheartened and thought
there was no outlet for her manuscript
when publishers in Canada and the United
States respectfully declined to publish it.
That changed, though, when she saw a
newspaper ad in 2005 saying the Azrieli
Foundation was looking for Holocaust
survivors’ memoirs to publish. Her
memoir was immediately accepted and
was published in 2007 as a book in
tandem with her husband’s memoir, A
Child’s Testimony. The Foundation
publishes a new series of survivors’
memoirs each year.

PHOTO: MONIQUE ELLIOT

Rachel and Adam Shtibel sign copies of their Holocaust memoirs for high school
students and teachers attending their Yom HaShoah presentation, held April 15-16
at Algonquin College. John Freund can be seen at the next table signing copies of his Holocaust
memoir. The books were given to the students and teachers free of charge by the Holocaust
Survivor Memoirs Program of the Azrieli Foundation.

“The memoirs are free to all schools, all
libraries, and all teachers,” Spiegel said.
The Foundation is a philanthropic
organization that promotes, among other
initiatives, Holocaust education and
awareness.
“I just wish and want for people to live

in harmony and peace,” Rachel said of her
message to the students.
Following each morning’s assembly, the
Shtibels signed copies of their book, and
Freund signed copies of his Holocaust
memoir, Spring’s End, for students and
teachers eager to learn more.

Distinctive Hardwood Flooring
introduces the world’s first smart
hardwood floor. PURE GENIUS, Lauzon’s latest
exclusive innovation, improves indoor air
quality of your home without
compromising the quality and
appearance of your hardwood flooring.

Lauzon Flooring Available At

PURE GENIUS is a light-activated, airpurifying agent integrated into Lauzon’s
TITANIUM floor finish. Activated by natural
and artificial light, it breaks down toxic
contaminants on contact and transforms
them into harmless
molecules. Its constant and consistent action
is so effective over time, it makes indoor air
up to 85% cleaner.

PHOTO: MONIQUE ELLIOT
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MITCH MILLER
SOLOWAY JCC
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FROM THE
PULPIT

elieve it or not, I have been
asked how Jewish our Soloway
Jewish Community Centre
(SJCC) is. Are we really fulﬁlling
our mandate to be a centre for the
Jewish community of Ottawa?
Normally, I would respond defensively
and quote the stats. We have more Jewish
members than non-Jewish members.
We are the only Jewish community
centre in Canada, and one of the few in
North America, that is still closed on
Shabbat.
We offer Jewish learning to people of
all ages. Pirkei Avot is taught in our
Ganon Preschool. Jewish learning is
available for adults on a variety of topics.

RABBI MENACHEM BLUM
OTC CHABAD

O

ne of the best known traditions of Pesach takes place
towards the end of the seder
when we search for the missing aﬁkoman.
The aﬁkoman is the larger piece of the
middle matzo that was broken early on
at the start of the seder. The smaller
piece, the “poor bread,” stayed on the
table during the seder while the larger
piece was missing-in-action. Our seder is
not complete and we don’t leave the
table until the aﬁkoman is found. This
time is always one of the children’s
favourites because of the gifts that are
associated with it. It is only when the
aﬁkoman makes its way back to the table
that we can complete the seder and

The Soloway Jewish
Community Centre – the
centre of our community
We have programs for Jewish youth. We
plan Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebrations and
the Israeli Film Festival. We are one of the
only places in Ottawa where a Jewish
person can enjoy a male- or female-only
swim. The list goes on.
I suppose I should ask some questions
of those people questioning the
Jewishness of the SJCC. How many of the
SJCC’s diverse programs do they attend?
Are they, themselves, members of the
SJCC? Maybe I should simply ask them
what, in their opinion, would make the
SJCC more Jewish? Who is a Jew? Who
are they comparing us to on the “Jewish”
scale?
I don’t believe we have to compare our
SJCC to any other institution. We only
need to compare ourselves to how we did
yesterday – and work to make tomorrow
better.
At the time of writing this article,
Passover has passed and we are looking
forward to celebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut.
We recall the story of leaving Egypt, but
we neglect to remember the early

accounts of the Land of Israel. The 12
spies who returned from Canaan gave
Moses and the people of Israel conﬂicting reports about the Promised Land –
how the information was shared did not
promote the Land of Israel as the future
home of the Jewish people.
It was decades later that Joshua sent
different community members to gather
information about the Promised Land.
Although the land wasn’t perfect, and it
would need some work, the same hills,
desert, valleys, trees, etc. that were seen
by the earlier community members
would now be promoted as the future for
our people.
Today, our Soloway Jewish
Community Centre is not perfect. But, to
accomplish great things, we must not
only dream, but also act. We must not
only plan, but we must also believe that
our SJCC is the centre of our Jewish
community.
We must be more like Joshua than the
spies when we talk about our SJCC. We
are not perfect, but, if you only have time

Bringing back the aﬁkoman
– a message for today
conclude with “Next year in Jerusalem.”
There are many important lessons and
great symbolism in this tradition. I share
with you an aﬁkoman insight that I
believe has great relevance for our Jewish
community today.
The aﬁkoman – the broken piece of
the middle matzo – represents the
Jewish people. Often, throughout
history, the Jewish people have been
broken. We are a fragmented people,
divided into two groups, the unengaged
Jew and the committed Jew. The larger
part of this matzo is not at the seder
table, the larger part of this matzo has
gone elsewhere. The majority of our
people “have left the seder table.” They
are not engaged Jewishly. Synagogue
membership is down, assimilation is on
the rise and Jewish schools are struggling
to stay open because of low enrolment.
How many Jews today are entrenched
in Jewish learning and celebration of
Jewish life observance? How many are
committed to giving their children a
Jewish education?
Most Jews today are choosing to search
elsewhere. Only a small part of that
matzo is left at the seder table. Only a
small minority of our people are com-

mitted to the celebration of Judaism and
to sharing with their children the story of
our people.
The Haggadah teaches us that we can’t
ﬁnish our seder with only the little piece
of matzo on our table. But rather we
have to search for the aﬁkoman, the
larger part that is missing and bring it
back to the table. Only then is our seder
complete. The Haggadah reminds us that
we can’t feel satisﬁed with our own
involvement in Jewish life and with the
fact that we have taken care of our own
families and children. We are not capable
to declare “Next year in Jerusalem” if the
matzo is fragmented, if we are missing
some Jews at the table.
Yes, we are fragmented, but we are one
matzo, we are one people. We need to
search, to reach out and ﬁgure out a way
to engage every single Jew in Jewish life
and education. Only then, when we are
all reunited at the seder table, when our
matzo is all together, can we say that we
have ﬁnished our task.
The Haggadah enjoins us as a community to join forces and strategies as to
how we are going to ﬁnd our Ottawa
aﬁkoman and create an engaged Jewish
community for tomorrow.

to say three things, choose to say three
positive things.
We should be proud that our SJCC is
open to the greater community of
Ottawa. We should be proud that our
SJCC’s Ganon Preschool – which teaches
Pirkei Avot, Jewish holidays and Hebrew
along with French and English – is so
amazing that many non-Jews want their
child’s education to start here. We should
be proud that, within our walls, Jews
from different streams of Judaism can
meet and discuss religion, politics and
sports with each other – and with
non-Jews. We should be proud that our
ﬁtness facility and pool are so welcoming
that people become members knowing
our SJCC is closed on Saturdays to
celebrate Shabbat. We should be proud
of our SJCC for so many reasons.
There are still people in our community who recall a time when Jews were not
allowed to join certain clubs in Ottawa.
Jewish children were called names when
playing sports with non-Jewish friends.
We should be proud that we are open to
everyone who shares our Jewish community feeling – just as Avraham’s tent
was an open and welcoming place to all.
Be proud of our SJCC. Become a
member and support Jewish community
activities that take place here. And tell
everyone you meet about all of the
amazing things happening at the centre
of our community.
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IDEAS AND
IMPRESSIONS

ulien Klener, a child survivor of the
Holocaust who is now president of
Belgium’s Jewish community, spoke
at the Yom HaShoah commemoration, April 15, at the Soloway Jewish
Community Centre. His talk was titled,
“70 Years after the Shoah: Is Europe Safe
for Jews?” and it was a sad and frightening picture he painted.
Calling attention to recent events in
France, Belgium and Denmark, events
in which Jews were murdered for no
other reason than that they were Jewish,
he said, “Europe is – was – a killing ﬁeld
for Jews.”
Yes, 70 years after the Holocaust,
anti-Semitism remains a scourge that
will not go away. And, whether it is
manifested in horriﬁc terrorist incidents
such as the attacks on the Hyper Cacher
kosher supermarket near Paris in
January or the Jewish Museum of
Belgium in Brussels last year or in

JASON MOSCOVITZ

I

am lucky enough to have visited
Israel enough times that I am able,
in good fun, to tell you about the
things that irk me when I’m there.
Call them cultural differences, or you
can say I am getting old and cranky, but
polite, sedate, safety and health conscious Canada it is not.
The beautiful boulevards of Tel Aviv
are ﬁlled with cars. But does that mean
cyclists have to use the sidewalks?
Walking on the sidewalk, you take your
life in your hands as the bikes whiz in
and out. Their drivers ring their bells
sometimes angrily from behind. It

Is there a future
for European Jewry?
smaller incidents like nasty grafﬁti
painted on a synagogue, it is always
disturbing.
Three years ago, on a visit to Italy, I
was taken aback to see soldiers – not
security guards, not police, but soldiers
– standing guard in front of the Jewish
nursing home and a nearby Jewish
school in Milan. This was just a few
months after four people – a rabbi and
three children – were murdered at a
Jewish day school in Toulouse, France.
That attack, the killer said, was an act of
revenge. “The Jews kill our brothers and
sisters in Palestine,” he said.
In the face of this surging anti-Semitism, the question is asked – as seen in
Klener’s topic – whether Europe is a safe
home for Jews.
The manifestation of violent
anti-Semitism plaguing Europe today is
very different from the situation faced by
European Jews in the years leading to the
Holocaust, when centuries of classical
anti-Judaism marked by pogroms,
ghettoization, denial of citizenship, or
expulsion rooted in church doctrine and
government policy led to the rise of the
Nazi government in Germany and,
ultimately, to the Holocaust.
In today’s Europe, governments
stand ﬁrmly and unequivocally against
anti-Semitism.

