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New Canadian Haggadah
‘a community-building project’
BY LOUISE RACHLIS

Canadian Haggadah Canadienne, the ﬁrst
made-in-Canada Haggadah, is being
published just in time for Passover.
The Haggadah features text in English,
French and Hebrew, and includes
commentaries from rabbis from across
Canada and across the denominational
spectrum – Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform, Reconstructionist and Chabad.
Among the commentators published
in the Haggadah are Ottawa-based Rabbis
Reuven Bulka, Steven Garten and
Menachem Blum.
“It’s not a coffee table book; it’s to be
used,” co-editor Richard Marceau told the
Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.
Marceau, a former member of
Parliament who is now general counsel
and senior political adviser at the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs in Ottawa,

created the Haggadah with Rabbi Adam
Scheier of Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim in Montreal.
In 2011, Marceau published A Quebec
Jew: From Bloc Québécois MP to Jewish
Activist, detailing his spiritual journey to
Judaism and involvement in the Jewish
community.
“The project started around a seder
table ﬁve years ago when I had French
and English guests,” Marceau said. “It
made for an uncomfortable seder
because half the time each group was
having difﬁculty following. I thought I
should do something about it. I was in
touch with Rabbi Scheier who had had a
similar experience and we decided to
make it trilingual as well as Canadian.”
While the Haggadah uses the traditional text, some of the commentaries

Richard Marceau compiled the new Canadian
Haggadah Canadienne with Rabbi Adam
Scheier.

See Haggadah on page 2

OJCS Board decision to phase out the high school
was difﬁcult to make and not taken lightly
It is “critical to pause, to reﬂect as a community, and to put our efforts and
energy into exploring how a Jewish high school experience can be offered in
Ottawa in a way that attracts and engages more students,” writes Aaron Smith,
president of the Ottawa Jewish Community School Board of Directors.
There is no question that the Board of
Directors of the Ottawa Jewish
Community School (OJCS) had to

inside:

navigate a very challenging decision over
the past few months. I applaud each
director’s commitment and level of

Andrea Freedman on the OJCS
high school decision > p. 4

engagement as we worked many hours,
days and months to evaluate the high
school program at our school.

Barbara Crook on the
Israeli election campaign > p. 19

We are great believers in Jewish
education. It is why we spend the time
and effort it takes to support the school
and ensure that it grows and ﬂourishes.
The question we faced was never “Do
we want a high school?” or “Does the
community deserve a high school?” The
question was “Can our current high
school be sustainable within the
See OJCS on page 2
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OJCS: Elementary school program is thriving
Continued from page 1

resources we have available?”
If there were a referendum on whether
or not we should have a Jewish high
school, we know, unequivocally, the
answer would be yes. Every Board
member would be in favour. However,
this decision is around what is affordable,
what is sustainable and what the community will support.
Our best estimate for next year’s high
school program was an enrolment of 20
students in Grades 9 to 12. That is 20
students of approximately 800 to 1,000
high school age Jewish students in
Ottawa. With 20 students, our annual
operating deﬁcit for the high school
division would be at least $360,000. With
25 students, our annual operating deﬁcit
would be at least $260,000. Running the
high school for the duration of the time it
would take to graduate next year’s grade
nine class would result in cumulative
losses of $1.2 million or more. This is after
taking tuition, fundraising and the Jewish
Federation of Ottawa’s annual allocation
into account.
We live in a community where the
Federation and generous donors give a lot
to Jewish education. We have a mandate
as a Board to be ﬁscally responsible to the
families who send their children to the
school, to our donors and to our entire
community.
The decision to phase out the existing
high school program was very difﬁcult to
make and was not taken lightly. For many
months, our administration and Board

Aaron Smith, president of the Ottawa Jewish
Community School Board of Directors

have been evaluating the options, given
the constraints that exist, and were
unable to see a path for sustainability for
the high school. We engaged the top
donors in our community, the Federation
leadership and Board, and we worked
right up until the announcement was
made. We made this decision to avoid a
situation where the entire school would
be put in jeopardy.
OJCS has a strong elementary school,
and all efforts must be directed to its
success and sustainability. Our elementary program is thriving, and we are
constantly enhancing our offering and
curriculum to meet the needs of our

OJCS has a strong elementary school and efforts must be directed to its success and
sustainability, says OJCS Board President Aaron Smith.

parents and children. Best practices from
our community, and from other Jewish
communities, show that growth is
achieved from the bottom up. Continuing
to fund an unstainable high school puts
the elementary school at jeopardy, as well
as other important community priorities.
This is why it is so critical to pause, to
reﬂect as a community, and to put our
efforts and energy into exploring how a
Jewish high school experience can be
offered in Ottawa in a way that attracts
and engages more students.
The question we now are faced with as
an entire community is what kind of

community do we want to leave as our
legacy? What does the community desire
for Jewish education from preschool
through high school?
A task force will be struck to address
these and other key questions in relation
to Jewish education in Ottawa. These are
complex questions that require thoughtful effort and energy to address. But, most
importantly, it requires community
engagement and involvement and the
desire and commitment from all of us to
support the kind of community we want
to leave to our children and grandchildren.

Haggadah: Ottawa launch event set for March 19 at SJCC
Continued from page 1

talk about Canadian Jewish experiences,
such as the immigration of Holocaust
survivors to Canada, he said.
“We mention that Lower Canada
– Quebec – was ﬁrst [in the British
Empire] to give total rights to the Jewish
community in 1832.”
The Haggadah has been published by
Shaar Hashomayim and is being sold for
$20 per copy. All proceeds from its sale
will be donated to charities chosen by the
editors.
The illustrations in the Haggadah all
come from various Canadian Jewish
archives, including the Ottawa Jewish

Archives. Among them, said Marceau,
are pictures of Soviet Jewry demonstrations in Ottawa, a solidarity rally for
Syrian Jewry, a pro-Israel rally on
Parliament Hill during the Second
Intifada, as well as great pictures of Israeli
and Canadian prime ministers in Ottawa:
David Ben Gurion and John Diefenbaker;
Menachem Begin and Pierre Trudeau;
Yitzhak Rabin and Jean Chrétien; and
Benjamin Netanyahu and Stephen
Harper.
The 168-page Haggadah is “very
Canadian but at the same time proudly
Zionist,” Marceau said. “We wanted the
text to breathe, and we wanted good

pictures. It’s basically the size of a tablet,
big enough to be read comfortably, but
not too big to be cumbersome. It can be
used when you’re sitting between Uncle
Moishe and Auntie Selma.”
“The Haggadah is a community-building project,” said Marceau, who grew up
in Quebec City. “I don’t know of any
other project that’s similar. We’re the
fourth biggest Jewish community in the
world after the U.S., Israel and France. We
should be able to have our own books
and tools that reﬂect who we are and
where we’re from.”
The Haggadah will be available
through Amazon.ca, and Marceau hopes

that synagogues in Ottawa will want to
sell it as well.
“It shows that Jews can work together
across their denominational divides. It
shows that, when we put the noun ‘Jew’
above the Reform, Conservative, whatever, it works. We should do more that
unites us than divides us,” he said.
Copies of the Canadian Haggadah
Canadienne will be available when it is
launched in Ottawa on Thursday, March
19, 7:30 pm, at the Soloway Jewish
Community Centre.
For information, contact Roslyn
Wollock at rwollock@jccottawa.com or
613-798-9818, ext. 254.
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Replanting roots in Israel: Ethiopians
help each other succeed and integrate
Ethiopian Jews in Israel face numerous cultural
challenges in adapting to their new home. During
a JNF staff mission to Israel, Lynda Taller-Wakter,
JNF Ottawa and Atlantic Canada executive director,
spoke with several young professionals helping
their community meet those challenges.
Operation Moses, the airlift of
Ethiopian Jews to Israel was only the ﬁrst
challenge his community would face in
their new home, explained Ethiopianborn Rabbi Moshe Salomon, chair of
Hinneni (Here I Am) NGO, when he spoke
to JNF staff during our staff mission to
Israel in January.
Speaking rapidly in ﬂuent Hebrew,
Rabbi Salomon discussed the multigenerational challenges facing Israel’s Ethiopian
community.
“The elders lost a lot of respect from the
younger kids,” he said explaining that the
younger generation adapted to their new
land, to their new language and to all the
new technology much more easily. No
longer needed for their traditions and
agricultural knowledge, the elders lost
their motivation to participate in society,
thereby widening the generation gap to
what seemed beyond repair.
Rabbi Salomon, along with other young
professionals of Ethiopian descent,
initiated a program to help close to 9,000
olim of all ages at the Atachlit Agricultural
and Heritage Centre located on the
outskirts of Kiryat Gat, where many
Ethiopian-Israelis live. The Atachlit
program recreates Ethiopian village life,
helps elders ﬁnd employment, and
preserves the cultures and traditions of
Ethiopian Jews.
At Atachlit, Hinneni runs workshops
and offers traditional craft instructions
and programs for youth to help them with
their self-esteem. They also created a
garden for the elders to grow crops, thus
giving many of the elders a reason to get

PHOTO: LYNDA TALLER-WAKTER

A traditional gojo at the Yemin Orde Youth Village helps Ethiopian-Israeli children
establish pride in their root.
PHOTO: LYNDA TALLER-WAKTER

Rabbi Moshe Salomon

up in the morning.
Rabbi Salomon explained that he had
wanted to encourage elders to join his
morning minyan, but one community
member sadly responded that with
nothing to do at 7:30 am, why would he
want to get up at 5:30 and extend his day.
The garden, however, has sprouted more
than the hot peppers used in traditional
Ethiopian cooking – it has helped the
elders ﬁnd a purpose, a job and a relevant
connection to the community.
The Yemin Orde Youth Village – which
faces the once-lush Mount Carmel before
ﬁres ravaged the planted forests – is under
the leadership of passionate educator
Shmuli Bing. He is determined to narrow
the gap between most Israelis and youth
born to immigrant parents. A father of
ﬁve, Bing served with the Israel Defense
Forces as a company commander in the
Education Corps.
Youth villages were established in the

new State of Israel to take care of the
many orphaned youngsters who came to
Israel after having lost their parents and
families in the Holocaust. Many of the 400
young people who live in the Yemin Orde
Youth Village, one of 50 youth villages in
Israel, are second generation Russians,
Ethiopians and French Jews – but the
number of Ethiopians is increasing.
While Bing is hopeful the need for
youth villages will eventually become
obsolete, he is working to instil purpose in
the lives of youth at the village – many of
whom come from poor families with
parents who were unsuccessful in integrating into Israeli society.
The teenagers struggle socially, academically and culturally. Many must overcome
cultural norms that pose as subtle and
unexpected barriers to advancement. For
example, he said, not looking in another’s
eyes is a sign of respect in some immigrant
cultures, while in mainstream society it
signals an absence of conﬁdence main-

stream society.
Racheli Yaso, an Ethiopian immigrant
to Israel and who spent two years in an
absorption centre when she arrived at age
seven in 1984, and served in the Israeli
Defense Forces as a soldier-teacher for
children from underprivileged and
challenged backgrounds, is the director of
Visitor Relations at Yemin Orde.
Taking us on a tour of the village, Yaso
called particular attention to a gojo
(Ethiopian hut) and explained that
recreating the traditional gojo has helped
Ethiopian-Israeli children establish pride
in themselves and their roots. It is also a
favourite hideaway spot for couples, she
added jovially.
The youth village relies on funding
from the Jewish Agency for Israel and
from friends and partners. Bing is conﬁdent that their programs are on the right
track.
“If we do a great job,” he said, “there
won’t be another Yemin Orde.”
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OJCS high school decision was ‘tough but necessary’
While “difﬁcult and painful,” this is an opportunity to explore
and create new models for Jewish education, writes Andrea Freedman,
president and CEO of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa, in announcing
the formation of a task force to examine sustainable Jewish education
for high school-aged students in the community.

