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Judaism has always been a culture built around community. This notion is stressed in the many commandments that were given to us that may only be practiced within a group. At the same time, Jewish teachings frown upon having a blind allegiance to a community; individuals are encouraged to form their own opinions and take an active role in society. Each member is celebrated for his or her unique skills, forming a diverse and complex society. Individuals, in fact, are responsible for their society, they must each offer their unique skillset. 
Community has always played a pivotal role in my life. My parents have consistently demonstrated activism. It is through them I learned that activism is not always achieved in grand gestures; rather it is formed through a collection of small deeds, often occurring behind the scenes. Simple acts such as hosting individuals for Jewish holidays, involvement in community boards, and dedicating a few hours of one’s time, can have a profound impact on society at large. While attending Yitzhak Rabin High School, the faculty provided me with the opportunity to partake in a wide variety of volunteerism. The school encouraged students such as myself to take part in dialogues surrounding our education, and to utilize creative thinking when approaching our educational goals. The ability to see how my ideas and simple changes impacted the community at large encouraged my activism and left a lasting impression on me. I knew when I moved to University I had the skills to rally a community and that no goal was out of reach when working within a group. When I began University I became active in Hillel at Ryerson. By second year, I had become the Arts and Culture Chair on the board. This role allowed me to bridge the gaps between various student groups by initiating programming that addressed shared values such as film viewings and art projects. These cultural programs created an environment open to dialogue. 
I have always felt a deep connection to the Jewish community locally and internationally. In 2011, I chose to pursue a volunteer based internship position at the Israel museum. I felt my skills could be utilized in Israel as there was little scholarship in photographic preservation available to them. While I was there, I trained other volunteers and workers in different preservation methodologies. 
The longer I worked within the art community, the more I understood the creative field’s ability to bring people together. Communities that would otherwise not be associated with each other could come together to discuss major social and political issues through art. This bridging encouraged my studies and led me to pursue a Master’s in Photographic Preservation and Collections Management. Through the MA program, I gained skills in preserving art objects, organizing collections to make them more accessible, and learned how to document objects in a way that allowed for their narrative to be understood. Throughout my studies, I utilized my skills by volunteering in institutions such as George Eastman House Intentional Museum of Photography and Film, Rochester, New York; Visual Studies Workshop, Rochester, New York; New York Public Library, New York, New York; and the National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. At each institution, I worked on making their collections more accessible to the public; I conducted a study of the ways in which the collections were being used in order to develop an individual system that would suit their needs. At the same time, I was able to facilitate research at these institutions by connecting researchers who were unaware of material held at these cultural gems. 
The focus of my doctoral research was a natural progression of personal experience. My study will focus on documenting the narrative of North American artists of the sixties who were active within their communities acting as leaders and educators, thus shaping the language of visual culture. In September of 2015, I will begin conducting this research as part of my Doctoral studies in Art History at Concordia University under the guidance of Martha Langford. It is this research that will be supported by the community through the George Joseph Copper Scholarship Award. I am thrilled to be able to continue my community involvement while conducting intensive research supported by the scholarship. Through my activism I was able to gain access to different perspectives and enrich my understanding of the world at large. I continue daily to experience the deep impact individuals can have in shaping society at large.
