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Speaker Biographies 

 

Rabbi Marc Baker 

Rabbi Marc Baker, CJP’s President and CEO, has spent most of his life in Greater 
Boston’s Jewish community. An organizational leader and educator, Rabbi Baker served 
as Head of School at Gann Academy, Greater Boston’s pluralistic Jewish high school, for 
11 years prior to joining CJP. A native of Lynnfield, Rabbi Baker was active in the JCC and 
at Camp Bauercrest throughout his childhood. He lived in Jerusalem for four years, 
studying at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies and The Hebrew University. Rabbi Baker 
regularly speaks, writes, and teaches about Judaism, the Jewish community, and 
leadership. For the past several years he served as scholar-in-residence for CJP’s Cynthia 
and Leon Shulman Acharai Leadership Program. Rabbi Baker attended Phillips Academy 
Andover and received his bachelor’s degree in religious studies from Yale University. He 
lives in Brookline with his wife, Jill, and their four children.  
 

Edward J. Beckwith 

Ed Beckwith is nationally recognized for his skill and commitment as counsel to high-net-worth 
families and charities across the country. He serves as the national leader of BakerHostetler's 
tax-exempt organizations and charitable giving practice. Mr. Beckwith's experience includes the 
legal and administrative specialties required to establish and successfully guide the operations 
of charitable and educational organizations, healthcare institutions and trade associations. He 
advises families, family offices and their professionals with respect to the tax-efficient 
accumulation, management and distribution of their personal wealth. His advice is often sought 
with respect to the governance and "best practices" of such organizations and the maintenance 
of their tax-exempt status, as well as the tax and practical aspects of contributions and other 
financial support programs. A significant aspect of Mr. Beckwith's practice involves the 
application of tax laws to family and business financial arrangements, including the preparation 
of related documents to conserve and transfer wealth, the administration of such arrangements, 
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and the representation of clients before legislative, judicial and regulatory branches of 
government at all levels. 

For his entire professional career, Mr. Beckwith has lectured throughout the United States and 
has written extensively, including articles and speeches for the American Law Institute and the 
American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). He frequently chairs continuing 
education programs for private wealth professionals and has been an adjunct tax professor at 
the Georgetown University Law Center for 35 years, where he currently teaches and 
coordinates a graduate-level certificate program in Advanced Estate and Charitable Planning. 

 

David T. Brown 

David T. Brown is the National Campaign Chair of The Jewish Federations of North America. 
He is the immediate past chair of Israel & Overseas at JFNA and also served as chair of the 
Domestic Policy & Government Affairs Committee. 
  
Mr. Brown is an active Board member of the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago (JUF). He is the immediate past-Chair of its Board of Directors and is a 
member of its Executive Committee. He has held multiple positions at JUF, including Chair of 
the Overall Planning and Allocations Committee (OPAC), End of the Year Chair for the 2004 
and 2008 campaigns, Chair of the Government Affairs Committee, and President of the Young 
Leadership Division. He is active in AIPAC and is a regular visitor to Israel. He has run in the 
Chicago Marathon 11 times on behalf of the American Liver Foundation, the American Cancer 
Society, and most recently on behalf of JUF. 
  
Mr. Brown is an accomplished attorney and committed civic leader. He is Chairman of the 
Chicago-based law firm, Much Shelist, P.C., where he is actively involved in strategic planning 
and leadership development for the firm. He is an experienced business and transactional 
attorney who also serves as a valued business advisor to his clients. 
  
Mr. Brown is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago School of Law and the University of 
Illinois. 

 

Paul H. Feinberg 

Before his retirement from the national law firm Baker Hostetler, Paul H. Feinberg’s practice in 
its Cleveland office centered on tax exempt organizations, nonprofit corporation law and 
charitable giving.  

Since retiring in 2006, he has been serving, on a volunteer basis, as a member of the staff of 
the Jewish Federation of Cleveland.  As the Federation's Senior Counsel, he advises on issues 
related to donor advised funds, supporting foundations, Form 990 reporting and endowment 
fund/planned giving matters.  