In February, French President François
Hollande told the Jewish community,
“Jews are at home in France; it’s the
anti-Semites who have no place in the
republic. In protecting its Jews, the
republic is protecting itself.”
And, just today – I write on April 17 –
there was a news report published on our
website – www.ottawajewishbulletin.com
– that the French government had just
allocated an additional $107 million to
ﬁght anti-Semitism and other forms of
racism.
And there have been other stories of
national leaders standing ﬁrm against
anti-Semitism in other European
countries where these incidents have
occurred.
Few, if any, of the recent violent
manifestations of anti-Semitism in
Europe have been perpetrated by classic
European anti-Semites. Sadly, as seen in
the Toulouse school shootings, in the
Hyper Cacher attack, in the Brussels
museum attack, in the Copenhagen
synagogue attack, etc., they are being
committed by a small number of
individuals and cells with similar
ideologies to the ISIS terrorists looking
to establish a new caliphate in the
Middle East, or the Hamas terrorists
who have indiscriminately aimed
rockets at communities like Sderot from

Israel is not ‘polite, sedate, safety
and health conscious Canada’
startles you and you have to wonder if
they think they have the right of way.
I promise I am not exaggerating, but
many of these are motorized bikes,
which are heavier and go faster. I can’t
imagine what would happen if you got
hit by one.
Most of the cyclists riding on the
sidewalk don’t wear helmets but, then
again, they are not the ones who need
them most. It’s the pedestrians who do.
On a beautiful night with a warm
breeze after an unusually hot March day
in Kfar Saba, we went to a restaurant in
the market for supper. We opted to sit on
the terrace. Before the food arrived, my
nostrils ﬁlled with that ugly smell I
hadn’t encountered in a long time. At the
next table there were six people, three of
them smoking. I insisted we go inside.
I was told it was a great achievement
in Israel to get smokers out of the
restaurants, so big an achievement, that
restricting smoking to terraces was
actually considered a victory – to which I
say, some victory.
One day I was on a city bus in

Jerusalem with my daughter, my grandson and a stroller. I was holding on to the
stroller as the bus took off, and I mean
took off. Talk about drivers with lead
feet. As we turned a corner, I lost control
of the stroller as it careened away from
me. Thank goodness the baby was in the
arms of his mother at that moment.
It has been a long time since bus
drivers here in Ottawa gave change, but
they do in Israel. The scary thing is that
they do it as they drive, driving too fast
for my liking. I must say, no one other
than me seemed concerned, so maybe
Israelis are just used to it, or maybe they
are all in a hurry.
Speaking of buses, there is the steady
stream of buses that go to cities and
towns across Israel. They, too, go fast, but
I want to mention something that
happens when they’re actually stopped.
There is often just no orderly, polite way
to get on these buses as people storm the
doors when they open. The prize is a seat
on the bus, not standing room, or a seat
on the next one.
The beautiful light rail train in
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behind schools in Gaza, or the Iranian
leaders who call for the destruction of
Israel while denying or mocking the
Holocaust.
Klener did not have an answer as to
whether Jews have a future in Europe.
And, while there have been reports of
increased European aliyah to Israel in
the past year – indeed, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
encouraged aliyah in response to
European anti-Semitism – many
European Jewish leaders are encouraging Jewish communities to stay and
ensure their futures.
Clearly, though, this is a time of great
concern for European Jewry, and it
remains to be seen what will happen in
the coming months and years.

YOM HA’ATZMAUT COVERAGE
This month has been a busy time on
the Jewish calendar.
Earlier in April, we celebrated Passover
and observed Yom HaShoah. And in the
week that will pass between the writing
of this column and when this issue of the
Ottawa Jewish Bulletin will arrive in
subscribers’ homes, we will observe Yom
Hazikaron – Israel’s Memorial Day for
fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism
– and we’ll celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut,
Israel’s Independence Day.
We’ll have coverage of the Yom
Hazikaron ceremony and the big Yom
Ha’Atzmaut party at the Soloway Jewish
Community Centre in our May 11 issue.
But you’ll ﬁnd it even sooner online at
www.ottawajewishbulletin.com.

Jerusalem is a jewel. But, like the buses,
something seems to happen when the
doors open. People in Jerusalem can’t
seem to understand that exiting passengers are supposed to leave the train
before the new passengers get on.
And then there are the lineups in
grocery stores. One day only one cashier
station was open, and I had to wait in an
annoyingly slow line. Finally, employees
noticed how long the line was and
opened a second cashier station just
when I was the next in line. Suddenly
three people charged from behind and I
stuck my arms out to stop them. Yes, I
got physical and, yes, I beat them to the
checkout counter.
I was with my daughter and baby
grandson Shalev when she had to change
the address on her identiﬁcation card.
We went to the government ofﬁce,
which, by the way, is not open to the
public every work day and, lo and
behold, there was a lineup just to get a
number before getting in a long line. I
could only think of how Service Canada
and Service Ontario are ﬁrst rate in
comparison.
But all those things matter not in the
grand scheme of things. I will be back to
Israel in six months. I would go tomorrow, if I could.
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VALLEY STREAM $217,900
Gorgeous two bedroom, two full bathroom, open concept
condominium. Upgrades throughout. Flexible possession.
www.1009-80Sandcastle.com
CENTRETOWN $229,000
Immaculate two bedroom condominium with a newly
renovated kitchen. All inclusive condo fee. Immed. possession.
www.2205-530LaurierAve.com
FAIRWINDS $254,000
BeauƟfully maintained two bedroom, 1.5 bathroom freehold
mulƟ level townhome in a child friendly locaƟon.
www.271Aquilo.com
LOWER TOWN $289,900
South facing, updated two bedroom condominium in the
heart of the market. Renovated kitchen, in-suite laundry.
www.505-309Cumberland.com
RIVERVIEW PARK $369,900
All brick bungalow with 3 bedrooms on a 70’ x 111’ lot! Hdwd
floors, heated garage with inside access. Immed. possession
www.1483Caverley.com
PAKENHAM $379,000
Custom built 3+1 bedroom hi-ranch bungalow on a 200’ x 150’
lot! Open concept living with hdwd floors and more!
www.4551KinburnSideRoad.com
HUNT CLUB $433,000
Family approved 3+ 1 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home on a
child friendly street. Hwd floors! 90-120 day poss.
www.57Allanford.com
CENTRETOWN NEW PRICE -$545,000
Upscale open concept 2 bed, 2 full bathroom condominium with over
1,300 sq Ō. Exquisite finishings! Parking & locker included.
www.604-320Mcleod.com

A scene from Yiddish Akademia far Kuntz, Die Folkshpieler’s 2014 production at the SJCC.

SJCC Yiddish theatre troupe marks
13 years with a bar mitzvah celebration
BY SHIRLEY R. STEINBERG
DIE FOLKSHPIELER

D

ie Folkshpieler, the Soloway Jewish
Community Centre (SJCC) Yiddish theatre
troupe, will mark our bar mitzvah year with
the production of S’iz Besser in Yiddish (It’s
Better in Yiddish).
It is the bar mitzvah year of the “Society for the
Promotion of Yiddish” and the director, Anshel
Shtoltzman, has convened the annual meeting of its
members for the celebration of its special anniversary.
You, the audience, will have the rare opportunity, along
with its members, to observe the innovative courses of
the society’s institute to promote Yiddish.

The performance of S’iz Besser in Yiddish takes place
Sunday, May 10, 2 pm, at the SJCC. English translation
will be available. Admission is $10 and includes a dessert
reception. Tickets are now available at the SJCC front
desk.
For more information, contact Roslyn Wollock at
rwollock@jccottawa.com or 613-798-9818, ext. 254.

@ www.11Dalecro .com

Proud to Serve You at City Hall
613-580-2751 • Michael.Qaqish@ottawa.ca

Gorgeous and upgraded 2 bedroom, 2 full bathroom condominium
boasts over 1,600 sq. Ō. with 9’ ceilings! Hardwood floors, granite
countertops, underground parking plus two lockers and much
more! River views! Immed. poss. @ www.1504-3580Rivergate.com
WESTBORO -$619,000
Charming three bedroom semi-bungalow on a 50’x100’ lot features a
renovated kitchen, updated shingles, furnace, windows + + +
A 2 minute walk to the river. www.276Atlan s.com
WESTBORO $699,000
Choice locaƟon! Bright 3 bed semi-detached, steps to the village.
Renovated kitchen, hardwood floors throughout, finished 3rd level.
Backyard oasis! Walk score 91 @ www.405Athlone.com
RIVERGATE NEW PRICE - $727,900
CapƟvaƟng open concept two bedroom condominium with over
1,800 sq. Ō. of luxurious living space! Hwd floors, two parking
spaces! Concierge, 24-7 security, indoor pool, guest suites +
Flexible possession @ www.1102-3580Rivergate.com
GLABAR PARK $799,000
Sun-filled 4+1 bedroom raised bungalow on an impressive
100’ x 150’ lot! Impeccably maintained home with oversized
principal rooms. Featuring a walk out to an expansive paƟo.
Room to grow @ www.948Mooney.com
WESTBORO $899,000
Large custom built 4 bed, 4 bath in a desirable locaƟon. Spacious
principal rooms, finished lower level, oversized 2 car garage. July
possession. A sleeping beauty @ www.560Tweedsmuir.com

JEFF GREENBERG
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
ROYAL LEPAGE TEAM REALTY
(613) 725-1171
www.jeﬀgreenberg.realtor

www.michaelqaqish.com

One Vision, One Goal, One Team.
It Just Makes Sense.
Contact us for professional investment advice.

Blostein-Beumer Investment Group
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 800, Ottawa
www.cibcwg.com/blostein-beumer • 613 783-6883
Alan Blostein
Vice-President, Investment Advisor

Stacey H. Beumer
Portfolio Manager

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC
and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry
Regulatory Organization of Canada. If you are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client,
please contact your Investment Advisor.

LETTERS WELCOME
Letters to the Editor are welcome if they are brief, signed, timely, and of interest to our readership. The Bulletin reserves the right
to refuse, edit or condense letters. The Mailbag column will be published as space permits.
Send your letters to Ottawa Jewish Bulletin, 21 Nadolny Sachs Private, Ottawa, ON K2A 1R9. Or to bulletin@ottawajewishbulletin.com
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
Gov. Mike Huckabee to speak
at JNF Ottawa Negev Dinner
“The people have spoken and it is time for the U.S. government to stand with Israel once again,” said Gov. Mike Huckabee
about Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s election win.
On March 29, the former Arkansas governor, spoke to Face
the Nation host Bob Scheiffer on CBS about running in the U.S.
presidential race. When asked if he could offer a world view,
especially on the Middle East issues, he offered the following
response:
“Well, a lot of people don’t know my first trip to the Middle
East was in 1973, 42 years ago, when I was all of 17. I have been to
the Middle East several dozen times.
“Just got back from Israel last month [February], was there
three times just last year. I have been to virtually every country
that we talk about, whether it’s Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, Kuwait, Turkey,
Pakistan, and India. This is a part of the world with which I am
familiar firsthand.
“And, as a governor, I also met with many world leaders, as
well as CEOs of multinational corporations. And, frankly, most
governors do. I think it’s sometimes perceived that governors
don’t have much of a world view. I would tend to take issue that
that is not always the case.”
On October 15, at the JNF Ottawa Negev Dinner, Mr.
Huckabee will speak about his friendship with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and about U.S. relations with
Israel and the Middle East.

Thinking globally at the Negev Dinner
Every Negev Dinner Honouree is offered several projects to
support. They range from the more traditional JNF land project
to one of JNF’s partnership projects. JNF has developed relationships with numerous universities and medical institutions
to ensure that our Honourees are leaving legacies in Israel in
accordance with their passions and values.
This year, Honourees Barry and Allan Baker have chosen
to support medical research in autism through our partnership
with ALUT, the Israeli Society for Autism. Now a United Nations
advisory NGO, ALUT is helping autistic children and their
families in Israel and globally. It is the Bakers’ heartfelt hope
that findings from this research will help families understand
the long-term impact of medical care on children with autism.
Past Ottawa Negev Dinners have funded therapeutic gardens in
ALUT-sponsored children’s villages in Israel.