T

he Board of Directors of the
Ottawa Jewish Community
School (OJCS) made the unenviable decision to phase out its
high school. The decision was difﬁcult
and painful, yet done in the long-term
best interest of the school and our
community and I commend the Board
for its courage under challenging circumstances. People get involved in community life because they want to build a
stronger community and it takes committed people to determine that a
stronger community sometimes requires
a re-examination and not unlimited
support for a model that is not
sustainable.
Over the past few weeks, the majority
(but certainly not all) of my conversa-

tions with community members regarding OJCS’s decision to close the high
school, contained the following three
themes: 1) a lack of surprise given the
school’s small size; 2) regret, concern and
sadness at the decision, while appreciating that this was an appropriate
decision; 3) asking what is next, where
does our community go from here?
As part of the Jewish Federation of
Ottawa’s support for this tough but
necessary decision, we are forming an
immediate task force to examine sustainable Jewish education for teens in our
community.
Like many others in the community, I
have reﬂected on the broader community
implications of this decision. While there
are many challenges, and these are

explored by others in the Ottawa Jewish
Bulletin, I choose to focus on the positive.
First and foremost, this decision has
served as a wake-up call for our community with new volunteers wanting to tackle
the complex issue of Jewish education
with renewed energy and passion. In
order for the Federation’s task force to be
successful, we need representatives from
this grassroots cohort to participate,
contribute and help shape the future,
alongside other committed leaders in the
community.
As part of this process, we need to do a
deeper dive and explore why not enough
families are making the decision to send
their children to Jewish day school in
general and high school in particular.
Winnipeg, a community with a similarly

PHOTO: HOWARD SANDLER

Andrea Freedman says, “Passionate
conversation about Jewish education is
in itself very positive.”

sized Jewish community, has 510 young
people enrolled in kindergarten through
Grade 12 at Gray Academy, their
See Freedman on page 5
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Freedman: OJCS decision ‘a wake-up call for our community
Continued from page 4

community school. While 510 is an
enviable number, there was also a 16 per
cent drop in enrolment there in the past
year. In Ottawa, enrolment in our
community school is more comparable to
Calgary with 250 students and a Jewish
population of 8,000. A few years ago,
Federation researched the reasons why so
many families were not choosing Jewish
day education. While cost was a factor, it
was not the only or even primary factor.
We need to explore this further.
The OJCS’s decision to re-examine the
high school is not the result of a lack of
investment in Jewish education. On an
annual basis, Federation invests
$780,000 in Jewish education, 70 per
cent of which is allocated to OJCS.
I conducted an informal survey of
several Jewish Federations in Canada
(Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg and
Vancouver), and the Jewish Federation of
Ottawa invests on average 200 per cent

more per child enrolled in our community school. Because of the signiﬁcant
investment already being made, the task
force needs to explore whether there are
possible synergies with other organizations and schools in the community and/
or less expensive ways of offering a high
school education, if it is only desired by a
small, yet important group. There is not
an inﬁnite pool of resources in our
community and Federation takes the
responsibility of ensuring that these
precious dollars are allocated to maximize impact.
As there are approximately 900 high
school-aged Jewish teens in our community, and less than three per cent
attend OJCS, even if a new model proves
more attractive, we have to offer alternative Jewish experiences for the majority
of teens who will never attend Jewish
high school. They have to be afforded the
opportunity to participate in Jewish
youth groups, Jewish summer camps

and trips to Israel.
While formal Jewish education is
unquestionably the best way to engage in
Jewish learning, it is not the only way.
When I look at community leaders today,
they come from diverse backgrounds and
experiences and I expect this trend will
continue.
This is an opportunity for us to explore
how best to entice more families to make
more Jewish choices for themselves, for
their children, and for our future.
Ottawa has always been and will
always be a terriﬁc community. In the
same time span that the decision to close
the high school was announced, more
than 600 people participated in Mitzvah
Day; camps and schools worked collaboratively on the next steps involved in
bringing shinshinim, young Israeli
emissaries who will infuse our commun-

ity with the Zionist spirit, to Ottawa next
year; and educators from every day and
supplemental school participated in
joint, high-level training to enhance
teaching techniques. These and many
other exciting and important initiatives
took place, all with the intent of strengthening Jewish knowledge, learning and
our community.
It has been a difﬁcult time for our
community, and yet the fact that so many
people are engaged in a passionate
conversation about Jewish education is
in itself very positive. The work of the
task force will not be easy, but, through a
combination of goodwill, innovation,
partnership and a thoughtful process, I
am conﬁdent our community will rise to
the occasion. Every challenge is also an
opportunity – so let’s work together and
take advantage of this one.
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JONATHAN FREEDMAN
HILLEL OTTAWA

H

FROM THE
PULPIT

illel Ottawa is proud to be the
home away from home for
Jewish students. We provide a
safe pluralistic environment
where students can explore, question,
discuss and ﬁnd answers relating to their
Jewish identity, relationship with Israel,
and Jewish brethren around the world.
Above all, we are here when students need
a place to be themselves or need a
sympathetic ear.
Our on- and off-campus activities focus
on two main areas: Jewish social engagement and Israel advocacy initiatives.

RABBI ARI GALANDAUER
YOUNG ISRAEL

T

here’s a saying that the only two
certainties in life are death and
taxes. The story of Esther
highlights the former, yet also
mentions the latter.
The ﬁnal chapter of Megillat Esther
begins, “Vayasem Hamelech Achashverosh Mas Al Haaretz V’al Iyay Hayam
(King Achashverosh levied a tax on the
population of his entire kingdom).”
Most commentaries wonder why this
little tidbit of information is so important as to necessitate inclusion in the ﬁnal
few lines of the Megillah. Rabbi Eliyahu
Kramer, the Vilna Gaon, points out the
concept of taxes actually appears once
before in the Megillah.
In chapter two, right after King
Achashverosh marries Esther, he gave a
tax break to all the countries in his
empire. Why would he do that? The

Hillel Ottawa provides
home away from home
for university students
On the social side, we have had more
than 40 unique activities so far this school
year, including a kick-off barbecue that fed
more than 250 new and returning students, and a Chanukah ball attended by
more than 200.
Our biweekly Shabbat dinners build
community and allow Jewish students to
socialize. At our two biggest Shabbat
dinners, we hosted more than 80 students!
We have also increased our reach to serve
graduate students and those studying
medicine and law with programming
tailored to their needs.
We are already preparing for Passover.
As in previous years, we are making
arrangements for students staying in town
to get kosher food and meals, and we are
matching interested students with
generous hosts in the community so they
can attend seders.
On the political side, one of our bigger
events this year was the Parliamentary

Wine and Cheese, where more than 100
politically engaged students celebrated the
strong bond and shared values between
Canada and Israel with members of
Parliament from all of the major parties.
We strive to teach students to be informed
and show them that participation in the
democratic process is the only way to
ensure their concerns will be heard.
On the advocacy side, our work is
constant. A dedicated team of student
leaders works diligently with our Hillel
staff, Scott Goldstein and Noah Borer, to
provide students with a safe environment
on campus.
Our well-trained student leaders work
on three initiatives. One is pro-Israel
advocacy. We run information tables on
campus, host guest speakers and create
other engagement opportunities to
educate all students about Israel. Our
second effort surrounds monitoring
anti-Israel activities on campus and taking

The Megillah teaches us to open
our eyes and see the truth
Vilna Gaon explains that Achashverosh
was so desperate to ﬁnd out Queen
Esther’s nationality that he offered to
give her country of origin a tax break in
order to induce her to reveal her nationality. When Esther did not relent, and to
prove his sincerity, Achashverosh gave
all the countries in his empire a tax
break.
Of all the characters in the Megillah,
Achashverosh is the only one who is
keenly aware of all the events and
experiences them all ﬁrst hand. He is
the one who threw a 180-day party to
celebrate the conclusion of the 70-year
prophecy marking the Temple’s
destruction.
He summons Vashti in a ﬁt of drunkenness, and has her executed in a ﬁt of
rage. He chooses as his queen the one
woman who should never have made the
cut due to her ancestry.
Achashvesrosh promotes Haman and
partners with him in his despicable plot
to annihilate all the Jews, and he alone
watches as the entire plot backﬁres with
the revelation that the wife he chose is
herself a Jew!
Achashverosh has Haman hanged,
Mordechai promoted, and the Jewish
people are saved.
Achashverosh is the one person, who
experiences the divine hand behind the

Purim saga. One would therefore expect
that, after such an incredible journey,
Achashverosh would be changed forever.
He would see the incredible hand of God
that unfolded before his eyes, embrace
the reality of God’s existence, and act
accordingly.
Yet, what is the very ﬁrst thing
Achashverosh does when things get back
to normal?
What lesson has he taken from the
experience of the last 15 years?
What is the top priority for him and
his kingdom?
The tax break! His money!
Now that he knows Queen Esther’s
ancestry, there’s no point in continuing
with the tax cut. So what does he do?
The Megillah testiﬁes, “King Achashverosh levied a tax.”
Incredible, and unbelievable! After all
he’d been through, his only concern was
his lost revenue. The Megillah authors
highlighted this to teach us that human
nature is such that it can come face to
face with reality and truth, and continue
on as though nothing has happened.
One of the hardest things in life is to
be motivated to change. Any experience
is only as powerful and memorable as we
want it to be. It is our task to open our
eyes and see the truth around us and,
like Queen Esther, to act on it.

action when appropriate. The third, and
very important, area is our effort to build
bridges with other student groups. Over
time, this has been quite successful. For
example, we hosted young Israelis, both
Jewish and Arab, and they met with
student leaders from Muslim and Arab
groups for meals and discussion. This type
of activity is the best way to develop
mutual awareness and respect.
This year, we decided to implement a
new timeframe for student leadership
positions in order to maintain momentum
from year to year. The new leadership was
installed in January to allow student
leaders to work as a team through the
winter term, and prepare for September.
We welcome Shelby Levine as citywide
president and thank Arielle Ellis – now the
“Campus Life” columnist for the Ottawa
Jewish Bulletin – for her work over the past
year-and-a-half.
Finally, remember when you give to the
Jewish Federation of Ottawa Annual
Campaign, your gift supports agencies
such as Hillel Ottawa. However, our
modest budget also requires independent
fundraising. Gifts can be made online
through our secure system linked to www.
hillelottawa.ca/invest-in-us.
We wish you a happy and kosher
Passover, and, if you’d like to host a
student at your seder, contact Scott
Goldstein at director@hillelottawa.ca or
613-236-2345, ext.1.
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MICHAEL REGENSTREIF

T

IDEAS AND
IMPRESSIONS

here were a couple of disturbing
stories out of Montreal late last
month as we worked on this issue
of the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.
The ﬁrst involved a swastika attack,
February 23, on four cars in the garage
of an apartment building in the west end
neighbourhood of Notre Dame de Grâce
– more popularly known by its initials,
NDG – an area and building with many
Jewish residents. Not only were the cars
defaced by crudely painted Nazi swastikas, envelopes were left at the scene
with single bullets and the message,
“You Will Die.”
“This was not just an act of simple
vandalism, but a crime targeting the
Jewish community,” said Rabbi Reuben
Poupko, speaking on behalf of the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs.
To their credit, Montreal police are
investigating the attack as the hate crime

JASON MOSCOVITZ

T

he next federal election will
soon be upon us and there’s a
growing sense that, between the
Liberals and the Conservatives,
who wins Quebec will win the election.
Quebec is a funny place at election
time because Quebecers have a tendency
to vote en masse. Parties have been
known to sweep French Quebec, pocketing at least two-thirds of the province’s
75 seats. In this election, there will be 78.
The ﬁrst election I covered was in 1974.
Based in Montreal, I witnessed a strange
phenomenon when Pierre Trudeau’s
Liberals won most of the Quebec seats
without needing to do much campaigning. The vote was strategic and automatic.

Canada takes a strong stand
against global rise of anti-Semitism
it clearly was – at press time, there had
yet to be any arrests – and Quebec’s
provincial legislature, the National
Assembly, unanimously passed a motion
condemning the crime.
Incidents of anti-Semitism have been
on the rise globally in recent months,
most spectacularly in Europe where four
Jewish shoppers were murdered in a
terrorist attack on a kosher supermarket
in a Paris suburb and a Jewish volunteer
guard was murdered outside a synagogue
in Copenhagen.
In Ottawa, this rise in global anti-Semitism has not gone unnoticed by our
political leaders. On February 24, the
House of Commons unanimously passed a
motion condemning the “alarming
increase in anti-Semitism worldwide,”
noting “the ﬁrebombing of synagogues
and community centres, the vandalizing
of Jewish memorials and cemeteries,
incendiary calls for the destruction of
Israel and the Jewish people, and anti-Jewish terror.”
The motion, which followed a fourhour discussion introduced by
Multiculturalism Minister Jason Kenney
and Liberal MP Irwin Cotler, a former
justice minister, noted, “This global
anti-Semitism constitutes not only a
threat to Jews but an assault on our

shared democratic values and our
common humanity.”
Our parliamentarians also recognized
the role of delegitimization efforts against
the State of Israel in promoting anti-Semitism by reafﬁrming the statement in the
2010 Ottawa Protocol on Combating
anti-Semitism that “criticism of Israel is
not anti-Semitic, and saying so is wrong.
But singling Israel out for selective
condemnation and opprobrium – let
alone denying its right to exist or seeking
its destruction – is discriminatory and
hateful, and not saying so is dishonest.”
The other disturbing story from
Montreal involved Judge Eliana Marengo
of the Quebec Court refusing to hear the
case of Rania El-Alloul, who was trying to
get her impounded car returned, because
she was wearing a hijab, the headscarf
worn by many Muslim women.
“Decorum is important. Hats and
sunglasses, for example, are not allowed,
and I don’t see why scarves on the head
would be. The same rules need to be
applied to everyone,” the judge explained.
While the appropriateness of the niqab
– which covers the face – may be debatable in court proceedings, there is nothing
about a hijab, which does not cover the
face or hide a person’s identity in any way,
that should have been called into ques-

Quebec seats are the key
to victory in 2015 election
The Liberals swept Quebec in 1974,
1979 and 1980. But then the ﬂoor caved
in and they haven’t done well in Quebec
since. That is 35 years. And since that last
Liberal surge in 1980, French Quebecers
have continued to vote en masse, except
with different partners.
In 1984 and 1988, Brian Mulroney’s
Progressive Conservatives took Quebec
the way the Liberals had done it before
them. Quebecers went from Liberal red to
Tory blue without blinking. Again, the
remarkable thing was how strategic the
vote was, and how automatic in nature.
All Progressive Conservatives had to do, it
seemed, was put their name on the ballot.
With the demise of the Progressive
Conservatives in the 1993 election,
newcomers came to claim the throne in
Quebec. The Bloc Québécois was a new
party, but the scenario was exactly the
same. French Quebec voted the same
way in ridings across the province.
For a decade and a half, the separatist
Bloc held strong in Quebec and, when it
was time to bid them adieu as a political
force, newcomers again replaced them,
en masse. In 2011 Jack Layton’s NDP

swept the province in what was called
the “orange crush.” The NDP had no
history in the province and seemingly
came out of nowhere to win big.
For many, it was Layton’s victory. All
those seats in Quebec had his name
written on them and, with his untimely
death soon after the vote in 2011, it is
now open season in Quebec. Quebec is
ripe for the picking. It has the earmarks
of an epic ﬁght with the national stakes
as high as they can be.
The NDP has much of its credibility
riding on those seats in Quebec. There is
nothing worse in politics than to be
dismissed as a ﬂuke, an accident, or a
one-shot deal. Without those 54 Quebec
seats, the NDP will resume its traditional
place as the third party in Parliament, far
from power; and, worse, far from ever
being taken seriously.
For the Liberals, there is the irony of
reaching for the success Justin Trudeau’s
father had in Quebec, while understanding it was also his father who killed
Liberal chances in Quebec over the past
35 years.
The repatriation of the Constitution
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tion. So far as I know, this was the ﬁrst
time a judge in Canada has made such a
ruling.
From this judge’s statement, a Sikh
wearing a turban or a Jew wearing a
kippah would be similarly barred from
court. This should not be an issue in our
multicultural society.