He also has been a legal adviser, on a volunteer basis, to the Planned Giving and Endowment 
Department of The Jewish Federations of North America.  

During the 1970’s, he was an Assistant General Counsel of The Ford Foundation and among 
his main responsibilities was legal oversight of the Foundation’s program-related investment 
activities.   
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He is an adjunct professor of law at the Case Western Reserve University School of Law. He 
teaches courses on the law of nonprofit organizations for the Law School and also for the 
Masters of Nonprofit Organizations program of the Case Western Reserve University social 
work school. 

He is a member of the Exempt Organizations Committee of the Tax Section of the American Bar 
Association and served for a number of years as the co-chair of the Committee’s subcommittee 
on private foundations. 

Education:  

LL.M. (in Taxation), New York University School of Law  

LL.B., Harvard Law School, cum laude (member, Harvard Legal Aid Bureau)  

A.B., University of Pennsylvania (with honors in Political Science) 

 

Charlie Glassenberg 

Charlie Glassenberg is Vice President, Gift Planning, Investment Partnerships and Corporate 
Compliance, at Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP), Boston’s Jewish federation. 
Mr. Glassenberg focuses on growing CJP’s Donor Advised Fund program, which serves over 
700 individuals and families and has over $1.4 billion in philanthropic capital, overseeing CJP’s 
enterprise risk management efforts and on integrating planned giving into CJP’s overall 
development program. He also staffs two committees overseeing CJP’s $2 billion in 
philanthropic capital under management, serves as liaison for CJP’s Jewish Community 
Endowment Pool, LLP (JCEP), which manages endowment assets from over eighty Jewish 
community organizations, oversees CJP’s gift acceptance process and serves as Assistant 
Secretary to the Board of Directors. Prior to joining CJP in 2008, Mr. Glassenberg was Director 
of Planned Giving and Director of Development Operations at Hebrew SeniorLife in Boston. He 
is a graduate of Amherst College and Johns Hopkins University, and received a Certificate in 
Financial Planning from Boston University. Mr. Glassenberg is a past member of the Executive 
Board of the Planned Giving Group of New England, is past School Committee Co-Chair and 
Trustee of Temple Emanuel in Newton Centre and serves as Class Leadership Giving Co-Chair 
for Amherst College. 

 

Gail J. Gordon 

Gail J. Gordon is an advisor on planned giving and endowment management to development 
professionals throughout the Jewish federation system. In addition to identifying best practices 
and designing educational programs about them, she helps to structure planned gifts that allow 
donors to realize their philanthropic vision and federations and Jewish community foundations to 
sustain the vibrancy of the Jewish community at home and abroad. Ms. Gordon acts as liaison 
with the LIFE & LEGACY™ program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.  She previously 
served as the Endowment Director of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle. Before joining 
the Seattle Federation, Ms. Gordon was a securities lawyer, first with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission and the British Columbia Securities Commission and then in private 
practice. Ms. Gordon holds a JD from the University of Washington School of Law and a BA 
from the University of Pennsylvania. She lived in Israel for 15 months, where she completed the 
Year Program of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem and attended Ulpan at the 
University of Haifa and Hebrew University. 
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Alan D. Gross 

Following 34 years of Federation service, Mr. Gross retired as Vice President of the Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland in March 2018. His primary Federation responsibilities included 
management of its Endowment Development Program and engagement in the advancement of 
state and federal tax policy affecting charitable giving and exempt organizations. Mr. Gross 
served as co-chair of JFNA’s Domestic Affairs Cabinet/Charitable Giving and Incentives 
Workshop for more than 10 years. In addition, he has instructed endowment professionals at 
multiple JFNA New Endowment Professional Institutes over the last 15 years.  
 