JNF Scotch Tasting Event is June 16 –
limited spaces available

PHOTO YOSSI ZELIGER/MARCH OF THE LIVING

Teens participating in the 27th annual March of the Living, April 16.

Thousands march at Auschwitz
to remember the Holocaust
(JTA) – Thousands of young people from at least 45
countries – including 14 from Ottawa – participated in
the March of the Living in Poland at the AuschwitzBirkenau complex of concentration camps.
The 27th International March of the Living took place
April 16 on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance
Day). Each country’s delegation was accompanied by a
survivor to tell his or her personal story.
Yad Vashem chairman Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, the
chief rabbi of Tel Aviv-Yaffo and former Ashkenazi chief
rabbi of Israel, led the two-mile march from the
Auschwitz concentration camp to the Birkenau extermination camp. Rabbi Lau told the participants how he
survived the Holocaust, and he showed a Torah scroll
that had survived and required extensive repair.
Survivor Sigmund Rolat recalled his Polish nanny,
Elka, who remained with him in the Czestochowa ghetto
in order to protect him.
“We stand here in solidarity, mourning and fear,”
Rolat said. “Our unity is rooted not only in our Jewish
peoplehood, which we share with those whom we
remember today. Their Jewishness was not incidental to
their fate; it determined it. But our unity today encompasses all, Jews and non-Jews, who remember, grieve
and mourn – and participate in our solidarity.”
Pope Francis sent a message to the march.
“All the efforts for ﬁghting in favour of life are
praiseworthy and have to be supported without any
kind of discrimination,” he said. “For this reason, I am
very close to these initiatives, that are not only against

Tirtza Natania Ross, by Aunt Naomi Ross.
Aura Sunshine Benedek, by Grandparents Magda and
Peter Benedek.

On a daily basis you can plant
trees for all occasions. An attractive card is sent to the recipient.
To order, call the JNF office
(613.798.2411).

www.JNFOttawa.ca

E-mail: cactustzimmer@gmail.com
Elaine & Frank Goldstein
www.cactustzimmer.com

BS"D

MIDTOWN

Save the date for JNF Ottawa’s first scotch tasting evening.
This event was the vision of two of our Board members, Dan
Mader and David Baker, with Rabbi Idan Scher. Scotch enthusiast Rob Rosenfeld will infuse the evening with his passion for
scotch. Col. Adam Sussman, Israel’s defence attaché to Canada,
will bring greetings from the IDF and the Embassy of Israel.

B’nei Mitzvah Celebrations

death but also against the thousands discriminatory
phobias that enslave and kill.”
The participants spend a week in Poland studying the
Holocaust before travelling to Israel for another week of
study, which includes its national Yom Hazikaron
(Memorial Day) commemoration and Yom Ha’Atzmaut
(Independence Day) celebrations.
(Ottawa students on the March of the Living will
report on their experiences in an upcoming edition of
the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.)

THE ONLY KOSHER HOTEL IN MONTREAL
AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE IN THE HEART
OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Your goals are unique. I can help you reach those goals with
the right financial solutions. With a variety of options, like life
insurance, health insurance and financial planning, I can help you
find the right fit today. Let’s talk about Money for Life TM .

Diane Koven BA(Hons.) CFP® CDFA CHS
613-728-1223 ext 2235
diane.koven@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/diane.koven
1525 Carling Avenue, Suite 600
Ottawa, ON K1Z 8R9
*Mutual funds offered by
Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the
Sun Life Financial group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2014.

Life’s brighter under the sun

LE GRILL MK GLATT KOSHER RESTAURANT
BANQUET HALL FOR 200
SHABBOS KEYS & ELEVATOR
COMPLIMENTARY KOSHER BREAKFAST
NEAR SHULS AND SHOPPING
INDOOR SWIMMING POOL & SAUNAS
FITNESS ROOM, FAMILY SUITES
FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
CONFERENCE ROOM, AND MUCH MORE
6445 Decarie Boul. (Corner Plamondon)
Tel.: 514-739-3800, Fax: 514-739-5616
Toll Free: 1-866-465-3800
www.qualityhotelmidtown.com
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DID YOU KNOW?
In 1983, the Lodge launched Operation Facelift,
a very successful campaign, which raised $700,000.
Its purpose was to significantly revamp both the
Lodge’s furnishings and equipment and, secondly,
to ensure its future. In 1988, the Lodge received
national accreditation, the smallest Home
in the province to be accredited. Nevertheless,
Sylvia Goldblatt, a woman of vision and tenacity, realized there was no future
for the Lodge in the Wurtemberg building and undertook a feasibility study to prove
it. The study determined that future expansion on the tiny Wurtemburg site was,
in fact, not the solution.
Please note a correction to our March 30 Did You Know: the name of Mrs. Herbert
Beiles should have read Mrs. Helen Beiles, President of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Model seder at Westboro Montessori Preschool: Children enjoy the annual model seder
at the Westboro Jewish Montessori Preschool, March 31. Led by Morah Sarah Loewenthal with
assistance from Morah Erin Gailor, Morah Brooke Brown and Morah Ilona Mauskopf, the
students went through the entire seder, which included telling the story of Passover, singing
“Ma Nishtana” and eating the traditional foods.

Bon Appetit
Welcome to Ottawa’s
Newest Kosher Caterer!
For family celebrations,
business presentations
or a Shabbat meal at home,
you will get much more
than flavourful food –
with a Middle Eastern flair.
Choose from a wide variety
of appetizers, main courses
and desserts prepared by
our Cordon Bleu-trained chef.

JOSH & SAM FREEDMAN

Weddings
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Holiday Meals
Corporate Catering
Shiva Meals
Bris and Baby Naming
Party and Event Catering
Catering for Synagogues
Personal Home Catering
Kiddishes
PHOTO: IRV OSTERER

Sam 613.697.2707

under supervision

btavoncatering@gmail.com

Merivale chocolate seder: NCSY Executive Director Gaby Scarowsky with members
of the Merivale High School Jewish Culture Club at their annual chocolate seder, April 2.

Breaking news updated daily at www.ottawajewishbulletin.com
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‘Gentle, caring’ Ethiopian Jewish immigrant receives
Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award
BY LOUISE RACHLIS

E

thiopian immigrant Aklilu
Afowerk came to Canada on
April 6, 1989, which is also his
birthday.
It took him 21 days to run from
Ethiopia to Sudan. After three years in
Sudan, he was sponsored to come to
Canada.
Grateful and appreciative, the member
of Beit Tikvah Congregation has been
performing good deeds in his adopted
country ever since.
“This country is a very nice country. I
came alone, I now have a wife, a daughter and a house and good neighbours.
How am I going to pay Canada back? By
doing what I can to help people,” he told
the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.
In a ceremony at Rideau Hall, April 14,
Governor General David Johnston
presented Afowerk, 51, with the
Governor General’s Caring Canadian
Award in recognition of all that he has
done and continues to do to help people.
“Aklilu Afowerk has been volunteering in the Ottawa community for over 20
years, looking after the well-being of the
elderly and inﬁrm. For example, he
regularly drives a gentleman with a heart
condition to visit his wife in a chronic

care facility, and, at his synagogue, he
helps a congregant with ALS participate
in the service,” reads his Caring
Canadian Award citation.
“I do small, small, things,” Afowerk
said modestly. “I visit most of the time at
the Civic, and sometimes the General
Hospital, when I know somebody who is
in the hospital. When I don’t know
someone, I make friends and visit,
especially people who have no relatives
in town to visit them.”
Afowerk’s daughter, Sarah, is in her
ﬁrst year at Queen’s University studying
psychology.
He doesn’t forget any one, young or
old. “I like kids, and go every morning to
the synagogue, and I’m the ‘candy man’
on Shabbat. I like that.”
Created in 1995, the Governor
General’s Caring Canadian Award
recognizes individuals who volunteer
their time to help others and, as noted
on the Governor General’s website, “to
build a smarter and more caring nation.
The award also highlights the ﬁne
example set by these volunteers, whose
compassion and engagement are so
much a part of our Canadian character. It
allows us to thank them for their
contributions and for the positive impact

Employment Opportunity

PHOTO: MCPL VINCENT CARBONNEAU, RIDEAU HALL ©HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF CANADA REPRESENTED BY THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 2015.

Aklilu Afowerk (left) receives the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award
from Governor General David Johnston, April 14, at Rideau Hall.

they have had on the lives of others.”
“I know Aki, as he is one of the
superintendent staff at our housing
complex, Canal 111,” said his friend Sol
Shinder via email. “Aki is a very proud
observant Jew who is a member of Beit
Tikvah Congregation. Aki is universally
respected by all 46 families that reside at
Canal 111 because of his gentle caring

attitude. I think that he brings honour to
the Ottawa Jewish community.”
At the reception following the Rideau
Hall ceremony, the Governor General
arranged to have kosher food available
for Afowerk and his guests. Later that
day, the residents of Canal 111 also held a
reception in recognition of his receiving
the award.

Finance and Resource Development Coordinator
Hillel Lodge – Long-Term Care Foundation
Reporting to the Director of Development, the Finance and Resource Development Coordinator is responsible for the financial and corporate administration of the LTC Foundation; the provision of administrative support to the
LTC Board of Directors and its Committees; the day-to-day financial functions of the LTC Foundation; the administration of the Direct Mail Program;
and general organizational administration.

Specific Knowledge and Skills
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Direct mail and fundraising practices.
Advanced computer skills to include:
SAGE 50/Simply Accounting, Income Manager, Excel
and website development.
Excellent interpersonal and organizational skills.
Excellent written and verbal communication skills.
Flexibility and adaptability to an ever changing work environment.
Excellent analytical skills and ability to prioritize
to meet required deadlines.
Able to work fairly autonomously as well as part of a team.
Knowledge of the Ottawa Jewish Community would be an asset.

Please apply in writing to:
Jana L. Rand
Director of Development
LTC Foundation
10 Nadolny Sachs Private
Ottawa, ON K2A 4G7
Deadline for applications is 12 noon Friday, May 15, 2015.

Your life. Family. Community.
At Kelly Funeral Home Carling Chapel,,
we provide the guidance and servicess
you need while honouring your faith
and traditions.

To learn more,
call Toohey Brown:

613-828-2313 kellyfh.ca

Kelly Funeral Home - Carling Chapell
by Arbor Memorial
2313 Carling Ave., Ottawa
Arbor Memorial Inc.
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WINNER TWO YEARS
IN A ROW!

(From left) Na’amat Ottawa members Marilyn Schwartz, Toby Herscovitch, Sarah Beutel and
Danielle Schneiderman at the Canadian-sponsored playground of the Glickman Centre for the
prevention and treatment of domestic violence in Tel Aviv, February 12.