RAV BARRY TO STAY
AT AGUDATH ISRAEL
Exactly a month ago, we reported that
Rabbi Barry Schlesinger had tendered his
resignation – to take effect this coming
summer – from Agudath Israel
Congregation and that the congregation
would commence an immediate search
for a new spiritual leader.
Just as I was completing this column
– the last thing to be written before the
Bulletin goes to press – it was announced
that Rav Barry and the congregation had
reached an agreement for him to continue
as Agudath Israel’s rabbi.
According to a statement issued by
Agudath Israel President Howie Levine
and First Vice-President and Ritual
Committee Chair Stuart McCarthy, “Rav
Barry has agreed to continue as Agudath
Israel’s rabbi, with a shared vision
providing stability and an opportunity to
grow as the process of merger discussions
continues with Congregation Beth
Shalom.”
That the congregation and rabbi were
able to ﬁnd the common ground to move
forward was a positive development on
Ottawa’s congregational landscape.
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
were milestone achievements in English
Canada, but were soundly rejected by
French Quebec. Until now, French
Quebecers have not forgiven or forgotten
– and that is what Trudeau ﬁnds himself
up against: the ghost of his father.
Stephen Harper knows the key
nationally to winning the election is to
break the pattern of strategic voting in
French Quebec by taking 15 to 20, even
25 seats. He knows his Conservatives
cannot sweep and they would never be
the automatic strategic choice.
In Quebec, the Conservatives are seen
as too right wing, too hard on crime, too
easy on Israel, too English and too
western. And, yet, they hope they can
win up to a third of the seats.
The prime minister will make the case
that Quebecers are not as left leaning as
Quebec’s journalists and academics,
which explains his recent scathing attack
on Radio-Canada’s journalists who, he
said, “hate” conservative values.
He will seek out conservative-minded
people in Quebec who don’t advertise or
advocate their conservatism and hope
there are enough of them to help him
turn the corner.
Historic voting patterns are hard to
break. But, without Jack Layton and with
the ghost of Pierre Trudeau, he may have
a chance.
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Editor’s note: The articles and commentaries in our February 23 issue
on the decision of the Ottawa Jewish
Community School (OJCS) Board of
Directors to phase out the high school
division generated much discussion and
comment. Some comments have been
edited for length and accuracy.
OJCS HIGH SCHOOL (1)
While I understand the board’s
reasoning, I disagree with their solution.
While it is true that over the past two
years, only seven students have proceeded to the high school after Grade 8,

[there are some current Grade 8 students] who wanted to continue this fall
and the OJCS Board is turning [them
away]. We can’t let this happen.
I agree the lower school must be
safeguarded and the Board must ensure
that is the case. This is a failure of the
community as a whole. The community
as a whole must raise the money to keep
the high school viable and, at the same
time, we must identify the obstacles to
Jewish families in Ottawa sending their
children to Jewish high school.
While it is true that other Jewish
communities also have problems, the

closure of the high school in particular,
and community problems in general, are
not inevitable and they can be
addressed, if enough of us take responsibility for ﬁxing them. In Vancouver, a
thriving Jewish high school has been
created in the past 10 years. The Jewish
community in Ottawa can accomplish
the same thing. If our Jewish high school
is not serving us well, the solution is not
to close it, but to change it so that it
serves us better.
All we need is six per cent of Jewish
high school students to attend the
Jewish high school to reach the number
the Board’s email says would be
required.
As a community, we can make that
happen. We can endow scholarships. We
can endow teaching positions. We can
create funds whose proceeds go to fund
specialized programs at the high school.
There is so much we can do to make the
school a success. Failure should not be
considered an option.
Friends and neighbours, ask yourself
what you can do to ﬁx this problem and
make sure that a high quality Jewish
high school is available in Ottawa for
generations to come.
David Roytenberg
OJCS HIGH SCHOOL (2)
I am a parent immediately affected by
this decision, as my son is currently in
Grade 8. Some may say you don’t need
Jewish day school education to be a Jew,
and we can have all kind of lengthy
discussions in this regard. However, my
family has been effectively stripped of
our choice.
I spoke with a current Grade 12
student at OJCS and he said something
very interesting. He will graduate this
year, so the decision to close OJCS won’t
affect him directly. He said the school is
not for everyone, but it is for him and the
other students attending. As such, the
Jewish Federation of Ottawa has a
responsibility to help provide what every
Jewish child needs.
Andrea Stevens
OJCS HIGH SCHOOL (3)
In short, this was a decision made
without the prior consultation of either
parents or the community-at-large.
There was no call to action. Despite

regular emails from the school, not a
single one identiﬁed an imminent crisis,
made a call for action, or raised any
concern whatsoever regarding either a
ﬁnancial or enrolment crisis that would
effectively result in a fundamental
change to the Jewish education landscape in Ottawa.
This being said, there is an opportunity to put it in the past. First, the Board
and Federation should work together to
ﬁnd a way to immediately overturn the
decision. Both the decision and how it
occurred was wrong, but it can be ﬁxed.
Second, the Board should make an
immediate call to action to leverage
those in the community who are
passionate about ensuring day school
Jewish education exists for the entire
community in Ottawa. Everything
should be on the table. This should
include recruitment at all grade levels
from outside the system, cost structure,
budgets, scholarships and fundraising.
The Board should not do this alone
behind closed doors, but in partnership
with the community. Every email sent by
the school should have a short piece on
what needs to be done now by us all to
move the school forward. There should
never again be the absence of communication with parents and the community-at-large, especially when the topic of
school closure is on the table.
Third, as a community, we need to
come together and work toward a
solution. I know this is already happening at a fast pace as there are many
passionate members of the community
who are simply not accepting this
decision. Perhaps this is the silver lining
in all of this, bringing together members
of all parts of the Jewish community
with one goal in mind, saving the Jewish
high school.
I hope and fundamentally believe this
can be done in partnership with both the
Board and Federation. Perhaps, in the
end, we will have a stronger and more
uniﬁed Jewish community.
Lewis Retik
OJCS HIGH SCHOOL (4)
I was surprised and disappointed to hear
the news of the high school’s closure. Our
son has thrived in the school. He won’t be
directly affected – he graduates this year
See Mailbag on page 9

March Home
Inspection Tip:

ELEVATED HOME INSPECTION
offers the following services:
| Pre-Purchase Home Inspections
| Pre-Listing or Pre-Sale Home Inspections
| Pre-Renovation Inspections
| Maintenance Inspections

Open blinds and drapes during
the winter to allow sunshine in
and save on energy costs.
Ensure drapes do not block
heating registers when closed.
Visit us on the web
www.elevatedhomeinspection.ca

Michael Levitan, BID
|613|286-8925
elevatedhome@gmail.com
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
“When Adar enters, joy increases.”
Happy Purim!
Supporting children with autism and their families
2015 JNF Negev Dinner
JNF Canada creates thriving partnerships with multiple
agencies and organizations in Israel so that families wishing to
create legacies have multiple options. Through its partnership
with ALUT, the Israeli Society for Autistic Children, founded in
1974 by parents of an autistic child, JNF has helped to improve
the lives of children with autism and their families. In addition,
by supporting autism research and facilities for children with
autism, JNF is helping to position Israel as a leader in quality of
life for all individuals.
On October 15, 2015, JNF Ottawa hopes to further Israel’s
global position by devoting all funds raised for the 2015 JNF
Ottawa Negev Dinner honouring Allan and Barry Baker to
an important research initiative to be conducted at the Autism
Centre at Assaf Harofeh Medical Centre in Tel Aviv. The centre
specializes in early detection of autism using current diagnostic
methods. In addition, the centre is involved in various research
projects, both with in-house researchers and in collaboration
with other hospitals and universities. The goals are to promote
the understanding of autism and to develop current and effective
intervention methods and models.

Follow-up study of young children with autism
Specifically, the funds from this year’s Negev Dinner will be
directed to a long-term follow-up study of young children with
autism spectrum disorder focussing on adaptive skills, social
skills and medical problems, and the impact of many variables on
outcomes to help parents gain insight into their own influence on
ensuring the best possible quality of life for a child with autism.

Be a VIP visitor, enjoy culinary delights,
meet Israel’s pioneers,
and attend the President’s official residence
Thinking of going to Israel? Why not go 5-star and express
your solidarity with Israel on the JNF Mission, May 12-21, 2015?
Priced at $3,300 U.S. (per person, based on double occupancy, from Toronto), this unique Mission will bring people together from around the world.
There will be many experiences to enjoy, including a VIP
access tour to an IDF base and a Seed Planting in Eshtaol. As
this is a Shmita year, there will be no tree planting. Instead we
respect the biblical concept and plant seeds in special containers.
When they sprout after the Shmita, your seeds will be planted in
the ground. You will also experience an informative visit to I-24
News, the Israeli TV news station in Jaffa, and attend a memorable ceremony at the residence of the President of the State of
Israel, Reuven Rivlin.

Sefer Hayeled Inscriptions
Asher James Burton Cantor by proud grandparents Marcia
and Barry Cantor;
Judah Zion Cracower, Eden Molly Mizrahi and Ethan
Samuel Mizrahi by proud grandparents, Naomi Lipsky
Cracower and Allan Cracower.

On a daily basis you can plant
trees for all occasions. An attractive card is sent to the recipient.
To order, call the JNF office
(613.798.2411).

ottawa.jnf.ca

– but I certainly can understand the angst this decision
has caused parents and students in the lower grades.
Obviously, we need to recognize the importance of
sustainability and viability in everything we do, but the
question that troubles me is: Why was the decision to
close the school announced as a ﬁnal decision, when
an alternative – a ﬁrm and straightforward (and if
necessary stark) declaration of the problem could also
have been stated? Sure, the writing could have been seen
to be on the wall by the Board of Directors of both the
Federation and OJCS, but, as far as I can tell, no one let
the community-at-large know there was a real and
imminent possibility of the high school closing – until
the bomb dropped.
Crisis situations can sometimes galvanize solutions.
Clearly, this has happened, with an ad hoc community
group formed to ﬁnd answers and a road to sustainability. But I wonder why this crisis couldn’t have been
managed more effectively by making a different
announcement – that the school truly will need to close
unless a solution to the serious ﬁnancial and enrolment
problems is achieved. There could be a short timeline for
action and resolution and, maybe, through the collective
will of the people who care most about the school, a
viable long-term answer could be discovered.
The school, as it is now, has a rather spectacular
dichotomy. Judging from parents and students enrolled
there (and alumni), it has been an absolute success in
fostering Jewish identity, academic standards and
sustainability – if this is deﬁned as the attitudes of
children and parents who enrol in Grade 9 and stay
through Grade 12 – leaving them absolutely satisﬁed that
they made the right decision to enrol in this school.
However, there are plenty of students who have chosen
not to attend; enough to create a ﬁnancially unviable
situation.
I don’t know whether there can be solutions to bridge
the gap and increase enrolment and funding. However,
those committed to working to ﬁnd these answers
should be given the opportunity through a reconsideration of the closure decision.
Mark Buckshon

She was premier Dalton McGuinty’s education minister when the Liberal Government refused to fund our
schools and has done nothing to change that as premier.
Dani Schwartz
PALESTINIANS HOLD THE KEY
Mira Sucharov argues the “crux of the Israeli-Palestinian
conﬂict has been that neither side has been willing to
truly recognize the material and identity needs of the
other (“Values, Ethics, Community,” February 9).”
While this may seem to be a fair and balanced judgment, it is intellectually dishonest. It is time to stop
attacking Israel by being an apologist for the self-destructive behaviour of those who see themselves as its
enemies. Nothing has done more to prolong Palestinians’
misery than their culture of victimhood, enabled and
perpetuated by those who cannot see beyond their
simplistic categorization of cultures and peoples.
I would refer Sucharov and Ottawa Jewish Bulletin
readers to the excellent analysis by the highly regarded Palestinian rights peace activist, Bassem Eid,
“We Palestinians hold the key to a better future,”
published February 12 by the Times of Israel.
http://tinyurl.com/palestinians-hold-key
Harvey Lithwick
Meitar, Israel

The Ottawa Jewish
Historical Society
together with

Congregation Beit Tikvah
of Ottawa
take pleasure in presenting:

From Russia to Ottawa,
One Man’s Life:
The Incredible Story
of Isaac Muzikansky
on

SCHOOL FUNDING
Given the Ontario government’s discrimination against
Jewish schools and those of other religions in funding
for non-Catholic faith-based schools (“From the Editor,
February 23), why is the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs bestowing its “Leadership Award” on Premier
Kathleen Wynne?