Mr. Gross was named the 2012 Conway Mentor of the Year by the Northern Ohio Planned 
Giving Council.  In 2018, the Estate Planning Council of Cleveland named Mr. Gross as its 
Distinguished Estate Planner of the Year. 
 
Mr. Gross is a 1970 graduate of Kenyon College and a 1974 graduate of the Vanderbilt 
University School of Law.  In 1996, Mr. Gross retired from the US Army Reserves JAG Corp 
with the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
 

Edward Shapiro 

From 1997-2016, Edward Shapiro was a Managing Partner and Portfolio Manager at PAR 
Capital Management, Inc., a $5 billion Boston-based investment management firm. Mr. Shapiro 
has served on the board of United Airlines since April 2016.  He previously served on the 
boards of Global Eagle Entertainment (2013-2019), US Airways (2005-2008), Web.com 
(formerly Interland, 2001-2005), Suddenlink Communications (2003-2012) and Lodgenet 
Interactive (2009-2013).  

At the end of 2016, Mr. Shapiro retired from PAR Capital Management in order to devote his 
attention to his family’s charitable foundation (The Shapiro Foundation, 
www.theshapirofoundation.org) and philanthropic activities (with an emphasis on refugee relief 
and resettlement).  

Prior to joining PAR Capital, Mr. Shapiro was a Vice President at Wellington Management 
Company (1990-1997), an analyst at Morgan Stanley in New York and Los Angeles (1986-
1988) and Kayne Anderson Investment Management in Los Angeles (1989-1990). 

He also serves on the nonprofit boards of The Wharton School, Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies of Greater Boston, RefugePoint and Social Finance.  He is actively involved with 
nonprofits including: Boston Children’s Hospital, UNICEF, The International Rescue Committee, 
Partners-in-Health, the International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP), Southern New 
Hampshire University, Duet, The Refugee Hub at the University of Ottawa, HIAS, The HOME 
Project (Greece), Unitaf (Israel), Jewish Family Service of MetroWest New Jersey, Jewish 
Vocational Services, Temple Beth Elohim, YearUp, and IsraAID. 

Mr. Shapiro earned his Bachelor of Science degree in economics from the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School in 1986 and an MBA from UCLA’s Anderson School of 
Management in 1990.  

He lives in Needham, MA, with his wife Barbara, son Joshua (18) and daughter Samantha 
(17).   

  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshapirofoundation.org&data=01%7C01%7CGail.Gordon%40JewishFederations.org%7C77a73a64c5014fcf004f08d71118c4fb%7Ca2629e10d179414db2b3fb0e45c687ab%7C0&sdata=gO66rL2tHJYHm%2F3jbcGKqTb8U0Ym%2Be0VPUuJIwAZZhg%3D&reserved=0
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Beth Sirull 

Beth Sirull is a mission-driven, pragmatic leader with the demonstrated ability to marshal both 
financial capital and human resources to deliver exceptional results on time and within budget. 
In March 2017, Ms. Sirull became the President and CEO of the Jewish Community Foundation 
of San Diego (JCFSD) which manages over $550 million in philanthropic assets for 
organizations and individuals.  JCFSD recently became the first Jewish Community Foundation 
in the United States to offer its donors an impact investment option aligned with Jewish values 
across multiple asset classes.  

Prior to joining JCFSD, Ms. Sirull served as President/CEO of Pacific Community Ventures 
(PCV), a combined for-profit/nonprofit community development organization that leverages 
human and financial capital investment to create jobs and economic opportunities in low income 
communities.  Ms. Sirull led PCV through a period of significant growth, doubling revenues and 
increasing net assets by over 50%.  The organization launched a small business loan fund to 
complement its equity funds and built a global reputation as a thought leader, advisor and 
knowledge manager in impact investing. Previously, Ms.Sirull worked in several marketing and 
strategy positions in financial services.   