Israel’s president welcomes
Na’amat volunteers

COMPLEMENTARY HEARING TEST
Take Advantage of our free Upgrade Special (Save up to $2040 Per Pair)

Schedule your Hearing Test TODAY!
613-728-HEAR

(4327)

RODNEY TAYLOR, DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

BY TOBY HERSCOVITCH
NA’AMAT CANADA

Post-Doctoral Specialty Certificate in Tinnitus and Hyperacusis, Audiologist

N

a’amat, an international Jewish
women’s organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of
women and children, brought
together 125 leaders and volunteers, amid
cheers and bear hugs, in Israel from
February 10 to 16 for the Na’amat
International Solidarity Conference.
Thirty of the participants came from
Canada, including Na’amat Canada
President Sarah Beutel and three others
from Ottawa. Others journeyed from the
United States, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina,
Belgium and Uruguay.
As the conference name implies, it was
a massive show of solidarity for Zionism,
Na’amat and for the combined power of
Israeli and Diaspora Jews working
together for tikkun olam (repairing the
world).
The conference opening was held at the
ofﬁcial residence of Israeli President
Reuven Rivlin in Jerusalem. The invitation from the president reﬂects the
importance of Na’amat’s work in Israel to
strengthen the status of women in the
family, workforce and society.
It also recognizes Na’amat’s success in
improving the lives of women and
families through services ranging from
daycare and vocational schools to legal
aid, scholarships and the renowned
Glickman Centre for the treatment and
prevention of domestic violence.
To put some numbers to this hard
work, Na’amat’s 30 branches across Israel
operate 250 daycare centres, serving
17,000 children, and 19 vocational high
schools with 3,500 students, among many
other services. Na’amat is the Hebrew
acronym for “Movement of Working
Women and Volunteers.”
After Rivlin commended Na’amat’s

CALL NOW

1657 Carling Ave.

296 Metcalfe St.

ahac.ca

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin welcomes
Na’amat leaders and volunteers to his official
residence in Jerusalem, February 10.

work and the crucial support of its
Diaspora members, he passed the podium
to his wife.
Nechama Rivlin reﬂected on her recent
visit to Na’amat’s shelter for abused
women.
“In the same way that these women
cannot forget their awful experiences, I
cannot forget the stories I heard from
them,” she said.
She thanked Na’amat for “never
allowing us to forget our obligation to
repair the world and to give a hand to
those who need it.”
As for the feelings of Na’amat attendees, the Jerusalem Post noted, “The
Na’amat women had come to express
solidarity with Israel and with each other,
and, when they rose to sing Hatikvah, it
was almost deafening. It is quite common
for the national anthem to be played or
sung at the President’s Residence to
signify the end of any given event, but
rarely is it sung with such enthusiasm and
commitment.”

2604 Draper Ave.
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In support of the Bess and Moe Greenberg Family Hillel Lodge
In the Joseph and Inez Zelikovitz Long Term Care Centre

613-728-3990
Card Donations
Card donations go a long way to improving
the quality of life for our residents. Thank you
for considering their needs and contributing to
their well-being.
On behalf of the residents and their families,
we extend sincere appreciation to the following individuals and families who made card
donations to the Hillel Lodge Long-Term Care
Foundation between March 25 and April 2,
2015 inclusive.

HONOUR FUNDS
Unlike a bequest or gift of life insurance,
which are realized some time in the future, a
named Honour Fund (i.e., endowment fund) is
established during your lifetime.
By making a contribution of $1,000 or more,
you can create a permanent remembrance for
a loved one, honour a family member, declare
what the Lodge has meant to you and/or support
a cause that you believe in.
A Hillel Lodge Honour Fund is a permanent
pool of capital that earns interest or income each
year. This income then supports the priorities
designated by you, the donor.
Bill and Leona Adler Memorial Fund
R’Fuah Shlema:
Stephen Saslove by Elayne Adler
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Marilyn Adler, Neil and Daniel
Blacher
Ruth and Irving Aaron Family Fund
In Honour of:
Ruth Aaron Congratulations on being honoured
by the Torah Academy for your dedication in enhancing the lives of wounded and disabled IDF soldiers.
Mazel Tov on a much deserved honour by Sonja and
Ron Kesten
Samuel and Jean Akerman Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Arnie Swedler & Rhoda Zaitlin Wishing you a
wonderful Pesach by Larry and Sheila Hartman
Bert and Rhoda Blevis Wishing you a wonderful
Pesach by Larry and Sheila Hartman
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Stein Wishing you a Happy
Anniversary by Sheila and Larry Hartman
Auxiliary of Hillel Lodge Fund
In Honour of:
Leah Miller Congratulations on being honoured
by the Torah Academy for your dedication to making
the lives of IDF soldiers a little easier. Mazel Tov on
a much deserved honour by Sonja and Ron Kesten
Friedberg and Dale Families Fund
In Memory of:
Evelyn Stanislawski by Elaine Friedberg, Bob
and Jonathan Dale
In Honour of:
Adam and Elana Aptowitzer Mazel Tov to

you and your girls on the birth of your son by Elaine
Friedberg and Bob Dale
Evelyn and Irving Greenberg Fund
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Michael John Greenberg
Malcolm and Vera Glube Endowment Fund
In Honour of:
Gavin & Hope Garbutt Congratulations on the
birth of your grandson Hugo Oliver by Vera and
Malcolm Glube
Jane James Love and best wishes on your special
day by Malcolm and Vera Glube
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Malcolm and Vera Glube
Nell Gluck Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Adam and Elana Aptowitzer Mazel Tov on the
birth of your son. We wish you lots of nachas from all
your children by Henry and Maureen Molot
Yitzhak & Iris Aptowitzer Mazel Tov on the
birth of your first granddaughter. We wish you much
nachas from your growing family by Henry and
Maureen Molot
Gladys Swetsky Mazel Tov on your milestone
birthday by Henry and Maureen Molot
R’fuah Shlema:
Stephen Saslove by Henry and Maureen Molot
In Memory of:
Ron Fainstein by Henry and Maureen Molot
Mark Zunder by Dr. & Mrs. Manny & Cheryl
Gluck
Evelyn and Issie Hoffman Family Fund
In Memory of:
Herb Brown by Issie Hoffman
Nordau and Roslyn Kanigsberg Family Fund
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by Roz and Nordau Kanigsberg
Mark Zunder by Roz and Nordau Kanigsberg
David, Harvey, Victor Kardish Family Fund
R`Fuah Shlema:
Muriel Kardish Wishing you a full and speedy
recovery by Margo, David, Aaron and Gail Kardish
and Gale, Victor and Sydney Kardish
In Honour of:
Margo & David Kardish & Family Wishing
you a Happy Passover by Sheryl, Harvey, Mallory
and Ryan Kardish
Gale, Victor and Sydney Kardish Wishing you
a Happy Passover by Sheryl, Harvey, Mallory and
Ryan Kardish
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Sheryl, Harvey, Mallory and
Ryan Kardish; Gale, Victor and Sydney Kardish;
Margo and David Kardish
Schachter-Ingber Family Fund
In Memory of:
Evelyn Stanislawski by Rachel, Howard, Davida
and Josh Schachter

Stephen and Debra Schneiderman
Family Fund
R`fuah Shlema:
Stephen Saslove by Debbie and Stephen
Schneiderman
In Honour of:
Rebecca Fine & Conor Dean by Debbie and
Stephen Schneiderman
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder Brother of Sam Zunder by Debbie
and Stephen Schneiderman
Marcus Hotz by Debbie and Stephen
Schneiderman
Harold and Lillian Shoihet Memorial Fund
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by David Shoihet
Ralph and Anne Sternberg Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Laya Jacobsen: by Ted Jacobsen
Sarah and Arnie Swedler Family Fund
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Arnie and Rhoda Swedler
Louis and Diane Tannenbaum Family Fund
In Honour of:
Dorothy Freedman Mazel Tov and Happy 100th
Birthday by The Honourable Louis and Mrs. Dianne
Tannenbaum
Murray Burton Mazel Tov and Happy 85th
Birthday by The Honourable Louis and Mrs. Dianne
Tannenbaum
Milton and Mary (Terry) Viner Family Fund
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
David Schaenfield, dear grandfather by the
Schaenfield family
Gordon Viner, dear brother by Millie, Fran and
Stephen Schaenfield
Sylvia Altshuler, dear sister by Millie Schaenfield
and family
Anna and Samuel Wex Family Fund
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by Anna and Sam Wex
Carole and Norman Zagerman Family Fund
In Honour of:
Dorothy Hymes Mazel Tov on your grand-daughters` marriages by Carole and Norman Zagerman
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Carole and Norman Zagerman

In Honour of:
Beverly Gluzman by Lysette and Louis Kohn
Janet Kaiman and family Wishing you all a
Happy Pesach by Lily Feig
Brenda Levine and family Wishing you all a
Happy Pesach by Lily Feig
Steven Kimmel and family Wishing you all a
Happy Pesach by Lily Feig
Sam & Dora Litwack and family Wishing you
all a Happy Pesach by Lily Feig
Cathy and Irwin Schweitzer and family Wishing you all a Happy Pesach by Lily Feig
Vera and Jozef Strauss Wishing you all a Happy
Pesach by Lily Feig
Therapeutic Program
R’fuah Shlema:
Stephen Saslove by Carol Gradus
************
IN HONOUR OF:
Ruth Aaron Mazel Tov to you for receiving a
well-deserved honour by Carolyn and Sid Katz
Esty Bybelezer by Norma and Stanley Goldstein
Leah Miller Mazel Tov to you for receiving a
well-deserved honour by Carolyn and Sid Katz
Mrs. Bert Palmer by Libby Katz
IN MEMORY OF:
Mother of Betty Telner by Steve and Roz
Fremeth
Herbert Brown by Donna Finkelstein
Ron Fainstein by Carolyn and Sid Katz; Steve
& Roz Fremeth
Marcus Hotz by the RESIDENTS, Staff and
Boards of the Lodge and LTC Foundation
Lenke Resenfeld by Ester Caplan
Evelyn Stanislawski by Sima Mlynarski & Roz
Fremeth
Mark Zunder by Carolyn and Sid Katz; Steve &
Roz Fremeth; Lesley and Jack Cramer; Donna Finkelstein; Beverly Friedman
Leonna Merson by Heather and Mark Evenchick
R’FUAH SHLEMA:
Stephen Saslove by Ingrid Levitz; Rosalie and
Harold Schwartz and Heather and Mark Evenchick
Gary Cohen by Heather and Mark Evenchick

************
Feeding Program
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Marion Silver & Alan Brass;
The Father of Heidi Pivnik by Rhonda, Danny,
Samuel, Zachary and Shelby Levine, and Myra
Presser
Uncle of Seymour and Joy Mender by David,
Sharon, Ryan & Yoni, Jaye and Brody Appotive

Watch for exciting things
to come!

THE LODGE EXPRESSES ITS SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR YOUR KIND SUPPORT
AND APOLOGIZES FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. DUE TO SPACE LIMITATIONS, THE WORDING APPEARING
IN THE BULLETIN IS NOT NECESSARILY THE WORDING WHICH APPEARED ON THE CARD.

“GIVING IS RECEIVING” - ATTRACTIVE CARDS AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Here’s a great opportunity to recognize an event or convey the appropriate sentiment to someone important to you and at the same time support the
Lodge. Call orders may be given to Cathie at 728-3900, Ext 111, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. You may also go to: www.hillel-ltc.com and click
on the “Donate Now” button to make your donations. Cards may be paid for by Visa or Mastercard. Contributions are tax deductible.
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The entrance to a former Ottoman prison known as the Kishle in Jerusalem’s Old City.