Please
support
our advertisers
and tell them
you saw
their ad
in the
Ottawa
Jewish
Bulletin.

Tuesday, March 17, 2015
8 pm
Congregation Beit Tikvah of Ottawa
15 Chartwell Avenue
Refreshments served

Community welcome

DID YOU KNOW?
Initially, in the early 1960s,
the building on Wurtemburg Street
was intended to provide care for 29
strictly ambulatory residents.
Architect Sidney Lithwick drew up
plans for a two-storey structure,
designed for future expansion.
An Admissions Committee,
chaired by Dr. Samuel Mirsky,
was to screen all applicants
to determine need.
At the time, there were about 150 Jewish people over the age of 70
in the Ottawa Jewish community.
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Five students celebrate bar and bat mitzvahs at special gala
BY BENJAMIN MILLER
FOR ROHR CHABAD STUDENT NETWORK

B

ar and bat mitzvah celebrations
are signiﬁcant rites of passage in
the life of young Jews, which
signal movement into adulthood and the young person’s taking
responsibility for him or herself.
Unlike buying a ﬁrst car or moving out
of the family home – and in a characteristically Jewish paradoxical way – bar
and bat mitzvah celebrants do not
achieve responsibility through
independence and separation, but
through commitment and closeness. Bar
and bat mitzvah literally means “son and
daughter of the commandments”
because, as in our relationship with our
parents, our relationship with the
commandments is meant to be one of
both love and commitment.
This mix of love and commitment was
evident, February 7, in the elegantly
decorated social hall of Congregation
Beth Shalom, as the Rohr Chabad Student
Network (CSN) held its annual Bar and
Bat Mitzvah Gala. Friends and family
gathered to support ﬁve young Jewish
men and women who did not have the
ceremony when they were 13 and 12.
The mood was ecstatic as the bar and
bat mitzvah celebrants made speeches
and guests enjoyed the food and dancing. Bar mitzvah celebrant Etienne

(From left) Yocheved Boyarsky, Victoria Frank, Kaylee Avrashi, bar mitzvah celebrant Jordan Haug, Rabbi Chaim Boyarsky, Sammy Hudes, Cody
Miller, Rabbi Menachem Blum, Rabbi Reuven Bulka and Steve Gordon enjoy the CSN’s annual Bar and Bat Mitzvah Gala, February 7, at
Congregation Beth Shalom.

Gabrysz Forget said his favourite part of
the evening was the dancing, especially
“being on the Rabbi’s shoulders.” As
always, CSN’s Rabbi Chaim Boyarsky was
the life of the party.
The heart of the evening was undoubtedly the stories told by the bar and bat
mitzvah celebrants. Ben Felix said his
Judaism was reignited while playing

basketball in Israel. Maggie Perron
recalled experiences from her childhood
spent on a reserve near Belleville.
Etienne Gabrysz Forget spoke about how
his grandmother escaped the Holocaust.
Jordan Haug recounted his curiosity as a
toddler watching Chassidic Jews walk to
shul on Shabbat while Tamara MascischCohen explained how the Jewish value

of optimism runs through the women in
her family.
There was a strong feeling of community for the celebrants and the guests
who joined them at the gala.
“Celebrating with the community I
have become a part of was incredible,”
said bat mitzvah celebrant Tamara
Mascisch-Cohen.
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Noted scholar to discuss
Jews of the Far East at OTC
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MICHAEL GENNIS
Sales Representative

BY RABBI MENACHEM BLUM
OTTAWA TORAH CENTRE CHABAD

S

cholar-in-residence Rabbi Marvin
Tokayer will share the amazing
story of the Jews of China, Japan
and India at a community Shabbat
dinner following Kabbalat Shabbat
services on Friday, March 20, at the new
Ottawa Torah Centre Chabad, 111 Lamplighters Drive in Barrhaven. Services
begin at 6 pm and the dinner at 6:45.
Rabbi Tokayer is a noted scholar and
historian who joined the United States
Air Force and served as chaplain after
receiving his rabbinic ordination in 1962.
Based in Japan, his assignment included
monthly duty in Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan,
the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam,
where he was chaplain for Jewish servicemen at U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and Air
Force bases.
In 1968, following his marriage to Mazal
Ovadia, he became rabbi of the Jewish
community in Japan, where he lived until
1981. For most of that period, he was the
only rabbi in the Far East.
While in Japan, he was professor of
Classical Hebrew at Waseda University in
Tokyo and located a lost Jewish cemetery
in Nagasaki. He served as vice-president
of the Federation of Jewish Communities
of Southeast Asia and the Far East, and
wrote more than 20 books in Japanese
about Judaica and Japan. He also co-wrote
two books in English: Pepper Silk & Ivory:
Amazing Stories about Jews and the Far
East; and The Fugu Plan: The Untold Story
of the Japanese and the Jews during World
War II.
While in the Far East, Rabbi Tokayer
discovered the last Chinese Jews and
became spellbound by the threads of a
story he began piecing together. His

WESTBORO

Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, who spent nearly two
decades in the Far East, will speak at the
Shabbat dinner and Kiddush luncheon,
March 20-21, at Ottawa Torah Centre Chabad.

investigation took him throughout Asia,
and to Israel and Washington D.C. as he
searched for documents and tracked
down the people, both Jewish and
Japanese, who had taken part in the
rescue of Jews from the Holocaust.
Upon his return from Japan, he
founded and still leads the Cherry Lane
Minyan in Great Neck, New York.
A great storyteller, Rabbi Tokayer is
still very well respected in India, China
and Japan, where he returns annually to
lead tours of Jewish Asia.
Rabbi Tokayer will also speak at the
Kiddush luncheon on Saturday, March 21
about the heroic escape of Jews to Japan
and China during the Holocaust.
For more information and reservations, visit www.theOTC.org or call at
613-843-7770.

Your life. Family. Community.
At Kelly Funeral Home Carling Chapel,,
we provide the guidance and servicess
you need while honouring your faith
and traditions.

To learn more,
call Toohey Brown:

613-828-2313 kellyfh.ca

Kelly Funeral Home - Carling Chapell
by Arbor Memorial
2313 Carling Ave., Ottawa
Arbor Memorial Inc.

Outstanding contemporary
detached residence in the heart
of Westboro; steps from the
Ottawa River. Approx 3600 sq ft
in size, including basement
and HEATED garage. Jason Flynn
design – perfect for both family
use and entertaining with
impressive features, including
ICF block construction, high
velocity furnace, premium
maple flooring and generous
use of porcelain tiling, recessed
baseboards, and Euro Galley
Kitchen. Finished basement.
$1,349,000

LITTLE ITALY

Highly sought after warehouse
loft conversion (2 story)
in Little Italy. Exposed brick
and pine timber beams.
Includes storage locker
and 2 parking. Large master
suite loft with office/library area.
Large open concept kitchen/
LR/DR. 18+ ft ceilings and large
windows deliver tons of light.
Large terrace accessible from LR
and BR/office, balcony off MS.
2 large closets in MS
(one walk-in). Gas fireplace.
Maple kitchen with breakfast bar.
$709,900

1530 Merivale Road │ Ottawa │ Ontario │ K2G 3J7
Direct. 613.858.8210 │ Office. 613.254.6580
mgennis@sutton.com │ www.focusproperties.ca
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Torah Academy event to honour Ottawans
who have helped Israel Defense Forces soldiers
BY ADELE SIDNEY
FOR TORAH ACADEMY OF OTTAWA

T

orah Academy of Ottawa invites
the community to join in solidarity with Israeli soldiers at the
Ottawa premiere of the ﬁlm Beneath the Helmet on Monday, March 23 at
Centrepointe Studio Theatre. In addition to the ﬁlm, the evening will recognize
and honour a number of organizations
and individuals in Ottawa who have
helped – in a variety of ways – the soldiers
of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).
For the past 28 years, Ruth Aaron has
hosted an annual visit to Ottawa by
groups of wounded and disabled IDF
veterans. Close to 300 young Israelis
have beneﬁtted from the activities and
care provided by Ruth and her team of
volunteers to complement the treatment
these veterans receive through Beit
Halochem in Israel.
Tobin Kaiman will represent Ottawa
residents who have served in the IDF
over the years. As a lone soldier, Tobin
served in the Paratroopers Elite 101st
Division. After his service was completed, Tobin returned to Israel last
summer as a volunteer during Operation
Protective Edge. Soldiers like Tobin are
the people who have been “beneath the

Tobin Kaiman returned to Ottawa after
serving as a lone soldier in the IDF.

Ruth Aaron hosts annual visits to Ottawa by
wounded and disabled IDF veterans.

Leah Miller knits warm hats for IDF soldiers.
Over the past four years, she has sent 450
hats to Israel.

helmet” themselves and best understand the ﬁlm’s message.
Leah Miller has used her skill and
dedication for the past four years to knit
some 450 warm hats for Hats for Israeli
Soldiers. Leah has also recruited other
knitters in Ottawa and has organized the
shipment of completed hats to Israel
with volunteers who are travelling there
from Ottawa. Once received by Hats for

Israeli Soldiers, the hats are distributed
to appreciative IDF members. Tobin
Kaiman was himself a beneﬁciary of
Leah’s work.
Several Ottawans have gone to Israel
for short periods of volunteer duty on
IDF bases through Sar-El. Dale Fyman
and Ian Sadinsky co-chair the Ottawa
chapter of this international program.
The evening will begin with a buffet

dinner followed by the ﬁlm and recognition ceremony. It will culminate with a
dessert reception. Tickets for the full
evening are $100, while tickets for the
ﬁlm and dessert reception only are $36.
There will also be a commemorative
ad journal published in honour of the
event. To place an ad or purchase tickets,
contact Torah Academy at 613-274-0110
or events@torahacademyofottawa.com.
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Isaac and Mara Muzikansky enjoy a special occasion. Isaac will tell his story and perform
music, March 17, at Congregation Beit Tikvah.

Isaac Muzikansky’s journey
from the Soviet Union to Ottawa
BY ANNA BILSKY
OTTAWA JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

T

he Ottawa Jewish Historical
Society and Congregation Beit
Tikvah are delighted to invite
everyone to join us for what
promises to be a wonderful evening of
reminiscence and music, Tuesday, March
17, 8 pm, when Isaac Muzikansky tells his
story of growing up in the Soviet Union
and of immigrating to Canada.
Isaac grew up in Moldova when it was
part of the Soviet Union. Although
Jewishness had to be kept secret, Isaac’s
parents practised as much Yiddishkeit as
possible, celebrating Shabbat and
holidays quietly and secretly in their
small shul.
Isaac had a bar mitzvah and became an
electronics engineer. In 1970, he married
Mara, and their two children, Sam and
Paulina, were born in the Soviet Union. In
1980, the family had the opportunity to
leave the Soviet Union and come to
Canada, where they were “placed” in

Ottawa.
Members of the Jewish community
and Jewish Family Services helped to get
them settled. They learned English and
quickly got jobs in their ﬁelds: Isaac in
high-tech and Mara at Jewish Family
Services.
Isaac also became involved in Ottawa
Jewish community life. For many years,
he has been an active volunteer for Hillel
Lodge, the Chevra Kadisha, Creative
Connections, Jewish Family Services, and
other community organizations.
Music has always been Isaac’s avocation. He sings in many languages,
including Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino,
Russian and English, and plays guitar and
violin. As a child, he learned Yiddish
folksongs from his parents and will sing
many of them and tell his story of starting
a new life on March 17 at Beit Tikvah.
Please join us for this very special
evening. For more information, contact
Elaine Brodsky at 613-224-5786 or
elaine.brodsky@gmail.com.

CALL NOW
We have the professional medical team to thoroughly investigate
any hearing concerns, including tinnitus treatments, hearing aids,
hearing tests, and hearing accessories.

Schedule your Hearing Test TODAY!
613-728-HEAR

(4327)

RODNEY TAYLOR, DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY
Post-Doctoral Specialty Certificate in Tinnitus and Hyperacusis, Audiologist

1657 Carling Ave.

296 Metcalfe St.

2604 Draper Ave.

ahac.ca

Open House
March 26
9 am - 12 pm

Fourth Annual Passover Fair
to be held March 22
BY MARILYN SCHWARTZ
CHW – OTTAWA CENTRE

O

ttawa’s Fourth Annual
Passover Fair, a collaboration
of Canadian Hadassah-WIZO
(CHW), Na’amat Canada
and Congregation Beit Tikvah, will take
place on Sunday, March 22, 10:30 am
until 4:00 pm, at Congregation Beit
Tikvah, 15 Chartwell Avenue in Craig
Henry.
The Fair will feature local vendors
selling jewelry, Passover gifts, cosmetic
products, books, kosher-for-Passover
wines, and much more.