Ms. Sirull received the 2015 James Irvine Foundation California Leadership Award, recognizing 
Californians who are advancing innovative, proven and replicable solutions to critical issues 
facing the state. She was named to Forbes' list of 30 Top Social Entrepreneurs in 2012 and to 
the San Francisco Business Times' list of Most Influential Women in Business in 2013.  She is 
the author of Creating Your Life Collage: Strategies for Solving the Work/Life Dilemma 
(©Random House, 2000).  Ms.Sirull holds an undergraduate degree from Brandeis University, 
an MBA from Boston University and an MPP from the Goldman School of Public Policy at the 
University of California, Berkeley.  

 

Lisa F. Wallack 

Ms.Wallack graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and received her J.D. summa cum 
laude from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. She practiced litigation at the 
Massachusetts law firm of Choate, Hall & Stewart from 1993-2001, before beginning a career as 
a professional volunteer.  Ms. Wallack served on the Board of Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
(“CJP”) and as Co-Chair of CJP’s 2011 and 2018 Annual Campaigns.  She also serves as Co-
Chair of CJP’s Strategic Israel Engagement Committee and as a member of CJP’s 
Development Committee.  Ms. Wallack previously served as co-chair of CJP’s Boston-Haifa 
Connection, the Cynthia and Leon Shulman Acharai Leadership Development Program (class of 
2013-2014) and as co-chair of CJP’s Day School Education Commission.  She is the recipient 
of CJP’s Young Leadership Award and of CJP’s Circle of Excellence Awards for Growth and for 
Leadership.  Ms. Wallack is a graduate of CJP’s Acharai leadership development program and 
of the United Jewish Communities’ National Young Leadership Cabinet.  Ms. Wallack is an 
active leader at The Rashi School and Gann Academy.  She served as co-chair of The Rashi 
School’s $30 million Capital Campaign that led to the building of the school’s state-of-the-art 
facility and also co-chaired Gann’s Comprehensive Campaign. Ms. Wallack also serves on the 
National Council and Massachusetts Council of AIPAC, and is a graduate of AIPAC’s 
Leadership Institute.  Finally, Ms. Wallack serves on the International Board of Directors of 
JDRF (the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) and she chaired JDRFI’s Nominating and 
Governance Committee.  She also served as President of JDRF’s New England Chapter 
Board.  Ms. Wallack lived in Israel from 1987 to 1990 after attending the World Union of Jewish 
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Students graduate program.  She returns to Israel frequently, and has led numerous missions to 
Israel.  Ms. Wallack and her husband, Neil, have 3 children and live in Weston, MA, and are 
active members of Temple Beth Elohim in Wellesley, MA. 
 

Steven M. Woolf 

Steven Woolf joined the Washington office of The Jewish Federations of North America as 
Senior Tax Policy Counsel in February, 2007. In his position, Mr. Woolf fulfills the role of chief 
advocate and lobbyist on legislative proposals, administrative regulations, and public policy 
issues before Congress and the Executive Branch regarding non-profit tax issues.  He also 
works closely with planning giving colleagues at JFNA and throughout the Federation 
movement. In addition, Mr. Woolf coordinates the activities of the JFNA Emergency Committee 
which was formed over 25 years ago as a mechanism for the Federation movement to provide 
assistance to those impacted by natural and man-made disasters.  
 
Mr. Woolf spent most of his career working in the National Tax Office of the Big Four accounting 
firm, PricewaterhouseCoopers and its predecessor Coopers & Lybrand, representing clients on 
tax legislative and regulatory issues before the Congress, the Treasury Department and the 
Internal Revenue Service.   
 
He received his B.S.F.S. from Georgetown University, his M.A. from Brown University, and his 
J.D. from the American University. A frequent lecturer at professional education programs, 
Mr. Woolf serves on the Board of Advisors of the New York University Law School National 
Center on Philanthropy and the Law and is also the author and editor of numerous articles and 
books including the Coopers & Lybrand Guide to Business Tax Strategies published by Simon & 
Schuster and International Tax Summaries published by John Wiley & Sons.  
 


