
 

 

Memo 
 

To:  Jewish Federation of Ottawa Board of Directors 
From:  Andrea Freedman, President and CEO 
Date:   May 2, 2023 
Re:  President’s Report 

 
Here is an update on Federation activities since our last meeting on April 11th, 2023.   
 
April 23-May 1, Ian Sherman and I participated in the Israel @75 mission organized by the UJA Federation of Greater 
Toronto. We were a delegation of 28 Ottawans as part of a 250 person-Canadian delegation. The experience was 
powerful and moving and an important pathway on the Jewish Superhighway.  
 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 
Federation Golf Tournament 

Golf Chair Ben Sherman has been doing a great job. with the tournament foursomes already sold out and a 

number of new sponsors acquired. We are once again offering a spin option and still have a few spots available.  

 

Ottawa Jewish Legacy Society 

As part of the Grinspoon Life and Legacy program, Federation is obligated to hold an event to thank our legacy 

donors. We decided to create a legacy society (the Ottawa Jewish Legacy Society) to honour people who 

participated in Life and Legacy, as well as all of those who chose to leave legacy gifts prior to the program. We will 

be honouring these people on June 11th at the home of Sharon and David Appotive. A light reception and fireside 

chat with Andrea and Mitchell Bellman will take place. Attached is the list of the Federation legacy society 

members. Please do thank them if you see them out in the community.  

Annual Campaign 

  Campaign 2023 

 as of 03/28/23 

Campaign 2023 

 as of 05/02/23 

 

Campaign 2022 Final 

Total Dollars $4,892,317 $4,911,368 $4,888,116 

Total Donors 1,491 1,503 1,624 

 

  



COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 

 Program Details Measuring Engagement  

Jewish 

Heritage 

Month 

May 11, Film screening and panel discussion by 

representatives of “No Silence on Race”, an 

organization dedicated to amplifying the voices of 

Jews from multi-ethnic and multi-racial backgrounds, 

celebrating the diversity of the Canadian Jewish 

community. Dessert reception to follow.   

May 12, Lunch & Learn for professionals working in 

Jewish community orgs. The theme is creating 

welcoming and inclusive organizations and 

programming for all Jews.  

 

TBD 

 

 

 

TBD 

PJ Library 

 

Passover PJ Get Togethers: Our Newcomer 

Ambassadors took part in hosting three PJ Get 

Togethers for Passover. These were led by the hosting 

family. 

April 26, PJ Library took part in the Yom Ha'atzmaut 

Community-wide celebration at the SJCC. PJ Library 

hosted a play-zone and craft corner in the squash 

courts with crafts, story-time and an opportunity to 

take photos with “Miss Israel 75”. 

April 27: Babies and Bagels, 4th gathering was held at 

the home of one of the participating parents. This 

marked a shift toward a more participant-led 

playgroup.  

April 30, PJ Happy Birthday Israel! Families were 

invited to celebrate Israel’s 75th and to explore Israel 

in an imaginary trip with a variety of activities 

including an imaginary trip to Tel Aviv's beaches in the 

SJCC pool.  

May 7, PJ Jews of Colour Family Day, in partnership 

with community volunteer, Gillian Koh's Jewish 

Multiracial Family Group. Taking place at McNabb 

Recreation Centre.  

8 families 

 

 

approx. 15 families 

 

 

 

10 moms 

 

 

28 families 

 

 

TBD 

 



Informal engagement with PJ families (coffee 

dates/playdates/phone calls, etc): 12 families 

Emerging Gen April 20, Think n’ Drink for young adults with speaker 

Abigail Bimman from Global News and what it takes to 

cover the country's biggest political stories in a never-

ending news cycle. 

May 3, J-Fellows leadership and mentoring program. 

The first session featured Lisa Miller presenting on the 

topic of leadership, career development, inclusivity 

and community. Many of the J-Fellows have opted to 

participate in the mentorship program. 

New, WhatsApp group now has 56 participants and it 

keeps growing. The WhatsApp group is a new way for 

young adults to connect with Federation staff and to 

receive updates about community events. People can 

also pose questions and comment on discussions 

(similar to Facebook groups, but this is text-based and 

a private group). It is proving a popular way to keep 

people informed about happenings, and to stay 

connected. This has become a key communication 

tool. 

36 people attended 

 

 

12 young professionals and 

6 mentors 

 

 

56 participants 

 

MOMentum 

Women’s Trip 

to Israel 

The trip is Oct 22 – 30, 2023 and is now officially full! 

18 of the 32 spots are people who are new to 

Federation – not donors, not volunteers and mostly 

unknown to the 4 trip leaders. So far, we have met 

with 8 of these new people, and all of them have 

expressed their desire to become more connected to 

other Jewish people in the community and to help 

bring more Jewishness/practices into their homes. It is 

a testament to the strength of the program how these 

women are so very excited and grateful for this 

opportunity.  