In one room in Jerusalem,
2,700 years of history
BY BEN SALES

JERUSALEM (JTA) – When Amit Re’em
embarked on a 1999 excavation of an
abandoned Ottoman prison in the Old
City of Jerusalem, he didn’t expect
anything revolutionary.
The dig was primarily aimed at
inspecting the site before it was transformed into an event space for the nearby
Tower of David Museum, and Re’em,
then just 28, hoped at most to uncover
some remains of a Herodian palace, or
maybe part of a wall from the second
century.
He did ﬁnd those things – along with
much more.
In one 160-by-30-foot space, Re’em
unearthed an archaeological timeline of
Jerusalem dating back 2,700 years. Layers
from nearly every era of the city’s history
lay on top of each other, from the time of
the First Temple through the Roman,
Crusader and Ottoman periods, and up to
Israel’s independence in 1948.
Remains from those eras are strewn
throughout the Old City, but rarely are
they found so close together or so well
preserved.

“The strength of the remains and the
layering of them one on top of each other
is like an open book, the whole historical
and archaeological sequence of Jerusalem
laid out in front of our eyes,” Re’em told
JTA. “We expected to ﬁnd things, but the
strength that we saw them in was beyond
our expectations.”
Called the Kishle – Turkish for prison
– the site was built as a jail by the
Ottoman Turks in the 1800s and used by
the British in the 1940s to hold captured
Jewish militia members. A map of Greater
Israel etched by an imprisoned member
of the pre-state Irgun militia is still visible
on the wall.
Below the prison lay the foundations
of a fortiﬁcation wall built in the eighth
century BCE by the ancient Jewish King
Hezekiah, who, like later rulers, took
advantage of the site’s strategic high
ground. Across the room are remains of
another defensive wall built 600 years
later by the Hasmoneans, who ruled
Jerusalem after the Maccabees’ revolt.
The room also houses remains of the
wall of a massive Herodian palace built
See Room on page 16

Card of thanks
Please accept this as my formal thank you for the donations, visits and phone
calls during my recent illness.
A special thank you to Cantor Daniel Benlolo, Jenny Roberge, her Kitchen Crew
and Isabelle Cantor.
In sincere appreciation to David Smith at Creative Kosher Catering. Sheila and I
are most grateful towards you and we both will never forget you.
Joe Nadrich

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
“I look
forward
to exceeding
“I
look
forward to exceeding
your
your
expectations.”
– Yudi Chein
expectations.” Yudi Chein

613-853-8024

Kosherchef@live.com
 
now
available.
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Proudly Serving Barrhaven
for over 17 years!
613-580-2473
@BarrhavenJan
facebook.com/BarrhavenJanHarder

www.JanHarder.com


GGFL has been
helping business
owners find ways to
keep more of their
hard-earned money
for over 65 years.

It’s what we do,
and we do it well.

Important Tax Deadlines to Remember:
th

April 30 – Personal Tax Return
June 15th – Self-employed Tax Return

ggfl.ca

Room: ‘It’s like a hello from different
historical eras that connect us to this place’
Continued from page 15

near the beginning of the Common Era, as well as basins
from the Crusader period that were likely used to dye
clothes and tan leather. The current walls of the Old
City, built by the Ottomans in the 16th century, sit atop
the Herodian wall and later served as the outer wall of
the prison.
Re’em also believes the room may have been the site
of Jesus’ trial by Pontius Pilate. Pilate would have tried
Jesus in a prominent location like Herod’s palace, Re’em
said, noting that the original route of the Via Dolorosa
that Jesus followed to his cruciﬁxion passed the spot
where the Kishle now stands.
“A lot of times, you expect something and don’t ﬁnd
it because you didn’t get down to the lower layers
because of logistics, budget, you name it,” Re’em said.
“On the other hand, archaeological layers and remains
are [sometimes] destroyed. Here, we were lucky the
remains weren’t damaged or destroyed. We could dig for
two years from the top down to the bottom.”
Re’em’s ﬁndings convinced the Tower of David
Museum not to build on the site. But, since the dig
ended in 2001, the room remained closed due to budget
constraints until the museum’s new director, Eilat
Lieber, opened it to the public last year.
The room has not been changed since 2001 and looks

like an active archaeological dig. Lieber hopes to place a
glass ﬂoor above the remains and to augment them with
3-D imaging that will show what the space looked like in
different periods.
“It’s like a hello from different historical eras that
connect us to this place and allow us to understand
what was here,” Lieber told JTA. “What remains are
stones, but behind the stones are what was here, who
the characters were.”
Many of Re’em’s conclusions about the room are
based on dating techniques and inferences from historic
sources. The claim the walls belonged to Herod’s palace
come, in part, from the writings of the historian
Josephus Flavius. Re’em’s belief that the basins were
used for cloth dying is derived from an account by
Benjamin of Tudela, a medieval Jewish traveller, plus
remnants of red dye on the basin walls.
But Re’em added that, at a certain point, dating and
accuracy become less important than what the site
means to visitors looking for a spiritual experience.
“As an archaeologist who works in Jerusalem, it
doesn’t matter where the real location of Jesus’ trial
was,” he said. “What matters is what people believe.
“At the Kishle site, people can touch the stones of the
Herodian palace. Whoever wants can see this place as
the location of the trial of Jesus.”

Trivia Night to kick off new AJA 50+ season
        
          

BY DENA SPEEVAK
FOR AJA 50+

Breaking news at www.ottawajewishbulletin.com

Show
You Care
Care!
Show Israel
Israel You
!
Volunteer as a Civilian worker
for 2 or 3 weeks

A

new season of exceptional programs put
together by AJA (Active Jewish Adults) 50+
for May through August will provide opportunities for active living and community
connection for those aged 50 to 90-plus.
Of special note is the popular Trivia Night Fundraiser
taking place at Temple Israel on Sunday, May 31 from 7 to
10 pm. This tremendously enjoyable event includes
testing one’s knowledge in a lively atmosphere with
much laughter, mouth-watering desserts, and the
opportunity to support seniors – all for $25 per person.
Rabbi Steven Garten will be the MC and participants
play in teams of 10 answering questions from such
categories as music, movies, current affairs, history,
etc. To register, contact Flo Morgan at 613-224-8286.
For additional information, email Patricia Dunphy at

pat.dunphy@rogers.com.
AJA 50+ spring and summer programs offer lots for
those with spring fever and dusty walking shoes! Be sure
to register early for the guided walking tours as they ﬁll
up quickly. This season’s guided walks include the Glebe,
Rockland, Petrie Island, and Brockville; as well as a visit
to Classic Theatre in Perth. Other programs of note
include a visit with Supreme Court Justice Rosalie
Abella, geocaching, bird watching. Ongoing programs
include golf, bridge, chess, mah-jongg, the Jewish ﬁlm
series, and art at the National Gallery.
As well, Liz Schwartz returns with intermediate bridge
lessons in May.
For a complete list of AJA 50+ spring and summer
programs, access our program guide at www.aja50plus.ca.
For more information, email aja50plus@sympatico.ca.
For information about membership, contact Dan
Sigler at ajamembership@gmail.com or 613-224-6110.

Seeking apartment

on an Israeli army supply base

Free: accommodations, kosher meals, trips, events.
Cost: air fare, $100 registration, weekend expenses.
416-781-6089 or toronto@sarelcanada.org
514-735-0272 or montreal@sarelcanada.org

www.sarelcanada.org
www.sarelcanada.org
Programs start
start approximately
approximatelyevery
every33weeks.
weeks.

Quiet adult seeks
self-contained apartment
in quiet smoke-free home.
Long term.
Spring/Summer.
At current address since 1987.

613-722-3731

To advertise in the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin, contact:
BARRY SILVERMAN 613-798-4696, ext. 256 | bsilverman@ottawajewishbulletin.com
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foundation donations

| Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation

Our future is in your hands
To make a donation
and/or send a tribute card,
call the Foundation office
(613-798-4696 ext. 274)
e-mail: tributecards@ojcf.ca
website: www.OJCF.ca

Join us in building our community
by supporting these local agencies
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
AGENCY FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Sandra and Norman Slover
and family.
OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Anna Bauer by Jackie, David, Rachel and
Zev Lyman.
Lionel Portigal by Ian and Melissa
Shabinsky and family.
Mazel Tov to:
The Aptowitzer family on the birth of their
son by Jackie, David, Rachel and Zev Lyman.
TAMIR ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Andy Stern on completing his PhD by Debi
and Neil Zaret and family.
AJA 50+ ENDOWMENT FUND
AJA 50+ DAVID SMITH
OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY
SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
AKIVA EVENING HIGH SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT FUND
ADINA BEN PORAT MACHON SARAH
TORAH EDUCATION FUND
SHIRLEY AND SHIER BERMAN FUND
FOR OTTAWA JEWISH ARCHIVES
DORIS BRONSTEIN TALMUD TORAH
AFTERNOON SCHOOL FUND
BARRY FISHMAN
OTTAWA JEWISH BULLETIN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
MARTIN GLATT
PARLIAMENT LODGE B’NAI BRITH
PAST PRESIDENTS’ FUND
MENDEL AND VALERIE GOOD
HOLOCAUST
CONTINUING EDUCATION FUND
GREENBERG FAMILIES
LIBRARY FUND
FUND FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
HILLEL LODGE LEGACY FUND
JEWISH COMMUNITY CEMETERY
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
JEWISH MEN’S
SOFTBALL LEAGUE FUND
JEWISH STUDENTS ASSOCIATION HILLEL FUND

17

JEWISH YOUTH LIBRARY
OF OTTAWA ENDOWMENT FUND
DAVID “THE BEAR” KARDASH
CAMP B’NAI BRITH MEMORIAL FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH CEMETERIES
ZICHARON FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY
SCHOOL PARENT FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
AGENCY FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
CHILDREN OF THE BOOK
AWARD FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY
SCHOOL FUND
IN MEMORY OF EVA WINTROB
OTTAWA JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY FUND
OTTAWA LODGE B’NAI BRITH #885
PAST PRESIDENTS FUND
OTTAWA LODGE B’NAI BRITH #885
PRESIDENTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
OTTAWA MODERN
JEWISH SCHOOL FUND
OTTAWA POST
JEWISH WAR VETERANS FUND
OTTAWA TORAH INSTITUTE
TORAH EDUCATION FUND
PINCHAS ZUKERMAN
MUSIC EDUCATION FUND
RAMBAM MAIMONIDES
JEWISH CONTINUITY FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTRE EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH COMMUNITY
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE
ENDOWMENT FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE
YOUTH SERVICES FUND
TORAH ACADEMY OF OTTAWA
TORAH EDUCATION FUND
SARA AND ZEEV VERED
ISRAEL CULTURAL PROGRAM FUND

The Board of Directors of the
Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation acknowledges with thanks
contributions to the following funds
as of April 1, 2015.

KATIE ELLEN FARBER
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Lionel Portigal by Susan and Charlie
Schwartzman and family; and by Steve and Sue
Rothman and family.

MARY AND ISRAEL (AL) ALLICE
MEMORIAL FUND
In Appreciation to:
Joan and Russell Kronick by Beverly and
Irving Swedko.
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
Mary Allice by Beverly and Irving Swedko.

SAM AND SUSAN FIRESTONE
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Sam and Susan Firestone.

