
 
 
 
 

Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation 2021 AGM Program  
 

 
1. Call to Order & Welcome  

(Lawrence Weinstein, Chair) 
 

2. Approvals & Motions 
 (Lawrence Weinstein): 

Acceptance of Financial Statements ending December 31st, 2020  
Motion to Appoint Auditors  
Approval of Minutes of June 4th, 2020 
Approve the Acts of Officers  & Directors since June 4th, 2020  

 
3. Governance Committee Report & Motion: Election of Directors  

(Gillie Vered, Chair – Governance Committee) 
 

4. Congratulate Scholarship winners 
(Lawrence Weinstein) 
 

5. Fireside Chat 
(Andrea, Freedman, Lawrence Weinstein, Lawrence Soloway)  

 
6. Good & Welfare and Adjournment  

(Lawrence Soloway) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 



 
 

OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MOTIONS: JUNE 3, 2021 

 
 

1. Be it resolved that: The presentation of the financial statements of the Ottawa Jewish 
Community Foundation for the year ended December 31, 2020 as audited by GGFL,  
together with the audit report thereon,  as approved by the Board of Directors, is 
hereby accepted. 
 

2. Be it resolved that: We appoint as auditors – GGFL until the next Annual meeting or until 
a successor is appointed, and that remuneration of such auditors be fixed by the Board 
of Directors. 

 
3. Be it resolved that: We approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 

June 4, 2020. 
 

4. Be it resolved that: The acts of the officers and directors since the  June 4, 2020  Annual 
General Meeting and all acts, contracts, bylaws, proceedings, appointments, elections 
and payments enacted, made, done and taken by the Directors and Officers of the 
Foundation since the last Annual General Meeting are hereby approved, ratified and 
confirmed. 
 

5. Be it resolved that: The Board member slate is declared elected and approved by 
acclamation to their respective positions. 
 

 



                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Members of the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation:  
 
Since its inception, this organization has been charged with the responsibility to act as a custodian of our community’s 
charitable assets. The Foundation appreciates your ongoing commitment and support as we engage in our mission to 
secure our community’s future by building permanent resources to help fund the challenges and needs of our Jewish 
Community and its beneficiary agencies.  
 
During this pandemic, the Foundation’s importance to the community has never been more apparent. During a time of 
need, we were able to provide much needed funds offering a financial lifeline for organizations.  
 
Thanks in large part to the diligent and thoughtful work of the Foundation’s Investment Committee, our Investment 
Advisor, Guardian Partners (formerly BNY Mellon Wealth Management), and various Fund Managers, we are pleased to 
report that we ended 2020 with a positive return of 5.4% net of fees.  Based on the desire to maintain support for our 
community’s important organizations, the Foundation Board of Directors made the decision to once again allocate 4% of 
the average capital to agencies. These disbursements help to ensure ongoing base levels of support and service are 
provided to agency recipients. 
 
The audited financial statements show in greater detail the income and allocations made by the Foundation in 2020.  
During 2020, the Foundation received $771,786 in new capital and investment income earned was $2,954,208 net of 
fees.  That brings the 2020 income to $3,725,994. In addition to this, the Foundation received $392,043 of new capital 
for third party managed funds. A listing of all grants is included in the annual report. Capital funds held by the 
Foundation at December 31, 2020 totaled $73,333,669, which includes funds managed on behalf of other charitable 
organizations, from which the Foundation receives a management fee.  
 
The work of the Foundation is only accomplished thanks to the efforts of many hard working community members. 
Dedicated volunteers continue to work diligently on your behalf to ensure that the best choices are made for our 
community’s largest financial assets. These individuals make certain that we have the best policies and practices in place 
to secure strong asset growth and operational efficiency. A special thank you is extended to all the members of the 
Foundation’s Investment committee and Board of Directors for their work on behalf of our community, our donors, and 
our fund holders. 
 
Finally, I want to thank the members of the finance team for all their diligent work, as it has not been easy managing 
through a CFO transition.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adina Libin 
Treasurer and Board Member 
 
 

2020 Treasurer’s report 
 
Adina Libin 
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OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: THURSDAY, JUNE 4TH, 2020 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation held at 7:00 PM 
on June 4, 2020 by Zoom conference. 
 
Recorder: Solange Ashe 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Lawrence Weinstein, Chair, called the meeting to order 7:05 PM and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Lawrence gave a special welcome to all past chairs, agency representatives and fund holders. 
 
D’VAR TORAH: 
 
Rabbi Gavriel Rudin of Young Israel of Ottawa delivered the D’Var Torah.  
 
ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF THE FOUNDATION: 
 
President and CEO Address:  
 
Andrea Freedman gave her address, highlighting the work of the Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation 
in 2019, the Life & Legacy initiative that is being undertaken by the Foundation with the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, and welcomed all new fund holders. Andrea thanked Lawrence Weinstein, the 
Board and Staff of the Foundation and the volunteers for all of their hard work throughout the year. 
 
APPROVALS AND MOTIONS: 
 
Approval of the Financial Statements of the Foundation: 
 
Be it resolved that: The presentation of the financial statements of the Ottawa Jewish Community 
Foundation for the year ended December 31, 2019 as audited by GGFL,  together with the audit report 
thereon,  as approved by the Board of Directors, is hereby accepted. 
 
Moved by:  Adina Libin   Seconded by:  Harold Feder 
Approved Unanimously 
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Appointment of Auditors: 
  
A motion was made to appoint GGFL as auditors until the next Annual Meeting or until a successor is 
appointed, and that the remuneration of such auditors be fixed by the Board of Directors. 
 
Moved by:  Adina Libin   Seconded by:  Sharon Appotive 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the June 6, 2019 Annual General Meeting: 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2019 Annual General Meeting.  
 
Moved by: Sandy Pollack  Seconded by: Paul Finn 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Approval of the Acts of the Officers and Directors: 
 
A motion was made that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, elections and 
payments enacted, made, done and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Foundation since the last 
Annual General Meeting on June 6, 2019 are hereby approved, ratified, and confirmed. 
 
Moved by: Roger Greenberg  Seconded by: Lawrence Soloway 
Approved Unanimously 
 
INVESTMENT UPDATE – BNY MELLON 
 
Errol Kuszner, the Foundation’s investment manager, provided an investment update focusing on the 
experience of the financial market through the current climate and reinforcing the balanced approach 
instated by the Investment Committee.  
Errol advised that the financial results for 2019 were very strong, and continue to be strong in 2020, 
despite the draw down.  
 
Errol confirmed that the rebound, since the March 23rd market bottom to today, is the strongest 50 day 
move that the markets have seen in 75 years, with the portfolio increasing in value to just over $6M. 
 
Errol thanked the Foundation for their 20 year partnership with BNY Mellon and advised that BNY 
Mellon remains committed to helping the Foundation exceed its financial goals. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Gillie Vered, Chair of the Governance Committee, presented the committee’s report for the coming 
year. He announced that Paul Finn’s term was ending and thanked Paul for his dedication to the board 
and the community. Gillie welcomed Erin Zipes to the board and confirmed that Sandy Pollack has 
agreed to accept the role of incoming Vice-Chair. Gillie noted that the report was provided in advance of 
the meeting on the Foundation website.  
 
The 2020-2021 slate of board members (elected for a 3 year term): 
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Fred Seller, nominated for a three-year term (2020–2023) 
Ken Wright, nominated for a three-year term (2020–2023) 
Sandy Pollack, nominated for a three-year term (2020–2023) 
Erin Zipes, nominated for a three-year term (2020–2023) 
 

As the nomination period closed on May 31, 2020 with no additional nominations submitted, Gillie 
asked for the following motion: 
 
Be it resolved that: The Board member slate is declared elected and approved by acclamation to their 
respective positions. 
 
Moved by: Gillie Vered   Seconded by: Lynne Oreck-Wener 
Approved Unanimously 
 
Gillie thanked the members of the committee for their hard work.    
 
PRESENTATION OF THE ILANA AND STEVEN RUBIN SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: 
 
Paul Finn announced three scholarship winners- Sharon Liu, Natalie Hale, and Botond Ivan – and 
thanked Steven Rubin for his continued support. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GEORGE JOSEPH COOPER SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: 
 
Paul Finn announced the George Joseph Cooper Scholarship Award winner. 
 
This year’s recipient is Shaked Karabelnicoff. Shaked has been highly active with Hillel on Campus, the 
Chabad Student Network as well as CJPAC, the Canadian Jewish Political Affairs Committee. Shaked has 
demonstrated strong leadership and activism in support of Israel and has published articles on this issue 
in the university, making her a wonderful role model and worthy recipient of this year’s scholarship.  
 
CHAIRS REMARKS: 
 
Lawrence Weinstein congratulated the scholarship winners and thanked Paul Finn for his dedication to 
the Foundation. 
 
Lawrence confirmed that the Lesh family donated their annual grant to Tamir, and the WCPP will 
contribute to Jewish Family Services’ Shalom Bayit and Tikvah programs. Lawrence thanked the Lesh 
family and WCPP for their generosity and continued commitment to the community. 
 