Creations made by members of the
Amit Chapter of CHW will include an
array of matzo covers, aﬁkoman bags,
aprons for children and adults, wine gift
bags made from Passover-themed
fabrics, stuffed animals wearing kippot,
and other functional crafts.
Proceeds from the Passover Fair will
beneﬁt the three groups’ projects locally
and in Israel.
For more information, contact Beit
Tikvah at 613-723-1800 or shul@cbto.org;
Deana Schildkraut of Na’amat at 613-7269595; or Marilyn Schwartz of CHW at
marilyn_sch1970@yahoo.ca.
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Creative
Connections
fundraiser
to feature
the songs
of Pete Seeger
BY ANNETTE PAQUIN
AJA 50+

F

or those over 50, it’s hard to think of songs like
“If I Had a Hammer,” “Guantanamera,” “So
Long, It’s Been Good to Know Yuh,” “Goodnight
Irene,” or “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena,” without
thinking of Pete Seeger, one of the most enduring and
best-loved folk singers of all time.
On March 29, at the Soloway Jewish Community
Centre (SJCC), AJA 50+ will present “If I Had a
Hammer: The Life and Times of Pete Seeger,” featuring
banjo-playing sociologist and folksinger Stephen Richer
who will offer an insightful and musically entertaining
look at the life and music of Seeger, who died last year at
age 94.
Richer is a professor emeritus at Carleton University,
where he headed the Sociology and Anthropology
Department and was co-ordinator of graduate studies.
He has also been a folk and protest singer since his

PHOTO: MICHAEL HARDGROVE

Folksinger Pete Seeger, then 91, records a song at his home in Beacon, N.Y., in May 2010 for an Israeli-organized
peace rally. He is accompanied by Walker Rumpf on guitar and Arava Institute for Environmental Studies alumni
Zack Korenstein and Sarah Schuldenfrei.

late-teens and was a singer-activist during the civil
rights and anti-Vietnam War movements. He now
teaches courses on the history of protest music at
Carleton’s Institute for Learning in Retirement.
All proceeds from this event will help support
Creative Connections, a weekly program for senior
members of AJA 50+ and the SJCC. It offers the elderly
senior, the senior new to Ottawa, the senior caregiver, or
the senior needing to stay connected to the community,
an ongoing program with their peers.
Participants enjoy a day of social, informational and
recreational activities, including gentle ﬁtness, lectures,

workshops and music.
For many, the songs of Pete Seeger deﬁned their
generation. This event will see the community come
together to celebrate and reminisce about his life and
music while helping raise much-needed funds for the
ongoing programming of Creative Connections.
Stephen Richer’s “If I Had a Hammer: The Life and
Times of Pete Seeger” takes place Sunday, March 29,
7:00 pm, at the Soloway Jewish Community Centre.
Tickets are $15 and will be available at the door or by
reservation by calling Flo Morgan at 613-224-8286.
Visit http://aja50plus.ca for further information.

Congregation Beth Shalom of Ottawa
Serving the Ottawa Community for 60 years

Farewell To Chapel Street Weekend │ Schedule of Events
Friday, March 27, 2015
Come join us for Kabbalat Shabbat services followed by a traditional Shabbat dinner
catered by Creative Kosher Catering.
Services begin at 6 pm
Cost for dinner: $36/adult; $18/children under 12

Images from our sanctuary

Saturday, March 28, 2015
Shabbat Services
Shabbat Haggadol, “the Great Shabbat,” which
immediately precedes the holiday of Passover,
will be celebrated during morning services, which
begin at 9:30 am. Join us all as we honour all past
presidents, board members and other volunteers
who, through their efforts and perseverance,
have contributed so much to what we are today.

Sunday, March 29, 2015

Community sponsored Kiddush to follow,
catered by Creative Kosher Catering.

Torah Procession to the Soloway Jewish Community Centre
Services begin at 151 Chapel Street at 8:30 am followed by a light breakfast

Saturday Night - Unplugged!
Eclectic music from the past & present.
A casual evening with friends.
Evening begins at 8:30 pm Free Admission.

Procession route:
10 am
Walk begins from Chapel Street to City Hall
11:30 am Torahs delivered to Soloway JCC
12 pm
Affixing of the Mezuzah at the Soloway JCC

For more information and to reserve for Shabbat dinner, call Anita at 613-789-3501, ext 221 or e-mail: anita@bethshalom.ca
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OJCS student hopes to save
her high school through
crowdfunding campaign
BY ELLA SABOURIN

I

’m in Grade 10 at the Ottawa Jewish
Community School and I’m writing
this article after learning the high
school will be phased out.
I have witnessed the school’s struggle
to attract students and have participated
in efforts to increase attendance. I’ve
written articles, created advertisements
and a Facebook page –www.facebook.com/
hoojcs – to raise awareness of the school
and the wonderful opportunities it
provides.
It breaks my heart that so many people
have passed up the OJCS high school.
From my Grade 8 class of 37 kids, only six
of us continued on to the high school.
Now I’m reaching out and making one
ﬁnal effort to save something beautiful
and to provide a Jewish high school to the
community of Ottawa.
My effort is not just due to religious
beliefs. I’m a Reform Jew and don’t go to
synagogue nearly enough. It’s because
the OJCS high school is something

special.
When I heard the high school would
close, I had an image of an empty funeral.
Even though this will devastate those
who have experienced the school
ﬁrst-hand, the vast majority of Ottawa’s
Jewish community won’t notice the
change.
So, why am I reaching out? It’s because
I’m an idealist and would like to raise
funds for the OJCS high school.
I know the odds are against me, but I’d
feel better going out having tried my best.
I got this idea from Don Draper, the
lead character on TV’s Mad Men, who also
put an article in the news when he was in
a tricky predicament. “If you don’t like
what’s being said, change the conversation, he said.
I have created an account at
www.gofundme.com/saverabin. If enough
is raised, perhaps the seven Grade 8
students who were planning to attend
the high school will be able to. Every
donation is appreciated.

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
“I look
forward
to exceeding
“I
look
forward to exceeding
your
your
expectations.”
– Yudi Chein
expectations.” Yudi Chein

613-853-8024
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Torah Academy
of Ottawa

I choose OJCS for my children

because...

T O R A H A C A D E M Y O F O T TA W A
PRESENTS

THE PREMIERE OTTAWA SCREENING OF

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2015
C E N T R E P O I N T E S T U D I O T H E AT R E
1 0 1 C E N T R E P O I N T E D R I V E , O T TA W A , O N

IN RECOGNITION OF OTTAWA’S COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION
TO THE ISRAEL DEFENCE FORCES.

HONOURING
SAREL
PROGRAM

RUTH AARON
B E I T H A LO C H E M
CANADA

LEAH MILLER

TOBIN KAIMAN

H AT S F O R
ISRAELI SOLDIERS

LO N E S O L D I E R

DALE FYMAN
I A N S A D I N S KY
CO-CHAIRS

BUFFET DINNER, FILM AND DESSERT RECEPTION $100
F I L M A N D D E S S E R T R E C E P T I O N O N LY $ 3 6
DINNER 6:15 I PROGRAMME 7:15
T O P U R C H A S E T I C K E T S A N D O R T O P L A C E A N A D I N O U R C O M M E M O R AT I V E J O U R N A L
P L E A S E C O N TA C T T O R A H A C A D E M Y AT 6 1 3 . 2 7 4 . 0 1 1 0 O R E V E N T S @ T O R A H A C A D E M Y O F O T TA W A . C O M

“I want to continue a tradition that started
with my father, David ...to maintain and build upon
Jewish family values through top-quality education
and experience.”
- Jeremy Goldfarb, Hillel Academy class of 1992
Private Investment Advisor, RBC

Book your private tour now!
613-722-0020 | andrea.black@theojcs.ca | www.theojcs.ca
Respect. Responsibility. Reaching for Excellence.
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OJCS high school needs healing, not amputation
The decision to phase out the OJCS high school was
premature and a mistake, writes Ann Vallely, a
professor of religious studies at uOttawa, and mother
of OJCS students in Grades 5 and 10.

W

hat if the research is right?
What if all our efforts to
provide our children with a
rich Jewish education
during their elementary years are simply
sowing the seeds for an adolescent
rejection of their tradition?
This, it appears, is precisely what is
happening. Kathryn Owens of Jewish
Family Services has cited research showing
that faith-based education that ends when
adolescence begins is profoundly ineffective in inculcating a commitment to
tradition. Worse, it practically ensures its
rejection. In the subconscious mind of late
adolescence, early faith-based education
comes to be associated with SpongeBob,
Cap’n Crunch, and games of hide-andseek. In other words, with all that one has
out-grown.
As an anthropologist of religion who
has taught world religion courses to
thousands of university students over the
past 11 years, I have often encountered
the paradox Owens addressed. Students
who had early but not sustained exposure
to their faith traditions – be they Jewish,

Catholic, Hindu, etc. – were typically the
weakest students. They were often
cynical, disinterested and usually profoundly ignorant, not only of other
traditions, but of their own as well.
Fascinatingly, students who have had
absolutely no prior religious education
are among those who do the best. Their
interest in their own tradition emerges in
the context of maturity, and, as an
expression of their own self-directed
growth, they are eager to know more.
According to Owens, the adolescent
mind should be thought of as “under
construction.” It is a time of tremendous
growth in cognitive capacities, most
pointedly in the area of self-reﬂection and
critical thinking, which serves as the
foundation for the development of the
adult personality. During this tumultuous
and creative process, the stuff of childhood is up for grabs – to be retained or set
aside. For whatever reason – and there are
a great many intervening societal factors
– the commitment to a faith-based
tradition is commonly set aside, often
forcefully.

Every culture known to humanity
institutes rites of passage at precisely this
juncture because we know intuitively
what modern psychology now conﬁrms:
adolescence represents a kind of “birth,”
a profound rupture with early life that
needs to be honoured as well as handled
with care.
Students who continue in faith-based
education through their adolescent years
go through the same process of transition
as every other adolescent. They too
struggle with the “stuff of childhood” no
less than any other. But, now, they
confront a tradition that bears little
resemblance to the spinning of dreidels
and performance of Purim theatrics for
the delight of bubbies and zaydas (all of
which are precious and wonderful
engagements for the young child).
Now, they confront the full force of the
mature tradition – a grand, imposing and
intellectually demanding tradition that
has been nourished among the most
fertile minds known to humanity. And
here, most crucially, they ﬁnd their own
intellectual queries and existential
yearnings being asked and debated
within their tradition. The Jewish
tradition becomes the terrain upon which
this intellectual and spiritual wrestling
takes place. This is true every bit as much
for the secular Jew as for the Orthodox –
the tradition’s deep philosophical roots

transcend sectarianism. Indeed, they
speak directly to the human condition.
The Ottawa Jewish Community School
(OJCS) high school is an outstanding
intellectual learning environment
welcoming to the entire Jewish community – from the Orthodox to the secular
alike – where students apply the same
skills of critical thinking to every subject,
and where they excel academically.
[With the announcement that it will be
phased out], the OJCS high school is in a
very precarious position. But, as a vital
limb of the Ottawa Jewish communal
body, it is in need of healing, not amputation. Unfortunately, it has not yet received
any. Instead, the high school has suffered
neglect, treated as an orphan child.
OJCS Board members have an enormous responsibility on their shoulders.
Their job is bigger than that of ﬁnancial
responsibility, and requires a more
expansive vision.
The Board decided to close the high
school because at current enrolment
numbers it is not ﬁnancially viable. But
this is like the physician who, after
reading the declining vital signs of a
patient without even administering
oxygen, pronounces the patient’s doom.
The school needs healing. Let us try as a
community to provide it with that. The
decision to pull the plug was profoundly
premature, and profoundly mistaken.

Akiva School, in Montreal, is currently seeking a
JUDAIC STUDIES COORDINATOR
Starting August 2015
Reporting to the Director of Academics, the Judaic Studies Coordinator will
oversee the implementation of existing curricular programs and their continuity
from grade to grade. S/he will also be responsible for assessing and researching
new programs in order to strengthen the Judaic Studies program and align it
with the school’s strategic 21st century goals. The Judaic Studies Coordinator will
also have teaching responsibilities.
Qualifications for the position include:
x 3-5 years teaching experience
x Knowledge of best practices in teaching
x Extensive knowledge of the curriculum and complementary resources
x Fluency in Hebrew
x Strong Judaic Studies background or content knowledge
x Ability to serve as a role model for teachers
x Excellent interpersonal skills
x Ability to be a team player
Interested candidates should email their resumés with cover letter to Jennifer
Fraenkel, Head of School, at jennifer@akivaschool.com by March 17th, 2015.
450 Kensington
Westmount (Montreal)
Quebec H3Y 3A2
(514)939-2430
www.akivaschool.com
Akiva School is a co-ed English kindergarten and elementary school for students who have English
language eligibility. Akiva School also has a French section where the language of instruction is French for
kindergarten and elementary school.
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In support of the Bess and Moe Greenberg Family Hillel Lodge
In the Joseph and Inez Zelikovitz Long Term Care Centre

613-728-3990
Card Donations
Card donations go a long way to
improving the quality of life for our residents. Thank you for considering their
needs and contributing to their well-being.
On behalf of the residents and their
families, we extend sincere appreciation to
the following individuals and families who
made card donations to the Hillel Lodge
Long-Term Care Foundation between
February 4 to 18, 2015 inclusive.