ANNE AND LOUIS ARRON
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Daphne and Stanley Arron.
LT. COL. EDMOND BLAIS
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Nicholas Siegal and family on his Bar
Mitzvah by Barbara and Jules Sigler.
CHANI AND BRAM BREGMAN
JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
In Memory of:
Lionel Portigal by Chani and Bram Bregman.
HY AND RUTH CALOF
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by David Moskovic and Ruth
Calof.
SID AND BARBARA COHEN
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Ron and Susan Swirsky on the birth of their
new grandson by Barbara and Sid Cohen.
SANDI AND EDDY COOK
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Pam and Sam Handelsman on Rachel’s
engagement to Steven Kraft by Sandi and Eddy
Cook and family.
NATHAN AND REBA DIENER
ENDOWMENT FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Lenny Skolnick by Reba Diener; and by John
and Dayra Diener.
JOSEPH AND JEAN DOVER
ENDOWMENT FUND
Happy Passover to:
Lewis and Donna Greenberg and family by
Gerry and Madeleine Dover.
MORRIE AND HELEN EISEN
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Helen Eisen.
LOU EISENBERG CAMP B’NAI BRITH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Daniel and Yael Kanter on the birth of their
son, Zackary Lou by Andréa Black.
CYNTHIA AND ABE ENGEL
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Herbert Brown by Cynthia Engel and family.
Mark Zunder by Cynthia Engel and family.

FLORENCE FAMILY MEMORIAL FUND
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
Frank Florence, a dear Uncle by A.L., Ann,
Leanne and Brendan Smith.
FRAN AND SID GERSHBERG
FAMILY FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Betty Itzkovitch by Fran and Sid Gershberg.
ANN AND LEON GLUZMAN
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Ann and Leon Gluzman, my beloved parents
by Ingrid Levitz.
EVA, DIANE AND JACK GOLDFIELD
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Morley and Gary Goldfield
and family.
JACK AND GERT GOLDSTEIN
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Julius Letovsky by Diane and Allen
Abramson.
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Beverly Gluzman by Diane and Allen
Abramson.
HERB AND DENA GOSEWICH
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honour of:
Barbara Crook receiving The Order of
Ottawa by Dena and Herb Gosewich.
JEFFREY AND ENID GOULD
FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Enid and Jeff Gould.
HY AND PAULINE HOCHBERG
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Pauline Hochberg.
DOROTHY AND HY HYMES
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Dorothy Hymes on the marriages of her
granddaughters, Rebecca and Alex by Clair
Krantzberg.
JEREMY KANTER MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Passover to:
Steven and Lynda Latner and family by Julie
Kanter and Joe Silverman.
LIBBY AND STAN KATZ FAMILY
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Happy Passover to:
Libby Katz by Joany and Andy Katz and
family.
Continued on page 18
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foundation donations
ARTHUR AND SARAH KIMMEL
MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Passover to:
Marilyn and Daniel Kimmel by Carol-Sue
and Jack Shapiro.
Roslyn and Arnold Kimmel by Carol-Sue
and Jack Shapiro.
Norman and Isabel Lesh by Carol-Sue and
Jack Shapiro.
PHILLIP AND ETTIE KIMMEL
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Stan Kimmel.
KRANTZBERG KRANE FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
John Lubelski by Myra and Sam Krane.
Rosalind Shaffer by Susan and Charlie
Schwartzman and family.
JOSEPH AND EVELYN LIEFF
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Evelyn Lieff.
RON AND RUTH LEVITAN
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Herbert Brown by Ron and Ruth Levitan.
Ronald Fainstein by Ron and Ruth Levitan.
Mark Zunder by Ron and Ruth Levitan.
THE LEVITZ FAMILY FUND
Happy Passover to:
Jamie and Doreen Levitz and family by
Ingrid Levitz and family.

| Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation

In Memory of:
Gerry Levitz, a beloved husband by Ingrid
Levitz.
JACOB MALOMET MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by Diana and Alvin Malomet.
ANNE (BLAIR)
AND HYMAN MAYBERGER
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Ruthy (Mayberger) Eliesen;
and by Shelley and Morris Schachnow.
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Stephen Saslove by Shelley and Morris
Schachnow.
TANYA AND SAMUEL MOSES MORIN
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Chaim Feig by Harvey Morin.
PEARL AND DAVID MOSKOVIC
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by David Moskovic and Ruth
Calof.
PINKAS AND YEHUDIT NEWMAN
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Piney Pollock by Marilyn and Will
Newman.
Mark Zunder by Marilyn and Will
Newman.

The Chair and Board of Directors of the
Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation cordially invite
all fund holders and members of the Community to attend the

OJCF Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, June 10th, 2015
Call to Order: 7:30 pm
with Desserts and Light Refreshments
Zelikovitz Family Social Hall of The Joseph and Rose Ages Family Building
21 Nadolny Sachs Private
Any two members of the Corporation may nominate additional
directors at any time up to seven days prior (June 3, 2015) to the meeting
so long as such nominations are made in writing and deposited
with the Secretary of the Foundation (info@ojcf.ca).
Successful candidates will serve a three-year term from June 2015
to June 2018. Nominations will not be accepted from the floor
at the Annual General Meeting.
Members shall have the right to exercise one vote each.
Any member may, by means of a written proxy, appoint a proxy holder
to attend and act in the manner and to the extent authorized
by the proxy. A proxy holder need not be a member.

RSVP prior to May 31, 2015
to Mike Bazuk at 613-798-4696 ext. 252
or at mbazuk@jewishottawa.com
A copy of the meeting materials will be available
on our website prior to the AGM.
“Our Future is in Your Hands”

www.OJCF.ca

BENJAMIN, BESSIE AND ANN POLOWIN
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Piney Pollock by Charles and Malca Polowin
Mark Zunder by Charles and Malca Polowin
Birthday Wishes to:
Mark Dover by Charles and Malca Polowin

Leiba Krantzberg by Sol and Zelaine
Shinder.
David Smith by Sol and Zelaine Shinder.

PHYLLIS AND ALAN RACKOW
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by Phyllis and Alan Rackow.
Bathia Rezek by Phyllis and Alan Rackow.

PATRICIA SMOLKIN
MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Passover to:
Samantha and Josh Freedman by Carol-Sue
and Jack Shapiro.
Rhoda and Daniel Levine by Carol-Sue and
Jack Shapiro.
Michael and Nikki Shapiro by Carol-Sue and
Jack Shapiro.

MOE AND SARAH RESNICK
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Appreciation to:
Penny and Gordie Resnick by the Bronsther
family.

FREDA AND PHIL SWEDKO
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Beverly Gluzman by Beverly and Irving
Swedko.

FLORENCE AND GDALYAH ROSENFELD
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Marcus Hotz by Anita Rosenfeld.

CASEY AND BESS SWEDLOVE
ENDOWMENT FUND
Happy Passover to:
Allan and Alyce Baker and family by
Carol-Sue and Jack Shapiro.
Rabbi Arnold and Charlene Fine by
Carol-Sue and Jack Shapiro.
Alfred and Kaysa Friedman by Carol-Sue
and Jack Shapiro.
David and Margo Kardish by Carol-Sue and
Jack Shapiro.
Larry Lithwick and family by Carol-Sue and
Jack Shapiro.
Sol and Zelaine Shinder and family by
Carol-Sue and Jack Shapiro.
In Memory of:
Herbert Brown by Carol-Sue and Jack
Shapiro.

SHELLEY AND SID ROTHMAN
FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Shelley Rothman.
Mazel Tov to:
Shelley Rothman on her son, PJ’s engagement to Julie by Steve and Sue Rothman and
family.
ELAYNE AND WESLEY SCHACTER
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Barbara Levinson on the marriage of her
daughter, Rebecca to Connor by Elayne and
Wesley Schacter.
HAROLD AND FRANCES SHAFFER
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Rosalind Shaffer by Myra and Sam Krane
and family.
SAMUEL AND KATHERINE SIGLER
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Nicholas Siegal and family on his Bar
Mitzvah by Barbara and Jules Sigler.
JACK AND SARAH SILVERSTEIN
FAMILY ENDOWMENT FUND
Happy Passover to:
Jack and Sarah Silverstein and family by
Ingrid Levitz and family.
THE DAVID SMITH FUND
FOR JEWISH LIFE
Happy Passover to:
David and Sharon Appotive and family by
Leiba Krantzberg and David Smith.
David and Ethel Malek and family by Leiba
Krantzberg and David Smith.
Howard Miller and Sarah Massad by Leiba
Krantzberg and David Smith.
Sara Miller and Joe Fishman by Leiba
Krantzberg and David Smith.
Tamara and Mikhail Royz and family by
Leiba Krantzberg and David Smith.
Randi and Ian Sherman and family by Leiba
Krantzberg and David Smith.
Sol and Zelaine Shinder and family by Leiba
Krantzberg and David Smith.
Linda Smith by Leiba Krantzberg and David
Smith.

THE TARANTOUR FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
Rosalind Shaffer by Ann Lazear and Tina
Goldberg and families.
BRENT AND RISA TAYLOR
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Solly Patrontasch by Risa, Brent and Shira
Taylor.
Evelyn Stanislawski by Risa, Brent and
Shira Taylor.
Mark Zunder by Risa, Brent and Shira
Taylor.
Mazel Tov to:
Rabbi Chaim and Yocheved Boyarsky and
family on the birth of their son by Risa, Brent
and Shira Taylor.
STEPHEN AND GAIL VICTOR
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Stephen and Gail Victor.
ZIPES KARANOFSKY FAMILY
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Ron Fainstein by Rick and Helen Zipes.
KAREN AND IAN ZUNDER
FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Clair Krantzberg; by
Zelaine and Sol Shinder; by Carol and Ralph
Kassie; and by Ian and Melissa Shabinsky and
family.
Continued on page 19

April 27, 2015
OTTAWAJEWISHBULLETIN.COM

foundation donations

|

Please
support
our
advertisers
and
tell them
you saw
their
advertisement
in the
Ottawa
Jewish
Bulletin.

Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation
SANDRA AND SAM ZUNDER
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Edie Landau; and by Dan
and Marilyn Kimmel.
THE WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE
PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM
Providing support for services and programs
that directly benefit women and children.
WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honour of:
Yaffa Greenbaum for her leadership and
in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the
Women’s Seder by Eileen Melnick-McCarthy.

THE SAUL AND EDNA GOLDFARB
B’NAI MITZVAH PROGRAM
RYAN GOLDBERG
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Condolences to:
Audrey Kreisman and family on the passing of her dear Uncle Jack, by Reva and Ernie
Goldberg.
CHARLOTTE HAMBURG
MITZVAH FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Cybele and Lyon Hamburg.
GABRIEL HAMBURG
MITZVAH FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Cybele and Lyon Hamburg.
NOAH HAMBURG
MITZVAH FUND
In Memory of:
Mark Zunder by Cybele and Lyon Hamburg.
STACEY SAMANTHA KATZ
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Good Wishes to:
Lise and Mark Thaw on their new home by
Joany and Andy Katz and family.
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Happy Passover to:
Lise and Mark Thaw and family by Joany and
Andy Katz and family.
In Memory of:
Howard Osterer by Joany and Andy Katz
and family.
Lionel Portigal by Joany and Andy Katz and
family.
Mark Zunder by Joany and Andy Katz and
family.
Mazel Tov to:
Tina and Kenny Koffman on the birth of their
grandson, Andrew by Joany and Andy Katz and
family.
EVAN NADEL B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Joni Feldman by Heni Nadel.
TEGAN SARAH NADEL MACKAY
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Judith Wouk on her Bat Mitzvah by Heni
Nadel.
KAYLA REICHSTEIN
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Sheila and Lonny Felsen on their grandson’s
Bar Mitzvah by Vera and Malcolm Glube.
DAHLIA AND ZACHARY SHABSOVE
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
In Memory of:
Lionel Portigal by the Shabsove family.
Mark Zunder by the Shabsove family.

