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OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: THURSDAY, JUNE 3rd, 2021 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation held at 7:00 PM 
on June 3, 2021 by Zoom conference. 
 
Recorder: Solange Ashe 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 

In advance of starting the meeting, on behalf of the Jewish community of Ottawa, Lawrence Weinstein 
expressed condolences to all the First Nation and Indigenous peoples and communities on the death of 
215 children found in a mass grave at the Kamloops Indian Residential School.  A moment of silence was 
observed. 

Lawrence Weinstein, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. Lawrence gave a special welcome to all past chairs, agency representatives and fund 
holders. 
 
Lawrence extended a thank you to all new 2020 funds holders. 
 
APPROVALS AND MOTIONS: 
 
Approval of the Financial Statements of the Foundation: 
 
Be it resolved that: The presentation of the financial statements of the Ottawa Jewish Community 
Foundation for the year ended December 31, 2020 as audited by GGFL,  together with the audit report 
thereon,  as approved by the Board of Directors, is hereby accepted. 
 
Moved by:  Adina Libin   Seconded by:  Sandy Pollack 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Appointment of Auditors: 
  
A motion was made to appoint GGFL as auditors until the next Annual Meeting or until a successor is 
appointed, and that the remuneration of such auditors be fixed by the Board of Directors. 
 
Moved by:  Adina Libin   Seconded by:  Jonathan Freedman 
Approved Unanimously 
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Approval of the Minutes of the June 4, 2020 Annual General Meeting: 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2020 Annual General Meeting.  
 
Moved by: Lawrence Soloway  Seconded by: Ken Wright 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Approval of the Acts of the Officers and Directors: 
 
A motion was made that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, elections and 
payments enacted, made, done and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Foundation since the last 
Annual General Meeting on June 4, 2020 are hereby approved, ratified, and confirmed. 
 
Moved by: Fred Seller   Seconded by: Erin Zipes 
Approved Unanimously 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Gillie Vered, Chair of the Governance Committee, presented the committee’s report for the coming 
year. Gillie thanked Lawrence Weinstein and congratulated him on his time as Chair of the Foundation.  
 
Gillie advised that the Governance Committee has recommended the following names to stand for 
election to fill the board vacancies for 2021/2022: returning board members Sharon Appotive, Jonathan 
Ben-Choreen Freedman and, new board members Tamara Fathi, Jules Sigler, and Susan Viner Vered.  
The proposed board slate was provided in advance of the meeting and has also been posted online.  
 
As the nomination period closed on May 27, 2021 with no additional nominations submitted, Gillie 
asked for the following motion: 
 
Be it resolved that: The Board member slate is declared elected and approved by acclamation to their 
respective positions. 
 
Moved by: Gillie Vered   Seconded by: Lynne Oreck-Wener 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Gillie thanked the members of the committee for their hard work. Gillie also thanked Lenora Zelikovitz 
and Susan Margles for their service to the Foundation and the community, and welcomed new board 
members Tamara, Jules and Susan. As his time on the board has also come to an end, Gillie commented 
on what an honour it is been.   
 
Lawrence Weinstein thanked Gillie Vered for his excellent service on the Foundation board and 
Investment Committee for so many years.  
 
PRESENTATION OF THE ILANA AND STEVEN RUBIN SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: 
 
Lawrence Weinstein announced three scholarship winners:  
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 Ronnie Frenkel, who is passionate about community involvement and has a vast volunteer 
resume including helping at the Ottawa Kosher Food Bank. She plans to pursue a business 
degree at university. 

 Brianna Spencer, who cites volunteering with a youth soccer program as a high school highlight. 
Her educational goal is to be an elementary teacher. 

 Taylor Tomasevic, who has been a compassionate role model and tutor at Stratford’s Children’s 
Aid Society Ignite Program. She plans on pursuing a degree in biochemistry and hopes to 
become a doctor. 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE GEORGE JOSEPH COOPER SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: 
 
Lawrence Weinstein announced the George Joseph Cooper Scholarship Award winner. 
 
This year’s recipient is Dario Chaiquin. Since moving to Ottawa from Argentina in 2004, Dario has been 
deeply involved in Ottawa’s Jewish community with a long list of volunteer positions. During his studies 
at Carleton University, Dario took on several leadership roles in the Jewish community, and served as 
President of Hillel Ottawa. He continues to work with the Jewish community as the Director of Cultural 
Affairs at the Embassy of Israel in Canada, and plans to pursue a master’s program in International 
Relations and Security studies. 
 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 
 
Andrea Freedman and Lawrence Weinstein engaged in a conversation discussing the challenges faced by 
leadership during the pandemic, the fact that the Life & Legacy initiative that was started at the 
beginning of the pandemic has far exceeded expectations, the progress of the Foundation’s strategic 
plan and its ability to pivot with ever changing priorities, and the Foundation’s financial position.  
 
Lawrence Weinstein reflected on his time as Chair of the Foundation including his biggest challenges and 
the initiatives he was most proud of: the launch of the Life & Legacy initiative, maintaining a 4% 
disbursement rate at a time when funds were most needed and markets were at their lowest, and the 
increased communication and programming that took place. Finally, Lawrence expressed appreciation in 
having a strong board and that the new Vice-Chair would be the 3rd female Chair of the Foundation. 
 
Lawrence Soloway, Incoming Chair was then invited into the conversation, wherein he discussed his key 
objectives and goals as well as the significance of the Foundation’s 50th celebrations, as his father was 
one of the founding members. 
 
Lawrence Soloway thanked Lawrence Weinstein for his unflappable leadership and unwavering support 
of the Ottawa Jewish community. Thanks to Lawrence Weinstein’s leadership, legacy giving is now a 
permanent and prominent part of the community’s philanthropic landscape, the board of directors is 
exceptionally strong, and the Foundation’s profile has never been higher, through the speaker series 
and frequent donor communication.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Lawrence Soloway thanked everyone for attending and made a motion to adjourn the Annual General 
Meeting of the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation for 2021.  
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Moved by: Roger Greenberg   Seconded by: Sharon Appotive 
Approved Unanimously 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 