Lawrence expressed confidence in the Foundation’s investment portfolio and pride in the work that the 
Foundation has accomplished. He thanked everyone for their assistance in helping to ensure that 
community needs are met. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: 
 
Ian Freedman, President of Loblaw’s apparel division, Joe Fresh, spoke about the challenges faced by 
people, communities, organizations and businesses in the current reality. Ian spoke about the 
complicated process for Joe Fresh to get product from concept to market and the challenges with the 



Page 4 of 4 
 

current inability to travel or communicate with colleagues and clients in person. Ian discussed how Joe 
Fresh developed a way to leverage technology to manage the lengthy product cycle, all while working 
remotely and remaining connected to colleagues. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the Annual General Meeting of the Ottawa Jewish Community 
Foundation for 2020.  
 
Moved by: Ken Wright     Seconded by: Bernard Shinder 
Approved Unanimously 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 



 

 
 
To:  Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation Board of Directors 
From:    Gillie Vered, Chair of the Governance Committee  
Date:  March 4, 2021 
Re:  Slate of Nominations for 2021/22        

 
The Governance Committee is pleased to issue the following recommendations for the 2021/22 slate of 
nominees. Board members ending their term as of June 3, 2021 are Sharon Appotive, Jonathan Ben-
Choreen Freedman, Susan Margles, and Gillie Vered. 
 
In addition, Lenora Zelikovitz has elected to end her term on the board this year. 
 
We thank Susan and Lenora for their service to the Foundation.   We also thank Gillie Vered for his 
service to the Foundation, and his leadership of the Investment Committee and the Board of Directors. 
  
The Governance Committee recommends the following names to stand for election at the June 3rd AGM 
to fill the vacancies required for the 2021/22 year: 
 

Sharon Appotive   For a 3 year term 
Jonathan Ben-Choreen Freedman For a 3 year term 
Tamara Fathi    For a 3 year term 
Jules Sigler    For a 3 year term 
Susan Viner Vered   For a 3-year term 
 

 
Proposed New Board for the Coming Year: 
 

Board Member Term Ending Comments 
Adina Libin 2022 Re-elected in 2019 
Lawrence Soloway 2022 Re-elected in 2019 
Lawrence Weinstein 2022 Re-elected in 2019 
Neil Zaret 2022 Elected in 2019 
Erin Zipes 2023 Elected in 2020 
Fred Seller 2023 Re-elected in 2020 
Ken Wright 2023 Re-elected in 2020 
Sandy Pollack 2023 Re-elected in 2020 
Jonathan Ben-Choreen Freedman 2024 To be re-elected in 2021 
Sharon Appotive 2024 To be re-elected in 2021 
Tamara Fathi 2024 To be elected in 2021 
Jules Sigler 2024 To be elected in 2021 
Susan Viner Vered 2024 To be elected in 2021 

 
 
 



Proposed Officer Positions for 2021/22 (to be approved immediately following the AGM):  
 

Vice Chair:   Sandy Pollack 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Adina Libin 

 
 
At the AGM, Lawrence Soloway will assume the role of Chair.   Lawrence Weinstein will assume the role 
of Immediate Past Chair. 
 
In accordance with Section VIII-b-i of the By-laws, any two members of the Corporation may nominate 
additional directors at any time up to seven (7) days prior to the meeting at which the directors are to 
be elected so long as such nominations are made in writing and deposited with the Secretary of the 
Corporation.  A notice advising OJCF members will be posted on the OJCF website on May 1 and 
published in the May 2021 editions of the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin.  The Nomination period will be closed 
on May 27, 2021. 
 
The Officers (other than the President and Immediate Past-Chair) shall be appointed by the Board of 
Directors from among those Directors elected by the members at the annual meeting.  Therefore, a brief 
10 minute special Board meeting will be held directly after the annual meeting on June 3, 2021 to elect 
the Officers for the coming year (2021/22).  The slate of nominees will be circulated to the new Board 
via e-mail prior to the AGM.    
 
Many thanks to the Governance Committee for their contributions: Lawrence Weinstein, Lawrence 
Soloway, Lynne Oreck-Wener and Richard Roth. 
 
 



 

 

Condominium Corporation No. 0000 

 

 
 

Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation 
Proxy Form 

 
 

 
 
 

1. I am the member in respect of the Fund, 
(Street Address)  , (City) , (Province) , 
(Postal Code) . 

 

2. I , appoint , to be a proxy (known as the “Proxy”) 
to attend and vote on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Ottawa Jewish 
Community Foundation to be held on the 3r d  day of June, 2021, and at any adjournment of 
the meeting. 

 
3. The Proxy may vote on my behalf in respect to all matters that may come before the Meeting in 

his or her discretion, subject to any instructions set out below as I could do if personally present 
at the Meeting. 

 
4. I revoke all proxies previously given. 

 
 

Dated this day of , 2021, at am/pm. 
 

 
  

Signature Print Name 
 

 

PROXY FOR GENERAL MATTERS AND FOR THE 
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
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