HONOUR FUNDS
Unlike a bequest or gift of life insurance,
which are realized some time in the future,
a named Honour Fund (i.e., endowment
fund) is established during your lifetime.
By making a contribution of $1,000 or
more, you can create a permanent remembrance for a loved one, honour a family
member, declare what the Lodge has meant
to you and/or support a cause that you
believe in.
A Hillel Lodge Honour Fund is a permanent pool of capital that earns interest
or income each year. This income then
supports the priorities designated by you,
the donor.
Ruth and Irving Aaron Family Fund
In Memory of:
Joe Feller by Ruth and Irving Aaron
Yetta Rauchwerger by Ruth and Irving
Aaron
In Honour of:
Aklilu Afowerk Mazal tov on receiving the
Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award
with love by Ruth and Irving Aaron
Leah Cohen and Bruce Gaynes Mazal tov
on your marriage with love by Ruth and Irving
Aaron
Anne Brozovsky Mazal tov on Steven`s
engagement to Samantha Wolinsky with love
by Ruth and Irving Aaron
Marcia and Barry Cantor Mazal tov on
the birth of Asher Burton James Cantor with
love by Ruth and Irving Aaron
Bill and Leona Adler Memorial Fund:
In Memory of:
Jacqueline Riddiford by Marilyn Adler
Sid and Barbara Cohen Family Fund
R`fuah Shlema:
Kaysa Friedman by Barb and Sid Cohen

Friedberg and Dale Families Fund
In Memory of:
Father of Issie Rabinowitz by Elaine
Friedberg and Bob Dale
In Honour of:
Dr. Skip Kronick Happy 70th birthday by
Elaine Friedberg and Bob Dale
Dr. Harry Prizant Mazal tov on your
engagement to Linda by Elaine Friedberg and
Bob Dale
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
Samuel Dale beloved father by Bob Dale
R’fuah Shema:
Jennie Dale by Elaine Friedberg, Bob and
Jonathan Dale
Gunner Family Fund
In Memory of:
Benny Bleichman by Sol and Estelle
Gunner
Malcolm and Vera Glube
Endowment Fund
In Memory of:
Anne Abrams by Malcolm and Vera Glube
Fanyia Erlich by Malcolm and Vera Glube
Marilyn Rosentzveig by Malcolm and Vera
Glube
In Honour of:
Joan and Russell Kronick Mazal tov
on the birth of your granddaughter Delia by
Malcolm and Vera Glube
Doreen Mancini Happy big birthday by
Malcolm and Vera Glube

Harold and Lillian Shoihet
Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Jack and Eva Minuk In appreciation for
your kindness by Dovid Shoihet
Skulsky Family Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Norman Glube Happy special birthday
with love by Ray and Ernie Goldstein
Gerry Cammy Happy special birthday with
love by Ray and Ernie Goldstein
Bernie Dolansky Happy special birthday
with love by Ray and Ernie Goldstein
Milton and Mary (Terry) Viner
Family Fund
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
Dora Schaenfield by Millie, Fran and Stephen
Schaenfield
Fanny Belfer by Millie, Fran and Stephen
Schaenfield
Jake Belfer by Millie, Fran and Stephen
Schaenfield
Milton Viner by Millie, Fran and Stephen
Schaenfield
Eric Weiner and Arlene Godfrey
Family Fund
In Honour of:
Paul Weiner Happy birthday with love by
Carol Gradus
***********

Marcia and Barry Cantor Mazal tov
on the birth of your grandson Asher Burton
James Cantor with love by Susan and Charles
Schwartzman
Norman Glube Happy special birthday with
love by Bev, Bryan, Alison and Rob Glube
Gerry Cammy Happy special birthday by
Bev and Bryan Glube
IN MEMORY OF:
Lenke Rosenfeld by Barbara Schulman;
and by Norm Bloom
Anne Abrams by Molly Hirsch, Eric Elkin,
Nina and Ben; and by Hedy and Michael Segal
and family
Grandfather of Jess Speir by Laurie
Chochinov
Bernard Blumenthal by Susan and Charles
Schwartzman
Bernard Palevsky Mendelson by Susan
and Charles Schwartzman and family
Jenny Perchikovsky by the Residents,
Board and Staff of Hillel Lodge
Lewis Cass by the Residents, Board and
Staff of Hillel Lodge; and by Morley and Diane
Brownstein
Ester Polinovsky by the Residents, Board
and Staff of Hillel Lodge
Jacqueline Riddiford by the Residents,
Board and Staff of Hillel Lodge
Helen Zawalsky by Arlene and Gary Bonn
Marilyn Rosentzveig by Arlene and
Norman Glube
R’FUAH SHLEMA:
Grace O`Farrell by Mrs. M. Feig
Cila Farber by Mrs. M. Feig
Hy Reinish by Barbara Gutmajer

Nell Gluck Memorial Fund
In Honour of:
Berl and Rebecca Nadler Mazal tov on the
birth of your first granddaughter by Henry and
Maureen Molot
Ambassador Rafi Barak and Miriam
Barak Mazal tov on the birth of your grandson
by Henry and Maureen Molot
In Memory of:
Marilyn Rosentzveig by Carol Shattner and
Barry Appel

Feeding Program
In Honour of:
Linda Mirsky Happy special birthday by
Barbara and Steve Levinson
Joan and Russell Kronick Mazal tov on
the birth of your granddaughter Dehlia by
Barbara and Steve Levinson
Frances Mercer Congratulations on your
wedding announcement by Neil Leslie
In Memory of:
Leon Katz by the Kwavnick family

David, Harvey, Victor Kardish
Family Fund
In Memory of:
Joe Feller by Margo and David Kardish
Mickey Finkelstein by Margo and David
Kardish

Recreation Program
In Memory of:
Jack Stein by Esther and David Kwavnick
and family
***********

Card donations go a long way
to improving the quality of life
for our residents.

Joan and Russell Kronick Family Fund
In Honour of:
Michael Feldman Happy special birthday
by Joanie and Russell Kronick

IN HONOUR OF:
Barbara Levinson Mazal tov on the
marriage of your daughter by Benita and Steven
Baker

Thank you for considering
their needs and contributing
to their well-being.

REMINDER: We no longer accept American Express. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
THE LODGE EXPRESSES ITS SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR YOUR KIND SUPPORT
AND APOLOGIZES FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. DUE TO SPACE LIMITATIONS, THE WORDING APPEARING
IN THE BULLETIN IS NOT NECESSARILY THE WORDING WHICH APPEARED ON THE CARD.

GIVING IS RECEIVING – ATTRACTIVE CARDS AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Here’s a good opportunity to recognize an event or convey the appropriate sentiment to someone important to you and at the same time support the Lodge. Card orders may be given to Bev at
613-728-3990, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday. You may also e-mail your orders to donations@hillel-ltc.com or online donations can be made through our
website: www.hillel-ltc.com. All orders must include name, address, postal code, and any message to person receiving the card; and, amount of donation, name, address and postal code of the person
making the donation. Cards may be paid for by Visa, Mastercard, Cheque or Cash. Contributions are tax deductible.

18

March 9, 2015
OTTAWAJEWISHBULLETIN.COM

Israel Awareness Committee prepares pro-Israel students for IAW

T

his week marks a substantial change in the
overall tone on campus with regards to attitudes towards Israel with Israeli Apartheid
Week (IAW), arguably the worst week of the
year on campus for Jewish students, about to take place.
The week will bring out visible tensions and divisions
on university campuses, creating feelings of widespread
discomfort and uncertainty for Jewish students.
IAW is an annual week-long sequence of lectures and
rallies set against the Israeli “occupation” of Gaza and the
West Bank. Its mandate states “the aim of IAW is to
educate people about the nature of Israel as an apartheid
system and to build boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) campaigns as part of a growing global BDS
movement.”
IAW began in Toronto in 2005 and has since spread to
far too many campuses across Canada and around the
world. The BDS movement exists to delegitimize Israel. It
is a global campaign with the shortsighted aim of placing
economic and political pressure on Israel in hopes the
State of Israel will comply with the goals of the movement.
What BDS means is that there will be some students
outwardly attempting to convince others to boycott Israeli
goods. How can we ever forget, for example, last year’s
episode when a group of students tried – and failed – to
ban the sale of Sabra hummus on campus? IAW predictably brings hateful rhetoric aimed at discrediting Israel as

ARIELLE ELLIS

CAMPUS LIFE

Students should not be fearful
of voicing their opinions on campus.
No student should feel at risk
while on their university campus.
It is important, though, to remind students
that we must be sure we are making
educated, well-supported remarks.
a legitimate and moral state.
There are many ways to get involved in combating IAW’s
aims and the BDS movement. Education is the key when it
comes to combating anti-Israel rhetoric on campus, as
knowledge is crucial to the conﬁdence and authenticity
required to address these issues.
The Israel Awareness Committee holds various events
that help educate students on all things Israel, fostering

conﬁdence and pride. It is a non-denominational
group that encourages debate, discussion and dialogue
about Israeli society, culture and politics. The committee represents a wide range of political views and
backgrounds, and its events are held throughout the
school year.
There are programs like Birthright Israel, an amazing
initiative designed to provide young Jewish adults with
the opportunity for a free two-week educational trip to
Israel. It is designed especially for those who have never
been to Israel and wish to gain a deeper understanding of
the country and its overall situation. When the latest
round of Birthright registration opened last month, there
were a record number of applicants from Ottawa in the
ﬁrst 24 hours.
Students should not be fearful of voicing their opinions
on campus. No student should feel at risk while on their
university campus. It is important, though, to remind
students that we must be sure we are making educated,
well-supported remarks.
Students wishing to pursue active involvement in
pro-Israel engagement should contact the student
executives of the Israel Awareness Committee. They are
incredibly friendly, and would love to chat! They can be
reached through Hillel Ottawa – http://hillelottawa.ca
– or via the Israel Awareness Committee’s Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/OttawaIAC.

Parents and students react to OJCS high school decision

I

n the wake of the announcement that the Ottawa
Jewish Community School (OJCS) is planning to
phase out its high school division, we need to ask
why only two per cent of Ottawa’s Jewish parents
have chosen Jewish high school for their kids. I spoke to a
variety of community members on both sides of the
decision divide.
Among those who have enrolled their kids in the high
school, or were planning to, Geremy Miller said, “It’s about
being part of community.”
“I honestly can’t imagine not sending them to Jewish
day school. It’s part of who they are,” said Lewis Retik.
“The education seems strong … and we like the idea of a
community school where our kids can interact with people
who are secular, shomer Shabbat, and people in between.
And the kids we’ve met … seem like great kids, really
balanced and worldly,” said Elana Aptowitzer.
“Elementary school grounds them in the basics, but,
when they get to high school, they really start digging into
the meat of Judaism, arguing philosophy, and so on,”
noted Nicola Hamer.
Anne Vallely made the case for continuing Judaic
studies into adolescence, if one hopes to secure intellectual and religious identity, while Golda Feig Steinman and
David Roytenberg noted that OJCS high school graduates
are well prepared for the Israel politics they will face on
university campuses.
Steinman talked about “sense of community” at OJCS
describing it as “a soft and gentle place” where “you get to
know every individual in their own right without labels.
It’s a Jewish lesson, it’s a universal lesson.”
Retik also said that Jewish day high school graduates go
on to help build Jewish communities.
In the wake of the OJCS announcement, Roytenberg
started a Facebook page called “Supporters of the Ottawa
Jewish Community High School.”
“As Jews,” Roytenberg wrote on the site, “we are heirs to
an incredibly rich heritage of law, literature and religious
writings. Secular or religious, I think we owe it to our
children to pass on as much of this knowledge as possible.”
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And Ella Sabourin, a current OJCS high school student
who started a grassroots fundraising effort to help save the
high school, described the school as “something beautiful.”
And what about the parents and students who’ve opted
out of OJCS at the high school level?
Justine Sider gave two reasons for not sending her three
OJCS kids to the high school: The ﬁnancial cost and “I
want my kids to get a more typical high school experience
than [OJCS] offers – more clubs, more sports teams, more
trips, more people to meet.”
Adam Moscoe, who graduated from Hillel Academy in
2005, said he passed on full-time Jewish high school
because “exposure to, and interaction with, diversity
during the crucial teen years is hugely valuable, perhaps
essential.”
Ottawa teen Buddy Bolton, while valuing the sense of
community enabled by a Jewish high school, expressed
concern over what he thinks would be a polarized atmosphere in an all-Jewish high school between those who hold
different political and religious views.
Graham Sher, whose three kids attended OJCS at the
elementary level, opted not to enrol them in the high
school due to what he perceived as the “unidimensional”
and “uninspiring” quality of the Judaic studies that he saw
his kids having been “force-fed” via “rote learning” during
their time at OJCS. It provided, he said, “an unbalanced
understanding of the complexity of Jewish and Israeli life
today.”
The “Judaic teachings they offered were not broad
enough to include the multiplicity of social issues that
children in our world … currently have to navigate,” added

his spouse, Erica Sher.
“The school does not deal with LGBT issues the way I
feel they should. While I don’t feel there’s institutionalized
homophobia, there isn’t open acceptance,” said Hamer
who otherwise spoke glowingly about the OJCS high
school.
Hamer said the subject of homophobia is conspicuously
absent during anti-bullying week at OJCS and, unlike
another local high school, OJCS does not have LGBT
safe-zone stickers on its front door.
Michael Silverman described his and his wife’s Jewish
choices as representing a meaningful way to inculcate
Jewish identity to their kids even without Jewish high
school via involvement in Torah High, JET, synagogue
afﬁliation, and “modelling Jewish behaviour through
family values.”
Silverman was also critical of what he said was
fear-mongering among some OJCS high school supporters.
His daughter, he said, doesn’t experience anti-Semitism
“daily or weekly” at her public high school in response to
some statements he’d heard from some OJCS high school
supporters.
Jackie Luffman, a sociologist who has written about
demographic and Jewish education data for Ottawa on her
blog – https://ottawashtetl.wordpress.com/ – said there are
various factors that make Jewish high school a tougher sell
for Ottawa families including “good quality public high
schools, the concern over bilingual/French education, and
a geographically dispersed community.” Financial concerns, she added, are “equally important,” though “not
unique to Ottawa.”
In future columns, I’ll try to further analyze some of
these reﬂections and add my own. Those interested can
ﬁnd my personal approach to educating my children in
my November 28, 2011 column – available online at
http://tinyurl.com/OJBulletin-11-28-11 – but that is not the
focus of this piece. For now, I suspect, much more parsing
and debate will be forthcoming from the community. To
my mind, discussing Jewish education is always a good
thing.
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Israeli election: ‘Anybody but Bibi’ movement
may eclipse meaningful debate about Israel’s future

