
�news August 27, 2010 / 17 Elul, 5770

An Israeli jazz composer 
and pianist is kicking off 
a North American tour in 
support of her second album 
with a concert on October 1 
at Calgary’s Beat Niq jazz 
club. It will be followed by 
an engagement on October 2 
in Edmonton.

Anat Fort was born near 
Tel Aviv and studied clas-
sical piano as a child. Also 
improvising and writing her 
own tunes from an early 
age she naturally gravitated 

toward jazz.
In the mid-1990s she came 

to the U.S. to study jazz, 
wanting to balance a natu-
ral tendency towards freer 
playing with a proper under-
standing of the tradition. In 
the last several years she 
has become an influential 

figure on New York City’s 
alternative jazz scene, and 
is a highly regarded player 
in Israel.

Her new album on ECM 
Records is called “And If,” 

and features her regular play-
ers, Gary Wang on bass and 
Roland Schneider on drums.

Her first album, “A Long 
Story” was released by ECM 
in 2007. The album made a 
lot of new friends for Anat 
Fort, was a modest ‘hit’ in 
jazz terms, and caught the 
attention of the world’s press. 
Nat Hentoff, in JazzTimes, 
praised Fort’s unmistakable 
personal voice and a music 
that reflected both Jewish 
roots and the pianist’s strong 
identification with jazz. In 
the Jewish Times, Geoffrey 
Himes wrote that “Anat Fort 
is not the first person to 
discover that you can under-
stand your homeland from a 
distance in ways you never 
could while living there. 
But she has translated those 
insights into compositions 
and arrangements marking 
her as one of the most prom-
ising pianists in jazz.” 

israeli jazz artist in 
Calgary

In an article titled “The 
Best Countries in the 
World,” Israel was ranked 
between Spain and Italy, 
scoring seventh overall in 
health, 25th in terms of qual-
ity of life, and 15th in eco-
nomic dynamism. In a rating 
that would surprise many 
Israelis, Newsweek also 
ranked Israel 27th in politi-
cal environment.

The next Middle East 
country to make the list was 
Kuwait at 40, while neigh-
bouring Jordan placed 53rd. 
Iran and Syria also made the 
list, but ranked 79 and 83 
respectively.

This study comes after 
a recently released Gallup 
poll, which stated that Israel 
was the world’s 8th happiest 

country, tied with Canada. 
The poll was published in 
Forbes Magazine.

Interestingly, the 
“best” countries ranked in 
Newsweek’s study exhibited 
a correlation with the “hap-
piest” countries measured in 
Gallup’s poll, at least among 
the top-ranked countries. 
The U.S. and Britain scored 
11th and 14th place in the 
Newsweek study, compared 
with 14th and 17th in the 
Gallup poll.

Denmark, Finland, 
Norway, Sweden, and the 
Netherlands all made the top 
10 according to Newsweek, 
whereas they took top five 
on Gallup’s roster. Iran 
placed 79 on Newsweek’s 
list, and 81 on Gallup’s.

While the Gallup survey 
questioned thousands of 
respondents in 155 coun-
tries over four years, the 
Newsweek study took “sev-
eral months” to compile, with 
the help of a Nobel laureate, 
a McKinsey & Co. direc-
tor, and various university 
professors. The Newsweek 
study also only listed the top 
100 countries.

Newsweek ranked the 
“best countries” by how well 
they scored in five catego-
ries: Education, health, qual-
ity of life, economic dyna-
mism, and political environ-
ment.

While Israel ranked 22nd 
overall, it scored better in the 
health sub-category, where it 
ranked seventh out of 100.

ACCording to 
newSweek, iSrAel 
iS ConSidered the 

world’S 22nd beSt 
Country to live in.

The board of directors of The Little Synagogue on the Prairie Project 
Society at the Lion Awards ceremony. (l. to r.) Shel Bercovich, Betti 
Weiss, Shauna Switzer (Treasurer), Trudy Cowan (Vice President), 

Emanuel Cohen, Irena Karshenbaum (President), Jack Switzer, Leslie 
Levant (Secretary). The Little Synagogue on the Prairie Project received 

a Calgary Heritage Authority �010 Lion Award in the Advocacy and 
Awareness category at a special ceremony on July �8 at the Water 

Centre. The Lion Awards are presented by the Calgary Heritage 
Authority, which is part of the City of Calgary. As described on the City 

of Calgary website, “The Calgary Heritage Authority Lion Awards recog-
nizes citizens and groups who have undertaken initiatives, of any scale, in 

support of heritage conservation in Calgary.” 
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