Contributions may be made online
at www.OJCF.ca or by contacting
the office at 613-798-4696 extension
274, Monday to Friday or by email at
tributecards@ojcf.ca.
Attractive cards are sent to convey the appropriate sentiments. All
donations are acknowledged with a
charitable receipt.

Donating made easy at
www.OJCF.ca
Donations can be made for all occasions
and life-cycle events.
Use our online donation form to send
one or multiple tribute cards
to your friends and loved ones
in one secure transaction.
Charitable receipts are issued
and sent directly
to your email account.

Try it TODAY!
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How do we agree on which of the world’s
ills we should actually care about?

W

e were fortunate to be guests at two warm
and spirited seders this year. As designated song leader, I tried to ensure that
the singing was fulsome and sufﬁciently
rowdy to rescue late night ﬂagging energy levels. One
heartfelt moment was singing “Ani Ma’amin.” Based on
Maimonides’s Thirteen Principles of Faith, the song
declares, “I believe, with complete faith, in the coming
of the Messiah.” It’s a song familiar to attendees of
Jewish summer camp and Holocaust remembrance
ceremonies. It’s beautiful and haunting and, with its
concise lyrics, contagious for group singalongs.
There was an Israeli-Canadian couple at the seder.
So, after singing about the Messiah’s hoped-for arrival,
I grabbed the opportunity to insert another song from
my favourite genre: Israeli pop music from the 1970s
and ‘80s. Shalom Hanoch’s 1985 hit, “Waiting for the
Messiah,” launched an iconoclastic cry of frustration
onto the Israeli music scene: “The Messiah isn’t
coming – and neither is he phoning.” The few at the
seder who knew it sang and air-banded for a bit
before turning solemn as we wound down the seder
with “Hatikvah.”
In “Ani Ma’amin,” there is the belief that the world
will one day improve, if only we are patient. Hanoch’s
song, in contrast, is an attempt at hard edged realism. In
1985, Israel was gripped by hyperinﬂation. “The stock
market crashed,” Hanoch sang. “People jumped from
the roof; the Messiah also jumped, and they announced
that he was killed.” Serious political ills were also
ramping up with the Lebanon War fresh in the memory
of an increasingly restless nation. And, with the First
Intifada breaking out two years later, more political ills
would follow.
Even in the absence of belief, messianism is an

MIRA SUCHAROV

VALUES, ETHICS,
COMMUNITY
None of us will ever solve
all the world’s ills.
And, with humanity’s imperfections,
including our own mental
and emotional ﬂaws,
our lust for power
and the natural drive
for accumulation amidst scarcity,
it’s hard to believe
that widespread suffering
will ever be overcome.
ever-present notion in Jewish culture. In the 17th
century, there was Shabbetai Tzvi, known as the false
messiah. Later, there was the rejection of modern
Zionism among some haredi Orthodox who believe that
Jewish sovereignty should wait for the Messiah’s arrival.
Then there is the belief among some in the Chabad
movement that their last rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, may himself have been the
Messiah.
For my part, given that I speak only Hebrew with my

Lifestyle tips from the blue zones

S

everal areas in the world have been identiﬁed
where clusters of people live past age 100.
Termed “blue zones,” these areas are the culturally isolated islands of Sardinia, Italy; Icaria,
Greece; Okinawa, Japan; and the Costa Rican peninsula
of Nicoya. In addition, the Seventh Day Adventists of
Loma Linda, California, are considered a blue zone
demographic. What gives these people higher life
expectancies? Is it their diet, exercise or genetics? Or is
there more to it?
Researchers found that people in the blue zones eat a
mainly plant-based diet high in complex carbohydrates
and low in protein. In Icaria, for example, 95 per cent of
the elders’ diet consists of organic vegetables, fruit,
beans and seeds. They raise free-range chickens for eggs,
and sheep for milk and cheese. Only on special occasions do they slaughter an animal and eat its meat. They
don’t follow any fad diets such as low-carb or gluten-free. These old folks eat a wide range of healthy,
unprocessed, homegrown, home-cooked foods.
Sardinians hunt, ﬁsh, harvest their own food and drink
lots of wine; this is what we call the Mediterranean diet.
While Sardinians have a genetic marker linked to
longevity, research suggests that lifestyle plays a bigger
role than genes.
Instead of moving to retirement homes, the elderly in
blue zones continue to live independently and productively. They hike and garden. They remain functionally ﬁt
by living physically active lives out of necessity. Unlike

GLORIA SCHWARTZ

FOCUS ON
FITNESS
many of us who consider ourselves active, they don’t
exercise a few times per week in a gym or do the weekend warrior thing, and then sit on a sofa or at a desk the
rest of the time. They remain constantly and moderately
active throughout their lives.
Another contributing factor to their longevity is a
close-knit family and a sense of community. Their
children and grandchildren typically live nearby and
visit regularly, if not daily. They share meals together,
often with the older people preparing food for the
younger generations. That gives the centenarians a
sense of purpose and a feeling of love and appreciation.
They also have a close circle of friends with whom they
regularly socialize. They don’t have hundreds of
“friends” as many of us do on social media. They have
real world, meaningful interactions. Blue zones have a
less frenetic pace with less stress, more naps and more
time to sit and chat with friends.
The Seventh Day Adventists are a bit different
because they live in a more modern environment in

kids, I’ve used phrases that I normally wouldn’t use in
English, and which don’t always reﬂect my worldview,
like, “What are you waiting for – the Messiah to come?”
when my then-toddlers would rest in a snowbank
between their SJCC preschool and the parking lot.
But, what really struck me that night at the seder as
we sang Hanoch’s lyrics were two questions. First, which
stance better fulﬁls the Judaic imperative of tikkun olam
(repairing the world): the traditional belief in messianic
redemption, or the belief that it is all up to us? And,
second, how can we agree on what of the many problems in the world are deserving of ﬁxing in the ﬁrst
place?
Clearly, the world is in disrepair. Just within the past
few months, two infants died in unregulated South Tel
Aviv daycares serving African refugees, and Islamic
militants of the al-Shabab Somali group slaughtered
148 Christian students at a university in Garissa, Kenya.
Bloodshed continues in Syria and Yemen and antiSemitic attacks are on the rise, especially in France. In
Canada, according to MakePovertyHistory.ca, one in 10
children lives in poverty.
None of us will ever solve all the world’s ills. And, with
humanity’s imperfections, including our own mental
and emotional ﬂaws, our lust for power and the natural
drive for accumulation amidst scarcity, it’s hard to
believe that widespread suffering will ever be overcome.
Some believe that messianic yearnings lead to passivity;
others that it spurs us to action.
But perhaps the biggest conundrum is how to agree
on which of the world’s ills we should actually care
about. For some, the criterion is whether the problem is
local. For others, it is the perception of how the solution
will implicate their own well-being. And, for yet others,
it hinges on whether they think the problem is actually
the fault of the sufferer. Whether or not one believes in
the possibility of messianic redemption, and whether
one believes that it is up to us mortals to repair the
world, we would do well to start with something that is
hard to contest: the importance of compassion for
suffering wherever it is found.
California. They eat a vegetarian diet, abstain from
alcohol, tobacco, soda and junk food, and adhere to a
physically active lifestyle. Because they tend to associate
with people of their own religion who share their values,
they aren’t tempted by outsiders to indulge in bad
habits.
Seventh Day Adventists have a strong faith. So do the
people in the other blue zones. It doesn’t seem to matter
which religion one subscribes to, or whether one
engages in organized religion, a sense of spirituality
appears to contribute to longevity.
The blue zone people don’t just live longer. They have
much lower rates of depression, dementia and heart
disease due to their lifestyles.
After learning about the blue zones I thought, “I don’t
eat a predominantly plant-based diet. I don’t grow my
own food. I don’t hike every day. Am I doomed?” Instead
of thinking about how my life is different from the blue
zone inhabitants or how I should pack up and move to a
blue zone, I reﬂected on what I’m currently doing or can
do to enhance my odds of living a long and high-quality
life. I’ve already made signiﬁcant strides in recent years
with lifestyle changes, but there’s always room for
improvement. Small changes can make a big difference.
Until recently, the geographical blue zones were cut
off from progress, from the “improvements” (e.g., fast
food) of the past 50 years. The elders live traditional
lifestyles. However, progress is starting to make its way
to those zones, and the younger generations who’ve
abandoned the traditional lifestyle in favour of a more
modern one may have shorter lives than their
grandparents.
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Emerging Generation grant program changes
the way community members come together

I

t all begins with an idea. A glimmer the eye, a slight,
crooked grin, or a mufﬂed smirk. When a person
gets a good idea, it’s obvious.
The good ideas of Ottawa’s emerging generation
are changing the way community members are coming
together and even changing the very landscape of
Ottawa’s Jewish community.
The Single Dating Diva Workshop, Shabbat @ Shopify,
and the Punk Jews ﬁlm screening at the ByTowne Cinema
all had grant funding from the Emerging Generation
(EG) division of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa.
With such successful and meaningful ideas being
approved for grant funding, you’d think the review
committee would be swamped with even more event
and project applications.
That’s not the case. It seems the EG grant program is
the Jewish Federation of Ottawa’s best-kept secret.
According to EG representatives, the committee has
seen a decline in applications and has received, on
average, just one application per month since 2013.
Applications do not simply get a stamp of approval
and a cheque sent out. They are carefully scrutinized for
six criteria, including Jewish content; an action plan for
marketing and execution; budget; impact size; uniqueness; and how integral the grant is to the idea.
Ariel Fainer, the Federation’s EG director, and Byron
Pascoe, chair of the EG Grant Committee, review each
application with the six members of the grant steering
committee and can award up to $2,000 per project or
event.
Both Fainer and Pascoe said they have noticed that
the committee tends to receive applications in waves

MONIQUE ELLIOT

EMERGING GEN

depending on the time of year, and especially around
holidays. While Pascoe said holiday-themed events can
provide the “spark” of Jewish content the grant application needs to strongly demonstrate in order to receive
funding, applicants should take care to ensure their
application gets considered.
“There have been a variety of holiday-related initiative applications, which in turn may provide a spark for
the Jewish content component of an event,” he said.
“The EG Grant is meant to get new initiatives off the
ground, so growing the budget of an annual party
related to a speciﬁc Jewish holiday is not a great ﬁt for
the EG Grant.”
That said, the mother-daughter team of Susan and
Brittany Finkelstein can boast one of the most successful holiday parties funded by the EG grant – and it all
came down to the idea.
More than 40 unafﬁliated Jewish families in Orleans
attended their Chanukah party this past year, connecting more than 150 people – mostly of interfaith
households – to the Jewish community.
“I think we, as a Jewish community, have a responsibility for these families, for the children,” Susan
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Finkelstein said. “To ensure that they have some sense
of connection to the Jewish community… Living out
here in Orleans, and being so far from the organized
Jewish community, plus being interfaith is sort of a
double-whammy. I think, I hope, they all felt welcome.”
There is a special aspect about this project. It’s an
intergenerational act of love.
Susan herself said she is in her 50s and would have
been ineligible to apply for grant funding if she hadn’t
teamed up with Brittany, who is 27. The event was
Susan’s brainchild after an inspirational conversation
and call to action with Rabbi Barry Schlesinger of
Agudath Israel Congregation, and a fateful meeting with
Bram Bregman, the Jewish Federation of Ottawa’s
vice-president of Community Building at an Ottawa
Senators hockey game, who explained the EG grant
program to her.
The rest took long hours, an application resubmission, and plenty of outreach, which resulted in more
young families becoming connected with the
community.
For Fainer, she said she sees those successful applications as making an incredible difference in the
community.
“It’s a really great way to get grassroots initiatives off
the ground and it really enables everybody to take part
in Jewish programming for our community,” Fainer said.
For Finkelstein, she said she’s still actively engaged
with many of the unafﬁliated families who attended the
party, with an email mailing list 50 families strong and
many thoughtful ideas up for discussion.
“I know a lot of the parents out here are hoping to get
a [supplementary Sunday] Hebrew school up and
running again,” Finkelstein said.
Visit http://jewishottawa.com/emerging-generation
and follow the links for more information about how to
apply for grant funding.

● FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL JEAN MYERS AT 613.688.3530, EXT. 3 ● www.jewishmemorialgardens.org ●
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A lost Jew ﬁnds her way home
Between Gods: A Memoir
By Alison Pick
Doubleday Canada
400 pages

I

ANGUS SMITH

BOOK REVIEW

n Between Gods: A Memoir, Canadian novelist and
poet Alison Pick tells us what it’s like to be a Jew
who reclaims her Jewish identity out of the rubble
of her family history.
“I am Jewish,” says Pick to a rabbi, early on in her
Jewish journey, “my family died in Auschwitz!”
“Yes,” says the Rabbi, “sort of. But your mother is
Christian.”
And that’s the least of it. Pick’s paternal grandparents
were Czech Jews. Through sheer coincidence, they
managed to make it out of Czechoslovakia just ahead of
the Nazis. Everybody else was murdered, with the
exception of a second cousin who survived Auschwitz
only to spend the rest of her days mourning her two lost
children.
When Pick’s grandparents arrived in Canada, it seems
the ﬁrst thing they did was to repudiate their Judaism.
Even her father, born here, did not learn the family
secret until he was a young man when a Czech tour
guide offhandedly told him that Pick is a Jewish name.
It’s a secret that he, too, chose to keep.
So Pick spent her childhood and adolescence piecing
this hidden past together, decoding whispered conversations at family gatherings. Her middle school crush, a
Jewish kid, seemed to get it. One day, he put an arm
across her shoulders in the schoolyard and affectionately renamed her Rosie because it sounds “more
Jewish.” Pick’s ﬁancé discovered a broken Chanukah
menorah, gathering dust in a closet in her parents’

house. Finally, she can no longer suppress the “persistent tugging” she has felt all her life. She realizes that, to
be true to herself, and to her past, she must declare
herself publicly as a Jew. She must convert.
Pick’s conversion story is a good read, by turns
poignant and funny. She and her ﬁancé, who is also not
Jewish, earnestly try to create a Jewish life, “unplugging” for Shabbat, making the blessings, observing the
Holy Days. As her connection with the community
deepens, she ﬁnds safety in her Jewish friendships: she
is among Jews and no longer needs to hide. But there is
resentment too. Her Jewish friends get to “be” Jewish.
Before she gets to “be” Jewish, she has to go through a
long process the outcome of which is by no means
certain.
But what sets this book apart from other accounts of
conversion is that the narrative of Pick’s Jewish journey
is interwoven with a parallel narrative of her struggle
with depression. Real depression – not the blues, not
sadness, but the kind of illness in which even the most
mundane aspects of everyday life, like getting out of bed
and brushing her teeth, is an odyssey of soul-crushing
anguish. Somehow, though, “The more my life falls
apart, the stronger my longing for Judaism becomes.” A
red ﬂag for a potential convert?
Perhaps. But the
American scholar Eric
Wilson observes that
“melancholy connects us
to our fundamental self.”
For a prospective convert
to Judaism, just as for an
artist – and Pick is both –
emotional trauma can
reveal deep veins of
awareness and perception.
Pick’s sensibility is ﬁnely
tuned to the nuances of
Our reputation for quality service began 65 years ago
Jewish history and of
with our passion for travel to Israel.
Jewish loss.
In the North American
Today we are one of Canada’s foremost experts.
experience, abandoning
Specializing in:
Judaism has most often
been associated with
getting ahead in a new
x Special interest tours for groups and individuals
world, or with coping with
x Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tours

x
x
x
x
x

ambient anti-Semitism. But, reﬂecting on her grandparents, and the magnitude of what they lost, Pick sees
something much deeper: denial of Judaism acts to “halt
trauma in its tracks … to ease the existence of pain itself
… if you weren’t Jewish, there was nothing to mourn.”
For Pick, her journey to reclaim her lost identity is also a
process of mourning for those who have nobody left to
mourn for them.
People come to Judaism for all kinds of reasons.
Sometimes, it’s love. They are marrying Jews and want
to create Jewish homes and Jewish families. Sometimes,
they are true seekers, drawn to Judaism by its deep
foundations in ethical monotheism, in law and in
temporal justice. Some are what a friend of mine calls
“tire-kickers,” people who dabble in various faiths,
mixing and matching elements that suit them at any
given time. And some are converting away from something, seeking redemption, or safety, in a new faith.
And then there are the ones like Alison Pick, those
who long ago stood at Sinai, but then somehow lost
their way. For those converts, it is time to come home.
Ironically, it is the lost Jews who are often least able to
articulate why they want to convert. Sometimes, like
Pick, all they can do is sit in a rabbi’s study and cry. We
need to hold these ones especially close. We need to
welcome them home.
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what’s going on | April 27 to May 10, 2015
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MONDAY, APRIL 27
Cheshbon HaNefesh, An Introduction to Mussar:
A self-development program of study and reﬂection.
The Glebe Minyan, 64 Powell Ave., 7 pm.
Second and fourth Mondays until September 28.
Info: Anna Maranta, 613-867-5505,
maranta.anna@gmail.com

SUNDAY, MAY 3
Books & Bagels Book Review and Discussion:
Rabbi Emeritus Steven Garten will review
“Future Tense: Jews, Judaism and Israel
in the Twenty-ﬁrst Century” by Jonathan Sacks.
Temple Israel, 1301 Prince of Wales Dr., 9:30 am.
Info: Shayla Mindell, 613-594-4556, shaylamindell@rogers.com

Info: Ella Dagan, 613-798-9818, ext. 243,
edagan@jccottawa.com

TUESDAY, APRIL 28
The Canadian Society for Yad Vashem 2015
National Holocaust Remembrance Day Ceremony:
“70 Years Since the End of the War: The Pain of Liberation
and Rebuilding a Life.” Bus available. Limited seating.
Canadian War Museum, 1 Vimy Place, 3:30 pm.
Contact Benita to reserve your spot: 613-798-4644,
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com

Poland’s Jewish Heritage Industry: Anthropologist Erica
Lehrer to speak about the popularity of Jewish culture
among non-Jews in Poland today, 1:30 pm.
Info: Roslyn Wollock, 613-798-9818, ext. 254,
rwollock@jccottawa.com

SUNDAY, MAY 10
Soloway JCC Yiddish Theatre Troupe presents:
“S’iz Besser in Yiddish,” written and directed by
Shirley Steinberg, 2 pm.
Info: Roslyn Wollock, 613-798-9818, ext. 254,
rwollock@jccottawa.com

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning
Sample Class:Introduction to the Florence Melton School
led by Rabbi Steven Garten, 10 am. Also 7:30 pm.
Info: Roslyn Wollock, 613-798-9818, ext. 254,
rwollock@jccottawa.com
FRIDAY, MAY 1
Shabbat Shalom at the SJCC: Shabbat celebration and
playgroup with story time, songs, play and more, 9:15 am.
Weekly until June 26.
Info: Ella Dagan, 613-798-9818, ext. 243,
edagan@jccottawa.com

MONDAY, MAY 4
Ottawa Talmud Circle: Open to all interested in learning
Talmud and actively engaging with it.
The Glebe Minyan, 64 Powell Ave., 7 pm.
Info: Talia Johnson, talia@taliacjohnson.ca
TUESDAY, MAY 5
Malca Pass Library Book Discussion Group:
Dr. Norman Wolﬁsh will review “A Tale for the Time
Being” by Ruth Ozeki.
Agudth Israel Congregation, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 7:30 pm.
Info: Maureen Kaell, 613-224-8649, mkaell@rogers.com
FRIDAY, MAY 8
Shabbat Shalom at the SJCC:
9:15 to 10:45 am. Weekly until June 26.

Vegetarian Shabbat Dinner: A seasonal soup or stew
is provided, along with challah and wine or juice. Please
bring a vegetarian contribution (no ﬁsh or meat) to share.
Glebe Minyan, 64 Powell Avenue, 6 pm.
Info: Anna Maranta, 613-867-5505, glebeminyan@gmail.com

COMING SOON
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
Jewish Federation of Ottawa Members’ Meeting:
Open to the community, 7 pm.
Info: Rachel Abenhaim, 613-798-4696, ext. 236,
rabenhaim@jewishottawa.com
CANDLE LIGHTING BEFORE

MAY 1
MAY 8

7:49 PM
7:57 PM

MAY 15
MAY 22

8:06 PM
8:14 PM

BULLETIN DEADLINES

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

FOR TUESDAY, MAY 26
FOR JUNE 22

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE AT THE JOSEPH AND ROSE AGES FAMILY BUILDING, 21 NADOLNY SACHS PRIVATE

condolences
Condolences are extended to the families of:
Sidney Barwin, Toronto
(brother of Norman Barwin)

Ruta Frajtag, Montreal
(mother of Rena Borovay)

Michael Baylin

Jack Henry Malek, California
(brother of David Malek)

Sylvia Bronsther

Jack Prehogan, Montreal
(father of Ron Prehogan)

May their memory be a blessing always.

The Condolence Column
is offered as a public service
to the community.
There is no charge.
For listing in this column,
please call 613-798-4696, ext. 274.

Ottawa’s choice
FOR COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE,
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
AND OTTAWA APARTMENTS

50 Bayswater Avenue • Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 2E9
Tel: 613-759-8383 • Fax: 613-759-8448 • Email: district@districtrealty.com

Choice locations
throughout the city.
www.districtrealty.com
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Where the Second Half
is as Crazy as the First!

Financial Assistance Available & Conﬁdentially Handled

For more information please contact:

Jonathan Pivnick, Camp Director - director@cbbottawa.com

613.244.9210

Visit us online - cbbottawa.com

facebook.com/CBBOttawa

