ISRAEL ANNIVERSARY GA MISSION
Draft Itinerary – Subject to Change

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17 – ARRIVAL & ZICHRON YA’AKOV
Welcome to Israel!
Upon your arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, meet your driver and transfer to Zichron

Ya’akov, where the mission will begin this evening.

For those arriving in Israel prior to October 17, transportation will be provided from
Tel Aviv.

2:45 PM

Drive north along the scenic coastal route for an optional visit to Caesarea,
former Roman capital of the region. Explore the 2,000-year-old Roman
amphitheater, Crusader harbor and 12th-century ramparts at Caesarea. This
ancient city on the Mediterranean Sea was constructed by Herod the Great
and was one of the most splendid cities in the ancient Near East. It was the
capital of the province for almost 600 years.
Check into the Elma Arts Hotel in Zichron Ya’akov. The mission officially
begins this evening with an opening cocktail reception on the hotel’s
beautiful terrace overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, followed by dinner with
a distinguished and notable Israeli delegate.
Later this evening, join an optional guided tour of the Elma Hotel's renowned
Elstein Gallery.

OVERNIGHT: Elma Arts Hotel, Zichron Ya’akov

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 – NORTHERN ISRAEL
*Federations with P2G communities in the North will have the option to visit their
P2G community this morning. Please note that transportation and other associated
costs are not included in the price of the mission. Please contact Tikva for more
information.

8:30 AM

Following breakfast at the hotel, embark on a walking tour of the historic
town of Zichron Ya’akov. Explore Zichron’s beautiful landscape, learn about
its rich Zionist history, and experience the town’s modern-day look and feel.

Hear an update on current activities in the region from a security expert.
Learn about the precautions and security measures that are being taken to
ensure the safety of those living in Northern Israel.
Enjoy a special culinary workshop with local residents and learn more about
daily life in Israel’s northern region.
Meet renowned Israeli winemaker Roni Saslove for a curated tasting of the
region's best wines and enjoy dinner at Mata'im restaurant.
9:00 PM

See a live musical performance at the Elma Hotel’s renowned auditorium.

OVERNIGHT: Elma Arts Hotel, Zichron Ya’akov

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19 – JERUSALEM
8:00 AM

Following breakfast and hotel checkout, journey south to Jerusalem.
Upon arrival in Jerusalem, visit The Harel Brigade Monument for an
interactive program in a beautiful amphitheater overlooking the hills of
Jerusalem. Hear the heroic stories of a number of American-born Israeli war
veterans who served in the Israeli army throughout the last 70 years.
Proceed to Mahane Yehuda Market and become immersed in the bustling
energy of Jerusalem’s famous market. Take time to wander through the many
stalls where local vendors sell delicious cheeses, pastries, fresh produce,
spices and more.
Following lunch on your own, enjoy a free afternoon to explore Jerusalem
and prepare for Shabbat.

5:30 PM

This evening, participate in a Kabbalat Shabbat with other Federation
missions at the Southern Steps of the Temple Mount. Afterward, take time for
personal reflection and prayer at the Western Wall.
A festive Shabbat dinner will follow at the Khan Theater.

OVERNIGHT David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20 – SHABBAT IN JERUSALEM
Today will be at leisure in honor of Shabbat. Consider attending optional
Shabbat services or participate in one of the follow optional activities:
7:15 AM

I. Yemin Moshe Walking Tour
Trace the first steps of the pioneers of the New Jerusalem. Nestled in the
shadow of the wall of the Old City lies Yemin Moshe, the first Jewish
residential neighborhood to be established outside the Old City.
II. Visit the Israel Museum
Take a special VIP tour of the Israel Museum, one of the world’s leading art
and archeology museums. During the tour, be sure to stop at the Shrine of the
Book to see the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Following a special Havdalah ceremony, enjoy a free night to experience
Jerusalem’s restaurants and nightlife at your own pace.
Later this evening, join an optional night tour through the Western Wall
Tunnels, an incredible labyrinth of underground tunnels, arches and
passageways that expose Jerusalem’s rich history, archeology and
topography.

OVERNIGHT: DAVID CITADEL HOTEL, JERUSALEM

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21– THE NEGEV AND TEL AVIV
*Federations with P2G communities in the Negev will have the option to visit their
P2G community this morning. Please note that transportation and other associated
costs are not included in the price of the mission. Please contact Tikva for more
information.

8:00 AM

Following breakfast and hotel checkout, depart Jerusalem and head south
towards the Negev. Visit Moshav Netiv Ha’asara to learn more about the
Negev Now Initiative. See, first-hand, how Federation is working to strengthen
the Negev’s appeal as a creative and vibrant place to live and raise a family.
Meet local residents, who will share what life is like living in the Negev.
Continue to Netivot and visit the Netivot Water Tower. This initiative is
rejuvenated through Creative Placemaking and involves residence of Israel’s
southern region working together to improve and beautify their surroundings.

Visit the community of Hamakom, enjoy an authentic Moroccan lunch, and
experience North African culture expressed through song, art and food.
Continue from Netivot to Sderot, a city located less than a mile from the Gaza
Strip.
Meet Omer Egozi, Director of Resource Development, and Taly Levanon,
Director of the Israel Trauma Coalition (ITC) to learn about the work of the
ITC, and Hagar Schnel, Director of the Animal Assistance Therapy Center, who
will share how the center provides nonverbal treatment for children suffering
from trauma.
Depart the Negev and drive along Israel’s coastal highway to Tel Aviv, Israel’s
most cosmopolitan city on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
This evening, enjoy a farewell cocktail reception and take time to share
personal reflections.
Check-in to the Carlton Hotel, followed by dinner on your own and an evening
at leisure in Tel Aviv.
OVERNIGHT: CARLTON HOTEL, TEL AVIV

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 – TEL AVIV
Join GA 2018 in Tel Aviv!
Welcome to Federation's seminal event – for the first time in Tel Aviv!
Communities from around the world will come together to deepen our
mutual understanding of one another – putting you at the epicenter of
dialogue between Diaspora and Israeli Jews.
Share coffee, conversation, and viewpoints with Israeli philanthropists,
intellectuals, and activists. Hear from renowned religious, cultural and
political thought leaders from around the globe on topics that most impact
our Jewish world.
*Cost of the GA (Oct 22-24) and hotel accommodations at the Carlton Hotel are
included in the cost of the mission.