I

s the coming Israeli election about peace and security
for the Jewish state? Or is it about what the prime
minister and his wife do with their empty bottles?
Is it about standing up to Iran and radical Islam?
Or is it about standing up to U.S. President Barack
Obama, who continues to insist that barbarous terrorist
acts by Islamist fundamentalists have nothing to do with
religion, and who clings to the naïve belief that Iran can
be trusted to play nice with its nukes?
If you answered, “All of the above,” you’re probably
right. But, if you’re hoping that Israel’s bizarre and
increasingly dysfunctional electoral system could make a
difference in the lives of ordinary Israelis on March 17,
prepare for disappointment.
In my last column, I had some fun with a Likud TV ad
that portrayed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as the only reliable babysitter (Bibi-Sitter) for
Israel. The ad dismissed his main rivals in the Zionist
Union coalition as ready to give away the country (Labor
leader Isaac Herzog) or devoid of any ideology other than
the desire to gain power (Hatnuah leader Tzipi Livni).
These are indeed key issues. Although I disagree with
many of his policies, my sense is that Herzog has more
integrity than most of his political rivals. But he is
squandering this integrity by allying with Livni, whose
shape-shifting political career has been deﬁned by trying
to ﬁgure out which way the wind is blowing, then setting
sail accordingly.
Livni and her former Kadima partner-in-misrule,
former prime minister Ehud Olmert, consistently put
themselves and their quest for power above the needs of
the country. Livni jumped the Likud ship to join Kadima,
which prided itself on having no ideology. When
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Kadima’s ship was sinking fast, she started Hatnuah (The
Movement).
The movement for what? It has few concrete plans
beyond unseating Netanyahu and magically making
peace with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas and his Hamas partners.
While the big guns are attacking each other in the
media, who claims to be looking after the interests of the
ordinary Israeli? First in line to claim that role appears to
be former Likud minister of communications Moshe
Kahlon, whose centrist Kulanu (All of Us) Party focuses
on economic and cost-of-living issues.
His new party – which includes star candidate Michael
Oren, Israel’s former ambassador to the U.S. – is expected
to win ﬁve to eight seats, which could be the tipping
point for a ruling coalition.
Veteran Israeli journalist Caroline Glick argues that the
real struggle is not between Likud and its rivals, but
between Netanyahu and Obama.
“As the White House sees it, if Herzog/Livni form
the next government, then Jerusalem will dance to
Obama’s tune,” she wrote in the Jerusalem Post.
http://tinyurl.com/o3j2vw7
“If Netanyahu is re-elected, then the entire ediﬁce of

Obama’s Middle East policy may topple and fall.”
Glick believes the Obama administration desperately
wants Herzog and Livni to win because they’ll be easier to
push around, and are more likely to accede to the U.S.
desire for a peace deal at any cost.
She says the White House worries the hardline
Netanyahu – perhaps the most vocal and articulate critic
of Obama’s policy of appeasement towards Iran – will
continue to expose the dangers of the Obama administration’s kid glove treatment of Iran and the Islamic world.
Obama, meanwhile, continues to insist that Islamist
terrorism – including the murders of 21 Coptic Christians
by Islamic State terrorists – has nothing to do with Islam.
Dealing with the U.S. Battling radical Islam. Making
peace with the Palestinians. Bolstering the economy.
Big election issues, to be sure. But this is Israel, so the
real issues may pale in comparison to “Bottlegate,” the
latest scandal about the expensive habits of Bibi and Sara
Netanyahu, including the burning question of who
pocketed $1,000 in refunds from recycling the bottles
used in the ofﬁcial residence.
In fact, there are no written laws about spending limits
for ofﬁcial residences. And the state comptroller’s report
that sparked the media frenzy actually found that the
PM’s expenses were dwarfed by those of former president
Shimon Peres.
But, in this election, the “Anybody but Bibi” movement may eclipse any meaningful debate about Israel’s
future.
Netanyahu is a ﬂawed leader. But, if he is going to be
defeated, let it be at the hands of leaders with concrete
and achievable plans to protect the only democracy in the
Middle East. I’m still waiting for them to show up.

What you need to know about nutritional supplements

N

utritional supplements are products that
contain vitamins, minerals, herbs or other
botanicals, fatty acids, amino acids or other
substances. Supplements come in the form of
pills, capsules, powders or liquids. They’re intended to
help you get adequate intake of essential nutrients.
Nutritional supplementation is a multi-billion-dollar
industry. Companies that sell supplements recommend a
variety of their products as necessary for optimal health
and disease prevention. Peruse the Internet or visit a
health food store and you’re likely to come across
statements such as, “If you want to ﬁght disease and
achieve maximum lifespan, you can’t do it with diet
alone.” Does taking supplements prevent diseases and
increase longevity? Do these claims have merit?
Much of the current scientiﬁc research indicates that
nutritional supplements are not necessary for healthy
people. Even with an average western diet that includes
processed food, most generally healthy people get
adequate nutrition. “There are some that advocate we
have many nutritional deﬁciencies in our diet … The
truth is … our diet is completely adequate,” states Dr.
Edgar Miller, professor of medicine and epidemiology at
the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.
Based on several studies, including a meta-analysis of
27 studies covering 450,000 participants, Miller believes
multivitamins have no beneﬁt in the healthy population.
Multivitamins don’t prevent cancer, heart disease or
dementia. “There’s really no evidence of beneﬁt, and
there is evidence of harm … Don’t waste your money.”
http://tinyurl.com/oubtolb
“Vitamins retain an aura of wellness, even as the
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evidence accumulates that they may not offer any
meaningful health beneﬁts,” notes Scott Gavura on the
Science-Based Medicine website. http://tinyurl.com/kylz25j
The scientiﬁc community does recommend some
supplements for speciﬁc subpopulations. For example,
folic acid is recommended to prevent birth defects for
women trying to conceive. This can be achieved via
fortiﬁed foods or supplementation. Vitamin D is recommended for seniors to reduce the risk of falls and for
people in northern countries such as Canada where we
have less sunlight. The elderly can beneﬁt from vitamin
B12. Other situations where supplementation may be
appropriate for healthy adults include people who are not
eating enough calories, those who avoid speciﬁc dietary
groups such as dairy, vegans and vegetarians if they eat
from a limited variety of foods, people who eat little or no
ﬁsh, and women with heavy menstrual periods.
Some personal trainers advise clients to take supplements, such as whey protein, for muscle growth, but it’s
outside the scope of practice for personal trainers to
recommend or sell nutritional supplements. When clients
ask me about supplements, I tell them to check with their
doctor or a registered dietician. Supplements can be harm-

ful. They can have side effects. They may not be suitable
for you, depending on your health status, and they can
interact with your medications. For example, consuming
extra protein can actually put strain on your kidneys and
cause calcium loss from your body. Unless you’re an extreme athlete, protein needs are typically met with a slight
increase in protein in your diet. In 1999, a $320 million
lawsuit was ﬁled in the United States after a young woman
who had taken natural supplements recommended by her
personal trainer died from a stroke when the supplements
interacted with her blood pressure medication.
Health Canada recommends eating a balanced diet
based on Canada’s Food Guide. The American Heart
Association states that, if you’re deﬁcient despite eating a
balanced diet, the “key is to ensure [supplements] are
taken in addition to healthy diet choices and nutrient-dense foods. They’re supplements, not replacements.
Only use supplements if your healthcare professional has
recommended them.” www.heart.org
Supplements don’t provide the combination of
vitamins, minerals and ﬁbre that a simple piece of fruit
does, nor do supplements contain antioxidants and
phytochemicals, which occur naturally in whole foods.
If you lack energy due to eating poorly, the answer is
not necessarily a supplement. It may be a hard pill to
swallow, but supplements won’t undo the damage of
living on junk food. A certiﬁed dietician can teach you
how to improve your eating habits so you get all of the
nutrients you require.
Do your research. Learn to discern between pseudoscience and real science. Most importantly, speak with
your doctor before taking any supplements.
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Presents
Passover Foods 2015
from our
Passover Kitchen
SALE PICK UP DATES • MACHZIKEI HADAS SYNAGOGUE, 2310 VIRGINIA DRIVE
TUESDAY, MARCH 31 • WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
THURSDAY, APRIL 2 • FRIDAY, APRIL 3
SEDER PLATE

CARROT TSIMMES

BONELESS STUFFED SQUAB

HAROSET

FARFEL KUGEL

STUFFED CAPON CHICKEN

CHICKEN SOUP

POTATO LATKES

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN

MATZO BALLS

POTATO KUGEL

LEMON CHICKEN BREASTS

GEFILTE FISH

VEGETABLE KUGELETTES

ROASTED CHICKEN

HORSERADISH

SWEET & SOUR MEATBALLS

RIB EYE ROAST

MATZO ROLLS

MEAT CABBAGE ROLLS

ROASTED BRISKET

CHOPPED LIVER

CHICKEN FINGERS

ROASTED TURKEY

FRIED ONIONS

DELI MEATS

WHOLE SMOKED TURKEY

EGGPLANT SALAD

GRILLED SALMON

CHOCOLATE CHUNK COOKIES

To order call: 613-788-2713
ORDER YOUR SEDER
FOR 10
Seder Plate

Potato Kugel

Haroset

Farfel Kugel

Gefilte Fish

Carrot Tsimmes

Horseradish
Chicken Soup

Chocolate
Chunk Cookies

Matzo Balls

Fruit Salad

Roasted Brisket

$400.00

Stuffed Capons

No Substitutions

Reserve your spot
for the Community Seder,
catered by
Creative Kosher Catering:
First Night –
Congregation Machzikei Hadas
• Call the synagogue to reserve •
www.creativekosher.com
Under supervision

March 9, 2015
OTTAWAJEWISHBULLETIN.COM

foundation donations

| Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation

Our future is in your hands
To make a donation
and/or send a tribute card,
call the Foundation office
(613-798-4696 ext. 274)
e-mail: tributecards@ojcf.ca
website: www.OJCF.ca

Join us in building our community
by supporting these local agencies
OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
PARENT FUND

AJA 50+ ENDOWMENT FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
CHILDREN OF THE BOOK
AWARD FUND

AJA 50+ DAVID SMITH
OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
AKIVA EVENING HIGH SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
AGENCY FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT FUND

ADINA BEN PORAT MACHON SARAH
TORAH EDUCATION FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH
COMMUNITY SCHOOL FUND
IN MEMORY OF EVA WINTROB

SHIRLEY AND SHIER BERMAN FUND
FOR OTTAWA JEWISH ARCHIVES

OTTAWA JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY FUND

DORIS BRONSTEIN TALMUD TORAH
AFTERNOON SCHOOL FUND

OTTAWA LODGE
B’NAI BRITH #885
PAST PRESIDENTS FUND

BARRY FISHMAN
OTTAWA JEWISH BULLETIN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
MARTIN GLATT
PARLIAMENT LODGE B’NAI BRITH
PAST PRESIDENTS’ FUND
MENDEL AND VALERIE GOOD
HOLOCAUST CONTINUING
EDUCATION FUND
FUND FOR THE
NEXT GENERATION

The Board of Directors of the
Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation acknowledges with thanks
contributions to the following funds
as of February 12, 2015.
MARJORIE AND BEN ACHBAR
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Marjorie Achbar by Sheila Cooper.