36 women (4 community 

leaders and 32 

participants) 

Shoah 

Committee 

April 17, Yom HaShoah Commemoration was held in-

person and livestreamed. The memorial included a 

candle lighting with local survivors, and the theme 

was the Righteous Among the Nations.  

200+ In person 

80+ Households on the 

Livestream 

 



Microgrants: To date the Microgrants committee has awarded a total of $78,906 to support 42 community 

initiatives. The grants awarded in the latest period are:  

Organization or Volunteer Grant 

Avi Agulnik: Super Second Seder Sushi Spectacular $400 

Becca Wertman 

Torah Yoga: Chassidic teachings for Mind, Body, Heart and Soul 

$1,500 

Chabad of Centrepointe 

Walk & Roll Community Carnival 

$2,500 

Justin Levine 

Shtick Handlers Hockey 

$2,500 

Total this period:  $6,900 

 

It’s exciting that 3 of the most recent grants are to individuals and not organizations. 

Grants and Allocations: The committee will be meeting to deliberate applications for the Jewish Journeys grant in 

May and will be launching the 19th Round of the Fund for Innovative Capacity Building on May 10. 

 

Hillel Ottawa Update 

Student Engagement: This is the time of year when the Student Executive for the next academic year is selected.   

This term's exam period was April 13 - 27. During this time, Hillel staff was on campus providing a Kosher bagel 

lunch to students. Staff were also available to students for coffee chats or to come by the Hillel house. They 

finished off the year of Hillel programming with an annual end of year BBQ. This year's theme was celebrating 

Yom Ha'atzmaut and 75 years of the State of Israel! 

• April 17 - Exam bagels at University of Ottawa, 15 students 

• April 19 - Exam Bagels at Carleton university, 7 students 

• April 20 - Exam Bagels at Algonquin College, 5 students 

• April 26 - End of year / Yom Ha'atzmaut BBQ, 30 students 

As events wind down for summer, Hillel staff are busy completing end of year reports and updating the Hillel 

database which tracks student engagement.  

Fundraising: Global Giving Week: May 1- May 5 is Hillel International’s annual matching campaign, Global Giving 

Week, where all donations made to Hillel Ottawa during this time will be matched, up to a maximum of $5,000 

USD.  

Advocacy: On April 17, a few Hillel student leaders met with the Carleton Department of Equity and Inclusive 

Communities to voice their concerns and opinions about being a minority group on campus and provided 

feedback about the new self-identification survey for incoming university students. In this meeting, the students 



explained the importance of having a Jewish option under both the Creed and Racialized person sections of the 

survey. 

  

OPERATIONS 
 

OVH: The second OVH Pop Up restaurant experience was held on Sunday, April 23, with approximately 70 orders 

placed. The next Pop Up is scheduled for the end of May; details will be finalized shortly. 

 

Unfortunately, the Bagel Shop has decided not to renew their license with the OVH. Rabbi Teitlebaum has been 

working very hard to sign Kettleman’s (College Square).  We are cautiously optimistic that a deal will be reached in 

the very near future.  

 

FINANCE 
 
We recently introduced an internal payment system, created by the finance team. This new system allows finance 

and management to ensure there are no missing approvals and no approved payments that remain unpaid.  

We are in process of preparing the Federation Budget for FY24 and all seems to be on track. 

 

COMMUNICATION  
 
Eblasts 
Communication activity is steady with 48K individual messages being sent since the last report on March 28, 2023. 
Open rate is very good at 56%. 
  

Highlights include:  
 
Directed message to volunteers: A special thank you was sent to our volunteer base in honour of 

Volunteer Appreciation Week. Good feedback at 77% open rate. 

Donor-directed messages: Passover letters were sent to current, prospective and Ukraine campaign 

donors, matching a direct letter campaign. Open rates averaged 61%. 

E-Bulletin: Open rate and engagement (clicks) is steady at approximately 60% 
 
Crisis Communications: Special message was sent out after the sudden passing of a Holocaust survivor on 
the March of the Living trip. 60% open rates. 

 
 
Social media 
 

Highlights include: 
 



Yom Hashoah: We highlighted two videos – the first was our livestreamed event on April 17 and the 
second was Holocaust monument livestream via CIJA. Approx.1,500 viewers were reached. 
 

 

ADVOCACY AND COMBATTING ANTISEMITISM 

 
Outreach at Yoms 

• Yom HaShoah event April 17 at SJCC was attended by MP Melissa Lantsman, Councillor Theresa 

Kavanaugh, OCDSB trustees Nili Kaplan-Myrth and Superintendent Mary Jane Farrish. The event on April 18 

was attended by the Prime Minister, numerous cabinet ministers, Ambassadors, MPs, the Mayor and 

representatives of the Catholic and Muslim communities. 

