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Letter from the Chair 
June 2025 
 
Dear Friends,

I will begin by thanking each of you for your ongoing, generous support of the  
Jewish Federation of Ottawa. The 2025 Annual Campaign remained strong, raising 
over $5 million. These vital funds have had a significant impact on our community - 
strengthening security, enriching education, caring for our most vulnerable,  
supporting work on advocacy, and combatting antisemitism. At the same time,  
Federation continued to offer meaningful Jewish experiences for individuals of all 
ages and all backgrounds.

This past year has been marked by significant challenges. The continued rise in antisemitism, both globally and 
right here in our beloved city, has been devastating. 

Despite this reality, Federation continues to thrive, bringing new and creative initiatives to Jewish Ottawa. As of 
June 2025, the Microgrants program has been exceptionally successful, allocating over $100,000 to empower  
58 grassroots initiatives, strengthening the fabric of our community. 

This year, Federation sent 11 students on the March of the Living Program, and 16 young adults on Birthright,  
giving them a deeper connection to our history, and providing them with a greater appreciation for the importance 
of the State of Israel to the Jewish people. 

For young families, our PJ Library program is flourishing, connecting hundreds of families to Jewish stories and  
traditions. And programs for young adults including Capital J and J-Fellows, provides mentorship and support for 
our next generation of community leaders.

In the upcoming months, the Jewish Federation of Ottawa will be launching our new Strategic Plan. It will aim to 
enhance a sense of belonging for all community members, encourage deeper connections to Jewish life, and  
ensure a thriving future for Jewish Ottawa.

As I conclude my two-year term as Chair of the Board, I feel tremendous gratitude to have had the opportunity to 
work alongside a dedicated and passionate group of professional and lay leaders, volunteers and community  
members. I am pleased to welcome Danya Vered as the new Board chair. I am confident in her leadership, knowing 
that she will guide us forward with tremendous care, compassion, strength, and wisdom. 

Am Yisrael Chai.

With profound gratitude,

 
Karen Palayew 
Chair, Board of Directors, Jewish Federation of Ottawa



INNOVATIVE
CAPACITY  
BUILDING 

 Funding for local organizations    JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024
(Federation’s fiscal year)

TOTALGRANTS
COMMUNITY  

IMPACT  

GRANTS 
EMERGENCY  

FUNDING

MICROGRANTS  
TO AGENCIES 

(*INDIVIDUALS)

ALLOCATIONS

AGENCY

**Accounting variance  
due to this year’s realized 

deferred less newly deferred

FY24 Local Community Services  $2,512,905
Overseas & National Agencies: Domestic Agenda  $559,450
Jewish Community Campus of Ottawa capital reserves, expenses & vacancies  $310,394 
Total Allocations  $3,382,749
**Other Net Deferred                                    $183,250
Total 2024 Campaign Allocations  $3,565,999

AJA 50+  $13,000  $4,000     $17,000
Beit Tikvah   $2,500  $4,487    $6,987
CBB  $22,000  $1,748  $7,000    $30,748
Chabad Hebrew School  $20,040    $7,000   $27,040
Chabad of Centrepointe   $6,300     $6,300
Chabad of Kanata   $2,500     $2,500
Chabad Student Network  $3,500  $1,200     $4,700
Chabad of Wellington West   $4,800     $4,800
Congregation Machzikei Hadas   $4,400   $8,752   $13,152
Hillel on Campus  $51,000  $533  $6,000    $57,533
Hillel Lodge  $231,787   $5,000  $15,000   $251,787
JET Ottawa $27,000  $6,800     $33,800
Jewish Family Services  $384,487  $3,400  $10,000  $28,752   $426,639
Jewish Youth Library  $7,400  $2,500   $17,222   $27,122
Kehillat Beth Israel   $4,050     $4,050
NCSY  $24,200  $1,130     $25,330
Or Haneshamah  $1,000      $1,000
OJCS  $554,526   $5,000    $559,526
Ottawa Kosher Food Bank   $2,500     $2,500
Ottawa Modern Jewish School  $15,821  $450  $6,000  $6,500   $28,771
OTT@ KBI  $12,657    $3,500   $16,157
Ottawa Torah Centre  $13,000  $11,200   $8,752   $32,952
TDSO, Yeshiva High School of Ottawa  $16,500      $16,500
Sephardi Association  $2,000  $2,500  $3,401    $7,901
Soloway JCC  $384,667 $5,605   $20,000   $410,272
Tamir  $86,787      $86,787
Temple Israel   $4,500   $8,752   $13,252
Temple Israel Religious School  $36,916   $6,000  $6,500   $49,416
Torah Day School  $222,040   $6,000  $16,500   $244,540
Torah High  $20,040    $5,500   $25,540
Young Israel   $2,080     $2,080
Ohev Yisroel     $2,284   $2,284
CHES     $20,000   $20,000
Chabad Lubavitch     $8,752   $8,752
Microgrants to Individuals      $45,187  $45,187
Total  $2,150,368  $74,696  $58,888  $183,766  $45,187  $2,512,905
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Your support makes a difference  Your support makes a difference  
in the lives of many. in the lives of many. 

Thank youThank you to our   to our  
Corporate Partners.Corporate Partners.
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MISSION
To advance and promote  

an exceptional quality of Jewish life
 

VISION 
A thriving Ottawa Jewish community that is welcoming,  

inclusive, accessible, educated and engaged
 

CORE VALUES 
Torah, chesed (loving kindness), k’lal Yisrael  

(Jewish peoplehood), tzedakah (philanthropic giving),  
tikkun olam (repairing the world) 

 
Enduring affinity and support for the Jewish State of Israel

CORPORATE PRINCIPLES 
 • Collaboration and partnership 
 

• Care, acceptance, and respect for every individual 
 

• Transparency and accountability 
 

• Innovative and forward-thinking leadership