GREENBERG FAMILIES
LIBRARY FUND
In Honour of:
Roger Greenberg being the recipient of The
Order of Canada Award by Allen, Brenlee,
Ilexa, Avery and Brady Gales.
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OTTAWA LODGE
B’NAI BRITH #885
PRESIDENTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
OTTAWA MODERN
JEWISH SCHOOL FUND
OTTAWA POST
JEWISH WAR VETERANS FUND
OTTAWA TORAH INSTITUTE
TORAH EDUCATION FUND

HILLEL LODGE LEGACY FUND

PINCHAS ZUKERMAN
MUSIC EDUCATION FUND

JEWISH COMMUNITY CEMETERY
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND

RAMBAM MAIMONIDES
JEWISH CONTINUITY FUND

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
AGENCY FUND
JEWISH MEN’S
SOFTBALL LEAGUE FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE
EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FUND

JEWISH STUDENTS ASSOCIATION HILLEL FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH COMMUNITY
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

JEWISH YOUTH LIBRARY OF
OTTAWA
ENDOWMENT FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE
ENDOWMENT FUND

DAVID “THE BEAR” KARDASH
CAMP B’NAI BRITH
MEMORIAL FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE
YOUTH SERVICES FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH CEMETERIES
ZICHARON FUND

TORAH ACADEMY OF OTTAWA
TORAH EDUCATION FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY
ENDOWMENT FUND

SARA AND ZEEV VERED
ISRAEL CULTURAL PROGRAM FUND

IRVING AND ESTHER BELLMAN
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Joseph Rotman by Joyce and Seymour
Bellman.
JESSICA AND KEVIN CANTOR
FAMILY FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Nathan Cantor on receiving the
Grossman-Klein Teen Leadership Award by
Randi, Ian, Jonathan and Inna Royz, Matthew
and Adam Sherman.
CYNTHIA AND ABE ENGEL
ENDOWMENT FUND
Condolences to:
Margaret Marks on the loss of her dear
husband, Alfie by Cynthia Engel.
In Memory of:
Reva Landsberg by Cynthia Engel and family.
LESLIE AND CORNELIA ENGEL
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:
Leslie Engel, a dear father by Andre and
Shelley Engel.
JOSEPH AND BETTY FELLER
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Joseph Feller by Judy Goldman; by Erica
Goldman and Peter Levin; and by Richard
Martin and family.
LAWRENCE AND AUDREY FREIMAN
FUND FOR CHILDREN
WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
In Honour of:
Frannie Sobcov being the recipient of the
Loran Scholarship Award by Grace and Irving
Dardick.
ANN AND LEON GLUZMAN
MEMORIAL FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Noa Kardash by Ingrid Levitz.
JACK AND GERT GOLDSTEIN
MEMORIAL FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Gerry Cammy by Diane and Allen Abramson.
Bernard Dolansky by Diane and Allen
Abramson.
Norman Glube by Diane and Allen
Abramson.
GROSSMAN KLEIN FAMILIES FUND
In Memory of:
Burton Cook by Vera and Leslie Klein.
LARRY AND SHEILA HARTMAN
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Marcia and Barry Cantor on the birth of their
grandson by Larry and Sheila Hartman.

Roslyn and Arnie Kimmel on their daughter,
Lisa’s appointment as President of Edelman
Canada by Larry and Sheila Hartman.
ARTHUR AND SARAH KIMMEL
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Lisa Kimmel White on her new appointment
as President of Edelman Canada by Dan and
Marilyn Kimmel.
Roslyn and Arnie Kimmel on their daughter,
Lisa’s appointment as President of Edelman
Canada by Dan and Marilyn Kimmel.
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Charlie Schweitzer by Roslyn and Arnie
Kimmel.
SUSAN AND DAVID KRIGER
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Parviz Amini by Susan and David Kriger.
ISSIE AND EDITH LANDAU
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Gerald Sarwer-Foner by Edie Landau; by
Jerrold Landau and family; and by Michael
Landau and family.
THE LEVITZ FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
Benny Bleichman by Ingrid Levitz.
Fania Ehrlich by Ingrid Levitz.
ARNOLD AND ROSE LITHWICK
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:
Dahlia Lithwick by Yvonne and Harvey
Lithwick and family.
SAMUEL AND LEEMA MAGIDSON
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Gerry Cammy by Roslyn and Arnie Kimmel
and family.
Bernard Dolansky by Roslyn and Arnie
Kimmel and family.
Norman Glube by Roslyn and Arnie Kimmel
and family.
ALICE NAGRODSKI
AND EVELENE MORPHY
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Elwood Lloyd Morphy by Rebecca Nagrodski.
EVELYN AND NORMAN POTECHIN
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Ernie Potechin by Bram and Dodie Potechin
and family.
In Memory of:
Joseph Viner by Bram and Dodie Potechin.
ELAYNE AND WESLEY SCHACTER
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Barbara Levinson on the recent marriage of
her daughter Alexandra to Pete, by Elayne and
Wesley Schacter.
HERMINA SCHACHNOW
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:
Victor and Laraine Kaminsky on the birth of
Continued on page 22
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their grandchild by Charles Schachnow.
JACK AND SARAH SILVERSTEIN
FAMILY ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
Benny Bleichman by Jack, Sarah, David and
Lev Silverstein.
STELLA AND LOUIS SLACK
MEMORIAL FUND
Birthday Wishes to:
Bonnie Bowering by Noreen Slack.
THE DAVID SMITH FUND
FOR JEWISH LIFE
In Appreciation to:
David Smith by Sheila and Joe Nadrich.
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Idyllic Jewish life disappears
with Iranian Revolution

THE SAUL AND EDNA GOLDFARB
B’NAI MITZVAH PROGRAM

Fleeing the Hijab:
A Jewish Woman’s Escape from Iran
GABRIEL HAMBURG MITZVAH FUND
By Sima Goel
Mazel Tov to:
Marcia and Barry Cantor on the birth of their Forward by Rabbi Reuven Bulka
General Store Publishing
grandson by Cybele and Lyon Hamburg.
343 pages
Contributions may be made online
at www.OJCF.ca or by contacting
ima Goel’s Fleeing the Hijab: A
the office at 613-798-4696 extension
Jewish Woman’s Escape from Iran is
274, Monday to Friday or by email
not just the story of escaping a
at tributecards@ojcf.ca. Attractive
repressive regime in Iran. It is the
cards are sent to convey the appro- story of Jewish life in Iran, of one Jewish
priate sentiments. All donations are family, and of how simple thoughts lead
acknowledged with a charitable to larger actions that can change many
receipt.
lives.

Donating made easy at
www.OJCF.ca
Donations can be made for all occasions
and life-cycle events.
Use our online donation form to send
one or multiple tribute cards to your friends
and loved ones in one secure transaction.
Charitable receipts are issued and sent directly
to your email account.

Try it TODAY!

S

Goel begins her story with winemaking, the making of
wine as a mitzvah, the
making of wine as a
chore, the glass of wine
immortalized by Persian
poets. As child, she
wanted to know, “Why
can’t we buy it from the
liquor store?”
That there was a
liquor store and that
people drank wine
shows that life in
pre-revolutionary Iran
was quite different from
the images that come to
mind about contemporary Iran. With her
interwoven stories, Goel
builds a picture of all that was wonderful
about Iran and all that is wonderful about
being Jewish. We catch the scent of roses
and jasmine in the garden, the freshly
ground spices, and the almonds and
pistachios roasted for Passover.
We also get other background noise
that contributes to a child’s perception of
her world: the Shah’s SAVAK lurking
behind the idyll, the Yom Kippur war, a
picture of Moshe Dayan pulled from a
friend’s pocket and viewed in secret while
hidden beneath a staircase. We see all the
small experiences that add up to Goel’s
response to the 1979 Iranian Revolution.
We also see the tension in her parents’
arranged marriage and the arguments
and separations that shaped some of the
actions needed to help Goel leave Iran.
This is the story of one Jewish family –
before Goel left Iran and after. For, even
after Goel has been living in Montreal for
years and her life has taken its own
shape, her Maman and Baba (Mom and
Dad) remain true to type.
In her family life, we see the sense of
action and the resilience that sustained
Goel throughout her many ordeals. We
also see the persistence of personalities
and human foibles – the things we carry
with us through life, the things we can
change and the things we cannot. Goel
shows us that, for all the imperfections of

OLIVER JAVANPOUR

BOOK REVIEW
our families, our love for each other is
perhaps the most persistent quality of all.
This is the story of an escape from Iran.
Goel, by age 13, was involved in opposing
the Ayatollah Khomeini’s regime at
school. She was blacklisted and spied
upon, in part for being Jewish, and
mostly for not conforming to the regime’s
expectations. Learning
how to wear a chador
and what books not to
read planted small
seeds of resistance. As
friends betrayed friends
and the betrayed friends
disappeared in the back
seats of Hezbollah
police cars, greater acts
of resistance were
needed. But these led to
restrictions at home,
“Maman and Baba
didn’t care if I liked it or
not; they did not want
me to be killed.”
By 16, Goel was on the
run from the regime,
moving from safe house to safe house,
hiding both her Jewish identity and her
resistance to the new regime under a
black chador. By 17, she was planning and
executing her escape, with hundred-dollar bills stuffed into maxi pads and a story
rehearsed in case she and her sister were
questioned by the Hezbollah along the
way.
Once they have crossed the desert into
Pakistan, partly on foot – “the nails on
my big toes have turned grey” – the two
girls have to navigate through the United
Nations refugee system, a feat almost as
difﬁcult as the ﬁrst part of the journey
and at many points more hopeless. At 18,
Goel landed in Montreal and set about
building her new life in Canada. She
became a successful chiropractor and
mother, a person dedicated to making
other people happy and healthy.
Goel’s story of her escape from Iran is
the prologue and the epilogue to a story
that tells us why it was all necessary and
worthwhile. She understands her readers
need to know the backstory for it all to
make sense, and how the story ends
because we come to care for the characters. Readers will ﬁnd themselves left
with both a sense of awe about how life
evolves and a sense of comfort that we
can overcome so much and yet have so
much joy in life.
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MONDAY, MARCH 9
Women & Scholarship in Judaism: with Lila Kagedan.
Agudath Israel Congregation, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 7:30 pm.
Info: Miriam Lerson, 613-728-3501, clergy.support@
agudathisrael.net
FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Chabad Student Network: The Great Shabbat 200 –
Pre-registration required at www.shabbat200.org
Congregation Beth Shalom, 151 Chapel St., 5 pm.
Info: Rabbi Chaim Boyarsky, 613-601-7701,
rabbichaimb@gmail.com
Shabbat across Canada:
Agudath Israel Congregation, 1400 Coldrey Ave.,6:45 pm.
Info and more details: Miriam Lerson, 613-728-3501,
clergy.support@agudathisrael.net
THURSDAY, MARCH 19
Book Launch – The Canadian Haggadah Canadienne:
Editors Richard Marceau and Rabbi Adam Scheier, 7:30 pm.
Info: Roz Wollock, 613-798-9818, ext. 254,
rwollock@jccottawa.com
Canada-Israel Foundation: Guy Mintus Trio –
Centrepointe Studio Theatre, 101 Centrepointe Dr., 7:30 pm.
Info: Jane Gordon, 613-796 0615, gordonjm@rogers.com
FRIDAY, MARCH 20
OTC Shabbat Dinner: with Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
OTC Chabad, 111 Lamplighters Dr., 6 pm.

RSVP by March 16.
Info: Rabbi Menachem Blum, 613-843-7770,
rabbi@theotc.org
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Agudath Israel Shabbat Morning Educational Series:
Part 3. David Harris lecture after Shacharit services.
Agudath Israel Congregation, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 8:45 am.
Info: Miriam Lerson, 613-728-3501,
clergy.support@agudathisrael.net
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Soloway JCC 2nd Annual Biathlon: 8:30 am to 8:15 pm.
Info: Carla Gencher, 613-798-9818, ext. 278
cgencher@jccottawa.com
Fourth Annual Passover Fair:
Congregation Beit Tikvah, 15 Chartwell Dr., 10:30 am.
Info: Deana Schildkraut 613-726-9595, shul@cbto.org
10th Annual Ottawa Jewish Women’s Seder:
Agudath Israel Congregation, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 5 pm.
Info: Sarah Beutel, 613-798-4696, ext. 253,
sbeutel@jewishottawa.com
MONDAY, MARCH 23
Torah Academy of Ottawa’s Honouree Dinner
Reception: Three Ottawans will be honoured.
Centrepointe Studio, 101 Centrepointe Dr., 6:15 pm.
Info: Rabbi Zischa Shaps, 613-274-0110,
events@torahacademyofottawa.com

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
OJCS Story Time: For toddlers (4 and under) and parents.
OJCS Library, 31 Nadolny Sachs Pvt., 9:30 to 10:30 am.
Info/RSVP: Andréa Black, 613-722-0020,
andrea.black@theojcs.ca
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
Friday night services and Kabbalat Shabbat Dinner:
Final Friday night service on Chapel Street.
Congregation Beth Shalom, 151 Chapel St., 6 pm.
Info: Anita Almstedt, 613-789-3501, ext. 221,
anita@bethshalom.ca
SUNDAY, MARCH 29
Books & Bagels Book Review and Discussion:
Rabbi Norman Klein will review
“The World to Come” by Dara Horn.
Temple Israel, 1301 Prince of Wales Dr., 9:30 to 11 am.
Info: Shayla Mindell, 613-594-4556,
sshaylamindell@rogers.com
AJA 50+ presents “If I Had A Hammer: The Life and
Times of Pete Seeger”: Stephen Richer’s look at the life
and music of Pete Seeger, 7 pm.
Info: Annette Paquin, 613-526-2968,
aja50plus@sympatico.ca
CANDLE LIGHTING BEFORE

MARCH 6
MARCH 13

5:36 PM
6:45 PM

MARCH 20
MARCH 27

6:54 PM
7:04 PM

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE AT THE JOSEPH AND ROSE AGES FAMILY BUILDING, 21 NADOLNY SACHS PRIVATE

JEWISH
MEMORIAL
GARDENS

condolences
Condolences are extended
to the families of:
Bernard Blumenthal,Montreal
(father of Sheryl Altshuller)
Frances English
Libby Farovitch, Montreal
(mother of Mark Farovitch)

Marilyn Rosentzveig, Montreal
(sister of Sharon Rosentzveig)
May their memory
be a blessing always.

The Condolence Column
is offered as a public service to the
community. There is no charge.
For listing in this column,
please call 613 798-4696, ext. 274.
Voice mail is available.

Your
one-stop
resource
centre for
funeral
planning
613-688-3530
www.jewishmemorialgardens.org
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