 

• Flag raising at City Hall, April 26, was attended by MPs Rachel Bendayan and Marty Morantz, mayor Mark 

Sutcliffe, the Israeli and Argentine ambassadors, and Councillors Riley Brockington and Stephanie Plante.  

 

Schools 

Unfortunately, the OCDSB just informed candidates for the position of Jewish Equity Coach that none of them 

were successful.  This has been upsetting news for many in the community. There were four members of the 

selection committee, including two Jewish principals and while disappointing, we have concluded that nothing 

untoward has happened.  We suggested that their criteria be tweaked re: certification at levels K-12; as this is 

quite rare. This suggestion was accepted, and the position has already been reposted.  

Advocacy 

• In the last several months, David Sachs has spoken to students at St Francis Xavier HS, staff at Sir Robert 

Borden HS, Kehillat Beth Israel, and March of the Living participants. He will soon be speaking to the OJCS 

graduating class and parents.    

• Outreach meetings or event attendance has taken place in a variety of different ways, including: David 

attending an Ahmadiyya Iftar breakfast; a meeting with Crime Stoppers of Eastern Ontario, and the equity 

lead at the Justice Department.  



Ottawa Jewish Legacy Society Members 

 

First name Last Name   First name Last Name 

Brian Aarenau   Andrea Freedman 

Shawn Aaron   Jonathan Freedman 

Samuel Allen   Rosalyn Fremeth 

Anne Alper   Miriam Gal Taub 

Howard Alper   Rena Garshowitz 

David Appotive   Jessica Garten 

Jeffrey Appotive   Micah Garten 

Sharon Appotive   David Glick-Stal 

Ariel Aronson   David Goldfarb 

Sydney Backman   Heather Goldfarb 

Mitchell Bellman   Jeremy Goldfarb 

Aviva Ben-Choreen   Nicole Goldstone 

Bonnie Boretsky   Daniel Greenberg 

Chani Bregman   Jessica Greenberg 

Eddy Cook   Marion Greenberg 

Sandra Cook   Roger Greenberg 

Barbara Crook   Robert Greenberg 

Barbara Diener   Francine Greenspoon 

Joel Diener   Randy Greenstone 

John Diener   Debbie Halton-Weiss 

Seymour Diener   Lyon Hamburg 

Donna Dolansky   Debbie Harris-Tobin 

David Dubrofsky   Larry Hartman 

Joshua Engel   Michael Henschel 

Andrew Fainer   Irvin Hoffman 

Barbara Farber   Elissa Iny 

Leonard Farber   Bill Izso 

Tamara Fathi   Ellen Izso 

Harold Feder   Carol Kershman 

Laurie Federgreen   Stanley Kershman 

Golda Feig-Steinman   Linda Kerzner 

Cindy Feingold   Daniel Kimmel 

Peter Fine   Marilyn Kimmel 

Paul Finn   Agnes Klein 

Sam Firestone   Leonard Koffman 

Susan Firestone   Audrey Kreisman 

Pat Flesher   Irwin Kreisman 

 



Ottawa Jewish Legacy Society Members 

 

First name Last Name   First name Last Name 

Rosalind Labow   Rhoda Saslove-Miller 

Stanley Labow   Charles Schachnow 

Jeffrey Laks   Idan Scher 

Linda Laks   Shifra Scher 

Edith Landau   Fred Seller 

Michael Landau   Stacey Seller 

Steve Levinson   Ian Sherman 

Rhoda Levitan   Randi Sherman 

Ruth Levitan   Jason Shinder 

Ingrid Levitz   Jennifer Shinder 

Adina Libin   Solomon Shinder 

Elissa Lieff   Zelaine Shinder 

Norman Lieff   Jeffrey Sidney 

Michael McGahan   William Simmons 

Bonnie Merovitz   Yudit Simmons 

Chuck Merovitz   Cindy Smith 

Leiba Metz   Nathan Smith 

Jeffrey Miller   Lawrence Soloway 

Ellen Nadolny   Ned Steinman 

Lawrence Nadolny   Pamela Stelcner 

Lynda Nadolny   Peter Stelcner 

Lindsay Newman   Hartley Stern 

Karen Palayew   Don Swalsky 

Jeffrey Pleet   Charles Taub 

Melanie Polowin   Sonia Tavel 

Michael Polowin   Allan Taylor 

Micah Potechin   Danya Vered 

Gillian Presner   Gilad Vered 

Neil Presner   Ron Vered 

Miriam Rabinovitch   Susan Viner Vered 

Victor Rabinovitch   Eric Weiner 

David Resnick   Lawrence Weinstein 

Joshua Rose   Sharon Weinstein 

Lisa Rosenkrantz   Ronald Weiss 

Shelley Rothman   Charles Wiseman 

Gregory Sanders   Karen Wolfish 

Tani Sanders   David Zackon 

 


